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(Continued from page 2) Kiki 
have X (female) chromosomes in our bodies, and start our lives as a 
female egg. The Y (male) chromosome must then try to change the egg 
from female to male. Some Y's do a better job than others, because of a 
critical gene called TDF which forms the male testes.  
  
If the Y chromosome doesn't have enough of this gene, the testes are 
not formed properly and vital hormones are not sent to the brain. These 
hormones are needed at critical times in development to properly form 
the male identity. This is called "Gender Mapping" and certainly 
explains why some of us have more female or male characteristics than 
others.  
However, it does not explain why some of us dress-up yet do not want 
to become woman, nor does it explain why some women have more 
male characteristics than other women and some want to become men.  
  
I have one gender and its more male than female. I do like to imitate 
the female in certain ways but my basic gender is male and always will 
be. So I'm Transgender Imaged, or Trans Imaged. This obviously 
means that I want to look and act like the opposite sex rather than be 
the opposite sex. Transgendered seems to mean we are one sex/gender 
and want to become the opposite sex/gender.  
  
Cross-dressing can become addictive. Perhaps 
we work as our male selves and immediately 
upon coming home, assuming its possible, we get 
dressed as a girl and it feels good and very 
comfortable. Then somehow or other we 
convince ourselves that being a female would be 
the answer to all our problems in life. Perhaps 
you have joined a support group or found support 
on the Internet where you can be directed to 
professional counseling and start hormones. The 
mind is an unfathomable thing and can be 
convinced of a lot of things that are not true as 
long as you want them to be true. Unless you are 
a guy that looks almost female to begin with and 
has a lot more female gender characteristics than 
male, forget about the operation. You’ll be much 
happier in the long run remaining a genetic male 
and dressing as a female when you want to as 
long as it doesn’t interfere with your survival. 
Survival to me means, friends, family and a job. 
  
I have known a few guys who have gone on hormones and to shrinks 
and eventually had the operation. They became addicted to dressing-up 
and should no more have had the operation than Mike Tyson! And 
their so-called doctors were advising them to have the change! 
Criminal to say the least. I’ve also known a few who have made the 
transition to female reasonably well and even married. Unfortunately 
in one case, it meant moving away and having nothing to do with the 
friends that were developed over the transition years and living in fear 
that she will be discovered. Strangely enough, many that went through 
counseling, hormones and have had the operation, never had any 
attraction for men in the first place, never dated men while cross-
dressed as near as I could tell, and after the transition, ended up having 
a lesbian relationship. Hey, if there're happy, more power to 'em.  
  
But, why don’t the shrinks require that to become a female you should 
at least be attracted to men and as part of their transition require that 
they experiment in sex with men? If men do not turn them on, forget 
it! Go back to being a cross-dresser. Be normal as least somewhat 
normal. Real normal sucks. 
  
It seems that shrinks will advice you to do almost anything as long as 
you want to do it bad enough regardless of its practicality. 
  

There is a very attractive cross-dresser on the Internet who after a few 
years of going out in public and passing, thought he wanted to become 
a woman. He went to counseling, took hormones, quit his job and 
began living as a woman with some guy he/she was in love with. He 
had saved his money up for the transition and was prepared for the 
operation. After three months of putting on make-up, the waist cincher, 
and working hard to look his best every morning and also thinking that 
with the operation, he would never be able to have kids of his own, he 
quit cold turkey! Now he is happily married, living in Texas, has a 
couple kids, and maintains one of best sites on the WWW for the 
Transgendered. BTW, he only dresses occasionally now. 
  
I don’t have gender dysphoria either. Dysphoria is an emotional state 
characterized by anxiety, depression and restlessness. When I get 
dressed-up I feel good so why is dressing up sometimes referred to as 
gender dysphoria? Maybe its because when you are dressed in drab, 
you have dysphoria and when dressed as female, you have euphoria. If 
that’s the case, it should be called gender euphoria/dysphoria. A better 
name would be just plain old gender euphoria. Euphoria: a feeling of 
great happiness or well being.  
  

As far as developing my "femininity" is 
concerned, I certainly don’t have to get dressed 
up as a female to do that. I can do it every day in 
every way. If I’m working on my "femininity" as 
Kiki, I’m only trying to work on the challenge of 
acting female. (On the Internet it would mean 
looking as sexy as possible.) They say today’s 
woman can change between what is considered 
feminine to put it simply, nurturing and artistic, 
and masculine, being aggressive and tough, 
without batting an eye. I know guys who can do 
the same thing. So I think these so-called experts 
are all wet when they say we are transgendered, 
have gender dysphoria, or dress-up because we 
are developing our femininity. What we are 
working on is our female image. 
  
To sum up, some of us dress up because of: 
The "excitement", 
The challenge, 
The curiosity,  
The good feeling from becoming what attracts 

us! (And the better you can look, the better it is.) And last but far from 
least, 
The fantasy of being different than you really are, of being like Alice 
In Wonderland so to speak, going through the mirror and becoming 
someone else. 
  
And ask yourself this question, why does an actor act? Because he 
enjoys being someone else for a little while! Could that be added to the 
list of why we dress up? 
  
Granted, I didn't start dressing up until my mid-forties but for those 
that started at an early age, I believe that only some minor changes 
would make it fit. The basic reasons remain the same. 
  
Transgendered should be called Transimaged.  
Gender Dysphoria should be called Gender Euphoria/Dysphoria, or 
Gender Euphoria. 
"Developing my femininity" should be called "developing my 
feminine image".  
  
At least that’s the way I see it.  

Kiki 
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Great Lakes Gender Leadership Council  
Activities Calendar 

MAY-JUNE 1998 
 
 
Wed 10-14th    BE-ALL, Pittsburgh PA 
Fri 6/12   8:00 p.m.  Rapture Dance Party   
Sat 6/13  7:00 p.m. Gemini Gender Group Meeting in Milwaukee. 414-297-9328 
Tue 6/16 Femme Nite Out, Founder’s Hill Brewing Co, Downer’s Grove call Fay, 630-  
Sat 6/20  8:00 p.m. Chi Chapter Meeting Elmhurst  630-262-8707 
Sat 6/27  6:00 p.m. Chi Chapter Couples Group 
Sat 6/27  T.O.N.I. Meeting  Times/location unknown  please call 219-650-2142 or E-Mail: @aol.com 
 
July 1998 
Sat 7/11  7:00 p.m. Gemini Gender Group Meeting in Milwaukee.  414-297-9328 
Tue 7/14 8:00 p.m. CGS Business Meeting, Stardust... 
July 15-19                S.P.I.C.E.  Atlanta   E-Mail: spice@tri-ess.com 
July 18                 Chi Chapter/CGS Formal summer picnic gala 
 

PLAN AHEAD 
 

Sept 24-27th        Paradise in the Poconos, Poconos PA  E-Mail poco@cdspub.com 
Oct 2-5th              Southern Comfort, Atlanta GA 
Oct 19-26th          Fantasia Fair, Provincetown, MA 
Nov 5-8                Fall Harvest, Minneapolis 
Nov 8-13              Holiday at Sea, Dignity Cruise #10, Cruises, Inc 1-800-621-6699 
              
1999                     Holiday Enfemme, Houston, TX 
1999                     Fall Harvest, Milwaukee, WI 

Rachel AD 
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Great Lakes Gender Leadership Council  
Activities Calendar 

MAY-JUNE 1998 
May 1998 
Sat 5/2    6:30 p.m.  CGS Social, ULTIMATE OZ (Upper Level) 7301 W. Roosevelt, Franklin Park 
Thur 5/7  7:30p.m.  ITI Meeting - Transformations  
Sat 5/9    7:00 p.m. Gemini Gender Group Meeting in Milwaukee.  414-297-9328 
Tue 5/12 8:00 p.m. CGS Meeting, Stardust, 5688 N. Milwaukee 
Sat 5/16            8:00 p.m.          Chi-Chapter Sping Fling 
Tue 5/19 Femme Nite Out, Dennis Rodman’s Illusion’s, 157 W. Ontario  Call Kelly 847-   
Wed 20-24th            Espirit 98, Seattle Washington 
Sat 5/23  T.O.N.I. Meeting  Times/location unknown  please call 219-650-2142 or E-Mail: toniltd@aol.com 
Tue 5/26 8:00 p.m. CGS Social, Temptations 
Sat 5/30            6:00 p.m.          Chi Chapter Couples Group 
                 
. 
June 1998 
Sun 6/7   CGS Summer Picnic (Lincoln Park) 
Tue 6/9   CGS Business Meeting, Stardust... 
Wed 10-14th    BE-ALL, Pittsburgh PA 
Fri 6/12   8:00 p.m.  Rapture Dance Party   
Sat 6/13  7:00 p.m. Gemini Gender Group Meeting in Milwaukee. 414-297-9328 
Tue 6/16 Femme Nite Out, Founder’s Hill Brewing Co, Downer’s Grove call Fay, 630-  
Sat 6/20  8:00 p.m. Chi Chapter Meeting Elmhurst  630-262-8707 
 
July 15-19                S.P.I.C.E.  Atlanta   E-Mail: spice@tri-ess.com 
July 18                 Chi Chapter/CGS Formal summer picnic gala 
Sept 24-27th        Paradise in the Poconos, Poconos PA  E-Mail poco@cdspub.com 
Oct 2-5th              Southern Comfort, Atlanta GA 
Oct 19-26th          Fantasia Fair, Provincetown, MA 
Nov 5-8                Fall Harvest, Minneapolis 
Nov 8-13              Holiday at Sea, Dignity Cruise #10, Cruises, Inc 1-800-621-6699 
 
                          PLAN AHEAD 
1999                     Holiday Enfemme, Houston, TX 
1999                     Fall Harvest, Milwaukee, WI 




