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Dear Sisters,

We started the New Year out with a terrific first meeting. Braving the first real
Buffalo weather of the season, was a fine turnout. The intrepid souls out that night
were Jean -, Patty .. Janice-, Kathy-, Collean ., Joan .. Nancy, Frances.
Dana ., Holly ., Rene, Michelle, Julie, Tammy ., Jackie with Yvette and Dee Dee.
Also there were guests Jeniffer, Kurst, and Starrie.

The feature for the evening was a makeup session with Mary Kay. We had represent-

‘ atives Barbra and Evelyn, They did quite a session! About half of the girls participated.
Each girl got a makeup tray/mirror to use while going through the whole makeup routine
of skin care, preparation, application etc. All of the reports I've heard were quite
positive, I sure wish I could have participated in the event, but had to come in Drab
for the second meeting in a row and couldn't stay long. Figures, those would need the
most help, don't get it!! Now, if we had an orthopedic surgeon there who could shew
how to be six inches shorter, I'd have camped out for a week to be first in line!!

This was probably a record attendance for a meeting. It was for Pizza eaten! Two
party sizes and our usual assortment of chips etc.

We met in the alternative site. Why we had to move from the regular site is not
known. We were scheduled for the regular, but were forced out at the last minute.
Hopefully we will have this straightened out soon. This isn't really a problem per say,
as the alternative site is excellent also. The problem lies with any first timers
that may show up. With the snow, the fire escape was'tt safe to use. For those familar
with the facility, there isn't any problenm.

If you wish to further avail yourself of the services/products of Mar Kay, you
can reach Evelyn at 684 8435. They liked our group very much. It was a first for them
' to do such an event for a group as ours. Support our friends! Now it is New Year and
tax time in upon us, don't forget Janice for your battles with the IRS! Z
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The upcomeing meeting will be a business meeting. Denise promises to be there, and
if I can convince Jean to bring along her VCR once more, we can finally view the Speak-
ing As a Woman video. If anyone has any ideas, complaints, suggestions,etc. This will be |
a good time to bring them up. I know Denise is interested in trying to put on an 'event' !“
this comeing summer. She has bean looking into local hotels to stage from. We can hear 1
what she has at the next meeting. I'm not sure we have the size to do such an under- |
taking, but think we should lend our support to the two that we have already in place;

Riverside weekend in November and the upcomeing Xppressions Spring Gala. (only nine weeks
.away). Janice should have some color brochures at the meeing for this event. Any ideas
for another Buffalo Nite Out IIT out there??

* b * * *

We have an interesting new booklet in the library. It is the CLT Breast Plan. It
tells of how to enhance your breast development without the use of hormones. The author
claims her breast size to be a 34C. This is a permanent method, not just for the week-
end. Does sound to be plausible, but I think I'll stick with my own method of figure
enhancement naturally, remove your kidneys for a better waistline siloete!!!

#* * * * #*

Our guest policy has bean refined abit. Guestscan only make two appearances as a
guest. After that she must join or up her membership to full. We feel that after two
"tryouts", if we don't pass the guests standards, she should look elsewhere. If you a v ‘ii
bring a guest to a meeting, you are responsible for her. Guests must understand what Sl -

it is that our group stands for and our code of conduct. The one you signed when joining. |
* * * *

We are close to having our new hotling. The number may still appear in this issue
elsewhere. Or be given out at the next meeting. The primary purpose of this is two fold.
The first as a means of outreach. We will begin to try to "push" out existence before
the media more. Perhaps a weekly ad is Buffalo News, Pennysaver etc. LIsting in the
various Gay publications. We greatly need a PR Gal. Someone to get the word out. Any
volunteers out there?? Remember how alone you felt at one time?? There are probably
hundreds of sisters out there in WNY who could benefit so much from our sisterhood.

Finally there will be a group for them to call. But they need the word, Sister!

The second purpose is for updates on what is happening. Other local events will
be publicized, such a special bar events, Rochester, and hopefully a last minute update

of the meeting room. Call before leaving, and you'll know if we are downstairs or up.
* % * * :

A reminder to the few who haven't renewed their membership. Dues are do!! For
those who only wish to be a sister by mail, it is fifteen dollars. For those wishing

to attend, the cost is twentyfive. This is the last newsletter you will receive if you N

haven't paid! For those who chose not to renew, would you please let us know how we
failed you. Please. We want to do better.

* * * * *

HOW NOT TO BE QUOTED :

BY JANICE i
This is a follow-up and further information te the Halleween articls
which epperred in the Buffzle News on 10/31/9L end in the Buffzle Belles

December newsletter,

Due te a phone crll frem Kethy I left my nrme and phone number with Mr.

Recz (Buffele News reporter) -nswering machins, He called bzck a shert time
later and we talked for zbout twenty minutes sr se, By the time we telked

he had already talked te seversl incividuesls including T:rry- (frem the 8
Rechester CD Network) and Cheven Davis (& well known Buffale Femele Imper- ﬂ

soneter), I believed by the time we talkzd he hzd the working versien (if

net mest of the article) of the erticle cempleted, l
We basically cenfirmed what he hed talked abeut with the ether individ- ;
uals, The part I feund interesting was hew my response surprised him a bit
and differ frem the information he had complied, The fellewing is clese te
the quete or statement thet appezred in the Buffale News (BN) end what my
(JG) stztement w:s,
3N: Itf's z nore accapied time of the yecr for a men te shep fsr
women's clathing.
Jl Ne difference now verses sny other time of the year, f
BN: Mrny men ssy they resort to ruses such ss for my wife or girl-
friend te zcquire their wzrdrobe.

Jl: I den't velunteer zny inform-tien but if the shep clerks zsk
they ere told the truth.

BN: I try them on &t home.
I knew my size but if I want te try them on, I de it in the steras

BN: Seme shep by mail te aveid any hassle,
JI Always shep in persen.

BN: High hely dzys for cressdressers.
JE: 4mateur nipht.

The enly quote I did receive in the péper wes that I did 2 lot of my

shopping at the Bouleverd Mall,

o R



1t was clear to me during sur phene canversation he hed the basis of the

; MR - NN 2 = = A
article Gone and was leokKing for clarification &rnd verification by myself. I

believe he was dissapointed thet I was

4vine him a complate diffarent sat of

) - - + % R
montion of the usfzle Selles name anc eacrass in th article and the re yeter
e | G
rafused or was unabie to do =0,

A shert while afler +hzt phone conversaticn

vi.C

the reperter recuesting if it -sould be posc

T received a call back from

5 NNt A T S 4
inle to obiein a piciluxe ci some

: . - h A i 8 e
indivicugl., I resisted ny first, second, third, 2tc. jmrulse end decided 1T

weuld be dumb for me O do so. It urs fin-

-y Cenzdis
cur VFnsdls

for the weekend) w.uld do so, I

4
=
(&)

~

ioc se but she wWas not 2

cras=aresser but a trenssexual. He said thal wes fine so the only remeining

guestions was where enc when,

I szid any plcce after & few nhours sho

D @

uld be okay. Thet time weuld be

for me to get my act together, Jjust pecause I wasn't going to oe in the pic-

fure doesn't mean I wasn'? going tec be there. ve askeda what would be more

cenvenient, my house or some shopping center or stare, I told him that my

house wotuld be mere convenient Hut then I asked him that weuldn't & picture

at some store or the mall be more representative of the zrticle. He quickly

zgreed ts the mall and called dack a short

phoctographer aveiledole in about four hours,

+ime later that he would have a

dsne znd sgreed to.

So k22p in mind that while reporters are suppese t9 be impartisl and

for the most prrt they rre, they cen still

put 2 slent on 2ny story and tell

you. in a honest end frenk wry only on= side of the iscue, Semetimes it is

net whet is said but what is net ssid.

Next issue: Meeting with ths photographer

1995 acceuntinz as of January 20, 1995

Yearly dues 1, @ §25 $350
Meeting fees 17€¢ S
Reom rentzl h e 20
Cepies

Refreshments

January pizza

gL35

bopdz

161
§27L

Fourteen paid members is a lorng way from the fourty we nesd for a break
even point and the rumber of menmbers we do have,.

*****-ﬁ'******************************

Many thenks te Berbers end Evelyn for their Mery Kzy mekeup session,
If you wish to contect them or order sny products/scrvices their #'s

689-6819
68L:-8L35

Barbsra
Evelyn

N % 3 3 B W % 3 3 % % 3 % 3 N RN R % % % % % ¥ F % E R *

As neted elsewhere in the newsletter Kathy went under the knife (ne she
was net schecule fer SRS) en the 2hth. By the time yeu read this she will be
heme and resting, Hepefully she will be back at the future meetings.

************’k'}***4***i*******%*****’k

pR. DUDLEY L.
GRINS BY

— (]

PSYCHINT RIST

“| realize there’s been a mistake. Mr. -md
we'd like 10 help you. hut the doctor icho operated
wend back 1o Denmark this murning."

» - ———
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Due te the number of membe Belle | y i‘"{ | 'mmﬂm
199L and te enceurage ot‘n? ”;:l s i 8,\he. sttended Riverside ' ““'. oty "5-' - WA .
print a nunber of orticl'ea 3::. 1;::«:: 5:1:;: ::;em::r:nlmm §aiDg ta re- | u'&'gh» ' '“ o
newslett ' X ar rrer I (v G' S . outtome fiwass
far a\dﬁp:ru‘h:tfzs Sisters), I have attended all three Riv:r::dgz: :ohc bt £ T g MWIM’WQ&&

N¢ many more in the near and far future. Jenice ! Mmm MMMM“ ﬁ:ﬂgmﬁnqda 'MMMWIMMQM-@“% '

' oace. .+ TN 10 it. The sousd was s0

agan that when one cares coe cartexcel | soft it was as if ) wawr't mesnt to earit 1o olfid me. So.03 Aot (0 stras the thin

QQDQQQ!.}-JQQ.QQGQQQ'DQD)I

— o2 IRO N
r'- Sprngs would become M ¢ know Dianc had help but when push of bexer perhaps, sottee ot
N s e et | which CD' the © | hearts to us came 0 shove she was the difference ! e thought theead that lield and connected us.
DI | CD's would come the weekend ' And last, but not | : my peeoccupation with looking and i picked
= befl the Managemen 2 between a Rivensde weekend and no pricng of merchandise ez up and put hes face to
|| betore Thanksgiving every year? And Ri £ end Stall of Riverside. Few know just what a physical | unpostant ol my ehvest hiolding her Uguly. § begact o
Riverside? Who, in their right mind would frankly (| verside Inn who look forward 1o © strain an endeavor of this type lias taken | Weep Gricontiollably the tears of
It's all about people! ll'fadarm7ﬂielimemmdn our weekend now with a warm on her. | am not aftad 1o ask each and & The woud [ baskey Beard was frustration, the tewrs of having 1o retum to
I have always had the impression that | Vouher would stop people fom | "pecoe: every reader 10 pray that she be Mornany?". As with most of my things [ 0 “other” being, and themof eebcfiat -}
it :gck exciting people (o make comung, no one could find it At the ic m"“'ﬂmﬁ.mmywm_ strengthened and have ber health restoted :‘“m‘;‘:&y&'w h‘?‘“b:“mamu
exciling things happen After three’  beginning we heard all. Ui - i ;: everyone of them very positive : [ tus issue and subseruent ssucs : Lm“quMkﬂ uu"“ my “1'&“ 4 \
years of the trek tothe “Riverside  why itcouldnotbedone and, we | those who are Pcak because | (oo asticles [ es SSRGS cuppsed o become close tome, 1 Bke fo  this bitle nneseatue. Mosesontsaion |
Gala™ I believe it withall me heast | decided 1o go ahead anyway . those who attended are themselves | | ore et by bk [ by | "Mk s eminine niion. Thi was one , 1°A€Hing fox mnothet Pulls I reaiac e |
Every year is better than the last and What has happened in the three years ?:Jmml A monument is being s mportant for thase who couldn't of thase times when all three came atme | Mtie cloth anms weze extended strasght, i
the delegates leave with a sense of 1s now history, one of success tstone by stone and person by attend Riversade 1) to see what they | cleadly, (heanug, sensig, commection) and | 08t They had placed themselves wnder, |
pride and real accomplishment. wonder and excitement for everyone | o o CTen has become a credit minsed 7] et e o B 2, | S B WucaOingencep S S0 5 MY W oL R e !
Honestly, I wish the Erie Sisters, and  The community is now pretty much and an example to everyone in the CD members how wtally unportant our Enc eilneny of e Yo, | SouH g X :ckﬂmm':ibcmmm
the “Riverside Committee” couid take  Open (o us and next year we ma community Susters eventis andd 3) to show Diancand 1 Shadilege sy Eiod ey Kt m"wﬂmg S
the credit - i about Faed What have we | ? her comamittce just how much theis work AwEec e RN fheh Mt ncsded ma RN yrcalbhngad;
but, the credit goes to anywhere we would like to go. we leamed? Well, for one : Lucioly her foster mother and Aunfwere i case you've [oigotten, especially when |
many people. How could we have - || We have made fiends of both local, 8 hich anyone wil adai, it is "“;W"‘“"‘ Lasked 2 number ofthe - waing o allow me 10 take herhome, even  YOu cediif the most. ;
known we were going to almost fill and visitors to the hotel which 1s vetydum«nluolietommm,‘/\ pals mﬂmﬁJMmﬂdwﬂ | though they had brought her to Riversade Living alone, the unmediate day orso
the hotel with exciting, fantasti | beyond measure A small , 3 dress, heels and your wig and make- me Riverside related articles thistappeated ! soldly for the plurpose of seling her. Yes,  afer these events that we so heartly look ¢
c { i town, : Ths 8 e o Uwews newsielless, can you believe it sélling this small bundle  forwald to are very difficult for
people? . | basically a farming centerand a place | ., PEOPle are curious and are | want to relate two $tocies 1o you oo sélting : =3 -
Something . Hiehere . ready to : ofTove that had already taken such a lage  Personally, Fmnot sice sbout the other |
2 must be said here to those || people must live and travel to Y 10 accept honest and direct now about Riverside Bothtouchedme | oy oron heart without cven trying | gals hough Itrulyenvy those of you ot |
have never attended to let them [ WOtk have accepted us as they have | mwuw'” : deeply, personally and made me see how | 4o yrow what | would have done ift  there who have a spouse(sorry | don't ke
understand. At Riverside, the seen us, and for the kind of people we | s ef 1o get owr message out much [ really need the blessings of this | O have ignared her soft questioning the term “siguficant othes™ i sounds 3o
M“ﬁlll’%wu I.’G. ; dmduqmomommw?u gender duality that has been bestowed “Mommy7™ as | walked by ha umpersonal | consider any and all those
‘M"‘ﬁmhmwuwmm | l"'dm*mmonallom "“‘WMOfllifeume,md upon me and 5o many others. | think it is ml’uloﬂbemmkwom “S0O's" spouses) who is secute enough to
| mormung until they retire for the night the hotel, the parking lot and the - those who attend Riverside live it %0 necessary for us 1o never forget that we | Urvht ber to Riverside are Karen and accept you and mare than that paticipate
 Many activities e going onat the | "ESWaDE downtown People were Next year, it will happen again, : are special and blessed. We don't deserve j Adnanoe from Crystal Club, Anothef fact  along With yoo ¥ your expeession and
| hotel at the v cartous et s et delcgates will the oppression that 30¢i¢ i hat | dad buy her, for a song too $30 00, cuhancement of your gender duakity.
same time of our “Gala nd asking questions, and ul gadia frum . MR s gy £ it g fnuu»mham that]  Mostof the crossdiessers say they hate o
| Weekend ™ The hotel labby is were getting direct and honest C"Wimomo.NewYaxm , Mw::w i e cume e w ey Jesve, s ofthespouses say oo, bk
|°°ﬂ“:lddyopmm0nm¢,.“n ::"‘ It was very different from emﬁmm&mm ,' - m"m:t: d}'m | from her own inaznate polyester am very very depressed for 3 day of 50,
+ 33 the lage and beautiful dining { the impressions they had receive . and do it all over again. And ' ‘owtmmmnlnnym *wrbclnl-‘mmmbumm,l'm Thus tune 1t wasn't too bad though
-M“mhlﬂlmﬂ ‘dehwjm again, the impact will send shock . o RS hobding her at this very manute while because of one ktthe blonde gt who
attended dinner theater This does not | shows. waves (ar beyond the borders of ’  ofhers, even in other munorities Some MF’”“'-‘“"':*!"P'!W w“("_:m‘?mv'““mw“"m
include company meetings and Pedple came 0 os from allover,a | FCAnSY1vania, Because of ane small | B T T T T ke st Ll icera
tings of organizations, The hote! MMM‘OIOU departarient from 3 | ! filled with exciting people ' own imabslity t0 accept thewr gendes e B )ﬂ; L Sroontl: | wanteoTeliie ienest o) |
15 almost constantly filled with major hospital, who were amazed by If you stall doubt the possibility, | dualfy When these conditions are met Lm"?"“;”“",.“‘-::‘*“” ‘:: : Mml | _’:'::""'x
visitors from outside - it is & very busy || €IF OWn obsavations and remember, Jesus Chast conguered the | X SRE O] KA Wiy by ‘mdwiaw!mdnwwmmmw canphasize that muscles do st hagrpen.
place,. : | conclusions, two editonal writers world with only twelve disciples who | mMon;Mm | who stayed “home alone™ while | becime Sanuday sight we had a very nice
\ Who would have ever guessed that from the focal areas largest pkllmedmmuppamqn_ , : m&&mmw Lmummmwmwm dinne!. 153t ara lasge table with Chazlotte
such aplace in themountains of || MWSPAPEL, vendors who decided to espectfully Submitted s.,d""'m"'",,,"'“.,’ Sdoer al sectiity ~ I P (0 my unmediste nght), Janet, Rachelle,
! nofthwestem Persylvania; in a very “mfwl!lem‘fwviuu.m A""-'Coamnm %!thof&uémot  When I iushed ! satdownonthe  Michil and thuee other gals (to my left)

' their doors of their businesses and message 10~ societics trustees” They are Hoping perhaps a cat nap would take the  real grl of the unnamed three sat nght
right and we are wrong, they are good we post Riverside blues away for awhdle, As 1 next (0 1me, a5 | sud on my left hand side.
are evi, they ase nommal we are deviant .unmnuzmduwml I was *aliing to many around the table

= =¥ Now the rest of the story! | heard her agan whasper “Mommy?™ especially the real gul to my teft. Al ofa
B — o 5 F Y Well until this moment | hadn't really sudden and completely out of the blue |




she asked me if [ was really a gl or a boy.
To say the least | was floored. | thanked

her, told her I loved her and then
answered her question.

The next incident happened at the
dreaded good bye breakfast Sunday
moming. | had Julie with me and Janet,
Charlotte and 1 picked out our table where
I placed Julie in one of the chairs. We
went to the bufTet, gathered our food and
as | was retuming to the table when one
of the Riverside svaitresses stopped me.
She said 1 wanted to tell you how nice
you looked last night.” (at the traditional
Lounge time). She said, “1 watched you
for a long long tiine last might and you did
a very good job, you looked great and [
wasn't sure about you all night.” Since
the lounge isn’t a sterile environment, We
interact with the public very closely all
night in the lounge, it was very reassunng
to know “I passed” (and ] hate that phrase
also) to two real girls or at least caused
reasonable doubt. These two remarks
from “real” girls made my feminine self
just soar. | never thought I was doing “it”
good enough to receive those kinds of
compliments. Well that’s that.
Complacency, apathy, indifference,

lgucssthcrewillnlwaysbcmoremkcxs

one is involved in. When will the people
who don’t really need a group to get out
realize that when more and more come
together the ones who are unsure, afraid
or withdrawn about going out find out

there who say “I could never go out, I
couldn’t pass if I tried” realize that your
not alone, but your missing a few totally
unique experiences by not attending thes
events. You can never imagine being
dressed as a woman right along with 50 -
100- 150 other crossdressers in the same

cramped closet. Every crossdresser
should expenience being “her” at one of
these events at least once in their life. [
doubt it would be their last. So with that

be looking for you at both.!
Love, Luck, Laughter -

Pam [ your editor)

unconcern, nonchalance I just don’t getit,

than doers no matter what field or activity

how easv it is. When will those of you out

place with you. Believe me you would not
feel as alone as the other 360 days in that

said remember, Be-All Cincinnati in June
1995 and (crossing fingers VERY tightly)
Riverside 1995. Please plan now to attend
one or both of these premiere events! I'll

| RIVERSIDE
' by Diane Il
Well Riverside has come and gone,
but not without a lot of help. Riverside is
like a club that mects once a year. Old
friends and new come together for one
weekend, that members look forward too
each year. The face of Riverside is
changing, not from one club ( Erie Sisters)
but to many clubs who participate n
putting together the best event of the
year.
| would like to take this ime to think
a lot of people from a lot of different clubs
who make Riverside the success it was
The first would have to be the Buffalo
Bells whose members stepped in when
some thungs did not go according to plan
Who would have never guessed that a
newly forming club would have Voltaire
to do such an importune job. A job they
did Master of Ceremony is no easy job,
but the Xpressions did step in and did a
job that can only be described as bnlliant
How about Alpha Omega and the
Ladies tea or coffee. Yes, those from the
medical staff are looking forward to
returning next year, but they would like
more time. Yes the Ene Sisters may have
been the very first to invite those from the
Medical community to come to seminars
free of charge and pay for their dinner

the public and that is what Riverside does
as good if not better than most.

Even with all this, our hats are off to
the staff of the Riverside Inn who look
forward to cur rehym each year, and now
so does the town that surrounds this Old
bm'l‘hcrcisnooncwimmaﬁﬁymile
radius who does not know that we are
e coming to Cambndge Sprng.

1 wish I could say that I remember a
lot about Riverside, but there is that one
. special moment that does stands out from
| _all the rest. For one bnef second | was jus!
one person in a hallway offering cookies
to two little kids and there mothers as |
was heading for the ladies tea. "Yes" they
took the cookies and politely said "thank
you." It may not sound like much, but
that moment will stand stll in my mind
for ever and ever. For once [ was just ME

[ am not good at saying what is in m}

heart, but [ will remember and you will

n;)l t;.fb'rgotlcn 1 would like to thank all
of you for making Riverside the place to
be for '94'

also. The Ene Sisters mission is to educate. |

On that note | hope the Xpressions
will put on a eventin Canada as they were
talking about. It could be the next
Riverside club meeting for this area, but
wouldn't it be great to spend one weekend |
in Canada? ( Not five or six days but just | 7
the weekend) Two a year one every six |
months. [ could take that kind of a
weekend to meet old friends Weekends
are not that expensive. [ can spend more
for one meeting out two then [ can spend
for one whole weekend at Riverside by
using the club special.

[ would like to say thank you '> the
gals from Canada who pulled one of our
US gals out of a bar that she was not to be *
in_"Yes” [ had heard all about it. Thank
you for the many many letters | do really
appreciate them
Dianc.

(ed )As you may or may not know a
couple who planned on attending

_ Riverside was unable to because of a fire

at their house nght before the event They
called the chairperson, Diane, and asked if
they might have a refund on their deposit.

Well the board had an emergency meeting

at Riverside and decided that ESCC ‘

would refund their deposit and at the

Satwday dinner and saOw ask for = D
donations to show our support of them. ‘
Here is their reply

Dear Ann, We received your letter

dated Nov. 22, 1994 and we were

absolutely stunned by your generosity

and concern. We have never been part of

any organization wath such suppoit,

sensitivity, and concern for it’s

vmembers.” We cannot thank you

enough that you would pass the hat for

us.

Which leads us to tell you that you
misunderstood the gravity of the situation
We live in a large apartrnent house and
yes the fire was on our floor but not in our
apartment. We only suffered smoke and
soot damage all of which has been taken
care of by either insurance or the
apartiuient management company.

As such, we cannot accept the money
raised by passing the hat. It would please

us 10 end if you would use that moncy
for the Ene organization. We are delighted
that you would refund the $275 we sent
for registration that is more than fau
We look forward to secing you n:xt ~
Nov. Yours Truly Jayne & Marla
(ed. the money raised for them has
been donated to Cambridge Springs
Helping Hands
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FEBRUARY 4 5 gl
BUFFALO BELLES MEETING- Business meeting, Speaking as a Woman Vid
ideo

21-26 Texas "T" Party

MARCH 4- BUF
FALO BELLES MEETING-Revlon Wigs will have representative to show and

sell their line. Excell
4y . s ent chance
13-19-Comeing together convention Atlanta oAl 109“

31- i i i
April 2 Xpressions Spring Gala Niagaraon-the-Lake. Who's going?
. ng?

Rochester CD Hotline 251-2132
= - They have bean real bus
y lately, with several meeti
- ting/month.
For those who fear to f
enture forth, a little story. I livedthe nightmare! I got
! g0

g o ana 8 ’ L 8 1

I was ret i i
urning home one late night from a dinner party. I saw th
car pull out and start to follow me. Oh God! fpeeiityury

pull me over,

gy

’ .
9 ’ ur

8 8 'J
1

news wi
will be called out, they are calling The News to tell them to hold
page one...

> o Sy

The officer approaches i
, shines his flash light ont
o my madeup face, surve
’ yS my dress,

“ .
I t
8 i i
8 8 y i i i

I just haven't felt
well enough to get dressed, the last two meetings, but hopefully it

’

made a very strong impression. I thankyou with all of my heart!
- - - V :
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MY LIFE AS A WOMAN By the time I have shaved both legs, one hour after I started, 1 have cut
myself nine times. Then I notice that my toes are covered with wild tufts.

Halloween night. At 8:30, they'll
head upstairs to watch the Iris Chacon
Show or the tube. I keep going up to
the roof to look down and see if they've
gone in. One thing tv life has taught me
is incredible patience: It's already taken
an hour and a half of primping to com-
plete my drag. I creep furtively out of
my door and tiptoe down the hall, past
the misspelled graffito RAMON 1S A FAGET
on the first landing. My “costume” rubs
along the wall like nails on a blackboard.
[ feel like a species of crustacean in a
coral cave, slowly oozing toward I know
not what. 1 am torn between the terror
that [ might not pass and the terror that
I might.

As soon as I hit the street, I realize
that I have miscalculated. 1 will be less
visible under the cover of darkness.
Then I realize that I am a woman, and
a woman alone on this street at night is
prey. A bum from the men’s shelter reels

— -

diagonally across the street. “Hey, baby,
didn’t I see vou in church™ In church?
I am getting confused.

A guy screeches into the service sta.
tion in a purple Barracuda and leans out
of the window. He's going to say some-
thing: I hold my breath. He and his
buddy watch me, leering, for what seems
like an eternity. I am alone and defense-
less, without a genetic woman's experi-
ence of how to deal with these morons.
[ am being examined like a Waring
blender, like a V8 engine—like, yes, like
a sex object. I am about ten feet from the
car and my hearing has grown paranoi-
dally acute. He says something like
“Cute doll” to his buddy, and they laugh.
Finally a cab rescues me. [ am sweating.
I wonder whether mYy mascara is run-
ning. [ keep telling myself to relax. It's
Halloween. I'm on assignment. If those
Ivy League bruisers in the CIA can do
i, so can I,

I know almost everybody at the party,

SO it isn’t exactly an ordeal. In fact, the
brother of a girl I kpow starts coming
on to me and asks me for a date. Only
one other person is in drag—somewhat
clunkily. He came as Carmen Miranda,
He thinks my costume is a bit “too
800d.” Peuty jealousy.

mﬂﬂmmm

A special tip of the hat to Janice, who has bean

the last few months.

Afterward, as I am waiting for a cab,
a well-dressed man in his late 40s walks
over to me. I cross the street as the
light changes, and he follows. ™|
noticed you at the party,” he says calm-
ly. "You did?" I answer, my voice thin
and terrified. I don't ook at his face.
Why don't I just tell him it's a costume
and have a good hearty male laugh,
“Fooled ya, ¢h? Getting past it, buddy?
Heh, heh? One reason I don't say this
is that I am unable to speak. He asks
me where [ live and | manage to tell
him, thinking he can't live that far
downtown. It turns out that he’s meet-
ing a friend at a bar on West Broadway
and it's not out of his way. He'll drop
me off.

He's pretty loaded and horny or
myopic enough not to notice that my
tongue isn't pointed. After about 20
blocks, he casually slings his arm
around me. I lurch away. He gives me
a pat.

For the time being, he conceals his
ardor with eloquence, charming me with
his voice as he tells his tale. He's a
lawyer, it turns out, and he represents
a number of artists. Conceptual artists.
"Do you know what conceptual art is?"
he asks patronizingly. But I've gone
mute, despite what I'd like to tell him.
He is interested in forming some sort of
commune that would help artists and

left-wing causes and wolves in Minne-
sota. The more apprehensive | become,
the more enthusiastically he sprinkles
me with his cherished illusions. His
clichés are as bad as my Dynel wig.
Much as he loves art, his real love is
words. Just had something published in
the SoHo News. Just happened to have
i with him. Would ! like to ses it? I
long to reveal my identity—undercover
writer—and arrest him in the name of
grammar. Instead, I say nothing and
he continues to beguile me with his
flatulent fantasies as we hurtle down
Broadway in this golden coach of dreams
and desires. [ am ashamed for my entire
sex, for the impotent ideals of the
West, for the ludicrous sham of mating
calls based on record albums, even, per-

_ haps for primates.

~  When we reach my street, he tells the
driver to go on. Desperately 1 attempt
to protest, but only a shrill, desiccated
croak erupts from my larynx. I am over-
powered. When we get out, I tell him
sheepishly but firmly that I don'l‘ want
to have a drink with his friend in the
bar. To my delight, he concedes. But
again I am checked. He's got the keys
to the friend's loft. We can go have a
drink there alone, put on some records,
look at some paintings and talk. I shake
my head violently. “Aw, c'mon,” he
sa}'s, almost whining. “Just for a few
minutes. Don't say no.”" It's a very bad
line. I dont want to get into a scene on
the street. The cab ride has numbed me,
but once inside, I think, I will just come
out and tell him.

He pours a couple of drinks and puts
on a Joni Mitchell album. He comes up
behind me, coils his arm around me and
feels around. My heart goes into my
mouth as [ teeter on my heels. I scan his
face a bit guiltily. “You—you're a guy?"

He is in shock. Disenchanted and
angry. Then he glowers and shrugs:
“Well, are you going to give me a blow
job?" he demands.

I tell him that isn't my scene. lm
straight, man!" I say. How can I explain?
Should I make him take a semester at
John Money's gender-identity clinic,
treat him to an introductory lesson at
Ms. Traum's academy, or set him up
with Eddie, the salacious teardrop in
red? He's in a rage. He just doesn't
understand.

“Well, you don't expect me to blow
you, do you?" He demands to know
why I have led him on. 1 h_aven't led
him anywhere, but I have tricked him.
Why? T am about to tell him, when |
decide that one trick is enough for
Halloween. u

—

Has made me reconsider my position regarding folks of her persuassi
Just maybe, I'm willing to concede,

hidden away! I'm not saying that with certainty mind yog,

that point. Of course,

I'm refering to her Trekkiness!!!

they shouldn't be made to keep their ways totally

but am willing to reconsider
See you in the 10-Forward!






