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The Clannel

TGSF, Inc., a non-profit corporation, is a non-sexual, membership
based organization serving the educational, social, and recreational
needs of gender-gifted people, their spouses, significant others, fam-
ily members, friends, and professionals in the helping services. For
details about TGSF programs, membership, article submission guide-
lines and classified ads, please write to TGSF Secretary, PO Box
426486, San Francisco, CA 94142-6486.

ExCom 1998-99 Officers
(Fiscal Year: May 1 - April 30)

TYCBSUNRY  s:vcsnarit iusminssssymanis sviacsassn ghesmasses Debbie Cook
Education.........ccoovvvvvnnneeee Nancy Cupps / Juana Smith
Quitreach iesisssssissmmmimpniessssssssssns Sandra Brewer
Social ..ccoouvviiriinieneens Nicole Cook / Evette RoqueLaurie
Secretary’s Report
1998-99 Membership as of February, 1999 ........cccceeeevrennenne 286
Last Fiscal Year 1997-98 Total Membership ..........ccecveeunennn. 327
New Memberships this year ..........ccccoeviiiniiinininicnnieciennen. 70

Treasurer’s Report
Approx. Account Balance as of February, 1999 .......... $8,545.00
(Includes the “Home for TGSF” Fund)

TGSF is a non-profit corporation. Donations to TGSF are TAX
DEDUCTIBLE on both Federal and California income tax retumns.
Talk to your tax advisor for details.

The Channel, the TGSF Newsletter, is published monthly.
Submissions should arrive at TGSF by the 15th day of the month
preceding publication. Contents reflect the opinions of the contribu-
tors and are not necessarily those of TGSF. Other organizations may
reprint or reproduce uncopyrighted portions of the newsletter for
their members, provided TGSF is acknowledged as the source of the
material. Copyrighted materials may be reproduced only with written
permission from TGSF.

Newsletter Staff
Editor and Advertising ...........cccecvveeenineeennns Ayme Michelle Kantz
Contributing Photographers ............... Telzey Adams, Debbie Cook

......... TG Forum, Veronica & Juana Smith and Jamie Fey Fenton
Ad Rates

Per Issue Six Months  Per Year
Business Card $ 25 $125 $ 250
(3-1/2 x 2)
4x5 $ 60 $300 $ 600
Full Page $100 $500 $1000

Personal ads from TGSF members: $10 for up to 40 words per issue.
We will not accept ads with a sexual objective. Ad deadlines are the
15th of every month. Send ad copy and check or money order to
TGSF, Advertising Dept., PO Box 426486, San Francisco, CA 94142-
6486

Hotline & Voice Mail

415-564-3246

From THE EbDITOR...

First, let me begin by welcoming a new
advertiser: the fabulous Piedmont Boutique
located in the Haight. If you've never al-
lowed yourself the unpredictable experience
of visiting this incredible establishment, then
[ heartily recommend that you do so imme-
diately! The owner, Uti, and her wonderful
staff are ready to help you find exactly what
you're looking for. | went in recently searching for
tight black trousers (they're hard to fit on me and even harder to
find ‘cause my legs are so long), and as soon as | told them what |
wanted, | was whisked back to the dressing room and almost im-
mediately a wide variety of tight black trousers began pouring in
for me to try on. They made it so easy, quick and totally satisfying
that 1 didn’t even have to waste time browsing blindly through the
racks - which isn’t so bad in itself, because there’s a lot to look at
and every single piece of merchandise in the store is made by the
staff, so quality is assured, they know their merchandise, and the
selection is amazing! My god you could get lost in there for days!
Go there, and mention you're a TGSF member and they will take
terrific care of you, guaranteed!

Cotillion In The Red...Again?

It's come to my attention that the Cotillion lost money
again.. for the second year in a row, and that the producers don’t
feel obligated to make up the shortfall out of their own pockets as
last year, mainly because the TGSF checking account has money
in it this year.

I can only surmise that the $1,400 Cotillion shortfall will be
made up from the current surplus I've generated for the Secretary's
budget (in which the newsletter is housed). And this kinda cheeses
me off a little bit. | mean, [ haven’t done all this work to make the
newsletter pay for itself, only to have that money appropriated
because the Cotillion wasn’t budgeted properly and turned out a
financial loser.

Please don't get me wrong here. The 1999 Cotillion was fabu-
lous and fun - a wonderful party, very supportive, very inclusive,
very entertaining. But it lost money again! The Cotillions in the
past used to be TGSF's biggest money makers of the year (yes we
can use the word “fund raiser”), so much so that we even had
enough to make a $500 donation to Open Hand (which made
good press) and still come out healthily in the black. But this year
for example, we literally gave away a quarter of the money spent
on the food (granted, most of the food didn’t go to waste, but 25%
of it went out to non-ticket holders). Ticket prices were reluctantly
raised only $5 - hell the recent Coronation cost $40 a head and
they didn’t even serve food! With the spread TGSF put out, a $40
Premium Ticket would have been as easily sold (and we wouldn’t
have a shortfall). Cotillions used to generate hundreds of (net) dol-
lars to TGSF’s coffers - so what has happened?

Continued on Page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Leslle Balley

I don't know if human nature, being
what it is, will ever allow for a completely
satisfactory situation whereby all minorities
are understood and accepted. Mistrust, in-

securities, conditioning, selfishness, hoarding
and competitiveness are just a few of our more

: sterling traits that seem to work against such a

possibility. We need not look any further than Matthew Shepard
to be reminded about how much distance we still have to go. Actu-
ally we each carry with us constant reminders as we struggle to
establish a life for ourselves that is not jeopardized by someone’s
reaction to our transgendered natures.

It is against this backdrop that I would like to commend two of
our members for their courageous and substantive contributions to
a better life for all of us. Such contribution can consist of political
activism or the simple act of living one’s life well and honestly.

Theresa Sparks was instrumental in organizing the candle-
light vigil at the Castro Theater where over a hundred of us were
able to show our solidarity for Brandon Teena who was killed be-
cause she passed herself off as a man. We were out there. We
made a statement. | hope we made a difference.

Jane Bolig, since living full time as the terrific woman that she
is, has quietly (or maybe not so quietly) taken on leadership roles at
the taxicab company where she works. She was on a city task
force and was recently appointed to the mayor’s Taxi Council.
She is the first openly transgendered person to have such an ap-
pointment and will be a tremendous ambassador for everyone of
us. Jane was sworn in along with about a dozen other appointees
at a ceremony in the supervisor's council chambers in the newly
renovated city hall. I must admit that attending the ceremony as
Leslie (the chambers were packed) was in and of itself quite satisfy-
ing.

I'm also reminded of a good friend who has very successfully
mainstreamed herself and who regularly makes lunches for the
homeless in the tenderloin area of San Francisco. | hope that those
who receive her generosity somehow sense what a special person
she is.

I'm rambling a bit, and since | don't feel well as [ write this I'm
having trouble concentrating. What I'm trying to touch on is this:
ultimately being transgendered is not about wearing fun clothes
and makeup, it’s about being able to express our sense of gender
while going about our regular business.

TeLerHONE: (415) 922-9240 MFC 8288

DRr. LIN FRASER

PSYCHOTHERAPY
OFFICE HOURS 2538 CALIFORNIA STREET
BY APPOINTMENT SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115

Fax: (415) 929-8771

email: | leco com

GET ONLINE!

WWW.TRANSGENDER.ORG/ETVC/INDEX.HTML

From The Editor...

Continued from Page 2

..Poor planning and perhaps misplaced priorities - oh sure,
everyone involved all worked their asses off to pull it together, and
all of them are to be commended and congratulated. But if [ was a
Cotillion producer, my first priority would’ve been to bring this
thing in at least within budget. In this case though, | suspect there
wasn't a budget, or if there was, it wasn't closely adhered to. Now
[ don’t mean to rag on ExCom - | know this is a volunteer organi-
zation and we're all doing the best we know how. But to go through
the 1998 financial debacle and then repeat it again in 1999 tells
me someone didn’t learn something or wasn’t paying attention. |
just don’t see how this organization is going to grow and meet the
demands of the coming millennium when the Paul Committee is
robbing the Peter Committee to pay for its overindulgences. This
break-even mentality, write-the-checks-and-we'll-sort-it-out-later
thinking has simply got to stop.

The fact that ExCom even has to make up the difference
from another comumillee’s budget (the Cotillion expenses should
be coming out of the VP's budget, not the Secretary’s) clearly dem-
onstrates the underlying problem TGSF is going to continue hav-
ing unless ExCom decides to show some fiscal responsibility. It's
not a question of where the money can be spent better elsewhere,
but if we've got the money to spend at alll We should certainly
spend all the money we want on the Cotillion - it's an event worth
every penny. But we can’t spend more on it than what the budget
allows, or TGSF is going to go belly-up broke and we won'’t be
able to fund ANY educational, outreach or social programs.

Some might think misconstrue these as “anti-Cotillion” re-
marks, but | write them in hopes that you'll see that this just isn’t
so and that [ only have TGSF's interests at heart (I'm really not a
meanie! [ think the Cotillion is great!) and that serious consider-
ation will be given them by the membership as well as ExCom as
they begin planning the next fiscal year.

Elections!

I know a “Leather and Lace” night was announced at last
month’s social for April's event, but we'll have to put it off a month
(sorry!). Instead however, we have much more important matters
at hand. Yup, it’s Election Night my friends and Thursday, April
29 is the deadline for getting your votes in and counted. If you
haven't mailed it by now,
bring your ballot with you
to the social. Any of you
who follow my musings
have already been
through Ballot Casting
101 and know I'm not
beyond threatening you
with a good flogging if
you don't exercise your
voting privilege! Amongst
frantic tabulating, ExCom
will also be presenting

their annual awards to the Serving the Cross Gender
membership, soit'sreally | Community's needs with sensitive
wonderful to turn out that help and understanding.
night in force and show Feiiv Faakies Nails

your appreciation and Wigs & Falls Lingerie

support to those mem- Shoes Cosmetics
bers who've been instru- Private Consulting Available

mental in making TGSF Salon & Boutique
still the best and largest in- (408) 298-690%

dependent organization
S o i 195 Stockton Avenue, San Jose, CA 95126
of its kind in the country. B ok

Show your pride! VOTE!




March 1999

ExCom MEeeTing MINUTES

The monthly meeting of TGSF’s Executive Com-
mittee was held at the Smiths in San Francisco on
March 7, 1999 at 3:00 p.m. In attendance were
President Bailey, Vice President Blau, Secretary
Smith, Education Co-Chairs Cupps and Smith,
Social Co-Chairs Roquelaurie and Cook and guest
dJanis R. Treasurer Cook and Outreach Chair Brewer
were absent. The Meeting was called to order at 3:30
p.m.

Communications and Announcements:
The Imperial Court’s Investiture in March some-
time, but no one knew exactly when. It was men-
tioned that the web page needed updating. Janis suggested getting
the “TGSF” domain and thought that Jamie Fenton could prob-
ably arrange it. TGSF was invited to the Phoenix Pride Day Pa-
rade, April 17.

Old Business: Sandra had taken care of the DBA form so
checks to TGSF can be deposited.

Minutes: Juana moved for January’s Minutes (there had been
no February meeting) to be approved, Nicole seconded the mo-
tion, and they were unanimously approved.

President: Leslie reported that it looked as if the Cotillion
lost around $1,500. There will be a reappraisal on March 21 at
Leslie’s. Because the club was financially better this year as op-
posed to last, Leslie did not feel that she needed to pay the loss out
of her own pocket as she did last year. But Veronica and Juana
were dismayed. Veronica noted that the Cotillion used to be a big
moneymaker. She opined that if the tickets had been five dollars
more per ticket, the Cotillion would have broken even. But Leslie
and Lulu thought that opinions should be tabled until the sched-
uled Cotillion discussion. There would be fuller report by the time
of the next ExCom meeting. Meanwhile, Juana and Leslie are still
taking grant writing classes.

Vice President: Lulu was revising and updating the Cotillion
handbook. There had been some unexpected conflicts. Evette sug-
gested some rules of conduct. Lulu also wanted to revisit the events
in which Miss TGSF was expected to participate. She thought it
was time to start Pride Parade and Really Big Shew preparation.

Secretary: The numbers continue to decline. As of March
1999, TGSF had 284 members of whom 68 were new.

Treasurer: Leslie believed that even with the Cotillion loss,
TGSF should still end up with around $5,000 in the bank (includ-
ing the Home for ETVC Fund). Leslie wanted everyone to appre-

ciate how much better this was compared to the previous March
when ETVC had NO money in bank and needed $2,000 to finish

Sharon Scheurer, RE., MPS
Licensed Electrologist
Certified Micro-Pigmentation Specialist

« Transgender friendly w/ special + Complete image service for
package rates men and women

« Quiet, private and confidential » 30 years licensed experience

« Easy downtown location » Special makeovers for CD's

582 Market Street, Ste. 1111, San Francisco, CA 94104
Mon-Sun by appointment 415-398-1722

the fiscal year. But ever-worrying Veronica was actually very much
concerned over the financial situation. When Ayme relocates to
Oklahoma, it will be difficult for her to be as diligent about check-
ing with the advertisers (advertising presently pays for the newslet-
ter completely and even takes in a little profit). If ad revenue in the
next fiscal year goes down, the socials no longer generate much

g revenue, and the Cotillion is again a major loser, Veronica worried
> that the club again would find itself in financial trouble. But Janis

and Nancy both thought Veronica was much too gloomy. Nancy
suggested that with Ayme gone, perhaps someone would come
forward to be Advertising Director. And Leslie said Ayme had agreed
to continue monitoring advertisers if TGSF would pay the long-
distance phone bills. Leslie will give the Treasurer stuff to Debbie
soon, so that Debbie can have it readied for the next Treasurer.

Education: Elaine Sagant for March; Will Roscoe for April;
and Danae Doyle for May.

Social: Nicole said that 131 Supper Club (formerly Charpes)
now charges $300 for the back room. Nancy thought that was
unreasonable when one considers how much business TGSF brings.
She thought it should be possible to negotiate a better deal. Nicole
would search about for other places. She was considering Josie’s
Juice Joint, but parking would probably be a problem there. Nicole
mentioned that the SGA talent show was taking place on March
27. The Sacramento Coronation would be April 24.

New Business: There was a discussion about an unautho-
rized letter that had recently been sent to a television news pro-
gram. This letter forcefully expressed a very strong opinion and
started off with a reference to the writer’s TGSF office. There was
concern that such a reference to the letter-writer’s office might
cause the letter to be misinterpreted as somehow representing
TGSF's official opinion. Leslie stressed that the discussion about
this situation was not meant as a criticism of that particular officer
or in any way a denigration of her past contributions. But Leslie
wanted it clearly understood there was a difference of opinion about
how to write letters expressing strong opinions. In response to this
situation, Nicole had drafted a letter to the news program inform-
ing its staff that the former letter they had received from a TGSF
officer did not reflect the views of any other TGSF officer or of the
club.

Also, Nicole offered drafts of two new standing rules for con-
sideration. The intent of the first proposed standing rule was that
no TGSF officer should cite TGSF in a letter expressing personal
opinions to outside organizations, especially news organizations,
without that letter being first reviewed and approved by the ExCom.
No letter written by an officer should insinuate, indicate, imply,
suggest or in any way hint that the opinions expressed belong to
anyone or anything other than the person writing the letter unless
that letter is reviewed and approved by the ExCom. No TGSF
officer should allude to her position as a TGSF officer in a letter of
personal opinion without the review and approval of the ExCom.
No officer may write a letter in such a way that a reasonable per-
son could assume that the opinion expressed is the opinion of
ExCom and/or of membership without the review and approval of
the ExCom. Nicole moved for this proposed standing rule to be
adopted. Juana seconded Nicole’s motion and it was unanimously
approved. Veronica asked if there would be any censure or public
chastisement for any officer who went against the rule, but no real
conclusion or decision was made on that particular issue.

The same officer who had written the offending letter had
also in her newsletter column occasionally expressed negative com-
ments about particular people. In the February and March issues
of The Channel, her columns had been edited by the Editor at the

Continued on Page 5




Meeting Minutes

Continued from Page 4

request of both the President and the Secretary. The columnist
reacted strongly saying her column was unjustly edited. But every
other ExCom officer agreed that the edits were justified. Again,
Leslie wanted to stress that this discussion was not meant as a
criticism of that particular officer and again stressed there was merely
a difference of opinion about what to print in the newsletter.

Nicole’s second proposed standing rule had to do with the
power of the Secretary and Editor to edit the newsletter. These
two people, of course, have always had the power to edit all mate-
rials that go into the newsletter. Editors edit, after all, and the
Secretary's responsibility is merely to produce a newsletter that
informs the membership. Opinions may certainly be expressed,
but should be expressed in an appropriate way. The Secretary
and/or Editor may cut, edit or alter any article either considers
inappropriate. Neither the Secretary nor Editor are required to
notify the author of the edited, altered or cut article before publica-
tion. If an author feels she has been unfairly edited, she may bring
the issue befure the ExCom. Veronica reilerated that there had
only been one author whose column had been edited. Veronica
moved that the second proposed standing rule be adopted. Nicole
seconded, and it was unanimously approved.

Next ExCom Meetings: April 11 at Sebastapol at 2:00 p.m.
and May 2 at Albany at 3:00 p.m.

At approximately 6:20 p.m., Veronica moved to adjourn the
meeting, Juana seconded and motion was unanimously passed.

)J:?q Patricia S. Nakamura R.E. CM.T.
7N Electrolysis & Skin Care

4 State Licensed Electrologist and Aesthetician
Professional Hair Removal & Skin Care

By Appointment Only
(408) 371-0488

1645 S. Bascom Ave., Ste. C
Campbell, CA 95008

BARE WITH US

Electrolysis
Permanent Cosmetics
Free Consultations

6449 Thornton Avenue Evelyn Brum, RE.

Newark, CA 94560 (510) 795-0500
(Across from Newark Pavilion)

Significant Other Support - East Bay
Questions or concerns about your partner's crossdressing? Please call Julie
at (925 I c-mai ibm.net or write to: Julie Freeman, PO
Box 272885, Concord, CA 94527-2885.

“SimpLY Because He PLays WitH
DoLLs Doesn’t Mean Son Has A

ProsBLEM”

By John Rosemond

Copyright 1999 Knight Ridder Newspapers,
Houston Chronicle, March 17, 1999
Provided by Phyllis Frye [Phyllabuster]

(Phyllis note: I wish that the writer had included a
transgender comment, but the article is simply too good to
pass up.)

Q: Much to our chagrin, our 6-year-old son Robbie has al-
ways preferred to play with dolls and other “girl” things. He also
prefers playing with girls because boys, he says, play “too rough.”
We recently went to a therapist who wanted Robbie to be present
at the first appointment. | felt this was unnecessary, even humiliat-
ing, so we went by ourselves. The therapist accused us of not only
being “resistant,” but also “enabling” Robbie by, among other
things, letting him play with dolls. At that point, my husband and |
walked out, but now 'm worried that perhaps the therapist was
right. How serious is this sort of problem, and do you think we’re
enabling?

A: Let me answer the first half of your question by asking: If
Robbie was a little girl named Roberta who preferred playing with
boys and doing boy things, would you be worried? I'll just bet your
answer is, “Of course not!”

My point is, your anxiety over Robbie’s play preference re-
flects a knee-jerk cultural bias. Unfortunately for boys, it's gener-
ally regarded as OK, even admirable, for females to do tradition-
ally masculine things, but a male who prefers stereotypical femi-
nine things is generally looked upon with suspicion, to say the
least. You neatly avoided any mention of your real worry, which is
that Robbie’s preference for “girl things” presages adult homo-
sexuality.

The fact is, masculine play preferences for boys do not guar-
antee heterosexuality any more than feminine play preferences
foreshadow homosexuality, and that’s equally, but oppositely, true
for girls. | can’t guarantee that Robbie won't, as a young adult,
announce that he’s gay, but | can assure you that whether he plays
with dolls or toy guns at this age will have nothing to do with his
later choice of sexual partmers.

Are you enabling Robbie’s preference for “girl” things? My
dictionary defines enable as “to make possible,” so in the strictest
sense of the term, the answer is yes, you are definitely enabling,
but so what? [f Robbie was my son, and he wanted to play with
dolls, 1, too, would make it possible for him (i.e., enable him) to
play with dolls. If, however, the therapist was using enable in the
pejorative, psychological sense, to mean you are aiding and abet-
ting improper behavior, then my answer is “hogwash.”

In the first place, Robbie’s play preferences are not improper,
much less pathological. In the second, it would be highly improper
of you to force Robbie to play with things he doesn’t enjoy. In
answer to “How serious is Robbie's problem?”, ] don’t see that he
has any problem at all, outside of the fact that his parents think he
might have a problem.

If he hasn't already, Robbie will eventually pick up on your
anxiety, which will cause him to feel self-conscious about some-
thing that is really quite innocent. (In this regard, | approve of your
decision to leave Robbie out of the appointment with the thera-
pist.) Which is why it’s so important that you stop worrying and
enjoy parenthood. You'll only get one shot at it, you know.

When all is said and done, this is a matter of Robbie's person-
ality. You didn't cause Robbie’s personality, and you can’t change
it. You can, however, make him feel as if there's something wrong
with who he is, in which case Robbie may never become the per-
son God intended for him to become. And | suspect God doesn'’t
like us messing with his creations.
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SUNDAY / APRIL 11TH, 2:00PM

ExCoM MEETING

Here is your chance to enjoy the country side in a nice lei-
surely drive to beautiful Sebastopol. If you need directions give us
a call (707) 824-0860. Remember, attending Excom’s will give
vou the opportunity to participate in the production of our events
and help shape the way things are done in the future.

FRIDAY / APRIL 9TH, 8:00PM

TGSF LiBrARY / PoKER NIGHT
Call Nancy Anne at (4 lS}_for information and di-

rections. Peruse our extensive archives or join in the game! Nancy
Ann has been under the weather lately, so please call to confirm.

WEDNESDAY / APRIL 14TH, 8:00PM
Mip-MonNTH SocIAL

The April Mid Month will be at Josie's Cabaret and Juice
Joint. Josie’s is located at 3583 16th Street, San Francisco, CA.
To my knowledge we have never held a mid-month here but from
the information [ have receive it should be a great venue.

FRIDAY / APRIL 16TH, 5:30PM
NewsCom MEETING

We need staff for the newsletter committee! It's great to have
articles from around the globe in The Channel, but we need more
focus on our local events and want local input! If you have a knack
for writing or a yen to be published, plan on meeting us at TGIF's,
on 4th Street (downtown) between Mission and Howard for some
event planning and coverage, a little nosh and, of course, refresh-
ing adult beverages! Thanks!

Hey!

$10 Bucks Per Issue Gets You An Ad Like This._.!

Tall, feminine, graceful closet CD seeks Big Sister to help with shopping and
makeup tips. | live alone so it's helpful if you can come here, but 1 can certainly
travel. SF Area. Call (415) 000-0000.

Up to 40 words only $10.00. Send text of ad and Check or Money Order to
TGSF’s PO Box, ATTNM: Editor. Reach out and come out!

G Dy
e Feruapils
FEmALE IupERSONATION REVUES

Eveny Foipay ano $SATuRDAY MicHT AT KIMO®S

1351 PoLk STREET AT Dine

$an Foancisco, CA 94109 (413) 883-4535

SATURDAY / APRIL 17, 2:00PM

Ebucation SEMINAR: WoMAN WARRIOR/
Woman CHIEF: Two-Spirir WoMEN AND THEIR
SISTERS

Will Roscoe presents “Woman Warrior/Woman Chief: Two-
Spirit Women and Their Sisters,” a slide-lecture on Native Ameri-
can women warriors and chiefs at the Jon Sims Center for the
Performing Arts, 1519 Mission Street (near S. Van Ness).

Although Europeans stereotyped Native American women as
dominated by men, they were in fact more independent and pow-
erful than women at any level of European society. Throughout
North America, Native women became chiefs, warriors, and sha-
mans. Some, like Weetamo of the Wampanoags and Lozen of the
Apache were prominent leaders in native resistance. Others, like
the Kutenai Qanqgon-kadmek-klatlha, served as mediators and am-
bassadors. [n the far west, women who lived like men as a result of
visions or dreams often married other women. This lecture pre-
sents the results of over 15 years of research into Native two-spirit
traditions. [llustrated with over 100 slides, it explores the life and
times of woman warriors and chiefs over the course of four centu-
ries.

Will Roscoe, Ph.D., is the author of The Zuni Man-Woman
and Changing Ones: Third and Fourth Genders in Native North
America, and the editor of Living the Spirit: A Gay American
Indian Anthology. Suggested donation is $3 - $5. Call (415) 337-
5409 for more information.

THURSDAY / APRIL 29TH, 8:00PM

END oF MonNTH SociAL - ELECTIONS AND
AwaARDSs NIGHT!

This is one of the most important Socials of our fiscal year,
and it's vital for you to be there. Tonight we'll be tabulating votes
for the new ExCom members who will represent and guide TGSF
into the new millennium. Held at our usual venue the Blue Muse,
located at 409 Gough Street in San Francisco. On top of casting
ballots and announcing the winners, each of the outgoing officers
of ExCom will be presenting their annual awards to those mem-
bers who best exemplified the spirit of volunteerism and dedica-
tion to the betterment of TGSF.

/an Available! \
1999 Resource GuibE

The 1998-99 TGSF Resource Guide Is now available at cost to all TGSF mem-
bers. You can bring $3.00 to the next soclal ar we can mall it to you for $3.00
+ $1.50 postage. If you are a service listed in the guide you can get copies for
$5.00 each plus postage. The Resource Guide will be available to everyone
else for $10.00 each.

The 1999 TGSF Resource Guide is your one source for virtually all the
Transgender Resources in the Greater Bay Area (From San Jose to Sacra-
mento to Santa Rosa to San Francisco). The Guide covers where to go to have
a good time on the town, where to shop, where to get services like Make-up,
Electrolysis and Beauty Salons, as well as where to stay in the San Francisco
area (and Russian River Resort Area). You can also locate professional services
such as Doctors, Psychologists, Lawyers, Voice Therapists and others. The
Guide also contains information on other Gender Information and Education
Groups. If you are going to visit the San Francisco area - This is the guide to
have!

If you would like a guide by mall you can send a check for $4.50 (per copy) to:
TGSF, Resource Guide, P.O. Box 426486, San Francisco, CA. 94142-6486.
Q&asebemtnhdicale on the check that it is for the Resource Guide.




Calendar of Events — pndl 1959

OTHuer GRrOUPS

Pacific Center for Human Growth

A counseling oriented growth center sponsors all-
Inclusive gender support groups on every Friday at
8:00pm, 2712 Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley.
510-841-6224

Rainbow Gender Association (RGA)
Meets 1st and 3rd Friday of the month 8:00pm at the
New Community of Faith Church, 6350 Rainbow
Drive, San Jose. Write to RGA, PO Box 700730,
San Jose, CA 95170 or call 408-984-4044.

Sacramento Gender Association (SGA)
Blue Rose Chapter meets 8:00pm the 2nd and 4th
Saturday of each month in Sacramento. Write PO Box
215456, Sacramento, CA 95821-1456 or call
916-482-7SGA (7742) for meeting locations.

Diablo Valley Girls (DVG)

Meets 1st and 3rd Monday of every month. 8:00pm at
Just Rewards Nightclub, 2520 Camino Diablo in
Walnut Creek. Write to DVG, PO Box 272885,
Concord, CA 94527-2885 or call 925-937-8432.

DVG Rap Group (RCC)

Meets 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month, 7:00pm
at Rainbow Community Center, 2637 Pleasant Hill
Road (@ Taylor Bivd.) in Pleasant Hill. For more
information call 925-937-8432.

FTM

A support group for Female-to-Male cross dressers and
transsexuals; Holds open Informational Meetings and
closed Support Meetings. Write FTM Intemational,
Inc., 1360 Mission Street, Suite 200, San Francisco,
CA 94103 or call 415-553-5987.

TGIF (TransGenderism Is Fun)

A soclal group for transgenders. Meels one Saturday
each month at a private home in Santa Rosa for a
potluck social from 4:00pm until early evening. Space
is limited - Reservations Recommended! Call Diane or
Anne at 707

Silicon Valley Gender Association
(SVGA)

A new trangender support group meets at the Billy De
Frank Community Center in San Jose on the 2nd and
4th Friday of every month from 7:00pm to 9:00pm.
For more information, call 408-293-2429,

Far West Women (FWW)

A support group for TGs affiliated with the Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Alliance in Humboldt
County. Meets every 2nd and 4th Saturday of the
month at 8:00pm in the GLBTA Center at Fourth and
“D" Streets in Eureka. For information call the Center
at 707445-9760.
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Support For Spain
Kim Perez F. Figares mundivia.es)
President of identidad de Genero
Acting President of the Spanish Federation of
Clynical Transsexuality (from AOL TCF)

Dear Frienps,

This is a message from the Asociacion de Identidad de Genero
(Gender Identity Association), a Spanish transsexual organized
group, directed to all gay-lesbian, bisexual, transgender, transsexual
groups, as well as human rights organizations. From this frame,
we want send some news to you and ask for your solidarity.

On February, the 11th, the Andalusian Parliament had the
representatives of Identidad de Genero as guests for the discussion
of a motion introduced by the PSOE (Socialist Party) about trans-
sexual people’s rights, especially the right to sex reassignment sur-
gery through the Andalusian Health Service. The motion was passed
with no votes against: the PSOE, Andalusian Party and United
Left (IU) and the abstention of PP (Conservative) pushed up to this
historic victory; a victory that should fill with proud not only all the
GLBTT people in Spain but everyone all over the world that cares
for human rights and human dignity.

This subject has been widely echoed by the media all around
Spain and also in Latin America. It seems not to be a coincidence
the fact that the following March, the 17th, a similar motion -this
time brought up by United Left- will be discussed at the national
Parliament in Madrid,

However, the PP position (this party gathers there the major-
ity of seats) is so doubtful, perhaps negative, that we are already
expecting the worst to happen. Especially, when we ask for an
unanimous vote, as is adequate for a health and human rights
issue. Therefore, we must desperately need mobilizations and sup-
port -indeed real mobilization and support- from all transsexual,
gay and lesbian, transgender, bisexual and human rights organiza-
tions in Spain, Europe and the Americas.

Dear TGSF:

We also have, among our members, a highly respected new
political appointee, just named by Mayor Brown to the new Taxi
Commission of San Francisco. | speak of Ms. Jane Bolig. [ wish
her the very best of success, and hearty congratulations. I'm sure
she will make us proud.

Sincerely,
Dick Fogel
Taxi Medallion #164
TGSF Member #2067

Dear TGSF:

Some random thoughts:
¢ A Big Sister program is really needed;

*  Name tags are a must, even should be mandatory - big
tags that can be read from a few feet away;

¢ Back to my favorite - we need a logo - should never have
dropped it.
Betty Byrne

If this proposal does not turn into its passing, transsexual
people all over Spain, except Andalusia, will most likely have to
wait several years yet before obtaining the right to gain their dig-
nity, their only open door to live, the free sex reassignment sur-
gery as well as a Sex Changing Law. If vote in Andalusia has been
a victory for all the GLBTT movement in our country, we hope
that motion in Madrid will be not a defeat. Your help, your mobili-
zation, is needed for us.

Please do show your solidarity sending to the following ad-
dress the below shown messages.

Sample Letter

Mr Javier Arenas, General Secretary

Mr Damian Caneda, Spokesman in the Social Matters
Commission

Ms Amalia Gomez, General Secretary for Social
Matters

Popular Party, Madrid

Sirs, Madam,
We have heard about a proposal to be soon introduced in the

Spanish Parliament (Cortes Generales) regarding the rights of trans-
sexual people ..

We expect a Party like yours, which involves liberal and cen-
ter positions, will most firmly work to acknowledge for Spain rights
that have long been recognized in other European countries.

We hope your vote for this motion will be affirmative, show-
ing therefore your concern for the advance of health and human
rights issues in your country and all over the world.

Yours,

(Your name and organization's name)

Mildred L. Brown, Ph.D.
SEX THERAPY & EDUCATION
GENDER IDENTITY COUNSELING

TRUE SELVES

Understanding Transexualism — For Families,
Friende, Coworkers, and Hclpins Professionals.

$25.00 Hardcover
(408) 249-2205

800 Pollard Road, Suite B207

Los Gatos, CA 95030
Jossey-Bass Publishers

PAULA-JO HUSACK, M.A., M.F.C.C,
LIC. #MFC27864

Counseling, Psychotherapy & Consulting
Individuals, Couples, Families, Groups

1838 El Camino Real, Suite 201
Burlingame, CA 94010
(650) 343-4554




Dear TGSF:

Temporarily trying to survive the perverse environment of
this third world toilet and the Middle Eastern State of decay...

This letter is a reaction and response to the published letter of
Ms. Erin Brush in the February 1999 issue of The Channel.

[ am sorry to hear that Ms. Brush is so dismayed with the
membership and staff of TGSF. | would actually like to meet her
some time in our future. | am suspicious that [ may meet a person
that expects a bit much... | find the personal attack on Ms. Brewer
offensive and disrespectful to all of the fine people that keep TGSF
in one piece. | know from personal experience that running any
organization that is not heavily funded and out of the public vogue
is taxing under the best of conditions. | believe that the letter was
inappropriate for newsletter distribution for two primary reasons.
It was too personalized and after all the author is dropping out. If
in fact Ms, Brush was in for the long run and willing to say in
person what she was so good at doing in a hit and run fashion, |
could take her views much more seriously. As pointed out by Ms.
Kantz, Ms. Brush has the potential to be a donating and significant
person if she would participate rather than go off in a huff. She is
clearly educated and capable of logical linear thought. Unfortu-
nately her personal feelings and issues with TGSF are able to over
shadow larger needs. Ladies, the enemy is not within! It is com-
mendable that Ms. Brush wishes to pursue intellectually stimulat-
ing situations, as we all do under the correct conditions. However,
on the lighter side | realize that many people do participate in
TGSF as a venue for embracing their femme’ side and will tend to
enjoy themselves when allowed. After all, as the song goes, “Girls
just wanna have fun”? [ know [ wanna be a B&D lingerie model in
my next life!

'Consequenﬂy please find my overseas dues enclosed as well
as a small donation to make up for the loss of Ms. Brush’s dues for
next year. | do not know her, however | wish her the very best in
her search for the support and reception she was unable to find at
TGSF functions. Ladies have faith, you must all forge ahead in her
absence. Oh my such dramal!

I believe if a person is willing to look, most anything anyone
could wish for is available somewhere in TGSF. Maybe this is wish-
ful thinking from someone that daily, pines away for a freethink-
ing, progressive, open society. | temporarily am living in a society
that gave up many generations ago. Consumed by selfserving ego-
tists and religious fanatics these completely helpless, pathetic and
dysfunctional people are a result of what can happen when you do
not participate. | only suggest that we all do what we are able.
Dropping out is not an option. If you are unhappy, get involved,
affect changes, participate. If you are pleased and derive pleasure
from TGSF you are obligated to return something to the group.
Both are a recipe for success.

Warmest Regards,
Valerie Cross
Lost in the Middle East

Are You A VETERAN?

Are you aware that there is a gender discussion group every Monday
afternoon at the Ft. Miley Veteran's Center in San Francisco? The group is
open to all TS, TV, and TG's who are qualified veterans. If you are interested
and wish further information, contact Lorraine Hall at:

aol.com or call 510-

Dear TGSF,

I'd like to cordially invite any and all of the TGSF sisters to
participate in this years California Dreamin’ convention which
will be held from April 22 - April 25, 1999 at the AirTel Plaza
Hotel and Convention Center in Van Nuys, CA. All the pertinent
information can be obtained from our website: http://
www.flash.net/~dhome/cadreamin, or by telephone at (714) 281-
0271. We've got a wonderful program of presenters lined up plus
outings to the Wizardz Magic Show at Universal City and a trip to
the world famous Queen Mary Lounge in Studio City.

In the year 2000 we will again be back at the Golden Gate-
way Holiday Inn in beautiful San Francisco for the tenth anniver-
sary celebration of California’s event. The dates for this event are
April 27 - April 30, 2000.

If you would be kind enough to spread the word to the TG
community in your area I'd greatly appreciate it. [ hope to see you
next month. In closing I'd like to say congratulations on another
successful Cotillion. | wish I could have attended it. Best wishes
and thank you.

Joan Goodnight
California Dreamin’

Dear TGSF:

by Aqua Tranny (Aquatranny@aol.com)

Does anyone else like the idea of all the transgender groups
in the SFPride parade marching together? TGRage has made in-
quiries and all that is needed is for the groups in question to re-
quest to be next to one another. I'll attach the response from the
parade people.

My sense of spectacle loves the idea of TrannyShack, Tom
Waddell, FTM, International, the Pacific Center, DVG, RGA,
LMNORP, etc., TGSF, and all y'all passing in more or less coherent
review before something like one half million people. TGSF in the
lead, of course.

If DiDi’s heels give her hell again this year she can take a little
more time and not worry about the gay square dancers having
their way with her.

The Pride parade is as big a thrill as being at the Cotillion.
There is something very affirming about that many people cheer-
ing you on.

Here is the email from the pride parade committee:
(Joesfpride@aol.com)

Hi,

Thanks for your e mail. We don’t reserve a block of time for
groups as a general rule. However, if groups want to march to-
gether we usually honor the request if each group that wants to
march together in a group lets us know when they send in their
applications. Just be sure that all of the tranny groups that want to
march together indicate on the application form on line 6 that
they want to be placed with other tranny groups and we will do it
for you.

We are always looking for volunteers for the Float March com-
mittee, which oversees the Parade production. If anyone wants to
help us, and that includes preparing the actual line up of the con-
tingents, please let me know or show up at our next meeting which
will be held on April 7th at 7 PM at the Pride Office which is in the
Fox Plaza Building, 1390 Market St. Suite 1225. Remember that
the deadline for applications is on April 1, after that date the fees
go up. - Joe
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SociaLs IN REViEw
By Nicole Cook

The February 15th DVG social at JR’s
in Walnut Creek was lightly attended with
several of the DVG regulars in attendance.
The Serena show was played on the moni-
tors about half way through the meeting. (The

Serena show is the piece that was done on the Cotil-
lion for one of the Bay area TV shows). We spoke to a number of
the ladies there and most seemed very positive about the Cotillion.

The February End of Month social on February 25th at the
Blue Muse was suppose to be a Winter sportswear contest. But
since few if any people showed up in that sort of outfit, most of the
time went to the nominations for the next term of office of the
ExCom. Surprisingly enough we had candidates for each position
and we even have more than enough candidates for some posi-
tions.

| would like to mention one other item here, if you look at our
membership fees and compare them to other organizations like
ours, you will see our annual fees are quite low. It really helps if we
can generate some revenues during the end of month events (We
do not have any fees for the mid-month events). If we have some-
one at the door we can usually get a decent amount, enough to
cover fees for the event and have some left over for the Halloween
party or the Cotillion. Unfortunately, nobody wants that job. So
remember, the next time you attend the end of month try to find
an ExCom member and give them your $3.00.

The SF Court Coronation at the Gift Center in San Francisco
on the 27th of February was a rather interesting event. This was
my first court function. Most of the event consisted of other courts
and groups like ours introducing themselves to the Emperor and
Empress. You might not think this would last long but when people
come from all over the country it takes a while. The best entertain-
ment of the night was a Hawaiian dance performed by a group
from Hawaii. It was really spectacular the way the moved together.

The March 10th Mid-Month at the Lunacee Lounge in San
Rafael had a decent turn out of around 15 of our members. The
comedy was quite entertaining. We saw around 7 or 8 amateur
comedians including our own Serena, who put on a great comedy
& magic act. Many thanks for the members who suggested this as
a venue for us to try, we will most likely use this venue again.

The First March SGA Social at Joseph’s on March 13th saw
about 25 to 30 SGA members show up for the SGA elections.
Most of the girls had dinner before the elections, dinner went off
without any significant events (with the possible exception of the
TGSF Social chair almost choking to death on a piece of meat, but
after several quick Heimlichs we were off to the elections). As it
turned out only 17 of the more than 25 members attending voted.
Krystal received the most votes with Tina-Louise, Trina, Liz, Joanna
winning the other seats (Sorry if | am off on the spelling girls, [ am
doing this from memory). Since my ribs were sore we decided not
to go to Faces and headed home.

as of March, 1999
Gary Anspach $70 Jennifer Hope $20
Nepenthe $20 Andrea Drane $100
Valerie Cross $150 Kim Hraca $20
Kelli Wellington $10 Nicole Mossinger ~ $50
Sheila Faulkner $40

fTGSF Donations - Our Friends Who Give \

\_ Bless you for caring and thank you! J

February Seminar Review

How 10 po GLaMmoOROUS

SELF-PORTRAITS
By Veronica Smith

Saturday afternoon on February 20, Jim Sturgeon, profes-
sional photographer, gave a demonstration on self-portraiture to
about a dozen members of the transgender community. Mr. Stur-
geon does quite a bit of color photography. But he is especially
fond of the dramatic effects that black and white can produce. He
is particularly interested in using lighting to enhance mood. While
fully conversant with the expensive strobe lighting effects of pro-
fessional studios, Mr. Sturgeon was specifically asked by Education
Co-Chair Juana Smith to demonstrate a less expensive method of
lighting and shooting for the amateur.

Mr. Sturgeon said that with a fairly good modern camera and
about $100 worth of equipment, an amateur can produce high
quality photos. He suggests investing in a backdrop of black velvet
to rid completely the background of intruding distractions. Black
velvet absorbs light, so the beginner will not have to worry much
about background shadows or reflected light. He also suggested
acquiring two lamps and light stands. He stressed that they did not
need to be strobe lights. He very often uses 100 and 75-watt bulbs
for a “key” light and “halo” light, respectively. The key light is the
main source of light for the photograph, while the halo is for fill or
special enhancing effects, usually relating to the top of the head.
Starting from a simple but sure-fire “butterfly” set-up, Mr. Stur-
geon went on to more complex lighting compositions. Each com-
position revealed a different but unique effect. He also showed
what to avoid when setting up the lights for the shot such as unbe-
coming nose and under-eye shadows and “horror lighting.” Using
terms that seem much less technical than they sound here on the
printed page, Mr. Sturgeon said that he usually shoots glamour
photos with a 35-millimeter camera’s f-stop at f8 and shutter speed
at 1/125. He favors Kodak T-Max 400 film and uses a tripod and
release cable. He demonstrated how extensions to the release cable
can allow the subject/artist to photograph herself up to 35 feet
from the camera without rushing back and forth depending on the
automatic timer.

Mr. Surgeon went beyond the simple mechanics of photo-
graphing to terrific but cheap techniques to enhance shots. For
example, he suggested stretching a piece of black nylon stocking
tautly over the lens and secured with a rubber band to create a
great diffuser. (Gee, most of us probably have an extra black nylon
stocking, but what would Didi do? All she has are black fishnets.)
He also went on to talk of make-up for color and black/white
photos. And more interesting, perhaps, he talked about the psy-
chology of portraiture, the creation of a mood and production of a
look that captures such a brief moment in time for eternity. It was
a comprehensive and exciting seminar discussing yet another
method with which we can explore our femme selves.

KIM HRACA, M.A. MECC
PSYCHOTHERAPY *« CONSULTATION

Helping you find the path
that’s right for you.

Berkeley
MFC #27252 (510) 601-1859

10



TeLzey Apams For
OuTtreacH Co-CHAIR

1 bring some years of experi-
ence on the Committee, particu-
larly with the hot-line and public-
ity. | hope all who vote for me will
also consider getting more seriously
involved, themselves, in the club’s
activities.

Sucar AnD SpicE

Reprinted from online TG Community News,
Vis A Vis, by Dina Amberle

The recently renamed TGSF group in'San Francisco, Califor-
nia publishes The Channel newsletter and it carried an interesting
article by member Erin DeSouza titled, “Gender Skybox; My Base-
ball Road Trip” in the November '98 issue.

Prouing that she is not just a pretty face, and that baseball
really is the national pastime, Erin recounts her summer excursion
to visit some of the East Coast's major league stadiums in Toronto,
Montreal, and Baltimore, with a side trip to Cooperstown's Hall of
Fame. Apparently, this was not Erin's first baseball-themed road
trip. She had previously visited some of the Southern California
ballyards along with some towns in the Arizona spring training
league.

Traveling by air, rail, and bus to get across country and south
from Canada, Erin has a pretty grueling itinerary to follow. For the
border check with Canadian customs, she brought along a copy of
a letter from her therapist to account for the difference in appear-
ance from her male ID’s but Customs did not question her. In each
city, she saw a game and also the sights of the cities she visited.
Keeping the baseball theme intact, she dropped into the Hall of
Fame in Cooperstown, New York and Babe Ruth’s birthplace in
Baltimore. Erin gives some interesting anecdotes about each sta-
dium and the games she saw, as well as some of the other local
highlights of her stops along the way. After her return to San
Francisco, she has enough time to catch a Giants day game and
an Oakland A’s night game, which shows a certain devotion to
baseball that seems almost quaint in this day and age.

Far more interesting to me in Erin’s lively trip was the subtext
of a transgender person who is proud to be a sports fan. Nowhere
in her lengthy article was there one mention of shopping or (thank-
fully) what she wore each day. This is a much different piece than
anything ['ve read in TG support group newsletters and shows
that we can be interested in - and interested about -something
other than women's garments. It's refreshing to see that someone
isn’t afraid to acknowledge that you can't take the boy out of the
girl... and you can take the girl out to the ballgame.

Wuy We
WanTt To
Be SociaL

CHAIRS

By Nicole &
Debbie Cook

Debbie and |
are running for - = '
Social chair because both of us would like to contnbute to the well-
being of the organization. Both of us have had a lot of fun since
we started attending the socials and we would like to help make
these special events grow.

Both of us see the position of social chair to be one of the key
roles in the organization. It is at the social event where our mem-
bers can meet one another and get a feeling of family with the
other members. It is always challenging to greet and introduce
everyone new that comes in, however Debbie and | will strive to
work towards this goal.

We would like everyone who comes to feel welcome. Also
since | spent some time as a “by mail” member, who was looking
for a way to take that first step, ] am committed to doing whatever
I can to making the first step as easy as possible for our by-mail
members.

CPA AccounTING AND TAX SERVICES

Tax Return Preparation:
¢ Individuals
e Small Businesses
Business Accounting

10% Discount to members.

Call Natasha at 415_|‘or appointment

Fiscal Year 98-99

New Membérs

Carol Jean

\ ,

0401 Michelle Nelson 0411 Michelle Ayres 0423
0401 Jane Kennedy 0412 Julie Freermnan 0425
0403 Elaine Lerner 0414 Chelsea Bowman 0426
0404 Paula Summers 0415 Sharon Moriarty 0427
0408 Davida Frazier 0418 Wilhelmina Beins 0428
0408 Toni Sparks 0418 Candie Valdez 0428
0409 Veronica Smith 0419 Bobbie Williams 0428
0409 Diana Beck 0429
Many Happy Returns of the Day!

All Methods Used
Disposable Probes
+ Topical Desensitizer (Available
Melissa Murray DmEves., & Weokends ]
Jamie Faye Fenton « By Appointment
Lynn Ball Free Consultation
Joyce Segal
Betsy Briggs
Stephanie Michie
Tedra Thomsen 510
Ellie Anderson 278 1 809
=]

J

18345 Crest Ave. Castro Valley
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From ARGENTINA:

TrRANS SExuaL LESSONS
by Alejandra Sarda

Taken from _Anything that Moves_ #17
{provided by i@hotmail.com]
Here in Argentina, our trans sisters (no brothers visible, yet)

have taught us the following, among other things:

L

How to look gorgeous, offer a cup of tea, and be ironic
after having spent the whole night at a police station,
being beaten and abused by brutes.

How to leave the shadows of shame, self-loathing, and
fear of the powers that be — once and for all, proudly
and fiercerly, hand in hand with anyone who wants to
join the parade.

How sex/gender dichotomy is the force suffocating us
all, even though some of us can “pass” as conventional.
This we haven’t learned by reading, but by watching sis-
ters who died because they injected silicone right in their
blood, hoping to “pass” and stop being abused.

Where to draw the line as a movement. If we take the
middle-class, white gay man of the North as our measur-
ing stick, our work will be done once he can marry his
monogamous lover and hold legal custody of their two
dogs. But if as our standard we choose that trans sister
who will never, ever pass, and strongly commit to go on
until she can be safe in the streets and has full access to
everything this world offers... then we are very far from
any coffee break.

How to do real grass-roots organization. In Argentina,
whatever the event be — demonstration, party, confer-
ence, you name it — the trangendered are always the
biggest group. Their leaders take the time to visit every
cheap hotel, every corner where sex workers gather, and
talk, talk, talk about why it's important to be seen and
heard. They are never too tired, too busy, too important,
to listen to still another story of pain and loss and loneli-
ness.

When Do We Fail Them?

We fail them when we fall prey to the illusion of normalcy:
because we “pass,” because we are married or too (feminine) (mas-
culine) to be threatening even with a (female) (male) lover, because
we are deeply into the closet and nothing and nobody bothers us,
their concerns are not ours. After all, being bisexual is just a pas-
time, just a lifestyle, and we are just like everyone else. Those
freaks don't belong in our sanctuary.

They can even “ruin” our small successes. In my country,
many gays, lesbians and bisexuals still refuse to march in our pride
parades because “too many transvestites are there; they draw too
much attention from the media” (as if trans people should be held
responsible for the others’ choice of the closet).

Many still refuse to support our sisters — who are all sex
workers, and as they have no other choice, they can’t really know
if they would choose it or not — in their struggles because “that is
not discrimination based on sexual orientation; those are sex work-
ers' problems and [ have nothing to do with that. | pay my taxes.”
For so long, the trans community has been the chosen recipient
for all those wanting to feel cowardly, “higher than thou”, “nor-
mal” and “accepted” and “safe” in comparison.

The Second Annual Southern
Alameda County Gay and

Lesbian Film
“&‘%"ﬁ%&&:‘“ Festival...

Festival ...will be held at Chabot
College’s Little Theater in
Hayward on May 21 & 22,
1999.

The Film Festival Task Force is currently screening films for
the event and will make final selections by the end of March. Sev-
eral films are being considered, including “It's in the Water,” “Lil-
ies,” “Fire,” “Everything Relative” and “Some Prefer Cake.” The
Film Festival Task Force is specifically looking for films that are
new, have received good reviews, appeal to a wide audience, and
include humor and fun.

The Film Festival Task Force is meeting biweekly on Tuesdays
from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at CommPre. If you have any suggestions
for films or you would like to get involved, please contact Darci

Meyers at (510) . We look forward to seeing you at the
Film Festivall

And of course, our communities overlap. In my country, the
trans community used to be very strict regarding sexual orienta-
tion —straight or out — as were bisexual people — only conven-
tional genders allowed as options. As people start to mix and get
to know each other better, and to question traditional gender affili-
ations too, some trans people are allowing themselves to leave the
constraints of the “straight in order to be a real woman/man”
dictum, while some bis are acknowledging that, for instance, their
pleasure in wearing clothes they are not supposed to might mean
more than “just a little dirty secret,” i.e., a whole new identity for
them.

How can we continue helping each other? Talking and listen-
ing. Being close. Not just at political occasions, but in our personal
lives, too — some people might march with the transgendered
because it's politically correct to do so, but would never allow them
to mix with their “normal” friends in their homes.

It might sound naive, but [ still think the best way to help is
allowing oneself to be touched, to be moved by the complex beauty

of ancther human soul, and surrendering to it.
Let’s fall in love.

Alejandra Sarda is a long-time queer rights activist and
writer. Alejandra lives in Buenos Aires, and was at last report
— but hopefully not for long — the only out bisexual in the
lesbigaytrans movement in Argentina.
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FTM Conference

ForwaArD MoTioN: CELEBRATING

CuLtures, Apbvocacy, ANp FTM Lives

Provided by the 1999 FTM Conference
{Conf99FTM@aol.com)

October 8-10, 1999 / The Hilton Burbank Airport

Southern California’s FTM community invites everyone to
FORWARD MOTION: Celebrating Cultures, Advocacy, and FTM
Lives. FORWARD MOTION is the fourth conference in a series
which started with the groundbreaking First All-FTM Conference
of the Americas, spearheaded and organized by FTM International
in San Francisco, in 1995. Subsequent conferences have been
organized by local communities in Seattle and Boston.

FORWARD MOTION will offer three full days of diverse pro-
gramming primarily for people who were assigned female at birth
or in childhood who have masculine self-identifications some or all
of the time, and our community (including “questioning,” signifi-
cant others, spouses, partners, family members, friends, allies,
supporters, and others). Discover new possibilities for yourself and
for our community! Make new fun-to-meet friends! Share and re-
ceive support! Find out about our history and make a difference by
helping to shape our future! Win a night on the fabulous City of
Angels on THE DATING GAME hosted by the incomparable Kate
Bornstein! Learn more about our arts, family issues, sexualities,
politics, health care, and much more! Dance to live bands, swim in
the pool reserved exclusively for conference use, enjoy the art ex-
hibit curated by Jordy Jones, and live it up in community!

FORWARD MOTION will take place October 8-10 at the
Hilton Burbank Airport. All programs will be in one convenient
location right across the street from the Burbank Airport and just a
low-cost shuttle ride away from Los Angeles International Airport.
Conference rates are as low $92 a night (up to 4-person occu-
pancy). You can make hotel reservations by calling 1-800-HILTONS
and requesting the special FTM conference rate at the Hilton
Burbank Airport. Rooms are lirhited, so be sure to make your res-
ervation early! Special airfare packages will be available by calling
Gunderson Travel at 1-800-872-8457 (or 310-657-3944 from
the Los Angeles area).

Early conference registration before April 15 is only $50.00
and includes a free FORWARD MOTION souvenir t-shirt. Full in-
formation on registration rates is on the FORWARD MOTION
registration form.

The success of FORWARD MOTION depends on the assis-
tance of trans people and our allies everywhere. Many members
of our community — especially youth, those early in transition and
those living without hormones and/or surgery — are in financial
distress. The formation of true community depends on the conver-
gence of our community from all socioeconomic, racial, and cul-
tural groups. Please consider making a donation to ensure low
registration costs, high quality programming, and ample scholar-
ships for those needing financial assistance. Checks or money or-
ders should be made out to “FTMCLA.” For more information on
fundraising, or to organize a benefit to send people in your com-
munity to FORWARD MOTION, please email MasenD@aol.com.
To volunteer for FORWARD MOTION, please email

@aol.com. To make program suggestions, please email
@aol.com.

For registration forms or if you have any other questions, you
may write to us by U.S. mail to FTMCLA/P.O. Box 922342/
Sylmar CA 91392-2343, or by email to Conf99FTM@aol.com.
We will soon have a conference website up; we will post the URL
soon. If you would like to receive conference updates via private
email, please notify us and we will add you to our email list

Day Five

EquaLiTy BeGcins AT HOME

Civil Rights Bill Clears Colorado House Committee: Wis-
consin Legislators Sweetened Up; Equality Begins At Home
Sweeps Into Iowa Senate.

Washington, D.C. — March 26, 1999 — Midweek activism
garnered historic firsts for supporters of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender equality in states across America. For the first time, a
Colorado House Committee released a GLBT civil rights bill for
floor debate; Delaware organizers staged a lobby day; and activists
in lowa met with leaders of the House and Senate, as well as with
lowa Governor Tom Vilsack.

The legislative happenings, and dozens of other events, were
part of Equality Begins at Home, one of the largest grassroots
mobilizations in the history of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender (GLBT) movement. More than 350 events are taking
place throughout the country during the week. The following high-
lights describe some of the actions that have taken place:

Today's vote by Colorado’s House Appropriations Commit-
tee in favor of a civil rights bill marks the first time ever that local
activists have been able to get the bill to the House floor, and they
are optimistic about its chances for passage. Today's vote came on
the heels of a rally yesterday at the State Capitol for hate crimes
legislation, also pending in the state legislature. A town hall meet-
ing immediately following last night's rally focused on protecting
GLBT families, and a tremendously successful community forum
Tuesday, entitled “Who put the ‘T’ in my GLB?” confronted
transgender inequality. Equality Begins at Home in Colorado was
also marked at a number of religious services at which GLBT people
were celebrated. The Rev. Georgia Humphrey of St. Barnabas
Church in Denver reminded her congregation that “saying [ be-
lieve' in diversity and the tolerance of all people is just not good
enough. You can't sit. You have to stand. You have to be ready to
reach out and do something.”

Continued on Page 14

WAVE ELECTROLOGY
Permanent Hair Removal

Local Anesthetic
Available ina
Clinical Environment

Guy, Thu-Minh & Marilyin (408) 292-1558°
1570 The Alameda, Suite 215 Email: wave1@flash.net
San Jose, CA 95126 www.flash.net/-wave1

Seahorse Medical Clinic
Joy Diane Shaffer, MD

1570 THE ALAMEDA, SUITE 215 « SAN JOSE, CA 95126
(408) 292-1078

13



Equality Begins At Home...

Continued from Page 14

In other legislative happenings during EBAH week, Delaware’s
GLBT civil rights bill failed on a close vote in the House. Delaware
activists consider the attempt nonetheless to have been a crucial
stepping stone to the eventual passage of the bill. The vote was
held in conjunction with yesterday’s EBAH lobby day, Delaware’s
first-ever for GLBT issues, which was attended by more than 80
people. A number of religious leaders and the House and Senate
sponsors of the civil rights bill participated in a press conference at
Legislative Hall with representatives from Equality Delaware and
NGLTF. In Maryland, the House of Delegates passed a civil rights
bill Wednesday. However, the bill was amended to exclude
transgender people. The Maryland State Senate is expected to
vote on the bill soon.

There were many firsts in lowa during Equality Begins at Home
week. For the first time in memory, a group of gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual and transgender activists and allies were invited to visit with
the Governor in his office. In an unprecedented lobbying effort,
130 people from all over the state met with and lobbied the Senate’s
president, majority and minority leaders, and the House’s minority
leader. Senate President Mary Kramer presided over the Senate
wearing GLBT-supportive buttons. For the first time in the Capitol’s
115-year history, an openly gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender
choir sang in the rotunda.

Today in Champaign-Urbana, Illinois, an Equality Begins at
Home luncheon united local elected officials and corporate execu-
tives who are GLBT allies. Activists hope to educate the partici-
pants about GLBT issues in an effort to pass municipal civil rights
ordinances and domestic partner policies at local companies.

Several hundred people gathered Thursday for a hate crimes
vigil in Norfolk, Virginia, site of the still unresolved murder of Henry
Edward Northington. Northington, a gay homeless man, was mur-
dered earlier this month, and his severed head was left near an
area known for gay cruising. Although anti-gay bias may have played
a role, the motive of Northington's murder remains unclear; sev-
eral other murders of homeless men in the area have yet to be
solved. In Richmond tomorrow, a “March and Rally for Equal Jus-
tice” will converge on the State Capitol, where activists will hold
hands in a circle around the building.

In Madison, Wisconsin, gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
“citizen volunteers” mixed with school groups, lobbyists and legis-
lators at the State Capitol on Tuesday as Action Wisconsin con-
ducted “Sweeten 'Em Up,” Wisconsin's first-ever GLBT lobby day.
Volunteers carrying plates laden with homemade cookies, bars and
breads stopped at legislators’ offices to deliver letters which an-
nounced Equality Begins at Home and thanked legislators “for doing
the often challenging work of representing all the people who re-
side in [their] district[s].” Attached to each letter were names of
GLBT people and people who support equal rights for GLBT
people. Also in Wisconsin, the Milwaukee Equal Rights Commis-
sion passed a resolution earlier in the month calling on the city to
create a domestic partnership registry.

African-American state legislators from around the country
were contacted by the National Black Lesbian and Gay Leadership
Forum as part of Equality Begins at Home. Willa J. Taylor, chair of
the Forum’s board of directors, told legislators in a letter: “not all
African Americans are straight and not all gays and lesbians are
white. In your district alone, there are hundreds of lesbians, gay
men, bisexuals and transgendered people of African descent you
are not fully serving when you ignore the concerns of the queer
community. During this week of Equality Begins at Home, when

GENDER LOVING CARE - A Guin:
TO CounseLING GENDER-VARIANT

CLIENTS

by Randi Ettner
Book Review provided by Phyllis Frye
[Phyllabuster]

(Phyllis note: Randi is a therapist that I trust. She has writ-
ten a book for all of the therapists out there who want us to pay
them by the hour to educate them on our issues. Tell those
folks to get Randi’s book.)

Transsexuals, cross-dressers, and other gender-variant clients
are frequently misunderstood and, therefore, inappropriately treated
by clinicians. The condition is often inaccurately diagnosed as a
sexual identity issue, further obscuring effective interventions. Fur-
thermore, the options of recommending hormonal and surgical
treatments often cast the therapist in the unfortunate position of
gatekeeper.

To this confusing and emotionally charged topic, Randi Ettner
brings a deeply humane and thoroughly authoritative voice. She
shares stories from her clinical practice, letting readers hear the
struggles and turmoil of gender-variant individuals. She provides
both an overview of gender identity and practical advice on coun-
seling. Gender Loving Care is the first book to combine theory
and application to assist professionals working with the
transgendered.

“...Throughout this book the reader is treated to compelling
case examples from the author’s wealth of clinical experience in
this field. These cases serve to electrify key teaching points in a
way that will be memorable for readers...Arguably, the most po-
tent sociopolitical point repeatedly hammered home by Dr. Ettner
is the observation that ‘In this age of political correctness, it is still
okay to mock the transgendered.” This theme resonates like a sen-
tinel bell in the night to wake up those who would knowingly, or
unwittingly, participate in this embarrassing anxiety-provoking
sport. The book is timely, unmatched by any other work in the
current literature...well researched, beld in presentation, and a
delight to read.” - George R. Brown, M.D. Professor of Psychia-
try, East Tennessee State University

“In physical size, Dr. Randi Ettner is a small, in fact petite,
woman. But in empathy for and awareness of the continuing trials
and struggles of transsexuals, she is a giant. Her intelligence and
insight, as expressed in this book, are what professionals need to
experience. [n fact, all society should be listening to what she tells
us. This book is must reading for everyone.” - Sheila Kirk, M.D.
Transgender Surgical and Medical Center, Pittsburgh

Gender Loving Care ISBN 0-393-70304-5 $25.00 WW.
Norton 1-800-233-4830. Randi Ettner is ataol.com.

the LGBT community will be concentrating our efforts on state
houses around the country, the National Black Lesbian and Gay
Leadership Forum calls on you, as African American legislators, to
remember that the fight for civil rights and social justice is not the
exclusive domain of any one group. As a race of people who has
known - and continues to experience - the bitter taste of inequal-
ity, we must embrace all of our people in the struggle for freedom
or none of us will ever be free,”

Equality Begins at Home is coordinated by the National
Gay and Lesbian Task Force and organized by the Federation
of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Statewide Political
Organizations.
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New Trans Book
Provided by Mary Boenke (MaryBoenke@aol.com)

TRANS FORMING FAMILIES: REAL STORIES ABOUT
TRANSGENDERED LOVED ONES is a great new book, hot
off the press last week, edited and self-published by Mary Boenke.

The book is a collection of stories by mothers of very young
gender variant children, parents of adult transgendered folks,
spouses and partners, and even grandparents, siblings and friends.
Written mostly by “ordinary people”, who have all struggled from
bewilderment to acceptance and even celebration, these 31 sto-
ries serve as role models for all those families who are still hurting,
rejecting, or feeling isolated — or who have already “arrived”!

The subjects vary greatly, — both FTM’s and MTF's, intersexed
persons, cross-dressers, adults and children, mostly American, but
several from other countries; some even with physical disabilities,
and from all walks of life. But all are stories of profound caring,
stories of pioneering families who put love above all else and come
out accepting, even celebrating the courage and specialness of
their transgendered loved one.

Jamison Green says “No concerned parent, family member
or friends of a transgendered or transsexual person can fail to be
moved by these stories, a long overdue book, a book of love...”

The book also includes a glossary, current list of trans organi-
zations and a trans-family reading list. Also an Introduction by Jes-
sica Xavier, Foreword by Robert Bernstein, and Preface by the
editor about her own family experiences and learnings. Predicted
to be a best seller within the trans community.

Mary is the mother of an FTM son, Chair of PFLAG’s
Transgendered Special Qutreach Network (TSON), founder and
Co-President of the Roanoke PFLAG chapter, and a trans-activist.

(She is also a co-author, with Jessica Xavier and Nancy Sharp,
of the popular 16 page introductory bocklet, Our Trans Children,
which has sold over 13,000 copies. 2nd edition, updated, now
available, also from Mary [below]. $3 for 3, $18 for 25, $34 for
50, ete. including mailing.)

The book is $12, including mailing, through April 30. (Then
to cover price, $13.95.) 164 pages, paperback. Make check out
to Mary Boenke and mail to her at: 180 Bailey Blud., Hardy, VA
24101. Inquire about larger orders and consignments.

For reviews, excerpts, and more information visit the book’s
website: wuwaw aiyiyi.com/transbook, call 540,/890-3957, or email

Baocl.com.

(Emal'l TGSF:

President, Leslie Bailey ........................ slip.net
Secretary, Veronica Smith ............... aol.com
Social Chair, Nicole Cook .......... R gforum.com

Editor, Ayme Kantz .............cccccuee.n... o/ com

Luanna L. Rodgers,

Spedializing in work with the transgender community

+ Individual Psychotherapy
+ Relationship and Family Counseling
¢ Gender & Sexuality
Call & let’s talk!

San Francisco
(415) 641-8890

Thailand’s CD Kick Boxer

WANTS TO GO ONE STEP FURTHER...
Written by Gregg Jones, The Dallas Morning News

BANGKOK, Thailand — To be or not to be — a man or a
woman, that is. That is the question facing Parinya Kiatbusaba,
Thailand’s famed transvestite kick boxer. And while his doctors
have their doubts, Parinya says he’s ready to take the plunge.

The cross-dressing 18-year-old welterweight met with doctors
in a suburban Bangkok hospital earlier this week in the first formal
step toward what he describes as his lifelong dream: to become a
woman. Parinya became a national sensation last year by showing
up in the ring wearing lipstick and mascara and kissing his oppo-
nents on the forehead — then leaving them weak-kneed with his
wicked left hook and flailing feet.

His antics packed arenas and attracted fans from around Asia.
He was such a hit that he was invited to strut his stuff in Japan. But
after a recent falling out with his manager, Parinya says he has
hung up his boxing gloves and plans to start a new career in show
business — after a sex change.

In laid-back Thailand, attitudes toward sexuality are ambiva-
lent. Buddhism, the predominant religion, is tolerant of gay and
transvestite lifestyles. But the doctors who met with Parinya this
week aren't ready to sign off on the operation just yet. One doctor
told a Thai newspaper that Parinya had talked anxiously about the
change and his ability to make a living as a woman.

“Personally, | do not support his sex change operation for |
want (Parinya) to live his life normally,” Supot Sumritvanitcha,
director of Yanhee Hospital in suburban Thon Buri, was quoted as
saying in Thursday's “Bangkok Post”. “To live as a woman, he
can wear makeup and women'’s clothes. If he wants to return as a
man, he can.”

Because he is legally underage, Parinya will have to get his
parents’ approval for the operation. He will also have to undergo
a psychiatric evaluation that will probe his reasons for wanting to
become a women, doctors say. But Parinya seems to be approach-
ing his life-altering event with the sort of flair that vaulted him to
international fame in the first place.

Accompanied by a minor show-biz personality best known
for her own sex change, Parinya sashayed into the hospital this
week wearing a T-shirt and his trademark lipstick, rouge and mas-

cara. Then, he smiled sweetly for a photographer as a nurse drew
blood from his left arm.

Parinya confidently predicted that he would find a doctor who
would perform his operation. He also mused about his future as a
performer.

“I think I can play any role,”” he told a Thai reporter, “but |
want to be a folk singer.”

ELECTROLYSIS

Permanent Hair Removal

* Complimentary Consultation

¢ Men & Women

e Private Office

* Days, Evenings, Saturday by appt.
¢ Shortwave, Galvanic, Blend and

Amelia James

; Multiple Probe Technique
Registered
Electrologist 707-526-4826
2700 Santa Rosa Avenue Santa Rosa, CA 95407
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GenpER FREEDOM ANNOUNCEMENT
Sarah Fox, Chief Administrator, QUILL

[QUILL] Over the years, | have been increasingly concerned
with the conditions that exist for the transgendered peoples in
several other countries. Many of you, as LGBT organization lead-
ers, have seen articles | and others have redistributed from Argen-
tina, mostly written by the Argentinean activist, Alejandra Sarda.
The Argentinean government seems to be encouraging the whole-
sale extermination of transpeople there, in much the same way as
the Nazi party did during the German Third Reich. | was reminded
of this fact recently when [ was visiting Gwen Smith’s “Remember-
ing Our Dead” page: http://www.gender.org/remember/
core.html. [ suggest you pay your respects there if you haven’t
already. It's a sobering experience.

[ noticed that several of the people listed there were in fact
from Argentina. To get some flavor of the atmosphere of terror
there, I would suggest you read the page dedicated to Ms. Mocha
Celis: http://www .gender.org/remember/people/mochacelis. html
Ower the years, I've also reported on conditions in other countries,
such as Mexico and Greece. The persecution suffered in each of
these countries has its own unique flavor and macabre character,
but the result is the same — the deaths and disappearances of
countless transpeople and the terrorism of an entire population.

Something Must Be Donel

[ know that many of you will be lobbying this year at
GenderPAC'’s Lobby Days, Sunday May 23 (for training) and Mon-
day-Tuesday, May 24-25 (for lobbying). | am angry enough about
conditions internationally, that I would like to explore means of
affecting US foreign policy towards transgender-oppressive coun-
tries. | would like to consider spending an extra day or two in
Washington lobbying on these issues.

These countries are also, more often than not, oppressive of
other groups, including especially ethnic groups and political dissi-
dents, and sometimes US foreign policy does hinge on a country’s
history of human rights abuses.

Perhaps by adding transgender grievances to the laundry list
of other grievances against certain foreign governments, we can
help to contribute to an atmosphere of urgency that would affect
relations between the US and those governments. Thus, maybe
we could help to leverage some changes in the treatment of the
transgendered in those countries.

[ suggest that we, as the US transgender community, owe it
to people who are less fortunate to try to help them. | would like to
initiate discussions about how this objective might be accomplished.
[ suggest that we could start an organization called Gender Free-
dom International that could lobby yearly in Washington after
GenderPAC Lobby Days. If you are interested possibly in spend-
ing some extra time in Washington for our international brothers
and sisters or are otherwise interested in these issues, please con-

tact me at gender.org.
REBECCA AUGE, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist
License PSY 6644 5
Individual and
Relationship Therapy
Gender Issues
3637 Grand Avenue, Suite C Life Transitions
Qakland, California 94610
510-835-9820 Psychological/Skills
e-mail: [ 20! com Assessment

Meanwhile, I've received this communication from Kim Pérez
Fernéndez-Figares of Spain. The Spanish transgender community
is on the threshold of creating some real legal and social change,
and they have asked our help in a letter writing campaign. | hope
you can spare a few minutes to rattle off an email in support. Her
letter is attached below.

FesbbddBAGaBaba

Dear Sarah,

I send to you our new report (please see “Support For Spain”
on Page 9 - Ed.), where you can see things are moving slowly -
especially, the Minister of Health (Popular Party) having said they
are “considering” the possibility of an approval.

But nothing is sure. That’s the reason we send again this re-
port, to maintain the mobilization of transgender organizations.
We need messages to the Popular Party, even if repeated, for
proving there is a public opinion with us. The transgender move-
ment is too young in Spain, our organizations are too weak, and
thus we need the international support. These days of Febniary
and March are truly transcendent for us. We have gained the pub-
lic respect with the vote at the Parliament of Andalusia; and we
cannot lose this gain with a defeat at the national Parliament. In
Spain, people are beginning to understand transsexual people;
and such a defeat would means years of work for place us again
where we are today.

So, | ask you to send this report to your list and encourage
everybody to pass it along. Thank you very much and to all your
correspondents.

Kim Perez F. Figares

r )

" to list this meeting in any helpline guides or reference materials at

L J/

New TG AA Group!

Alcoholics Anonymous Starting Soon For
Transgendered Alcoholics.
by Kristin D., Tom M. Kaiser Member

This is a meeting being started by and for Alcoholics who are
either Transsexual, Transgendered or Crossdressers as a place
where they can openly discuss the issues that affect them without
the embarrassment that may be felt in a traditional AA meeting.
We felt the need for this type of meeting to provide a place where
we could meet in a comfortable setting without the pressures of
disclosing what to some is still not common knowledge among
their peers in the community.

There is precedent for this type of meeting in AA already as
there are many professional meetings where doctors, lawyers and
other professionals meet to address their needs without the stigma
that may be felt from attending regular meetings. While this group
is primarily intended for the target group we feel that any alcoholic
in need may attend if they have a desire to stop drinking, we would
not turn away anyone in need.

Please distribute this information to your colleagues who may
know of a TS/TG person who may benefit from this and feel free

your facility so that the information is available to your staff who
may come in contact with someone seeking help.

For directions to the facility or more information, e-mail to ;

eocities.com. Where: Kaiser Permanente Medical Cen-

ter, Birch Building, 910 Marshall St., Meeting Room # 2, Red-
wood City, CA, Wednesday's at 8:00 PM, starting April 7th.




EDITORIAL
Riki Anne Wilchins

[QUILL/GenderPAC] 1t is at once sobering and heartening to
see straight news media finally giving gay hate crimes the serious
attention and space they deserve. Even the New York Times has
weighed in with repeated editorials on the vicious murders of Mat-
thew Shepard and now Billy Jack Gaither. The gay press, of course,
is filled with these stories; the HRC webpage opens with Billy
Gaither’s terrible murder.

[ used to explain to college audiences and Congress-members
alike that every four or five months another fairly straightforward,
unambiguous gender hate crime occurs. Awful as that figure is, |
didn’t know how good we had it.

Rita Hester in Boston, Chanel Chandler in California, Steve
Dwayne Garcia and Jane Doe in Houston, Lauryn Paige in Aus-
tin, Fitzroy Green in New York, Vianna Faye Williams in Jersey
City, and Tasha Dunn in Tampa... We are now averaging one
gender-murder every month. Simply put, in the last half-year, this
country has turned into a meat-grinder.

Where are the voices crying out against the murders of these
people? Is it that the violence done to Rita Hester or the sadistic
torture and murder of Lauryn Paige are less horrific? Is it that the
hatred which impelled the killer of Tasha Dunn to, in the words of
the police, beat her to her last breath any less virulent and pro-
found?

Or is it that when a hate crime occurs based on race, or reli-
gion, and now, at last, on sexual orientation, reasonable people
can reasonably hope that voices will be raised in protest? But are
six murders, or sixty murders, that occur based on gender ren-
dered mute and invisible because certain kinds of bodies and cer-
tain kinds of hate don’t matter as much? Within the queer com-

THE INTERNATIONAL HikE AGAINST HATE
July 24 - October 11, 1999

Seattle, WA to Ft. Collins, CO

[QUILL] One man wanted to hike for Matthew and others
who have died because of hate. The hike was originally planned
to begin in Alaska and go 2500 mile to Wyoming. Mrs. Judy
Shepard, Matthew’s mother wanted to join Lee Thompson in his
hike. Since then, people from other countries have asked to hike
also. The route had to be cut in half and start in Seattle because of
the amount of people who want to participate. Now over 15 orga-
nizations are participating and hundreds of people want to hike
the entire 1600 miles.

A permanent flame, the “Flame of Hope” which is an eternal
flame, will be lit in Seattle on July 24 by Mrs. Shepard, Mrs. Dor-
othy Hydjas, a member of the James Byrd family, Claudia Brenner,
and others. A relay torch will be lit from it and walked to Fort
Collins, Colorado. It will arrive 10 weeks later in Fort Collins. The
same people will lite the other eternal flame there in a ceremony.
A concert will follow. IHAVE Foundation, organizers of the hike,
invite you to join in the human rights event of the year. Come
HIKE AGAINST HATE ! Contact them at hitp://www.ihave.org

New ONLINE SO LisT!

New online mailing list for wives and SOs of crossdressers
and men who consider themselves to be transgendered; no topic
off limits. Attitudes range from complete acceptance to really
struggling. Open to women only—no crossdressers please!
Women need a place where they can feel safe to discuss these
issues. Write to Jenni at www.aluckywife@aol.com and ex-
plain a little about your situation.

munity and certainly within the straight press, we are dispos-
able people.

How many of us will need to die violently, alone, and in
terrible pain before our press, our leaders, and our organiza-
tions speak out? Perhaps they never will speak out, and some
of us will continue to pay for being gender-different with our
lives.

It is ironic that GenderPAC’s National Survey of
TransViolence reveals that the most common epithet used when
we are bashed is “faggot.” Transpeople are targeted because of
the perception that we are gay. And gays are often picked out
because they are “visibly queer,” that is, because they are gen-
der-different.

But the fine-line distinctions we draw to populate and pro-
tect the divisions among us—between orientation and gender
or between gay and queer or between you and me—are lost
upon those who stalk and prey upon us. We are all at risk, even
if only some of us count.

Ba'z[;a'ta 7 O%chsuon

Ph.D., LC.S.W.

Clinical Sexologist

Certified Sex Therapist
1537 Franklin St., Suite 104 Ph (415) 776-0139
san Francisco, CA 94109 Fax (415) 441-0936

EVERYTHING MUST GO!
LIQUIDATION SALE!

Discrete sHoPPING FOR TV/CROSSDRESSERS,
TRANSSEXUALS, SWINGERS AND FANTASY PEOPLE

* French Maids & Ouffits * Platform Shoes (Sizes 5-15) «
* Thigh & Knee Boots (sizes 5-15) « Dresses, 3-26 »
* Accessories & Makeup ¢ Various Breast Forms (including
Silicone) ¢ Exotic Lingerie & Corsets In All Sizes -

* Mailing List & Various Catalogues Available °

Foxy Lady is THE place for Gifts for all Occasions!

Store Hours: Mon-Thu: 10-6 - Fri & Sat: 107 - Sun: 11-6
2644 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94110 - (415) 285-4980
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WHaAT po LiTTLE BOOKSTORES, Big
NeTworks AND TG SupprorT GROUPS

Have in CoMmMmON?

by Veronica Smith
I'm no expert but a trend seems to be developing. If that trend
were actually to continue at the current rate, it’s hard to see how
TGSF could even exist in, what, five or ten years? However, |
suspect, at worst, membership would probably only drop to about
the number of people who actually show up at the socials. Every-
one else would just join on-line clubs and meet in virtual chat rooms.
Personally, I think it's more fun to get dressed and meet friends
face-to-face in face. But, | dunno, if | were completely closeted and
did not feel a special connection to a particular group, [ guess I'd
just surf the net.

Don't get me wrong. | don’t blame the internet for anything.
It is no more surprising that established TG organizations have lost
members to the proliferation of TG websites than that established
TV networks have lost market share to the proliferation of cable
TV stations (perhaps a poignant comparison for an organization
that used to be called Educational TV Channel). [ find the com-
puter in all of its functions faster and more convenient than the
old-fashioned way. For example, | actually have fond memories of
carefully browsing through library card catalogues, but now give
me an on-line search every time. And most folks probably regret
losing little neighborhood bookstores and even twinge whenever
they see one close, but that won’t stop them from clicking
Amazon.com.

From what | read, TGSF is not the only group suffering (al-
though it is sometimes difficult to tell since most newsletters have
a sort of cheerleader quality to them, filled only with transgenderism-
is-wonderful articles like “My First Time in Curlers,” the kind of
stuff [ usually write). But unless I'm mistaken, there aren’t that
many clubs out there that are truly growing. It is

Men CouLp Have Basies Too!

Copyright (c)1999 Nando Media
(http://www.nandotimes.com) Agence Francs-Press
LONDON (February 20, 1999 7:40 p.m. EST) - Advances in
medical technology mean men could now bear children, according
to one of Britain’s leading fertility experts, the Sunday Times re-
ported. The paper, citing a forthcoming book by Lord Robert Win-
ston, says doctors could use modern techniques to implant an
embryo into a man’s abdomen, allowing him to carry it to full term
and give birth by cesarean section.

Professor Winston, who was ennobled three years ago, is head
of the fertility clinic at a leading London hospital. “Male preg-
nancy would certainly be possible, and would be the same as when
a woman has an ectopic pregnancy — outside the uterus — al-
though to sustain it, you'd have to give the man lots of female
hormones,” the paper quoted him as saying. He outlines the con-
cept in a book due to be published in April.

Winston said such fetuses could be implanted inside the abdo-
men with the placenta, through which the baby is fed, attached to
an internal organ, such as the bowel. He acknowledges it would be
dangerous because of the risk of bleeding from the placenta, and
hormone treatment could leave the man with larger breasts.

The idea of a man giving birth was the plot of the Hollywood
film “Junior” starring Arnold Schwarzenegger, as the parent-to-
be, and Danny DeVito. If it did indeed prove possible, it could
benefit homosexual couples and heterosexual couples where the
woman could not physically carry a baby, the paper added.

The Sunday Times cited a recent case of a woman in England
who carried a baby outside the womb. The embryo made its way
into her abdomen and attached itself to her bowel, but she was
able to continue with the pregnancy without mishap. Other fertil-
ity experts quoted by the paper agreed male pregnancies were, in
theory, possible, but warned of ethical problems.

inevitable that there will be a period of adjustment

and accommodation to the remarkable phenom- | <0
enon of the quickly growing TG cyber commu-
nity. We cannot just keep doing what we did when | 450

we were the only game in town or think we should
just do more of what we did only better. The ma- | 499
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jor networks could double the number of TV shows

they produce, but it probably would not lessen the i
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cable stations’ impingement of their market share.
And small bookstore owners might extend their

\

hours, offer all the bestsellers and sell every coffee | 300
drink they can think of, but it won't stop folks
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from ordering on-line. 250
Let’s face it, local TG groups cannot com-

pete with the growing cross-gender computer com- | 208
munity, not only in interest and scope, but in ef-

fectiveness as well. When [ was at Southern Com- 198
fort, folks talked about communicating with lonely
TGs in Latvia, Estonia and even Croatia. Hearing
how such isolated folks learned they weren'’t alone
was heartwarming and inspirational. That is great outreach! Bet-
ter than TGSF ever could have done or ever could do unless we
had a more impressive presence on the web. That’s something to
think about. What if our writers put some of their past work on our
website, categorized, indexed it and limited access to members?
We've had some really good writers, like Jane Bolig and others. |
even met someone at a convention who had read Juana’s old Wife
and Times of a Crossdresser series. That series had apparently
traveled because others at the table had heard about the water
balloon incident too and [ was embarrassed all over again (thanks,
Juana). The Channel has a storehouse of material that might be
enjoyed by a larger public. If we had the means to present that
material on-line, maybe we could increase or at least maintain
membership. Some of our members might even allow to have
their pictures displayed. Perhaps Didi Mau or Lulu Blau would
oblige?
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Transphobia Root Cause
of Homophobia in AZ

PHoeNIX PARADE Bans GAy VETERANS

Written by Dennis Wagner{ pnl.com)
Republic
Provided by Jodie aol.com

A gay veterans group from Phoenix — snubbed by planners
for this year's Veterans Day Parade — has issued a new call to
battle: “Discrimination!” Wally Straughn, president of the Phoenix
chapter of the Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Veterans of America, said
Wednesday that his group is fighting mad about being banned from
the 1999 parade because one member marched in drag during
last year’s event. Straughn also said he was barred from the Veter-
ans Day Planning Committee during “secret meetings.”

But Paula Pedene, a committee member and spokeswoman
for the Veterans Administration Hospital, said the gay chapter is
not blackballed, and may be selected to march if members abide
by the rules. The dispute, like others nationwide over gay partici-
pation in parades, involves a minefield of legal and social issues:
First Amendment rights, public policy, sexual orientation and pa-
triotism. The controversy began last year after 11 members of the
gay veterans group walked down Central Avenue in street clothes,

Pedene said there were 120 entries in the parade and 30,000
spectators, but the gay vets were alone in inspiring anger and criti-
cism. “We even had people pull out of the parade because they
were in it,” she said, noting that television coverage was beamed
worldwide via satellite. Straughn was asked to serve on this year’s
planning committee by Bill Messer, chairman of the panel. But
that invitation was reversed this month when Messer sent Straughn
a pair of e-mail messages saying the committee had voted to reject
him because of the 1998 embarrassment. “The committee felt it
would not enhance the mission of the parade if you or your group
participated in the 1999 parade,” Messer wrote. “A vote was taken

Straughn said he was stunned by the rejection notes from
Messer, who had asked him to serve on the Veterans Day Planning
Committee after the 1998 parade. He said he contacted Messer
repeatedly requesting a meeting schedule but only got “the run-
around. Now | find they have been meeting behind closed doors
for two months to bar us from the parade,” he added. “These folks
need to come out of the closet, and let’s talk.”

Straughn has written a complaint letter to Phoenix Mayor
Skip Rimsza because the city is a co-sponsor of the Veterans Day
Parade. He said it was improper for a government-backed com-
mittee to hold secret meetings and to discriminate on the basis of
sexual orientation. Messer said he understands why Straughn feels
his group is a target of discrimination. “Lord, yes,” he said. “I'm
going to call Wally and try to get this thing straightened out.”

Meanwhile, Straughn said his group is willing to wear
whatever’s required in the Nov. 11 parade. “If everybody's going
to be in uniform, we'll be in uniform. We just want to be there to
celebrate with them. We're not a bunch of radical people.”

WILLIAM A. HENKIN, PH.D.
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in January and (your) membership was denied.”

Messer said Tuesday that there was no formal vote to re-
ject Straughn and that the gay vets are not banned from this
year's parade. He acknowledged, however, that Straughn was
purposely excluded from meetings. And no other group has
been notified of parade policy changes or the creation of a new
“standards committee” to screen applicants.

Pedene said the gay vets were singled out because some of
their members violated the dress code egregiously. “They came
to the parade as cross-dressers in drag attire,” she said. “None
of them came in patriotic clothing. ... All we're trying to do is
establish standards for the best parade possible.”

Parade officials stressed that the gay vets were singled out
because of their appearance rather than sexual orientation. Al-
though the event has no written dress code, Pedene said 1998
participants were told they must wear uniforms or what the
committee terms “patriotic attire.”

Straughn said that he never got that word, and that other
marchers wore civilian clothing — Gulf War mothers, beauty
queens, Olympic kids and Sheriff's Posse members in minicars.
Straughn said he believes the committee explanations are a
subterfuge for anti-gay prejudice.

His vets chapter has 25 members. Photographs from 1998
show 11 marching in the parade, and only one — Neala Lynn
Balmes, 50 — could be described as a cross-dresser. Straughn
said Balmes, who is in the process of changing gender from
male to female, always wears old-lady outfits.

“That's the real reason they don't want us in the parade,”
Straughn said. “But he didn’t dress like that to embarrass any-
body. That's how he dresses — she dresses — every day.”
Balmes said she wore a “a real common skirt” and a T-shirt
because she was “trying to dress down. | didn’t want to draw
attention.” Asked why she was in the parade, Balmes said, “|
served in Vietnam (as a Jeep gunner). I'm proud of my military

heritage. ['m also proud of being female."
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SILICONE SMUGGLERS

Smith {Brenda-
#mnrvo.co.uk)
Originally from http://www.papermag.com:80/

magazine/mag_mar99/trannieftrannie.html

Drag queens and transsexuals were, in a sense, way ahead of
our culture’s current obsession with cosmetic self-improvement.
Long before there were collagen, fat injections, dermabrasion or
acid peels, drags and trannies relied on liquid silicone injections to
help them appear more feminine. It's pretty straightforward: Men's
brows, chins and jaws are generally more prominent than women’s,
and enlarging the lips and cheekbones can help to balance these
stronger features and feminize the face. A man’s forehead is also
often squarer, and silicone injections can “pump it out” and make
it rounder. Below the neck, silicone can boost the volume in the
breasts, hips and behind. What's more, the cost, discomfort and
healing time of this procedure are all significantly less than those
of cosmetic surgery.

Silicone, in fact, has taken on a larger cultural significance in
the transgender world. Drag showgirls of the 50's and 60’s, like
the legendary Dorian Corey and the other glamour gals of the
Pearl Box Review, longing for a more wow-em-in-the-back-row
look, developed a trademark silicone-pumped face: huge, angular
cheeks; fat, puffy lips; and Jayne Mansfield curves. Glamour god-
dess Amanda Lepore, clubland celebutante and model-muse of
superstar photographer David LaChapelle, is a contemporary de-
scendant of this tradition. “I like a little freaky, you know, cartoony,”
she says of her va-va-voom voluptuousness. “Not passing like a
regular female.”

The injection of free liquid silicone directly into the body, how-
ever, is a highly controversial procedure. The primary method of
breast enlargement in the 50’s, silicone injection fell into disrepute
in the 1970’s after women reported all kinds of adverse reactions,
including movement of the silicone to other parts of the body,
inflammation and discoloration of surrounding tissues, and the for-
mation of granulomas (nodules of granulated, inflamed tissue). Even
though silicone in certain parts of the body, such as the face, is felt
by some to be less risky than in the breasts, its injection is not
approved by the FDA for any cosmetic purpose. Celebrity plastic
surgeon Dr. Joseph De Bellis explains why no responsible plastic
surgeon would inject silicone: “It's not available in this country.
For all intents and purposes, you'd have to smuggle it in,” he says.
“The administration of it would set you up for a prohibitive amount
of medical legal exposure, and on top of that, the predictability is
so widely variable that you'd have to seriously question the motiva-
tion of your patient to undergo such a risk for a cosmetic result.”

Despite such warnings, hordes of eager customers remain
motivated to get pumped, and an entire underground network of
gray-market silicone providers has developed to help them. These
silicone “doctors” operate in homes and apartments, often travel-
ing around the country to service large and devoted followings.
Lepore, who has received countless treatments over the years, has
witnessed the evolution of liquid silicone injection from medical
respectability to backroom taboo. “l used to have it done in a plas-
tic surgeon’s office,” she remembers. “But then people started
doing it this way. Usually doctors would come from other cities
and do people for a month or something.” The well-known singer
and drag performer Jimmy James has hosted her own “doctor”
when she would come to town on her silicone junkets. “Someone
will ask around, ‘Who's interested in getting a lip, tits, butt?’” he
explains. “And if Marnie [not her real name] sees a substantial
enough list, she flies down and stays at a house or apartment. And
then a stream of people just comes in.” Business, adds James, can
be brisk: “Depending on what kind of work, it’s about two people
or three per hour. If it's something simple, like lips, that procedure
is very quick, and usually within about five minutes your lips are
pumped. So she can really do a lot of people if it's just small things.”

The equipment is fairly simple, according to Lepore: “They
set up a table and they wear gloves. [There are] disposable needles
and all that. They'll just discuss what you want, the prices and
everything, and they'll just do it if they think you need it.” Prices
for injections range from $150 for lips to $450 for a shet in the
rear, dangerous curves ahead. As with any unregulated industry,
the silicone-pumping scene is marked by sharp differences in qual-
ity of service. A crucial variable is the technique of the “doctor.”
which can vary greatly, so girls rely on reputation and word of
mouth. “You have to know the person and see the people she’s
been doing,” says James. “I waited until I'd seen a lot of Marnie's
work before having my lips done.” (Marnie was unavailable for
comment.) The sign of a good silicone doctor, many girls agree, is
a refusal to offer quick results with huge injections in a single ses-
sion. The process, according to Lepore, is best done over time.
“Some people put in more, so you get better results at first,” she
reports. “But it's really not good. Less is more.” Sophia Lamar,
another star of the fashion and club scene and a self-described
plastic surgery addict, praises her silicone doctor for saving her
from herself: “The last time [ saw her, she said, ‘Don’t call me,
because | won't see you anymore. | think you have enough, and
I'm not going to put more in you.’ It's not like other people who
put silicone [in] and say come on back, and you end up looking like
those monsters with big, big cheekbones you can see from miles
away.”

Another crucial factor is the quality of the silicone itself. Ac-
cording to Chloe Dzubilo, the transgendered rock goddess who is
also coordinator of transgender services at Positive Health Project,
a service organization for people living with HIV, “There's indus-
trial [-grade silicone), which isn’t approved. And then there’s medi-
cal.” The problem is that medical-grade silicone is no longer le-
gally available in this country, which is one reason why these sili-
cone doctors are operating outside of the law. Although many
girls have nothing but praise for their silicone doctors, not all pro-
viders are so conscientious, and the potential risks at the hands of
unscrupulous hucksters include receiving too much silicone at one
time, non-medical grade silicone or even a cheaper substitute, such
as peanut oil. Dzubilo, who works with transgendered sex work-
ers, explains: “The girls [on the street] a lot of time run to get it as
fast as they can, whoever will give it to them in large sums. Be-
cause a lot of their money comes from sex work, they'll get a
chunk of money, and they’ll go, ‘Come on, give it to me, give it to
me,’ and they'll run to somebody in Pennsylvania or different people
in New York who do the industrial, which could be from another
country, or could be mixed with oil, and those are basically the
tragic cases.” Such tragedies are all too visible- and permanent,
Dzubilo adds, “Because it dents if they fall doum, it slips and slides,
honey. So 10 years later, the cheek is looking like a kneecap. And
there a lot of girls from the 70’s and early 80's that have that
going on.”

These horror stories are the darker side of a procedure that
has happy customers like James, Lepore and Lamar. “The single
greatest risk is the unpredictability of the results and the potentially
devastating complications of the injections,” says De Bellis. “I've
seen some marvelous results lips and facial creases that have been
injected that were flawless. And then I've also seen horrific, stone-
hard calcifications.” The scary part seems to be that even choos-
ing a doctor carefully and assuring silicone quality may not be
enough, for some poor results may be the result of individual physi-
ological factors. “It may be due to impurities, it may be due to the
delivery tech by the doctor,” he explains. “And it may well be due
to the patient's own body reacting. No matter what it is or whose
fault it is, it's a risk you really don't want to take, because it's
horrible to try to correct.”

Continued on Page 21
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Silicone Smugglers...

Continued from Page 20

why. cesoie all of the potential risks involved, are legions
»d transsexuals still enamored of the magic of

: is perhaps no surprise that the word of the medi-
ent carries little wexght with this margmalxzed subcul—

= zwidence concerning silicone’s risks concerns breast injec-
Zons mio genetic women, while there is little data on injections in
of men or transgendered people. “There are no statistics
ing this really oppressed group of people,” reports Dzubilo,
h weakens the evidence of danger for many girls. And then
there’s the anecdotal evidence of those who have been pumped
full of silicone and never suffered a negative consequence. “There
are zillions of transsexuals who are still alive and receiving it and
who are positive and doing great,” says Dzubilo. “] know people
who have under 200 T-cell counts and high viral loads and do just
fine. And a doctor of a very famous transsexual in New York actu-
ally believes that the silicone has helped her with her HIV because
it keeps her immune system fighting.”

And despite medical advances such as collagen injections,
liposculpture and implants, nothing beats a good old silicone shot
for bang for your buck. “The thing about silicone is that it’s so
much cheaper to have your lips done for, like, $150, instead of
the constant collagen or fat injections that come and go and cost
you hundreds and thousands to maintain,” says James. Econom-
ics may also be a factor for less affluent girls like the sex workers
Dzubilo sees. “The more they get,” she explains, “the cuntier they
are, and the more money they make.”

For these girls on the street whose wildest dreams don't in-
clude collagen shots at a Park Avenue plastic surgeon’s office,
silicone may be the only access to mainstream culture’s obsession
with cosmetic enhancement, and the promises it holds out for a
better, happier you. Dzubilo puts it succinctly: “Everybody loves
self-esteem, wants validation, whether they're transgender or
whether they’re a movie star.” More than self-esteem, silicone may
serve as a cultural marker within the transgender community. “When
the girls get together around this, it’s like a ritual,” Dzubilo contin-
ues. “Maybe it’s kind of like a tribal sisterhood thing, so that in
case you're in that shopping mall in Jersey trying to fit into that
size 10 shoe because they don’t carry a 12, and you see a cheek-
bone under that hideous lighting, you might know you’re not alone
no more.”

Economics, psychology and cultural identity doubtless all play
a part in silicone’s enduring popularity. But perhaps more signifi-
cant is the irrational side of the basic human desire to be beautiful.
Is the trannie with her cheek pumped full of silicone so different
from the steroid-popping Chelsea gym bunny or the Upper East
Side matron who'’s been nipped, tucked and pulled until she can’t
blink or smile? When it comes to our appearance, who really lis-
tens to reason? Taking risks in the pursuit of physical perfection
can be driven by a deep, even spiritual need, maintains Dzubilo.
“When you think of it clinically and medically, it loses its spiritual
aspect,” she contends. “And I really believe there’s a spiritual as-
pect to it for transgender people, and they don’t give a ___ what
the doctor says. They are in great pain about it, but they say fuck
it and go on. And they’re like, ‘Ooh, Miss Thing, | got my titties!’
And they live through their titties, they live through their bodies.
As much of a conflict as it is, it's also a solution. Dysmorphia to
euphoria! That’s one everyone should strive for, whether you're a
Chelsea queen or a transsexual or a movie star or just the girl next
door puking over the toilet.”

TPeErsoN Moves LAWMAKERS

Written by Natalie Hopkinson, Capital News Ser
vice, Alexandria Journal (from AOL TCF)

ANNAPOLIS - Scowling and hurling questions, Del. Emmett
C. Burns, D-Baltimore County, showed little mercy on the wit-
nesses who testified in support of a law protecting gay and lesbian
rights last week, including Gov. Parris N. Glendening. Then Alyson
Meiselman took her turn at the House Judiciary Committee wit-
ness table. Poised and confident, her cheeks were dabbed with a
little blush and she wore a brown tweed skirt and pastel green
sweater. A flowery neck scarf added a stylish flair. “I am a conser-
vative Jew, a private pilot,” Meiselman said. “l am an attorney. ...
And, | am a pre-operative male to female transsexual.”

After Meiselman finished her tale of being kicked out of her
son’s Boy Scout troop, seeing her client list dwindle to zero and
being denied access to restrooms, the legislators were visibly
stunned. “I have to say, I'm getting thrown for a loop,” said Del.
Dana Dembrow, D- Silver Spring, breaking the silence. “You have
moved me more than anyone else here,” Burns added.

Meiselman may have moved the lawmakers, but the measure
remains on shaky ground. Yet telling her story in such a public way
was a personal milestone for Meiselman that was 48 years in com-
ing. Born in Washington in 1951 as Alan Meiselman, she was
raised in the Montgomery County suburbs as one of five children
in a civic-oriented, conservative Jewish household. As a young
man, Meiselman loved electronics and fixing cars with his dad. He
dated girls, ran track and played softball at Springbrook High School
and the University of Maryland, College Park, where he earned a
sociology degree in 1973.

But every birthday, he had the same wish: “Dear God, tomor-
row, when | wake up, please make me a girl,” Meiselman recalled.
From age 3 on, he would steal moments alone to luxuriate in his
three sisters’ wardrobes. Only then did he feel he was his true self.
“When you look in the mirror and what you see doesn’t match
what you think, it causes you to be sad,” Meiselman said.

After college graduation, he worked at a Prince George'’s
County facility for emotionally abused children, beginning a long
career of children’s advocacy. “I saw that children’s rights were
being violated,” Meiselman said. “I thought, they don’t need a
social worker, they need a lawyer.”

He met a woman named Joan in college. Their parents knew
each other and a shared interest in jewelry making made them fast
friends. They married in 1978 and had three children, now ages
17,12 and 11.

Never forgetting his mission to help children, Meiselman en-
rolled in Potomac School of Law in Washington and established a
private family law practice in 1979. He earned national recogni-
tion for his expertise in international family law and also became
adept at settling disputes in arbitration that were referred to him
by Montgomery County judges. Meiselman said he settled 95 per-
cent of those cases.

Until April, the Meiselmans appeared to be a typical suburban
family. But to Alan Meiselman the rare moments alone wearing
his wife’s clothes left him increasingly dissatisfied and deeply un-
happy. Meiselman sat down with his wife and told her he wanted
to live as a woman. Joan cried for days, mourning the loss of Alan.
But soon, she realized that Alan never really existed. “It became
very obvious to me that this wasn’t a death,” Joan Meiselman
recalled. “I don’t have to lose this human being, this person. | love
her for the person she is as a partner. | hope we can continue to be
there for each other as partners for the rest of our life. Alan added,
“I would say that since we dealt with her feelings about things,
we've gotten much closer and calmer and a lot happier with each
other.”

Continued on Page 22
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SOFFA Voice

Provided by Rica Ashby Fredrickson
@netaxs.com)

The second issue of "Your SOFFA VOICE' is now complete.
This issue includes some great articles: One is by Loree Cook-
Daniels called ‘Growing Old Transgendered' that talks about aging
issues of TGs/SOFFAs and creating services to address these is-
sues. Another is an article by Lee Smith on id"ing as straight, lov-
ing an FTM, and dealing with the world around her.

There is also a wonderful article by Mary Boenke of PFLAG
called New Trans-Parents’ Wonderings that talks about many of
the questions/issues/reactions that parents have.

Then there is an story by a femme named Hope called “A
Stunted Conversation: When Language Obstructs”. Hope shares
about dealing with people who have no concept of what gender
really means, and.there is a great poem by a femme named Sonya
called “Domestic Bliss" as well as lots of other information like
SOFFA contacts and announcements.

This bi-monthly newsletter is NOT available via email or other
electronic resources. The cost is $10.00 student/disabled, $15.00
regular, or $25.00 for institutions. To subscribe: send check/money
order made payable to ‘American Boyz’ with your name and com-
plete address information to:

Your SOFFA VOICE, c/o American Boyz, 212A S. Bridge
Street., Suite 131, Elkton, MD 21922

NOTE: There are also free sample copies available on a one
time basis only.to get a sample copy email your name and full
address to: SOFFAUSA®@aol.com or for more information visit:
www.angelfire.com/tn/yoursoffavoice/index. htm

TPerson Moves Lawmakers...

Continued from Page 21

The couple’s 17year-old daughter similarly took her father's
announcement in stride. “Honestly, it's not that big of an adjust-
ment,” she said. “It's just a slight alteration. There is actually a lot
more communication between us now.”

After hours of therapy and family discussions Meiselman,
bought a wig, a purple, flowered sleeveless dress, and a pair of size
7 women's shoes, Doctors also prescribed women's hormones.
“Everything clicked immediately,” Meiselman said. “The part of
me that was missing was now present.”

For practical and legal purposes, Alan Meiselman, the male,
became Alyson Meiselman, the female. The operation that will
turn her into a biological woman will happen in the fall. But the
transformation took a toll on Meiselman’s career. Some lawyers
filed court pleadings alleging Meiselman was mentally unstable.
And the mediation cases that had previously been referred in abun-
dance dwindled to nothing. She now has no clients.

While her children are accepting and supportive of the woman
they call “Dad,” the teasing at school was at first very cruel.
Meiselman was stripped of her position as a troop leader for her
son's Boy Scout group and the family often gets harassing phone
calls. And when Meiselman drove with his daughter to wisit col-
leges, a police officer at a rest stop on Interstate 95 refused to let
her use either bathroom.

The public nature of her profession meant everyone knew
about Meiselman's transformation, so she was eager to come for-
ward to support the gay rights bill, which has gained a high profile
since Glendening has vigorously supported it.

But Meiselman took a brave step by exposing herself to the
public when she appeared before the Legislature. said Jessica
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Xavier, a spokesperson of It's Time, Maryland!, a 60-member
transgender group that documents harassment and violence
against members and lobbies the state Legislature. “Any time
anyone comes out and puts a human face on this phenom-
enon, they take a huge risk,” Xavier said. "She’s a very coura-
geous woman."

Xavier's group has documented 20 cases of physical as-
saults, harassment, and job discrimination over the past five
years. But attorneys won't touch the cases because the law
doesn’t protect these individuals. If Maryland passes the sexual-
orientation discrimination bills it will join Minnesota in provid-
ing the best protections in the nation, Xavier said.

Despite Meiselman's moving testimony, Burns, a minister,
won't vote for the bill, But Meiselman sees a victory in bringing
to light a world that Burns and other lawmakers otherwise
wouldn’t see. “Let me ask you this,” Burns said at the hearing.
“Are you better off today than you were before?” “Yes,” she
said. I cannot express how much better off | am emotionally,”
Meiselman said. “My children have accepted me and ['ve freed
myself from a life long struggle.”
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