


The Monarch: 
Canada's Transgender Reader 

.>~Has a JOB for YOU!!-! 
We-still need excited and exciting gals to help with our club pub'r.catloa. 

This is your chance to give back to your community. Act now: 

Director of Advertising 
So~ and coordinates advertising for TMR and X•files. The job inveiwiJcontact• 
ing l")tential advertisers, negotiating rates, supplying copy, and fol~b on 

customer satisfaction. E•mail would be helpful. Short skirt even better. 4'i:fflclpated 
workload: 10 hrs a month. Salary: twice what the editorgeti! 

Distribution Director 
Locates retailers willing to shelve TMR, negotiate prices, follow up cm .__.,.., 

issues lllld sales volume. Automobile helpful. Anticipated world 
month. Salary: three times editor's salary!U 

Writers 
Please-submit material to TMR. To do so plea.111e (ftnt ch~ 
Mlqql Alicia, at Gilbert@YorkU.ca. Or, (second choice) puJ; 
mat, MS•Word or Wordperfect and plain asdi. Or, 

hope one of our cute secretaries can key it in. If not emall, 
send it to TMR, PO Box 223, Station A. Toronto,dit 

Letters 
Please send letters! We need to know .)OU're out there, and what JOII wind Write to: 

The Pretty Clever Editor, TMR, PO Box 223, Station A, Toronto, Ont M!W 1B2. 
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~ 
Dear'[M>e: 

"' Congratulations on 9ssue 42 of the 

onarch magazine. 9t's verl:f qooa indeed. 9t 
as gratift.jinq to see that you have built on 

he pattern established in the previous issues. 1J 
'The new layout is certainlf:1 an improvement r 

rediteynthia for that). Too baa you hact to ,• 
ave black-and-white only: 9 guess cost was 
econsideration there. • 

i 
9t was thril/i~g to see my own name men­

onea, and twice at that. ,,q spedal thank you ~ 
Willi cmd Pamela. t 
ljour editorial was jt,tst right - balance(;( and 

jCOVerinq a lot of ground. >eeqards to all the 

itrectors anct keep up the gooa work! 
Disa 

(Ow sorely missea past MSC NL eaitor.) 

Dear '[MR: 

9've afways enjoyed receiving the MSC 
newsletter. but this last issue really ho'Niecl me 
over. 9 can only guess at the hours of work and 
effort that went into producing it. My bonnet is 
off to l:fOU ancl Gjnthia and all your helpers. 

Huqs. Carole 

:!iE:m~ ~I'!~ .. -.. ~ 9}WH~,~~w,,~~~ 
mailed to ~ Hencterson: Wecorresponclecf regularly from 1910-1980 and 

P.O. (Jox 223. became quite Close.,. 9 miss [.ynda ancl think of her every 
Station t'I. Toronto. ~ week.· .Cynda, 1f11ou're out there, qet in touch with us, 416. 812-

Ont f6819, ancl we'll pass on Ms. Wilkins address. 
M5W1(J2. 
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EDiTORIAL 
J/ie Sum o/ _Af f Jt6 )~rf6 

Noneoftl(; has~. io a deliberate and conscious 
way, to become a cross dresser or be transsexual or 
transgendcred. rrs sometlling that happened, ma)'1>e 
when we were very youni. maybe a little bit later. But 
none of us ever sat down and thought, "Well, heck. I 
think I'll just make my life incredibly difficult and 
eomplic.ated by being tranSgendertd." None of us are 
that stupid. and, anyway, it's just not the sort of thing 

one makes a choice about. 

Since we are all b'ansgendered to ooe 
degree or another or another we all 

1uffcr lbc slings and IUTOWS, the 

approbation and disapproval, of 
mainstream societ)', Leaming 

to overc:ome th.is, to disown 
the self-h&1e, feelings of 
shame. despair and loneu­
ne:s.:s takes o. Jong time and 
much self-exploration. It 
is made immeasurably 
easier when there is 
help. This help can 
come from your partner, 
your friends, thempisc.s. 
or your support group. 

A clob like 
Xpressions exitts to 
assist its members 

llecome more and more 
comfortable with who and 

what they are. We are here 
to help each other under­

stand. cope with. and explore 
OUI involuntary b'ansgender 

nature, and learn to live with self­
respecc and dignity. Jn this issue you 

wiU find several articles wrinen by 
members relating lhcir own struggles and 

sharing their personal outlooks. These are precious 
gifts, and I hope you enjoy them. 

You will ulw fwd the fasd.natil\g roJumns. Smalls 
and Hot Buzz. Smalls is culled primarily from Dallas 
Denny's AEGIS-News service transmitted over the 
lmtmet, and offered free co everyone in the TO world. 
Hot Buzz. is written each month by JoAnn Roberts for 
Renaissance News& Views and her CDS web site. She 
kindly lets TMR cull juicy bits from each month •s co]• 

urm. Deep thanks to both Dallas and JoAnn. 

Much of this magazine is written by Xpresslons 
members. Adrianne, Laura, Glen, Sheila. Roxy and I 
have all contributed, so that TMR is not merely a eom• 
penalum of clippings from other magazines. At the 
same time we ha,•e tried to find the most interesting bils 
and pieces from the world-wide TG community. 
Thanks go 10 my cllanning secretaries Adrianne and 
Melissa W. for cheerful and prompt transcription help. 
And, of course, without our beloved Cynthia, TMR 
would still be a typed, su,pled and graphic-less hand• 
out. 

When you read this issue, do be aware of bow much 
work and cffon bas gone ioto it. Not because I or any· 
one else involved wants praise or thanks, but because it 
might make you wonder wha1 you can give, wlu.t you 
can contribute to you.r club. The work involved in nm· 

ning Xpressions, includes mounting dinners, producing 
X-Ftles and TMR, putting on events, keeping track of 
rncmbcn, Hasing with other organizations, nrrnnging 
shopping excursions, dealing with finances and bank­
ing, answering the telephone, setting up the new club 
house. pe.rticipating in otbcr TG events. searching for 

new members, answering mail and queries .• organizing 
speaker and discussion evenings, and on and on. This 
is o.ll done by volunteers. For you. 

More will be needed. We are growing, Every time 
we acquire a new member, there is one less lonely TG 
souJ in the world.. Every time a new go.I (or guy)joins, 

someone has taken a step toward self-respect and per­
sonal growth. When you help yoUI club you are help­
ing all 1bose people who. like yourselves, would other• 
wise be alone. 

What can you do? WeU, if you read tbe Accessories 
section you may ~ a numbef of ca.11~ for as.si~a.na. 
On the inside cover you will see that we still need a dis­
tribution person and an advertising director. AS the 
1998 IFGE comes closer the need for gal-power will be 
enormous. Even just attending events like dinners. or 
Divine Lake and Pillar & Post, writing a Jeuer to the 
editor, <r befriending a new member are all ways of 
showing yoUI commitment. 

We need you. We need your energy, your wannth, 
your kindness. yoUI wisdom, and your time. Don't 
hold back. Get involved. I promise you will reap more 
than yo• sow. '( 



Weu summer ha, fin•lly 
al'(ived and like all of you, my sum­

I mer wardrobe is out. The sun and 
warmth are marvcUous, allowing U$ 

to unwrap ourstlves from cocoons of 
winter coats, sweaters and boots, and 

enjoy all 1he wooderfuJ colours and 
styles of Summer '96. I only wi•h !hat tho 

Canadian summer would last longer lban 1he 
few brief months allotted to us by mother nature. 

Althouah some Xpressk>ns activities tako • nwch do:$eavcd re:ii:t 
during lbe summer, (like our ~ized shopping eveats,) the 
Board and it's commiuees have been hard at wort planni"8 events 
and opportunities fot •IJ members. 

If yoo're reading this column. that meam you have the mosi 
recent issue of The Monarch. Iso'1 it juSI amazing? My wig is off 
10 editor-in-chief Miqqi Alicia and production and design chief 
Cynthiaforplllting out a troy Canadian ro mag.,ineaJI members 

of XPRESSIONS will enjoy. Not surprisingly every copy is ,one. 
and the reaction we have received is overwhcbning. The entire run 
i• ~Id out? ?•c Monarch Is you magazmc, so all of you budding 
wn1ers (fictJoo or non) send yoar con1rihu1ion 10 our editor and let 
your community get 10 know you. 

To updare all of you oo the IFGE '98 convention, in June I 
auendcd the '96 Be All in Dcooil. There J made the formal pre­
sentation, on behalf of XPRESSIONS and our other Canadian TG 
sisters and brothers, to the IFGE Boord of Directors in support of 
our b,d to ha"" IFGE bring their 1998 Convention to Canada, (and 
for those of you who know me, to pany). Many !honks to Nancy 
who came with me 10 the meeting. The IFGE Board selected 
Toron1? as _the sire for the 1998 Convention! Alison Lang, 
Exccut1vt Ducctor of lFGE is truly cxcitc:d abou1 this decision. 
She is looking forward to meeting many of you at our clubhouse, 
The Doll.I House, in early September when she is here to inspect 
possible hoccl venues for tile '98 Convention. (For details check 
your Xpressions X-Filcs.) 

I have writlCn to the other Canadian TG organizations 10 seek 
their involvement in making this a 1ruly Canadian TG event. The 
Xpressions Boord is most intere3led in hearing from anyone who 
would like to volw11ecr to hdp out on our local organization com­
mittee. Don't be shy, we would like to hear from you, and ve,y 
much need your paniclpat1on to make this event a success. 

T?osc who attended the Nicla Miller workshops in June, hud a 

spec,al opponuoi1y to learn and grow through inleraet.ion wi<h one 
of the very special people in the TG community. Niela's re<:enlly 
~leased book Counsellors in Ocndcrland ls a must reae1

1 
(my copy 

IS already well-thumbed). Niela thanks all those who panicipoted, 
and hopes to return to Canada again next year. Much thanks 1o 
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Paddy Aldridge and Wildside for the use ot their meeting facilities 
for the event. Paddy has been a long time supporter and influence 
on the TG conmunity, and I am sure many of you have enjoyed 
shopping ru WlJdS1de. Many of you arc not awtre that Paddy has 
donated a weaJth of archival material for our Xprc&sions library. 

We b-Opc to have the ma1erial indexed and available at the Dolls 
House for your use. (Are there any budding librarians out there 
willing to put in a few hours on this project?) Many thanks Paddy 
- we all love you!. 

You will have seen in the most recentX-Filcsa "casting call" for 
1bc Sunshine Fouodation Fund raiser, November 30, 1996. This 
will be• fun event and any of yoo who have tllought of showing 
yoor skills al perfonning, wai11essing, or just want to •set out." this 
ts your chance. This will be a wonderful opportunity for 
Xprc .. ioos ,o outreaob to general oommunity, and the ladies at the 
Sunshine Foundation are jutt thrilled with our involvement. 

Speaking of outreach, my wig is off again to all the ladies of 
Xpress,ons who "manned" our booth at the Pride Day 
Celebntion,. Every Xprcssions brochun: was gone, all TO 
Menace T-shirts sold, and many people visited the booth to find ou1 
more about who we are. Our prcsaic,c and panicipation in events 
•udJ as Pride Day Is critical to ensuring that the TG community 
takes it's place alongside other marginalized commu.niti~ to assen 
our riglts to fully express ourselves regardless of gender or sexual 
orientation. Leslie Feinberg in her lllO$I recent book, Transgcnder 
Warrior, (a must read.) .. id i1 best: '"!be glue 1ha1 cemc111s these 
diverse commllllities together is !he defense of the right of each 
individual to define themselves". 

The quc,.1 for our tights is somClbing to which Ariadne Kane 
(our special guest at Sprins Fling '96,) bas dcdicO!cd more than~ 
years of her professional life. lier achievements and contributions 
were recently m:ogoizod at a special testimonial evening in 
Boscon. On bcbaJf of Xprcssioas and all our Camdlan TG sisters 
and brouers, and as a dircaor of the Outreach I nstituJe for Gender 
Educati<Jn, I anended and brought our greeting and thanks. Ariadne 
sends her love to au of us. 

By now you have all seen in the TMR and X-Files the 
announcements of the Mardi Gtas e•ent at Divine Lake .. Oct. 4-6. 
1996. We are expecting a record tum-out and Wilimena, Donna 
and the rest of the organizatioo prom1$e an eveJJt to be remem­
bered. This e,-ent is beine specially desie,,ed a< a kind ofTG/Cros, 
dresser "boot camp," with sessions on everything fiom Drag IO I to 

makeup, fashion sense and comportment. For those of you less 
experienced, it is a ''no1 to be missed" opportunity to learn, md for 

lbose more experienced, it's an opponunity 10 pick up new ideas 
and share with your sisters. I Look forward to seeing you all there, 
so pick up lhc phone and make your booting now. '( 

Much love to all my TG sisters and brother;. 

from the> keasurer. 

FtrSt let 01C tellyou:tballl)avebee\l ban- "' 
dli.11g ll•!i'tll•adcesof ~1eolul),.slllJ01J1<, Ea~ 6f ,, 

._ 't 1994. when Wi>firs1 stal'led x'prcss[oas., A-fihat umc \ 
S 35.00 per merolicr ~ like a good1i,dea, j11. fact. I 

4.,,, remember an arutiaJ~ :S0.00 from each &,ooderwas sugges1• 
ed just to ge1 the club started. However, with the enthus1ast1c 

response from the 1mtial charter members and a (table napk<n) budget 
the finances were sa. The $36.00 du~-became a bench mark. 
We set goals for 1he club, each 10 be gained as lhe club grew. For example, ~ 

Janet initially offered 1he use of her PO box. Yolana 'discreetly photocopied ~ 
ncwslctt~rs from her work, as v.-ell as publhhiog her home number as a hollJ.ne. Today, ~ ] 

Xpressions has it's own PO box, Voice Mail, and 1he Newsleners and Magttine are sent to ~'-1, 
a printer. 
As the club grow-5, we find ourselves with new and exciting goals such as the TMR and the Doll's 

\

House. Ex.pans.ion of the voice mail as wel I as outreach are issues that have been discussed. All of these 
costs money. Lei me crunch some numbers for you. The estimated cosr of the newsleuer and maga­

tine is approximately S 3000.00 per year, divide Ibis by 100 members - $30.00 per member. But 
this does not include outteach, PO box, voice mail, telephone coses, and so on. Remember, 

The Monarch Reader, which was not factored into tbe original budget, is about 2/3 of tha1 
publication oost. So on July 22, 19961 the bourd voted unani.mousty to increase the 

dues to $50.00 per yeru. This decision was based on a carefully thought ou1 
budget-not one scribbled on a table napkin. Effective January I, 1997 this 

~,; will bo th(. cost of new and rcnow<>d mcmb<:rships, 

' 

Anyone who cannot afford 10 continue membership should con-
tllCI me personally through the hotline. We will discreetly 

come up with a solution. 
Let me lell you that I am very excited about this 

~ ~ club and it's future, with our upcoming events, 
'f. l\l'ld with the new o.od dynnmjc people who 

a.re joining and getting involved. There 
is only one direction I can see lbe 

'1 ~. club going .... forward! '( 

~- by Victoria, 
'If, Treuu.r<r 



catch 
myself 

daydreaming. 
Not a good time 

to be prcoc:c:upicd, 
traveling as we arc at a 

rate of speed well above 
the legal limit for Onttrio's 

highway 401. Suddenly more 
aware of m)" SWToo.ndings, [ heu th~ 

soonds of Michelle Wright's One T°1D1e 
Around emanating from the CD play­
er. J case off the accelerator, letting the 
car coas110 a more sedate 120 km/h and 
engage the cruise control. 

I glance over at my passenger. 
Staring .straiglu ahead, she appears to 
be deep in thought, her mind miles 
away. She looks great, dressed in her 
onnge format. classy high hur,, dyna­
mite make-up. A faint smile forms OD 

her lips, o.nd .. •he rums her bead 
towards me, I swear J can see a twinkle 
in her eyes partially hidden by the sun­
glasses. 

"What're you looking at?" She 
ask.<. 

Rather than answering I reach over 
ond uake bold of her hand, and rerum 
my attention where it belongs. lhe road. 
Sbe squeeze, my hand softly. 

We're on our way to a wedding. 
Friends are tying the knot today, and 
prut of our preoccupation has to do wilh 
wbo our they are. 

I first met Tony and Julie at Divine 
Lake. during Monartb's Mnroi Grass 
'95, except that Tony was introduced 10 
me as •nna: We- found to have ax,re 
than a few things in common that week­
end, and ludtily we lived not too far 
apan. Later, my partner MarieTherese 
(MT) and I had the opportunity 10 gtt to 
know o~n" new ftiends better. 

Tony and Julie had met while in 
Un.iversity. At some point in their 
oounship, T°llla had revealed her.;e.[f to 
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Julie. 

_,y January, I stopped •• the 
Wildside Boutique in Toronto on the 

way home, and picked up a number of 
books and periodieals. Once home and 
unpacked, I spen1 the next couple of 
days sequestered~ reading I.hue publi• 
cations on the subject of transgen­
dcrism. After a lot of soul searching 

Rather 
than bolting 

for the ocx.t 
county, Julie 

researched the subject 
of transgenderism thor­

oughly, and wrote a paper for 
psych class. The research 

brought Julie to the conclusion that 
Tl.Ila' wru an Ultcgrnl po.rt of Tooy, a.ud 
that a lot of the qualities she liked in 
him were attributable to Tina. 

On the forty minute trip to the 
chun:h, I had ample opportunity to 
reflect back on my o .... n relationship. 
Unlike Tony, I had not told my bride-to­
bc about my Tgism (hell, twenty-three 
years agol didn't even lcnow the proper 
tenm). Pemaps I thought it would go 
away once I got rrwricd. Little did I 
koow the feelings would only get 
•"<>nger, l'onunately for me, MT 
proved to be, if not a fully undemand­
ing spouse, then certainly, a supportive 
one. Through the fi11.t ~even or to yea.rt 
of our marriage, the dressing and 
changing, to the point of honnones and 
electrolysis, continued. That came to • 
sudden, or perllaps not so sudden, halt 
Al tha1 point of time" we each needed to 
sttp lnck, re-group, and dt<ide what 
direction each of us needed to take in 
order to be assured a happy and fruitful 
life. The summer of '82 proved to be 
the turning point for us. We, each on 
our own, decided lhac we wanted to 
share our lives together. I itoppod tak­
ing hormones, and discontinued elec­
&rolysii. w~ cooccnuated on getting re,. 
acquainted, and building our first busi­
ness together. 

Adrianne and MT live and work in 
Ontario. Thcy'U celebrate their 1wen1y­
f:econd wedding a.nn.ivenary tater this 
year.The only concession 10 'feminini­
ty· I allowed myself was in my choice 
of undergarmenu and sleepwear. 

Life was great We made good life 
panncn. Friends would corrunent that 
we spent more time together than the 
average couple. Livmg. 'Nor.king, and 
yes, sleeping together. lt was a IOI of 
togetherness. 

Then I hit the wall. Christmas 
almost two year.; ago, forty something, 
despite being .1uccc:::ssful In business and 
happily married, I fell into a deep 
depression, the worst I bad experienced 
in years. Re1uming from a vacation in 

and long talks with MT, we agreed that 
Adrianne could DOI be denied. 

I grew m)' h:lir long. hl\d my cus 
pierced, and MT helped me shop for a 
suitable wardrobe. I joined tbe 
Monarch Social Oub, and made plans 
for Adrianne to go to Mardi Gr.us. As 
a result I met a great many like myself, 
and became good friends with a few. 
Tod.\y we we.re to wimtSS tbe wedding 
of a young couple we'd grown quite 
food off. 

We met up with the groom outside a 
small country cburth about a half hour 
before the ec.remony wa..s to begin. 
Tony looked great, we shook hands, 
lhen hugged. A great c!eal of emotion 
passed between us. I fell happy for 
him. 

Julie looked positively radjant corn-­
ing down the isle OD !he arm of her 
fatha. At the altar, they slOOd on high 
ground facing their family and friends 
as they exchanged their vows. At one 
poinl during this exchange, when they 
pledged we sbaU be a, one. sharing 
everything ... we sball never part, 1 
swear, I saw Julie wink at Tony. Al 
that, MT whispered in my ear 'until 
we're no longer able to fi1 each other', 
clothes.• We smiled at each other, and 
sat a littJe closa-. 

After the ceremony, we bugged and 
l<tssed our newly married <XJUple, and 
stood back while they basked in the 
limelight of the moment 

Thai evening, after we bad :shnred a 
wonderful meal, I had a private 
moment with lhe t>ide OD the dance 
floor. Julie, already chMged into her 
traveling outfi~ smiled and winked, 
then a,kcd, "Do you tJunk Tony will 
like this outfit?" 

All I could do was smile back, bug 
her and answer, 0 He'll love it." 

During our drive home that nighL 
or was it early the next morning, MT 
and I held hands, not sayiog much. 
Boch of us, in our own way have said a 
silent prayer fa these two. Hoping 
they would find their love enduring no 
matter what lay ahead. 

Tony and Julie, we love you both. 
Best wishes on your journey together. 

'( 

phemism 
lingerie. h 
ists of 
briefs from 

the TG 
world. Some are 

urgent and rcques:t you write a letter or 
send an email if you can. Othtn: :ue 
simply inic,csting or ,musing, but they 
all show how-our TO world is so very 
coonected. 

Gay & Lesbian Centre 

Opens for Olympics 
Atlanta, GA (EGCM) A gay aod les­

bian Visitor's Center will open in 

Atlanta in Jwie lo welcome the thou.­
sands of visiton coming to the city 
during the summer of 19%. The ide3 
fa the Visitor's Center wa, offered by 
Atloiut Mayor Dill Campbell's Senior 
AdviS()I)' Committee from the Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual and Tolnsgender<d 
community as a result of the group's 
ongoing dialog with The Allan1a 
Commiucc for the Olympic Comc.s 
regarding the netds of lesbian and gay 
members of Ille Olympic family. 
Negotiatioru an: in the final slllge for 
th• Cecicr 10 be located just outside the 
Olympic Ri.ng i,, the Center Stage 
facility at 1374 West Peachtree Stll:CL 

In addition lO the OJympic Games, 
the Center will also welc<rne visitors 
to Atlanta during the Paralympics, the 
Na.tion&.I Black Arts Festival, Atlan1a 
Pride, Hotlanta River Expo. and Blad< 
Gay Pride, all taking place be1we<n 
June a»d September of 1996. 

The 1996 Atlanta Games mart the 
""' rime 1h:u :u1 01)1"1"pic ho.u city·i 
gay and lesbian community has come 
rorward to add.re;s the needs or Jesblan 
and gay athletes and coaches, and 
danestic ml international visitors. 

(AEGJS,,News] 

Fishy Geuder Benders 
Herc is a.oothcr aouoal example of 

adaptit1g to social pressure. Imagine 
that you are a mAJe gobi fish. peaceful­
ly swimming w;m your harem in the 
tropical waters off Okinawa. Then 
comes along o. more aggR:ssivc male 

(or a eouervative state legislator). 
What 10 do? You spontaneously 
c:-hange sex, th3es what 

Scientists say thal if S(lmetbiag hap­
pens 10 lbC new dominant male, the 
ir.tossexu.al female reverts to being a 
male. Biologist Manhew Grober of the 
Univ~rtity of Idaho bat been studying 
Ille fish. Re has told a meeting of the 
Society of Neuroscience tha1 the gobi 
are ooe of the three. species who can 
change sex repeatedly when cin:wn­
ttances require it. He s.aid the discov­
ery is significa,11 because the regi011 of 
1.be fish ·s brain involved io the $CX. 

change is the wne region linked 10 
11at1»exuality in human, Grober bas 
been able co induce the sex changes in 
lhe laboraio,y, whe .. it has discovered 
that lhc fiSl have ii l:cttcrthanhumm.s, 
The average gobi transition takes just 
four days, and someaccomplis.hed it in 
IWO. 

[Grober wants JO experimen1 on 
hwnllll,, /u1y ,olWllC<N? Il<l,J 

Eurorourt Protects TGs 
The Eut()pean COllrt h~ ruled lh11t B 

TO individual who WM dismissed after 
undergoing SRS w,.s unfairly tre>te<I 
md must be reinstated. The coun of 
justice has decided that the directive on 
equo.l tre4tm.Cot for mco o.nd women 
precludes dismbsal or • U>nssexual 
because tbe person conremed under­
went a gender reassignment 

The Coon's reawning: The pri.n:ci­
plc o( equal treatment 'for men and 
women• to which the directh·e refen 
means that tberC should be ·no dis­
crimination whats0evcr on ground, of 
sex. Moreover, Lbe right not to be dis­
crimin:1;red Qga,inJ,t Otl grounds of sex is 
one of tht fundamental human rights 
whose observance llJ: Cuu.n bas a Wty 
10 enrure. 

Acoordingly, lhe scope of the direc­
tive tannot be confined timpl)' to dis­
criminatioo based on lhe fact that a 
pel'$00 Is of ooe or olbersex.. ltl view or 
its purpose and the nature of the rig)lts 
which it seeks to safeguard, the scope 
of tht directive is also such as to aR)ly 
t0 discrimination arising, as in this 
case, from lhc gender rcassigrunem or 
the person concen1ed. 

Such discrimination is based. essen­
tially if not exdusi\ely. on the sex or 
the person concerned. Where a person 
is dismissed on the ground that he or 

she intends to underg~ or has mder• 
gore, gender reassignment be or she U 
treated unfavourably by compari«,o 
with pc15ons of the sex to which he or 
she wa$ deemed to beloog before 
Wldergoing gender rea,sigruncnt. 

!AEGIS-News] 

TG Law Conference 
by Vicky Kolakow,ki 13ay Arca 

Reporter [exccrpttdl 
More thaD 80 tranSgcndered, and 

.supportive noo-uansgendered, attor­
neys and acijvisu from three conti• 
nents gathertd in Houston Tex.as for 
the Fift.b Anl'luaJ Tram:gen legal con­
ference, sponsored by the International 
Conference on Tra.rusgcndct Law and 
Employment Policy, Inc. (JCTLEP). 
This year's event was the .largc5t and 
mos:I diverse in the CCJnfen:noc·s fi~ 
year hiSIOI)', 

bi additfoo to lho U$Ua1 rcpo,u Oil 

the development of the law in subjecu 
relevant to tMSgenderpeople, fuch as 
insurance law, medical law, and inter­
national law, the conference for the 
first lime held spccifie panel discus• 

sions on isstlCS regarding fcmale•tc>• 
male (fun) transgendered people, 
transgendered people of color. and 
non-transsexual members of the IJ'atlS• 
gender eommunity. 

Lesbian feminist law professon 
Mary Coom~s of tile Unlvershy of 
Miami. and Elvia Arriola. of the 
University of Texas a1 AUSLin argued 
that i.sues of gender, &ex and sexuality 
are connected, and should be addressed 
by lesbian feminists and tr.lI!sgendere<l 
people alike. 

"Just as Adrieone Rich noted the 
compubory nature of heterosexuality.,. 
argued Coombs, "transgendered peo­
ple have cxp:ricaced \he compulsory 
natllfC of ge1der. Those comp,Jlsory 
rules are io"rtwined, as dykes and 
effer:nin:ue men know, 20d an ourcom. 
munities-gay, lesbians, feminis1s, 
ttailssexuals and other Lrallsgeodete<I 
people have a common strue.gle 10 free 
ourselves from these compulsions." 

Even the mnference'i l\:acial events 
had a political edge. The cooferencc ·, 
annual dinner recogn1ze<I Bridsh law 
professor Srephcn Whittle, an fan 
anorney and activist. as wen as IJ"aflS• 

geoder lobbyists Sarah O.Palrna of 
Texas and Jessica Xavier of Ma.rJland, 
who bead IOQJ off.iliatcs of lhc nat.ion• 
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ti tnnsgenclcr politi~ group It', Tune 
America! LO addhion 10 tho annual 
dmner, • rilllll declamg a DcclantiOD 
of Gm:ler Liberty wu bddon Ji:ly 4th 
dfflng Hotulon •s annual rw"'Od..s dis­
play. 

··'Tbi.s yetr·, confcrenco was an oul• 
Slandi.ag SICCCSS.. exclaimed Texas 
lllOm<y Phylli1 Raodolpl> Ff)<, 
founda and e.eeutive 4ueccor ol 
ICTLEP. "Our worltsbops on lhe coo­
CCfTIS aod rM!Cd" of people d color and 
IS men (11111) in Ille IIllDllgcndcr com­
mJllity rau!led ii unp<eedcnlt:d par-
1.cipation in nun"ben: and con1ent by 
people or color ll>d IIICll. I c:crta1nly 
•bo learned thing~ I aldn'1 know 
before, espcdally eboot lhc legal needs 
of the r.oo-bal1"ellual.s, thal IS lbe bet· 
e_ro,e.xua) C"l'K~Hen anJ tht PY 
dng. e.,.,n IM>Ugb I've been pro,idins 
advocacy Of legal iervtceli and c:duta· 
1ion tD the transgtndcr COIM'IUJ\ity for 
o\Cr two decades." 

(AEGIS-ll<wtl 

Turkish Cops Tell TGs 
to Disappear 

Turkish poli<e muscled into 
lswlbul's <Ing bars J..,. 10 10 warn 
Turkish lnnl,Cnders DOI 10 ""' up • 
boolh at th~• month's lDtcmationaJ 
UnilCd Nations ei&y $W'UUJI. Instead 
the boolh. docor1led with py rigjns 
sklgans. stt anp<y amoeg th< hundreds 
of other boollu. ·we eould not come 
b«.ause of ..... ,ays a sing Jc tinnner that 
acbvisu Jef't deliberately u1tinbhed. 
Oanet De=, a spobspcnon for a 
1'lmldsll trus..- group of lOOO 
manben. claims Polict ha\C totehed 
1he homes or lhret uansgcnilcrs in an 
efTon to mab lho comMunity ia the 

wonls d the poha,- "disappear" dur­
ing me cooferenc:e. Maoy mtmbers of 
lhecommU111ly ba,e left lhe d1y or are 
hiding • the homes of friends, Oomir 
Hid. 

(Amcricu Educauonal Gender 
tnforn,IIIJOII Service, lne.l 

Cops Get Ttheir Woman 
LOS ANOELES (Rcu1<>r) • Police 

believe Ibey bave their nw, 111 a 17-
year-old Souu Carolina lollir&, •ICtJl' 
t~ suspcci ic now a woman VaJe,rie 
Nicole Taylor, who poLice believe •sed 
10 be Fr«ldlc l..e< lwmr. pleaded DOI 

gui~ "' m..-dcr TbUBday, but the 

10 1MR ._..,.•Fall lJ6 °1- 43 

judgev,asconfused even tiougl, police 
say llngerpnnis prove !NI she Is, or 
was. a he. 

Judge Jacob Adaj1111 rdcm,ol to Ille 
dcfenun~ who wore little nuwup ud 
has loog brown hair, forst as "Valerie 
·n.yl(J(' and later u "Mr. Tomer." 

At !he beann• in lo< Anaeles 
Muniripol Cowl, Adajian decLned ., 
•• Nil aod in ~ l)C".Ulime:, n)'IO..­
was being held 11 1 "omeo's pnoon. 

(REllTER via AEGIS-News( 

Woman Fools Jailers 
DeKalb Coanly (GA) j11lers 

lramed this wcet tha1 a person hooked 
oo aulO lhefl charges and lleld in the 
raata dormitory for more lhm '"'0 
n:onths is actually an 18-ycar-o.d 
-,iu. 

Tht misidentific11ion of Sydney 
Samaucll Milcbcll began when 11 

DtKaJb police officer arrested her 
ilulcb 26 md '1ll<d 001 lbc incidctt 
rcpon descnbdlgber IS. black mllc, s 
f,,:1 11 inches tall and wrighina 235 
pounds. The officer took lier 10 the 
nale booking a:rtL 

Jlll officials di>COVtffll the emr 
e>l'lier lhis """°" wbeo a c:o.mty pmn­
al coordina1or uuerviewtd ooe or 
Milchcll's family membert and itpcao­
edly rd'e:ned to MitcM!ll "'"ith l'IMC~ 
Ille pt1ft0Ull$, Oieallwn sa:d. 1\e .. ~ 
al.l\-C I.hen said .MilCtlal WU a woman. 

(Chris1y Oglesby ,Allanll• 
Joumal/Con11iMion I 

Court Strikes Do'l\n 
Anti-Gay Amendment 

Wa>bing100., DC, May 20, 199(5 ... 
Today lbe Supreme Court ruled 

aplMt Colorado's Amendment 2 The 
de::itiort \lt'IS 6 to l wilh Jm1icea 
Kmnedy, Gmsbtrg. Sooter, B:e)e~ 
O'Co.rnor. a.,d Stevens ruUog ag.almit 
Amendment 2, snd Jusiice• Rchnquis~ 
Saba, and Thomas clwenling. The 
mtuur?. "ould have amtnded 11w 

Colorado state oom.sutu:ion 10 0Vtt1um 
ex.11cmg proiection.:1 •ca.inst di5"1ml• 
naiion b.ased on stxual orie11tatio11 and 
proh1bi1 me pass"l!e or any such pro­
le<aion ID the fullft. II wa, ~<,«I h) 
ma,oriry vo« in 1992. 

(AEGIS-Ncw1) 

TS Belly dancer 
CA tRO. Egypt A m.ao who uodc,--

went a sex clill!lge and now wotb u a 
bcUy dancer was se•tcnced 10 a month 
in pttlOft 'luesd2.y (or performSl.g ui an 

- COSlllne snd mkiag lewd 

""''"'· Tiie dancer, known ooly as Sally, Is 
well-known in Egypt. She was a ror­
mer medinJ 1tladient •t F.gypc', COOMr 
Yllbvo Al•Azlm Uuvenity, but was 
e,pellc:d following her opcntion In 
1989. She sued lhe univc .. ity but loSI, 
prompting a debale in Egyptian nows­
pape:r, c,vtt tht ethlcc « sex<hua&• 
opcraions. Ha COSIUrlle WU DOI dis• 
closed Tuc>do). bul Judge -
Hegui sax! ii wu part of an act thal 
included "vulgar. sexually arousmg 
moveme:nt1'" d\l'ing an appearance 11 • 

ru,llltlub. 
Delly d.moco, ""'"' of wbom wn 

lhc oquivtlenl of h•nd"'1s of thou­
sands or dollars • year, .,.. a fixrure of 
Cairo nipl:life. But police ha\.-e ott•­
sionally analed e..,. fanom dancm 
for-1icing Oft~• la.pt or IOU(b­
ing lbem. 

(AEGIS-New,;] 

Argentive TVs Punished 
Sb.ty A,uentinc tnnwestites: &mtl• 

•d in the city of Ro,ario were pu1 on 
probotion May 12 and ordered to clc,an 
ll>d repm tie police ullOO where they 
are urually dclamcd, reports c:onc­
sponden1 Alejandrt Sam They vii). 
la1ed 1 ciry law lha1 prohibiis dressing 
- th,o opposite ,C.A. 

Rosano·• Colttti\/0 AJco his ud 
me AUOCIICIOD Tra,esw: ArgeDWW 

held a pre,s cmfen:nce 10 dcoounce 
the sentences and wam lhat the trun~ 
vestitet would be vcrb&U), pb)'sic..Uy 
md sexually ablsed II the police SU· 
lioo. 

(AECIS-News] 

"Priscilla" Get Dragged 
Into TV 

LO)IDON (Vanay) • 1\e hu 
Au,tra1Jan drag queen m:)\'lC "'"'llle 
Advenrur,s of Fnscilla, Oucen or tile 
Desert' IS being tum<d inlO a TV sit• 
com 

The sp,noff m1y be aboll lhrec dt1g 
queen~ who ICC '"Priscilla~ and 
become convin«d that ii ,s based on 
lbem. The mo-ric's crellll)r Sicpllan 
Elh011.came up with 1M' idea tall~. 

and is due todclNertlie fin1 lhrechalf• 
hour a::ript• 10 London-based Working 
Tide Telovisioft ii.\ \N next C<WJ)IO of 
.ukJ. Toe IDIIW idea i, ., do ... 
eptJC>des. Worklng 1'llc i> o.,,it<1 by 
Poly(lnun, which financed lhc rnovl<. 

(Rcu1ers/Varic1y via A.B,}S-News] 
Hair Removal Lruicr 

BEVER.LY, MuL, April 9 -
Palomar Mcdictl -nchndogie•, Inc. 
(NN<l,q: PMTI) today onnounced lh:11 
i" ,obsidiary, Spcc1rum Medical 
1c,cllnOlog)<S, 1ne .. 1W received clear• 
ancc ., Cmada 10 sell iu new laser• 
bucd hair removal 1ys1e11, Eptlas<r. 
Palomar plans to market the sytlcrn 
lhrouah Tororuo-basro Sigmecon, tile 
WJest discibuu:,r or mcdkal 1.;;:;cn ln 

Canada tDd (lOC of !he tJu,e la1Je$1 ID 

Nonh America. 
'"We -,e p1u.11ed to announor 011r 

cleanncc 10 seU Epilaser in Canada, 
whkh...,-ecsthnae tobc a $300a,UUon 
muttt pet ycat." stid Stcvtn 
Oeorgjcv, chaiman snd duef execu­
bvf' nffice., of Palnmt.r. ~is i• 1hc 
6111 of whll we upea 10 be clearances 
lo many countric& u we mw bc'in lO 

L,iplemenl our -1dwide sttllCIY IO 
addreJ$ tills enormous ti,ce+1.o,.five 
billin• dollar elobal mllrl<a. • 

The sys-icm, developed in coopcra­
uon with Mnsacllluseus Ocnctal 
Hocp,,al (!IIGHl. IS curmaly awa11i1g 
Food md Drug Adm:nismtion (FDA) 
dtana,ce ,n the Unioed Slates. Tiie 
Epila,er prototype was unveiled at the 
Amcri<:an Academy of Ocrmatolog,y 
meeting in Wash11gton. O.C .. in 
Februaty. Pdom,r pre¥1ousty 
announced ils st:ratc&Y to market 
Eplla,er through cosmetic surgeons, 
dcrmatololjiia.. and other momboR of 
lhe medical cocr.muniy. 

Korean TGs Raped 
SEOUL, Juno 13 (Rc1Ur) SoUlh 

Korea's higbcsl cowt has ruled Illa! 
two men wbO sexuany a.ssauJtcd a 
lem2le IIICSSeXul cannot be cmvic1od 
of rope. The doc1S101 by 1be s,pmne 
Coun on Wtdnesda)' hlnst-d on 
whctller a man who bas bad a sex• 
chan,g'C operation Is legally u wuman. 
South Kmw, law n,oogaitts npe ooly 
-aainst ,-omen. 

.. "Though tht vierim tn du• case 
t,cha"cs as a rcntale lhe person cannot 
be Nc.vgrtit.C<l 1:11 une becau,c. among 
other things, his chnlmosomCS remain 

•ncbanged and he cannot gc1 prtg• 
ru1111: Ju.iicc Chong Kwi-ho 1old (he 

eou.r1- Chong upheld• i..o, <~"8• of 

,exutJ wault agaias1 lbe men "110 
ata<:ted llle 37-year-old tnUUS<Xual 1n 
April a court ol!kial said on Thursdly. 
The two were eadl jailed for 21/2 

Y""' 
(AEGIS-News) 
TG Volleyball Anyone? 

BANOKOK (ReJtc.r) • The mcm~ 
bc:rs of Thailand's 10P all-t11nSvestite 
volleyball 1.- say they baYC been 
'cept off the national mtt.1i's team 
t,ec:aosc of their sexual prefereoocs 
radicr than a lack o( ,lull. 

Al uwnd 4:10 pm she WIS con• 
fronled by lbn,c park nngen, one sher• 
lff ciepuly. and - puk n,plol'<t' 
inclldin@ lhe ~ manager, tDd 
was told \hal lhcli:. had boca • coan­
plainl and that she had LO leave. The 
sheriff referred to her '" "a guy in 
drag• told 1w to leave the parlc. and 
KCaed 1'er d lewd comuct for using 
~ 'W'OmW'a muoocn. All l.bc,e accu­

sations were atade in the public eye, 
and in rro,u of her son and friends. 

Tbc popular team or 12 men, who 
have had plastic SUJ\'C,Y, powa brealS 
and •Tar hea,-y mike-~ ~b 
northem Lmq,ang province. Lail 
week, a,gamst moa.t <Kkb, lhcy won lhc 
gold medal in men's volleyball 11 lhc 
nauonalpmes. 

"AllhooiJ, w,; act ud loot in 
women, I think we bvc every right U> 
play on d~ men's lC4nl 1111cc we b1vo 
not ye1 changed ot1r se1ual orgaas." 
Patpllong Srinctbom, lhe ieam·s coor• 
dinator. tdd Reu1<11. 

Puphong slid when his plaien 
went 10 the rcccnl nttional mcn't lCIVn 
try•OUIJ In Bangkok al Ille Volleyball 
Assoc,auro or Thailand, they were 
teased by Olhcr players. None of the 
1n1uveS111C$ wu p,dtcd for the nauoc,­
o.l tHn,. "'"'Winn.m& \he gold medal 
proves that we arc second to none ror 
volleyball m IIJO COllltry, but u is a "'al 
pily that ,... Ill< De\'CT seiea..i 10 pay 
in the national men's 1e13; he said. 

(AEGIS-New1I 
CA TS Rights Suffer 

Clo July 6th. a Sacrameo10-1tta 
trao.exu.al vi.ti.led lhe '"Waler Wotld'" 
water theme pad.'. ., SacrammU> and 
got more !han she tM.rga.ined rot. 

It began as a nonnaJ enough d.ay. 
"MIii)"'.• her ,on. a renuJe friend and 
htt cbosJ,lff dec"1NI 10 ..,.pt IN 
summer bell at ·w11er World", a 
w-4,ta' theme pu:k ben:: In Sacnmcnto, 
WbUc "' the piulc. she lried oo IIJld 
bouaJ>I (v.ith 11,e assis1ance or a •w,ier 
Wood" we• dert) • bikini. and ,.,n, 
to ,oin the fun with every ot.er 
auc.u,Jcc. ..Mary". though, prc,-op •~ 
paSSlblc, and ha1 had all of her 
CaJiromia and other idcn11fication 
clwle<d ., ref1ec:I tlie ferule ,enda. 

When the sheriff wu 1old thal lier 
Califomb dnvers 1ioerue SU!eS brr I<> 
be (cma)c, ha ~ 'ill,U .,well. 
we'D jusi take you inlo the resU00111 
lllld bavc one of these ladiies dleck. you 
out" and 1h11 "whoever Issued you your 
drivers &c:eo,c diol't dlCCk you oot 
good ..,...gi.• n., 1ody wbo lodg,,d 

the complainl in Ille flnl place was 
a_sktd if "M•ry" appeared 10 be male 
and remtlc. and h<r re,opon1< was • I 
don\ knew". 

Moa1 sndi._.;dual, involvM, inch.ad­

ing the worn., who lodged the com­
plaint, refused t·o give tllc1r names, 
e,cept for the sheriff. Tl1c lheriff did 
not like any fonn.11 staltfflctlS in this 
ca><. indu<hog the informauon o1 tho 
lady who lodsed lbe complau>L 

[AEOIS-News) 
TS Hormone Info 

MILPITAS, CALIFORNIA - July 
10, 1996 - 111c world's moc1 complc1<: 
and popwar $0Urc:e of nan,sexual bor· 
moae lllcrapy infonnauon Jun got bet· 

"''· The FAQ (Frequenll) Altcd 
Questiou): Homone Tb<npy for 
Tnwse,cualt documen~ a distilhtion 
or hundled• or anecdo1tl and medical 
articlet, hll~ been dramatically 
itnp-ove4 (or the fnt time in over two 

yea,,. Tller, ate DOW - P2M 
and M2F venions for imp.-oved tead· 
abilily, comparisons of competing 
treatmenc philosophies. juumed ra.nk• 
ing of drup. updated druJ eolries. 
wbolc>a.c pricing dou. c~ 

hormone lev<I dala, u online book 
nook (as an Amazon Books associate), 
links to 01.her technical hormone web 
pages. aad vlriousother upd>ios. 

TIK •cb vcnion b no"" al 

http://www.uvina.rom/COnl\Jenc,/bor 
mooc; the n11 file is 11 lip://ftp.sav­
ina.comA.a~n/conOucooe/honnooc. 

Australian Bans TG 
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Hate 
Last month, the parhamcnt of the 

Ausrrulan suie of New South Wales, whe~ 
Sy,!nc,y ••• p,o>Cd 1cg;,i....... bonaing .a....m­

- l&allUI tr.mgend<n,<l people. It a1 .. 
gnmed ,rumexutls !ht nghl to oomict their 
binb ccnificaces. However. sporting oraa.ni7.,a. 
tions were exempted from lhe laws, which 
wcie: champi«ICCI through tho putiamcoc bJ 
swc Anome) Gcocral lelf Shaw. Sy«icy 
WUJ bC ll1e ,ue of lht l>'Jmmer Olympoes ,n 
2000. '111e days of insti1u1ionalired biaour 
and punishing those who do not adhen: co so­
called gmdtr nonu a.re over.'" saxl Ntd.mc 
Samsen o( !ht Tnnsgmckr Lobby Coohticn. 
-n,;, nas tll<m fi\'C bani )'CU1 oflobbyulg, 
so we •~ fcc6ng ebullient.• 

Japan Urged to Legalize SRS 
A J"""""" IDCQCl.l elhlCs oomrunoc 1W 

urgod !ht gCM:mmont to lcgaliJ:e sex-<bulge 
operati01s 111 justifllble ueaone,n for people 
uncomfort11blt with their 9ender. The com• 
milllle, at Tokyo's Saiw,a Medical College, 
"'1d legal and olhtr medical <,q,ertS Sl>OUld 
eDCOUnl8" J...,, 10 lilla!ly lift 1bc ban on tlus 
type of sqcry. Japan's Eugenic Proo,otion 
Action prahibu .. .sense.lee,• opention, to go 
abroad. The wmmittec •~ssed that sex• 
cbaagc ope.rat.Oil$ were pcmllucd i.n mot4 

Weottm countries. Taiwm. ud South ,_ 
Lady Chablis Fries Chicken 

And not a minute loo&oon, Georgia's sweet~ 
cs, peach, 'lb< Lady C"'1.blls, ha,; a new book 
obolt her life hinmg oc SUCCIS lhiJ l1100lh. 
Toe tom<. crr.itlcd "H..t,na \4y Candy." r .... 
rum Chlblis' long stnigglc from poor little 
drag queen dancing at Club One SI S,m,.nnab, 
Oe«gia. 10 world-famou, slllr of Ille musl•rcad 
and SbU bc5l'5Cllicg boolc. "Midnigbt in me 
G2nlen d Good ud E•il." by Jdu, llu<ndL 
Chal>li•' book featllJ'Cs vivid photos of "The 
Doll," indud.i.ng a fabuk>w photo of Ch1blis 
glamorously Crying chicken that opens lhc 
n:apc s«tlOo. Yes, ,rs. CCU-Ill and. coot 
boot! Dish's favorite Clw,lis ,aory comos 
from Colwnbia. SC. •hefe someone tiked 
"The Bitch" if c.he ace pusy. To wh,ich Chllbli.s 
replied, "0irl, l do•'• even ltnow how 10 cook 
II!"'( 

Be4ll 
~ebwd 

1996 
WeU. Be AU in Deu<,it for 1996 

1w come and gone: anotllcr wonder­
ful convention for those of us "ho 
wooJd 1duc to be ditTcrcnt' nnd ch11I 

lenge more commooly undemood 
undersW\dillgs of gender role bchav­
iow in our Western culture. For me 
an<! DccDce, (my 'dressing' friend 
from the USA) we had an opponuni­
ry to prtR.nl our own seminar on gtn­
dcr cxpus10n entitled. ·rm not • 
woman; I'm a uniqv, 'dresser.'" In 
fao, we hod name tags made up and 

which we "ore stating the aformcn• 
tioocd along wilb • place for the 
allfflde<s name. 

Ovcnll, lhe seminar went weU but. 
since gender is such u broad-based 
subjec1. it did floa1 away from the 
original theme a few l1mC$. Baa over­
all, some new unileTSlandangs of gen• 
der and sex hchaviour were tabled. 
The scs.sion drew about 25 people in 
IOUII in<ludlng Or. Richard DoclOr 
and my old time friend. Vi,ainia 
Prince. The tcssion v.·3.5 very interac-­
live and even Richard who has stud· 
ied and wrinen his own book on 
tranSvestilCS and uansscx.als said of 
ourlbeme ... Now this 1s anintete:slifl8 
point of view; let me think about ii." 
Another professional staled, "Your 
theme w.u refreshing.•• 

The key 10 our seminar was DOC 10 
define everyone as DeeDee and I 
define our~elves. ln ftlCl, qu1te the 
contrary, II was to ensure that we do 
not defuic our bebaviour of wbat oar 
pre,eow.iocn in ~ and makeup 
mean to females but rather, 10 prescnl 
whai our prcsenu.tions mean 10 our­
selves a, unique human beings, And 
that, of course. is whal we continual­
ly bear from moSI io tbc gender com• 
munity: '1 1 just W4nl 10 be me,"' and 

"me" is undoub1edly and ultimately, 
uni"'° 10 all of us. A&r all as human 
beings, we Are all ,cnctic&lly differ 
en1; we all have differen1 belieis and 
attitudes and all of us have had differ­
ent life experiences. The only thing 
any of us can ever be is unique to our• 
selves. 

The poi.rs of OUT ,cmi.nat wa.s lO 

table a poaurc Iha! our 'dressilg' 
behaviour is not done for currenl sys• 
ccm.icolly under$tood reasons, nor is 
our •dressing· behaviour a rtSUlt of 
any gellClically sexed re&S0fL Our 
poitW'e wo., that ·we do ao for human 
reasons, and tha1 all modes of prescn­
ta1ion should be available 10 all 
human bcingt. 

Like Kalt Bomslein has wked and 
wrnen about so often, call us creators 
of'-:i third gender'' which ie uniquoto 
only ourschcs. Our theme aimed 10 
ensure tha1 we "en: DOI cauglll up in 
the double and ofton limitina sender 
paradigm of 'man/woman,' but 
rather, DccDce and I have decicbd 
1h.at for us. and many others in our 
commwuty, our XPRESSION as 
'<!Rsscrs' I! our own unique self 
exp,cssion. OeeOee and I po$1Un>d 

that we have a great interest in 'dress­
ing' in clothes which are more com­
monly an,ihotable to th, opp<><•• 

sex, but are not necessarily exclusive­
ly attired as females. 

Al the end of the seminar, Richard 
Doctor asked that DceOcc rcspood to 
his research questionnaire, but wa.,; 

also open to any infonno1inn tha1 we 
may provide him regarding our 
unique "t'iewpo111t on gender. a view• 
point which aclcnowledacs thal o-• 
lap in human behaviour amongs1 tlae 
sexes is possible wi1b both respect 
and dignity. 

By the end of the seminar, we had 
approAitna1cty l O ancndcts weanng 
the name tag ... I'm not a woman: I'm 
a unique •dresser."' Later on that 
afternoon, a. awnber of~ beaded out 
shopping 10 one d the I~ mills ., 
Detroit with our name tags on and 
me1 a lot of people who were 
extremely curio•s about our self 
XPRESSION as '<RS$ffl;' every 
cooou.ntcr wa very friendly. lo ooe 
picture siorc, we even had the manag• 
er spon a wig and he had his picture 
taken wi1h one of the fellow,. 
f'unbcr on in the mall, there was a 
cim>s being promoted, and DceDce 
:md I h.nd quite a num~r of piclUl"Q 

1aken with one of 1he clowns. 
Overall, WC had a IOI of laughs and • 
lol of fun. 

Anyway DeeDee and I hope each 
of you have fun XPRESSING your­
selvu as unique "d:rc$.,crs' too. '( 

Glen 

M.A.C. 

In 
sel~-

ing 
RuPaul. 
that uhi.-nate 

advenisanenl for 
DRAG is FUN. 10 

he its w«ldwidecover 
glrl.nlM•crlck 

M.A.C Cosmetics was once 
again SC()f'lftg big by being 

unprcdlaable and unwnvcmiooal. 
Then. to carry it all a step further. 

they rctaDCd k.cl. lang 10 be IIS •oie< 10 go 
a.long wi\11 ib RuPaul fa,c,c, 

Born m 1984, M.A.C. •• Make-up An 
Cosmcti<S •• lhc company has always 
rnaRhcd to the beat of iu own drummer 

Tbc movers and shaken al M.A.C. fol• 
lowed tbcrr gut in building the firm, ignor· 
ing everything the big cosmetics compo➔ 
niesdid 10 make them su<:ees.sful in a high· 
ly compet1tive industry. Advertising and 
promotional t'tt,eb,cs, a 11&ple with lhe 04I\ 
ers, were shunned by M.A.C. Until 
RuPaul, M.A.C. didn'1 even have • 
spok .. model 

RuPad wa.,; chosen because she ep,10-
mius tJ,c finn's ma1tra - anyooc can 
enjoy makeup. Ru.Paul is living t61imony 
10 that. Choosing RuPaul earned M.A.C. 
tons of travos, as well as trowns. 

And M.A C •• image ('( a,cep1mg all 
lifestyles was funher enhanced by adding 
lesbian td tang's endorscmen1. Sbe u,n't 
noted for wearing malt>up and only u~s it 
when necessary for pcrfornancu. 
Howevc,, she has taken e~ocllent care of 
her skin 

When she was uovciled at the gain 
opclling of M.A.C. 0lllel ln oendy Sotto 
an Manhattall'< sourth end. !he sorgW"CSS 
quipped 1hat she never expcaed IO be a 
hpSllCk lcsblan, 

She decided to wor~ with M.A.C. 
because of lhc firm's exemphuy record on 
animal IC>4ing of i1S prowcu and ..,.,.,.J 
SlerotyplllJ - M.A.C. docs neither. 

M.A.C."s approach has always been 10 
dcmonslnllc the prodi.c;t. not ju.st l0 sc.11 it. 

In clepanmcll stores. all of the makc..up 
manufaaurc,s' su.nds are staffed by smut 

counters are 
uaffedby a.rt,<t< of 

difforen1 aget. genders and races. boas1ing 
a full range of M.A.C lOOkS that the cu•• 
tomcr ctn learn to rtf)licate. M.A C. has 
t,cea known 10 have CDs, and IIIYS in 
DRAB bUI weanng makecp, bard II won< 
doing demonslr8lion!. When you 1hink 
about it, il's a dam good sales gimmick. 
women are tefi with Ille lltlprcss1011 that if 
tbe proruc:1., can do w1 much for a man. 
it's bound to wort wonders on a real 
WOUlltll, 

The business began in a basemen, on 
Carlton S1. ii Toron10. B} last year it had 
aboul $150 million in rc1lliJ 5alei.. Sold at 

dcpartmenl !lores and stand-alone shops, 
toully Canadian-made M.A.C. products, 
wbkh have c:xp.ndcd from ~ttt\,dy cos­
metlCS to abo includt $kit caJC and OIK< 
wazcs. arc a>'ailablc nationwide a1 110 ou1-
let.s. with 30 mo«> being added thjs yco.r. 

And i1' s a success story outside Canada, 
100. Besides being numero-uno al the Bay 
this side of the border, 1n America .t's al.so 

a hot property•· the b,g seller at Sw Fifth 
Avenue, for example. Now, by working 
wjlh Eo1e0 Lauder. MA.C, lo•g noted for 
its ·matte" 1cxturcs. high qualdy aid 
exccUcra value for pnoc i:aid. is poised to 
invade Europe and Alia. 

M.A.C.'s initial fame spread by word· 
of-lllOUth through lhc international make­
up af'Ulll;' corrut'IJ.OJt) and this reulted in 

celebrities, 
including 

Princess Di, 
Madonna and a host 

of supcrmcdels, usi.og 
MAC and acbnS a1: li\·­

mg. high-profile ads for its 
quality The company reached 

tho molt~up artists tbroaah 1he old 
Festini of C>nadian Fash;on, "'bicb 

gave M.A.C. an exccUcnt pllllform to 
demonstrate its products to arti~1:1t and 
models. 

When: compcciton pour mlboos illo 
adv,ni,ing. M.A C has m&<t<red ecru~ 
effective media attenlion by caroing i1 
with, sometimes ouuageous, cvcn1s and 
deed-•. 

The company has heavily suppontd 
AID> f« yeatS, UISI year the rum raised 
$4 million, largely 1hrough the ,ale of Viva 
Gian, lipstick. It's also the major backer of 
fasluon cmes, !he Canadian tnduwy'• 
fundrai<cr for AIDS. Al tlais past May's 
Fashion Oucs at Toronio's \1011 Park 
Annoncs, RuPaul enienained, ln • bikini 
no ~«. and helped M.A.C. ,ai,ce half a 
miliion for AIDs The event rcocived sals 
of medll at1ffll>O•. bolh prinl Wld u-timc. 
The dcsiiners, models and oclcbrities were 
all over the dial - CITY TV, CBC 
Nc..-swortd an'1 WT'N. the Women's 
TclcvisJOD l'dworlc, all co,cred 1he event 
in detail 

11<.ldlng RuPaul lw ,imply augm<>oacd 
the posJtivc publicil) and image M.A.C. 
already had cultivt1ed by supporting 
AIDS. Ruhul i, the: honowwy chair of 
M.A.C.'s AIDS fund. 

M.A.C. isn~ so much selling makeup as 
it'• pushing occcpcuce ol all lifestyles -­
"be who )'OU arc, Ml wbo someone else 
tells yoo to he." So bolstenn& AJDS aod 
u•lng a DRAG Queen .. its spokennodel, 
or a lesbian as iu voice9 ate nlllurab:. 

And \1.A.C. 1-s worked haid Ml 10 tell 
;.,. cu.s1omers LMl dwy need 11• padud.$ 
They've let the chenis UJ>COVtr that truth 
for 1hemselscs. '{ 

rr,,.,., is a MAC stou at 113 Carlton 
Sl.. and II io TG friendly Edi 

By Lawa M, 13 
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Stars in Toronto Life 
Our own Michelle Dubarry was one of lhe headlinen in a big fea• 

twe in the June issue of Toronto Life. 
The anicle and photos of Toronto luminaries in lhe periodical 

covered 13 pages and looked at lhc diversity of people with 
long-time <:onoQCtions to Toromo's Yonge Street on the road's 
200th birlhday. 

Michelle has been around Xpressions since its earliest 
days. She's attended shopping panics, cmenained us at 

some dinners and recruited other DRAG stars for shows. 
And most people who have attended parties at Wildside 
or visited any bl.ll'S to sco DRAG shows, have run across 
her. 

She's been a great friend to the croSSdressing com­
munity for years •• o bridge between CDs and the 
DRAG world. 

In Toron10 Life, her photo covers one-and-a-third 
pages. It's ~ striking black ond white shot and Michelle 
looks quite glamorous in a leopard-prin1 gown and fur 
wrap, her cleavage dramatically shadowed, and wear­
ing • curly blond wig. She's cuddled up ocductivcly 
beside a bar's draft dispensers for the photo. 

Michelle is not merely lhe first grabber shot in the 
spread, s:he's also quoc:ed cxtcosivcly in two lengthy pas­
sages. 

In one section, aulhor Sarah Hampson describes 
Mic.heJJe as weat"lng a green gown .i.nd $park.ling tiara 
while presiding over a Trillium Monarchist Society (TMS) 
fundra1ser. 

Readers als:o learn that Michelle was TMS's lm.pcrial 
So"ercign Majesty, Empress IX: thal she performed "ith the 
Great Imposters; and that she's the mother of many a budding 
young DRAG artist. She has taught lhom "everything she knows. 
Whal to wear. How to pad. How to make lhe most of fleshy pecton.Js in a 
Maidenfonn push-up bra. How to hide the male genitalia between ihe legs. Key 
feminine ge.<ture,. Walking in high heels." 

Next, she talk~ ab_out meeting Michelle another time. 'You sec Michelle Dubmy, a 64-year-old fonner shoe 
sales.man at Eaton s. She docs a demure finger-wave across the room and dons a plastic female smile. teeth and 
hpsJUSt ~o. And_now ·- oh my, heUo! •- she's gliding over on her high heels, in a red, s~uinned gown she 
sewed herself, wuh padded rups and shadowed cleavage, a marvellous red wig and a crown like a pearly gate" 
~~ • 
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D • en 1 s or 
... Basketball Star 

Hoops star slam dunks macho 
world of sportsby unveiling Denise 

By Laura M. 

Transgenderism has invaded a bastion of machismo -- pro sports. 

Dennis Rodman. 35. star rebounder for the National Basketball Association champion Chicago Bulls. has 
come bursting out of the close1 in flamboyant style. 

He appeareo recently In the Wlnay City 10 autograph copies or his new t>ook, AS Baa As J wanna Be, 
decked out in full face (makeup), his short hair tinted silver, a marching silver halt.er-top and hot-pin.k 
feather boa. 

It wu.sn't tbc first time he's had his hair coloured an unconvanional hue, either ... he has tried lots of 

olher shades .. During trus year's NBA playoffs. he sported plerty of facial hair. a single earring in one 
lobe and several in the other, and in the finals he bad a multi-<:oloured X's an O's motif for bis shon 
locks, which combined with his numerous tattoos, makes ii seem likely that he cunailed his CDing 
with the arrival of warmer weather. Unless. of coum. he's into rough DRAG. 100. 

Needless to say, he got lots of ink for his en femme book-signing effort; the wire services SPread 
photos from 1hc event far ond wide. And one spons scribe dubbed Rodman "RuPauJ's ugly s1ep­
sistcr" while another remarlced that the hoops star is "sexually ambiguous." 

So far. his CD lifestyle hasn't caused a lot of negative comments, although it did prompt the 
media to interview his aging mother in Dallas, iexas, to get her views on her "boy." 

"If he was a kid under my regime. I would be rciiung him in like mad. But he's 
not. He'$ his own person," Shirley Rodman, llis Ma, declared. 

"I'm just proud that he has learned to speak for himself, because he's had a 101 of 
personal things 1ha1 hit him hard and a lot of people blame his parentS for that. I 

think he's a wonderful young man. 
"Everything is going beuul.iful for him. You can forget about lhe tattoos and 

all the hair and look at the person. The penon is very happy." 
There's been oo movement by the media, fans or NBA establishment to 

ha,e him ousted from the Bulls <>r drummed out of the sport. There ha$ 

only been a scattering of media commenls about Rodman being a 
"degenerate." 

And CDing ccnainly ha:io.~t hurt his endor,ernent.,. 

He pushes burgers for McDonald's on the airwaves and $000 wW 
be helping another fast-food chain, California-based Carl's Junior, 

peddle their menu. Cbicago McDonald's splash his photo, with 
whitc-silver hair. on its 32 ounce drink cups. Then, when 

the cold bc,·erages hit the cups, Rodman's hair 
tu.ms pink. green or blue. 
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--~ In a re.cent loot at Chicago sporu: st.a.rs, 

a big daily p•pcr there concluded Rodman 
now ha., the highest public profile of all 
the members of the city's pro sports tea.ms, 

:Including the Bears, Blad<hawks, Cubs, 
'White Sox aod Bulls. He's even ahead of 
his superstw- tco.nunate Michael Jordan. 

In his ghostwritten tome, Rodman 
reveals lbat be relishes donning dresses 
And going to Chicago ga.y ban where 

crossdressen;, transsexuals, etc .. are wel­
come. He's the stu attraction in a gang of 
CD.: that prowl the city. The book. con,. 

tains photos of Rodman in all the trap­
pings of his alternate personality, Denise. 

He also tells readers one of his dreams 
is to host a talk show, dressed 8$ a woman. 
The inspiratk>n for this girlish fantasy is 
undoubtedly fellow CDing book-hustler 
Howard Stem. He dtscribes !he caustic 
radjo commcmuor, who appears in 

DRAG on the cover of hls book, as a 
"cool dude who lives life his way." 

or course, MCing l talk show dressed 
wouldn't raise an eyebrow compared to 
one of bis other goals. 

When he's pla)·cd his final mo.tch in the 

pros, he plans to stroll off the court doing 
a striptease, discarding his playing jen;ey, 

cling off bis shoes and socks, pulling 
off his shorts and jockstrap. The rest of his 
retirement exit would be made in the bull'. 

Where possible, he plans to autograph 
items of his sporting apparel and toss 
lbem to fans in the stands. He points out 
nobody bu scripped on the oourt before 
and thinks this would be an excellent 
"paning shot at the NBA." 

Hi.$ relationship with the sport hasn't 
been trouble-free. When he played for the 
San Antonio Spws, he was constantly in 
hol water with management for his many 

stunts. 
While the transgendered might prefer 

that under hit shons R.odma..n wo.re pink 
panties with black piping for his basket­
ball swan•song, considering aJI that he's 
made known aOOUt hi.s CDing. wearing 
ladies' underwear at centre coun wouldn't 
likely cause nearly as big a stir ns being au 
naturale. 

Of course, Rodman is hardly the first 
pro uhlcte who enjoyed dre.sslng. When 
one in 20 men either CD or want to, it's a 
given thal Rodman has had predecessors 
in perfume and lingerie on NBA courts, 
and other competitive venues as well. 
They simply stayed in the closeL 
Tmnsgcndercd players were around, fans 
just didn't know they bad another set of 
stats, such as bra size. 

And. being a star on a team filled with 
superb playen will make Rodman's posi­
tive impact on behalf of the transgendered 

all Lhe more forccfid. 
Jt might be giving Rodman a little 100. 

much credit, though, to say that be came 
out N n CD Lo o.dvtu1cc tho occcpti:m'° of 
all transgendered people. 

This guy/gal is a self-promoter of con­
siderable skill. 

Who says so? None otherthan mommy 
dearest. She told the media her son 
appearing Qt his book signi.ng dttned as a 
woman was a bit of "shrewd marketing, It 
didn't offend me in the least. It surprised 
me. but 1 thought it wac fuA.ny. Over the 
yean; Dennis has had the oddest clothes 
because he always shopped at the oddest 
place~." ~he explained. 

As for his sexuality, she said "I know 
he's 001 gay. When I go out 10 dinner with, 
him. we don't get to eat because there are.. 
no private momcru. But when he goes 
with d\e gay friends, they let hirn be bin1-• 
self and he can enjoy his food." Mother 
Rodman apparently wasn't a,kcd, and did­
n~t volunteer, whether she thought her son 

was transgendered. 
In his book, Rodman says "I came out 

of nowhere, like l do when I fly in for; a 
rebound. Nobody made me, I ma_,de 
myself." That just about sums up ltis 
prinw motive for exiting the closet. Still, 
he's bound to give transgcnderism a hi~, 
er profile.'( 

_....., ___ _ 
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Murder ofTG 
hookers 
shocks 

community 
~ dcNlth Wat mn'lil'Mt\'L 

Sboclc ripped lbrollgb -COIIIIIIIIM)' In 
lalo May ...., the CUC1llion•otylc lllllldc,­

of tine prclllitutcs, two of them_...,. 
dered. 

Deam,a/lbomu Wlltlao-, 31, a .....,._ 
-ua1 (inaocunlely called a 11DSV011i11e 
iD 11evcnl mecla npocts), and Shawn 
Keepn. 19. varioualy described in the 
same repons as a bise:nal, a lrUSvadlic 
ml a dng queea, wm, lkilled Y-Dlly 
ni&bl as raia pouicd clowa and lhuaclcr and 
fueworts boomed ewer oown-a 
llxoolo. 

Their bodies waefoaad lhc aeu l'IIClffl­

ini at ,40 81d 6S Hanewood Ave. a ,ea;. 
cleudlll an:a J1111 -,11 or Carbuu 111d 
s0111h of Wellesley - wel know u an 
ClllellSion Of tbc illfamous lllUJIVeltile 
bookcr ll'a<:t on Maitlud, cu oa Yoag,,. 

The third vicrim, prosrilllle Bffllda 
Ludptl:, 25, 8 ,eactic l'cmale, WIS fond 
clcod die - day in a puking ht in tho 
vicinity of King 11111 Bltbunt - DD 
the cxtrcmc CUI side of the l'IRdalc area. 

Whle police ~I)' liDbd tho 
deadls of W'~ and Kcepa. ii wasn"t 
1lllll uiop,y and baUletic rep,111 came ia 
- a■thorilies ooncludl!d l.udpre bad 
been murdered by ck 11111111 tlllcr. Polia: 
oc,gi.nally lhoqbt SIie bad been beata IO 

de8III but it was later determined Ille had 
been shot with the same gw, as die one 
used to murder tlte otller lWD vlcthns. And 

lila: lhc lrllllacacleied Yiclims, she bad 
been sltot ill the bad< of the lttJad. Folice 
.aid Ibey believed none or Ille vlctima 
were awan: 11w their clcalbs wen, immi­
nent. 

Lala' moclia apcc,,latioa ouggeoicd -
Ludgate bad been mistaken by ck killer 
for a trans\'CS!ite. 

Follow~ intensive iavcsaigation last• 
ing about • week, Metro Potia: ISSllod a 
Canada-wide arres, WUl'llllt on tlree 

- munler for Mascello Palma. 30, • 
nmricd ,_ of a 15-mondl oW chid. 
After stops in Nona,,al and New 
Bnmnrick. he wu app,ebeaded without 
lacldeat in Halifax. Alllborities -
wapou 11111 Oilier evidence in his boleL 
He appeared la Co0o,e Pat ctms DI 
WU analsnod and clonied bal. It will~ 
many, IDID)' IIIOlllbs before bis trial. DI 
befole dclails come Olli. 

Followina lhc -. 1111 unldeadfied 
dng q-, told the pas Pahna bad been 
known In tbc <llllal Sm:a Pf COIDIIIUDI· 
lY and ,_ ialaelled 1a ma qucma. The 
queen also Slid the ICCUsed made sexual 
advaacco wbal ilc/llllC was In drag. 

••• 
The IIIUlda's Kl off a media ftemy, 

rq,o,1en1 wwking bud tooutdocadiOIKI' 
ia seasarionalizin aaanestkes, -­
lltlls, dlag quc,em and tbdr lffi:slylcs. The 

do,ailo of - lhe two ·-· - -­
lag when Ibey wcre killed wasclesigned IO 

tillll-. 
Wlulebolb-andKeepn­

botb dacrilJed IS IIIIISVCllilel a Ille ottl• 

aet of the saga, the .fma« - CWIIIUllly 
correetly called a tnn-' la most 
rq,orts. Keegan Ofl the Clbet band WC9ld 
have dilfeffl1t labels amicbed IO !Iii name 
on 11ny liven day. 

The tam crosadresscr never appea,,,d 
In print nor was beard o- tbe alrwa-. 
There wu never any suaaauon that Ill 
men who don womea's clothins an:n't 
bookcn, almin& drugs l&e crack. or Uv­
ia& on the stm:t. 

One headline blared .,.raas•estitea 
endule povmy, se<n: Slayiop rook -­
cast community," 

A radio commemaor suggesred 11w 1he 
murders: wCIUld result in fewer moo no~ 
ning around the- ofTOlffllO dressed 
as WOIIICII, with the implication being the 

only ones mi cb are pn,stilda IDd lhc 
-ofmmin-wu•IIO<>d 
dwtg. 

Surprisins!Y. wbilc tbe media paid lillle 
lll1mtion to ocher -..geo,dlnd .,..,.0-
IDtes. save spcatlng IO ODC of Keopn's 
clng queai collelgut, abClal lltCir ~ 
particiJIOtion in aa up,oming ol... • a 
PY bar, genecic f'emlle boot<n aJtd their 
fCll5 in tbe Wake Of tile murders recelffil 
considerable play. It wu • if their womes 
were man: lepimlle because • INst 
tbey'rc "Jal" -

The mecla covera,e did IIOlbiaa 10 
adwace uadenlandlag of b'USgeoderilni. 
In die wake of die: IICll8Allonal ~. 
DWI)' people who - c:nucilasen ~ 
daya uadoubledly - eYCl)'RC Is • 
"lady" of tbe nip. Tlic llill UDODligbl,oaod 
public would be abochd ta learn Ille -t 
majorily ofnmce,,dorist,uelawabldlag 
people with lositin-e oocup,dono. wai­
lies and homes. 

The manlcn and publicity abour the 
Home-ocl-Maitland - broUIP IIWIY 
-. • well as mea who are older 111d 
deliailcly uould 11:Mw lleltff, f'nnn lie 
bmbo to the n«mally qvjet -o 

aeipbclurbood IO busle those lllill out 
plytag tbeir trade. 

Undoubtedly lhc illcldent uonenetl not 
juSIIOffllO~, ltllkingtbcmalit• 
lie more wary aboul pngoutdresaed, llut 
allO Qlllsed anxiety for lbcir wives/slpif­
icant odicn, especially .,..or lo Palma's 
URSt. 

To lbc Cftldit of Mello Police, Ibey -t­
ed the murdm v,:ry seriously, went all out 

to <rad, * cue. - aaid ~ to the 
media to help them dcai8J1IC tbe tnnsgen­
deffll.-( 

By laura 
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10th annual 

This is our I 0th annual 
event and it is filling up quickly! 
Don'1 mi~!. this exciting experi­
ence: a paradise for cross 
dressers where Yie expect to have 
the whole ttSOrt to ourselves. 

The picruresque main lodge is 
Ille focal point where our work­
s.hops: and M)Cial event<: will ttlce 

place. Accommodations are first 
class. either in the chalets or in 
the cottages. All the COltages 
have fire places or wood stoves 
and a fully equipped kitchenette. 
Both accommodations are only 
a few steps from the main lodge. 

Our package also includes use 
of the following facilities: the 
heated pool, sauna, hot tub, ten­
nis courts, canoes, paddle boats, 
windsurfing. fishing, bicycles, 
hiling trails, volleyball and bad­
minton. Indoors there ,s table 
tennis, billiards. dam, TVMdeo 
room, library in the Farmhouse 
Lounge and of course socializing 
at the Lakeview Lounge/Bar. 

at modeSl extra cost there is 
the Roman Spa and the Health 
Club which offers massages. 
facials, mudpacks, manicures, 
pedicures and other beauty rrcat• 
mcnts. (Cost is extra.) 

Divine Lake 
Nature's Sport & Spa Resort 

t'ohdultS 

How to vet to DMIM I.Me 
91' Cir: 1wO hOu~ lnlm,downtowT1 -· FOiiow 

Hwy, 400 to Hwy. ti. ~ nottn on Hwy. 11 abaUt 10 
kmpatB~atoSoOtnMa,yLakeRoadandtum 
'1tlftt. Co,A Im """ l))O rexn • <top <ign. Tum rlOhL 
tonllrlUe over ttie Drlll!IO and tum right again on oeer 
I'!!._* FOIIOW tor about 1 Im then run k!ft 3t Clearwater 
,_ ""9d. GQ-another 4 km, we lff.CI\ the rignt From 
..,._..,--.-.HWY.to to lllnstsv111e tnen 
tlllllt'IGOtlwt.~---MY~ROad. 

•v - or 1l'at we wtll 111,-1111-amn(lelnallls 
to rneetyouUj)Ol'larrl"31. By'llllln In lflJn(wlle. SV BUI !Gr.IV 
coach, In Port Sya,,ey. Thor~ IS alSO an Airport _,, 
~ Penon 1ntematl0nal Mt1)()lt ano Pon 5'/lllleV. 

Bring your camera: 1he DM I -k 
Muskola colours at this time of ne I.V e 
year are spectacular! Natuni's Sport & Spa Ratof 

We have a full programme so PO~;:;;n:.X:.:rlo 
there will always be something Cinaaa P08 1t.0 

to do. Dress is optional for this "'"" Hun~ •no Alr,onQuln Parlt 
entire cven1, so dress "Drag or I"- 1705! m-1212 , Fax 17051 J85.121S 
Drab" any1lmc you want. ,o, 11eseivauons. catr TOll•Free 

A number of our members 1-800-263-8600 
-~---;.;.;;..;;.;;;;;._~-----,_. 

come up a day earlier on the 
Thursday) and enjoy the extra 
day 10 relax and malce use of lite 
great facilities. Some members 
stay over Sunclay night and Jus, 
wind-down from the event. It's 
up to you. 

Time is runnmg out to reserve 
for this memorable occasion, it's 
only once a year and the early 
birds get the beSl accommOda­
tioru. so book now! The dates 
arc October 4, 5 & 6. 

Rates range from $97.00 to 
S 122.00 per night. including 
brcakfas1 and dinner and is based 
on our two night package. (The 
food. at Divine Lake. is absolute­
ly fanrastic!) There is a JO% dis­
count for the third night. A daily 
rate of $35.00 is available, for 
those who want to come for lite 
Saturday only. This includes the 
Saturday workshops and the ban­
qu01 dinner. For our American 
frieods, rlle above is canadian 
funds, so you can save about 
35% on exchange. 

lf you haven, booked, call 
'Divine Lake' now. mention 
'MARDJ GRAS 96' and book 
direct with them ($100.00 
deposit required and 1hey accept 
all credit cards). lt's a free call, 
telephone: 1·800-263-6600 . 
Don't wail any longer! 

Any questions about 
'MARDI-ORAS 96' ???? 
Contact Donna on the internet at: 

~e-

MARDI GRAS 96 
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Feinberg, Leslie. 1996. 
Making History from 

Joan of Arc 
to 

Ru Paul 
Boston: Beacon Press. 

xvii+212. 
[This re,,iew has ap,nared in 

tht Toronto Globe and Mail/ 

Unbeknownst to mo5"t ordi­
nary citizens, a revolution, often 
bul not always quiet, ha.s been 
slowly gaining momentum with­
in 1hc western world The signs 
have been there for those who 
look for :such things: talk shows, 
films, books, and television have 
increasingly been normalizing a 
prc:viou:,:;ly marginalized popula­
tion. Riding, to some extent, on 
the coat tails of the gay and les­
bian rights movement. and plac­
ing themselves under the umbrel­
la of queer culture, the group 
author Leslie Feinberg calls 
"transgendered" or simply 
°'trans" now wants to be beard 
from. The 0 trnnsgcndered" ru-e 
citizens of the world who defy or 
deny traditional gender and/or 
sex categories by being men who 
live or dress as women. women 
who live or pass as men, or peo­
ple who adopt whichever role 
suits their mood of the momtnL 
These gender outlaws are 111111s­
vcs1ites. transsexuals, drag 
queens or kings, butch dykes, 
femme gays, gender benders, or 
intersexed (hermaphroditic) peo­
ple who are now demanding the 
right to live as they please with­
out either physical or cmotiooal 
harassment. 

While transgendcred people 
have been with us for all time-, 
and have been important subjects 
of literature and entenainment 
from Shakcspc:i.rc to Priscilla, 
Queen of the Desen, they have, 
until recently, rarely been objects 
of serious study. In particuJar, 
the history of traosgendered peo­
ple has been ignored over­
looked, or mis-represented. ln 
her book, Transgender Warriors, 

Leslie Feinberg aio'IS to reclaim 
the history of rransgender 
activists and notables. Feinberg 
herself is a well known Md long 
lime aaivist. She grew up as an 
ex1remc tomboy suffering the 
sUngs and arrows reserved for 
those who do not fil neatly into 
so<iery's bipolar gender systtm. 
As she grew older she nm found 
a niche as a butch dyke in 
Buffalo's lesbian soci01y, and 
then, in order to make a living 
and feel whole, moved 10 New 
York and began living as a man 
full ,1n.,. J:ler 1993 novel, Stone, 
Bilich Blues, is a powertul and 
moving account of life as a trans­
gendered woman within 
Buffalo and Toronto's lesbian 
coll!lllunity in the late-60's and 
early 70's. 

This new book. like her 
novel and like so much of the 
writing coming out of the 
transgendered community, is 
highly autobiographical. But 
where Stone Bilich Blues wo.s 
her account of the emotional 
and social trail that led her to 
where she is today, 
Transgender Warriors is an 
intellectual rendeting of that 
journey. Trans history is told 
to 11s via Feinberg's own reco,,. 
ery of that self-same history. It 
is the unfolding of hcr n:al~­
tion that she is not alone in the 
world, is not the only person 
ever ,o have felt at o<kb with 
society's genitaUy based gen­
der categorization, that pro­
vides the impetus for h~r 
exploratioru. 

Every marginalized group 
that begins to claim its socie-taJ 
space turns.sooner or later, to the 
redamation of • his1ory that has 
been ignorod 0< suppress«! by 
the mainstream academic and 
educational institutions. The rea-

themselves as a kind of penon 
who has a right 10 be proud, to 
belong, to be a pan of the histor­
ical matrix. Black., Native 
Canadian, gay, and lesbian 
young people who see their 
groups identified ns having trodi· 
tions, pcrsonali1ies and history 
understand tba1 they are not 
aJooe but have a :sclf·idenlity and 
a past with which they can iden­
tify. Feinberg's rrotivation in 
writing Transgeodcr Warrior is, 
in large pan, to provide tltat kind 
of perspective for lite uansgcn• 
dt;Jed and those connected to and 
interested in them. 

"I was three years old when the news 
broke that Cli.tisllllt J6rgtnsen had trav­
eled from tbe United States lo Sweden for 
a sex change rrom male to female. A pa.~~­
port agent reportedly sold the story to the 
media, All bdl broke loose. ln !he year• 
that followed, just the mention of ber 
name provoked •icious laughter. The cru­
e.lty must bave Mitered down to me, 
because I understood that the jokes rotat• 
ed around whether ChJ'istine Jorgensen 
was a woman or a man. Everyone was 
sup~ to ta.\ilJ fit into one category or 
another, and stay there. But I didn't fit, so 
Chrlsline Jorgensen and I had a special 
bond. By the time I was ei~ht or nine 
years old, I bad asked a baby-sitter, "ls 
CbrisUnt Jorgensen a man or a woman? 0 

"She isn't anythine," the baby-sitter 
giggled. •She's a freak.'' Then, 1 thought, 
I must be a freak too, bcaause nobody 
seemed sure whether l was a boy or a girl. 
What was going to happen to me? Would 
I survive? Would Christine sur~iv~?" 

That first mt\jor trigger for 
Feinberg, as for a multitude of 
others, was ChristincJorgensen's 
highly publicized sexual reas­
signment su.rgcry in 1952. For 
most people the announcement 

son$ for th.is arc simple but pro· was the occasion for ribald 
found. When a group's history is humor or straightforward dcri• 
incorporated and respected with- sion. But for many, albeit secret­
in the ma.instrcarn that group ly and without sha.ri.ng with ony­
bccomcs visible and staDds as a one, there was a recognition, a 
respected component of the his- sn,p-10-attention realization that 
toricaJ fabric of a. country or others shared one's gender dis• 
society. Young people encoun- eomfon and were not always 
tering the $tones can recognize happy with then bi.nh designated 

0 
~ 
r:/J 
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-:;.sex role. Of course. the sword that cut the transgender warrior in all history was 
knot of isolation was doublo-edgcd: all of Joan of Arc who while first burnt at the 
the salacious and nasty com=rs were stake, was eventually made a saint. 

• obviously intended to apply to anyone Historically, her iransvestitism is more 
intrigued by Jorgensen •s journey. often portmyed as an act of devotion 

Feinberg points out that this derision rather than an essential component of 
was not always so. In numerous societies self-expression. That she was put to death 
throughout the world, cspecio.Uy tho for refusing to cease wcuing men's cloth­
ancient world, people who were transgen- ing (by priests wearing soutanes and 
dered or bi-gendered were often consid- monks wearing robes) is often viewed as 
crcd blcs.scd. and frequently played an merely nn cxcvsc and not as an integral 
imponant role in the religious or spiritual component of her calumnies. 
life of the community. This was especial- The best chapters of Fein berg's book 
ly true in Native American tribes where are those devoted to history. The othen, 
two-spirited people (labeled 'berdache' those tha1 are more straightforwardly 
by while explorers and chroniclers,) were didactic are weaker. With the exceixion 
an institution in their own right. Only in of an excellent chapter on why the 
relatively recent history, with the forced women's moveme111 and the transgender 
intrusion of Judeo-Christian mores into movement share a lot, the chapters devot­
native society have the two-spirited ed primarily to her arguments about the 

sometimes been shunned or excluded. nature of racism, discrimination and the 
Christianity itself has had a very per- roots of transgender abuse leave much to 

plexing attitude toward its tra,nsgendered be desired. Too m~ny of the argument.$: 
constituentS, especially women who eome rely on suspcc1 Marxist pre$uppositions, 
to live as men. Thechureh stands square- and 100 many others are not really 
ty ~e:,fos:1 any softness toward the trans- explanatory. 

gendered. And yet, the most famous Feinberg makes claims like, "!1 was the 

o,·cnhrow of communalism and the sul>­
scqucnt division of society into classes 
that mandated the panitiooing of the 
sexes and outlawed any blurring of those 
'ma.n-made' bounduriC$." But why? One 

can easily envision a non-communal soci­
ety in whioh transgeoderism was tolerat• 
ed., but where justice did not prevail. The 

mere co-exiStence of two situations--pri­
vate propeny and the binary gender sys­
tem-dOC$ not mcon there is • causal con­
nection. 

Feinberg has given us an interesting 
book that c,ffcrs much food for thought 
and a greai deal of fascinating informa­
tion. It is no~ unfortunately, the great 
transgendered history that is needed. 
That book still remains to be written. But 
it is a detailed account of the intellectual 
and emotional journey of on~ tnlnsgcnder 
warrior from fearful isolation to a place 
rich with pride and self-respect. '( 

Pride Day Is a Grand Success 
There I was, your very own TMR editor, wearing my short white terry skirt and my Transsexual Menace T-slurt, proudly standitlg in front 

of the Xpression.s booth on Toronto,, ab,,fab Pride Day. By the time J arrived. about I l a.m.~ Cyn1hia had already set up a (blessed) awning 
to protect us from the sun and a table for our literature. Our location could 001 have been better. We were the very fust table next to the 
entrance to the beer garden south of Wellesley St, right in the centre of it all. As people came by we would tell them about our club. A lot o 
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hroc.hutt:~ went to gay$ or )c$bia.n~ who 

have friends who are TG. We all know that 
many of us fust ··oome out• to gay or les­
bian friends on the (quite proper) assump­
tion that they will be sympathetic. Let's 
hope 1hose brochures go 10 people who 
have been searching for friends like os. 

As the day wore on various members 
came and visited. Nancy. Donna, Victoria, 
and many others stopped by and visited for 
a while, usually lending a helping hand in 
Ille process. Later, when the Niela Miller 
Workshop ended, a whole gang came by for 
Ille wrap up. Of course, the real star was 
Micheline from Montreal woo was a super 
show stolll)Cr in her Marie An1oine11c cos­
tume-bustle and all. 

Pride Day is an hnponant event for us 
because it lets the communil)I know we are 
out there. This gets us suppon, and aids in 
our mission of ending lhc londinC$S and 
isolation of cross dressers and transsexuals. 
There's already talk of having a noa1 nex1 
year. So when next Pride Day rolls: 
around-be there! '( 

FANTASIA 
FAIR 1995 

Part Four 
Will You Go? 

[GiJbert@YorkU.ca] 
[Editors: in print versions please 

replace 4-astcrisks+ wi(h italics.) 

to Provincetown. 
Massachusetts, a 
small picturesque 
town on the very 
tip of ~pe Cod. I 
was thae to par­

ticipate in my first 
Fantasia Fair, a 
week: long celebration 
of the feminine in 1he 
male, ranging from timid 
to committed CIUiS dre:sscn to 

long time transsexuals, with every 
stop along the way. The week consist­
ed of works.hops given by fint rank 
professionals, lunches with speakers on 
fascinating subjects, wonderful ban­
qut;ts, exciting cvcnt:s. nnd some of the 
most warm and beautiful people I've 
met in my life. I could just give a diary 
of my own time in Ptown, but every­
body's Fanfair is differea1 depending 
on who they are, what they need, and 
how much they aro willing to give and 
take. So. instead, I will take different 
aspects of the fair and tell you about 
them. The four parts of my atory will 
be, I] What Happens at the Fair; 2] 
Workshops and Personal Growth; 3] 
People and Parties; and 4) Will You 
Go? 

Part 4. Will You Go? 
Every decision begins with two 

par1s: desire and capability. So the 

first issue is, do you want to go? 
If you',·e read the previous three 

parts to this saga, then you toow that 
Fanfair is a fun, friendly. growth expe­
rience that bas the potential for making 
a major impact In your life. There are 
innumerable dinners. talks. parties. mp 
sessions, workshops, events, and just 
plain hanging out. Everyone who 
auends is a sister or brother or com­
panion to one. The townspeople are 
friendly and go out or their way to 
make us feel comfonable and at home. 

Fanfair is set up to provide a safe and 
friendly envirooment that offer.; rich 
opportuojties to someone. who has boon 
tightly closeted, and also has sufficient 
range and breadth to appeal 10 those 
wbo have ,,entured forth into the world 

before. 
Imagine that you've never gone any­

where drosscd before excepl, say, to a 
club meeting where you might even 
have changed on the premises. Then 
imagine wo.king up in thee moming in a 
charming inn, dressing in a sman day­
time outfit, and setting forth with total 
confidence. Then. sometime in the late 
afternoon you come back to your room, 
relax, pcrha~ have a glass of wine 
with your house mates, Md then so aod 
dress for the evening's activities. Most 

nights you can wear your nice stuff. 
and have a lovely dinner with friends. 
After you might make an early night, 
join a pajama party. or fmd a great 
house pany. And at no time was there 
any reason to feel u.ncomfona.ble or 
awkward. Oh. I almost forgot. If a vis­
itor gawks, just smile, wave and act 
like a tourist anractioo. 

So fear should not keep you from 
Fanfair. There's simply no r.asoo for it. 
And whai other reason could lhere be 
for not wanting to go? I can 'I think of 
any. But I can think of reasons why 

you migh1 not be able to go. 
There are two main rea­

sons you might not be 
abJe to go: time 

and money. 
Fantasia Fair 

lasts for a 
full week, 
and not 
everyone 
can take 
that kind 
or time. 
especially if 

it means 
vacation time 

without your 
family. The cost 

for a full wuk at the 
fair is not inconsiderable. 

A single room is a linle over 
US$1,000. lt's a very reasonable price 
for seven nights at a charming inn, all 
of your breakfasts and lunches, and 
most of your dinners, not to mention all 
the fair activities and events. But being 
good value doesn't mean you have 1hc 
money. One alternative is 10 ;:mend the 

second half, three nigb1s and four days. 
That's half the price, half the time, and 
stiU gives you a good taste of what 

Fanfair's all about. But it's nothing 
like the full week. 

Now hcrc'a a few tips fot when you 

come. First of all, clothing. Take as 
much as you can. Don't be embar­
rassed. If you're flying you're allowed 

two suitcases-this time don't travel 
light. U you're driving-take it all. 
There ~ at least two really dress up 
nights. and other nights that nice outfits 



are caUtd for. Don't forget shoes-dressy heels to match 
your evening wear. But, bring flats to wear during the day 
and a bag to cany heels in. Those Ptown streets are not 
ea.i:;y in four inch pumps. This yea.r the fair is ~ week. later. 
so some warmer clothing will be needed. I also recom• 
mend you bring a bonlc of your favorite imbibernect for 
fivesic~ or for off'e.ring a visitor to your house. And, of 
course, your camera. There are privacy rules about cam• 
eras, but you will want some snaps of yourself and your 
friends. 

Just about anything you forget can be had in 
Provincetown, so don't get too anxious about Unle tlllngs. 
If you can. bring some money for shopping. lt'send of the 
season ui Ptown, and there are real bargains to be had. Ob, 
and don', forge, your eos1umc for 1he Faniasy bilU. Last 
year's first prize winner was our own Mellissa whose Bo 

Beep outfit was a hands down no contest winner. The 
room was full of leather mistresses. maids, pirates, 
princesses, a bride or two, and everything else under the 
sun. U$;e your imagina.tion and le.t it all hang ouL 

Will you go? Should you go? The answer has 10 be, 
yes. If it's just 001 possible, then I'm sorry-we'U miss 
you, and look: for you the follo'Aing year. But if you can. 
then you owe it to younelf to have the most thrilling, rich, 
joyful, warm, and growing experience a cross dte$set ean 
im,gine. Fll!ltl!Sia Fair will have a rremcodous i!Y1P•ct on 
you, and it wW last forever. When you think of it that way, 
as an experience that will be with you always, tben you 
cannot deny yourself. Go for it. girl! You de.serve it. -( 

by Miqqi Alicia Gilbert 

COUNSEIJNG IN GENDERLAND 
It lus long bcco a problem for penon.s seek.ins cou_n.. 

seling for gender issues that their providers know litde or 
nothing about the field of gender identity counseling. 
Linlc wonder! It is not taugh1 as part of any training or 
academic curriculum except as odd courses in scattered 
Coonsehng Psychology programs. Lately, more colleges 

I which offer gay, lesbian and bisexual <tudie.< are begin­
ning 10 include transgender ones a.< well, but we nrc still 
far from having this subject regu(a,ly represented in pro­
fessional training programs:. 

What often happens is that clients end up spending their 
tim~ ~nd money educating their counselors and feeling 
resentful about it. This is why I set out to write a book 
about counseling crossgendcred persons at the orging of 
my publisher, Jenny Stevens, (DIFFER.ENT PATH 
PRESS, Bos1on 1996) herself an alllhor and a transgender 

I person. 
'The metaphor, Gcndcrland, is, of coursc, related to pc>or 

Alice, who went down the rabbit hole ortbrough the look• 
ing glass, and arrived in a country whose rules. regula­
tions:. behaviors. and reaioning ~·ere entirely different 
lfrom what she was used to in her orderly world. 

The counselor who is confronted by someone who has 
a gender identity different from what would appear to be 
so by biological sex, or someone who is male but looks 
Ii.lee a woman or dresses like a woman, someone who is in 
a mmi11ge both as husbond and o< girlfriend---thjs coun­
selor feels like Alice trying to figure out v.hat's what in 
Wonderland. 

Fair in 1982. I had been invited there to work, al first, 
with the partners of crossdress~. 

The fll'SI event I attended was a church supper. When I 
walked in I heard male voices au around me but saw 
·womro! I had arrived in Oeoderland. I have wriucn cbe­
whcrc about what happened to me at this event. Bot I did 
want to mention that this was my introduc1ion to a wolld 
unlike the one r was used to. where there were nc.at divi­
sions between rnalcs and female.,, AU of my assumpcions 
and beUefs about gender and sex got thrown up in the air, 
and I had to $tart finding out whM my .strong feeling., 
were, why I bad them. and what 10 do about them, 

In those days, I had no other colleagues who knew any­
thing Q.bout this. There were very few books on the sub­

ject. So I bad to learn from the eKperts in the community 
who were very generous in sharing 1bcir life stories and 
feelings. For me, it was very similar to b.aving a dau8hter 
with a rare disorder called neurofibromatosis (she died in 
1984,) knowing nothillg about the disease, knowing 
nobody eJse who had it-. having no community resomces­
•-Only one physician who finaUy diagnosed her correctly 
after we had lived with another diagnosis by another doc­
tor for twn yea.n;. What a trtmendous relief i1 was wht:n, 
finally, a clinic opened and a foundation was established 
which started bringing people together who l\ad this d.isor­
der or who were related to the afflicted person. 

The parallels are obvious. I understood immediately 
the sense of isolation and frustration experienced by T's 
(variously tran,genclered folks.) and their need 10 talk to 
someone who understood their concerns as well as the 

Unless the counselor investigates her own sex and gen.. need for <,;0nununjty. Jwt ca~ imponam were the panners 
der identity, understands her reactions to presentations or and other persons related to T's who experienced betrayal, 
beb1vion; which defy her categorical thinking, enters into confusion, frustration, bewildennent, and nee<led suppon 
this new world to learn and grow herself. she will not be in wo,klng ,nrough their feelings. 
able to be of mud! help t o her client, I am dedica1ed to bringing knowledge and understand-

I flf'SI enooumered cro~sgende.rcd persons at Famasia~ng to counselors of T's and their significant others. They' 
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ALL OR NONE? OR HAPPY ADJUSTMENT? 

do not have to start from scratch the way I 
did. There are now many resources avail­
able and the whole community is much 
more sophisticated than it was in the early 
60's. Please encourage your counKlor to 
take steps to educate herself outside of 
your office time with her. Ask her to speak 
10 her colleagues, and raise consciousness 
about gender _identity. Eventually, this will 
not be a closeted issue any longer and we 
will all be the beue-r for it. 

SIDEBAR- TEN SUGGESTIONS 
!f'OR COUNSELORS 

1. Catt IFCE (International Foundation 
for Gender Education in Waltham, 
Massachusetts) and get their lisc of publi• 
cations or visit their new bookstore 

2. (nvcstigllle the online gender groups 
3. Aneod gender conventions (listed in 

tl'mnsgendcr Tapestry magazine) 
4. Subscribe to Transgendcr Tapestcy 

magazine!! 
S. Reflect on your own gender identity 

6. Keep a journal of yow thoogbts, feel• 
ings and reactions to transgeoderism 10 

movies, play$, with real people 
7. Pay anentioo to your dreams and 

what they can tell you abollt gender 
8. Attend counes which include trans. 

gender studies 
9, Make friends with a transgender who 

is not a client 
10 .Contaet me for supc,visioo 

Biognphical notes: 
Niela Miller, MS is a licensed social 

worker and mental health counselor in 

Massachusetts. She ha., been counseling 
lhc cransgendered for half of her thirty 
years as a humanistic tberapis1. She bas 
been providing personal development 
workshops at every Fan1tsia Fair since 
1982. She is now concemrailngon making 
)nformation. training and supervision 
~vailable to mental health practitioners in 
~ddition to running a group for gender 
~xplorers once a month at the IJ,temotional 
ll'oundat.ion for Gender Education in 
r,'lald1am, Mu. -( 

To order the book.COUNSELING IN 
OENDERLAND, con1ac1 DIFFERENT 
IF~TH PRESS, Box 123, Boston, Ma. 
!02213 

by Niela ~lillcr 

By Yuginia Prince, Ph.D. 

(Editor's Note: This IJIClllh's anicle is a 
reprint of an cdiconal 11181 appeared In Ille 
Augu•t,~961 iBJe of the FPE Femme 
Mirror (#8)- And was reprinted in Cro&s· 
Talk#'Z9,J 

ln reading the letlas that come in, I 
sometimes get the idea Iba! the wrilen IR 

striving for c:oadldons that they wil ne>el' 
reach. Thcte condilions arc or sevaal 
types; pcrsoaaI appearmcc. public accep­
tance, and Wifely undcrslandln& 

Some of us seem to ICt goals ror oar­
selves which arc onrealislic and wllen we 
cannot achic>c 111cm we an: ~ md 
unhappy. For cumplc, au American males 
have an idcaltypcofwomaniDlhcirminds. 
We are all broupt up on Shirley T<:mple, 
Deanna Durbin, Judy Guland, Marilyn 
Monroe, or IOIIIC other "sex symbol" ··­
then. as cros~, we ll'y &o QOOfonn to 

this ideal. s;.,.,c few of us boast fem.ininc 
enough faces, the cbanccs of approximating 
aoy of lhesc fCIJlininG idc4ls ia cxoccdingly 
remote. But we keep trying to achieve the 
unachievable. If we happen w be a Mgen• 

tlemao who prcfaa blondes" .c an liablo 
to put a blonde wig M oar fanmcselvcs. 
whelber or not it goes with the eomplcxioo. 
facid shape, age, or anytbiag oloe- In doing 
this, we don't tDlll the beat of ...,.t we 
have. 

We N:4d aboat tbe am...,_ of -
other girl who is 11101e fortunately eodowcd 
(or, in some cues. roore foolish or DCIY)') 
nnd we feel tlual wo won '1 haw arrived or 
earned the Order of the Blad Ganer unless 
we haves~ incloingmllCb lllesamc 
thing, In striving to emulate ocllen..,.,,. or 
us abandon the more pnctical, safe and 
moderate existence we have led up to -
time. and sometimes find ~ves in trou• 

ble as a rcsuk- Some can "pus." olher can­
not. Passing and public advcntmC6 are -
the hallmarks of caossd-. tne. they 
can be fun and salisfyi,._ but lbere are 
other satisfactions. 

WidLwives. the same applie-•. Some of 
us are fonunate in ha•ing wives Iha under• 
staod and acccp1 In one degn:c or anocher. 
All of u< would like to have this rypc. Yet. 
let us face it; women are_oot without wor­
ries, insecurities. and maladjustments. 
Thus. some of them can handle the cross­
dressing relatively easily without a l01 of 
explanalion. Others can make an adjust-

ment of sorts, after they have been given a 
lot of reasoning abou1 i1. Other <an deal 
with it by "ostrich principle" of knowing, it 
is going on but not being able to panicipate 
vts11811y in lhc upericooe- Some arc $0 

msa:me in dtcmselves tbal this would be 
the last ilnW OIi the camel's bock. 

11 beboovcaeVCI)' ~r, then, to 
evalua!e all tbeae factors for himself. 
Neithel' life aor our putiCllar problems can 
be undled en an-all or nonc"bnsis and we 
llhould atop aying to fon:e this condition If 
you arc 58 and look like a mired school 
toa<hcr who IICV<t muricd, then do n good 
job or lootiag like a spimler lady of 58 and 
giveapayingtoout-BanlolBll'dot lfyour 
hands aro too stubby, rough, or hoity, don't 
be foolish and 11')' to a,vcrtbcm with gloves 
and go to a restawlDI bccauc you read 
abcJut _,_no elao doing it- Try to be sat­
isfied in feeling like a lady, at home or at a 
8JCOP gcMogccbcr ... but don't take a 
cbonco on getting inlo "'"'ble by going out 
just because you read tbal WMiss X" did so. 

In the matter of wives, you should not 
tlUIDmaticaUy expoc:1 yov wife 10 be as 
unclcnlmdiDg as otllcrs' may be. There 
may be things in some wives' bactgroands 
that give diem a blOader bese of under­
Slallding than may be the C8IC with your 
wife. I don't mean to say that you shouJd­
n 't ay lO bring ber uound, but don't push 
ber too far or too ful_ Tbcrc is a lot more 
ill a good mamage tun uvit!g a wife who 
undentands cn><ltdftssing, 10 don't jeopar­
dize the teSt by forcing the crossdmsing 
fwtberorfutcrthmshecan adjust to it. 

In chmt, tty to arriw, at a p05i1ion of 
the most pleasure and satisfaction with the 
leasi disapp0Ullll1Cn lnlso:atlon, danger, or 
domestic rtoentment. None of us can 
expect "all" and oenaiAly very few arc 
gou,g to say lha1 "I can't have everything, l 
will have 'none•." Usmlly we are left in 
the middle with a pan. so lhe psychological 
challcqie iJ to make the most ou, of that 
part with a good beallhy try at achieving a 
"happy adjustment" within ocr own person• 
al and clomcstlc limilalkl«b. I recommond 
Confucius' MModcralion m AD Things" as • 
very useful bit of pbilosq,hy, (Think about 
It./ 1 

YlJlinia Prince is a co-founder of The 
Society of the Second Self (Tri-E.ss) and the 
fom,er publish« of Tnan:svc.)1.ia mogozi.ne. 
She may be contacted tt P.O.Box 36091, 
Los Angeles CA 90036. 
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Tri~ o rm nd? 
' \ ' ' 

Here is an "afternoon episbd~~ 
hat happened recently ..... . 

: While! was surfing the net one day I noticed an inter-
.. ..."es.ting site with n Toronto addtc$s. The $ite referred to a 

fi,,..'"lllakeup clin.ic and specialized in lessons as well as 
makeovers. I sent off an email and asked for a lesson that 

~_ould givo me AS "pas.s1ble" a look as po,-sible. 
- A few days later the response came back with prices 

and times for lhe shop. The owner, Susan, described her 
studio: how beautiful is, ond how much natural swiligbt 

.._ come through the big windows. The post went on to say 
._ that her company name was Kirsch Camouflage Cun.ic. 

Ir I called and m.Me nn appointment wilh her secretary. 

::..:Jlle gal asked me who the lesson was for and I sa.id, "for 
lll,lself." She arranged a time, and sa.id her goodbyes. 

I arra.ngcd to go to the 'JuMday afternoon appointment 
with my wife, (she was intrigued by what I would learn 

--and look Ii.kc afterwards,) and we headed to the shop. I 
~ded to dress in a pair of Hollywood jeans and a mu.s­
..:_.uu-d, ribbed top, and I also took my wig, foundations and 

a feminine jacket in a bag. On the way up my wife and J 
discussed what we would do after the lc.sson, nnd I had 

.•· told her we were invited to friends for a drink (and an 
• inspection). We arrived at the clinic and were seated in tbe 

~by where the stc-retary asked me n l01 of questions 
about how I found oot about the clinic etc. I found out that 

or:, tb~_owner Susan d.id not know that the site she was listed 
on was. a TG site~ tJ:ey thought it was a mainstream ono. 

.&,- Susan was a pretty gal, got me seated, and in a very 
.• nervous way asked me what I was looting for ... wbat kind 

of look? \Vhy was I there, was the big qucrtion she want~ 
ed to ask but never really c,une out and asked it. I took 

,1;•er and explained a little about who I was, and she nod-
·~ed trying to unclentan<l. 1 found out that I was the first 

• ' ;1~ :~~:!e f~~ uC:=.;:~~lf~;:~;:i s!: w;::e;u:: 
tio1;ts -about the IO()k f was after and started io on my 

.11makeover. 
She asked me to sh.ow her Ytha1 I l)Ormally us~ 
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ople today! 
. 0,t,,,my,btus.hcs. ...,, few comments abou'f":" 

foundations. I started by showing her how I taped. my 
brows; she did one of my brows and got really cxcl\pd 
saying that it would be an incrcdible"brow lifi" for some • 
of her older c-lients. She applied the foundation that she :J 
had developed. and as she talked she .relaxed and told.Jne 
it was now bcco1ning a challenge. (she had slipped Uno 
the confident, professional artist I knew she was) ~ 

As we chatted she explained that she works with bu~ 
victims ond bad devcJoped a foundatjoo to cover clif g,.... 
urements. It turned out to be an incredibly natural P<od· _ 
uct. We chatted for another l/2 hour as she sho.;fd me 
tcchn.iques ru,d had me apply my makeup. By tl~er 
secretary popped lo to offer us cold drinks, ( I think~e 
was dying to see lhc progress. ) I was feeling vcry-a,m-
fortnble with SusM. _ 

While Susan was getting ready for my lipstick iwent _ 
into the next room and put my foundations in and my w~ 
on o.nd brushed it out. upon returning all Su~an could~ 
was "Wow!" She was so cute, she couldn't keep her~ .. 
off me for the rest of the lesson. I caught her st~g 
glances and we both felt grent. We talked a little- abofu. 
Xpressions and about some of her most unusual clie~i,; 
(Funeral home makeup lessons ... Ytkes,) and I ende(l--up 
b~ying hcT M,:"-C_ cosr.n,etics. The l:ic$t thing she l~C 
wub was a p1ctonal d,agrun of a female face with lho: 
exact makeup on lhc areas that she put on me with ilic::-6 
names of the mo.kcup. 

I felt so accepted and comfortable with her that I have 
decided to go back for a few more lessons to hone m-J' 
skills. 

The rest of the day went well, drinks with two very 
close friends and dinner with my wife downtown."H was 
an incredible experience a.nd day. 

[The shop is Kirsch Camouflage Clinic. 173 
Willowdale Ave. Willowdale Ont. M2N 4Y9, and }i;.;. 
phon~ number is. 416 S90-7733. The oestheticinn's narlio: 
is Susan.I( 

t I 
shfela M'. 

Club happenings 
(ours and others) of the recent pa<t and near 

future. 

Toronto Wins Bid for IFGE '98 
Xpressions has been sucressfu.l in it's bid to host 

the 1998 Annual JFGE convent;on here in Toronto. 
TI)e evem is auende<l by several hundred IFOE mem• 
bers. TG activists. researchers. executives from other 
TG clubs, experts, and plain ol' gals like us. The 
hotel Is yei to be selected, wd currently resean:h iruo 
the best location is ongoing. 

Needless to say, the work involve<! in mounting a 
conference like this one ls eoonnous, and that means 
your help will be neede<I! Watch our next issue for a 
major story on the event, and stan to think how you 
can belp. 

Thursday Night 5 September 
Alison Laing Jnaugruatcs Doll's House 
As a result of Toronto winning the 1998 IFGE con­

vention, the Executive Director, Alison Laing, will be 
visiting Toronto in order to inspect a number of hotels 
and venues. Alsioo has 10Jd us that she would be 

delighted to meet with Xprcssions members at the 
Doll's House, our brand new club house. We have set 
• meeting at 7 .30 p.m,. on Thuroday night S 
September. There will be no charge (or only a few 
dollars for pop and juice), and Alison will tell us all 
aboul the hjstory and work of the IFGE, the 
lntemational Fourulation for Gender Exploration. 
This ~ a wonderful opportunity to visit the Doll's 
House on it's inausura.I e,·cnt, and find out why 
everyone is so excited about the 1998 convention. 

You will have rc<:cived direction to the Doll's 
House in the hut newsletter-please keep them, or cal 
the hollinc if they are already losL And remember, as 
always. you are very welcome to come either drag or 
drnb. However you're dreued-wc want you. 

Play in the Sunshine 
On Saturday night November 30 Xprcssions will 

be performing in SL Catherine's 11 the local Optimist 
club in a fund raiser for the Sunshine Club, a charita­
ble organization that ra.ises money to make critically 
iU children happy. The show is eaUed, An Evening at 
La Cage, and will be perfonned, produced. and man­
aged by club members. That means we need you!!! 

The producers arc looking for talt.-ntcd , energetic 
gals for many jobs both on and off stage. We need, 

••stage performers ••hostessc.s ••coatcheck girts 
*"ticket takers **''club·' management ••technical 

suppon 
If you are willing to help wilh any of the above 

please call rhe Xpressions hotline, 416 - 812-6879, 
and leave your name, a means of contacting you, and 
an indication of what you want to do. This is • won• 
derful opportunity to give something back to the club 
and help a wonhy cause at the same time. 

Club Dues to Rise 
Tbe Xpressions board of directors voted a rise in 

annual club dues tt the last board meeting. The cost 
of mailings is a major factor in this increase, as is the 
desire to increase even funher tbe services offered to 
members. Dues will go up to $50. which is still quite 
low. Of course. membership includes twelve issues 
of X-Files. and all four issues of TMR. 

When dues notices go out they will state that any 
member for whom the raise causes hardship sboold 
contact the treasurer personally. This has always been 
the ca.sc. and always will be the case. 

Divine Lake Looks Even More Divine 
Mardi Gras '96 is shaping up lo be another $1Ua:;b 

success. You know from the special mailing that 
there's a terrific lineup of workshops, speakers, and 
happeniugs to keep you busy and amused for hours 
and hours. The Mardi Gras takes place at lovely 
Divine lake resort which is totally private and self­
containcd. You and, perhaps, yow pan.ner can get 
really involved in the numerous activities, or just 
enjoy the beautiful Fall colours and lovely rustic set• 
ting. The dates are October 4, S & 6, and ·you CM 

make your reservation by phoning I-800-263-68)(). 
Further infonnation can be had by phoning the club 
voice mail, 416 - 812-6879, or email Donna at 

No one ihould miss this won­
dert'ul opponunity to dress, enjoy, and share in the 
love of the feminine. 

Watch our Ads! 
Members should remember that the merchants 

who adve.nise in The Monarch R~ader are alJ TG 
friendly. Not only do they help Xpressioos by paying 
for their ads lo the X-Files and Reader • but they are 
cagcr for your bu~ne.~$ and will treat you with respect 
and counesy. Feel free to phone fllSI and make per­
sonal contact. Through these stores you can buy 
clothing, wigs, lingerie. numemu~ TG acce.~sorie.~. 
books and videos. Please frequent them wilh confi­
dence, and make sure you menuon Xprcssions. 

Xpressions bas a web page! 
Hey, who says we gals aren't right with it? We're 

as up to date as you can get. Tof ind out, j~t <:nnk 
up your web browser and scoot on over to the 
Xpressions web page. The address is, 
http://www,yorku.ca/aeadomics/gilbert/transgcn/tgxp 
rl.hlm. Take a look and send some feedback. If 
you ·ve got a web page, let us know and we can link 
you up. 

Hotline Troubles Are Over 
We have been promised thal our hotline troubles 

are over. Our new telephone gal swears that mes­
sages will be passed on to the correct board member 
or commiuee chair ASAP. RemernOOr, tbe number is 
416 • 812•6879. You can use it to l'C(luest more infor• 
mation about an ctent, make a suggestion~ leave a tel~ 
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ter to the eclho,. And please, If you do have, 
problems or feel a response is too slow. 
make sure we know abou1 it We're trying 
as hard au we QUL 

All tnmsgcndcn:d people in Lile Albany 
NY area arc invi1ed 10 join TG!C On-Linc. 
a very informal e-mail network sponsored 
by 'l'nuugendcrlu !■dependence Cl1b 
(l'GIC) ., o,-cr 30 year old oraanization 
for TG people. TGIC meets every 
Thursdlly nig}11 at II private clubruum Ul 
Albany. and then many go ou1 to The 
Playllouse oo Ca,11'8] Avenue at about 
10PM. 

Items, as ~II as enj>y the canapt!s end 
drinks provided. It was dcliahtful to be 
able to shop and browse "'ithoul worry, as 
weU as being able to get <>pen advice. 1 
boupll a lo•ely Lejtby bn. and others 
bouJht bras, teddies, waist Clll<:bes, and 
evcm a bathing ~uit. And the gab who just 
window shopped also had a fine time 
socializing with lhcir frieods. Tbanlcs 10 

Sophia, bcr ,wr, and tbc o,gaoi<crs for a 
fine and fun evening. 

The Doll House 
September begins mid-month meetings 

at new venue. At long 10s1 we have a nice 
place whett we can gather and int~rac, at 
title oc oo oost. Possibdities for the 
evening include discussion sessions, guw 
speakers. pol-luck dinners. ooffee klatche,. 
rummage sales, and &n)1hing else you can 
thl.nlc of. The orglllll2er, arc uytng ha.rd 11> 

md fumi,run,s that will make the place 
nice for us. Plans ore afoot for a change 
room, mce1lng urea, und khchcncuc. We 
need, 

. Minors 

. Counter tops 
• Stools 
• Drapes 

• MAkc•p li&hu 
• Kitchen stuff: 

microwave, old 
fridge, or '° on 

. Paint, wallp<1per, 

cltAJling siuff, ' 
clothes ""'"" ( 

. An abandoned • 
stereo CD set or ' 
po,utht!roof 

If )OU luve any of 
tllesc items, please 
phone the hotline so 
they can be collecl­
.., and pul 10 good 
UlC. 

Get Online, 
Girl! 

Evc-ryonc'a heard about the 1rucrnct and 
Ille worldwide web, ix. the international 
TO community has embraced it wi1h a 
vengeance, There arc numerous: web ,itcs 
devoted to transgeodercd issues, informa­
tion and conccms. You can shop for every­
thing from books lO lingtric to btt:a..u 
fonns. You can find out exactly what the 
Hen.ry Benjamin Sundards of Care arc, get 
the late.<t ttn on honnonc therapies find 
011 when the big cvenu an, taking place, 
Silly in touch with poliucol action and 1 o 
happenings. receive free newsletters, and 
converse with sisters all o,er the world. 
So do it: gc:1 ywr modem, comae, a sen-a 
file nclCOm or s~ico. and join the E, 
revolution. 

Albany NY Area; TGIC­
Onlioe 
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Messages exchanged on TOIC-Online 
focus on eveots of interest to traasgen­
dcred people in a region from Lalcc Placid 
to Ki,pton. 

If you ore interested in joining the net­
work. or want rnoro inform.a1ion about 

TGIC, drop a li■c to Gina at 

Lingerie Loonin~s 
Ia ,. .. • lovely Sunday nigl,t ln June. 

Mysaeriously, along 1he Danfortl a surpris­
ing number of largish women slowly made 
their way to a s1orc that had a sign in the 
window saying, "Closed for private func­
tion. • Inside the gals who gatllcrcd thcte 
we-ro ago,. 1hc shop, which is Toronto's 
largest lingerie store, is 01 leos1 60 feet 
wide by 80 feet deep, and covered floor 10 

ceiliJ18 Wllb racu and radcs of Kntmp­

tious lingerie. 
Sophia's Lingerie, S42 Danfonh Ave, 

(461-6113). was the locatioo fo, our June 
shopping event. Sophia and her staff were 
on hand 10 help as find the best fittmg 

IFGE Opens TG Bookstore 
On Janoary 2. I 996. tlie LF.G.E. 

opened its doors al its Waltham HQ for 
dl.1'0C1 walk•ln•CuMomer sale, of books, 

• and, periodicals and an "On-thc-
Road- T rave Ii ng" 

book."tOCQ for 
anizations in 1he 
icini1y. The book-
s t o r e , 
Synchronicity, is 

, ,. under the m.a.n-
agcmcni of 

. Vanessa 
Munay. 'MIO 
ha~ been wortc. 
ing part 1ime as 
a volunteer for 
the IF.GE. 

over the last 
nine months. 

There ls no 
Other book 
SIOrt anywhere 

like it. Sy1chroniaty 
will serve a wide variety of 

cu:.comcrs: Tnuaigcndcrc.d 
indiYiduals sc:cking self-understanding and 
help "ith the issues llley face. 
Professionals in the medic.al, mental health 
and outreach fields, seeking 10 deepen their 
understanding of crossdressers, transsc,u­
Als, and ochtt lnllSgcndCTCd andhiduals. 
Journalists lllld acadanics looking foe a 
one-stop source of up-to-date books and 
publica.tioos about the various a.cpects of 
uanigender pbcr,omena. 

The openiag ol Syncbroruc11y ts rcpre­
sent1tive of change in the community and 
the world. Oaea1er acceptance of diversity 
is happening all lllOUnd us, and 1ransgender 
people are less fea,fuJ of openly leanmg 
abol.1 themselves. Althouga there a,e other 
groups lll:lling books to lhe community, 
some of these arc for profit enterprises. 
The I.F.O.E. is a non-profit organization, 
and tbc oc:c proc<cds fror, sale> BOCS to 

outreach, bulldmg bridges wit!, olhcr 
minorities, educating helping profession­
als, and research. 

Boolmore hours arc: I ()-4 M-Th, I 0-
7;30 Fri. Sat; TBA. Wall-in: 123 Moody 
S1., Wakham MA 

Fantasia Fair Is Upon Us 
Tune to register 10 attend the 1996 

l'onfair an Provincetown, MA (Oct. 20-27) 
is quickly running out. There ore at least 
six Xpressions gals ancnrung this year, tnd 
weexpecttohaveabitll. ~11qqiAhclawtll 
be house mother of Faittanks House, our 
Canadian consubtc in Ptown, and she will 
be ably as,,l>ted by Mclllosa, your mcm­
bcnhip chairlad). Pamela, your O,arlady. 
Karen and Micl:eline will also be there. 
(We have high bof'<" for 
Micheline's Marie , 
Antoineue outfit 10 

""'· lint """'at th<> 
Fantasy ball.) If 
you're conung, let 
us know-there's 
room for you. 
loo! Call t1,c ebb 
hodinc if you netd 
more info. 

Great 
Dinners 
Coming 

ThcAugi,sl 3l5l 
dimer will be a 
sp<eial one. It wiU 
be bold in 
Hamilton-the 
first time we've had 
a d.in.aer out of 

Toronto. It's going 10 
be at Fran's in the Howard 
Jobns0111 oa King Slrt'ft. TI>t rime u 
always, is g pm, and we hope :;ou'II be 
there. 

The September dinner will be back in 
Toronto at Bumpkins located a1 21 
Giou=ter St., Just east of Yonge. We 
h:l•e our own priva1e dinina room. so. i( 

you're thinking about finally coming out 
10 • diMer, this is a nice discreet one. And 
the food is ally good! 

In October "e' II be back at Southern 
Accents on Mark.ham St., j1.1~1 south of 
Bloor. We'll once again dine on fabulous 
Cajun food in our own room. If you 
mi»cd tbc .... one, ihcn you •howd make 

it lhis ltmc. TI><y re.illy loved us! 

Shopping Resumes! 
1lle suarme:r hiatn Is ending, and shop 

till you drop night< arc rerumini. Plans 
are for shopping nights to be organized 
about every second month. Locutions 
indud< Addition-Elle. Big Time. sand His 
& Her Wip. So swt dropping loonies 
inao that piggy bwlk-you·u need them. 

Nlela Miller Workshops Great 
Success 

Judging by lhc excited and woncrous 
glow emanating from tll the gals who 
attended the Niela Miller workshops that 
1 as t 

weekend or June, she cenalnly had a major 
impact on ■ttClldees. The couple> work­
shop which focused on communication 
within o relationship was a tremendous 
success, w,Ul many couples exprtssang the 
opinion that they "ere ercatJy helped b) 
their panicipation. "When you listen to 
otltcr people talking, and you bear your• 
self," one panner told me. "then you begin 
to understand that you ore not alone in 
your fears and roncem,_ nm·s very vall-
daine." 

The individuals workshop was held 
o,·er 1wo days, Saturday and Sunday ravm 
IO a.m to I p.m.. Everyone I spoke to felt 
that being there made impotUnt changes in 

their sclf-una"' lllld oclf-undentonding. 
"h was emotionally exhausting, and some­
times even scary," one participant said, 
"but I learned more about my~lf, and who 
I am, and what I w.,t than I ever thought I 
could." 

Nici a 's visit is a.n ex.citing new step for 
Xpressions. If the club is 10 branch ou1 
into W<)wtb areas dw explore more than 
the (very imponana) social ••pttt.• ol our 
lives, then suppon for such activities b 
vi1al. J know one goal we all have is to 
loam more aboul our<elvet and who and 
,..flat and why we are the way we are. 
Work1hops like these afford us opportunl• 
tie• for doing ju<t that. Cong .. 1s 10 the 
organizers! 

Style 

I hope eveYfl)ne has noticed by now the 
style of the reader bas changed a little. 

How do )IOU like it ? 
C)n1hi1 has ju~ purchased some new 

software and decided 10 show It otf for this 
jssuc. 

Please feel free 10 oanment on any part 
of Lhc reader and its C0111.C:Ol5. 

Email lhc edi1or, write.phone lhc hotline 
or see us at an event. 

we need feed bock! 
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New name, new look 
for the bible of the 

world's transgendered 

By Laura M. 

The Intccoatiooal Foundation ror Geoder 
Education's (IFGE) premier educational tool has a 
new name and look. With issue 74, winter 1995!.16, 
TAPESTRY Journal became TRANSGENDl!R 
Tapestry. But much more than just the periodical's 
nameplate has changed. 

Apparently 10 draw second looks on Nonh 
American news$Und<. the front cover photo in the 
first two issues under the new format bas featured 
ramous film TGs -- Pattick Swayze in To Wong 1-oo, 
Thanks for Everythina. Julie Newmar; and Julie 
Andrews in Victor, Victoria. Both stars, 1111d their 
mm,, an: hailed In the magazine as having positive­
ly ponrayed the transaendercd. Previously the cover 
spotlighted genuine CDs and TSs. It remains to be 
seen if this swi1ch In cover emphasis is pennanent. 

A roster of head.lines a,iving the reader a hint of 
what there is to read inside has also been added to the 
cover. This is particularly useful since often times the 
magazine is sold in l:>nnlc:<1ores ard TV boutiques 
inside sealed plastic sleeves. 

Ou the inside. the magazmc now sporu full-colour 
photogn1phy. In the pa<l Tapestry didn't have colour 
beyond the cover and back page. And its black and 
white pictures were flat and grey. Except for those 
taken by Mariette Pathy Allen. they were usually 
quite amateurish and not particularly interesting, 
focusing on TG events in the United States. 

There ore still photo, fmm TG events, lou of grip 
'n grins and award presentations, but olso some 
engaging pictllrCS. Bom the colour efforts and the 
black and white shot.<; demonttrate more thought is 
going into the selection of pictures and the cropping. 
Photo reproduction has also been enhanced, to a 
degree. 

Spealciog of photos, tb<m are still tons of faces of 
TGs with personal ads. But they are being printed 
now in a specia t cefltre pull-Out section on a different 
paper stock t.han the res1 of the magazine. And one or 
lhe mosr passable advertisers stars in the Cull-page 
rover shot introducing this part of the publico.tion. 
This section also contains news lid-bits from TG 
groups around the world, the traditional directory of 
organizati()n.~ and listing of major events, o. sprin­
kling of short articles, and a few ads. 

Xprcss,ons and Monarch have a profile in 
Transg_endered. c.spcciaJly gratifying since, the publi­
cation is American TG community dominated. 

Several people who have been, or arc still. 
invoh·ed w-ith the clubs. ad,-en.:ise in the personals -­
Robyn V.. Dawna Tracy, Glen M and Robynn Marie 
Layne from Cllnada and Janice from New York state. 
Three of them mention their Xprcssions membership 
in their ads. In a story about To Wong Foo, there's a 
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qu0<e from 1he old Monarcb mag·s review of the rnm. 
And the fall Mardi Oras is alsoi,lusged. Both clubs 
are included in the directory of organizations. 

Mauy magazines aimed at TGs at)(I !heir admi.rers 
have strong sexual overtones. To be sure there arc a 
few. such as LadyLil:e, that bave avoided the trash, 
bu, tltis genre of magazine ts rare. The old Tapestry 
never !looped to smut for the sake of selling maga• 
zincs and Transgendercd has maintained that tradi­
tion. Thankfully, it's not a pubticallOn designed to tit­
illate. 

However, Tapestty always seemed a little too seri­
ous and quite clinical. And too often it overe.-.,ha­
si1.ed tra,nssexuals ud TG politics. 1bere w2s too 
much weight given to honouring community leaders 
and the magazine used 10 lea,.., the impression there 
was. no fun involved in being tnmsge.ndered, just tri­
als and tribulations. 

The revamped magazine i, attempting to inject 
some fun into its pages with itemi s1,1ch as advice 
columns for CDs, a qlliz to help people decide where 
they fit m the broad SpeClrum of TO behavioor, infor­
marion about make-up. etc. The bah1:oce between 
CDs and TSs bu been improved and co,'CT&ge of 
F2M., has been beefed up. There's also film and book 
reviews. stories about TGs in hi~rory. people items 
and some fiction. 

Long interviews presented as verbatim questions 
and an-"W~n: with major playen in. the community, 
such as a leader ofTri•Ess, loot to be becoming a sta­
ple. 

Certainly. some of 1hese types of material were in 
the old Tapestry, but they got lost in all the preaching. 
The lighter touch now ghen to the magazine's con­
ten1. fi-orn front to baclc.. has made the toto.J pockogc 
more inviting and enjoyable. 

"It's a better retid than in tbe put." 

Applause for the new format. as evidenced by the 
letters section in issue 7S. js: ruo.ning about 10 to one. 

Of course, there is still room for improvement. For 
instance, conllnuations from the end of one part of an 
o.rticle to the rest of the piece, ttill wnd the reader to 
the magttine's back pages too irequently. And some­
times rhe di=tions aren't accurate - the reader turns 
ro page X and the matcrio.l there isn't u CQntinutnioo 
of what be/she was reading. In one case, the meat of 
a pboto/lypc feature is on the back half of the jump, 
no1 at the s:~ u it D()ffllalJy ,vould be. 1n faimcss, 
this is partly because of where the colour positions 
fall in the publication. 

And Tnin1gcndercd, while bolstering its photogn,• 
phy, still looks pretty g,ey because there's too much 
type and not enough an. The magazine's management 
would be well ad, 1i$cd to bon-ow o.n idea from Joanne 
Robens' LadyLil:e and invite readers to send in their 
own pies. Page reproduction is also flat, there's little 
or-nocontrosi 

But, overall, the new p•blication gives readers a 
better bang for their bucks. ~ 

JoA.an Robens 

"Everybody knows the world is full of 
stupid people." - The Refreshments 
"Bandido" 

Fint some fashion news- Want • little 
pllilosophy with yoor cosmetics? Stila cos­
metics paclcs a bon mot with C.1Ch of its 
products. For example, inside your race 
powder you might find. ·11 is never too late 
to be what you might have been." That by 
Gco,:ge Elliott. 

Bob Mack.It Is back Into the "spectal 
occasion" dress marlcet. Mackie took a side 
trip into less extravagant couture, but found 
that he wanted to retUm to his first and most 
,uccessful love-beads. Mackie <ay, his new 
line will be much less expensive" than his 
previous creations with some dresses_ selling 
for as "little as $700." Hey. Bob. ship me a 
dozen of those beadtd numbers. 

"A relisltislS dream rome true," is how 
one friend described Baro Wire starring the 
mamrnillary-enhanccd Pamela Lee 
Anderson. Corsets, fishnets and thigh-high 
boots everywhere. Even under Jimited 
release (less than I 000 theaters), the movie 
is raking in the dough. Jusr wait until it hirs 
video. 

Joining RuPaul as a spokesperson for 
M•A·C cosmetics is the unlikely personage 
of one. lc.d.lang. I ca.y "unlikely .. not because 
Jang is a lesbian, but because up to now her 
"look" bas been fre,sh-faced and sans-make,. 
up. I guess she', working <>n a new look:. 

The newsgnups alt.trarugendered and 
soc.support- transgcn<lercd were aflame for 
most of February and March whc-n the two 
groups were (SOOle 1.-ould say) "invaded"_ by 
transsexual absolutists. These absoluttsrs 
claim there arc onJy tranSVC1$titcs who are 
men and "true" post-op tran.Ssexuals who are 
women. A trans-genderist is really just a 
transvestite phlyiog at being a wo,rui.n. Now, 
I haven't been on the net that long, but l have 
been in one or rwo flame wars myself and 
J'.,-c observed seven\l, but the nasty, mean­
spirited rhetoric coming from both sides in 
this so-called debate could have stripped the 
epoxy pa.int off a. ship's hull. The rcaJ extent 
of the danuge was revealed in a private post 
by a newbie who was afraid to attend a local 
support group meeting foe fe4r it wou.td be a 
hostile environmcnL Fortunately. she was 
convinced it would be safe and enjoyed her 
fU'St visit. 

You ._,d It bere nrst. Two new tranS• 
gender books have hit the street. Leslie 
Feinberg', Transgender Warriors was pre­
released by Beacon Press in time fur tb.c 
IFGE Convention in April and is in book• 
stores now. we've also got it in the Mall at 
the COS Bookstand for you now (see review 
in this issue. Ed) However. we've got the 
scoop on an even newer book, The Man In 
Tbe Red Velvet Dress by J. J. ADeo, a mcm• 
berofthecommunity. Allen's book explores 
the ttansgender commimity with an inside~'• 
eye and a critical one at that. ThtS bOOk IS 

going to whip up * storm of conrroversy and 
discussion. It's 216 pages with 12 pages of 
photos (yours truly ,s inlcudcd). Look for it 
at the CDS Boohtand now. 

While I'm on the subject of dresses... 
There is often confusion between Misses 
and Womens s~ so let's try 10 clear tha1 

up. Womens sizes tend to be shorter through 
the trunk, as much as an inch or more. And. 
Womens sizes are designed differen1ly. 
Typically, a Misses dress is designed as a 
size 8 and is then scaled •P to an 18 and 
doWl'I ro a 2. A Women, dress is designed as 
a size 20 and then scaled up and down. The 
result is that the proponions end up quite 
different. A Womens 14 (14W) is re.Uy 
much closer to a Misses 16 than a Mi<ses 14. 

To help you squeeze into that Misses 14is 
a who1c new IU"t1lY of foundation garments 
from the likes of Nancy Ganz Bodyslimrners 
Hourglass Dress slip, corset-like body 
bnefe-rs from Na.tori, and Mirncl~ Slips from 
Victoria's Sectet. Even the Hane's One Place 
catalog has a corselcnc. On a recent visit to 
Lee Brewster's Mardi Gras Boutique in 
NYC Ms. Brewster steered me to an inws• 
lfial.;.,.ngth corsolctte by Jezebel that is 
just fabulous and it's really prclt)' too. Ask 
for item# 751. You'll love it. The bootique is 
Joe.led at 400 W 14th St, near 9th Avenue. 
21 :z..M5-I 888. Lee will be opening a store­

front in the Shopping Mall soon. Keep 
watch. 

Cosmetic., haven't made i1 big time on 
the Internet yet, but there are a few sites for 
cosmetics. Aveda and Biomedic are two that 
are online, and Oiniqu.e cosmetics can be 
found at www.univbkstr.com/clinique/ 
although it is not an official Oinique site. 
Co:smeliCJ :specifitally for the trcmsgender 
community a,c sold by Genteel l'Toducts. 
Tell Cindie l sent you. 

Revlon's new ColorSbty foundation. I 
haven't tried ii yet, but I did gcr email from 
Nicole who did and she liked it... a lot. She 
said h was as good as the Max Factor Active 
Protection base r,e been touting for years. 
There is one negative. She says it takes tons 

of makeup remover to get it off. &tter your 
face than yoor clothes. 

MTV annouo«d they're giving Chicago 
Bulb :>W" Dennis Rodmllll his own show. At 
a press conference where Rodman was 
wearing pink nnil polish, be said, "I could be 
[transmitting] ina S•Y bar, daricing with gay 
guys. even kissing a gay guy." When ask~ 
if he was gay, Rodman said he wasn t. 
Interestingly enough. the gay/lesbian com­
munity seems to understand Rodman quite 
well. One lesbian activist said Rodman was 
a transvestite and that was just fine wirb her 
since he is calling attention to pC(lple of dif­
ference. Rodman may be the greatest thing 
that's happened to this community since 
RuPaul. Someone ought to invite him to a 
gender event. (See article on Rodman in this 
issue, fld.) 

There's bttn a mini-explO!UMI of tg 
related vendors on the net. Jest last month 
Lee's Mardi Gras Boutique, Lola Inc., and 
Melody Product~ lntemational, opened 
online stores associated with the TG Forum 
Shopping Moll at 
<http://www.cdspub.com/vndr.btml>. There 
arc now 11 vendors at the Mall and you can 
buy jUSt about aoything you can dream of 
online and discretely, There's nothing quite 
like surfing the net al 2 AM in your nightie 
searching for fcshnet hose. Visit Lee's at 
<http://www.lmgnye.com>; Lola 01 
<http://www.lolainc.com>; and Melody at 
<http://www.melpro.com>. 

The Sc,cond International Congress on 
Sex & Gender Issues is coming along nice• 
ly. Registrations have staned coming in and 
Sheila Kirk reports that a major name in 
transgender research bas agreed 10 be one of 
the plenary speakers. Watch for an official 
pres.s rolc.ase in September. By the way, 
should anyone ask, the deadline for program 
and workshop submissions is tan. 15, 1997. 

Okay, onto kewl stuff ... Hair fashion for 
Fall is the sUckcd-back look. 1 envy those 
who have their own hair they can pull back 
Uno a bun or eb.ig11on. That look is so ele­
gant and graceful. I've seen this done with a 
wig. but in order to pass close inspection at 
the lu1i.rlinc, we're talking mucho <linen) and 
a custom--made hairpiece. Most of us can 11 
afford that cost for realism. Other fads we'll 
be seeing are military look> and lo"' or 
metallics. especially gold. 

Sexv shoes seem to be back in the Fall 
lineup td'ter several sea.sons of what amount­
ed to combat boots with heels. The latest 
Speigel caralog has a pair of high heel in 
si.Us upto 12 medium and 11 wideforabou1 
S65. ln fact. an.kle strap heels arc among the 
really hot items for Fall. The style.~ range 

TMR Reader • Fall 96 • Issue 43 29 



Blame it on brain sex 

By Laura M. 

Proof that transg(,ndcred behaviour 
stems at least in pan from what is popular­
ly tenned "brain s.x" oould be just around 
the corner. 

Pioneering research of global signifi• 
c,mce is taking place in Canada, with sci­
entists slowly unlocking the my5teri~ of 
the mind, including how differences in 
brain construction impacts on sex and gen­
der differences. 

One of the most important of these med­
scieotists is psycholgist Sandra Witelson of 
Hamilton. 

Demonsttated variations between lefl 
and right brain functions in males and 
female has shown tha1 brain se>< plays an 
enonnous role in the behaviour differences 
between the genders. Biological differ­
~oc:c.s in the bmio acoo1.mt fOf' behaviour -
not just social conditioning. 

There is concrete and mounting evi­
dern,;;c. that phy:siei!l brain <liffcrem.:Q, nnd 
how the minds work in response to stimuLi, 
don't just account for the behaviour varia­
tions between men and wo,nen but also 
betweeen heterosexuals and homosexuals. 

Here's Jus1 a few example or the brain 
structure differences unc,ovcrcd so far. The 
brain hypothalami in transsexuals is far 
closer in size to that of a woman than a 
man. And women's arc smaller than men's. 
In one area of the temporal lobe of the 
brain, the pan of the braia used for Ian• 
guage skills. women's brains typically con­
tain about 11 per cent more brain cells than 
men. And as men grow older, the oorpus 
co.ll~um shrinks while there is no loss in 
size of this rcgioo of the grey-rrunter in 
women. In homosexuals (male or female), 
the corpus callosum is about 13 per cent 
larger than in heterosexuals ( of the same 
sex). The bypothalamis, an area of tbe 
brain directly involved in sexual behaviour 
is a different size in gay men than it is in 
straights. 

There arc many other cases of all or part 
of the left or right hemisphere of the brain 
varrying in size between different groups 
of people. But it's more than just a region 
or part of the brain being bigger or smaller 
that makes poople c1i11'erent. 

The re.~arch shows there's a correlation 
between these size differences and groups 
of people. For inSUUlce, dyslexic children 
have fewer differences between their two 
brain hemispheres. And what differences 
do c:tist are more pronounced in boys than 
girls. 

As Ms. Wltelson told Maclcan's recent· 
ly. oonventional wisdom was always that 
"except for anatomical differences in men's 
and women's bodies, everything e,Jsc is 
supposed to be the same, except where 
things have been distoned by social 
forces:· However, with new bnin struturc 
differences being constantly discovered. 
"it may be better to recognize this and deal 
with it, rather than pretending that "IC are 
all the same." 

So what does it mean to the transgen­
dercd that there is proof aow tha1 ipen·s 
and women's brains "are actually different 
in some of the ways they are put tog her, 
ana1om1cauy and cbemlcalJy"? 

It strongly suBiest.s that in time med­
scientists will find that there are prot"und 
structural differences between the brajns of 
CDs and other tnUlSgenderists and pther 
men. Likely, they'll detennine that some 
parts of a CD's brai.n more closely resem­
bles a female brain. 

However, biology probably isn'} the 
only reason for bellaviour differences, It's 
just one of the reasons. Ms. Witelson note.~ 
that "upbringing and other environmental 
facts do play a treirendously imP'11'taJlt 
role~ in shaping a mind and the be➔iour 
it controls, including sex and gender den­
titY- '{ 

THE DUAL ALLIANCE 
Author. Stephanie Castle 

$19.95 PERCEPTIONS PRESS, 
Vancouver, B.C., 1995. 

Reviewed by: Roxy Wildskle. 

This is an help/hope book for the trans­
sexual. On the surface, the ~tory line 
seems simple, uncomplicated and, some­
times, naive if not totally unrealistic. But, 
I suggest, do not be fooled by thi, "fairy 
tale" appronch. Beneath the surface there 
is a warning in this book. If you are trans­
sexual or think that you are. beware. 
Transsexualism can be a socially destruc­
tive condition. Throughout tllis work of 
fiction. as: with non-fiction books on 1he 
subject. the transgendered condition is 
consistently treated in a constructive and 
intelligt-.nt manner with u.oderstQ.llding and 
compassion. Yet, from time to time, the 
reader must leave aside the medical and 
academic treatment of the subject of gen­
der dysphoria and face the prejudices of 
the "real" world. 
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As with alJ fiction, the underlying 
truth powers the narrative. The author, 
Stephanie Castle, is a post-operative trans­
sexual. who takes the reader into the per­
sonal lives of two transsexuals from total• 
ly divergent social and religious back­
grounds. The warning for the trans$exual 
reader lies in what I term to be the "what 
if' factors. Stephanie's protagonists are 
facing work, family and individual $aet­

tings in a cultural climate that eventually 
pans out to be totally enlightened and 
ideal. But, "what if' the reader i, trans­
sexual and has none of the physical and 
mental attributes that bless the "perfect" 
duo? ''What if' there be no family or 
work place suppon? Herein lies what I 
believe to be Stephanie's wisdom. She 
shows that expert counsel can and should 
be sought from medical, psychiatric and 
legal professions as well as from pee,s. 
Do nothing rash. Be patient. Foe.us on the 
bottom line of future health and happi­
ness. 

Braoe yourself if you are religious, a 
<ransvestite and/or gay. The two protago­
nists generate credibility and empathy for 
their gender dyspboria by continually 

reassuring their families and co-workers 
that they pose no ecooomic or moral threat 
be.cause they arc not transvestitite.s and 
most cenainly not gay. Remember that 
there is an heterosexual , "straight" uni• 
vc-ne of people (possibly some 90 per cent 
of humanity) that needs to be educated 
and sensitized 10 the reality that there are 
people whose geoderdoes not match their 
sex and people whose sex is biologically 
wrong. 

lo cooclusion. despit.e some personaJ 
difficulty with the uruealistic ease afford­
ed the protagonists in their pursuit of good 
health and happiness, I did indeed find the 
suppon material in this book to be most 
informative with respect to the biblical, 
moral, medical, psychiatric an.d legal 
assessments of transsexualism. { 

Becoming A Man 

Albanian virgin, 55, has 'not had bad life as a 
man' 

by Barbar-a-
TORONTO STAR· Joly 2. 1996 

LEPIJROSH,Albania -Serna--•• 14 when she decid­
ed to become a ,nan. 

It was a sacrifice dictated by the ltarslt cin:umstaru:es 1n wllich 
hl"'f family found it..~clf. 

fler father bad died, leaving his widow, four daughters and a 
baby son to cope m their own. In these pitiless mountains 
choked with rock and brush. it was unthinkable t.o run a bot.JSA> 
hold without a man in charge. Sema volunteered for the job. 

She cropped her hair short and donned trousers. She went to 
work m the fields. She changed her na.me from Senn to ils mas­
culine equivalent, Selman, and her mother and sisters began 
referring to her with the pronouns "he" and ·-him." 

..rve lived my whole life u a man. 1'..-e got the habit~ of a 
man .. .Jf anybody has a problem "'ith it, I've got my gun to deal 
with them," said Se~now 55, with a blustery ges­
turo to the back pocket of her baggy gray trousei:s. 

What's remarkable is that nobody here has a problem with it. 
The men in the village accept Selman~ a man among 
equ.Als. In this deeply con-s,ervative cuhure. her decision to 

become a man flows from a centuries-old, noble tradition. 
In a 1909 book about Albania, British travel writer Edith 

Durhtun describes the tradition of •• Albanian virgins» - womeo 

who take an oath never to marry to fill a void left by a dearth of 
males. The folklore of nonbcrn Albania and bordering 
Montenegro i,s rich with heroic accounts of these avowed virgins 
who sometimes be<ame fierce warriors or village chieftains. 
Until receltly, when Albania reopened to outsiders after a half­
century of Stn.linist communism, it was widely believed the tra­

dition had died out. 
-.,as born here in 1940, the youngest offou1 daugh• 

tcrs. Older girls were married or cngoged ond the brother a baby, 
when their dad died. She gradually assumed responsibility for 
tending fields and for making the arduous, three-hour trip by 
mule to sell crop3 in the neQreSl city. 

Rolling a cigarette, she explained that "Until I was 18 to 20, I 
had proposals of marriage. My brother was old enough to work 
and my mother said I should follow the fate of my sisten lllld get 
married. But. ooce something is decided, you can't undo it and I 
already thought of myself as man." 

As head of the houschoJd, -took responsibility for 
selecting a wife for her brother. She wore a suit and tie at his 
wedding, assuming the role of father of the groom. 

"I've had lo work very hard to earn brcod for the family and to 
be honest and correct in my relations with others,•· she said. uBut 
no, I never regret the decision. I've not had a bad life as a man." 

She happily acknowledges her life is fo.r easier these days. Her 
brother. Elez, bas four sons • two abrood who send money to the 

family and two who work the fields. So much of her time is spent 
smoking and drink:g "rak:i" brandy with the men of the village. 

Eloz - ife-, Hasije, does all lhe housework and looks 
at the woman she refers to as her brother-in-law with just a hint 
of envy. "There is no doubt that the woman's life is tougher. I 
have to do everything - the laundry, the cleaning-up. the cooking 

for six men," said Hasijie. 
Selman -is the first and only avowed virgin in her 

.Muslim vilh.ge. The tradition is more common among Albanian 

Catholics. 
Hasan Xllafenj, 60, tells how his mother. Sugare, cransfonncd 

h<:ThC>lr into a man aft« h.is rather was killed in a fire in 1941. She 
was 28 and eight months pregnant with her fourth child. Having 
no brothers or grown sons to run the family, she assumed the role 
of a man. 

"She had to work as a man. She wore man's clothe.~ to show 
thal sbewasnot available for marriage. Theothcr men addressed 
her as a man - she wws equal to everybody• and we kids culled 

her father," said Xhaferaj, who still lives with her in a remote vil­
lage. Uji I Shenite (Sacred Water). 

Sugare, now 78. te8uined wearing women"s clothing only fuu 

years ago, her son said -{ 
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Mary Roach 
[Excerpted from Vogue Magazine.) 

Imagine a spa devoted to pcnnanently vaporizing unwanted body 
hair: Vogue Magazine's Mary Roach checks into Spa Thu:a and lets a 
laser do her legwork. 

Nikolai■lll■9s a man with a funny little secret. He bas one hair­
less leg. It ·s llis right one, from just above his loafer to lus knee. He 
achieved this himself, to test the hair removaJ laser he has developed for 
a company called ThcnnoLase. llliliiii is one of the world's many 
laser expcns who have turned their estimable talents from national 
defense to important peacetime pursuits. such as tidy bikini lines and 
smooth, comely underanns. 

It all goes weU, my own calves will look Just like-only 
fatter and without the natty dress socks. Following a meeung at 
ThennoLase in La Jolla, California, I will be whisked across town to Spa 
Thlra, the firm's newly opened hair-removal spa. Like wiry chin hairs, 
Spa Thira will be popping up across the land, beginning later this year in 
Dallas and Beverly Hills. 

says two treatments with the laser renda'ed his calf bald, 
and lhat it has remained so for the past three y""'8. 1 may or may not be 
as lucky as he has been. It sometimes talces four or five treatments. As 
witl1 etoorolysis, the hairs that are lying dormant in the telogcn, or ··rest­
ing." stage escape the blitzkrieg to grow in as they normally would, sev­
eral weeks or months later. '1bat's why we mo,'ed in the direction of 
multiple creatmcn,s, •• says ThennoLase CEO John Hansen, who is sitting 
in on my meeting with ■ 

The Spa Thira program works file this: In exchange for anywhere 
from Sl,400 10 $3,000, depending on the size of the body pan an<I the 
stubbornness of the hairs (chin hairs are especially tenacious). Spa Thira 
will continue zapping noy hairs that regrow for a period of one year. 
ThermoLase operalions manager Mark Wunb (one of tbe few 
ThermoLase employees with all their original body hair) envisions a 
minimum of four treatments. The hope is that a year's worth of lasering 
will suffice 10 penna,1emly <Ii.sable all the follicles. It it doesn't-If you 
should hove, as they say, a rcsu,eencc-the hairs can be treated during 
S250-to-S400-a-, "maintenance" visits once or twice a year. 

I have asked to explain the technique. What exactly is this 

laf§[ f3jpg 13 do tome; nod how?_ . . 
11111111 llbegrns. 'The .rdea rs srmple.'' (Accent rs Russian.) "You 

have white cur und black car. Put under the SWl. Which one will be hot? 
Black One." 

Of course, now I see. They're going to upholster my calves in black 
vinyl at)d leave me in a parking lot while they run some errands. 

"We have some special black lotion which we arc rubbing into the fol­
licles," ,continues. "Black lotion absorbs laser ene,gy. 
Energy goes straight to black; doesn't interact with skin, blood vessels, 
melanin-only follicles. So. Inside follicle, wecreaie a small explosion.'' 

Hansen puts a hand on rrn. "Nick. ... " 
"Li.kc atomic bomb-phoof1° 
"Whoa, Nick, let's not use words like explosion." He rums to me. 

"We like 10 say vaporize." 
ketches an cxplod ... -er, vaporiiing--cell .. 'What we have 

afterward is cell damage: temperature damage and mechanical damage­
coagulated proteins and mechanical eruptions." Hansen winces quietly. 

~pile tho htmsh vocnbulary. FDA .$8{ety ttials showed oo damage to 
surrounding skin. The sweat glands still functioned, and there is no scar­
ring or lasting side effects. In fact,iiiiii1aims the skin looks bct­
tc-r a.ftcrwud-smoother, softer. ttnd with smaller pores. So much bccter 
that studies are under way to docu.rrent the laser's "skin rejuvenation'" 
effects. 

pulls up his pant leg, •~You wW11 to feel?"' 

'•That's OK." 
Spa Thim is gorgeous. If you're going to have pro­ Hot Buzz Continued ..... . 

tein coagulated, you couldn't pie~ a nicer place to do ,,..-.,,---~-,--.,--.--=~~--~--=---=---~= 
it. Blond w~ :soft lighting, lilies, and Perrier in the m the sexy (:is above) to the utilitarian pantyhose. Glamour ~taffers tested CK 

changing rooms. The Spa Thira experience begins Mary Jane. ($10.50), DKNY (Sil) and Wolford 
with a consultation. My consultant is Celeste Some genetic women are just learn- ($50) I that's nOI a typo] brands of scam• 
Amlicke, a 0awlcs:, beauty with a glossy bf aid of th.ink ing about Q. speci1.d lcind of cos:mctic lei.:s: pantyhose and universally loved 
black hair, the son of hair my own ignoramus genes surgery that many post-op transsexuals them. Believe it or not, the Wolfo'{' 
opted to plaoe on my calves and chin. ave known aboUI for years • the labia brand lasted longest and were, therefore, 

Celeste begins bcl' spiel. telling me that the spa ~~ Lift. Yes, ladjes, you too can have more tbe lea.st expensive on a per we~g 
named after the island Thira, in Greece, whose women sensitive labia with a simple operation. basis ($2.50/wearing). 
were known for having perfect skin, and presc-Otly ne woman reponed she became so sen- First, there was the Wooderbra tq 
introd11ccs me to Lilia, whose nrune tag identifies h« itive thtli. every time-she bumped against lift your bust. J'low~ .. ther,":ll tbtp 
as an aesthetician. "Lilia will be waxing your legs he washing machine while it was run- Wonderbody shaper to ~ouP\lDIL All 
today," Celeste says brightly. I take her aside and care- ning. she just stayed there. Must take a brought to you by lhO:SC-"Ct'afty" folb Ill 
fully explain that, no. inpoi.nl of fact, I'm here for the I long time to do the w:u;:h io her- Sara Lee lot.imates. WoU, it~ 10a1e 

laser hair removal. use. And, just so you guys don't feel sense. They used to• bum and -
Celeste smiles patiently. For optimum effective- left out, there is a procedure that can they lift them. 

nt$S, she explains, my follicles tn\JSt be empty vc$$ls, lengihen and thicken the pen.is-. Who .says \Vb.ile ltm 1!'-altjet of • 
wideopenlorcceivetheblacklotion. Soyes,inpoint sizedoesn'tmatter? some man,:if ~ lib J. Cnw, 
of fact, my legs will be waxed. There is a ccnain nag- The color of the season for Fall is actually offering ~ 14 and 16 
ging irony at work here. brown Ql'ld anything close to it. I always: Now o 14 Pe~ may Nein lib aa OJLY 

Now here's the lowdown on laser hair removal: At like chocolate and camel tan for the Fall. mor91!, but realize dtlt Pecile. ID CR 
its worst-in sensitive spots like the knees and And, most browns arc neutral enough ion wf14, refers to bcigld, IOl girth. 
anklcs--it feels like someone snapping tiny rubber lhey co.n be worn by o.nyone. Pe.tjte yet'§.iAo any given aise will luavti 
bands at your s~in (a sensation the Spa Thira broehnre The metallic look i< hot again (noth- t~ same~ill waill and hip ~ 
describes as "a rather exciting tingle"). At irs best- ing in fashion is ever really new). If you me:.,tis/btil\!!!' ,Cllkal dislances ~ 
wllich for me was about 80 pcr,;cnt of the time-you have Fair skin try: Eyes-any gold eye thesem-tswillbe""-,oftoij 
feel nothing beyond a mild warmth. shadow ... Lips-Chanel Hydra Soleil ;,py ll'l muehaaan incbintbewgus~ 

The laser's giant advantage over electrolysis is that Sheer lipstick... Nails-Orly Bronze Faillion lnvadm Ille Worl:IWitle 
it's infinitely f~r. The thousand or so hairs on nn Meu.llic. If you have Medium skin try: as it 1'as •~ elee.Hen, d.l, are 
upper lip or armpit can be lasered in a maner of min- Eyc,-.Guerlain Liquid Gold liner ... Lips• _s_ome of the cooie.t and besl of the 
utes. Doing it hair by hair via electrolysis takes Benefit SSHJ lipstick... Nails- ioo si!N ... 
months of weekly vi,its. Hoving your leg• cite- Maybelline 24K polish. For Olive skin Fuhim Cafe 
trolyzed is simply beyond the boundaries of cosmetic try: Eyes-Maybelline Gilded Bronze• http://www.nyliJrt.com/fas • 
sanity. shadow ... Lips-M For Dark skin try: trhe.Faslion l'age(oriainal) 

We're a qunrtcr of the way thrQugh now. It's a.n Eycs-Stila Killen shadows: ... Lips .. Valerie http://www.chamLnet/-;.-/ 
interesting little scene. I'm dressed in a plush white Kissing Kit... Nails- Creative Nail M,de m Jwy btlp://www.madc-in-
Spa Thira robe and a pair of laserproof industrial safe- Design Burgundy Foil. italy.c~ Oa:an Drive (Miami hip) 
ty goggles. My leg,, we coo.tcd with slippery !:>lock The N!ally HOT BUZZ for Fall i• bttp,J.fwwli,.~a,/ W-'o 
gunk. I look like a roughneck with a tenycloth fetish. the pant suit. Remember in the '70s when • <,..<Wire; h!!J);//www.women.com/ 

The laser work itself is done by a registered nwse women were being excluded from • ',:?' 
rnthcr thM an oo.sthctici.An. The beam $hoots out of a rcstaunmts for wearing pants? I guess rm So, {hose F my opinion&. ~ heYi 
handheld tube and ukes the form of a dime-size white old fashioned. I like skins nod dresses, what do I kn I lbink you mate 
spoUight on my skin. The spotlight eats a swath but pant suits arc hotter than ever. If you own happiness. fotm-? Wrile 
through tho blc.ck, vaporizing the sw-faoc lotion the muse be up-1<>-date, then it better be pants of this p~lication or email them 
way Pac-Man gobbles whatever it is he gobbles. for Fall. The most flattering look is long, Cybe~u~~.fll,~-c:cm. (e) 1996 
Undemcatl,, inside my follicles, little white dots flash lean trousers under a tunic length jacket. Crea11ve Desigi,.~ ervJCCS. 
and fade, like the Golf Wor Sc:uds •• seen on CNN). You'U look tall and slender. The right 

The entire process takes three hours. The nurse shoe to wear with pants this Fall has a 
leaves, Lilia returns to clean and massage my legs, and sturdy stacked heel and the pant cuff 
that is that. ihould fall just to 1he back of tht heel. 

As for the results, I can't really say. I've had only With all the slinky new apparel 
one treatment, and it was just three weeks ago; waxing made from microfiber, you have to be 
:Uonc is supposed to keep the hair ,.u bay for a month. careful what you wear under it. 
So far so good. Microfiber tops and dresses arc very 

My advice? Adopt a wait-and-see attitude. Wait for anforgiving and show every line of 
the price to come down; sec if the trcatmcot does undergarments. That's why companies 
indeed tum out to be permanent. My guess is that both like Victoria's Secret and Warner have 
will happen, and the Spa Thim will become as much a introduced seamless underwired bras nod 
household name as Nnir.'( seam.less panties, ~nd now seamless 

(Segmen.ts-oMlol Buz_i;.;used by JICl'1 
mission of JoAnn Rbberts, copyrigh~ 
1996, all right(.re~el!. No reproduc 
tioo without written pcnni,;si/,n of 
author. You can read the co;,piJ.,"t.,., 
rent Hot Buz.z in Rcnaiisance Ne~ 
Views or on the net at T~gepde-1 
Forum (http://www.tgforum.com/con': 
tent 1.Ittml) -( 



One of the most painful 

aspects for some women who are 
involved with a gender-gifted man is lhe 
sexual side of the n::lation~hip, and how, 
if at all, lhe crossdressing fitS into it. I 
thinl: this is such a perwnal thing that 
thetc ca.mot be a gencntlizcd right or 
wrong; rather, eadl couple must individu­
ally confront it and deal with it. 

One of my deat fricnds 1 Janje, iSc an 
extraordinarily open-minded woman. Her 
capacity for loving is amazing, and it sur­
rounds the lucky recipient. Janie married 
her crossdressiog husband last 
I anuary, and, as she had been 
married previously to a 
crossdresser and wid• 
owed, I would 

some 
experi­
ence 

a marriage. 
Janie presented a 

Bedrooms Issues pro­
gram at the. Spouses 
Partners International 

Conterence for Education {SPICE) last 
July. During i1 she shared her own person­
al experiences and thoughts. One of the 
most thought provoking comments she 
made was th:u the most powerful. electri­
fying sexual experience of her life was 
when she willingly allowed her husband to 
act out his number one crossdressing fa,n.. 
tasy. 

It turned out 10 be )1st as fantastic for 
her as it was for him 

As l said, Janie is an extraordinary 
woman, and her operrness about her hus­
band's sexual needs is extraordinary. 
However, because it is right for Janie does 
not necessarily mean it is right for me, or 
for you. We all want to have electrifying. 
fantastic sexual experiences, but not all of 
U$ can deal with the idea of a man in 
women's clothing in bed with us. 

Ooe of the things yo• will read and hear 
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over and over again is that often a woman 
fears tha1 she may have lesbian tendencies 
if she goes 10 bed with her partner when he 
is dre..~sed u: a woman. or even worse, that 
she could be turned on by this man in that 
state. Every article and book I 
have read cmphatlcaJly 
Stales that this is not 
true. The majority 

nor 

they 
those tenden­
cies, and they 
should just get rid 
of this fear. If we 
confront this: fear and 
dissolve it, it still brings 
us to the fact that many of 
us s.till have pa.rt1'ers who want to wear lin­
gerie to bed and make love. 

So many of us have been reared to 
expect our husbands to be macho meo, 
very virile, dominating in bed, bringi_ng us 

to mind.less orgasms. They must be hairy. 
muscular, so very manly. Instead. we find 
ourselves in bed with a man who has 
shaved that wonderful body hair off, wbo 
often would rather be dominated than 
dominating, and who is wearing a lacy 
nightgown or a sexy little number that we 
would much rather be wearing. He's prob­
ably wearing a wig and all his makeup, 

too! It goes against everything we have 
been raised to expect in a man, and I 

can't blame any woman for going 
into major shock. 11nd total sexual 

turnoff. 
On the other hand, are we, 
a~ women. tuned in to our 

own bodies and needs? Do 
we understand that our 

sexuaJ satisfaction 
resu solely with 

ourselves? This 

esteem. 
means changing 

c.verything ou.r 
mothers taught us about 

being a woman.. I personally 
believe thnt one reason a woman 

cannot stand her partner to be cross­
dressed in bed is because she is relying too 
much on his ability to a.rou,c her. By being 

in bed crossdre-md, he is already making 
a statemeot that it excites him. 

ll he knows that hj,; femt.le p;utner 
doesn't like i~ it shows a huge lack of sen­
sitivity to her needs, as weU as tremendous 
selfi,hness if he in,ists on it. To the female 
panner, it is as though he is saying. "You 

arc nOt alluring enough to attract me, so I aced to have the tu.m­
on of wearif\g lingerie in order to reach satisfaction." It SOijnds 
very cruel, even abusive. However, again, I tbink it is going to 
depend on the man. 

It may be that he finds his partner very alluring, very desirable, 
but the dressing adds spice to it all, making it all the more excit­
ing for him. It docs not nece:is.atily me.an &t all that he does not 
find you, his panoer, exciting. 

And, if you have a reasonably communicativerelationsnip, you 
can just ~k. him a.bout it. Hopefully, he will answer you hoocstJy. 

If your husband or panner is a loving man, sensitive to your 
needs, then he will be honest about it. And, if you find that he 
does find )'QU att-ractive, then it should pn your fears to rest. 
Believe him! 

If your husband is generally abusive to you, dishonest or 
un,loving, then you might weU ~lieve tha1 he is only being twned 
on by the lingerie, not by you, and that you are only a vessel for 
his sexual outlet. It is not malcing love at all. It is simply a physi­
col oet devoid of nny feelings of love or desire or oocnpassion for 
his partner. If this is the case, I urge you to seek counseling as 
soon as you can-you are being deprived of everything you 
de~rvo rus o woman, nod you need to find out why you oro allow• 
ing it to go on. I think you need to learn to like yourself, see your­
self as the specw. wonderful, desirable woman you are inside. 

If you can communicate in your relationship with your partne-r, 
and he tells you he does, indeed. want you, then you both need to 
be very honest with each other about what your individual needs 
are. Tel1 him tha1 it doesn't tum you on when he's in bed dressed, 
that it makes you feel undesirable, and as though he is finding 
excitement in his dressing and nOI in you. Talk about what you 

need, bur then be willing to talk about h.is needs, too. 
Try to come to some compromise that will be satisfying to both 

of you. Be willing to be open about your fantasies, and utilize 
your fanta.Sies. lu a lov ill& and warm rclalionship. honesty extend,5 
right into the bed. You should be able to share those interesting 
thoughts that excite you. Offer to live out one of bis fantasies in 
return for h.im ma.king you.t fantasy come true. Fi.nd inventive 
ways to give each other pleasure. Allow the intimacy of the mind 
and bean to blend "ith lhe intimacy of the body. 

I th.ink it is rare to find a woman such as Janie who takes b.is 
excitement and turns it into her excitement, too. However. you 
need to kn.ow that Janie's husband is equally roncemed about her 
needs, and U> constantJy trying to find ways to give her tb.is hap­
piness. Again, il is a two-way, not a one-way streeL A one-way 
street only gets you to where you are goiJJg, but you can't use it 
to wmc: bac.k. So it i:s in a relationship-if only one partner is 
finding satisfaction, then there is no way to get back. 

Both panners need to be satisfied, both need to care about the 
other. both need to be in tune with the other's ncc.ds. Don't let 
yourself be caught on that one-way street. Demand that you 
receive the happiness you deserve. 

Only you and you o.lono have tho co.pability of fwding truo St\t­

isfaction in you. relationship with your partner. If you don't let 
him know how you feel or what you need, he'll never know. 

And he needs to know! { 

(Reprinted from Tapestry Journal #66) 

by Linda-

Gee!! 
1 Used to 

Wish I 
were 
a Woman/ 

But 
l didn't 
Think 

It was 
Possible! 

And Then 1 JQillfili AEGIS! 
The ROOO folks there p,e me Ute help l needed! 
To join and ~'C Cbryialls. ouro:,aguill(',A/!GIS /f('ll!i, , ... 

.,...,.l<'tm & od,,,r K"'d <Lull, und $:3G to AEGIS, P.O. llox 
H,i4. l..ictillllr, GA 30033-0m - Or Call 04ll' Help I.inc 

(770) 9~9-0144,: FillC (TIO) 9~!).177() ,WJ11$@mm,bpring,mrn 
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NlWHlf BIG, BUD!Ul FUN 

CongrohJatt,s 
HMISM. Emperor 1, David Hudson & 

H.WSM, Empress I, Mcrceifes 

All ate iltrited to TOl'Otllo for CORONA110N '96 on 

Saturday, tktcbcr 12, 19';/i 

A DECADE OF DILIGENCE, 
l)E\-'OTfON AN!\ DPl'F.AMINA"MON 

41&.m.1921 ---mousc@hobtu.net 

• I H 
0 ~ 

~mWM WfUltNP 
aR CROIIPWIUI 

May 16-19, 1996 
S.,t. 19-22, 1996 

cnlenjoyo reklx~weeliend 
ol a private resort where your 
seemly, enjoymentood1omf011ore 

of primary roocern. We've been pr tlisffllllf« o¥er 10 yecm and our 
SIK<esl is meoswed ~ The people ~n rwne ohe, time. One prite of 
S33S' indodes:roomlor 3nigli!, 9 meal!, t!"!ptiem, CosMH pol1y, Tolen! 
Show, free WlllksOOIII, lox and gratlily. Whdt ~ <OUld yoo neod? We hove 
our own DJ cnl o Makeup Arli!l/lloir StpstMI 

(omelind out,J,y Porodile In llwi Poco"?I K~ellhe best el'ffllsyou ~ 
attend. Write, <11II or end us for more inlomlalioll. {see conlD<I info al the 
MJttoll\ of !his od). Y3~ oir WorldWile Wtbt· a/id. 11giller online, or td<e o 
look 01 phetos horn the last weekend. 

•DoJ,Je Ocwpanq rate. Single Occapall('f 11/t aW/14bk far 5465. 

(native Design Qrvlces 
PO lox 61263 • Kin9 of Pn~ PA• 19406 

610.640. 9449 or poco@,d";cem 

Fantasia Fair 1996 Rates & Registration 

he Rate Schedule is as follows: 
. Full Fair; 8 days/7 nights 

2. Minimum package; 
4 days/3 nights (a day is 2 pm to 2 pm) 

Inn Apt. Inn ~ 

Double* $850 -- $1035 __ Double* $440__ $510 __ 

Single $1030__ $1545__ Single $520__ $770 __ 

Couple** $1595__ $1995__ Couple**$820__ $970 __ 

The price for an additional single day added to the 4 day minimum is one forth of the four day cost. 
* Note that the double occupancy rate applies only if the room is occupied by two persons. If you 
sign up for a double room, but no one takes the other half, you may be asked to move or pay the 
single rate.** We have a new Inn in the heart of town with large bright rooms for couples, as well 
as two apartment Inns. 

FAN FAIR '96 REGISTRATION 
Complete and return with deposit or total payment. to the address below. 

Name for use at the Fair: __________ Malling Name: _______ _ 

Attending Spouse (or S.O.) Name: ___________________ _ 
MaU!ng Address - Street: ____________ City: _________ _ 
State/Prov: _____ Zip: _____ _ CounUy: ___________ _ 

Horne Phone: area code: ___ • ___ • _ _ Ask for: _____ Best time: __ _ 
Single ___ Couple ___ Double (share) ___ With Whom? _________ _ 
Accommodations: lnn/Apt(name) ____________ _ Rm# ____ _ 

Anticipated arrival date/time: 10/ __ /96 ___ _ Departure Date: 10/ __ /96 

Total Fee: $ ____ _ 

Deposits & Credits: - ===== ($250.00 min.) 
Balance Due: make payable to: Fantasia Fair 

Balance due must be paid by September 5, 1996 
Method of payment: Check 0; Money order 0: VISA .. 0: M/C.. 0: Donation .. $ __ 
• • A donation (of about 5%) will help defray the additional cost for using a Credit Card. 
Credit Card Number: ________ Exp. Date: ___ Name Card: ______ _ 

MAIL TO: Yan Fair '96 Joanne White, Reg.tatrar 
PO Box 147. Haverford, PA 19041-0147 

Phone 610-446-6042 • Fax 610-688-1762 • email: fanfa1r@lng.com 
Please make a copy of this form for your records. 




