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.. ·tttcaue. At ... er an,_en;ry eta@ . 
man would pass ut at the ' 
thought of his penis being cut 

_oft If George/Julia wanted it 
·that much, it was up to liim/ 
}Jer. 

. J lia, a flam boyant person· 
ality in either gen er, acquire( 

;a boyfriend. "Iams raig t" 
·. h e said sadly. Julia seeme o 
·think that pr ved some.h! • • 
'~He's not a homo s li , he' 

· • nly I wn me i my fcmal 
role, he oves me as a. woman.' 
M ybe Julia;s concern for her 
bO friend:s frustration in not 
being able to make love to her. 
was what fi nally pr d the 
medica l ro · ssion into an op­

' e t' o . Ma e sexual frustra-

.. l111f'.1liMf~?St!hi.PtJbo~iit:r 
tl11eM .1,;1;.,~,. ,1_;.,....,.. +.-.. \,,.._ f-

·'male. · 
~ · What, I wondered, did it 
feel like to be followed by 

.a TV t~am everywhere one 
:went? "I've got them with me 
.Julia ays as she visits her fam· 
ily, Self-consciously they are 
pathetically understanding 
about his ambitions, saying 
stoutly, "If that's what you 
eclly want, it's your life." 

.... ·:. , ·_·.·1 .: Julia wanted to talk about 
_, -- ~ _ whether a \'ltTiter ought toe~-

,. ·· .: . ploit personal experience in 
~~~---...._--..... _.;.;.--_.+, 
A CHAI GE OF SEX his/her art, but the film left 
- ------------- that question undiscussed 

. :··_ 

BBC2, 1 , 16 and 17.' .too. M one point I wondered 
October - ; .- . if Julia was doing it au just 

. My boyfriend and I mtched ' 
these programm~ witp nat: : 

. ural fascination. How-George .· 
Grant became J u lia. Gr:;;nt is . . 
~~~~thi.~g the entire p~tion , ·· 
'EW!!have a ited to~ .. We: . i 
were spared no det.o ;~of t he' 
actual operation , but the stc y 
left out many of the mo~"' int­
eresting questions ah®t masc­
ulinity and femipinity. 

· For· George it" was· qui~e 
- simple~ul've had to go. shop~ 

· ping for .a _!ot o f clo~hee, " . he · 
said, "ready fm: wheo 1 start 
li-.;ng ~a _fe-male." How odq. 
Many fomales. mll ge_ to li-· ·· 
· th.eir lives ai women with just 
:a pair of jeans a.nd a pair of 
s neakers. 

G eorge was now "livjpg as . 
· Julia, having trouble ~eeping _ . 
her job,- and needing ccomo· 
datiop.. An official from the j 

. -GLC showed h round a 
lit tle flat. " Ch is ~," murm ·r 
m y bo yfrie d . .. All y u have 

·to do get preferent ial tre -
m ent from th GL 's to be a 
freak." I as a ~y too when 

.1 t <ought of a the ~her sing· 

to provide material for a TV · 
programme, hut maybe she 
did the TV to get money for 
the operation - not to men· 
tion the c9st of all those 
dresse~ and shoes. 

At last came operation day 
and t.en days later Julia lef t 
the nursing home. She made 
i't to the car in carpet slippers. 
Gone was the flamb;>yant, 
conf dent walk; Julia was 

- obvi~usly uncomfortable 
·between her legs. She had 
f!Ot given birth to a baby, but 

t~ her female self - and t e. 
pain was the same. 

Julia's bravery in figh ing 
for what she want _d impt&s­
sed ~e. Now, we gathe , s e's 
going to campaign for trans· 
sex uals to be allowed t o 
marry, fo~ the sex on bir th 
certifica es to be changed. 
Her lively, slightly outrage 

·personality remained u -
changed throughout · ny gen· 

er role, yet the apparen t 
message of the film con ti -
ued to be: All re 1 fem _e 
wear n ail polish. . 

le people, w e and men, .: 
refused a co c· fl tin favour 1· 
of fa1 ,i!ie . . 

·Julia had a .running battle ·· 

An early part o t h e film 
sticks in my mind. George ex· 
plains to a psyc 'at i , in 
front of medical tud •nts, 
that he's a lway f t lik e a 
woman , n a , h e ven th i s 
like ne. The sychiatrist 
turns to a · studen t and 
asks, " You're a woman ; how 
does a woman feel?" 

Wit h her ps• c ,·atrLt. O bvio us­
lv h e idn't exp ect any patient. 
~r his m le or f ale, to make · 
decisi~ns about their own body. 
And while I was irritat ed to 
hig h e,;ven b y Julia's assump· 
t ion t at l'ving as a wom~r.. 
me~n wea ing long flowing 

'· · t 1 eel ·on ·gowns and c le 0 n --
every c:onceTvable oc~wn, 1 

had every s •mpathy with he 

"l don't k!1ow," came the 
reply. "I jus t feel like m e." 

I wish Julia u k an d hope 
that on day she' l e able ~ 

leave off her ak UlJ ~t 
ju t !eel like ' erself. 

. · ~ 1 \Vineyard 


