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MUSIC + ARTS

occasionol . - : ‘ iggs, od sales direcior ferry Marfn cmd lor\ghme
meeting of the . - - . Riggs’ friend . Phote Duone Baskins.
- underground ‘
queer press
and their fans.
Best of the fest:
. Ben s Dead’s
i 4 " Glamour issue
with “Beauty Tips for Junkies,” Sin Brothers' :
TRADE skullcaps, and Lyle Ashton Harris' flow-
less "Miss Gil” tshirts {piciured]. Worst idea:
MASK [Mothers Against Serial Killers)
ghoulish tshirts of Jeffrey Dohmer. The
night be in Frisco, head:
ed by A Different Light's Rachel
Pepper, ot Toronto, Canada.
headed by2 -

Go'on Ms. President Thing
Gl Quite unlike the aver-
age American, but
like your average S en o e 5 ] . |
IfcnywhoreMsJoanJa‘l't ‘ W - o L?\::::
Blalkde moves with o quick J : ABW T4 o
ness inio super real supersiordom:
This body builder and drag
performance atfist first
become a Chicago moy 4
oral candidate and is /
now a presidential hope-
ful. Photeop or bust, Blakk
continues a shameless affair
with the local poporazzi {sev- \
~eral Nighflines covers cnd @
counting]. But- what's really
fresh are some arfists’ rendermgs
Or like they say, you ain't really




Perfect Casting
Audrey Hepburn in
The Jacquline de
Ribes Story.
Jacquline de Ribes in
The Audrey Hepburn
Story.

..Shoulda Been a
Drag Queen
Grace Jones
Ultra Naté
Adeva
Stephanie Mills
Diana Ross
Eartha Kitt
Patti LaBelle
Tamara Dobson
Lady Miss Kier
Annie Lennox
Bette Midler

Oh,no!
“No, I can’t front you.”
“No, you can’t come
in?

“No way José.”
“No, I don’t think s0.”
“No, none for me,
thanks.”

“No, I've never tried

* that.”

“No, I haven’t had any

work done.”
“No, these are
Payless.”
“No, I’ve never done
him.”
“No, it ain’t.”
“No, don’t be like
that.”
“No, I don’t.”
“No, sorry.”

Fucking Like
Bunnies
Jessica Rabbit
The Lady Bunny
The Goddess Bunny
Pussy Dujour
Pussy Galore
Bunny and Pussy
Pussy Washington
Justine and the Pussy

. Cynthia P. Caster
Chuck Gonzales
~ Eric Kozoil
Roger Noel
Byrd Bardot
Tom E.

cats from Outerspace
Pussy Plantain
Pussy Du Jour
Octopussy
Pumpkinhead

Stay In! Malone
Ashford and Simpson Arlis Ball
k.d. lang Simone Bouyer
Olivia Newton-John

Jeff Morris
Merv Griffin :

Billy Preston Artists IN
Randy Travis Keith Haring
Richard Gere ~ Jean Michael
Stedman Graham Basquiat
Sherman Helmsley Lee Kay
- David Cole Tina Chow
Arsenio Hall Rick Tuttle
Michael Feinstein David Hockney
Michael Jackson Simone Bouyer
Whitney Houston James Battle
Magic Johnson Warhol
Carl Lewis
Luther Vandross No, no, no !
Richard Chamberlin Sharon Stone
Tom Sellek Michael Douglas
Jason Priestly Joan Van Aark
Family Feud Did you say...
Mother Father Sister sex? :
Brother (MFSB) - records?
Steak Daddy money?
Soror drinks?
Sustah Gurl drugs?
Big Sista rally?
BigDaddy . all expenses paid?
BigMama ~ ‘
Mama's Baby Smut
 FratBro ass
- BroHam ~asshole
Brother Man 0 vhalls
Pops - basket
Moms . bird
My Cousin box
Yarborough, Peoples. ~ buns
~ and Folks . bgkes
: - cookies
Type Talk cock
Steve Lafreniere  cream
Steve Marton cum
Kim Lovely cunt
Arlene Ayalin “elit
Craig Siegle dick
Brian Matthews fuck

groin
hole
meat
manhole
boy pussy
pearl
pookipsie
poontang
pussy
schlong
slit
snatch
tits

Ringin’ It
Ma Bell
Patti LaBelle

:Belle of the Ball
‘Southern Belle
Belle du Jour

Bold Etlgosi ~
Bel-Tone
Clara Bell
Aunt Blue Bell
Bells of St. Mary
Belladonna
Cioa Bella!
Bellissimo
Bell Epoch
Vanessa Bell
Armstrong
Bell, Book and Candle

Pardon My French
En Vogue
Bas Noir
Cherchez Le Femme
Sassy Fitzpatrick
France Joli
Plastic Bertrand

Dinosaur DJs
Ralphi Rosario
Joe LoPresti

Turtle :
Frankie Knuckles
André Hatchett
Jeff Davis
Joe Shanahan
Larry Brewer
Fred Hands
Larry Levan
Joe Smooth
Peter Lewecki




¥'s hard to be out and about
in New York City these days
and not know of The Lady
Bunny. In no less than the nine
years she’s moved from
Adlanto, Georgia to live in
NYC, she has inviolably
become on indispensible fix-
_ ture within the city’s downtown
;. club and enterfainment circuit.
Diplomat, organizer, mother,
girlfriend, sister, dancer,
singer, fashion plate, host-
ess and beauty, hers is the
-charm capable of seduc-
- ing a crowd or the sole
- admirer, She's the force
“behind the power of
Wigstock, NYC’s annual
multi culturel, multisexual
celebration of dragdom.
Already seven years running
it has fast become an institu-
fion among the youthand
underground movements in
Gotham and across the natiol ~
With RuPaul, Deee-Lite, Larry Tee,
Lohoma Van Zandt, Mona Foot, and
Barbara Patterson Loyd, Wigstock
continues fo feature some of the
best in camp and cult entertainment.
Last year’s festival drew an estimat-
ed ten thousand spectators to Union
Square Park. During a visit to NYC
for the festival in ‘91, | met Bunny
at the ShaSha Cafe in the Village.
Later, | learned this would be couse
for speculation from some who
wondered, “What does Lady Bunny
have to do with & black and gay -
magazine?”

Iy Tt i

PHOTO Michael Wakefield from My Camrade
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TA: What were you listening fo
just mow on your headset?

LB: Oh, the lufest stuff. You know, “Makin’ Happy”
and whatever. | have this friend thot does these for
me. | don't buy records; | get fapes.

I just like whatever, you know the stuff you hear
out af the clubs. | like soul music mostly. I'm a big
soul music fan from way back. | love Motown and
all of that stuff, f0o0. But [ get enough of the
Motown stuff not to have to go out and buy if. | am
o huge Diana Ross fan! I've loved Diana through-
out the years. Throughout the years!

TA: You poor thing! Really, what
did you think of Werking
Overtime ? We voted it that
year’s most embarrassing come-
back.

LB: Oh, | loved Working Overfime! | actually love
every track on thai album!

TA: Gee, you're a true diehard!
You amnd B-Boy. Y'all love the girl.
Oh, she only has jillions of ador-
ing fans!

LB: 1am! | iruly am! Actually, my all-time favorite
Diana Ross song is “Work That Body”! So that
shows how fired | am! (screoms and loughs)

TA: Yeah, I°li concede “Work That
Body” and “The Boss” were two
of her best efforts. Framkie
(Knuckies) used to play the sickest
mixes of the Boss at the
Warehouse and | remember
“Work That Body” fiercely pre-
miering at the Powerplant.

- 1B: Really! Oh, I love her! The Boss is my favorite

album! [ love il

TA: Let’s talk about the festival.
When was the original ideu for
Wigstock? How long ago did you
first do it?

LB: Seven years ago. It's very much a group ideg,
actually, between several people hanging out ot the
Pyromid one night, boozin’. And after the Pyramid
closed, me, Wendy Wild, Brian Butferick who was
and sill is one of the managers at the Pyramid,
and several members of this group, siraight guys, o

“group called the Fleshiones, got fogether. They're

'kind of like a rock group that's populor around col-
lege music circles. We were just clowning around on
the bandshell in Tompkins Square Park, late, lote af
night. We did it there for the first six years. But
they were more into the rock and roll scene and so
they wanied to combine drag and rock and roll and

have some kind of festival.

TA: Hud you intended Wigstock to
be annual?

LB: Well, it probably would've died there but | took
the inifiotive and found out that it was very easy fo
get a pork permit, which is like a fifty dollor appli-
cofion fee, and a five dollar Amplification of Sound
fee from the police department. The police have
always been very helpful with Wigstock. And usual-
ly the Parks Department is very helpful. | mean,
I've never encounered any opposition from them
because of the content or tone of the event. The
very gy fone of the event! {Laughs all around.)
Well, 1 hate to say ‘gay event’ because then it's too
limiting. | mean, ninety percent of the performers
are goy and probobly seventy-five percent, or
more, of the crowd is gay but everybody is wel-
comed there. It's not exclusively gay. It really bugs
me fo see some gay groups passing out flyers that
say I Hofe Straights.’ 1 was ot the Pyramid one
Sunday night, and they're sort of catering fo, or
are pretending o cater to, a gay crowd. I'm not
Irying fo read them, but they're trying to appeal fo
the militant East Village faggot who's in ACT UP,
and who wears military boots, people with bald
heads, and they're trying 1o get a hard, cruisey
atmosphere and they call the night ‘FUCK." And so
the MC got on the mike one night and said, in o
voice that I've heard guys use when they're irying
to sound more butch on the phone sex line...

TA: Och...!

LB: {Intoning o phony deep voice), “Welcome to
FUCK! FUCK is queer! If there's any straight couples
here, please refrain from making out on the dance-
floor!” And that got a really big cheer from the
audience! And | just thought it was so silly. |
thought, how can you be ot odds with ninety per-
cent of the people on the fuce of the earth. | mean,
if it wasn't for siraight people makin’ out... how the
fuck do you think your gay ass got here, honey?!
(Screams and laughs all around)

TA: Wigstock looks expensive,
how do you pay for everything?
LB: Yeah, it's expensive even though we do i s
inexpensively as possible. It was a lot more expen-
sive this yeor. We have great sponsors. Limelight
and Crowhar have been just great. The others were
(reative Time and MAC Cosmetics ond Coffee Shop.
Plus we sold ads in the program and we held o lot
of benefits ot Channel 69 and ot the Bank ond ot
Sugor Reef Restourant. We solicited privaie dona-
fions. | even sent a letier to Madonna, thinking thot

she might want o tax write-off, but | don't think
she got the letter. | iried faxing it fo her publicist,
but of least now she knows of the event and maybe
next year... we'll see. We approached Absolut, but
we're a little bit wackier than Gay Pride Doy and
they did not take the nibble even though Benjomin
Lui, was helping us contact them.

TA: | remember him as Ming
Vauze. | suw him backstage look-
ing marvelous. What’s he up o
lately?

LB: Right now he's launching Donna Koran's
mensweor line at Barney's. He's really helpful, he's
a real mover and shaker and s very well connected
in the PR world and knows how things should be
done. Basically, it's Scott Lifshutz ond | who orgo-
nize the whole thing, but Benjomin and Bobby
Miller, who is my hairdresser, helped out with ad
sales and everything.

TA: More aubout Benjamin, though.
How’'d you meet each other?

LB: Well, you know he was Andy Warhol's personal
assistant for quite a while and he invited me fo din-
ner with him and Andy and several friends for one
of Benjomin’s birthday parfies and | came in drag
and Andy Warhol kept taking all these photographs
of me, and | was loving it! And somebody later said
to me; Andy often takes out his camera with no
film in it! Aaoahhh!! And that was probably one of
those nights! But it wos workin' for me, honey! |
was posin’ up a storm! 'm not sure how we first
met. I've just always seen him out and stuff. He
actually performed the first couple of years at
Wigstock and he doesn’t seem to actively pursve
performing. He's got asick sense of humor, kinda
twisted. He'll do a lip sync number where it's really
more jangling loud bracelets than knowing the
words 1o the song. Sick stuff like that. But he's
been such a big help with everything.

TA: Bunny, who influences your
look? You look so great wll the
time. [ think it’s a real soft look.
LB: Hoaaa! God, | always say,"Get a loton!” |
love Barbara Eden to death! Love, love,love her! |
love Charo and | love the Gabor sisters, especially
Isa Isn, she's so compelling. | mean, you just can't
take your eyes off of her. | loved that whole police
assault thing, that was so genius; an older has-been
running oround with an open flask and then
smacking a police officer. I'm sure it was all invent-
ed by her publicist. | hope it was. | just love looking
at her on the screen with all that white hair and the
whittled down nose and the silicone cheeks and the



slanted eye make-up, | just think that's it! | love
that she sees herself as this...this...thing! Sill. |
think whether | fike it or not, there’s probably o fit-
tle finge of Mrs. Roper in me, you know from
“Three's Company.” {Laughs)

TA: How’d you come to hosting
the parties at Limelight?

LB: Well, they'd wanted me to be more involved
with the parties and actively promote the club. It's
basically straight and there are o few club kids that
I host the parties with and the boys loveusto
death. You know, we tell them, “You boys just get
sexier every week!” And they love if. Here's these
teenaged body builders, and o lot of them hove
never seen drag before, and | much prefer that

over a club like Edelweiss where you sit around and

judge how far along girls ore with their hormones!
We don’t play any games with them like
used fo the siraight glrls domg with them, we just
come right out and let them know, “Hey, lets do i,
honey!” And the next thing you know you've got
those condoms out and... haooaa! But | love it
because the boys in there are the ones who would
kill you on the sireet for looking at them but here
they are surrounding you telling you that they get
the “fingle” with you that they don’t get with a real
girl. And oll these gorgeous boys looming around
me discussing the “tingle!” Honey, talking fo me

- about the “fingle!” Honey, Miss Thmg is feahng the

: ”hngle' hersalﬂ v

Honey, Miss Thing is

feeling the

“tingle” herself!

PHOTO Michael Wokefield from Ay Comrade
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the ’905. She’s hot, she s tnll she
knows how to do runwny and she’ s

album is The Return o arbooty, wuth
tracks “Free Your Mind” and
"Everybody Sny Love.”

Skinny Vinny: | once saw a You musl h e ha
fanzine of yours called New York  impression of New York.

is a Big Fat Greasy Ho. - R: Well, I'm from San Diego. | didn” tloave uail |
RuPaul: | learned early on that there were very few  was fifteen yeors old and went fo Atlonto, I
block effeminate performers ond that evenif my ~ never. reu“y been to a real city and th‘e,r,ey in Aﬂanm
products weren't going fo be published, I wasstil | was born again. In San Diego | lived in o mm&

W going fo wrife them. Looking back, it's kind of ghetto where no one expected unyihmg of me.

- scory because | was so revealing. l revealed every-  Any mdmduuhty was squekhed My only refuge
thing in those books. - e. There | met show

- §V: | thought they were great by l college for me until i

~ because dearly here was someone  came up here y. Atlanto is o mystical
who had no problems getting ~ ploce. There is more racism ouisrde of the Souih

~ their vision out to many people.  thon msnde the South The Nonh hos mvtsable

BHOTO Renosidi?f& i
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prejudice. underground videos. The album is the soundi R: Special features. |did one on hookers on 14th
$V: What about racism and to “Starbooty Iil.” Before, Starbo Street. | went out with the girk and posed os one
RuPaul?  more goody-two-shoes, but th b ~of them. Then | osk one what she thinks of my out-
R: It hurts. People put others down 1o try to feel  and more sossy. This Starboc k- fitond she smiles and says “Bitch, | think you're
betier themselves. Also, it's the Dorothy thing; it~ en and call someon orfuc just going to pull $7000.00 tonight, cuntlil” | did

wias within herself oll along. It's not something pumping it up because when | did I another feature on the new black Barbie, which is
you'll find on a drugstore shelf, or from going 0wl went out o5 an asironaut in a Pmon  the new Africon-American Borbie, Shawnee. |
and hoving all these one night stonds. [hope that  stage, | asirolproject fo the ba - dressed os 0 guy ond inferviewed o psychologist
the world, with the miflennium coming, will have ~ ing“Whot does this audience ? uttell, some kids at Toys R Us, then, during
people look within to spirituality. What do | want fo see me o iew | hove o flashback, o dream
$V: You've ulways seemed fo me  see me with the longest le seqtreme and I say: “Hmmm, | fesl like Shawnee
like a breath of fresh air among @  the skimpiest outfits. The ch he myselt.” ond ;pnof' I'm Smrbooty

tabal of bitchy queens. How do stage und | do it. ‘

Y°“ do it? SV: I've felt i#"s easy to |

've been positive, and it is hurd amongsomuch  what you like to see cnsm '
neguhvny, but | stay positive. Negofivityismotmy  them, when you're up !here,
woy of doing magic. Whot you believe comes true.  mot 50 obvious. ‘
You can chonge your destiny by
changing your thoughs. 've always
believed | wos a star, |just had 1o
show people that | wos.
SV: And that you have
done. Tell me, what’s it T '
like being on stage and "They want fo see me vnlh the
doing the big festivals?
R: My biggest ambition now isto go
to Japan. With the reincarnation of
Starbooty here in the ‘90s, | decided
'd do more legs, bigger hair; you
know, turn the volume up on every-
thing 1'd touched on before.
5V: 1 suw Starbooty, |
loved it and was in
shock that there was a videogra-
pher out there somewhere mak-
ing such a creative and bodacious
video, but | must admit my
favorite point of Starbooty wus ut
the end when you, o black drag
queen, look head-on into the am-
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Willi Ninja was born to dance. With no formal imini’ng, he heos
honed a whole new creative dance language: voguemg. Malcolm
McLaren captured him for the definitive “Deep in Vogue” video, and
suddenly vogueing was “crossing over.” His sense of style and move-
ment made him a hot commeodity as a fashion runway choreographer,
and brought him work in the music video indusiry as well.

I caught wind that he was in Chicago for a few days doing a corporate
trade show, and tracked him dewn. The only time for an interview
wovuld be at the crack of dawn, in the dressing room while the girls fin-
ished hair and makeup. Without the aid of caffeine | made the early
call. My fears of meeting ‘u*"ﬁereoruling diva” ended when [ met
Willi. Truly friendly and down to earth, in a model-model world, Willi
has his head on straight.



Robert Ford: Let’s start with one  you hove an odupiable mind, anything con be your  lives together!” So I say, “But dorling, where were

of those questions you’ve proba-  teacher. you? What kind of a neighborhood did you come
bly answered a million times: how RF: Are you in touch with the Mew  from ond what kind of education did you have

do you give the history of vogue:  York ball scene much af ali? because of your money? Give these kids their due.
ing? WN: Not really. When | am, Igoin as ajudge. My Tt might not be your cup of tea but at leest they did

Willi Ninja: Not o million, about four million five compefition days ore looong gone! I'm supposed fo  something that kept them out of trouble for o little
hundred fimes..As you know, the dance storfed in —— it 'mintown in July S iudge the Chanel buH, while. Gave them some way fo let loose their ener-
the black drag bolls in Horlem. 1t progressed liter-  because they're starting theirs up ogain. | dofike gies and frustrations. You have the chance fo go
ally, 1'd say, from the hand movements the drag 10 go back to say “hey, | didn't forget.” To help on; give these kids their chance fo do something for
queens used o do with the “La (age Aux Folles” other people get out and try to further their coreers  themselves.” We've got fo stick together, not fight
look; big feathered fandance moves. And becouse  as well. I's hard sometimes when you're frying to  each other.

there were a lot of them that didn’t wantfo get up  keep yourself floating, and you wani fo keepyour-  RF: There are so many fuctions n
in drag. Alot of the boys that didn’t want fogoup  self in the eys, but you con't help nobody else if the gay community

in drag wonted stuff to do for themselves, cote- you can’t help yourself. WN:...Too many domn factions as far os I'm con-
gories they could compete in and win. I'mnotsure  RF: Have you seen that scene cerned.

who created or invented it, but if goes back fo the change much over the years? Has RF: Those people who want o

early seventies. The moves progressed fromthat it grown any? "siruig’hl-u(ﬁng/ straight appear-

fandancing; also out of the fashion mogozines.  WN: It's grown os for as new ideas and concepts ing” slide into the mainstream
Making the moves  little more drosticand to the ~ because now if's multiraciol, almost. Now,some ~ thing and they don’t want drag
beat. Old school was a lot of hand movement, heterosexuals foking part. And | also see it getting ~ queens and Iea!her gueens fo be
hardeore, quick hand movements ond a lot of poses kind of evil, because the new kids that are coming  visible,
to the beat of the music. And os the yeors pro- in are again foking the wrong idea; foking the bod ~ WN: Darling no. Catch iy you're being hated, not
gressed, they {ust kept going on and on, udoptmg inst the g because you're feminine, not because you're a drog
ond adding new things. IVs busicolly your chal- ~~ RF: What did you think of Jenny’s  queen, not bemuse‘yau‘re u leather queen, not
lenge dance. Kind of like what breaking was for the ﬁlm, and the aftermath. hecause you're macho: you're being hated becouse

 homeboys, vogueing wos for the gay population.  WH: The uftermath? | didn't even know thot there  you like another man, and you are o man. When

: lnstend of fnghfmg, you took it out on the dance wos going fo be any oftermath. Itwos justa pure  you get thatin your head, dorling you better stop

: , Huke. - ~ ; hatmg thot next person that's in the same boot that

1 enjoyed the film. | thought it wos well done. It~ . Ifyou're hating that next person, what
kinda educated people. It's like one secii gives you the right fo get something better than

;  whol all section of and lof that person? You're doing the same thing that the

throw a hnle shode here und there.” A lofof p mit New Yor le. f  heterosexual workd is doing fo you. My point of

ple, even in the gay community, see the shady side or ‘ - view of those people: they're full of s-h-i-t. Capitol
ofit, not the ort formside of it. e wh ot. That's S-H-1T with an exclamation point! You can quofe

RF: Do you see it gaining more lot of the interviews and stuff is correct thu! Bot me on fhat.

respect as an art form? it's just an educafion showing what hoppens when RF: Have you sensed a P“i“""‘

WN: Yeah, it's goining a lot of respect. PBS hos peop!e have fwo things going against them: color against voguers, that people

aired different programs with it, “House of Tress”,  and sexual preference. No, three things, excuse me: expect them o all be boosters or

“Everybody Donce Now”. s getling respect in the for o lot of them low income. They have to p shudy..

dance world, os an art form. Which is good Aot with new |deas ond toncepts fo create thelr own WN: You sow in the film where | stressed “I have

of professional doncers feel that there's no tech- ~ fife.. - the receipts, | bought this!” | wanted fo let them

nique. As o friend of mine said, “there is technique  RF: ...create their own souul know that I'm not one of those peaple. They

in o dance if they've studied it ond do it to perfec.  order. . assume that oll of us are. It's o hateful thing,

fion. So that's thexr technique. There’s fechnique in ~ WN: Yeoh "ydu re gonna create your own social because certainly not oll of us are. You hove Juon

, B, wholever.” Just fike in ballet,  world because you have no chance of being - Success- from the House of Adonis who dances with C&C,

just like in jozz. So give us our due itis ~ fulin the reuii rld. Some of them do, but it's such he's never lifted or done drugs in his life. You have

an ort Cform It is o dance. - o small number in that community. I's unreol! Lance Adonis who's now in Disneyworld os o Disney
; what | find oo is lot of middle doss : character. You have Kevin from the house of

WH: No, no formal frummg My formal training wos some of the rich ones) like, “Ugh! How could th ! Magnifique, working with Crystol Waters. There's o
waching PBS, my mother taking me fo the Apollo, lot of children out there that work. From House of
being fascinated by music and dance. Thotwasmy o _ Africa there's o makeup ariist in Europe. A lot of us
teacher, and a teacher only corrects what's already have gone on ond done well. And we have fo keep
inside of you. You don’t hove to have one person ng Rﬂhﬂl‘t ﬂ"‘“ - this posifive image out there, bocause they're
standing there , our teacl . : ~ assuming it's like, “waich them.” W

2 THING



in that gay movie? Thot drag, goy movie?’. ~ H: Strmghl whtte people that were domg nothing  baby out of twelve—that's eleven boys and one
T: Well, how do you feel about  but lough {;everythmg was. funny o 2hem i  girk—and | was always getting seconds.

, . boll world. Justlikein ~ A: We hear you’re u designer.

, fied is gomg uck-up, and then ~ H: Yes, | moke my own madness.
to be limiting yourself from wrr 0l's doing good. If's thesome T2 So what do you want to do
tain job opportunities? - thing in the guy world. Ihey show thns one in the  career-wise? Are you going to be
H: | do. There are certain things lsny notojust e don't ; __an entrepreneur, star model,
because of this fuckin’ movi -  Honestly actor...?
T: A lot of penple criticize the iHeen, ; H: | feel like modeling and dancing don't lost forev-

tive... | o er. So while you've got it, use and abuse it. So for,

mean, ina . . ; I've been to Osaka
lot of ways, & and Tokyo, Japan,
the film g% doing runway ond
transcended dancing in videos and

whaot a typi- O cerforming. As far
al movie | Xtravaganza, and 1'm well [kt
like that r designing tcongo s
would do. R respeeied as Hector i e
And you . o
know, more - RS Xiruvaganza.” | orking on nother
white people o e project that has 1o do
saw that MOVIG than M(Id( P - wus guy, she didn’t wont o give me. anythmg Sol ;wﬂh "Pons is Bummg, but ] dontwnnno count

ple, much less gay. ity olways went for the thing’s | needed. If | needed o my chickens before they're hatched.
of people that saw ihui mbvne ~ pair of shoes fo go fo school l!;wusn tjust to go A: lsit gomg to he another film?

were straight white peoplg, and hang out. My mother never gave me the mor H: Idon twant fo say, but this magazine will be
llke... ' ; ked for. ondstoleit. 'mthe  the first fo hear obout it, W
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auren tried o decide exaclly whento fer’s house o few duys ago. That's when she
- put the bullet through Clevelond’s heart o finally made up her mind about what to
as she sat ot the bor, one hand wrapped  do about Cleveland.
around the rosly gloss holding her fust-disap- ~ As she waiched the goy men ond drog
pearing vodka on the rocks, the other queens jockeying for space o express them-
cradling the gun in her purse on her lop. ~ selves on the finy dance floor of LeBaron’s,
Whitney Houston bellowed the chorus of her  she wondered if she should wait until she
new hit, doing her own background vocals, ~ cought Clevelond embracing some female
decloring again and ogoin and again:  wannabe and then shoot him. Or what if he
I'myour baby fonight ~ fellinto the arms of that rough-looking guy in
Louren wished the deejoy would play ~ the hooded sweatshirt, baggy jeans, and
something else because it scomed us it he had  backwiard boseboll cop in the comer? 0Or
been mixing and remixing that song forever.  should she govp behind (l’miﬂﬂd ushe
She hod ot first been ofraid fo venture into  danced, fap him on th
this low-down neighborhood that showed up from her purse curse htm, then il him? And
regulorly in the newspapers os reporters fal-  what if someone tried to stop her? Kill them
lied the body count from the shoofings and ~ too, she quxk!y decided.
stabbings and the occasional overdose. But
she had chuckled {well, olmost chuckled)  Miss Lotasha heurd the thumping of the
; _ when she reminded herself that bass eight feet away from LeBaron’s door,
Q she wos corrying o gun. She  and when she put one of her black velvet
/ had slipped it out of her pumps through the door, the bouncer
= % brother-in-law's secret hiding  seid,”Hi, Tosh,” and smiled ot her as he did
place while visifing her sis- ~every Friday night. She knew he wos shocked

£ THING
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1o see how toned down she looked tonight. No
Diana Ross mane of hair coscading down her back,
no sprayed-on-looking dress.

Instead she wore o simple black dress — hove
the knee 1o show off her well-toned legs (from lots
of bosketholl and track in high school), black stock-
ings, heels. Yes, her back wos out — and o beau-
tiful one it wos, 1o0. Smooth and brown, no pim-
ples, ever. Her hair greased and pulled back into
French roll, a rhinestone comb holding it in place.
Fake diamonds in the shape of starfish on her ears
because —toned down or not — she was still
MISS LATASHA. She hod been coming to LeBaron’s
since 1975, when she used to stuff socks or toilet
fissue in her bros for breasts. Now she hod real
ones {well, okay, foke “real ones”). Beautiful, cen-
terfold breasts. And the beard which she used to
cover up with layers of makeup was gone forever
{“When ore you going to get elecirocuted, “ an
older drag queen had asked years ago). And most
people hod forgotten that her name had once been
Leonard. Even her mother colled her Latasha now.
And her fans put a big, fot MISS in front of it.

As she made her way ocross the barroom, she
deliberately zigzagged the dance floor where the
lights were brightest when they floshed, and where
oll eyes would see her, removing her fake fur coat
and slinging if over her shoulder, the whiteness of
it accented by her lovely brown color.

“Hi, baby,” she smiled to someone who colled
out o her as she dodged dancers on the dance
floor : head high, lips perpetually moist and kissy.

Her best girlfriends were sitfing of o toble beside
the dance floor, glammed up os usual, right by the
tloor-to-ceiling mirror: Hettie in o big wig with
bangs (the Patti Labelle look); Arroya in o red
leather miniskirt, white stockings on her thick gold-
en legs, wearing her hair in a ponylail (from the
neck up looking like Billie Holiday on her “Lady in
Safin” album cover); Emma in a bustier showing off
her made-to-order titfies.

Lotasho hugged o young queen named Rhonda,
just a kid that she had recently faken under her
wing. It was then that she noficed fhe woman ot
the bar who seemed to be staring at her. Lotosha

looked awoy s one of her gentleman friends — u
consiruction worker type in corduroys, light fan
workboots, o cap and turtleneck — lit her cigo-
retie. Affer Lotosha lifted her head and smiled ot
him, she looked across the room again. That con-
firmed it. The womon wos looking af her. Well, ot
least it looked like o woman.

Lauren looked away this fime because evenina

place like this, normal manners dictated that you

‘not stare ot people, no matter how incredible they

look. She wondered {with a chilling laugh that no
one heard because of the pounding of the music) if
she were the only biological woman in this ploce.
But no, there was that foursome of leshians ot the
end of the bor kissing, caressing and “baby”-ing
each other (“Here's your drink, baby. Let me have
one of them cigareties, baby.”) She didn't know

of them or by o man who thought she was a man
pretending to be o woman. Or would they think
she wos o man turned into o woman fo o man
turned into o man with breasts and o dick? The
thought of oll those configurations wus enough to
make her order another drink.

y would o man want another mon?
= Why would o man want @ mon who
" looked like 0 woman instead of want-

ing o real woman? Why would o man wani o
“woman” who had once been o man? Why would
o man want & man who looked like ¢ woman but
hod o penis and breasis? And when you just
looked at one of those “things”, how could you tell
what they hod cut off or added anywoy? These
people were just real fucked-up, she concluded.
She felt a wave of revulsion ot the mentol pictures
she'd created of the various onatomical arrange-

mens she imagined herself surrounded by, ond fel :
quite nauseous. But the thought of going into the
lodies’ room — what did that sign mean in a ploce ¢

like this, anyway? — forced the bile back down
her throat, which she touched lightly with fhe fin-
gers of her gun-free hand.

Louren pretended not o look af the “thing” in

~ ; O} squinted of her through -
what would be worse — 1o be approached by one

 ips. The crowd bubbled up
 oround them in an

hoil of men ond

the black dress again, but she hod to admit that
s/he did look very, very smart. She glonced

toward the door once more in search of Cleveland,
the offender. The freak. While turning back, she
noted that Miss Black Dress was now on the donce
floor. Her long white fingernails were dromatical-
Iy highlighted against her skin as she ploced her
fingers on her thighs, balanced on killer heels that
looked o if she hod climbed o ladder and jumped

into them {an expression Louren’s mother used fo

describe women who wore nosebleed heels) and
- worked her shoulders to the music, filfing her heod

in various directions in fime fo the beat.

The man who hed lit Latasha’s cigarette so

-~ offentively donced with her in the same way, never

taking his eyes off her os he _

the smoke of the ciga-
rette that dangled from his

angry-looking

neor misses

:cntmued
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By TAdkms

For u time now, hardcore (hxago mghlcmwie!s have been speculating about the developmem of the “afterhours,” o party that
gathers ufter the club doses. 1t's an idea that goes way back with certain dubgoers who, in the okd days, say the lte 705, used
1o dush out of Carol's Speukeasy ot Sam and hit it over 1o the Warehouse, where the party wus just gatfin’ starfed. Other affer-

~ hours haunts were 161 West, The Powerplan, ond Medusa's. Lately however, with more restrictive cabaret and bar ficonsing

lows, too few pluoes exist where chiiren can cavort and carry-on into the wee small hours. Enter enterprising hosis and hostesses

 who take it upon themseives (and sometimes their unknowing roommates) ond y, “OK, let's afl go to my placel” And (as you

- might imagine) there are problems inherent with this type of hospitality. It can fost. For instance, what's fo
~ keep the entire club from coming over when you only want o few people? Or, how do you keep folks from getting out of hond or

making o mess and trashing the joint? Bringing us fo an importunt point: you cun just about get ay h anything us long os

. you're smart, discreet,considerate. Loud, obnoxious, and rowdy asses ain't welcome since nobody wants trouble with the neigh-

bors or the police. Like, recently when some not foo bright kids couldn't get into a host's building and, instead of waiting for
someane to come olong who knew the correct bell number, asininely decided to ring every bell in the fucking building! Of course,

- the netqhbo:s comphmed and 1hrea!emd to call Veral How fo do i right? Our sty Afterhours Guide.

 pory to suck up ol the goodies after they haven't con-  who! your people been el you but it's not olf about

‘l I(n;w your bost /hostess. Hurdly onyons K wiling ::;“"db:“j““'; skriclly for "';NQ;' :"’:‘nd o?efm::d full it : : '
1o host & house full of siangers but mosi people 0T auising. How, if a couple of friends want lo ; .
e vt ik home . pormen ey 19, e 8,20 4 o o sty sy o ABOVE L to R White Shoulders: Andy Substance, Ardeen and
o !:m i “"mm:&“‘fﬁ ";:‘1“”‘ the s Bill y(Mystic Bill)Torres in the Poramount Room ot Shelfer for Project
ol s o vty TROE GG T ORI Sucka! Rick Dovis styles a gongsta lean o the

o lobels n your dosal. f you overhear ot someone asks Lifyoudon't know somebody or don' vant them i Ouench openmg HE GIVES GOOD HEAD!: Keoki and Freddie Bain in
you, "Who's place s this, onyway?’ regard soid porson with your bricks.... kick them the fuk out! Or kindly sk them
suspicion and seriously consiéer osking them out. "Heed a 1o leave. Dot feel bad. You're only insuling and incon- the booth ot Cheeks

i ‘ verioncng your uest by akowing st ypes, for BELGW Good enough fo eat: (l to R) Michael Meza, Marsha, Chris

. exomple, fo wnrk the roof on mrybody
Kaow your plm; don’t be o hanger-on. lfyou (Pancake) Parlof Arleen ond Yummy Mark ot Neo. Photo, Al Corter
4w uin't invited, don’t think aroshing is going fo remedy Forewarn your rmnm(s)l Maybe it wosldn's
your plight. Chances are, if no one’s asked you, you ain't bother you to woke up to  house full of folks but I'd
welcormed. You don't want ko go someplace where you bepssadosbdltualuuphowdkmhsmu
aren‘t welcomed, do you?l (She knows all chout this.)  scene, totally by surprise. Think of your guest: it doesn't
: S 3 fedrighﬂobmmm#mying,‘(mmndﬂel
) Pitch in on the clom-up. Put liter infls placs, ~ ond the other going, “Whal the hellare all these people
ad) When friends come over, they usually don't spil beer  doing here? Thave 1o work in the morningll”
orvodka and fof lowipe up. If the host hos to do oll the :
dirty work how often do you think he/she will be willing 1o 8:lrmiﬁ' moderation. Know your himils, pub-leezel
have a soiree? Emplying an ash iroy here and there ond ith most substonces, there’s only 50 much you con do
propesly disposing of empties won't kifl you and is hound  before you're no longer high but sick o your stomach. If's
tomake o fovorable impression on the hosl, increasing e with booze, Carol, Tina, Mory, X, A, K. Even pot gives
your likelihood of being asked back. Do your friends come - you o headache after so much. Where's even the kid who
ommdpkmﬂnuﬁmkm,bﬂykmdmlheumtm con hold his/her ewn after munching foo meny shrooms?
once a week o monthly? The next day, if you find yourself moking excuses that
: begin with, “Abaut las! night...1m sorry... | had ke bit
Contributel Since they usuolly occur rather sponlan-  foo much to drink, ond ...* Heusel Fofgel itt
mslymbors'dosmgmd the some lime liguor stores
are dosing os wel, i becomes kinda imporiant os fo where @3 Remember your home tﬂiﬂng. Eyer-gracious
the party favors are coming from. Bring your own shitis o hostess tnd racy reveler Wendy Quinn soid i best, *A
lair policy. Hobody wanis moochers and leeches atthe ~ little common couriesy goes a long way.” | don't know

 Best Pre-Atterhours Hook-Up NOT ;
~ Thursday Night Berlin  Tuesday N'ghtBashn

ribuled shit to the kity. The best afterhours happen when  youl 1Fn it s, have an afiechours by your domned self, Sunday Nid“ o : Monday nght L

avnyhody il i, Ao 1 pey your v woy ol © Wednesday Night Quench :  Friday thfﬂ Shelter
you'kbe ine. : l Dow't tempt fate. Ceon up behind yoursel Saturday Night Cheeks ~ Saturday Night Vortex
Don't go fossin’ your emply pony packs jus! any Saturday Night RedDog ~~ Saturday Night Neo

Don't mﬂoibupu"lylookugfcrm I where. You never know whe's coming in behind you
) getiing fucked is that imporiant to you, you should ~ lockin' for evidence. I you wanl fo get busted, just say so.
work the trade f the dub where you have befier odds. ) )

Monday Night Neo Wednesday Night Tom Tom
Tuesday Night Danny’s Monday Night Smart Bar



. Were you ot the dgho™

junkie reporter), George, Jim’s back,
and Michoel Mongioforte. Photo,
Arlgen. Bubbleheads are popping

: “Who you goring eqllr”
'MYW"““WMW

o "Smoke

st my arm, okgy7*

“Tm gg tred *

“Are you in liney”

".re ﬂlofe m mim?'

“This b kinda cupe,*
| edi's. Family ol
Did you work tonighz
”WNI make thaty”
“Loved it

% “Well, maybe a tiny ane,*
“Would you ke m:f;,:,,
“Can do ancther oner*
a‘s h ma?u
“Ooh, Jovely1*
; s
“Thaven's dopt m!!;ays v

Best post-Afterhour Activity “doyuy needsomething

 Bathing/Swimming/Whir| Pool *She's in he bathrgom *
‘ “Vm hungry.»

. “Hape.”
Probably in the bethrogn,”
MS rgd]y m'x

; Sleeping 8 1o 10 hours
- Dinner and cocktoils - Tea ond Crump
- k . “You tant gey something for nothing*

& THING
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Hey y’all, this he Je call “not of color” Bill Cu

Looka here y’all, I an 00000000 happy to be ed to see the interview ¢

writin’ ¢ Saga Of The South, whichis  Tula, that real pretty m :
my homeland for yall in Thing! and they’s supposed to have ne
1 had a big ’ol mess of fun at the SPEW 2 Pebbm comin’ up!

festival out in sprawlin big'n’'wide Los
Angeles, where I done met up with all them
sweethearts from Thing, and now here I am!

In case y'all don’t know me, and nthat  makin’ a new show called “Made In the USA”
[ ain’t met yet, “Hey Yall!” I am the star of and asked us all to be in the pilot episode.
my own TV show in Atlanta, Georgia USA Mr. Larry Tee came down from New York
called “DeAundra’s Nitetime Soireé Partie”. city and did a hi-fancy show at Velvet,
My show is on TV in New York and shakin’ that place down with them funky
Minneapolis too y'all, makin’ me and my co-  gongs he made up himself. We had so much
stars Duffy Odum and Candy Suntop fun tapin’ at famous Atlanta landmarks like
famous all over. I am about sixteen years the Jackson Street Bridge, The MLK Jr.

old, I have natural blonde hair, and Tam the  Center and outside of that old-timey, private-
youngest in a long line of natural-born God- ly owned cemetery which I ain’t allowed to
given talented sisters, but ain't noneaoneof  ame on account a cause Miss Margaret
them has got their own TV show like me. Mitchell herself is buried there.

That’s on account they’s all so much older e hereby officially sayin’ a special “bury-

and sorrier than me, and besides, y’all know bye darlin” to Lurieen Wallis, wh. -
that to get ahead in this here world y’all has e i yholerun

got to'be sweet and give love to get love.
1 Do

come from Atlant Me and my sorry sisters . | know y’all been waitin for
done taught him everythmg he knows about this, it’s the Vienner
he 1 etty now that  Sausage recipe,
he’s don fixed himself up and got that bighi-  yeaaaaaa!
style’ reco dmg contract on Tomm Boy o

had so much fun since all a them hc»hday par-
ties down at the community room at Odum’s.
Then, a couple of weeks later, we celebrated
the release of my brand new video album
“Meet Me At Odum’s” on Funtone USA
Records at Velvet, our favorite world-class
club in downtown Atlanta. Iam tellin y’all,
them DeAundra look-a-like contestants even
mixed me up!!

The Public Access Channel 12 that I'm on
in Atlanta is about to get a new show y’all
called “Arbiters of Style”.
youthful, smart, stylish and of color Eugene
Howard and styhsh,, smart, and what they




“THE WHOLE WORLD CAN 'FREE Monthly Workshop |
KISS MY Ass TONIGHT! ot TPA Network

continved from | puge 44 — Louren's new ferm for the drags.
It looked celebratory, like o de(msmg ritual. Like something that had to be
done...  rife.

As Lotasha danced with Bobby, she wos careful not o wiggle her hips

too much so that her already-short dress would not ride " inon unlodylike P O S I l V E ,,
fushion. She wos saving her best dance move for the song's climax. That's s P I :

when most of the dancers would do their most dromatic, soul-releasing
moves — hands thrown in the air — front, back, above, sudden crouches
that led to leaps on one fool, hops and spins; mad dashes across the dance
ﬂoor a sudden drop fo fhe floor and then o shppew shde across ibe files; 0
tonight. She planned o get very still when the song peaked Maybe lf
one arm slowly above her head, look up at it, follow it down with her head,
then one quick turn on one foof fill she faced Bobby again.

Louren wos wukhmg Miss Black Dress when Cleveland wolked info the
club, but she did not see him unfil the fourth fime Diana Ross did her
screams in “The Boss”. The deejay pluyed the screams over und overand
over , with Ross screoming ond singing: ~

Whoo hoo-hoo-hoo-hoo-hoo-hao-huh- Imb’

Oww!

Whoo-hoo-hoo-hoo-hoo-hoo-hoo-huh-huh!

Love taught me,

Taughtme,

Taught me!

1 was so sure

sosure,

but lo-0-ove taught me who wos,

who was the boss! :

Lauren sow thot the near misses were all on their feet now, hke they
had heard the national anthem, ond looked ot themselves in the full-lengh

mirror, some lip-syncing and some singing olong with Ross, hands moving, | Both can be confusing and fﬁghtemng
arms waving, vogueing, Ross-ing. She wondered whot they sawin the mir-

9 9. : . . ’
ror: a successful charade? A woman? - Join us in a friendly, ¢ onfidential,

(leveland. It wos like watching o movie when she saw him smndmg
beside Miss B!ack Dress on the dance floor, pausing fo kiss her on the
cheek. And she could have sworn his hps formed the words ”hey, buby,
just like he olways said to her when he came fo her aportment. He kept
moving, his coat in his hand, toward the seats lining the walls of the club. ;
A man of about his height but o lttl stockier stood up and embroced him. ~
They embraced each other. They sat there in the ct corner, arms around each | 3\ a ‘4{]4 _‘PH“
other. Then Cleveland leaned over and pressed his juicy lips ¢ against the k For KV Information and Support
man's, whose lips reached out in response. Then Cleveland’s lips headed - '
for the man's sar — he did ot see Louren who had gotten up from her
barstool and walked dazedly foward them — and he whispered fo the
man he loved, {with his nose touching the man’s ear) the lost words any-
one would ever hear him say:

“Ifeel so good, the whole world can kiss my ass tonight!” W

and supportive atmosphere to answer
your questions about HIV antibody
testmg and living positively.

Call for details, reservations,

- or a free copy of Positively Aware.
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