AATEUR HINSTRELS
SUORE BREAT SUGRESS

Benefit for Uniform Ronk of Odd Fel-
fows is Applauded %o the Echo—Re-
peated Again Today.

Defore half a thousand people, who
came enthused and went away rejuce
tant, the Macen Minstrels played their
newest and best in benefit {o the I'a-

telarel Mllitant broanch of tho Odd
Fellm\g Just night. As p:‘qmlsed be-
forehand, tho  performanbe  was

cramyred full of originality and nove

elty. Attepzihe crisp and brilllantly
carrled hest part, and thd Leautiful
“Cholr Joy's Dream,” arranged by Wil-

ur Ifwrence ang carrled through by
V' Guttenberger and B, F. Miller,
trlends appeared and possesscd the
ze agaln, and In new dress the best
former triumphs was repealed. The
udiengs welcomed thls, too, applaud-.
ng to |he‘ full,

Macon Is all friends to the Odd Fel-
lows, but many who were neither Odd
Fellows themselves, nor even cousing
A of 0dd Fellows, went to the Grand last
night, bperase they expected somethilag
worth while In itself. They founl il,
luna froin the tidir'gs they car@ed to
' such as stayed aivay, a packed matlnee

house nay well repalr to the performe«
lunce this afternoon, which closes the

benefit,

Nefreshing as-an Innovation, and
imn-const\‘n ag ininstrelsy, the first part
., opened fist night althout a dusky face

on the stage. The background was a

garden. . P, Orme Yas the host of
he gltt-ering occasfon, and tables at

either ead of the stage were very ar-
senals whence hummed apd crachled
| 4nngs, (uehy, :m;l the pat-pat of the
ydance, While comediang proceeded with

i grim fodes and without pause to con-

vilse the audience with their antics.

' Vart-colored 1ghts flittel over the
stage. end tranjformed It from one
wilderners of enjoyment to anather
now wllder‘nesﬁ.\ Through it all the
guests, who yver Jgong hirds, filled the
house with melody. Scenes as crowded
I”?‘d well drilled, as this flrst part was
, trom beginning to end, stand for more
! work and much{ more talent than an
audlence, which reaps only the agree«
uble frults of thp toll, I Iikely to ap-
s preclate . et

3y
Throu#h the flrst part, and most of
1 the gecond, the
crisp, 1l of g

rogram was not only
and jubilation and
hurrah {hat’nevér became hurrah hut
instead, a3 was proper, broke into mu-'
sle and {lance niﬂ left the audience to
hurrah.

had bec
, beginnin
gavea i
perform
minstrels—new,

Zram wag novel and
oat fresh from 'the
“Choir Roy's Dream”
ucll of getitiment # the whole

earranged, with noth-

Ing of slock or {mitatlon about [t, yet
old, and after all the real minstra), the
true minstrel, and (he minsfrel which
will last,

Mensrs, Lawrence and Kelly ap-
peavred in thelir sldt, “Abner Henuming-
way's Farowell” Mr, Kelly belng the
LIAck female tmpersonator. They had
the house®in n roar, and found it anrd
to get off the stage, a8 encores echoed
frgm the scenery and fenced them .
Then Arthur Hightower becnime
boneless wonder, and after his evolu=
tons on aertul rings, Miss Mae Dona-
hue gave a dance which was encored
and enjoyed,

The UAd Fellows' Bitant drtiiet an
the slage, and with thelr appearance,
Dhse b e toUIRRLILERS UL de Lo s
sclves, the audience came 1ntg its own,
After the drill Arthur Dasher stmpped
hefore the curliuin and explalned that
1he objrct of the henelit was the send-
g of representatives from the l'atrl-
archs, or the entire body of Datrivrehs,
tn the great Toronto conventlon next
summer, Jle complimenied the per~
formers, and the audience joIned In
with applause, and he ended by an-
nouncing that there would be a mati-
nee at 2:30 o'clock this afternoon,

The tlnale was “Moonlight on the
Suwanee River,” and it was a delight.
"The scenle effects In this plece wers
very poetleal, and the minstrels were
In a deliclous way black men and not
black men, carlcatures erammed with
humor and with the pathes and mel.
ancholy of the “Suwanee River,” The
audlence held its seats untll the cur-
taln was quite down, and if a half hour
had heen added to the scene they
would have welcomed It with a cheer,
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