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tangents 
news r.,, views 

Terse Riesman essay on political 
trends in Winter 55 PARTISAN RE
VIEW theorizes that decline in overt 
attacks on Negroes and Jews marks 
homosexual for role as public scape
goat. Changing socio-economic rela
tions and U. S. world position make 
racism a public liability, but capacity 
for hate remains undiminished: "reds, 
eggheads and queers" as new vic
tims. 

THE MIAMI PATTERN 
:;;.. Miami's year and ½ homohunt 
~ may provide blueprint for na

tion. Homosexuals who are lured into 
complacency by liberalizing opinions 
of some few scientists and by their 
own new found ability to organize 
and publish openly, ma/ well find 
(as Germans did in 1932) such free
dom transitory. Such small gains might 
or might not be reliable signs of new 
trends in public thinking. 

Kinsey again calls sex laws use
less: other laws cover acts of violence. 
Notes California tops national aver
age of institutionalized "sex crimi
nals" 3 to 1. Washington DC Judge 
Edw. Beard lately ruled police need 
supporting witness to arrest man for 
indecency with another man. (DC 
police squirming under brutality in
vestigation.) 

J. Edgar Hoover meanwhile de
plores lack of controls on Sex Crimi
nals, stemming from "social and fam
ily upheavals" during and after World 

by dal mcintire 

War II, but also due to lack of pub
lic understanding, inadequate laws 
and enforcement and scarcity of med
ical facilities for treating abnormal 
persons. 

Sex crime news still spots nation's 
press, with franker play of homosexual 
angles though rate of such crimes no 
higher. Miami press headlines each 
item and other towns catching on. 

OTHER CITIES ... 
:;;.. NYC again reported "cracking 
~ down on undesirables roaming 

city streets." 42 arrests one night in 
Time Square and Village. 

MINNEAPOLISSTAR writer Cedric 
Adams' bit on subject appears else
where in this issue. Judge Nicholson, 
after two Minneapolis "female im
personation" trials ordered full inves
tigation of impersonator show at Gay 
Nineties bar. Vice squad head Jake 
Sullivan said "nothing obscene or im
moral in show" but he'd like it stop
ped anyhow. 

Baltimore police raids on private 
New Year parties (2 college profs 
and a hiqh school teacher arrested at 
interracial affair), house-to-house 
search on John Doe warrants and 
repeated closing of gay bars iStdicate 
rough stuff ahead. 

DENVER POST demanded state in
tervention when officials in neigh
boring Englewood refused to prose
cute man for "indecent" proposition 

15 



This content downloaded from 
�������������155.33.135.3 on Thu, 21 Apr 2022 18:48:01 UTC�������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

to boy on grounds no crime had 
occured. 

San Jose and Modesto, Calif. hit 
by small wave of serious court cases, 
mostly child molesting. 

Legal technicalities ensnarling li
censes of TOMMY's PLACE in Frisco 
and L.A. 's 326 CLUB. Usual pious 
statements by officials. April 55 MEN 
features article by Frisco's vice squad 
chief DON'T CALL US "QUEER CITY" 
detailing recent police actions there 
(and picturing May '54 issue of ONE.) 

California prison system still upset 
by charges by ex San Quentin psy
chologist about homosexuality and 
brutality at SQ. California Assembly
man H. Allen Smith pushing for big 
changes in "sex offender" laws, pro
viding that person committed as sex 
psychopath would get no further hear
ings till he asked them, that sex psy
chopaths could be held indefinitely 
on misdemeanor, and that Dept of 
Education could class any teacher thus 
and suspend credentials. 

~ 
. . . OTHER LANDS 

England's homohunt has quiet
ed but random scandals still get 

strong play in press: a parson.'s mur
der with apparent homosexual impli
cations; cashiering of a Lt.-Col. for 
"indecency" with 2 German men. 

In Bangkok's general houseclean
ing preparatory· to SEATO affair, 
TIME reported that "to avoid embar
rassing incidents, city's numberless 
perverts had been rounded up. And 
as a further concession to the dignity 
of the visitors, Bangkok's mothers 
were ordered not to let their children 
run naked through the streets while 
the conference lasted." 

Buenos Aires police jailed some 
300 homosexuals in one night, per
mitting government to complain of 
sex deviate increase and recommend 
return to legalized prostitution which 
was reason for raids in first place. 

:;.,. 1f ~~ri:IT:omes to Connecticut 
~ when he returns earthward, he'll 

have it rough. Anti-blasphemy law for
bids person to claim to be deity, as 
a Polish refugee discovered when he 
claimed to be the Crucified ... An 
L.A. writer, recently nixed for un
employment money when he admit
ted refusing offer to write for smut
magazine, testily asked interviewer if 
she'd accept job in brothel. He still 
didn't get checks ... Big furore over 
article in a Penna. Catholic bulletin 
disparagingly referring to Boy Scouts 
as "about 20% girl" ... BARE and 
KEYHOLE thrive on lurid rape ac
counts. Didn't see a mention when a 
16-year-old San Diego girl accused 
their publisher . . . SONG OF THE 
MONTH: "I Was Looking Back To See" 
... Monaco's citizens worried their 
girl-shy Prince Ranier may end up 
childless, which would revert the tiny 
principalfty to France ... Herta Wind, 
one time A.B. seaman confined by 
Nazis for abnormality, wrote book on 
her man-to-woman change, completed 
in 1931 by operation. Book in Ger
man courts at motion of former wife, 
Frau Gickeleiter ... Paul Coates, L.A. 
columnist seldom praised here, re
cently went to bat for sex offender 
and won his release from jail. Of
fender was 7-year-old boy accused of 
indecently touching girl. Thanks to 
Mr. Coats for spotlighting one case 
of fantastic official stupidity ... 

CENSORS & SECURITY 
'::.. Note George Kennan's recent 
~ blast at those who in name of 

national security "sublimate their own 
sex urge in the peculiarly nasty and 
sadistic practice of snooping on 
others and exploiting failures and em
barrassments of others in this most 
excruciating and difficult of prob
lems." He also criticized those Chris
tians guilty of "intolerance and lack 
of charity." 
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