THE CAEVALIER D'EON.

One of the cutious minor charactera of history
is the Chevaller A'Eon, whose full name was
Cbarlcs Genevieve Louls Auguste Andre Tim-
othce d'Eon de Beaumont. What gave him
most notorlety was the doubt which cxisted re-
garding his sex; as, at diferent penods, he wore
sometltoes the dreas of ono sex, sometimes that
of the other; and, during the later portionof his
Hfe, declared himscl! to be & woman, though
belng very masculine in appeatance. Ho was a
native of Burgundy, born in 1728, and by oceit-
pation an sdvocate. e attracted the notice of
those {n power by his political writings, and at
the age of 27 was sent by Louts XV. on diplo-
matic errands to Russia and to Austrla,

Alter gising proofs of great bravery in the
French army, he was inade Socretary of Lega-
tion, and nfierwards Ambaswador to the English
Conrt. Ho'dld not Joug retaln this fmportant
position; and the atory uf hislife is one of elter-
nations nr(pruspcruy and misfortune, as were
the lves of most French cvourtiers of the last
century. « It 1s belleyed that he aseumed femnl-
nine aftire In order Letter to serve Louls XV, a8
secret ament. At the nze of 55 he was rosiding
in London, wearing, generally, woman'sappare
and oiving lessons [ foncing, In which accom-
plishiment he syas perfect.

Miss Auna Beward gave this lively account of
him inthe year 1501, which we find copled lnthe
Recollections of Mr, 8amuel Breck:

This {8 the period of inconceivable characters,
aa well as of upexpecled and prodigious events.

a lsclle le € lier d'Eon for two
shlllings admittance ber akill jo tho art of attack
and defense with the aingle nrlerl Melancholy
reverse of human desting! \What a humijlation
for the Alde-de-Camp of Marshal Iirogliol—~for the
Ambagsador during five years from the Conrt of
France to that of Itusaini—for the Envoy to ours,
and the principal planner and negotlator of the
Peaca of 1782, In the German war ahe lived five
{enu In camp and tented flelds, amidst the pride,

he pomp and circumstance, of high trost and glo=
tlous contest, 1Inthe American wac she was in
fivo Lattles, four against Gen, Elliot, and received
olx wounde; and all this beforc her sex was
discovered! I learned from horeolf that &
destiny so  asioniehlng was not originall
the result of yoluntary choice, Her parenta bre
her as a boy, to avoid loslng an estate ontailed on
the heir male.  Bhe secms to have a nubly, inde-
pendent, a8 well as Inirepid miud, and the mus.
cular atrength and activity of Ler large frame are
wondarful. She fencer {n the Franch uniform,
and then ngﬂll’l an athletlc, veneravle, graceful
man. Inthe female garb, as might be cxpected,
alin fs awkwardiy though not vulgnrly masculine,
In three doys alie swas (0 have sailed for France, by
the order of the Jate unfortunsto nonarch, to have
resumed tho male dress, apd (o have taken mills
tary commond as General, when tho massacre af
the Tulleries and Imprieonment ol the Kiug
lamentably froetrated that design, and probably
dlruppod an eternal curtaln over her career of
glory. .

It1s ovident that Miss Beward, Mike most oth-
ers, was decelved by this brave, veraatile, and
strange impostor, ~ The records of that time
state that the Chevalicr passea his last days in
grcnt want, and that, at bis death on the 21ai of

lay, 1810, the oxamination of his remalng by a
surgeon scttled tho question of his sex, and his
zck of right to wear female apparel. Tiis writ
ngs wero published at Ameterdam in 1775, with
he title #* Lolsir du Chevalier d'Eon.*




