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HBIGDA Pres to Be Selected This Year 
An election to fill the positions of President­

Elect, Secretary-Treasurer, and three Director seats 
on the Board of Directors of the Harry Benjamin 
International Gender Dysphoria Association will 
take place this year. Ms.Alice Webb, a charter 
member of The Harry Benjamin Association, and 
one of the signers of the incorporation papers along 
with Paul Walker, Ph.D., and Walter Meyer III, 
M.D. in 1979, has announced her intention to run 
for the position of President-Elect. The President­
Elect will serve as an officer of the Board under Dr. 
Richard Green, the incoming President of The As­
sociation for the years September 1997 thru 1999, 
and then will be seated as President of The Associa­
tion at the XVI Symposium in September, 1999 for 
a two year term. 

Ms. Webb is a licensed clinical social worker, 
certified sex therapist and clinical sexologist who 
has practiced in the field of gender identity and hu­
man sexuality since 1978. She first worked with Dr. 
Paul Walker at The University of Texas Medical 
Branch as Coordinator of The Gender Clinic, and 
was a primary psychotherapist for transsexuals who 
came to that clinic. Subsequently she was in private 
practice in Texas and California and is presently liv-

ing in California, but plans to relocate to Houston, 
Texas in July when she will go back into a group psy­
chotherapy/psychiatric practice with her colleagues 
Doctors Larry Nahmias and Blanca Diez. 

Ms. Webb was Executive Director of the 
HBIGDA for the period of October 1992 to Febru­
ary 1996. During that time she reorganized and 
computerized the administrative structure of the As­
sociation, started a computerized bookkeeping sys­
tem and was responsible, along with the President, 
Dr. Leah Schaefer, for an increase in the member­
ship from under 100 members to 300 plus members. 
After the passing of Dr. Roger Peo, the previous 
HBIGDA newsletter editor, Ms. Webb took over 
the editing of that quarterly publication and con­
structed a new database and directory of members 
which was updated with each newsletter to reflect 
new members and address changes. 

In a statement issued over the Internet on April 
11, 1997 Ms. vVebb said, "If I am elected to the 
Board as President-Elect, I shall make it a priority to 
continue to encourage this open communication and 
the updating of the administrative structure ' 
into a professional and modern instrument of 
the Association." 

2nd Congress Schedule Set 
The schedule of the 2nd International Congress 

on Sex & Gender (June 20th through 22nd at the 
Park Ridge Hotel at Valley Forge in King of Prussia, 
Pennsylvania) has been announced. 

Friday morning highlights include: Neila Miller's 
(M.A.) Counseling In Gender/and Workshop, Vir­
ginia Prince, Ph. D., Sex, Gender & Object Choice, 
The Invisible Revolution. The 11:00 am Plenary 
Session features guest speaker, Kate Bornstein, au­
thor of Gender Outlaw. 

After lunch there will be workshops and presen­
tations by Dallas Denny, M.A.; Alison Laing; Roger 
Millen, Ph.D.; Merissa Richmond, Ph.D.; Holly 
Devor, Ph.D.; Louis Swartz, Ph.D. and others. 

The Saturday schedule is highlighted by the Ple­
nary Session featuring Professor Doctor Louis 
Gooren of the Netherlands. Dr. Gooren is the 

reasearcher who found similarities in brain sturcture 
between the brains of women and MtF transsexuals. 

There will be workshops and seminars in all areas 
of the phenomenom we call "transgender behavior." 
Everytl1ing from issues affecting female to male 
transsexuals and aging crossdressers, to the history 
of female impersonation and the special health care 
needs of transgendered people will be covered. 

Registration is $80 before June 1st, and $100 af­
ter. An additional $37 gets you a seat at the Saturday 
night banquet-Renaissance's 10th Anniversary Cel­
ebration. Kate Bornstein will be the special guest 
speaker. Banquet tickets and registration are avail­
able through the national office. Check the 
Reniassance website, <http://www.ren.org> for the 
complete schedule, or call the office to receive A_ 
a brochure. 8 
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Delaware 

Wilmington, Delaware: meets 
second Saturday of each month. Write 
for info to: PO Box 5656, Wilmington, 
DE 19808. Phone: 302-376-1990 or 
email to: - @aol.com 

Pennsylvania 

Greater Philadelphia: Write Re­
naissance GPC, 987 Old Eagle School 
Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087. 
Meets third Saturday of the month in 

King of Prussia. Doors open 8 pm all 
year 'round. Call 610-975-9119 for in­
formation . 

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area: Re­
naissance Lehigh Valley, PO Box 3624, 
Allentown, PA 18106. Meetings on the 
second Saturday of the month in the 
Allentown area. Call for directions and 
more information, 610-821-2955. 

Lower Susquehanna Valley; 
Write Renaissance LSV, Box 2122 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. Meets on the 
first Saturday of the month. Call 717-
780-lLSV (780-1578) or send email to: 
<lsv@ezonline.com >. 

Affiliates 

California 

Orange County: Powder Puffs of 
California, PO Box 1088, Yorba Linda, 
CA 92686, or email to <ppoc@aol.com> 

Connecticut 

Bridgeport/New Haven: 
connecticuTView, c/o Denise Mason, 
PO Box 2281, Devon, CT 06460. 
Monthly newsletter and activities. 

Georgia 
Atlanta: The American Educational 

Gender Information Service (AEGIS), 
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033-
0724 or call 770-939-0244, or email to 
<aegis@mindspring.com>. Informa­
tion resources & referrals. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender Explora­
tions (A.G.E.), PO Box 77562, Atlanta, 
GA 30357, 770-939-2128. 

Illinois 
Chicago: The Chicago Gender So­

ciety, PO Box 578005, Chicago, IL 
60657, 708-863-7714. 

Louisiana 
New Orleans: The Gulf Gender 

Alliance, PO Box 56836, New Orleans, 
LA 70156-6836, 504-833-3046. 

New Jersey 
N. Central Jersey: Monmouth/ 

Ocean Trans Gender, (MOTG), write 
PO Box 8243, Red Bank, NJ 07701. 
Call 908-219-9094. Email: 
- @aol.com 

Titusville: Meetings are 1st Satur­
day of the month at the Unitarian Uni­
versalist Church of Washington Cross­
ing. Call Terri 111111 at 609-

New York 

Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender 
Network (MGN), write 561 Hudson 
St., Box 45, New York, NY 10014, or 
call 201-794-1665, Ext. 332. 

Long Island: New York GIRL& 
Partners, PO Box 456, Centereach, NY 
11720, Call 516-732-5115 for info. 

Long Island: Long Island Femme 
Expression (LIFE), PO Box 1311, Wa­
ter Mill, NY 11976-1311. Phone 516-
283-1333. email to- @aol.com 

Oklahoma 

Central Oklahoma: Sooner Diver­
sity, part of the Central Oklahoma 
Transgender Alliance (COTA). Con­
tact, Rachel - , P.O. Box575, 
Norman, OK 73070. 

Electronic Subscriptions 
You can get Ren News&Views by 

email eve1y month delivered automati­
cally right to your email box for only $10 
a year. That's half off the regular paper 
subscription rate. Send your $10 plus 
your email address to the Ren national 
omce. 

Renaissance ~i~:~ & 

© 1997, Renaissance Education Asso­
ciation, Inc., 987 Old Eagle School 
Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087. 
Phone: 610-915-9119 
WWW - http://www.ren~org 
On AOL keyword: Renaissance 

$2.50 per issue, $24 per year (12 is­
sues). Previous year back issues are 
available for $2 per copy plus $0.52 
postage and handling. Send check or 
M.O. to the above address, attention: 
Back Issues. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Angela Gardner 

Conhibuting Editors 
Dina Amberle Jessica Brandon 
Lee Etscovitz JoAnn Roberts 

Layout & Design 
Creative Design Services 

Business Manager 
Jessica Brandon 

Distribution 
Emily Sheldon 

Articles, opinion pieces, and letters to the 
editor are alwavs welcome. Ideas for ar­
ticles and opini~n pieces should be sent to 
our edito1ial office care of Renaissance, 
PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020-0530. 
Or use email to <angela@ren.org>. Com­
plimentary and irate letters to the editor 
may be sent to the same address. 

Renaiuance il a 50l[c][3) non-profit orga­
nization providing education and support 
to the transgender community and the 
general public. If yon would like to make a 
tax-deductible donation, make your check 
or M.O., payable to Renaissance and send 
it to our National office, lour contribu­
tions will help 11s continue onr efforts to 
provide education about transgender is­
sues. Donations can also be made through 
yom· local United Way agency. 

Local Calendar 
May 

3 Ren. LSV 
3 NJ Support 

10 MOTG 
10 Ren. Lehigh Valley 
10 Ren. Delaware 
11 Ren National BoD Meeting 
17 Ren. GPC 



It's May, so may I remind you, yet 
again, that the 10th Anniversary Party 
is next month. I won't go on and on 
and on about it since there's a flyer in 
this issue with the menu, price and so 
on. Cocktails at 7:30. Wear something 
pretty. And now, the news and beats. 

First One Up For A Beating 
Hey, how about that Ellen, huh? 

She's getting the smell of mothballs off 
and is boldly going where no femme 
butch, lesbian comic has gone before ... 
to the hospital to have her foot re­
moved from her mouth. 

Apparently the word "inclusive" is 
not in Ellen's vocabulary. She was 
quoted in Time magazine saying, "If 
other people come out, that's fine, I 
mean, it would be great, if for no other 
reason than just to show ... it's not just 
the extremes. Because unfortunately, 
those are the people who get the most 
attention on the news. You know, 
when you see the parades and you 
see ... men dressed like women. I don't 
want to judge them ... It's just that I 
don't want them representing the en­
tire gay community." 

Okay Miss Repression, guess who's 
little comedy show I just might not 
have time to watch anymore. Now, I 
know that Ellen is talking about gay 
guys at Pride parades who mix genders 
or do less than an exemplary job of fe­
male impersonation, but, her attitude 
is the exact same one that keeps the 
"straight" homosexuals determined to 
keep the word "transgendered" out of 
legislation designed to protect gays and 
lesbians from discrimination in em­
ployment, and from hate crimes. Of 
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course some of those guys at the pa­
rades are an embarrassment (where do 
they get those outfits?) but, like Ellen 
said, it's not up to anyone to judge 
them. The conservative gays feel that 
the wild, outrageous types are going to 
keep them from getting their legisla­
tion passed. I've got news for them ... 
even if they wear nice business suits 
and brown shoes, Mister and Missus 
straight America are gonna be just as 
scared by the conservative gay guy as 
they are by a group of queens ... if they 
know that the guy in the conservative 
suit is gay. Trying to look and act like 
straight conservatives will not make 
straight conservatives your pals. 

So Ellen, embrace your sisters with 
beads, bad gowns and beards. Don't 
judge them, even if they do have bad 
taste. Speaking of bad taste ... 

What'll He Wear For This One? 
Dennis Rodman's Bad As I Wanna 

Be (Delacorte) did such big business 
for the groin kicking, crossdressing B­
baller that he's just put out a new book 
with the same publisher. This one's 
called Walk on the Wild Side. If he 
had a fab makeover and wore a wed­
ding dress for his promotional book 
signing on the first one, what will we 
see him in this time? 

If he was really smart he would 
dress up as Howard Stern. Not 
Howard in drag, just as Howard. Or, 
taking the title into consideration, Lou 
Reed could work. Run out and pick 
one up. I'll see you at the book signing. 

Speaking of :Books 
The Lambda Literary Awards, the 
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Lammies, are the prestigious gay book 
awards that are scheduled for May 30 
at the Midland Hotel in Chicago. The 
Awards offer a Transgender Category 
and it's my privilege to tell you tl1e Fi­
nalists in that category. (Slow down 
that teleprompter please ... ) And the 
nominees are, Honey Honey Miss 
Thing by Leon E. Pettiway, Body Al­
chemy by Loren Cameron, Gender 
Shock by Phyllis Burke, Lieutenant 
Nun by Catalina de Erauso and Trans­
gender Warriors by Leslie Feinberg. If 
you're in, or are going to be in Chi­
cago, and would like tickets call the 
Lammy Line, 202-462-7924. It'll cost 
you $75 for cocktails at six and dinner 
at seven. Black tie is optional and if 
you wear a dress, please don't embar­
rass us, Okay? 

Name Game 

How come the TC community 
seems to have a problem with names? 
Sure, it's complicated cause we have to 
pick our own, but doesn't that give us a 
better chance of having a good name 
than if our parents gave it to us years 
ago? Looking at some of the types of 
names people pick it makes you wonder. 

There seem to be three main types 
of name pickers at work. Number one: 
The Three Name Club. These gals all 
have three names. For example, Peggy 
Denise Smith, Bobbie Ann Smith, et 
retera. Are they all Catholic and the 
middle name is their confirmation 
name? Maybe they're all Southem. That 
three name thing is big in Dixie. I say, 
why have a middle name? I have one in 
my male mode and I hate it. It only 
serves to make my initials interesting. 

Speaking of initials, that's type 
number two: The Initial People. They 
go to the trouble of picking out a first 
name like Debbie or Sue. Then they 
ruin it by not having a last name ... just 
an initial. Debbie W., Alice K.. (See 
how it screws up the end of a sen­
tence?) It's annoying. At least to me, 
but then again I am a cranky old col­
umnist. I just can't understand why, if 
they went through the trouble of pick­
ing the first name, they can't pick a last 
name. I mean, do you think you'll find 

continued next page 



News Beat .. , 
Gardner on my birth certificate? No 
.vay. I made it up. My real name is 
much harder to pronounce. Actually 
Gardner is the name a friend of mine's 
family used when they made dinner 
reservations. Most people couldn't 
handle their ethnic name so they 
picked Gardner as a close approxima­
tion, and it sounded good to me. That 
way, when someone asks me my name 
I just smack them in the chops and de­
clare, Most Revered Editrix Angela, 
you chump! Oops, sorry, I got carried 
away. Vilhat I meant to say was, I just 
tell them I'm Angela Gardner. Having 
the second name give's one greater 
credibility, don't you think? I do. 

So, all you Initial people ... get busy. 
Pick a last name. Be all you can be! 
Strike a blow for name freedom. Don't 
be trapped as an initial with a first name 
for the rest of your lives. You are some­
body. Let your new last name reflect it. 

I got so carried away with the first 
two types I almost forgot the third type 
of name in the TG community-Postal 
Names. This category only applies to 
those girls living in their PO Boxes and 
mail slots and they only have a limited 
number of names to choose from. The 
most popular on the Renaissance mail­
ing list are Occupant, Resident and 
Boxholder. ot very creative at all and 
certainly not very feminine. Come on 
ladies, if you pick a name you can build 
up a persona and maybe then you can 
get out and meet some other folks and 
have fun. Besides, you don't want to be 
addressed as Ms. Occupant, do you? 

Speaking of Names 

A name mix-up lead to comedy 
hijinks on the sitcom Men Behaving 
Badly. The worst behaving of the men, 
played by Rob Schneider of SNL, is 
named Jamie. He is an amateur pho­
tographer, and male chauvinist pig. 
One day while surfmg the Net, prob­
ably on his roommates account cause 
he's that kind of guy, he sees a photog­
raphy contest with a $5000 prize. It's 
supposed to be images of women so he 
submits a shot he took of a beautiful 
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woman in top condition running by 
two women of more than ample pro­
portions. (I put that so PC. They were 
fat, OK?) He gets a letter that says he 
has won the prize. Of course he get's 
all excited and quits his job at the pret­
zel stand and makes plans for how he's 
going to spend the cash. 

Then, his roommate points out that 
it seems to be a women's photography 
contest. A careful reading of the letter 
indicates that his name has made the 
contest people think he's a woman. He 
quickly decides to do what any red 
blooded guy would do. He decides to 
dress up to claim the prize. 

His outfit is not too good. As his 
roommate's girlfriend points out, he 
looks like a Mexican hooker. A red se­
quined dress, red sequined platform 
shoes and a cute page boy bob wig 
complete his ensemble. He claimed 
that he found the dress hanging in his 
closet. His excuse, many women have 
exited his bedroom in great haste. 

Then, at the last minute he get's an 
attack of conscience. He decides to go 
to the award ceremony as himself, 
wearing a really bad, pastel tuxedo 
from the Salvation Army. As he arrives 
at the podium, after being introduced 
as Jamie. He starts to tell them he's a 
guy but the words he chooses make 
the audience, which includes many 
butch women, think he is a drag king. 
Vlhen he hears them yell out, "Go on 
girl!," he remembers the five grand 
and goes with the flow. 

I never watch Men Behaving Badly 
and only caught this show because I 
saw a promo featuring Schneider in a 
dress. I enjoyed the drag king twist on 
a plot that could have been pretty pre­
dictable. Keep your eyes on the televi­
sion listings in case it reruns. 

Did Someone Say Photo 
Contest? 

Boy do I have some hot dish. It 
seems (according to my unimpeach­
able source) that the US Postal Service 
had a contest to provide an image for a 
Breast Cancer Awareness commemo­
rative stamp. Well, they found a win­
ner, printed the stamps, and also did 
promotional poster sized prints. One of 
those prints came to be framed and 
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put on the wall of the meeting site of a 
certain transgender support group in 
the Philadelphia area. The picture has 
been there for months and it has only 
recently been revealed that the woman 
in the picture is not really a woman. 
According to my source, who I refuse 
to reveal on pain of imprisonment, it's 
a transvestite. 

This is possible since the photo is of 
a woman's (or TV's) back. Her head is 
turned to the right and we don't see 
her whole back. No actual mammaries 
are in the shot. She has rather short 
hair and, after I was told the truth I 
noticed, if you look closely at the base 
of her neck it starts to protrude ever so 
slightly right where an Adam's Apple 
would begin. ow, I'd like to say I had 
a feeling about the picture but, I really 
didn't. ·well, maybe just the vaguest 
subconscious feeling. Apparently it 
caused quite a scandal at the Postal 
Service when they found out. 

To me, the weirdest part (maybe we 
should call in Scully and Maulder) is 
that this picture came to be placed on 
the wall at a trnnsgender meeting site 
with no one aware that the subject of 
the photo was really a TV. The thera­
pist who had it framed and hung had 
no clue until just recently. 

Cue the Twilight Zone music and 
pan to Rod Serling in a Chanel suit 
with matching bag. "Submitted for 
your approval, a Postal contest submis­
sion that does more than decorate the 
wall at the Greater Philadelphia Chap­
ter of Renaissance. It's a photo that 
takes you beyond tl1e self examination 
area and into ... The Twilight Z.one." 

Oh, darn that Rod. He gave away the 
location of the picture. Well, if you visit 
Ren. GPC you'll know to look for it. 

Do We Need Another Fund? 

Here's a question for my loyal fol­
lowers. No, it has nothing to do with 
preparing to leave for space. It con­
cerns conditions here on our little por­
tion of this ball of mud we call Earth. 
There has been a suggestion made to 
major groups in the TG community 
that a new organization be formed to 
manage a fund for transgender activ-

continued next page 
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6th Annual TG Law & Employment Policy Conference Planned 
The transgender organization for 

lawyers, ICTLEP, will hold it's 6th an­
nual law conference Ftiday and Satur­
day, July 11-12 in Houston, Texas. This 
year's conference is co-sponsored by 
FTM International, Tri-Ess Interna­
tional, Its Time America (IT A), The 
Ametican Boyz, and Transgendered 
Officers-Protect and Serve (TOPS). 

Topics covered will include: How 
religious law affects secular law dealing 
with transgendered people, FTM legal 
workshops, workshops dealing with be­
ing TC but non-TS, with being a per­
son of color and TG, with gender dys­
phoria and the DSM, with educating 
your local police, with activism and lob­
bying techniques, and more. 

The Friday night speaker is 
Reginald E. Jones, Commissioner with 

eat ... 
ism. Currently we have the Winslow 
Street Fund to dole out cash for activ­
ism, et cetera, but those who propose 
this new fund want it to take a much 
more proactive approach to getting the 
cash out of your purse and into the 
fund. Then the money could be uti­
lized to do good works for transgen­
dered people, whether it is something 
in the form of providing pay for lobby­
ists to champion our cause to state and 
Federal government, to pay for pro­
tests over mistreatment of our sister 
and brothers, or to eventually be 
slipped to candidates as soft money so 
that they can buy new dresses. The 

the U.S. Equal Employment Opportu­
nity Commission (EEOC). The Satur­
day speaker is Kerry Lobel, Executive 
Director of the National Gay and Les­
bian Task Force NGLTF). 

This may be the last TG law confer­
ence for a while since ICTLEP has 
documented all of the past confer­
ences and will have, after this confer­
ence, about 98% of transgender legal 
thought in print and available through 
Indexed Proceedings which are avail­
able on ICTLEP's two web pages. (On 
AOL, keyword "ICTLEP" and on the 
\1/WW, <www.abmall.com/ictlep> 

In order to make the event less of a 
financial burden ICTLEP has planned 
this year's conference to be a shorter 
duration event (Friday morning 
through Saturday evening), and pro-

funds' proponents' are correct when 
they say that the transgendered com­
munity will only become a recognized 
force for change when it gets large 
quantities of cash available. Money 
talks. No doubt about that. The ques­
tion is, should we set up a new fund? Is 
it necessary? This fund would be there 
to benefit you and the TC youth of to­
morrow. (Bridge to the future, and so 
on, blah blah.) Let me know what you 
think. Send me an email or drop me a 
line and I'll let you all know what my 
readers think. If they think about any­
thing but their feminine finery ... 
they're my readers after all. 

I have to get serious for a minute 
and end with special thanks to every-

vided assistance with roommates to re­
duce the cost of hotel room rental, as 
well as arranging airfare discounts with 
Southwest Airlines, and setting low 
registration prices ($46.50 per day, in­
cluding luncheon, with additional early 
registration discounts). Scholarships 
are also available. (As low as $18 per 
day, including luncheon, if you register 
early.) The conference will apply for 
continuous legal education credits for 
attending attorneys. 

For more information contact 
ICTLEP, P.O. Drawer 35477, Hous­
ton, TX 77235-5515. The conference is 
being held at the Ramada/ Astrodome­
Medical Center. The street address is 
2100 South Braeswood at Greenbriar, 
Houston 77030, and the phone is 
713-797-9000. A 
one who sent us an additional dona­
tion. Thank you! While the commu-

• nity debates starting a new fund for ac­
tivism, we still have to pay the bills a~ 
the National office. Everyone who has 
dug a little deeper has really helped us 
out. \Ve want to stay around for our 
20th Anniversary and with your help 
we'll make it. 

That's enough with the serious stuff. 
And v.rith that I must take my leave. 
My cucumber facial and manicure 
await. Ta ta till next month my little 
chipmunks. See you at The Park 
Ridge. 

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 • Tue. - Wed. - Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30 

215-788-2857 
SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit Sizes 

Private Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 308 Mill Street 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon Bristol, PA 19007 

Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11 AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 
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Issues of Psychiatric Classification of Gender Exp~ion 
by Katherine K Wilson, Gender 

Identity Center of Colorado, Inc. 
Presented at the University of Wyo­

ming, Laramie, Sponsored by the Les­
bian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgendered 
Association ancl the Departments of 
Psychology and Women's Studies, 
March 19, 1997. 

Transgendered people have been 
known by many names in many 
tongues throughout the course of hu­
man history. For instance, here in 
Colorado there were the Cheyenne he 
man eh, the Lakota winkte and the 
Navajo nadle. In our "enlightened" 
vVestern culture, however, transgen­
dered people are known as "mentally 
disordered." 

The psychiatric classification of gen­
der identity expression as defined in 
the Fourth Edition of the Diagnostic 
and Statistical Manual of Mental Dis­
orders, or DSM-IV, is a complex issue 
that has divided the transgender com­
munity in recent months. Many ques­
tions have emerged around the diag­
nostic categories known as Transvestic 
Fetishism, 302.3, and Gender Identity 
Disorder, 302.85. 
Are the diagnostic criteria consis­
tent and clear? 

No. Recent revisions of the Diag­
nostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders have made these categories 
increasingly ambiguous and reflect a 
lack of consensus within the American 
Psychiatric Association. The result is 
that a widening segment of gender 
non-conforming youth and adults are 
potentially subject to diagnosis of psy­
chosexual disorder, severe stigma, and 
loss of civil liberty. 

For example, criterion A of the 
Transvestic Fetishism disorder is 
grammatically ambiguous: "Over a pe­
riod of at least 6 months, in a hetero­
sexual male, recurrent, intense sexually 
arousing fantasies, sexual urges, or be­
haviors involving cross-dressing." 

The description, "sexually arous­
ing," could be interpreted to apply to 
only "fantasies" or to all three of "fan­
tasies, sexual urges, or behaviors" with 

very different meaning. The first inter­
pretation would implicate all recurrent 
crossdressing behavior. The second 
would limit the diagnosis to only sexu­
ally motivated crossdressing, as did the 
DSM-III-R, and imply the unlikely 
phrase, "sexually arousing sexual 
urges." Although labeled a "fetishism," 
it is not clearly stated whether or not 
transvestism must be sexual in nature 
to qualify for diagnosis. The distinction 
is left entirely to the clinician. 

In another example, the Introduc­
tion to the DSM-IV states, "Neither 
deviant behavior, nor conflicts that are 
primarily between the individual and 
society are mental disorders unless the 
deviance or conflict is a symptom of a 
dysfunction in the individual." This 
squarely conflicts with the following in 
the GID section: ''Gender Identity 
Disorder can be distinguished from 
simple nonconformity to stereo-typical 
sex role behavior by the extent and 
pervasiveness of the cross-gender 
wishes, interests, and activities." It im­
plies that you may deviate only so far 
from social expectations withont a di­
agnostic label. 

Conflicting language in the DSM 
serves as ammunition for psychologists 
and MDs who may be employed as ex­
pert ,vitnesses by intolerant parents, 
relatives, and employers who seek to 
deny transpeople their freedom, chil­
dren, and jobs. 
Doesn't the DSM-IV exclude TGs 
from diagnosis who are comfort­
able with their lives and gender ex­
pression? 

This is not what the D SM-IV says; it 
is what many wish it to say. It refers to 
the "clinical significance criterion" 
added to most diagnostic categories in 
the DSM-IV. It requires a "clinically 
significant distress or impairment in 
social, occupational, or other important 
areas of functioning," for a diagnosis of 
mental disorder. The problem is that 
distress and impairment are not de­
fined for transgendered people in the 
DSM-IV. They are left to the interpre­
tation of the practitioners. Tolerant 
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MDs and therapists believe that TC 
identity or expression is not inherently 
impairing, but that societal intolerance 
and prejudice are to blame for the dis­
tress and internalized shame that the 
transgendered often suffer. Intolerant 
MDs and therapists presume the op­
posite: that crossgender identity or ex­
pression by definition constitutes an 
impairment regardless of the individ­
ual's happiness or well-being. 

Both views are unfortunately justi­
fied by the current wording of the 
DSM-IV. Kenneth Zucker, of the GID 
subcommittee, acknowledged that 
these conflicting views were not re­
solved when the GID criteria were 
written. As a case in point, Zucker and 
others have pointed out that the same 
clinical significance criterion to the pe­
dophilia disorder could be interpreted 
to exclude ego syntonic (self-accept­
ing) child molesters from diagnosis. 
The APA emphatically denied this, 
stating that pedophilia "by definition 
constitutes impairment." Clearly, the 
present GID and TF diagnoses may 
just as easily be interpreted to consti­
tute impairment by deflnition. 
Is the treatment of gender identity 
and expression consistent with the 
treatment of sexual orientation? 

No. In 1973, the American Psychi­
atric Association deleted homosexual­
ity as a mental disorder from the 
DSM-II. No one has reasonably estab­
lished why gender orientation is 
treated so differently in the DSM ex­
cepting differences in political organi­
zation and influence. 

Much psychiahic literature about 
transgendered people is shockingly 
similar to that published about homo­
sexuality before it was depathologized. 
It is based on a presumption that 
cross-gender identity/expression is by 
definition pathological, is focused on 
unsubstantiated theories of psychody­
namic (mother-blame) cause and anec­
dotal case studies of institutionalized 
subjects, denies the existence of 
healthy productive TG people in soci-

continued on 71age 11 
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I usually try to come up with some­
thing tbat I fmd humorous to open the 
column but this time I got nothing. I 
was going to do something with the 
Hale-Bopp suicide cult but there's 
nothing funny about suicide. 

Alright, in this case it is a little 
funny. But what's the crossdressing tie­
in? Maybe if they had all worn high 
heels instead of Nike sneakers I could 
have had something. Or if they laid 
down with back issues of LadyLike 
magazine instead of purple death 
shrouds, then I might have been able 
to make hay. 

Okay, so there's nothing funny 
about suicide. And there's nothing 
funny about crossdressing either. Wit­
ness the item below where we delve 
into the very serious topic of 
transvestic governance ... 

Damn Government 
Perhaps what separates man from 

lesser creatures is our ability to befoul 
our existence with self-made complica­
tions. Take, for example, our various 
bodies of government, including our 
crossdressing organizations. 

Two recent newsletters from Sigma 
Nu Rho in New Jersey and the Prim­
rose in Chicago carried items that left 
me shaking my head wondering how 
we get into unnecessary controversies 
over arbitrary rules and regulations. 

The Sigma Nu Rho News Briefs 
printed their president's letter in 
which she had to scoldingly remind in­
dividual members that they must be 
members of the National Tri-Ess orga­
nization as a qualification for local so­
rority membership. The local sorority 
allows a 90 day grace period for indi­
viduals to get signed up with National 
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and, you guessed it, some ladies are 
dragging their feet about joining the 
National now that they have the advan­
tages of the local sorority membership. 
The National organii.ation tracks this 
sort of thing somehow and they know 
that the Jersey girls are behind in their 
National numbers, and this causes flak 
to be directed to the sorority presi­
dent, which causes her to scold recalci­
trant members. 

In the beginning, men put on 
dresses and it was good. Then one 
transvestite found another transvestite 
and they begat a sorority. And the so­
rority begat a national organization of 
sororities. And the national organiza­
tion begat regulations so that they 
could measure membership ratios and 
police anomalies therefrom. And that 
begat headaches for everybody. 

Meanwhile, the Primrose (Chicago 
Gender Society, a Renaissance affili­
ate, by the way) recounted a tempest 
in a teapot that blew through the 
windy city at the February meeting of 
their cross-town rivals, the Chi Chap­
ter ofTri-Ess. The newsletter article 
titled "No Valentines at Tri-Ess" said 
that the current Chi Chapter president 
and past president got into a heated 
verbal exchange "stopping just short of 
a physical confrontation" over the 
adoption of by-laws. That's right, they 
almost came to blows about by-laws. 

The content of the by-laws in ques­
tion was not mentioned in the article. 
Apparently, it was the manner in 
which the by-laws were adopted (with­
out chapter membership ratification) 
that caused the brouhaha. Interesting 
comments regarding the by-laws were 
as follows: the current president said 
that the by-laws had been written over 
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a three year period and an impromptu 
poll of the membership "found most 
members indifferent to the issue ." 

So there you have it. Three years of 
work, one knock-down drag-out fight 
and most of the members couldn't give 
a flying farkel about by-laws. They 
probably just wanted to come to the 
meeting so they could put on a dress 
and high heels. And you know ... there 
ain't nothing wrong with tl1at. 

Life Imitates Art 
The Dresseret News of the Alpha 

Rho Chapter ofTri-Ess in Salt Lake 
City, Utah carried a long essay titled 
"The Art of You" by board member 
Gwen. Gwen expanded on an idea she 
read in The Fenmie Mirror that cross­
dressing should be promoted as an art 
form. I have long believed that we 
have been barking up the wrong tree 
for public acceptance by burdening 
ourselves with the concept of deep 
psychological compulsion as a reason 
for crossdressing, so I was interested to 
read a different take on promoting 
ourselves as "artists". 

Gwen starts off by applying 
Webster's definition of art to the prac­
tice of crossdressing. Sure enough, the 
effort and effect of cross-dressing 
matches every requirement of"art." If 
you set aside the psychological motiva­
tion we may feel to crossdress in the 
first place, we are basically trying to cre­
ate something that resembles something 
else entirely. Our creation is an expres­
sion of who we are and how we feel 
about the opposite sex. 

She rounds out the rest of her essay 
by talking at length about how the act 
of crossdressing is akin to the creative 
process of all art forms. Even the fact 
that many aitists destroy or purge their 
less pleasing work parallels the un­
happy purging many crossdressers go 
through. The fact that the public 
oftentimes does not appreciate an 
artist's efforts certainly dovetails with 
our experience as crossdressers. The art­
ist always persists in his efforts to perfect 
and create his vision knowing that most 
potential patrons just "don't get it." 

All in all, it's an interesting way to 
look at what we do. It may seem more 
than just a little presumptuous to call 



ourselves "rutists" but if the high heels 
fits ... why fight it? For most crossdress­
ers, even those who feel strongly trans­
gendered, the idea of thinking about 
what we do as "art" is a good way to get 
away from all the mumbo-jumbo that 
masquerades as explanation for our 
motivation. An artist may not be able 
to articulate why he or she is com­
pelled to create their art... they simply 
must do it, and the psychological need 
to create their art is almost never ques­
tioned by the public. We should be so 
lucky-and perhaps we will be if we 
could get people to think of crossdress­
ing on the same terms. 

Our Biggest Fans 
Michelle - of Renaissance's 

Greater Philadelphia Chapter contrib­
uted an article to the Liberty Belles 
newsletter titled "The Language of the 
Fan." In the olden days, women used 
those hand-held fans to send overt or 
subliminal messages to potential suit­
ors. Michelle, no doubt drawing on ex­
tensive historical research (unless she's 
older than she's letting on) interpreted 
some typical fan techniques as follows: 

Twirling the fan with the left hand 
meant "we are being watched." 

Holding the fan in the right hand in 
front of the face meant "follow me." 

Resting the fan on the right cheek 
meant "yes." 

Resting the fan on the left cheek 
meant"no." 

Holding the fan handle to the lips 
meant "kiss me." 

Drawing the fan across the cheek 
meant "I love you." 

Twirling the fan in the right hand 
meant "I love another." 

Drawing the fan across the eyes 
meant "I am sorry." 

And there were a few others listed 
as well but you get the drift. Now that 
is a hell of a lot of information about 
the use of fans. In fact, as Ed 
McMahon would say at this time, I bet 
everything we ever wanted to know 
about using fans is in that article! 

Well, not quite. There were a few 
interpretive movements of the fan that 
were left out and I pass them along to 
you now: 

Whacking the fan across your 
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suitor's face meant "you better get 
your hand off my thigh, buster." 

Drawing the fan slowly across your 
bosom meant "I have a pretty nice 
rack, don't I?" 

Batting your eyes over the top of 
the fan could mean two things: "I am 
wearing new false eyelashes" or "My 
contact lens just went crooked." 

Placing the fan atop your empty 
glass meant "Buy me another drink 
and we'll talk about it." 

Softly patting your backside with an 
open fan meant "I've been a bad, bad 
girl and I need a spanking." 

And, finally, putting the fan down 
and picking up Renaissance News & 
Views meant 'Tm going to read this 
month's Vis a Vis." 

What's In a Name? 
The April issue of Renaissance 

News & Vieivs included Dr. Barbara 
Anderson's "Gender Reflections" col­
umn titled "A Rose By Any Other 
Name" where she explored the choice 
of one's femme name. As Dr. Ander­
son points out, we don't get a chance 
to choose our birth names but we do 
get a chance to pick our femme names 
(or masculine names for Ft M's). She 
raises the question of whether we look 
into the origins of names we choose. 

All names have some etymological 
or historical root from which they de­
rive. Most of us choose a name based 
on closeness to our real names or for 
some personal affinity. But I'm sure 
many of us don't know where our 
names come from or what deeper 
meaning they may have. 

I picked up a library copy of A Trea­
sury of Baby Names and perused some 
of the meanings of common cross­
dressing names. One of the most com­
mon femme names is "Michelle" 
which is the feminine version of 
Michael. But did you know that 
"Michael" means "who is like God?'' 
And doesn't that explain some of the 
divas operating under the moniker 
Michelle? Barbara-another popular 
name for guys named Bob-means 
"stranger," deriving from "barbarian." 
someone from the outside. Which is a 
curious choice then for someone look­
ing to make friends. Perhaps a good 
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friend to make would be a girl named 
"Jessica." which derives from the mas­
culine "Jesse," which means "wealthy," 
an outstanding trait in any new friend. 

Some names are easily understood. 
"Angela" means "heavenly messenger," 
perhaps with her own column in a 
newsletter somewhere. "Diane" de­
rives from Diana, goddess of the moon 
and the hunt, which means she prob­
ably has a nice can and plays hard to 
get. "Virginia" is a derivation of "vir­
gin" and may actually have some truth 
behind it if heterosexual crossdressing 
is to be believed. The name "Eliza­
beth" and the many diminutives of that 
name mean "consecrated to God," 
which means they might as well call 
themselves Virginia. Contrary to popu­
lar belief, "Dina" does not mean "one 
who loves spandex and false eyelashes" 
but rather "the judged," which explains 
why I always place second in Hallow­
een contests. 

So you see, a little research into our 
names can be informative. Perhaps 
some of our Barbaras will consider 
changing their names from "stranger" 
to something a little friendlier, like 
"Amy" which is French for "beloved." 

And In Summation 
Crossdressers have a great fondness 

for lesbians- of course, it's all for the 
wrong reasons-and the Ellen 
DeGeneres story is all the talk this 
month. But my favorite lesbian news 
story recently was the one about best­
selling mystery writer Patricia • 
Cornwell, who admitted to a lesbian 
affair with a married FBI agent. The 
whole thing came out in public a few 
months ago during the agent's messy 
divorce. In early April, Ms. Cornwell 
made a public statement saying she 
thought that too much was made of 
her indiscretion. "It was just a couple 
of trips across the rug" was the way she 
characterized her affair. 

I'm sure some of you have heard 
lesbian lovemaking disparagingly re­
ferred to as "carpet munching." I'rn 
still trying to figure out if Ms. 
Cornwell's statement about the rug 
was a variation of this slang, or maybe 

continued on page 11 



Be Prepared 
How many times have you prepared 

for a night out, dressed to kill?What 
was on your mind as you anticipated 
the evening, adorned yourself in your 
best, and left for your destination? 
Probably you planned your wardrobe 
- colors, accessories, etc., checked 
the time and place of the event, 
packed your purse with essentials and 
were on your way with thoughts fo­
cused on enjoying yourself to the max. 

Or are you at the opposite pole -
yearning to go out on the town but so 
fearful of discovery, and worse, ridi­
cule or aggression, that you abandon 
the thought almost before it is formed. 

Each of these mind sets has its dan­
gers, but neither needs to be aban­
doned completely. Moderation is the 
word. Although going out dressed 
should be fun, total oblivion to hazards 
is an invitation to disaster. And paraly­
sis by fear of the worst possible sce­
nario is similarly unproductive. 

The danger of being "clocked" or 
"read" may be greatly overrated-not 
because you pass so well-lots of new 
CDs and occasional dressers don't, but 
because the vast majority of people 
who might recognize you as a CD are 
not aggressive or violent. It is probably 
more important for you to be pre­
pared, mentally and emotionally for 
the insensitively curious and those 
whose inhibitions are loosened by alco-
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ho!. The former may be best handled in 
a variety of ways depending on circum­
stances. If you are walking past tl1em, in­
difference is the best response. If they 
are moving in the same direction, or you 
are cornered with them in line waiting 
for a traffic light, etc., a flippant, or 
friendly rejoinder may smooth over an 
awkward moment - "I heard you 
mention my dress. It's Donna Karan 
and I love it too." 

The drunkenly loquacious can best 
be dealt with by adopting an attitude 
of kindly condescension followed by 
moving on, even if it takes you out of 
your way. Drunks are unpredictable, 
unreasonable, and uneducable; don't 
waste your effort on them. 

Some CDs are the instrument of 
their own danger ... in their choice of 
clothing. Shoes that do not fit properly, 
cut off circulation to tl1e feet, that slip 
off when walking, that have unsteady 
or very high heels, and those vvith 
platform soles are truly dangerous. Not 
only is there the danger of tripping 
when walking under normal circum­
stances, should the unlikely occur and 
you wish to beat a hasty retreat, your 
shoes may impede you avoiding a dan­
gerous or threatening situation. D itto 
tight skirts, long shawls and lengthy 
chain link jewelry. Make sure your 
clothes are comfortable, that you are 
practiced in their wear and manage-

Renaissance Library Report 
Dr. Lee Etscovitz, the Renaissance 

National Librarian, reports that the Li­

brary Discussion Group met at The 

Woods on Wednesday, April 2, 1997 

from 8 to 9:30 PM. With 1997 being 

the tenth year for Renaisance as an or­

ganization, the discussion involved 

some reminiscing and discussion of 

Renaissance's historical roots. The next 

meeting v..rill take place at The Woods 
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ment and they do not impede your 
movement. 

Because even the unlikely may oc­
cur, you should have a game plan in 
mind. If at all possible travel in pairs. 
Should you have an accident such as a 
fall or a minor traffic mishap some­
thing that attracts a crowd, do your best 
to maintain your dignity. If you are un­
injured and there is no need to involve 
any authorities, move on quickly. If you 
need help, either medical or the police, 
call for it yourself on your cellular phone 
(a great help, these days). 

Should you find yourself the target 
of physical aggression, assess the dan­
ger and your ability to defend yourself. 
This is not the moment to try your 
feminine wiles or to go limp. lf you are 
very matched with the aggressor and 
no weapons are flashed, take an asser­
tive stance. Avoid physical engagement 
unless you are secure in your compe­
tence. Do what you would do if you 
weren't crossdressed. Put aside your 
pride. Try to position yourself in a way 
to attract attention -run into a store 
or even into slow moving traffic. If 
they want money, hand it over. 

If you feel you have been the victim 
of hate violence targeted because of 
your transgender status, get any neces­
sary medical care and then report the 
incident to the police. Last but not 
least, if you are in the SF Bay area call 
CUAV (Community United Against 
Violence) at 333-HELP or a similar lo­
cal organi7.ation. This organization works 
to end anti-gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender violence in a confidential 
manner. They provide empowering ser­
vices to survivors such as crisis interven­
tion short term counse)jng, advocacy 
with the criminal justice system, support 
groups, and a 24 hour crisis line. A 

from 8 to 9:30 PM on \Vednesday, 

June 4, 1997. Who knows what will be 

discussed at the next meeting, for each 

meeting's discussion is a direct reflec­

tion of its participants' interests. 



Vis ... 
just an innocent remark about the 
harmlessness of the fling. 

Speaking of Ellen DeGeneres, 
though ... The popular media hasn't 
seemed to mention it but there has al­
ways been wide speculation that she 
was a lesbian in the gay medfa. Her an­
nouncement that she was indeed gay 
seemed anticlimactic to me. And now I 
hear that Time magazine is going to 
run a cover photo of Pope John Paul II 
with the caption, "Yep, I'm Catholic!" 

I visited the TV bar Edelweiss in 

Gender ... 
ety, and ignores anthropological evi­
dence of accepted cross-cultural TC 
roles. These tired old myths were de­
bunked for sexual orientation 25 years 
ago and have been recycled to target 
transgendered individuals. 
Is GID used to institutionalize 
gender non-confonning children 
and youth? 

Yes. The CID criteria for children 
are significantly broader in scope in 
the DSM-IV than in earlier revisions, 
to the concern of many civil libertar­
ians. A child may be diagnosed with 
Gender Identity Disorder without 
ever having stated any desire to be, or 
insistence of being, the other sex. Boys 
are inexplicably held to a much stricter 
standard of conformity than girls. A 
preference for crossdressing meets the 
diagnostic criterion for boys but not 
for girls, who must insist on wearing 
only male clothing to merit diagnosis. 
References to "stereotypical " clothing, 
toys and activities of the other sex are 
imprecise in an American culture 
where much children's' clothing is uni­
sex and appropriate sex role is the sub­
ject of political debate. Equally puz­
zling is a criterion which lists a "strong 
preference for playmates of the other 
sex" as symptomatic, and seems to 
equate mental health with sexual dis­
crimination and segregation. 
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New York City recently on a Saturday 
night and found the place almost d -
serted. Every time I go, which is infre­
quently, it seems to get less and less 
crowded. At one time, the place would 
be jumping by ten o'clock. Now it's 
well after midnight before any sizable 
mass of people are tl1ere. One new 
barmaid even asked me if it was usu­
ally this empty. We talked about why it 
doesn't attract the crowds the way it 
once did and one thing that occurred 
to me was that in the past few years, 
with drag becoming more popular, 
there are so many more nightspots to 
visit that Edelweiss seems a little old 
hat. It's still an interesting New York 

Gender Shock, Exploding the Myths 
of Male and Female, Phyllis Burke 
(1996) describes cases of children as 
young as age three institutionalized or 
treated with a diagnosis of CID for 
widely varying gender nonconformity. 
She presents evidence of increasing 
use of CID for children suspected of 
being "prehomosexual," and not neces­
sarily transsexual. Diagnosis and treat­
ment is often at the insistence of 
unaccepting parents with the intent of 
changing a perceived homosexual ori­
entation. This use of Gender Identity 
Disorder for children and youth was 
recently condemned by the San Fran­
cisco Human Rights Commission and 
the ational Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force. 
Do gender diagnoses promote un­
fair social stereotypes? 

Yes. The transgender diagnostic cat­
egories are open to interpretation that 
promotes invalid stereotypes; sexual­
izes self-expression that is often social; 
and fails to reflect the diversity of the 
transgendered community. Moreover, 
Transvestic Fetishism is classified as'a 
paraphilia, legitimizing stereotypes that 
associate crossgender role with criminal 
or harmful conduct. TSs who are out of 
the closet must bear the greatest brunt 
of stereotypes that presume mental ill­
ness or incompetence in tl1e home, 
workplace, and community. 
Does the DSM-IV adequately con­
sider socio-cultural research? 

o. A growing body of sociological 
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experience to skulk around in tl1ere, 
though, and I hope that it's able to 
hang on. 

And speaking of hanging on, Joann 
Roberts mentioned that Kym Richards' 
CrossTalk magazine may be a thing of 
the past. Too bad for all of us, because 
it always had interesting features and 
articles and over my time writing this 
column I found many items from 
which I drew material. Thanks for the 
good stuff, Kym, and best wishes for 
reviving CrossTalk on the Internet. 

' 
and anthropological literature that re­
gards gender as a social construction, 
not a biological imperative, is inexpli­
cably ignored. There are many ex­
amples of "supernumerary gender" 
precedents in non-western cultures. 
These were accepted, often highly re­
spected, societal roles where gender 
variation and fluidity were considered 
a normal part of human life. Are we to 
infer now that all of these people were 
mentally ill? 
Won't TG people suffer intoler­
ance anyway, whether the DSM is 
refonned or not? 

Irving Bieber and Charles 
Socarides, who led the opposition to 
declassify homosexuality in the 70s, 
made similar arguments. These were 
disputed by Robert Spitzer, who noted 
that gays and lesbians were denied civil 
rights, because their status as "men­
tally ill" placed a "burden of proof .. . 
on them to demonstrate their compe­
tence, reliability, or mental stability." 
History has clearly vindicated Spitzer's 
view for GLB people. 

The declassification of homosexuality 
was a powerful message that discrimina­
tion in the community and workplace 
had no scientific justification. 

Reforming th DSM will not elimi­
nate transgender stigma but will re­
move its legitimacy. The lessons of his­
tory are clear for the case of gays and 
lesbians who suffer ve1y much tlie 
same prejudice that transpeople do. 

continued 011 page14 
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"Delusions are often functional. A 
11wther's opinions about her chfldren's 
beauty. intelligence, goodness, et 
cettera. ad nauseam, keep her from 
drowning them at birth." 

- Robert Heinlein ----Before I forget, Happy 10th Anniver-
sary Renaissance. May you have ten 
times ten more. ----If you haven't registered yet for the Sec-
ond International Congress on Sex & 
Gender Issues, now is the time to do it. 
This repeat of the fabulous congress that 
took place in February 1995 at Cal. State 
University at Northridge will be just as 
great if not greater. Plenary speakers are 
Kate Bornstein, Prof. Dr. Louis Cooren, 
and Dr. Steven Levine of the Harry Ben­
jamin International Gender Dysphoria 
Association. Sandra Bern (The Lenses of 
Gender) may make a special address as 
well. In addition to two and a half days 
of sessions, the congress is pleased to 
host the Magnus Hirsch£ eld exhibit. 
This exhibit, titled "Seventy Five Years 
of Sexual Science," is a rare and won­
derful review of the contributions of Dr. 
Hirschfeld to the field of sexual science, 
particularly with respect to gender role 
and identity. Dr. Hirschfeld is credited 
with inventing the term "transvestite." 
The registration fee for the congress is 
$80 until June 1 and then it increases to 
$100. On Saturday evening, June 21, Re-

naissance will host a 10th Anniversary 
banquet with Kate Bornstein as the 
guest of honor and dancing to a tg band. 
The cost of the banquet is $37. The con­
gress and banquet will be held at the 
Park Ridge Hotel in King of Prussia, 
Pa. For complete details, contact Re­
naissan<.-e at <\.vww.ren.org>, call the 
office at 610-975-9119, or w1ite care of 
987 Old Eagle School Rd., Suite 719, 
Wayne, Pa. 19087. ----First there was Transexual Menace. 
Then Transgender Nation. Now the 
transgender community has spawned 
yet another activist group, TransVestite 
Nuisance. Yes, friends, 1VNuisance is 
the organization that truly represents 
the needs and desires of the transvestite 
segment of the tg community. What is 
it that TVN wants? Here are a list of 
their demands: Price Controls on 
Beaded Gowns! Now! ... Decriminaliza­
tion and Destigmatization of Middle­
aged Adolescent Narcissism (MAN) 
Now! ... Restrooms Without Borders! 
Hurry! ... Electrolysis on Demand! Soon! 
... Amnesty for Clothesline Shoppers! 
Free the Victoria's Secret 7,893 ! 
... Haute Couture in Plus Sizes! Though 
satirical in nature, TV Nuisance is a le­
gitimate not-for-profit operation in­
tended to be fundraising mechanism for 
legitimate transgender issues and 
projects including: Lobby Days. Politi­
cal Action, Education & Research, and 
Legal Advocacy. 1VN is the brainchild 
of Erin Souza, Cindy Martin, Jamie 
Fenton. and moi. 1VN "vill begin a mer­
chandising campaign with membership 
cards, coffee mugs, t-shirts and maybe 
more. All proceeds will go to real chari­
table projects. If you want to know more 
about the goals and projects of TVN 
(like picketing all Payless Shoe Source 
stores until they all carry size 13 double 
wide 4-inch stilettos), write to 3-D Com­
munications, Inc .. PO Box 80588, Val­
ley Forge, PA 19484, or send email to 
<tvnuisance@tgforum.com>. ----

U2 

I spent some time in Las Vegas losing 
my bra at the crap tables and interview­
ing Frank Marino for LadyLike Maga­
zine. Marino is the female impersonator 
who mimics comedienne Joan Rivers in 
the La Cage show at the Riviera Hotel. 
I found Marino to be extremely person­
able and easy to talk with. I asked him 
if he felt differently in and out of drag. 
In particular, there is a photo of Frank 
and his paitner in Frank's autobiography 
His Majesty The Queen with Frank in a 
wedding dress and he just looks too 
natural. He confided in me that the 
photo was shot that way and with him 
in male clothes and that he felt really 
uncomfo1table in the male clothes for 
that photo. I think that Mr. Marino is an 
extraordinary impersonator and trans­
gendered, at least to some extent. If 
you're in Las Vegas, drop by the Riviera 
any night but Tuesday for one of the 
best FI shows I've ever seen. Also, if 
you'd like to read his autobiography, it 
is available through CDS. ----On the political front, companion joint 
resolutions were introduced on March 
20 in the House and Senate, according 
to transgender activist Dana Priesing. 
The resolutions are Bouse Joint Reso­
lution 66, and Senate Joint Resolu­
tion 24. Each proposes the following 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution: 

"Article -
"Section l. Equality of rights under 
the law shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by 
any State on account of sex. 
"Section 2. The Congress shall have 
the power to enforce, by appropriate 
legislation, the provisions of this ar­
ticle. 
"Section 3. This amendment shall 
take effect t\:vo years after the date of 
ratification." 

Priesing says, "A construction of the 
meaning of sex in these resolutions, 
broad enough to encompass sexual char­
acteristics, expression and/or identity, 
would be enormously beneficial to 



HOT•BUZZ 
transgendered people, as well as bisexu­
als, lesbians and gays (sexual orientation, 
after all, either is a sexual characteristic 
or sexual expression). No word yet on 
how broadly, or narrowly, the term is 
intended to be construed." ----I must have hit a nerve last month be-
cause that column generated more mail 
than ever. Here's a sample: "I felt com­
pelled to comment about the HRC/ 
ENDA issue, after reading your com­
ments [last month]. I was one of the ac­
tivists who traveled to DC in late 
February. I believe, after having visited 
and spoken to [staffers] of Senators 
McConnell (KY), Ford (KY), :Baucus 
(MT), Dorgan (ND), Harkin (IA), 
DascWe (IA) and Moseley-Braun (IL), 
that those who support ENDA or legis­
lation similar to it will do so regardless 
of trans-inclusion. Those who are resis­
tant, as Wendell Ford was, will remain 
so. The fence-sitters (McConnell) are 
the ones to work on ... That does not 
mean we should expect passage this 
year. This is a Congress largely funded 
by and representing the interests of the 
religious right, and in my part of the US, 
they arc very, very strong .... I say to heck 
with the HRC (Human Rights Cam­
paign) and when my lcsbigay friends saw 
what HRC has done to transpeople, they 
agreed ,ivith me. HRC is not our ally, and 
should be shunned by transpeople. Any 
transperson who gives a donation to 
HRC is not getting enough beauty rest. 
Thanks for the Forum, once again. 
Anne Casebeer, Bluegrass Belles" ----Onto the fashion news! Last month I 
mentioned the Dinan- airbrush makeup 
system. That elicited this reply from 
Andiellll. "I contacted Dinair about 
a year ago, and purchased the full pack­
age. It was more like $800 complete 
with makeup! Unfortunately, I am a spaz 
with tools, and this was no different. Be­
sides, spray painting myself was very 
awkward. I think I would have been 
more successful doing it on someone 
else. But Dinair was completely repu­
table, and tried to help me through my 
problems. When I fmally gave up, I re-
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turned the unit, and they promptly cred­
ited my account." Anyone who wants 
more info on the Dinair should contact 
Andie at ~ @aol.com>. ----The BUZZ for Spring are pastel colors 
in yellows, blues and pinks. But we're 
talking makeup here, not clothing. Why 
not try these blue lipsticks: Bleu Satin 
from Guerlain, Hard Candy Sky or 
Urban Decay's Vapor. For a more tra­
ditional Spring pink t-ry Helena 
Rubinstein no 47, Estee Lauder 
Cannes Coral, or Clinique's Water­
melon. Another HOT color for Spring 
is orange and the lipstick isn't being left 
out here either. Try Guerlain's Orange 
Insolent. Looking for peach? There's 
Estee Lauder All-Day South Beach 
Peach. Lookjng for a tasty plum? Try 
Estee Lauder Perfect Bloom. 

Summer is just around the corner and 
our editrix, Ms. Gardner, will soon be 
exhorting you to take photos of your 
beach excursions for the February '98 
Swimsuit Issue. So, you'll want to look 
your best on the beach and too much 
makeup on the beach is sca1y. The idea 
is to look natural, not made up. One hick 
is tinted lipgloss rather than lipstick. The 
Estee Lauder Suddenly Swmner col­
lection is based on colors you'll see in 
sand and includes lip gloss, lipsticks and 
nail polish. Mix them rather than match 
them. Use mascara, but make sure it's 
water resistant. If you must use founda­
tion ( and most of us must) then use one 
of the silicone based makeups that won't 
slide off in the hot sun. ----- from AOL commented on 
my piece about MODE magazine last 
month. She says, " .. though most TV/ 
CD/fCs may be able to take advantage 
of a magazine like MODE, not all. I am 
51 3' and weigh 128 lbs. I wear a size 8 
or 10 petite (am I making you jealous .. . 
well, I use to be able to wear a 7 or 9.) 
But it's not all glory over here either. 
Although S's or l0's may be easier to 
find than 16's or 22's, unless they're pe­
tites, I have to have them altered, too. 
The sleeves or legs or skirt hems are too 
long. [My] point being: No matter what 
size you are, you just can't win." Gawd, 
is she braggin' or complainin'? Seriously, 
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I know what she means. At 5' 611 myself, 
everything I buy has to be hemmed and 
I have all my skirts taken in at the hips. ----What's in a name? Back in 1986 there 
was simply the Donna Karan Collec­
tion and the eponymous line made an 
instant hit. That success was repeated in 
1989 with the release of DKNY, a 
younger, more hip, and less expensive 
line of clothes. These were followed by 
Donna Karan Essentials, a line of ba­
sic items with which one could build a 
wardrobe. So , what happened this 
spring? Ms. Karan got positively wild 
and released a whole slew of new lines, 
First there's D , a derivative of DKNY 
that is supposed to fill in (price-wise) be­
tween DKNY and the Donna Karan 
Collection, ranging in price from $200 
to over $600. DK.NY Classics is a line of 
basics (again?) starting at about $100 
and topping out at $250. Then add 
DKNY Active to the list with stretchy 
logo'd pieces like stretch tights and ny­
lon mesh tank tops starting at $35 for t­
s hi rts and peaking at $250 for a 
power-stretch all-in-one catsuit. Finally 
there's DK.NY Jeans sporting, ta da ... 
jeans and more t-shirts. Methinks 
LaDonna has split her personality once 
too often. But, it's not just Karan doing 
the splitting. In 1976 Liz Claiborne 
started her company to fill the wardrobe 
needs of the emerging career woman. 
Today there's the Liz Caliborne Collec­
tion of careenvear, Lizsport {sports­
wear), Lizwear{youth collection), Liz & 
Company {weekend wear), Lizgolf {golf 
wear), Liz Night {evening wear), and 
Elisabeth (Plus sizes). Ralph Lauren is 
another designer splitting lines. In addi­
tion to the Ralph Lauren Collection, 
(Do you get the idea that if it's a "collec­
tion," then it's expensive?) there's Rnlph. 
for the younger woman, Lauren for less 
expensive classic pieces, Polo Sport for 
those who like flashy athletic wear, and 
Polo Jeans. However. it's hard to tell the 
pieces apart except by the prices. ----So, those are my opinions, but, hey, what 
do I know? Drowning a delusion might 
be a bouying experience. Comments? 
Write care of this publication or send me 
email to - @cdspub.com>. 
© 1997 by Creative Design Se1vices. 



Gender ... 
Isn't a medical diagnosis necessary 
for sex reassignment hormones 
and surgery? 

Yes. For sex reassignment proce­
dures, the Standards of Care for the 
Hormonal and Surgical Sex Reassign­
ment of Gend.er Dysphoric Persons, 
from the Harry Benjamin International 
Gender Dysphoria Association, specifi­
cally require a diagnosis of trans­
sexualism as listed in the DSM-III-R 
The rationale is that crossgender iden­
tity is legitimized by psychiatric classi­
fication as a condition worthy of evalu­
ation and treahnent. By implication, 
SRS procedures might cease to be of­
fered to transsexuals without a diagno­
sis to validate their medical necessity 
and justify their risks. 

This rationale is inconsistent, how­
ever, with the AP A's decision to merge 
the DSM-III-R categories of Trans­
sexualism and Gender Identity Disor­
der of Adolescence or Adulthood, 
Nontranssexual Type (GlDAANT) 
They were replaced by a nebulous cat­
egory, Gender Identity Disorder, 
which could be interpreted to impli­
cate a very broad slice of gender non­
conforming children, adolescents, and 
adults who are not necessarily TS. 

Transsexuals who openly face 
stigma and discrimination every day 
are poorly served by the DSM-IV. The 
label of mental disorder burdens them 
to continually prove their mental com­
petence. Fraught with murky and am­
biguous language. Gender Identity 
Disorder has failed to provide a com­
pelling "medical necessity" for many 
hospitals and nearly all U.S. insurers. 
who have dropped SRS procedures 
and coverage. Furthermore. the cur­
rent wording has no clear exit clause 
for post-operative TSs. 

It lists postsurgical complications as 
"associated physical examination find­
ings" of individuals with CID. 

Curiously, the Harry Benjamin 
standards of care have not been re­
vised since the publication of the 
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DSM-IV or reconciled with its broader 
definition of Gender Identity Disor­
der. If gender identity and not sexual 
orientation is defined as a mental illness 
for the purpose of legitimizing surgical 
and hormonal procedures, then two 
questions emerge: \Vhy was Gender 
Identity Disorder expressly "uncoupled" 
from SRS approval criteria, and what is 
the purpose of diagnosing non-trans­
sexual gender dysphorics? 

Perhaps in the future, a physical di­
agnosis for transsexualism will be of­
fered that is more consistent with sur­
gical and hormonal treatments than 
the current mental disorder model. In 
the meantime, the benefits of reducing 
the stigma of psychosexual illness, 
while maintaining a clear and specific 
justification for SRS procedures for 
transsexuals, merit consideration by 
the APA. 
What should be done? 

Psychiatric perceptions of causality, 
distress, and treatment goals for trans­
gendered people are remarkably paral­
lel to those for gay and lesbian people 
before the declassifkation of homo­
sexuality as a mental disorder in 1973. 
The diagnostic categories of Gender 
Identity Disorder and Transvestic Fe­
t ishism, like Homosexuality in past de­
cades, may or may not meet current 
definitions of psychiatric disorder de­
pending on subjective assumptions re ­
garding "normal" sex and gender role 
and the distress of societal prejudice. 

Ambiguous and conflicting language 
in recent revisions of the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 
serve to subject more gender non-con­
forming youth and adults with' the 
stigma of psychosexual disorder. 

The transgender community is 
deeply divided on this issue, but need­
lessly so. Tt is possible to retain a diag­
nosis that specifically addresses the 
needs of preoperative transsexuals, re­
quiring medical sex reassignment, with 
criteria that clearly and unambigu­
ously exclude others for whom diagno­
sis serves no constrnctive purpose. This 
would address the misuse of CID for 
suspected "prehomosexual" children. 
It would also free non-operative and 
post-op transsexuals from the stigma of 
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psychiatric diagnosis. At the same 
time, the diagnosis ofTrnnsvestic Fe­
tishism should be limited to those for 
whom crossdressing represents a legiti­
mate sexual fetish that truly interferes 
with their life, or perhaps deleted alto­
gether. Currently, TF may broadly im­
plicate many transgendered people re­
gardless of sexual motivation or 
self-acceptance. 

These reforms would acknowledge 
the existence of transgendered people 
who are capable, happy, and healthy 
despite severe societal prejudice. In­
stead of legitimizing unfair stereotypes 
upon all TC people, a revised DSM 
would acknowledge the fact that many 
many TC people are not mentally dis­
ordered, distressed, or impaired and 
do not deserve to be treated as such. 

It is crucial that the transgender 
community reach a consensus on this 
important issue and with a united voice 
communicate our needs to other civil 
rights groups and the medical profes­
sions. Medical policy in our society 
should be open to the possibility that 
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difference is not disease, nonconfor­
mity is not pathology, and uniqueness 
is not illness. 
Further reading 

The most recent text representing 
the psychiatric view is Gender Identity 
Disorder and Psychosexual Problems 
in Children and Adults, by Kenneth 
Zucker and Susan Bradley, Guilford 
Press, 1995. They are with the Clarke 
Institute in Toronto and were on the 
DSM-IV subcommittee that authored 
the GlD section. 

The opposing view is presented by 
Phyllis Burke, Gend.er Shock, Anchor, 
1996. This a must-read for anyone con­
cerned with transgendered, gay or les­
bian children and adolescents. She 
documents cases of young boys and 
girls incarcerated and subjected to 
cruel treatment for the crime of gender 
nonconformity. She also illustrates the 
disturbing practice of using childhood 
GID as a justification for 'fixing' the 
sexual orientation of suspected gay chil­
dren. One of her subjects was featured 
in an ABC 20/20 episode last year. 
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Les Feinberg's Transgender War­
riors, Beacon, 1996 is a fascinating 
tour of historical and current gender 
diversity from a social activist view­
point. 

Perhaps the best insights into why 
gender identity is not a mental illness 
lie in the history of the pathologization 
of sexual orientation. See R. Bayer, 
Homosexuality and American Psychia­
try, Princeton, 1981. 

In Search of Eve, by Anne Bolin, 
Bergin&Garvey, 1988, is a classic ref­
erence from an anthropological view of 
T S people and their care givers. 

An excellent overview of the cross­
dressing phenomenon is given in Cross 
Dressing, Sex, and Gend.er, by Vern 
and Bonnie Bollough, University of 
Pennsylvania, 1993. 

The Spirit and the Flesh: Sexual Di­
versity in American Indian Culture, 
W. Williams, Beacon Press, 1986, is 
the best known reference for Native 
American transgender traditions. 

See K. Wilson and B. Hammond, 
Myth, Stereotype, and Cross-Gender 

from America Online 

Identity in the DSM-N, 21st Annual 
Feminist Psychology Conference, As­
sociation for Women in Psychology, 
Portland OR, March J.996, for more 
details and references on the patho­
logization of gender diversity. 

WWW: < http:/ 
www.transgender.org/tg/gic/ 
awptext.htmb or,<http:// 
·www.transgender.org/tg/gic/"> 
www.transgender.org!tg/gid> 

Or call the Gender Identity Center, 
Lakewood, Colorado, fl 
(303) 202-6466. 9 

Don't forget to send in your 
questions for Dear Dr. and Ask 
the Dennotologist. These are 
two recurring features authored 
by Bill Stayton, Th.D., and Jane 
Ellen Fairfax, M.D., respectively, 
Dr. Bill will answer questions on 
a range of subjects from philo­
sophical and theological issues 
to clinical pyschology. Dr. Fair­
fax will answer your ques1ions 
conceming skin core. See page 
2 for the office address. 

"In life there are no guarantees, but without trying there are only regrets." 
"Let this gg take you from debutante to goddess and beyond." 
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Glamour Application 
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Lynda K. Krupa 
Transformation Expert 
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Dear Angela, 

Letters 
to the 
Editor 

Mea culpa! A check of the manuscript 
of As We Were-Trani:;gendered (April is­
sue) reveals that I said that boys began 
to crossdress at age four to five, when I 
meant that they ceased to crosssdress 
at that age. Boys were dressed as girls 
until three, four, or apparently even five. 
As a subsequent part of the article re­
veals, my father was photographed when 
he was about three, and my uncle was 
apparently photographed at an even 
younger age. My father (deceased) re­
membered being dressed as a girl. I was 
shown my uncle's photograph many 
years after his death by his widow, my 
aunt, so I never had the chance to ask 
him if he rememl1ered his 0irlhood days. 

Sincerely, 
Jennifer -

Dear Angela, 
I believe our community is far larger 

than any of us can imagine. For those 
who are actively, semi-actively, or even 
passively participating in its activities, 
the security of having a "structure" sup­
porting the mystel)', uncertainty, and, 
indeed at times, the aloneness of our 
lifestyle is an immeasurable benefit. 
Where else but from organizations such 
as Renaissance, can we get the spiritual 
glue to hold our lives together? 

I grew up during the Sixties. At that 
time, to my knowledge, there were no le­
gitimate organizations to which one 
could turn for understanding and guid­
ance. As Paul Simon once wrote in his 
wonderful song, The Boxer, "I do declare 
there were times when I took comfort in 
the whores on Seventh Avenue ... " The 
"fringes" of Society were among the only 
places to seek out relevancy; and, indeed, 
to discover that you were not the only 
one to have had these "feelings." 

Over time, magnificent organizations 
representing our culture sprang up ... pio­
neered t,y such courageous sisters as 
JoAnn, Alison, Merissa, Virginia, Al7be, 

and so many othere. The key to these 
groups is that they recognize that the 
main part of our lives is not transacted in 
society's twilight. Many of us have suc­
cessful careers; have families; go to ball 
games; have kids attending college; kids 
getting married; and, yes, kids having kids. 

Naturally, not all of us fit the Brady 
Bunch model, but most of us certainly fit 
solidly into mainstream society. 

And, evel)'one, no matter where they 
fall, has to thank God for the people and 
organizations that serve our transgen­
dered needs. 

Yet my "gratitude" is tempered with a 
great deal of frustration and concern ... 
for the future of our Community. Many 
groups perceive themselves as a fac­
tion ... disparate, unique, and an "island" 
unto itself. We are often jousting with 
one another ... undermining the vel)' pur­
poses for which we were established ... 
those being of "unifying, caring, nurtur­
ing, educating, and promoting" the ideals 
so fundamental to the well-being of our 
present and future meml,ers. 

First of all we must acknowledge that 
no organization is always "all things to 
all people." There are many colors in our 
Rainbow. Each group to a degree has its 
own character. But the one common 
thread is that we are all transgendered. 

Let's lay down our E0o's, and recog­
nize that we are on the fringe of a great 
opportunity ... an opportunity to !,and 
together, to further temper the 
stren0th that we intrinsically possess 
in a cause to take the TG Community to 
the next level of visil,ility, influence, and 
acceptance. Let's cease these petty at­
tempts "to stone each other to death 
with popcorn!" 

We are a movement that has power in 
its aggregate numl7ers. Look at all of 
the organizations, i,oth nationally and 
worldwide. 

Let's play a game for a minute: Let's 
take it aa a given that there are roughly 
250,000,000 people In the United 
States. Studies show that appro><i­
mately 107. have a "gay" orientation ... 
25,000,000. I'll 17e vel)' conservative now 
and assume that only 10% of gays are to 
some acknowledged degree transgen­
dered ... 2.5 mllllon. And, finally, let's con­
clude that only 107. of those would be 
predisposed to join a formal group. I've 
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really whittled down the numbers, but 
that leaves about 250,000 people that 
would be "card carrying" members of the 
Transgenderea Community. I know many of 
you are arguing that being "transgen­
dered" does not necessarily imply that 
one is "homosexual." True. But, since I have 
no other statistics, let's use the allove ... 
OK? (If we did have accurate TG "num­
bers," my intuition tells me that the ratios 
would be even more strongly in our favor. 

Dues are a part of belonging to any 
or0anization that wants to maintain its 
viabil ity. While, each "Local" would have 
its own dues component, $50.00 would 
go "Nationa.l" The last time I looked, 
250,000 times $50 was $12,500,000. 
Twelve million 1,ucks a year can finance an 
awful lot of magnificent full-time leader­
ship talent, outreach, publications, 
seminars, meetings, political support 
(and, I don't mean renting the Lincoln 
Bedroom for the night!), membership 
services, professional research, educa­
tion... both internal and external; and 
other C/community projects contribut­
in0 to the overall well-being and accep­
tance of all of us who are transgendered. 

So many of our organizations are 
struggling for financial survival. The an­
swer has to lie within ourselves ... mar­
shaling our own ... already availal,le finan­
cial resources, t,y putting our egos aside 
and joining together to create the stron­
gest union since the Civil and Gay Rights 
Movements. 

It's 1,een done before. It can be done 
now. Let's do it! We need a National 
Leader to bring us through the turn of 
the Centul)', and strongly into the Millen­
nium. Could that person 17e you'? 

Slncerely your Sister, 
Diane . 

Thank you for thinking I might be 
the one for the job, Diane. I try my best 
to make a dent while working for Re­
naissance. You are correct about the 
vast, untapped financial resource that is 
out there, but there's no need to limit 
your figures to homosexual people who 
may be transgendered. The experts, 
who can't agree since, as you pointed 
out, no one has done a definitive study, 
think there may be beMeen one and 

continued on next pcige 
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Letters ... 
ten percent of the total population that 
has transgender tendencies. I believe 
that it's actually higher than ten per­
cent, and, remember, it should include 
women who want to act or be like men. 
All of these folks spend money on all 
kinds of needs and desires and if they 
each spent just ten dollars a year on us 
we would have more than enough cash 
to do a fabulous job of championing the 
rights of all transgendered people. 

Speaking for myself, I'm in this for 
the long haul. There won't be dramatic 
changes in the next year or even the 
next ten. We have made gr~at strides 
toward acceptance in the past decade 
but there's stilJ a long way to go. Maybe 
someday students in a transgendered 
studies class will look back and say, 
"Renaissance was one of the turning· 
points in TG history." If they do it will 
be not just because of me, or JoAnn, or 

any of the many folks who turn their ef­
forts to helping others through Renais­
sance, but because of each and every 
member, from those who send in their 
minimum dues every year to those who 
take on leadership roles or make large 
cash donations. Renaissance is a ve­
hicle, a vehicle to take transgendered 
people out of the twilight and into the 
light of day. You can help drive, help 
navigate or pump the gas that keeps us 
going. If you care about helping other 
transgendered individuals jump in. 

Thanks for your support Diane and 
thanks to everyone else. Let's make our 
10th Anniversary just the beginning. 

JoAnn Replies: I couldn't have said 
it any more eloquently than Angela did. 
What makes not just Renaissance but 
every organization work is the team­
work and participation of the members. 
It is a challenge to keep an organization 
alive and well. As the First Lady says, 
"It takes a village." Are you just visiting 
or are you going to become a resident? 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. 

FOR SALE: Assorted dresses and two piece outfits in 
Plus Sizes. Shoes, womens size 12W. Contact Randi 
Schwarz at 609-983-8294. Leave a messege. 
Apartment for rent. Private home in country setting. 
Credi! and personal relerences required. Owner is Ren. 
member. Call 610-287-5989 
GlamourphotosfcrCDs by a CD. Makeup hep available. 
Call 610-701-7613 for info. Ask for Don. 
Mi casa es su casa. Need a place to change before 1he 
Renaissance GPC meeting? The perfect location awaits 
you just off extt 33 Rt. 76. Call CDTips 215-878-33&3. 
ALTERATIONS: get that dress to fit !he way it should, 
buy the size for proper fit in the shoulders and I'll take in 
the waist and hips to fit your figure the way H was meant 
to fit 10% Discount to Renaissance members. call Lisa 
at 610-838-7485 
LEGAL NAME CHANGE for under $200 ! Why pay an 
attorney up to $1000 when you can represent yoursett 
and save hundreds? I'll supply all necessary forms, 
ready to file, and instructions for $.50.00. Renaissance 
members pay only $35.00 call Lisa at 610-838-7485 
Egyptian papyrus& papyrus notebooks. Necklaces, ear 
rings, key chains in Egyptian & Pharonic style. Contact 
Dr. W. Lofty, PO Box 358, Embaba, 12411,Giza-Egypt. 

T Dr. A. S. Nubel PERMANENT MAKEUP 

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS 
Psychotherapist 
Specialized in Treatment 

of Gender Identity Disorders (TV ffS) 
Individuals 

Marriage & Family 
Groups 

683 Donald Dr. N. 
Bridgewater, NJ 08870 

(908) 722-9884 
Fax (908) 722-0666 

Insurance Accepted 

" .. . Electrolysis. I've been through it. 
I can help you through it." 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chester, Pa. 19013 610•872•2091 
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~o-e,ux 
<J>ene:e,--

"TIMELESS BEAUTY THAT NEVER ENDS" 

FREE CONSULTATION 
609-770-0070 

JEAN RICHARTZ LOMGMIRE, SPECIALIST 609-782-8100 

PERMANENT MAKEUP 
EYEBROWS• EYELINER• LIP LINING 

LIP FILL IN• CAMOUFLAGE 

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS 
• PERMANENT NON INVASION TECHNIQUE 
• AS EFFETIVE AS NEEDLE TECHNIQUE 
• FDA LISTED AS PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL DEVICE 
• NO PITTING, SCARRING OR INFECTION 
• MAKEUP APPLIED IMMEDIATELY 

CALL FOR MENU OF OTHER SERVICES 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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l\fs. Lee Etscovitz, Ed.D. 

Making Sense of It All 
When I Turn Off the Television 

Like most people, I watch televi­
sion. I watch some programs for news, 
some for education and insight, and 
some strictly for entertainment. In any 
case, television is always an outside 
presence which I have essentially in­
vited into my house and which I selec­
tively enjoy. 

It was in terms of this general view­
ing activity that I once found myself 
suddenly frightened by my turning off 
the television. I don't remember why I 
chose to turn it off at that particular 
moment. Maybe I was simply trying to 
escape a commercial break. But, selec­
tive as I am about watching television, 
I I do know that I suddenly became 
aware of the stillness, the quietness 
and peacefulness, in the house. And, as 
I have said, I became frightened. The 
follo,,ving poem, called, "When I Turn 
Off the Television," grew out of that 
experience: 

When I turn off the television 
I am suddenly facing God. 

He stares at me 
from an empty screen 

until I see 
my own reflection 

staring back, 
like an alien 

from another world. 
There is no sound 

except the pounding 
of the silence 

and of my heart. 

God 
is not easy to face, 
especially when 
I see and hear 

myself, 
and that scares me more. 

Maybe 
if I were to hold 
my O\VO hand, 
then maybe 

I could begin to live 

in my own house, 
even with the television 

on. 

What, you may ask, does all this 
have to do with my life as a transgen­
dered p rson, especially since the os­
tensible purpose of this monthly col­
umn is to make some sense of gender 
change, whatever that change may en­
tail? Actually, the turning off of the 
television represents for me both my 
decision to embark on a male to fe­
male transition and then my effort to 
make something of my life following 
that decision. 

I never would have been able to 
deal with my transgender feelings if I 
had not been able initially to look away 
from the show of life and begin to look 
at my own inner show. I had my ovvn 
screen test to pass, if you will. I had to 
be able, at least temporarily, to look 
away from a screen full of pleasant dis­
tractions and begin to look directly at 
my own life •vith all of its confusion 
and potential. Where was I going with 
my gender feelings? What did I intend 
to do with those feelings, for they 
threatened to destroy me if I did not 
face them once and for all? 

But it was not easy to turn off the 
outer television and to begin to tune 
into my own inner station, my own 
show. I had to begin to see and hear 
myself for who I really am. I was finally 
able to examine more closely the script 
I had been following, only to discover 
that it was the wrong one for me, 
wrong in a fundamental sense. I was 
on the stage of life, but I was in the 
wrong gender. I was miscast, almost 
from the start. Maybe that is why my 
own inner ratings were not very high. 

And so, in a very real sense, I 
turned off the television and began to 
look at myself, not selfishly but instead 
honestly and realistically. How ironic 
that when I was living unhappily but 
appearing to be adjusted, I was socially 
acceptable. But when I started to !iv 
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happily, though markedly changed, to 
be sure, I lost a certain measure of so­
cial approval. 

In any case, now that I have essen­
tially made the gender transition, I still 
face life's normal problems: earning a 
living, paying bills, staying healthy, 
getting along with others, finding en­
joyment, and just living life. I first had 
to face God and myself in order to deal 
with my gender confusion. I now find 
that I still have to face God and myself, 
but this time in order to deal with life's 
challenges in general. It is not that I 
have never dealt with life, but I have 
never faced it without my gender 
struggle. That struggl is essentially 
over, and so now I have no excuse for 
not facing life's challenges in terms of 
myself as a whole person. 

Simply being a person, not prima­
rily someone with gender confusion, is 
really not so simple. For example, I 
have difficulty sitting still and just be­
ing comfortable with myself, both 
physically and mentally. I seem to be 
my own distraction. So I practice sit­
ting still on a regular basis. As my 
poem suggests, I need to hold my own 
hand first. Then perhaps I might really 
have a chance to become more aware 
of my own mind and my own soul. In 
other words, maybe if I can control my 
body and stop my outer fidgeting, I 
might give myself a chance to find the 
inner calm with which to face life in 
general. The goal is for nothing to dis­
tract me from who I really am, from 
my total sense of self, and from my 
general involvement in life, regardless 
of whether the television is on or off. I 
would then be able to pass any and ev­
ery screen test. But first I must turn 
off the television and sit still with my 
own inner show. That's the screen test 
I must pass right now. My inner ratings 
might even go up just by my trying. 
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Reasons To Continue 
News & Views received the follow­

ing via email from Joanne -
Like many gender variant people 
Joanne had arrived at the point where 
suicide was a real possibiUty. She 
turned away from that choice through 
the intervention of good friends who 
helped her.find reasons to live. Here is 
her list of reasons in the form of a letter 
to her cyber pals. All in all Joanne has 
corne up tvith several great reasons to 
stay on the this side of the grass. 

Dear Becca and Patti: 
I fmished writing this list Thursday 

morning, but never got a chance to 
type it out and really look at it until 
now. Since you both had asked me to 
do this, I thought you would both like 
to see it. And I want to once again 
thank you both for the gifts you have 
given me this week. 

Why do I want to stay alive? 
1. For Timmy. I want to see how 

my son turns out, even ifI am not des­
tined to be with him. Also I do not want 
to set an example of quitting for him, 
nor do I want my suicide to haunt him. 

2. For Rat:hel. When I have some­
one in my life who loves me as much 
as Rachel does, who makes me feel 
loved and worthy un<l alive, what sense 
does it make to leave? It can't get 
much better than tl1is. 

3. To see Sunrises over tl1e Atlantic 
Ocean. ,vhen I was young, I lived on 
the New Jersey coast, and my favorite 
joy was to get up early, go to the 
beach, and watch the sun come up 
over the ocean. I want to experience 
this wondrous event again and again. 

4. So that I can help others. I feel 
best about myself when I have the 
chance to help other people. Ifl leave, 

I can't help anybody. 
5. To see how my journey turns out. 

I believe that there is a higher power 
of some sort, be it God or the Goddess 
or some other entity whom l cannot 
yet and will never understand. I be­
lieve that this Being or Entity or Force 
has put me here and given me my 
transsexuality for a reason, and I want 
to learn for certain what that reason is 
and whether I achieve the purpose for 
which I was placed here. I think I un­
derstand the reason why I am here, 
but I want to learn for sure. 

6. To fight for understanding. Hav­
ing lived my life as a member of the 
class that has the power in tl1is society, 
and now trying to make a new life for 
myself as a member of one of the op­
pressed classes, I have been given a 
unique opportunity to see the evil and 
inequity that people can sometimes be 
subjected to. As a transsexual woman, I 
have either seen or experienced first­
hand some of the worst that this soci­
ety has to offer to people ,vl10 are. If I 
raise my voice in protest of what I see 
happening, I am strangely in a position 
where people might actually listen and 
learn something from me. I cannot ig­
nore this responsibility. 

7. My "kids." Through the magic of 
cyberspace, I have been lucky enough 
to meet several individuals, all of 
whom are college freshwornen at dif­
ferent universities, and vvho are going 
through very difficult times. I have 
"adopted" these three women and 
taken them into my heart as the 
daughters I always wanted but "vill 
never have. I am trying to be there for 
them, to help them through the hell 
that they are living with. They are all 
dealing with some very difficult stuff, 
and they seem to appreciate my help. I 

love them all very much, and thanks to 
them I am feeling useful. 

8. My writing. For me, to write is to 
be able to fly, to soar above it all and to 
see the beauty that really is around us. 
To create, to make something that can 
be enjoyed and used by others to help 
them. I cannot wri te once my ashes are 
spread over the ocean. 

9. For my Mom. My mother died 
two years ago, and never really could 
understand that aJI I ever wanted in 
my life was to be her daughter. She 
was by no means a perfect woman; she 
could be hard, crusty, bitter, resentful 
and sometimes downright mean. But 
she also had a heart as big as Texas, in 
her own way, and never stopped doing 
for people until she went to the hospi­
tal for that final time. I want my mom 
to be proud of me, her daughter 
Joanne, and when I finally do die and 
get to see her again I want her to see 
me as a woman who carried on her 
life's work of helping other women. 

10. The glory of nature. I originally 
thought of this just as birds in flight 
and deer in the woods at twilight, but l 
realize that there is beauty everywhere 
around me. 'With my partner at my side, 
I have watched a beaver from 8 feet 
away, working to build his lodge. Geese 
have flovvn within 10 feet of us, and we 
looked in awe at their faces and bodies 
as they powered their way past us in 
search of a resting place. It just doesn't 
get any better tl1m1 that, ,md I wanl to 
be able to experience those things again. 

Thanks in large pait to the two of 
you, I am no longer in the same place I 
was on Tuesday night, just three short 
days ago. Right now, for now, I do not 
want to die. And I have you two women, 
my newest Md dearest friends, to thank 
for helping me to see the precious gut 
that was here in front of me all along. I 
love and cherish you both. ~ 

Joanne 9 

It's a Banquet! It's An Anniversary! It's Both! 
And it's happening on June 21st at the Park Ridge Hotel at Valley Forge, just seconds from the GPC 
meeting site. Cocktails at 7:30PM (cash bar), Dinner at 8PM. Special guest speaker, Kate Bornstein. 

Come celebrate the 10th Anniversary of your organization. The event is $37.00 and you may make reservations 
with the National Office. See the flyer in this issue. (Remember, there is no regular GPC meeting in June.) 
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kinky c(oLhing fOR se;x:y 
s{uz:-s, goddesses, 

schoo{giR(s, Qnd sissies. 

pRiVo."C"C RCSidc:m::io.( RCt'o.ikR reo:tuRin9 

c).{{ si:z.cs or ko.theR. {ar::ey., sa-cin. 

spo.ndc,x:. pvc, Co.cc:. o.nd net 

coRscr::s, dResses. mo.ids unir-oRms, 

inrimc\t'es, co:csuics, 

y:om::weo.R ko women's si~e Ill). 
(egwec\R, jcwdRy, cigaRcrre ho{dcRs, 

videos, books, 6ig 60.by supp{ks, 

medicM r-crish/ c:nc:rno. supp{ics, 

i:u{( {ine Of dccmosrimu(o:coRs, 

q::otic r-oys, bi~aRRe bondo.ge devices, 
chc).sdr::9 bdt:s. c:Xnd moRe. 

~ecishes Boucique ... 
whcRc rhe r.eminine Reigns supRernc 

215-81l-9-8ZJ-81J 
houRs 6y (\.ppoin-cmen-c on(y. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
~ sissy training with 

~ Goddess Jezebel • • • • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 

215-849-7444 
specializing in forced feminization, domestic ser­
vitude training, exhibitionism, shopping excur­
sions, humiliation, b011dagelteasingldenial, cor­
poral discipline, extended sessions, custom fetish 

videos, postal training. 

• 
• • • • • • • • • 

Phone 1215) 7 4 l ·2738 If unable to keep appointment, 
kindly give 24 hours nolice. 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist 

Off ice Hours 
By Appoinlmenl 

located in Yardley, PA 

11 
EJJB NORTHERN 
tlEYt ~ 

Theseus Counseling 
Services 

ARI KANE, M.ED. 
GENDER SPECIALIST 

DIPLOMATE, AM. BD. SEXOLOGY 

mB!.BEMEB 
~dfil;I! 

44PEARL ST. 126 WESTERN AVE. #222 

AUGUSTA, ME 04330 

207-621-0858 
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

617-868-3157 

MC/VISA ACCEPTED 

Debra's Closet 
Fashionable Consignments 

New Designer Fashions 
Layaways 
•VISA• 

•MasterCard• 
•Discover• 
•AMEX• 

Private Evening Shopping 
by Appointment 

Hargrove Plaza 
2673 Haddonfield Road 
Pennsauken, NJ 08110 

609 .486. 9636 

··································-------------------' 
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Greetings, girlfriends! Well, I think 
it's pretty safe to say Spring has fully 
arrived now. After the rather hideous 
joke Mom Nature pulled on us East 
Coast folks when we found snow on 
the ground on April Fool's Day, I 
wasn't sure when I could put my shov­
els and rock salt away! 

I'm starting this month's column in 
a state of complete and utter dismay. 
After reading the opening comments 
in Dina Amberle's column last month, 
I was shocked, absolutely shocked to 
have discovered the influence insider 
money has had on the board members 
of Renaissance! Ladies, where are your 
morals? However, I'm also quite sur­
prised about these revelations, too. I 
mean, considering that Dina's been 
seen in just about EVERY glossy 
magazine in the land save for Soldier 
of Fortune and Popular Mechanics 
(And I wouldn't bet against seeing her in 
those either!), I thought sure she was in 
the back pocket of the Kodak lobby! 

While we're on the subject, I too 
am forced to make a confession. Even 
though what I'm about to say is in di­
rect violation of my Sixth Command­
ment of Shopping, I'm afraid I must 
admit that I've been seduced by the 
growing power of the drug store lobby 
as Revlon continues to come out with 
products that amaze me with their 
quality. A few weeks ago in the April 
issue of Glamour, I read that Revlon 
has added new items to their popular 
ColorStay line of cosmetics, the items 
in question being liquid eyeliner, brow 
color, moisturizing lipcolor and cheek 
color. This has me considerably ex­
cited, and once these items hit the 
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stores, I'll do a review on them. 
Since Spring is here, the more ad­

venturous among our group will no 
doubt be shopping for swimsuits to hit 
the pool or beach. Victoria's Secret 
has come out with a svvimsuit edition 
of their ever popular mail order cata­
log. If you look for it in their stores, 
you can't miss it as the cover has Tyra 
Banks in a drop dead gorgeous, silver 
lame, tank suit. Be still, my beating 
heart! This catalog is a feast for the 
eyes, featuring famously lovely ladies 
like Tyra, Naomi Campbell, and 
Baywatch's Yasmeen Bleeth among 
others. And the prices were quite rea­
sonable. To get a Victoria's Secret cata­
log, call 1-800-888-8200. 

While I'm on the topic of mail or­
der, Newport News (1-800-688-2830) 
has some very delectable things in 
their Spring catalog. In particular, I 
saw a killer white jacquard suit with a 
textured floral pattern for only $59.99, 
and a stunning black crepe column 
dress for $54.99 along with lots more 
good stuff. (But those two items in par­
ticular I might just invest in.) Newport 
News has a fair amount of clothes in 
tall and women's sizes, plus swimsuits 
(none more than $45) and eight pages 
of shoes. The only drawback was that 
t~1eir shoes go no higher than 10. Sigh. 
Still, it would be worth your time to 
check out this resource. 

Meanwhile, Chadwick's of Boston 
(1-800-525-6650) has come out with 
their Spring catalog, and their clothing 
is quite delightful. Gobs of Spring and 
Summer dresses, suits, smashing silk 
crepe de chine separates, and plenty of 
bright, sunny and super dressy outfits 
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for those fancy, seasonal parties that'll 
be coming around the bend, not to 
mention a boatload of sharp and snazzy 
looking blazers in virtually every color 
of the rainbow, for as low as $29. 
Chadwick's continues to impress me 
with the quality and amazing value of 
their clothing. 

Sears (1-800-944-3671) which no 
longer publishes their "big" catalog, 
hits you six ways to Sunday with 
smaller, specialty catalogs, and their 
Spring editions features 50me winners. 
Being a suit freak, I'm happy to say 
Sears has tons of them, my faves being 
a mondo cool, black and white, color 
blocked number for only $46.99 and a 
three piece wardrobe set with both a 
skirt and trousers for $49.99 ($52.99 in 
tall sizes). There's also a between season 
pullout that has a to-die-for leather suit 
for $139.99 in black or brown. Outside 
of Penney's, Sears has the largest selec­
tion of clothes for tails which makes this 
a catalog I always enjoy. 

Now, some timely advice for you, 
my loyal readers. For those of you in 
the Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
Delaware areas who had been blessed 
to sit in on my shopping lectures for 
the local chapters of Renaissance 
( Once I hit the lottery and become a 
woman ofleisure, I'll be available to do 
my lectures nationwide!) you've heard 
me say that the most important thing 
about shopping for women's clothes in 
department stores, whether you're en 
femme or not, is that you have to act 
calm, relaxed and collected at all 
times, just like any other shopper. 
There's a very good reason for that. To 
put it bluntly, Big Brother is watching. 

The next time you visit Sears, 
Penney's, Macy's, Nordstrom's and 
the like, scan the ceiling. Every hun­
dred feet or so, you'll see dark colored 
globes. Those, ladies, are television 
cameras in which the store's Loss Pre­
vention Personnel (the hi-tech equiva­
lent of floor walkers) watch everything 
that goes on in their search for shop­
lifters. Because I happen to work in a 
department store, I've seen the L.P. 
hard guys (and gals) pounce on unsus­
pecting thieves who think they aren't 

continued on page 23 
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'Irans'Vamp Pu6{ications 
proua{y presents 'l(aCina Isato s 

o Tales of A Sexy Vampire, Second Edition 
~ The Sexy Vampire Cookbook Be the woman of your dreams, from 

the woman who makes your dreams 
come true! Join me for a private, ex­
otic and exclusive makeover in a 

?ft 
~[\ t\ l 

1
1 ' \ I \ I 

\( \ \ 
j}I ~ 

Each volume is $20 and chock full of makeup 
and image advice on how to look, act, and feel 
your sexy best. Send $2 for more information 
about these books and new wig brochure. 
Discretion assured. 

Mary Lerario, 2300 Walnut St. #405, 

warm and understanding atmosphere. 
This is a non-sexual service and nov­
ices are welcome. Call (215) 830-8373 
for a free consultation 

Eileen Shields Pudleiner 
Free Consultation • Free Brochure 

Dermatologist Recommended & Lists of Dermatologists 

A.B.E. Electrolysis 
40°/4 off your first visit 

224 Nazareth Pike, Bethlehem, Pa. 
Easton, Pa. 
8 Broad St #510, Hazleton, Pa. 
RD2 Bollinger Rd, Kunkletown, Pa. 

610-867-9446 
610-252-5958 
717-455-4595 
610-381-4758 

g-~~~;neebifl/~.9 
TRANSVESTITE? --- DOMINANT? 

1 ~ TRANSEXUAL? SUBMISSIVE? 

FANTASIES & FETISHES 
Call now lo whereAU..I.JFES1YLES are l realed in an 

intelligent. caring und crezitive way.Perhaps you have lhou8hls 

~ needs. concerns, queslions'? Why be al Q n e ? 
J:,'2f Call me. Mislress Eva Johnson for counselin8 and fanlasy ex.ploralion 

Ms. 8carlel, sweel TV Kelly and myself are available lo 

train and transform 
you inlo lhe 8 \amourous or demure 8irl you desire lo be 

Call now for free. recorded info: 

(215) 602-2888 
PQN/\CY A~UQED! 
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Shopping ... 
being monitored from the minute the 
enter the store to when they attempt 
to make their heist. I've even helped 
out on a couple of busts (Heh, heh! 
She said bust!). 

The Loss Prevention people, most 
of them usually ex-cops, are trained to 
look for anything out of the ordinary, 
and believe me, a man in a dress, look­
ing furtive and nervous in the women's 
section is bound to attract lots of un­
necessary attention. If you've got an 
itch to shop in a department store 
while dressed, it's vital that you be like 
Fonzie and act cool. If you think you 
can handle that, and the scrutiny that 
goes along with it, then, by all means, 
go for it. On the other hand, if you 
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don't think you can, then don't bother. 
I'm not saying you'd run the risk of be­
ing arrested, but you'd certainly wind 
up getting plenty embarrassed. And 
that can be awfully traumatic. 

Well, girls, that's it for now, the 
clock is closing in on 6:30 PM, time for 
the most important news program of 
the day, SportsCenter. My electronic 
mailbox is open and ready to receive 
any and all comments on shopping, so 
drop me a line. As always, I can be 
reached at 
- @voicenet.com>. 
Until next month, be smart, 
buy smart and look smart! 
Happy shopping, sisters! 

Resources 
Backg1·om1d Papers 

Background Papers arc $1.2.5 each: 
1. Myths & Misconceptions About 

Crossd.ressing 
2. Reasons for Male to Female Cross­

dressing 
3. PARTNERS: Spouses & 

Significant Others 
4. The Matter of Children 
5. Annotated Bibliography 
6. Telling the Children: A Transsexual"s 

Point of View 
7. Understanding Transsexualism 

All of the Background Papers and 
Community Outreach Bulletins are 
available for free at the Renaissance 
web site <www.ren.org>. 

Thinking About Mom 
by Vanessa Kaye 
Mothers' Day seems to bring out 

the nostalgia in all of us. For me, it's 
my mother's cooking. How she was 
able to do such incredible things with 
ground beef so many years ago, still 
ama7..es me. I say this because back 
then she didn't have a box of pre-mea­
sure ingredients to assist her in disguis­
ing an inexpensive meat. Come to think 
of it, I wonder if my mother gets some 
sort of royalty from the Hamburger 
Helper folks. If not, she ought to. 

There are other wonderful memo­
ries of my mother that drift through 
my mind. One, that I remember well is 
the magical way she had of making me 
feel better when I had a cold or the flu. 
Only my mother had the "magic" of cor­
rectly applying Vick's Vap-O-Rub on my 
chest to make it all better. I can actually 
smell tl1at stuff now as I write this. 

Now, as a parent myself, I marvel at 
how my mother raised three children 
on her own, without a husband or part­
ner. Financially and emotionally, it 
must have been an incredible burden. 
What the Japanese say is indeed true, 
"By the time we come to appreciate 
our parents, they are not." Thankfully 

for me, my mother is still around, and 
continues to give me the benefit of her 
wisdom. This leads me to something 
else that I have discovered. It seems 
quite apparent that the older I get, the 
smarter my mother has become. When 
I was a teenager, she was really unin­
formed about the world. Somehow, with 
age, she has really become quite wise 
about a great many things. A friend of 
mine, who is transgendered, told me a 
story that I want to share with you, 
which illustrates just how a mother's in­
telligence increases with time. 

My foend, let's call him "Jim", is 
now in his forties. Jim's femme per­
sona is Jessica. Fi-

Hanes underwear "panties." Yet, at the 
time, Jim gave no thought to the veiled 
reference. 

Thanks, in part, to a disgruntled ex­
wife, Jim was quite sure that his 
mother had been told about Jessica's 
existence. He was quite sure that the 
revelation had not been done in the 
best of taste and that the crossdressing 
had been described as disgusting and 
perverted. Since his former spouse had 
promised to make sure that everyone, 
including his family knew about Jes­
sica, he had no reason to doubt she 

continued on page 24 

nally, after all 
these years, Jim 
had the feeling 
that his mother 
knew about his 
crossdressing. 
There had been 
"hints" across the 
years. Jim re­
members his 
mother occasion­
ally calling his 

Large Selection 

23 

Rene of Paris, Henry Margu., Eva Gabor 
and more. 

Callfor appointment 
610-446-0799 



Mom ... 
would follow through on the threat. 
Yet, Jim's mother never directly men­
tioned a word about it. During tele­
phone conversations, Jim was sure that 
his mother knew all about his cross­
dressing, but there just never seemed 
to be "the right moment" to bring the 
subject out into the open. As a result, 
he continued to treat it as a secret, 
though, in his heart, he felt that it was 
something that was known, and simply 
not talked about. 

Last year, Jim's life changed dra­
matically. Not only was he living as Jes­
sica each weekend, but his parents had 
retired. That meant they would, most 
likely, be driving through town '\inan­
nounced.'' This posed a potential prob­
lem and Jim thought that it was time to 

. clear the air, especially with his 
mother. He wasn't quite sure how his 
father would take the news, but he felt 
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his "mom" would understand. Jim took 
some vacation and went to visit his par­
ents. \;\lhile his dad was out running 
some errand, Jim asked his mother if 
they could sit down together, have a 
cup of coffee and talk. He began the 
discussion by saying that he had always 
liked different things than most of the 
guys he went to school with. Jim went 
on to talk about how he was just never 
really interested in sports, and really 
enjoyed helping out in the kitchen 
when he was growing up. Jim's 
mother asked what the point of all of 
this was. He hesitated for a few mo­
ments and, after gathering all of the 
courage he could muster, said, "Mom, 
did you ever notice that some of your 
lingerie disappeared and that I kept it 
in a box in the back of my closet?" 
Jim's mom, took a sip of her coffee and 
without even so much as a blink, re­
plied, "Did you ever notice that it was 
always washed and folded?" 

Maybe our secret isn't quite as se-

cret as we think. And maybe, just 
maybe, our mothers have really be­
come a great deal smarter as ,ve'vc 
gotten older. I know mine has. Tlumks 
mom, for everything. Especially for the 

things you never said. A 
RememberTG 
Lobby Days 

Here's a chance to let your 
representative in Congress know 
how you feel about transgender 
issues. The 1997 Transgender 
Lobby Days wi11 take place on 
May 5 and 6 in Washington, 
DC. If you are interested con­
tact: Riki Anne Wilchins at (212) 
_ , or send email to 
- @pipeline.com>. 

Make Sense Of It All 
. .. individually or in a group 

Ms. Lee Etscovitz, Ed.D. 
Gender Educator and Counselor 
"~~~~-" 

CREATIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

ASSOCIATES 
PO Box 471 Willow Grove PA 19090 

Tel: 215/657-1560 • Fax: 215/659-1381 
Email: hmdm.@voicenet.com 

P K Consulting Associates 
Patricia Klein, M.S. 

Sexuality Issues 
Orientation • Gender Identity 

Partners • Families 

1013 Brookside Rd 
Allentown, PA 18106 

Box 3624 
610-821-2955 
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BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST 
Individual, Family, Marital, 

Divorce & Sexual Counseling 

Judith D. Dean 
Ed. D., M. Div., M.S. 

Suite 110 
55 Princeton-Hightstown Rd. 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

( 609) 275•6556 
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Although May is really our anniversary, next month (June 21st) we would like to invite you all 
to bring your smiling faces to a party that will celebrate ten years of Renaissance service to the 
transgender community. 

Special Guest: Kate Bornstein 

The ~naissance 
10th Anniversary Banquet 

Saturday, June 21, 1997, 8:00 PM 

C cktails~ 
ot 7,30! \~. r) a. ~ , 

(Cash sar) ~ 
at the Parkridge Hotel in King of Prussia, Pa. Call 610-337-1800 for directions 

Registration for the Renaissance 10th Anniversary Party 

Please reserve _ places for the 10th Anniversary Party at $37 each. 
Total amount due: $____ __Check_ Money Order enclosed. 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE INFO BELOW 

Name: _________________ _ 

Address: ________________ _ 

City: _________________ _ 

State: ______ Postal Code: _______ _ 

------

return this form to: 

Renaissance Education Assoc., Inc. 

Banquet Registration 

987 Old Eagle School Rd, Suite 719 

Wayne, PA 19087 




