
Eulogy For Don McLean 

A Class Act Ends Its Run 
A Personal 

Remembrance 
lly Carl Driver 

Don \le-Lean, kno\\'n prorc~sion­
alll' a ; Lol'i Shannon and to million~ ol 
r,11;s of ,-\I/ .In the Family as the d,-ag 
queen Bel'l,rk LaSalle, th,1 onk man 
Archie Bunke!' kissed, dit>d last Satu1'­
dav c\'(~ning as ~lission En1t~r;-~e11c\' 
Hc)spitill of an ilJ)JJan~nt heal't attack. 

The Ciluse of death . according to 
Da,·e Lei\:o\\'e of the Countv Coroner's 
office, "prnhably won't he determined 
ro,- lhl'ee to six weeks because of la 
numbe,- ofi to .,icolog, tests." 

I n,memlH,i' Don headlining at 
the old Count,,• Club 1110\\' Le Dom­
ino: in l\J,1. Tall and majestic, \\'ilh 
grt~at natural 1.:tlcnt and tren1endous 

Donald as Lori Shannon 

th{! pr·elt~ ' young thing ,vho ,,·orkcd 
\\'ith him at the Countn· Club. 

Don's list or cl'edits ;,11co111passed 
1110s! aspects of the <'nle1·tainn1<,nt 
\\'Ol'ld . lie \\ 'Oil cm <'led a\\·ards as ,111 
<'ntertaincr !Caban,! Cold •. as a di­
rcctol' 18r\TCCI, and as a critic ,cable 
C:a,-1. ,·et I think his g,-eatest cont,·i -
1,ut ion to the cnte,·tainmcnt indust1·,· 
and to gays l'\ 'cry\\·ht!l'e is n,nre sub­
tle. ,\()\ 'C l' fec,ling ii JWCCSSill'\ ' to '"~ 
1·ocal 01· in the forefront of Cal' Lih, he 
still had an enormous impact on ;itli­
tudes in this counll'\' lo\\'arcl hornu­
se.,ualit,·. The sc,nsiti,·ity and svm­
pallw \\ "ilh \\'hich he portra\'c,d thc, 
rirst tranS\'CStiti, to llt' shO\\ 11 realist ­
icalh on national telc,1 ·ision had an 
untold effect on count less \ ·ic\\ '(~rs 
\\ ·ho. often fur the first time, realized 
that drag queens \\'ere 1101 just " fun-
1w" men \\ ·ho liked tu dn,ss up in skirls 
l>ut ,,·en~ real and P\ 'Pn likahlP h11111;111 

IH!ings. 
I first met Don sl10,-1iv after lw 

came to San F,-ancisco. Al th.11 timc, 
n1ost cros~-o, ·cr enterlaincrs ,,,ere \'U­

cifornus in calling themsekes "fem a le 
impersonators." ;'l:ot Don . he \\ 'as a 
d,-ag queen and proud of it. r\lso, 
unlil..e the then popular fad , IH, ""\'f"' 
ll'ied lo mold himself into a , ·apid 
\larilvn \lonrne, Jane :\1ansfi<eld imi­
tation , hut created tlw charncter Lol'i 

i:: Shannon \\·ho dominah,d her mater­
;:'.: ial and·\\·ho \\'Oil 0l'CI' countless aud­
-~ iences \\ 'ith biting \\ ' il. great charn1, 
~ and aln·a~ s a class act. 
~ r\s dean of local gal' ne\\·spapPI' 
~ theater critics 1he \\ 'as EntertainnH•nt 
S Editor IH'I '<' ill CALIFOf1\'L-\ \'OICE 
c, fl'om ,\p1'il l!J80 to OctolJe,- l!J82 after 
~ h;n·ing pn" iuusl)· held the same as­

sign1ne11t at BAH and ,,·as holding thal 
p~sition ill the Sentinel at the li;,w of 
his dcath l, lw \\'as equa)h- individual­
istic. ,\n insightful re,·ie\\'er, he \\'l'0te 
with a i>arbed \\'ii that often left 
readers laughing \\ 'hile p1·oduct~rs. di­
r~clors. or aclors cring:c~d. . He rP­

fp,-,-ecl to one much IJallvhoued tot11 ·­
ing shO\\ ' as being "as .-\n1erica11 as 

innate co1nic tin1ing. lie ,vas, I thought, 
roulish tu hal'e a back-up drag who 
\\'as much , ·ounger, <extl'emell' prellv 
and se.w. In i!l83, Don won the Cah­
arc~t Gold r\,vard asoutstandingstand­
up comic of the yea I' as well as pla,·ing 
an cight ~\\'ce k gig: at a 111ajor club in 
Prm inceto\\'n on Cape Cod. Toda,· I 
do not even remc:mbe,- the name of 

apple pie and as exciting as a cold 
mashed polalo sand\\·icl1_ " He \\'as a 

~ . 

Donald llrfcLean in a recent photo session for Atherton Hotel advertisements 

founding nwmhe,- of the Bay Area 
Thea In; Critics· Ci,-cle, \'et he lall,i· re­
signed o, ·f~I' policy diflcrcllc<~s. Never 
one to coul'I pupulal'it\', Don could be 

• dPpended upon to say what he n,;dly 
thought. 

Although we wel'e not close 
friends , \\'e nevt!I' had a n1Pal orc,·en a 
drink tugethe1', I alwavs looked fol'­
\Vard to seei11g hin1 at an opcning. 
kno,, ·ing he ,,·otdd soon ha,'(! llH! 

laughing at his caustic 0J1(!- li11< !rs. 

\\ 'hil,i he and I often diffel'ed in ot11· 
assess1nent of shO\\'S, I rcspcc1ecl 11i~ 

opinions and al\\·ays adn1ired his con­
stancy in in\·ariahly being hirns{~lf. 
Pc,rhaps it seems strnnge to refc,- to a 
drag quepn as rugged, hut in his ,vay 
Don l\lcLean \\'as as rugged an indi­
\'idualist as those legendar\' charac­
lel's \\'ho opened up the \\ 'est. Todav, 
there ani too fe\\' true indi, idualists 
and he will IHi missed. hut not 
forgotten. 


