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The following two companion articles were written by Jane 
Ellen Fairfax, Chairman of the Tri Ess Board, and wife 
Frances.  Frances states many questions and fears in the article 
titled "Where Is All This Going?" which wives face when they 
find out that their husbands are crossdressers Jane Ellen replies 
in the article "Where All This Is Going." These two articles are 
must reading for both crossdressers and wives.  The articles are 
reprinted from The Femme Forum September 1995, published 
by the Tau Chi Chapter of Tri-Ess. 

  
"Where is All This Going?""Where is All This Going?" 

by Frances Fairfax 
 
"You tell me you like to wear women's clothes.  What does this 
mean?  For you?  For us?  For our family?  For our future?" 
These are questions that wrack wives trying to come to terms 
with their husbands' crossdressing.  Like after-shocks following 
the initial earthquake, these questions and their answers realign 
the shattered fragments of the relationship into new 
configurations.  Will these be stronger than before, or unstable 
rubble incapable of supporting a lifetime relationship structure?  
That will depend upon the degree of honesty, openness, and 
unselfish love each brings to the marriage. 
 
" What does wearing women's clothes mean to you?  Are you 
gay?  Will you be leaving me for a gay lover?" Considering 
popular social stereotypes, this fear is obvious and deep-seated.  
The basis of marriage is its exclusive lifetime commitment.  An 
affair of whatever kind breaches that commitment, shatters 
trust and brings the frightening specter of disease as well as 
abandonment. 
 
"Does this mean you want to be a woman?  Will you opt, for 
sexual reassignment and life as a woman?  Where will that 
leave our relationship?  Will we retire together some day as 
two little old ladies?" This, too, raises the specter of 
abandonment, and the loss of cherished dreams of a future life 
together.  Those dreams are of life with a husband! 
 
"Does this mean you'll want to change your body to make it 
more feminine?  Will you be wanting to shave your nice hairy 
chest and legs?  Grow your fingernails longer?  Let your hair 
grow?  Have electrolysis to remove your facial hair?" Obvious 
physical changes present more immediate fears.  They 
broadcast tangible evidence of his "difference," to his wife and 
to the world.  Family, friends, co-workers, and children will 
begin to notice little clues.  How will he answer their 
questions?  How will she?  She's the one they'll ask.  Has he 
even thought about it? 
 
"Will you want to take hormones.? How will you get them?  
From a 'friend?" From Mexico?  From one of "those " doctors?  
How do you plan to check your blood chemistry?  " 
Cardiovascular disease kills more men your age than anything 

else as it is.  "And suppose you succeed and develop some 
breasts?  How will you explain them the next time the family 
goes to the beach?" Fear of eventually losing you to 
transsexualism is eclipsed by the more immediate fear of losing 
you to a heart attack or stroke. 
 
In most cases there is yet another specter of loss.  A wife may be 
willing to forego her own dreams and live out her life with an 
openly transgendered husband, but what about their children?  
Children need their father.  Fatherlessness is the leading cause of 
social pathology today.  Will their children's future be sacrificed?  
Who will be there to give their daughters in marriage?  Whom 
will their sons bring their fiancees to meet?  More immediately, 
will their daddy be there to watch their sports events?  Take them 
camping?  Model healthy manhood? 
 
Then there are fears of economic loss.  Will he lose his job if his 
boss finds out?  Will the family lose their home?  Has he thought 
of contingency plans?  What is his vision of the future?  Does it 
include his wife and children?  Just where is all this going? 

 

Where Al  T is Is Goi gWhere All This Is Going 
by Jane Ellen Fairfax 
 
Our love and our devotion 
Were deep as any ocean. 
Then one day, like the tide, you began to change. And you 
became - a perfect stranger. 
- "Losing You" 
 
Losing us!  Many a crossdresser's wife lives in fear that a 
stranger, once her life partner, will announce, set-faced, that he is 
abandoning their relationship.  How I wish I could dismiss those 
fears as groundless!  All too often, however, I have seen them 
justified by reality.  Unless a transgendered person is a primary 
transsexual, there is no reason he cannot spare his wife the loss 
she fears.  "Why," ask some wives, "do I have to be the one to 
control the crossdressing?" Good question!  Crossdressers can 
and should do their part to define a mutually satisfactory role for 
crossgender expression in a lifecommitted relationship.  To reach 
a solution requires that we reaffirm our marriage vows and place 
"our" needs before "my" wants. 
 
It all starts with love - the love that will not see its object hurt.  
Most honest crossdressers can set general boundaries for 
crossgender expression.  These boundaries will create a "safe 
estate" in which a couple will be free to explore and 
accommodate each other's needs.  According to a recent study, 
over 82% of crossdressers are exclusively heterosexual.  Early on 
I was able to reassure Frances that my crossdressing would not 
affect my sexual orientation.  Like most crossdressers, I am one 
person - a genetic male attracted to women.  The question of 
Jane's sexuality thus became moot!  Freed from that fear of loss, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) (Where All This Is Going)  
Frances and I were able to define a place for Jane in the sexual 
aspect of our marriage. 
 
Establishing a "safe estate," crossdressers can also assuage the 
fear of loss to sexual reassignment.  Here, a little mental "elbow 
grease" is required.  Sometimes the crossdresser can fantasize the 
various aspects of life as a woman, and ask himself whether he 
would be happy if his male self were destroyed.  Attending a long 
convention and staying en femme for a week convinced me that 
my masculine side was valuable.  When Frances asked me 
whether we would eventually retire as a couple of little old ladies, 
I honestly did not know.  She did know, however, that she would 
not lose me to sexual reassignment, and that I was totally 
committed to sparing her hurt.  Fortified, she was able to resolve 
with me specific questions of how much feminine expression I 
needed.  Giving our relationship a "safe estate" saved us a lot of 
battles. 
 
In dealing with specific questions, Frances and I concede each 
other basic rights and serve as each other's advocate.  She knows 
Jane is a precious part of me.  Because she loves me, Jane is 
precious also to her.  When questions of expression arise, she 
always tries to say "Yes" to Jane.  Even when she must say "No," 
however, she usually finds a way to reaffirm Jane's worth.  
"Society," she may say, "is just not ready for that." Frances, like 
most wives needs me as a man, so I try to see that Gil is there for 
her.  When the subject of hormones came up, we let our love 
solve the dilemma.  Jane wanted breasts, so Frances wanted her 
to have them.  Yet my love for her would never put at risk our 
sexual relationship, or risk a premature death.  Premarin creme 
plus molding with a bra provided Jane with small but feminine 
breasts and heightened sensitivity, while safeguarding France's 
needs for a functioning husband. 
 
As the years have passed, we have found many beautiful things in 
our relationship.  Because I have her active approval, I have felt 
less the temptation to push Jane into areas that might threaten our 
marriage.  My establishing a "safe estate" has left Frances free to 
explore and accept even more.  And so love begets love, and 
growth begets growth - for both of us. 
 
Effecting a safe estate requires insight.  But insight does not 
happen without honesty.  The crossdresser needs to perceive 
where fantasy ends and reality begins.  This means facing head-
on some stark truths.  Crossdressers are not two persons, but one.  
Society has not reached the point of full acceptance, so bosses, 
children's peers, friends and relatives may be less than enamored 
with crossgender expression.  Sexual reassignment will usually 
yield a result that is less than perfect, and the Y-chromosome can 
never be erased.  Hormones can net breasts and skin-softening, 
but carry the risk of life-threatening side effects and obliterate 
sexual function.  In Genderland there are plenty of people who 
will tell the transgendered person what he wants to hear.  

(Continued on page 5) 

ADVERTISING NOTESADVERTISING NOTES by Sunny 
 
The Fashion Exchange at 201 W. St. Charles Rd. in Villa 
Park has rescheduled their open house. It is set for Sunday, 
December 3rd, from 1 to 5 PM, with snacks and beverages 
being provided, so pick out your ritzie outfit for the Ritz. 
 
Also, the Fashion Exchange has announced that they will 
remain open Tuesday evenings for your shopping enjoyment 
if you call in advance. 
                           * * * * 
Verna Venus at 3648 W. Fullerton Ave, Chicago, invite you 
to a get aquainted open house on Sunday, January 14th, from 
1 to 6 PM. Colleen and Verna carry a complete line of Avon 
cosmetics, lingere, hosiery, and accessories. Colleen has 
informed my that she has a limited supply of hard to find 
large size rings (11-12-13) available, so stop in before they're 
all gone. 
                           * * * * 
I'm pleased to introduce our newest advertiser, Second 
Vouge, Inc. located at 3510 Milwaukee Avenue in 
Northbrook, Illinois. Jan, the owner, is a nice friendly person 
and is planning to have a special transgender evening every 
month on the third Friday, from 6 to 10 PM, for you shy 
girls. Next months special evening will be on Friday, 
November 17th, but remember you are welcome anytime 
during normal business hours. Jan carries upscale new and 
consignment clothes, shoes, and jewerly, so stop in and say 
hello. 
 
 

Amanda’s AD 
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(Continued from page 1)  (Deanna’a Diary) 
needing to be reported. Our thanks to Sunny, Miranda, Candace, 
Rori, and Naomi on their reports. My apology to anyone 
overlooked, I kept poor notes that night and most of this is from 
memory. 
 
As also discussed last month, at the October meeting, we had 53 
dues paying attendees; at $10.00 per person, that is an income of 
$530.00. The meeting room was $379.00 and the refreshments 
were $158.00, for a total of $537.00 in expenses. For all of us 
non-geniuses, that is a net LOSS of $7.00. I am recommending an 
increase in meeting fees to $15.00 until we are in better financial 
shape. I received a few letters of support since last months article, 
and we had a very concerned discussion at the October meeting, 
but nothing was resolved nor was anything recommended and 
enacted upon. Please consider this a most important item to 
resolve. 
 
I was very excited to see the great response to Peggy Rudd's 
book, Love Calendar; I have more that I will bring to the next 
meeting.  If you liked that book as demonstrated, make it a must 
to purchase her other three. Peggy's first book, My Husband 
Wears My Clothes, would most definitely list on any 
crossdresser's Top Ten list, closely followed by her Crossdressing 
With Dignity, and her most recent publication, 
CROSSDRESSERS: And Those Who Share Their Lives. All can 
be purchases through PM Publications, PO BOX 5304, Katy 
Texas, 77491-5304 at a special price of $39.00 for all four. Please 
add 15% for shipping & handling. (The preceding was an 
unsolicited advertisement) 
 
I hope many of you are considering attending the annual Chi 
Chapter Christmas Dinner and Award's Banquet, Puttin On The 
Ritz. We will be returning to the Ramada O'Hare again this year; 
with our past history of great parties, this year's event promises 
even more events to remember.  Besides the always great food 
from the Ramada, and the good dancing music that lasts until the 
early morning hours, Naomi has arranged for Sandra Cole to 
make a presentation during the day. The Chapter will then, and 
not as a result of her presentation, be honoring Sandra with our 
Chi Chapter Achievement Award as the person outside of the 
chapter who has provided the most to the community. Sandra is a 
most worthy recipient of this award as she has been a mainstay of 
support in the community for more years than she or I wish to 
mention. 
 
I truly encourage you to attend this year. It is the one time of the 
year for us to put on our finest or best outfits, and really get 
"glitzy". It is a time to bring that someone special, if she is 
willing to share this night with you. So, get into that holiday 
spirit; check out and patronize those supporting vendors who 
advertise in our monthly newsletter. Their care and attentiveness 
to our special needs is a blessing. 
 
One final statement on the banquet. Last year a disturbing 

situation occurred that I wish not to happen at any future 
event. Some of our 'members' attending the dinner with  
"escorts". This is not permissible. I am sorry if I am offending 
anyone out there, but for the majority who wish this not occur, 
I need to make this known. The wishes of those who are 
innocently offended outweigh the fantasy needs of the few 
that this may offend.  
 
Thanks to all for listening to my words and I hope to see you 
all at next month's meeting. It is our Thanksgiving meeting 
and we much to be thankful for this year. 
 

 
MONTHLY TREASURER'S REPORT 

 
INCOME 
 
MEETING FEES        
REGULAR DUES             
NATIONAL DUES          
BOOK SALES            
ADVERTISING         
BANQUET                  
 
      SUB-TOTAL        
 
EXPENSES 
 
MEETING ROOM           
REFRESHMENTS           
 
MISC                       
 
NOW ACCOUNT            
 
      SUB-TOTAL        
 

(Continued from page 4)  (Where All This Is Going)  
Rejecting such self-delusion, the crossdresser must insist upon 
the truth.  For his decision will mean happiness or misery for 
his wife, his children, and himself. 

Reprinted from FIESTA! of the New Mexico Chapter of Tri -Ess 
 
 

 
 

$530.00 
$80.00 

$105.00 
$35.00 

$184.40 
$30.00 

 
$964.80 

 
 
 

$379.00 
$158.00 

 
$4.00 

 
$423.80 

 
$964.80 
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In 1985 CHI Chapter created a special award to be presented 
annually to someone not necessarily a member of the chapter for 
their special guidance, support of encouragement.  This is the 
award that highlights and keynotes our annual awards banquet 
and Christmas party and this year we have selected Dr. Sandra 
Cole to be our guest of honor. 
 
Past recipients of the award include Phyllis Levy, Prof Alan 
Lanning, Mariette Pathy Allen, Barbara McCoy Getz Judy 
Simmons and our own Rachel The Chi Chapter Wives and 
partners as a group, Dr. Peggy Rudd, Jan 
Sandretti, Rori Petros and our own Sally. 
 
This year's recipient, Dr. Sandra Cole, is a 
Professor at the University of Michigan 
Medical School and is Acting Co-ordinator 
of it, Comprehensive Gender Services 
Program.  She is a sexologist and is an 
AASECT (American Association of Sex 
Educators, Counselors and Therapist) 
certified Sex Educator and Counselor.  Dr. 
Cole serves on the AASECT Board and 
served as its president from 1989 to 1994.  
She is also an elected Fellow of the Society 
for the Scientific Study of Sex.  For the past 
25 years she has taught sex education to 
medical students and is noted for her 
pioneering work in sexual concerns in 
Rehabilitative Medicine, working with people with disabilities. 
 
For more than 12 years Dr. Cole has been assisting the gender 
community specializing in topics of health, intimacy and 
relationships.  She has worked with all members of the 
community including wives and partners.  She has also been a 
consultant, participant, colleague, 
discussion leader and friend to most of the national and regional 
gender conferences including our own BE ALL Weekend.  

Save th  dat !  Save he date!Save the date!  Save the date!  

  
Chi Chapter’sChi Chapter’s  

  

PUTTIN’ ON THE RITZPUTTIN’ ON THE RITZ   
  

to be held on Saturday Evening,to be held on Saturday Evening,  
D cember 6, 199  at the Ramada Hotel O’HareDecember 16, 1995 at the Ramada Hotel O’Hare  

  
Dr. Sandra Cole to be ho oredDr. Sandra Cole to be honored  

Recently she visited Chi Chapter at our August 1995 meeting.  
As a special treat Dr. Cole has agreed to lead a discussion 
program on the topics of romance, intimacy and communications 
at PUTTIN' ON THE RITZ.  The seminar will be open at no 
extra cost to all Chi Chapter members and their partners during 
the afternoon of December 16, 1995.  The seminar will be held at 
the Ramada so plan to check-in early and spend the day with us.  
More details will be announced in the next newsletter. 
 
Chi Chapter has combined our annual awards banquet and 

Christmas Party with PUTTINI ON THE 
RITZ to make a really special holiday 
party.  By tradition it attracts many 
couples.  And, it is an opportunity to 
welcome our many friends. 
 
PUTTING ON THE RITZ stands for the 
idea that being elegant and beautiful makes 
one feel good and that "dressing up" is fun.  
After Dr. Cole's seminar in the afternoon 
we will have a hospitality room and we 
will have our usual friends such as Velma, 
Rachel.  Rori, Sally, and Fay there to help 
us achieve that very special loo, and also 
new this year, “nails”.  In addition, David 
will be there to take your portrait.  Further 
details, including how to make hotel 
reservations will be in the next newsletter.. 

 
So, this holiday season find something really "dressy" to wear 
and join us for music, dancing and fun at PUTTIN' ON THE 
RITZ! 
 
 
 








