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Dear TMR : ~ g v — il
Congratulations on Jssue 42 of the , s -.m/
IMonarch magazine. It's very goodindeed. It | i MR eyou "
was gratifing to see that you have built on | D eto
J / alin haps ="
e pattem established in the previous issues. N ions and. P ntage o5 5
we The new layout s certainly an improvement l! xpress! n K ad\r’ﬂt o o5
| Rreciit Cynthia for that). Too bad you nadto |1 i 0s 9 gt ptover
®ave black-and-white orly; 9 guess cost was ‘ "/ 1o o nat 9 £t e arﬁcles
e consideration there. “ and g enjos AL peﬂqaﬂs
| St was tarilling to see my owm name men-  ofe new mad g e;,t somé ‘
Wiored. and twice at that. A special thank you § in tre ey gt
Willi and Pamela. F i isters
; Your editorial was Jst right - balanced and my;,lue. o
covering a lot of ground. Regards to all the
irectors and keep up tae good work! ) 4
] Lilsa \ .
8 (Cutr sorely missed past MSC N editor,) M
\
']

Letters to TMIR can 1; 1
be emailied to F

gilbert@yorku.ca or
mailed to
P.O. Box 223,
Station A. Toronto,
Ont
MEW 1182,
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d' Andanextra note: 7. Wilkins is looking for Lynda

Ive always enjoyed receiving the MSC
newsletter, but this last issue really howied me
over. I can only guess at the hours of work and

ﬂ effort that went into producing it. My bonnet is
s_ off to you and Cynthid and all your helpers.

=
[ Dear TMR :

Hugs, Carole

\Henderson; "We corresponded regulariy from 1970-1980 and
becarne quite close. .. S miss Lynda and think of her every
week.” Lywida, if you're out there, get in touch with us, 416 - 812-

{6879, and we'll pass on Ms. Wilkin's address,

- — —— s — Sl
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£ The Sum of Al I ot

Sttt uch of this maga is written by Xpressions

None of us has chosen, in a deliberate and conscions
way, to b a cross dre or be il or
transgendered. It's something that happened, maybe
when we were very young, maybe a little bit later. But
none of us ever sat down and thought, “Well, heck, 1
think T'll just make my life incredibly difficult and
complicated by being transgendered.” None of us are
that stupid, and, anyway, it's just not the sort of thing

one makes a choice about.
- Since we are all iransgendered to one
‘wm or another or ancther we all
suffer the slings and arrows, the
\\, approbation and disapproval, of
mainstream society. Learning
. to overcome this, to disown
_ the self-hate, feelings of
shame, despair and loneli-
* mess takes o long time and
much self-exploration. It
is made immeasurably
E‘ casier when there is

I\l help. This help can
_come from your pariner,
~ your friends, therapists,

OF Your support group.

A club like
Xpressions  exists  to
assist  its  members
become more and more
comfortable with who and
what they are. We are here
¥ to help each other under-
stand, cope with, and explore
our involuntary transgender
ndture, and learn to live with self-
respect and dignity. In this issue you
will find several articles writien by
members relating their own struggles and
sharing their personal outlooks. These are precious
gifts, and I hope you enjoy them.

You will also find the fascinating columns, Smalls
and Hot Buzz. Smalls is culled primarily from Dallas
Denny’s AEGIS-News service transmitted over the
internet, and offered free (o everyone in the TG workl
Hot Buzz is written each month by JoAnn Roberts for
Renaissance Newsd& Views and her CDS web site. She
kindly lets TMR cull juicy bits from cach month’s col-

ma. Deep thanks to both Dallas and JoAnn.

members. Adrianne, Laura, Glen, Sheila, Roxy and 1
have all contributed, so that TMR is not merely a com-
pendium of clippings from other magazines. At the
same time we have tried to find the most interesting bits
and pieces from the world-wide TG community.
Thanks go o my charming secreries Adrianne and
Melissa W. for cheerful and prompt transeription help.
And, of course, without our beloved Cynthia, TMR
would siill be a typed, stapled and graphic-less hand-
out.

When you read this issue, do be aware of how much
work and cffort has gone into it. Not because I or any-
oneelse involved wants praise or thanks, but because it
might make you wonder what you can give, what you
can contribute to your club. The work involved in run-
ning Xpressions, includes mounting dinners, producing
X-Files and TMR, putting on evenis, keeping track of
members, lissing with other organizations, arranging
shopping excursions, dealing with finances and bank-
ing, answering the telephone, setting up the new club
house, participating in other TG cvents, searching for
new members, answering mail and gueries, organizing
speaker and discussion evenings, and on and on. This
is all done by volunteers. For you.

More will be needed. We are growing. Every time
we acquire a new member, there is one less lonely TG
soul in the world, Every time a new gal {(or guy) joins,
someone has taken a step toward self-respect and per-
sonal growth. When you help your club you are help-
ing all those people who, like yourselves, would other-
wise be alone.

What can you do? Well, if you read the Accessories
section you may see a number of calls for assistance.
On the inside cover you will see that we still need a dis-
tribution person and an advertising director. As the
1998 [FGE comes closer the need for gal-power will be
enomous. Even just attending events like dinners, or
Divine Lake and Pillar & Post, writing a letter (o the
editor, or befriending a new member are all ways of
showing your commitment.

We need you. We need your encrgy, your warmth,
vour kindness, your wisdom, and your time. Don't
hold back. Get involved. [ promise you will reap more
than you sow, {
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- Well summer has finaity
‘1amwdaadhh.n]]9‘f}ou,m}'&m
‘mer wardrobe is out. The sun and
I,Warmﬂﬁmmllum._llvwinsua
| to unwrap ourselves from cocoons of
winter coats, sweaters and boots, and
./ enjoy all the wonderful colours and
" stﬁﬁenmemm‘Q&Im]ywhhuho
Canadian summer would last longer than the

few brief months allotted to usbynmtherm
Although some Xpressi ;take a h doserved rest
during the summer, (like our orsnmd shopping events.) the

Board and it's committees have bemhwdntwmtplammgcvm-

and opp itics for all

Ifyoureraadmgﬂlisoo}mmLMn:wnmhweﬁem-

recent issue of The Monarch. Tsn't it just almzﬁg?m is off
o editor-in-chief Miqqi Alicia and production mwm
Cynthia for putting out a truly Canadi mwmm

Paddy Aldridge and Wildside for the use of their meeting facilities
for the event. Paddy has been a long time supporter and influence
on the TG community, and I am sure many of you have enjoyed
shopping ai Wildside. Many of you are not aware that Paddy has
donated a wealth of archival ial for our Xpressions library,
‘We hope to have the material indexed and available at the Dolls
House for your use, (Are there any budding librarians out there
willing to put in'a fow hours on lhisprojm?] Many thanks Paddy
= we all love yoa!.

Youwill have seen in the most recent X-Files a "casting call” for
the Sunshine Foundation Fund raiser, November 30, 1996, This
will be a fun event and any of you who have thought of showing
pmr ih]inmpuimung,m OF just want to “get out," this
is your chance. This will be a wonderful opportunity for
Xm-nm 1o outreach to general community, and the ladies at the
Sunshine Foundation are just thrilled with our involvement,

Sve&msdmnch.wmmﬂagmmmmeim.cwf
mes.wb our booth at the Pride Day

shirts sold, and mypeuplomed the booth to find out

miore. ahnur who we are. Our presence and participation in events

mwmﬁyhmmﬂmnmng ‘that the TG community
Hﬁwh'xphunlmgmdem it

of XPRESSIONS will enjoy. Natmpnmglrmympy:am. - vl

and the reaction we have received is ove heiming. The entire run

is sold out! The Momarch uywnummannfmmﬂhg

writers (fiction or non) send your contribation towedlmandkt
your community get to know you.

To update all of you on the IFGE "98 conveation, in June T
attended the "96 Be All in Detroit. There I made the formal pre-
sentation, on behalf of XPRESSIONS and our other Canadian TG
sisters and brothers, to the [FGE Board of Directors in support of
our bid to have IFGE bring their 1998 Convention to Canada, (and
for those of you who know me, hparry}.muydnnksmNansy
who came with me to the meeting, The IFGE Board selected
Toronto as the site for the 998 Convention! Alison Lang,
Executive Director of IFGE is truly excited about this decision,
She is looking forward to meeting many of you at our clubhouse,
The Dolls House, in early &:mmmam«»m
possible hotel venues for the “98 Convention, {(For details check
your Xpressions X-Files.)

I have writien to- the other Canadian TG organizations to seek
their involvement in making this a truly Canadian TG event. The
Xpressions Board is most interested in hearing from anyone who
would like to volunteer to help out on our locsl erganization com-
mittee. Don't be shy, we would like to hear from you, and very
much need your participation to make this event o success,

Those who attended the Niela Miller workshops in June, bad a
special opportunity to learn and grow through interaction wlﬁ one
of the very special people in the TG community, Niela's recently
released book Counsellors in Genderland is & must read, (my copy
is already well-thumbed). Nicla thanks all thoss who participated,
and hopes to return to Canada again next yeer. Much thanks to
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qur.mrw ﬂ@um Iemulmmto which Ariadne Kane,
memﬂmuw__ ig 96, "dﬁdlwedmom:hanls
: : sments md contributions

Wilimena, Donna
mdihcmtofﬂ:owgmm._ A0 event [0 be remem-
bered, This event is bmgspemﬂ!y&s:gnedasa‘kmdofTGKfmg
dresser "boot camp,” with sessions on everything from Drag 101 to
mikeup, fashion sense and comportment. For those of you less
experienced, it is 3 "'not to be missed” opportunity to learn, and for
those more experienced, it's an oppertunity to pick up new ideas
and share with your sisters. [ Look forward to seeing you all there,
s0 pick up the phone and make your booking now. 1

Much love to all my TG sisters and brothers.

& Well,
girls, it's 4,
time to hear
from the freasurer.

a TFirst let me tell you that 1 have been han-
o dlinng thie Tnances of e club, since the Fall of =1 3
L. 1994, when we first started Xpressions, At that time s
+ ™ $35.00 per.member seemed like a goodidea, in fact, T 4
: remermber an initial $ 50.00 from each Founder was suggesi- if
.'&:‘_“ ed just to get the club started. However, with the enthusiastic }:}r
response from the initial charter members and a (table napkin} budget [
i the finances were set. The $36.00 dues became a bench mark. ?"
= We set goals for the club, each to be gained as the club grew. For example, ‘5
@ * Janet initially offered the use of her PO box, Yolana disereetly photocopied 55; 5
Y newsletters from her work, as well ay publishing her home number as a hotline. Today,
( Xpressions has it's own PO box, Voice Mail, and the Newsletters and Magazine are sent 1o é
\\ a printer. ’,-
:‘\ As the club grows, we find oursclves with new and exciting goals such as the TMR and the Doll’s
% House. Expansion of the voice mail as well as outreach are issues that have been discussed. All of these 4N
costs money. Let me crunch some numbers for you. The estimated cost of the newsletter and maga- X
'JJ zinc is approximatcly $ 3000.00 per year, divide this by 100 members = 530.00 per member. But .
4 this does not include outreach, PO box, voice mail, telephone costs, and so on. Remember, ‘L
The Monarch Reader, which was not factored into the original budget, is about 2/3 of that ‘ of
publication cost. So on July 22, 1996, the board voted unanimously to increase the X
dues to $50.00 per year. This decision was based on a carcfully thought out ‘.9
budget—not one scribbled on & table napkin. Effective January 1, 1997 this ?
v_{ will be the cost of new and renewed memberships,
y{( Anyone who cannot afford to continue membership should con-
t// tact me personally through the hotline. We will discreetly
) come up with a solution.
4 Let me tell you that 1 am very excited about this }‘!
'!f( club and it's future, with our upcoming events,
and with the new and dynamic people who \‘
-f( are joining and getting involved. There ‘\.
is only one direction I can see the &
> club going.... forward! {

‘?
‘/4 by Victoria, \\‘p

Lat

Y
g

Treasurer

” A B
‘w. \*
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. == iy _am J,.' o
 conservative state legislator). ~she intends 1 undergo, or has under- -
E;’rhai to do? You spontineously gone, gmdermssim:mbu or lha is
change sex, that's what treated unf: bly by i
Mfashioned Sg;lﬁmnythnli.fmmhinghnp with persons of the sex to which he or
| polite British  pens o the new dominant male, the she was deemed o belong before
|| euphemism (ranssexual female revens to being &  undergoing gender reassignment.
.’-'I It male. Biologist Matthew Grober of the |AEGIS-News]
i of  University of Idaho has been studying
the fish. He has told a meeting of the TG Law Conference
Soclety of Newroscience that the gobi by Vicky Kolskowski Bay Area
are one of the three species Who can  poroer faxcerpted]
urgent and request you write a letter or  change sex repeatedly wheu ciroum- More than 80 transgendered, and
zend an email if you can. Others ame ltmfaeglmi!;i::nit. He mﬂ;:c::::; ﬁ“wo:;r: m-?:sp“dm ::::i—
i interesting or amusing, but iss because ne aclivists from X
I .gﬁfrow’:zfmwmu 50 mve:yy ﬂﬂ: ﬁsh’s:nbiun imolvc_d ialthc SEX mﬁs gathered in Houston Texas for
" connected. change is the same region linked 10 . Fifh Annual Transgen legal con-
K transsexuality i humans, Groberhas . forence, sponsored by the Inlernational
i been able to induce the sex changes in Confereace on Transgender Law and
Gay SR C?ntre the laboratory, where it has discovered Employment Policy, Inc. (ICTLEP),
Opens for Olymplm that the fish have it botter than humans, .0 year's event was the largest and
Atlanta, GA (EGCM) A gay and les- 3,0 average gobi transition takes ust oo “diverse in the conference’s five
bian Visitor's Center will open in four days, and some accomplished it in ye ke
BRI e 0, NAONOC S - i In addition to the usual reports on
.08 v canate by, le oty [Grober wants o experiment o8 ype gevelopment of the law in subjects
v €0 1996, The ides  yumanz, Any voluniosra? Ed] relevant to trinsgender peaple, such as
o Ve A Lens S S insurance law, medical law, and inter-
Adanta Mayor Bill Compbell's Senlor  roenurt Protects TGs national law, the conference for the
s e Jm S S, The European court has ruled that & first time held specific panel discus-
! i s TG individual who was dismissed after  sions on issues mgarding female-to-
R onsutiy s e et Of Dt undergoing SRS was unfairly trested  male (ftm) transgendered people,
poing, Clhaiop: sah, Tie fianit and must be reinstatled. The coun of transgendered people of color, and
R e B LR e ke el s e e o ameseal bt e s
ERRiog e Teeds 0! les!ilan o M « ual trewment for men and women  gender community,
ruomons of the Shimpe Ml rrcdudes dismissal of a transsexual Lesbian feminist law professors
'-Hemmmions Rl m—“ S becanse the person concemed under-  Mary Coombs of the University of
P oo o localm oo OO Il i e Miami, and Elvia Arrioh, of the
B N T GOty measii P pelactsim Tinlveony i ThEe 1 Auati. foquied
| facility at 1374 West Peachiree Streel i Ay e e i ot K s of cemiar o s mertaall
i b, S i e i s i i s G o
e G vl il T means thet there should be 'mo dis- by lesbizn feminists and transgendered
to Atlanta during the Paralympics, the ™0 i - o pesple@ik,
ationial Black Arts Festival, Atlania + & e dic: T s s i it i
", "ocana Rives Hepo, S Hlick w"" ‘a::‘inq:l;gm m'mafm is mpulsory nature of b xuality,”
) hiae 81 BEni Pt one of the fundamml:i human rights  argued Coombs, “transgendered peo-
| jucstad Septarber oF 10:85 whose observance the Court has a duty  ple have experienced the compalsory
ke 300 Sk Otis wEok B0 10 ensure nature of gender. Those compulsory
i tome that s Olymipes o ony e Aconr;ilnsly. the scope of the direc-  rules are intertwmed, as dykes and
i Kb UL tive cannat be confined simply to dis.  effeminste men know, and all our com.
e v mm! m] b u.amedsolrhsbim crimination based on the fact that a munities—gay, lesbians, feminists,
i ey ternamﬁaml fet o i person is of one or other sex, In view of  ranssexuals and other transgendered
i il Y its purpose and the nature of the rights  people have 2 common struggle o free
(RFOR-Neye] which it seeks to safeguerd, the scope  ourselves from these compulsions.”
of the directive is also such as to apply Even the conference’s social evem-:
. Fishy Gender Benders o discrimination aising, as in this had a political edge. The conference’s
' Here is mother animal cxample of  case, from the gender resssignment of  annual  dinner mmgnjwsl British law
-adapting o sociil pressure. Imagine  the person concerned. professor Sizphen Whittle, an ftm
BBt o i ok sl B el | St B WL Bt stiinay td Gt Wk e i
Iy swimming with r harem in the  tially if not exclusively, on the sex of gender lobbyists Saﬁh DePalma of
ys'cal wallers uﬂ'yglkinawa. Then  ihe person concerned. Where a person  Texas and Jessica Xavier of Manyland,
;mm;losdon;nmmngyusiv:mnk hdianiasnﬂmﬂlcpmc!ﬂmh:or whoh\:mlluﬁlnfﬁl.imuflhenaﬂm-._

" Julle. unpacked, T spent the next couple of
R-"-h.” days sequestered, reading thesc publi-
than bolting  cations on the subject of transgen-
for the next goriom  Afier a lot of soul searching
© county,  Julie angjong talkcs with MT, we agreed that
» rescarched the subject  Adrianng could not be demied.
of transgenderism thor- I grew my hair long, had my cars.
oughly, and wrote a paper for  pierced. and MT helped me shop fora
psych class. The research syirsble wardrobe, I joined the
" brought Julic to the conclusion that  Monarch Social Club, and made plans
“Tina” was an integral part of Tony, and for Adrianne 1 go to Mardi Grass, As
that 2 lot of the qualitics she liked in a result Emet a great many like myself,
I him vere atributable to Tina. and became good friends with a few. |
© catch  On the forty minue tip to the Today we were to witness the wedding
myself church, T had ample opportunity to of a young couple we'd grown quite
~ daydreaming.  reflect back on my own relationship.  fong off,
¢ Not a good time Unlih'l‘my.lhndmmldmym-w- We met up with the groom ourside a
~ to be preoccupied,  be abour my Tgism (hell, twenty-three small country church about a half hour
~ waveling as we arc at 2 years agol didn’t even know the proper  bofore the ceremony was o begin,
" mate of speed well shove term). Perhaps I thought it would go Tony looked greai, we shook hands,
the legal limit for Ontario’s away once 1 got married. Lintle did I then hugged. A great deal of emotion
highway 401. Suddenly more know the feelings would only get passed between us. I felt happy for
aware of my surroundings, [ hear the stronger,  Forunately for me, MT  }; »
~sounds of Michelle Wright’s One Time  proved to be, if not a fully understand- Julie looked positively radiant com-
Around cmanaiing from the CD play- ing spouse, then centainly, a supportive ing down the isle on the arm of her
er. 1 case off the accelerator, letting the  one. Through the first seven or so years father. At the altar, they stood on high
car coasttoa more sedate 120km/hand  of our marriage, the dressing and ground facing their family and friends
engage the cruise control. changing, 1o the point of hormones and g they exchanged their vows. At one

I glance over at my passenger. electrolysis, continued, That came to point during this exchange, when they
Swring straight ahcad, she appears to sudden, or perhaps not so sudden, halt pledged we shall be as one, sharing
be deep in thought, her mind miles At that point of time, we each needed to cverything...we shall never pert, [ ]
away. She looks great, dressed in her  step back, re-group, and decide wha swear, 1 saw Julie wink at Tony, At
| orange formal, classy high heels, dyna. direction each of us needed 1o take in that, MT whispered in my ear ‘until

mite make-up. A faint smile forms on  order to be assured ahappy and fruitful  ye're o longer able to fit esch other's
her lips, and as she wms ber head life. The sumimer of "82 proved fo be clothes." We smiled at each other, and
towards me, I swear [ cansee a twinkle  the tuming point for us. We, each on sat a little closer,

in her eyes partially hidden by the sun- our own, decided that we wanted to Affer the ceremony, we hugged and
glasses. share our lives together. [ stopped tak- kissed our newly married couple, and

“What're you looking ai?” She ing hormones, and disecntinued clec- stood back while they basked in the
asks. trolysis. We concentaled on geting re- limelight of the moment.

Rather than answering I reach over acquainted, and building our first busi- That evening, after we had shared 4
and take hold of her hand, and rewrn  ness together. wonderful meal, | had a private
my attention where it belongs, the road. Adrianne and MT live and work in moment with the bride on the dance
‘She squeezes my hand sofly. Omntario, Thc_:(‘lloeldnale their iwenty-  flper. Julie, already changed into her

We're on our way to a wedding. second wedding anniversary later this traveling outfit, smiled and winked,
Friends are tying the knat today, and  year.The only concession to *feminini. then asked. “Do you thnk Tony will
Ppant of our preoccupation hias 1o do with — ty’ T allowed myself was in my choice ke this outfit?™™
who our they are. of undergarments and sleepwear. All I could do was smile back, hug

I first met Tony and Julie at Divine Life was great. We made good life her and answer, “He'll love it.”

Lake, during Monarch’s Mardi Grass  partners. Friends would comment that During our drive home that night,
‘95, except that Tony was introduced to we spent more fime together than the  or was it early the next morning, MT
me as ‘Tina. We found 1o have more  average couple. Living, working, and and I held hands, not saying much.
than a few things in commuon that week-  yes, sleeping together. It was a lot of Ecch of us, in our own way have said a
end, and luckily we lived not too far  togethemess. silent prayer for these two. Hoping
aparl. Later, my partner MarieTherese Then I hit the wall. Christmas they would find their love enduring no-
(MT) and I had the opportunity 10 get 1o almost two years ago, forty something,  matrer what lay shead.

know our new friends better. despitc being successful in business and Tony and Julie, we love you both.

Tony and Julie had met while in happily mamied, 1 fell into a deep Best wishes on your journcy logether.
University. At some point i their depression, the worst | had experienced
courtship, Tina hed revealed herself to  in years. Returning from a vacation in

T '—‘15\‘

T ———— i . : Eontinted on next page.......




dinner, a rifsal declaring a Decluration
of Gender Liberty was held on July 4th
during Houston's annual fireworks dis-
play.

“This year's conference was an out-
standing success” exclaimed Texas
attorney FPhyllis Randolph Frye,
founder and e di of
ICTLEP. “Our workshops on the con-
cems and needs of people of color and
ts men (fim) in the tmnsgender com-
munity resulted in unprecedented par:
ticipation in mumbhers and coatent by
people of color md men. | cenainly
also leamed things 1 didn't know
before, especially about the legal needs
of the non-transsexuals, thai is the het-
ermsexual cousdessers and the gay
drag, even though 1've been providing
wdvocacy or legul services and educa-
Jtion in the transgender community for
over two decades.”

[AEGIS-News|

Turkish Cops Tell TGs

to Disappear

Turkish police muscled into
Istanbul’s drag bers June 10 to wam
Turkish tranigenders nol 10 set up a
booth at this month's inernational
Uprited Nations city summil. Insicad
the booth, decorsted with gay rights
slogans, sat empty among the hundreds
of other booths. “We could not come
because of..." says a single tanner that
actvists loft deliborately wnfinished.
Demet Demuw, a spokesperson for a
Tumkish trassgender group of 3000
members, claims police have torched
the homes of three transgenders in an
affort to maks the community—in the
wurds of the police—"disappear” dur-
ing the conference. Many members of
the community have lefi the ¢ity or are
hiding & the homes of friends, Demir

- enid.

[American  Eduocational Gender
Infermation Service, Inc.|

Cops Get Ttheir Woman

LOS ANCELES (Reuter) - Police
believe they have their man in a 17-
year-old South Camlina killing, except
the suspect is now a woman  Valerie
Nicole Taylor, who police believe used
to be Freddie Lee Tumer, pleaded not
guilty to murder Thumsday, but the

ny&wummtm s, or

was, 1 he.
luq:lmbhhi-nldimﬁwu
dant, who wore link e

beﬂydmwwumudmmm
in prison Tuesday for performng in an
indecent costume and making lewd

hias Jong brown hair, first as * “Valerie
Taylos” and later as *'Mr. Tumer."

At the hearing in Los Angeles
Municipal Cour, Adajian declned 1o
=t bail and in the mcantime, Taylor
was being held st & women's prison,

[REUTER via AEGIS-News|

Woman Fools Jailers

DeKalb County  (GA) jailers
leamned this week that a person booked
on awo theft charges and held in the
male dormitory for more than two
months is actually an 18-year-oid
woman,

The misidentification of Sydney
Samauell Mitchell began when a
DeKalb police officer arrested her
March 26 mnd filled out the incident
report describing her #s a biack male, 5
feot 11 inches tall and weighing 235
pounds. The officer took her to the
male booking area.

Jail officials discovered the error

Mitchell's family members and repeat-
edly referred to Mitchell with mancu-
line pronouns, Cheatham said. The rel-
ative (hen said Mitchell was a2 woman.
[Christy ~ Oglesby ,Atlanta-
Journal/Constitution |

Court Strikes Down
Anti-Gay Amendment
Washington, DC, May 20, 1996...

Today the Supreme Court ruled
against Colorado’s Amendment 2. The
decizion was 6 10 3, with Jostice:
Kennedy, Ginsberg, Souter, Breyer,
O'Connor, and Swevers ruling agains
Amendment 2, and Justices Rehmquist,
Scalia, and Thomas dissercing. The
measure would have amended the
Colorado staie coastilution 1o ovenum
existing proections against discrimi-
nation based on sexual orientation and
prohibit the passage of any such pro-
tection in the future. Tt was passed by
magjority vote in 1992,

[AEGIS-Newn|

TS Belly dancer
CAIRO; Egypt —~ A-man who under-

'[‘hedmu.knmnmiyum}y.i-
well-known in Egypt. She was a for-
mer medical smdent at Egypt's conser-
vative Al-Azhar Upivenity, but was
capelied following her operation in
1989, She sued the university but lost,
prumhundﬁminﬁgypﬁnmws-

wﬂﬂmwmm
closed Tuesday, but Judge Mohamed
Hnsn:lu.ﬂltwaspanrjmaﬂm
included "\rnlgar sexually arousing
ata

Belly dancers, sowe o whom cam
the equivalent of hundreds of thou-
sumdlnfd.hlllﬂly!lr. are a fixture of

Sixty Argenting transvestites arrest-
odinlhﬂdl;'ofﬂmriﬂwcmpulﬂﬁ
May 12 and ordercd 1o clean
-ﬂmihptmnnnwbnem
sre wiually detained, reports core-
spondent Alejandra Sarda.  They vio-
lated a city law that prohibits dressing
a5 the opposite sex.

Rodwrio’s Colectivo Arco Ins and

e Associscion Travestis Argentinas
held a press conference to denounce
the sentences and wam that the trans-
wostites would be verbally, physically
aﬂmmmm:ﬂummﬂ-

[A.EGIS -News]

“Priscilla” Get Dragged
Into TV
LONDON (Vaniety) - The hit
Australlan drag queen movie —The
Adventures of Priseills, Queen of the
Desert” is being turned into a TV sit-

com.

The spinoff may be about three drag
queens. who see  “Priscilla®  and
becoms convinced that it is based on
them. The movie's creator Siephan

Elliott, came up with the idea last year, y
i

lndmhnm
mmp‘mmmw
Tithe Television in the next couple of
weeks. The initial idea s 1o do six
episodes. Working Title it owned by
PolyGram, which finsnced the mavie,
[Reuters/Variety via AEGIS-News]
Hair Removal Laser

(Nasdag: PMTT) today announcsd that
its sabsidiary, Spectrum Medical
Inc., has d clear-
mce m Canada 1o sell its new laser-
Palomar plane 1o market the iystem
through Toconto-based Sigmacon, the
mplldhﬁhmnrmmhuum
Canada and one of the three largest in
North America.
"We are pleased i armounce our
clearance to sell Epilaser in Canada,

Swhich we estimute 10 be a $300 million

markel per year,” sad Steven

iev, chairman and chief execo-
tive officer of Palomar "This ix the
ﬂmntwhltweupuamhemmrlm

hilliom dollar global market.”
The sysiem, devclopudm coopm

.\pnl.-momculuidauﬁmm
The two were each jailed for 2172
years

[AEGIS-News]

TG Volleyball Anyone?

BANGKOK (Reuter) - The mem-
bers of Thailand's top all-transvesite

team say they have been
kept off the national men’s team
because of their sexusl preferences
rather than a lack of skill,

The popular team of 12 men, who
have had plastic surgery, grown breasts
and wear heavy muke-up, represents

bem Lampang province. Last
wual:.nplmimwuﬁs.lhcymnmn
gold medal in men's volleyball at the
national gsmes.

““Although we sct aad look ke
women, | think we have every right 1o
yhymﬂumeusmdwemh\-n
nutmdnngadmrmunlumm
Patpbong Srinutham, the team's coor-
dinator, told Reaters.

Patphong said when his players
went 1o the recent national men's toam
try-outs in Bangkok at the Volleyball

\ation of Thailand,

von with M
Hospital (MGH), is currertly awaiting
Food and Drug Administntion (FDA)
clearmnce in the United States. The
Epilaser prototype was unveiled at the
American m-.-;kmy of Dermaiology

SEOUL. June 13 (Reuter) - South
Kored's highest court has ruled that

. pwo men who sexvally assaulied a

female transsexual cannot De convicted

of rape. The decision by the Supreme

Court on Wednesday hinged on

whether a man who has had a sex-

change operation is legally @ womin.

South Korean law recognizes rape only
women.

““Though the victim in thix case
pehaves as a female the person cannot
be necognized s One because, wMONg
other things, his ch remain

they were
teased by other players, Non= of the
Wwpﬂaﬂh’ﬂ:m
al team. ““Winning the gold medal
proves that we are second to none for
wvolleyball in the country, but itis a real
pity that we are never seiectzd to play
in the national men's (eam,” he said

[ABGIS-Neas)

CATS Rights Suffer

On July 6ith, a Sacramento-area
transsexual visited the "Water World™
water theme park in Sacramento and
got more than she bargained for.

llbegnuamnmlmshdw
"Mary",* her son. & female friend and
her daughter decided to escape the
summer heat at  “Water World", a
water theme park here In Sacramento,
‘While at the park, she tried on nd

(with the assistance of a "Water

World" sales clerk) a bikini, and went
to join the fun with every other
atendes, “Mary”, though, pre-op s
passable, and has had all of her
Califomnia and other identification

i 1o reflect the female gender.

4“3” o
ﬁwnedbrlhmp-rknnpﬂmshr
iff deputy, and three park employees
incleding the gencral mansger, and
was ld that there had bees a com-
pl.lmmélhnmhnlmluw The
sherff referred 1o her as "3 guy in
drag” toid her to leave the park, and
accused ber of lowd conduct for using
the women's restroom. All these accu-
sations were made in the public eye,
and in front of her son and friends.

When the sherifl was told that he
California driver's Beense states her 10
be femake, his rosponse was “well,
we'll just take you into the restroom
and have one of these ladies check you
out” and that "whoever fysued you your
driver’s license dién't check you out

good cncugh’ The lady who lodged | |

the complaint in the first place was
asked if "Mary" appeared 1o be male
and female, and her response was " [
don’t know”™. )

Most individuals involved, inchad-
ing the woman who lodged the com-
plaint, refused to give their names,
except for the sheriff. The sheriff did
mmqmmmﬂm

TS Hormone Info
MILPITAS, CALIFORNIA — July
10, 1996 - The workd's most complete
and popular source of transsexual hor- &
mone therapy information just got bet-

ter.

The FAQ (Frequently Asked
Questions): Hommone Therapy for
Transsexuals document, & distillztion
of b Arnd D! 4, ‘lﬂd dical
articles, has  been  dromatically
improved for the first time in over two |
years. There are now scpareic FZM
and M2F versions for improved read-
ability, comparisens of competing
treatment philosophies, justified rnk-

nook (as an Amazon Books associate),
links to other technical hormone web
pages, and various other updates.

The web venion is pow ot
hrp:f/www.savina com/confluence/hor
mm,ﬁefhtﬁlcil ﬂflp.'ﬂ‘!]’«ﬂ\'
h‘a-l-l-lnllﬂ-lﬂu /i

Australian Bans TG




' n : .
L""'-"v"""q;;::‘w winry™

Last month, the parliament of the
Australion state of New South Wales, where
Sydney is, passcd legislation banaing discrumn-
ination againyt transgendered people. It also
granted transsexuels the right to correct their

birth centificates. However, sporting organiza-

tions were exsmpted from the laws, which
were champiencd through the pasti b by
statr Attormey General Jeff Shaw. Sydney
will be the site of the Summer Olympics. in
2000. "The days of institutionalized bigotry
and punishing those who do not adhere to so-
called gender norms are over,” sad Nadine
Stransen of the Transgender Lobby Coalition.
“This has taken five hard years ol lobbying,
s0 we ar feeling cbullient.”
Japan Urged to Legalize SRS
A Jugunese medical ethics commuttee has
urged the government to Jegalize wex-change
operations &s 2 justifiable trestmeat for people
uncomfortable with their gender. The com
mittee, a Tokyo's Saitama Medical College,
said legal and other medical expens should
encournge Jupan to finally lift the ban on this
type of surgery. Japan's Eugenic Protection
Action prohibits "senseless” operations to go
abroad. The committee stressed that sex-
change operations were perinitied in most
‘Western countries, Taiwan, and Scuth Koree.
Lady Chablis Fries Chicken
And not a minute oo soon, Geongia’y sweet-
est peach, The Lady Chablis, has a new book
gbout her life hitung the streets this month.
The tome, entitled "Hiding My Candy.” fea
tures Chablis' long struggle from poor litle
drag queen dancing at Club One i Savannah,
Georgia, i0.world-famous star of the must-read
and still bestselling book, "Midnight in the
Garden of Good and Evil." by John Berendt
Chablis’ book featares vivid photos of “The
Doll,” including a fabulous photo of Chablis
glamorously frying chicken that opens the
recipe section. Yes, it's a teil-all and a cook
book! Dish's favorite Chablis story comes
from Columbia, SC, where someone asked
"The Bitch" if she ate pusky. To which Chablis
replied, “Girl, [ don't even know how 10 cook

L -'l
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Be Al
Detroit
7996

Well, Be All in Detroit for 1996
has come and gone; another wonder-
ful convention for those of us who
would *dare to be different’ and chal
lenge more commonly understood
understandings of geader role behav-
iour in our Western culture. For me
and DeeDee, (my ‘dressing’ friend
from the USA) we had an opportuni-
(y |51 [ﬂ‘ttflﬂ W OWTI SCITHNAT 0 Zen-
der expression entitled, “I'm not a
woman, I'm & unique “dresser.™™ In
fact, we had name tags made up and
which we wore stating the aformen-
tioed along with a place for the
attendees name

Overall, the seminar went well but,
since gender is such a broad-based
subject, it did float away from the
original theme a few times. But over-
all, some new understandings of gen-
der and sex behaviour were tabled.
The session drew aboul 25 people in
total including Dr. Richard Doctor
and my old time friend. Virginia
Prince. The session was very interac-
tive and even Richard who has stud-
ied and written his own book on
transvestites and transsexuals said of

The point of our seminar was to
table a posture that our “dressing’
behaviour is not done for current sys-
temically understood reasons, nor is
our ‘dressing” behaviour a result of
any genetically sexed reason. Our
posture was that we do so for human
reasons, and that all modes of presen-
tation should be available to all
human beings.

Like Kate Bomstein has talked and
writien about 5o often, call us creators
of “a third gender™ which is unique to
only ourselves. Our theme aimed to
ensure that we were not caught up in
the double snd often limiting gender
paradigm of ‘man/woman,” but
rather, DeeDee and 1 have decided
that for us, and many others in our
community, our XPRESSION as
“dressers” Is our own unique self
expression. DeeDee and 1 postured
that we have u great interest in ‘dress-
ing’ in clothes which are more com-
monly antributable to the opposite
sex, but are not necessarily exclusive-
ly attired os females.

At the end of the seminar, Richard
Doctor asked that DeeDee respond to
his research questionnaire, but was
also open to any information that we
may provide him regarding our
unigue viewpoint on gender; a view-
point which scknowledges that over-
lap in human behaviour amongst the

sexes is possible with both respect
and dignity.

By the end of the seminar, we had

wour theme, “Now this is an g
point of view; let me think about it"
Ancther professional stated, *Your
thome was refreshing.”™

The koy to our scrminar was not 1o
define everyone as DeeDee and 1
define vurselves. In fact, quite the
contrary. It was to ensure that we do
not define our behaviour of what oar
presentations in dresses and makeup
mean to females but rather, to present
what our presentations mean to our-
selves as unique human beings, And
that, of course, is wha! we continual-
ly hear from most in the gender com-
munity: “1 just want 1o be me,” and
“me" is undoubtedly and ultimately,
unique to all of us. After all as human
beings, we are all genctically differ
ent; we all have different beliefs and
attitudes and all of us have had differ-
ent life experiences. The only thing
any of us can ever be is unique o our-
selves,

approxi ly 10 dees wearing
the name tag “1I'm not a woman; I'm
2 unique ‘dresser.’” Later on that

it a ber of us headed out
shopping to onc of the lurger malls in
Detroit with our name tags on and
met a lot of people who wene
extremely curious about our self
XPRESSION as ‘dressers;’ every
cncountor wes vory fricndly. In one
pict!m: store, we even had the manag-
er sport & wig and he had his picture
taken with onc of the fellows.
Further on in the mall, there was a
circus being promoted, and DeeDee
and [ had quite a number of pictures
taken with one of the clowns.
Dverall, we had a lot of laughs and a
lot of fun.

Anyway DeeDee and 1 hope each
of you have fun XPRESSING your-
selves as unique ‘dressers’ 10o. {

Glen

they retained k.d. lang to be its voice 10 g0
along widh its RuPaul face.

Bom in 1984, MLA.C. - Make-ap Ant
C ics — the o v has always
marched to the beat of its own drommer.

The movers and shakers at MAAC. fol-
lowed their gut in building the firm, ignor-
ing cverything the big cosmetics compa-
nies did 1o make them successful ina high-
ly competitive industry. Advertising and
p:wmﬁumltuﬁns.-unrlummm
ers, were shunned by M.A.C. Umil
RuPaul, M.A.C. didn't even have @
spokesmodel.

RuPaul was chosen because she opito-
mizes the firm's mantra - @nyone can
enjoy makeup, RuPaul is living testimony
to that. Choosing RuPaul earmmed M.AC.
toas of bravos, as well as frowns.

And MLACs image of accepting all
lifestyles was further enhanced by adding
lesbian kd lang's endorsement. She (sn't
noted for wearing makeup and only uses it
when necessary for  performances.
However, she has taken excellent care of
her skin.

When she was unveiled at the gala
opeaing of M.A.C. outlet in trendy Soto
in Manhattan's sourth end, the songstress
quipped that she never expected 10 be a
lipstick lesbian,

She decided to work with M.AC,
because of the firm's exemplary record on
animal testing of its products and scasal
sterotyping - M.A.C. does neither,

M.A.C.'s approach has always been to
demonstrate the product, not just to sell it.
In department stores, all of the make-up
marufacturers’ stands are staffed by sman

Y look-
ing-
WOmen.
But MAC.
counters arc
staffedby artists of
a full range of MLA.C. locks that the cus-
tarmer can leamn 1o replicste. MAAC. has
been known to have CDs, aad guys in
DRAB but wearing makeup, hard st work
doing demonstrations, When you think
about it, it's a darn good sales gimmick.
Women are lft with e impression that if
the products can do that mech for a man.
it's bound to work wonders on & real
womin,

The business began in a basement on
Carlton 5t. in Toronto. By last year it had
about $150 million in reteil sales. Suld at
department stores and stand-alone shops,
totally Canadian-made M.A.C. products,
which lave capanded from strictly cos-
metics 10 also include skin care and other
wares, are available nationwide at 110 out-
Icts, with 30 more being added this year

And t's o success story outside Canada,
too. Besides being numere-une at the Bay
this side of the bordes, in America it's also
a hot property - the big seller at Saks Fifth
Avenue, for example, Now, by working
with Estee Lauder, M.A.C., long noted for
its "matte” texmres, high quality and
excellent value for price paid, is poised to
invade Europe and Asia.

M.AC.'s initial fame spread by word-
of-mouth through the international make-

up artists’ ity and this tted in

celebrities,
including
Princess Di,

ing, high-profile ads for its
& quality. The company reached
the make-up artists through the old
Festival of Canadian Fashion, which

. gave MA.C. an oxcellent platform to

demonstrate its products to artisis and
models. .

Whers competitors poer millions into
sdvertising. MAC. has mastored getting
effective media attention by earing it
with, sometimes outrageous, events and
deeds.

The company has heavily supported
AlDs for years. Last year the firm raised
54 million, largely through the sale of Viva
Glam lipstick. It's also the major backer of
Fashion Cares, the Canadian industry’s
fundraiser for AIDS. At this past May's
Fashion Cares st Toronio's Moss Pak
A ics, RuPaul d, in a bikini
no less, and helped M.AC. mise half a
million for AIDs. The event received sods
of media anention, both print and air-time.
The designers, models and celebrities were
all over the dial - CITY TV, CBC
Newsworld and WTN, the Womea's
Television Network, all covered the event
in detail.

Adding RuPaul has simply augmenicd
the positive publicity and image M.AC.
already had cultiveted by supporting
AIDS. RuPaul is the honourary chair of

M.A.Cs AIDS fund.
M.ALC. isn't so much selling makeup as
it's pushing of all lifestyl

“be who yoa are, not who someonc clse
tells you to be.” So bolstering AIDS and
using 8 DRAG Quecn as its spokesmodel,
or a leshian as its voice, are naturals.
And M_A_C. has worked hard not to tell
its customers that they need its producte
They've let the clients uncover that trath
for themselves, {
[Tberehlukfnmn!ﬂ Carlton
St, and it is TG friendly. Ed|
By Laura M. 13
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Stars in Toronto Life

Our own Michelle Dubarry was one of the headliners in a big fea-
ture in the June issue of Toronto Life,

The article and photos of Toronto luminaries in the periodical
covered 13 pages and looked at the diversity of people with
long-time connections to Toronto's Yonge Street on the road's
200th birthday.

Michelle has been around Xpressions since its earliest
days. She's attended shopping partics, entertained us at
some dinners and recruited other DRAG stars for shows.
And most people who have attended parties at Wildside
or vigited any bars to see DRAG shows, have run across
her.

She's been a preat friend to the crossdressing com-
munity for years — a bridge between CDs and the
DRAG world.

In Toronio Life, her photo covers one-and-a-third
pages. It's a striking black and white shot and Michelle
looks quite glamorous in a leopard-print gown and fur
wrap, her cleavage dramatically shadowed, and wear-
ing a curly blond wig. She's cuddled up seductively
beside a bar's draft dispensers for the photo,

Michelle is not merely the first grabber shot in the
spread, she's also quoted extensively in two lengthy pas-
sages.

In one section, author Sarah Hampson describes
Michelle as wearing a green gown und sparkling tiara
while presiding over a Trillium Monarchist Society (TMS)
fundraiser.

Readers also leam that Michelle was TMS's Imperial
Sovereign Majesty, Empress IX; that she performed with the
Great Imposters; and that she's the mother of many a budding
young DRAG artist. She has taught them "everything she knows.
‘What to wear. How to pad. How to make the most of fleshy pectorals in a
Maidenform push-up bra. How to hide the male genitalia between the legs. Key
feminine gestures. Walking in high heels."

Next, she talked about meeting Michelle another time. "You see Michelle Dubarry, a 64-year-old former shoe
salesman at Eaton's, She does o demure finger-wave gcross the room and dons a plastic female smile, teeth and
lips just so. And now -- oh my, hello! — she's gliding over on her high heels, in a red, sequinned gown she
scul;cd::rself. with padded hips and shadowed cleavage, s marvellous red wig and a crown like a pearly gate."

y Laura ;

—
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Denis or D

...Basketball Star
Hoops star slam dunks macho
world of sportsby unveiling Denise

By Laura M.
Transgenderism has invaded a bastion of machismo -- pro sports.

Dennis Rodman, 35, star rebounder for the Mational Basketball Association champion Chicago Bulls, has
come bursting out of the closet in flamboyant style,

He appeared recently in the Windy City to autograph copies of his new book, As Bad As I Wanna Be,
decked out in full face (makeup), his short hair tinted silver, a matching silver halter-top and hot-pink
feather boa.

Tt wasn't the first time he's had his hair coloured an unconventional hue, either -- he has tried lots of
other shades.. During this year's NBA playofis, he sported plenty of facial hair, a single earring in one
lobe and several in the other, and in the finals he had a multi-coloured X's an O's motif for his shont
locks, which combined with his numerous tattoos, makes it seem likely that he curailed his CDing
with the arrival of warmer weather. Unless, of course, he's into rongh DRAG. too.

Needless to say, he got lots of ink for his en femme book-signing effort; the wire services spread
photos from the event far and wide. And one sports scribe dubbed Rodman "RuPaul's ugly step-
sister” while another remarked that the hoops star is "sexually ambiguous.”

So far, his CD lifestyle hasn't caused a lot of negative comments, although it did prompt the
media o interview his aging mother in Dallas, Téxas, to get her views on her "boy."”

"If he was a kid under my regime, [ would be reining him in like mad. But he's
not. He's his own person,” Shirley Rodman, his Ma, declared.

“I'm just proud that he has learned to speak for himself, becanse he's had a lot of
personal things that hit him hard and a lot of people blame his parents for that. |
think he’s a wonderful young man.

"Everything is going beautiful for him. You can forget about the tattoos and
all the hair and look at the person. The person is very happy.”

There's been no movement by the media, fans or NBA establishment to
have him ousted from the Bulls or drummed out of the sport. There has

only been a scattering of media comments about Rodman being a

"degenerate.”

And CDing ceriainly hasn't hurt his endorsements.

He pushes burgers for McDonald's on the airwaves and soon will
be helping another fast-food chain, Califomia-based Carl's Junior,
peddle their menu. Chicage McDonald's splash his photo, with
white-silver hair, on its 32 ounce drink cups. Then, when
the cold beverages hit the cups, Rodman’s hair
turns pink, green or blue.

15
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- ‘[ﬁm look at Chicago sports stars,
-a big daily paper there concluded Rodman
‘nmow has the highest public profile of all
_the members of the city's pro sports teams,
“including the Bears, Blackhawks, Cubs,
White Sox and Bulls. He's even ahead of
?.'Ilis superstar teammate Michael Jordan.
In his ghostwritten tome, Rodman
eals that he relishes donning dresses
and going to Chicago gay bars where
= crossdressers, transsexuals, etc,, are wel-
come, He's the star attraction in a gang of
CD: that prowl the city. The hook con-
tains photos of Rodman in all the trap-
pings of his alternate personality, Denise.
He also tells readers one of his dreams
is to host a talk show, dressed as a woman.
The inspiration for this girlish fanasy is
undoubtedly fellow CDing book-hustler
Howard Stem. He describes the caustic
radic commemator, who appears in
DRAG on the cover of his book, as a
"cool dude who lives life his way."
- Of course, MCing a talk show dressed
- | wouldn't raise an eyebrow compared to
~ one of his other goals.
’t_" ‘When he's played his final match in the
. pros, he plans to stroll off the court doing
E::ripteuse, discarding his playing jersey,

cpecyze Ui g

| ety

ling off his shoes and socks, pulling
ff his shorts and jockstrap. The rest of his
etirement exit would be made in the buff,

Where possible, he plans to autograph
items: of his sporting apparel and toss
them to fans in the stands. He points out
nobedy has stripped on the court before
and thinks this would be an excellent
"paning shot at the NBA."

His relationship with the sport hasn't
been trouble-free. When he played for the
San Antonio Spurs, he was constantly in
hot water with management for his many
stunts.

‘While the transgendered might prefer
that under his shorts Rodman wore pink
panties with black piping for his basket-
ball swan-song, considering all that he's
made known about his CDing, wearing
ladies' underwear at centre coun wouldnt
likely cause nearly as big a stir as being an
naturale.

Of course, Rodman is hardly the first
pro athleie who enjoyed dressing. When
one in 20 men either CD or want to, it's a

— T —— e —
all the more forceful.

It might be giving Rndmnna!mhmo
much credit, though, to say that he um'
eulasaCDtnndvnnc:thcncc:ptmmnf-

all transgendered people. l

‘-

This guy/gal is 2 self-promoter of con-
siderable skill.

‘Who says so? None other than mommy
dearest. She told the media her son
appesring at his book signing dressedas a
woman was a bit of “shrewd marketing. It
didn't offend me in the least. It surprised
me, but T thought it was funny. Over the i
years Dennis has had the eddest clothes,
because he always shopped at the i;»ic:lest_!-r
places," she explained.

As for his sexuality, she said "T know
he's not gay. When 1 go out o dinner wi
him, we don't get to eat because there
no private moments. But when he goes®

with the gay friends, they let him be him-"

self and he can enjoy his food.” Mothe

given that Rodman has had
in perfume and lingeric on NBA courts,
and other competitive venues as well.
They simply stayed in the closet
Transgendered players were around, fans
just didnt know they had another set of
stats, such as bra size.

And, being a star on a team filled with
superb players will make Rodman's posi-
tive impact on behalf of the transgendered

Rodman apparently wasn't asked, and di
't volunteer, whether she thought her sol

of nowhere, like I do when I fly in
rebound. Nobody made me, I m
myself.”  That just about sums up |
prime motive for exiting the closet.

he's bound to give ransgenderism a hi
er profile. { = =
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of the following facilities: the

[lvesnis. bittisrds. darts, TV/Video
room, library in the Farmhouose

at the Lakeview Lounge/Bar.
||And at modest extra cost there is

Club which offers massages,
facials, mudpacks, manicurcs,
pedicures and other beauty treat-
ments. (Cost is extra.)

Bring your camera: the
Muskoka colours at this time of
year are spectacular!

We have a full programme so
there will always be something
to do. Dress is optional for this
||lentire event, so dress "Drag or
|| Drab” anytime you want.

\ A number of our members

MARDI GRAS 96
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Y $122.00 per night, including
DOwr package also includes nse | !
ll|heated pool, sauna, hot tub, ten- §

nis courts, canoes, paddle boats, |
windsurfing, fishing, bicycles, |

| ly fantastic!) There is a 10% dis-

| those who want to come for the

Lounge and of course socializing | ‘I friends, the above is Canadian

[line Roman Spa and the Health |

» | 'MARDI GRAS 96' and book

'MARDI-GRAS 96' 272
| Contact Donna on the intemet at:

Thursday) and enjoy the extra
day to relax and make use of the
great facilitics. Some members
stay over Sunday night and just

are October 4, 5 & 6.
Rates range from $97.00 1o

breakfast and dinner and is based
on our two night package. (The
food, at Divine Lake, is absolute-

count for the third night. A daily
rate of $35.00 is available, for

Saturday only. This includes the
Saturday workshops and the ban-
quel dinner. For our American

funds, so you can save abouat
35% on exchange.

If you havent booked, call
‘Divine Lake' now, mention

direct with them (5100.00]
deposit required and they accept
all credit cards). It's a free call,
telephone:  1-800-263-6600 .
Don't wait any longer!

Any questions about||

N _emeem e,

Feinberg, Leslie. 1996,
Making History from
Joan of Arc
to
Ru Paul
Boston: Beacon Press.

xvii+212.

[This review has appeared in
the Toronto Globe and Mail.]

Unbeknownst to most ondi-
nary citizens, a revolution, ofien
but not always quiet, has been
slowly gaining momentum with-
in the western world. The signs
have been there for those who
look for such things: talk shows,
films, books, and television have
increasingly been normalizing a
previously marginaliced popula-
tion. Riding, to some extent, on
the coat tails of the pay and les-
bian rights movement, and plac-
ing themselves under the umbrel-
la of queer culture, the group
author Leslic Feinberg calls
“transgendered” or  simply
“trans™ mow wants to be heard
from. The “transgendered” are
citizens of the world who defy or
deny traditional gender andfor
scx categorics by being men who
live or dress as women, women
who live or pass as men, or peo-
plc who adopt whichever mle
suits their mood of the moment.
These gender outlaws are trans-
vestites,  transsexuals, drag
queens or kings, butch dykes,
femme gays, gender benders, or
intersexed (hermaphroditic) peo-
ple who are now demanding the
right to live as they please with-
out either physical or emoticnal
harassment.

While transgendered people
have been with us for all time,
and have been imponant subjects
of literature and entertainment
from Shakespeare to Priscilla,
Queen of the Desert, they have,
until recently, rarely been objects
of serious study. In particular,
the history of transgendered peo-
ple has been ignored, over-
locked, or mis-represented. In
her book, Transgender Warriors,

Leslic Feinberg aims o reclaim
the history of transgender
activists and notables. Feinberg
hemself is a well known and long
time activisi. She grew up as an
extreme tomboy suffering the
slings and arrows reserved for
these who do not fit neatly into
society's bipolar gender system.
As she grew older she first found
a niche as a butch dyke in
Buffalo's lesbian society, and
then, in order to muake a living
and feel whole. moved to New
York and began living as a man
full time. Her 1993 novel, Stonc
Butch Blues, is a powerful and
moving account of life as a trans-
gendered  woman  within
Buffalo and Toronto's lesbian
community in the latz-60's and
carly 70's.

This new book, like her
novel and like so much of the
writing coming out of the
transgendered community, is
highly autobiographical. But
where Stonc Buich Blues was
her account of the emotional
and social trail that led her to
where  she is  today,
Transgender Warriors is an
intellectual rendering of that
journcy. Trans history is told
to us via Feinberg's own recoy-
ery of that self-same history. It
is the unfolding of her realiza-
tion that she is not alone in the
warld, is not the only person
ever to have felt at odds with
society's genitally based gen-
der categorization, that pro-
vides the impetus for her
explorations.

Every marginalized group
that begins to claim its socictal
space turns, sooner or later, to the
reclamation of 2 history that has
been ignored or suppressed by
the mainstream academic and
educational institutions, The rea-
sons for this are simple but pro-
found. When a group’s history is
incorporated and respected with-
in the mainstream that group
becomes visible and stands a5 a
respected component of the his-
torical fabric of a country or
society. Young people encoun-
tering the stories can recognize

themselves as a kind of person
who has a right to be proud, to
belong, to be a part of the histor-
ical matrix. Black, Native
Canadian, gay, and lesbian
young people who see their
groups ideniified as having tradi-
tions, personalitics and history
understand that they are not
alonc but have a sclf-identity and
a past with which they can iden-
tify.  Feinberg's motivation in
writing Transgender Wamior is,
in large part, to provide that kind
of perspective for the transgen-
dered and those connected to and
interestzd in them.

——

“ was three vears old when the news
broke that Christine Jorgensen had trav-
eled from the United States to Sweden for
asexch from male to female. A pass-
port agent reportedly sold the story to the
media. All hell broke loose. In the years
that followed, just the mention of her
name provoked vicious laughter. The cru-
elty must have filtered down to me,
because 1 understood that the jokes rotat-
ed around whether Christine Jorgensen
was 4 woman or a man. Everyome was
supposed to easily fit into one category or
another, and stay there, But I didn’t fit, so
Christine Jorgensen and I had a special
bond. By the time I was eight or nine
years old, I had asked a baby-sitter, “Is
Christine Jorgensen a man or a woman?"

“She isn’t anything,” the baby-sitter
giggled, “She’s a freak.” Then, 1 thought,
I must be a freak too, becanse nobody
seemed sure whether I was a boy or a girl.
What was going to happen to me? Would
1 survive? Would Christine survive?™

-

-

M Jopuosdsuei]

That first major trigger for
Feinberg, as for a multitude of
others, was Christine ]orgcnsen's
highly publicized sexual rens-
signment surgery in 1952, For
most people the announcement
was the occasion for ribald
humor or straightforward deri-
sion. But for many, albeit secret-
Iy and without sharing with any-
onz, there was a recognition, a
snap-to-attention realization that
others shared one’s gender dis-
comfort and were not always
happy with their birth designated

SIOLII®
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= sex role. Of course, the sword that cut the
knot of isclation wes double-edged: all of
- the salacious and nasty comments were
obviously intended to apply to anyone
» intrigued by Jorgensen's journcy.
Feinberg points out that this derision
was not always so. In numerous societies
throughout the world, especially the
ancient world, people who were transgen-
dered or bi-gendered were often consid-
ered blessed, and frequently played an
important role in the religious or spiritual
life of the community. This was especial-
Iy true in Mative American tribes where
two-spirited people (lebeled ‘berdache’
by white explorers and chroniclers,) were
an institution in their own right. Only in
relatively receat history, with the forced
intrusion of Judeo-Christian mores into
native society have the two-spirited
sometimes been shunned or excluded.
Christianity itself has had a very per-
plexing attitude toward its transgendered
constituents, especially women who come
to live as men. The church stands square-
ly against any softness toward the trans-
' gendered.  And yet, the most famous

transgender warrior in all history was
Joan of Arc who while first bumt at the
stake, was eventually made a saint.
Historically, her transvestitism is more
often portrayed as an act of devotion
rather than an essentizl component of
self-expression. That she was put to death
for refusing to coase wearing men's cloth-
ing (by priests wearing soutanes and
monks wearing robes) is often viewed as
mercly an cxcuse and not as an integral
component of her calumnies.

The best chapters of Feinberg's book
are those devoted to history. The others,
those that are more straightforwardly
didactic are weaker. With the exception
of an excellent chapter on why the
women’s movement and the transgender
movement share a lot, the chapters devot-
ed primarily to her arguments about the
nature of racism, discrimination and the
roots of transgender abuse leave much to
be desired. Too many of the arguments
rely on suspect Marxist presuppositions,
and too many others are not really
explanatory.

Feinberg makes claims like, “Tt was the

overthrow of communalism and the sub-

sequent division of society into classes
that mandated the partitioning of the
sexes and outlawed any blurring of those
‘man-made’ boundaries.” But why? One
can easily envision & non-communal soci-
ety in which transgenderism was tolerat-
ed, but where justice did not prevail. The
mere co-existence of two situations—pri-
vite property and the binary gender sys-
tem—does not mean there is a cavsal con-
nection.

Feinberg has given us an interesting
book that offers much food for thought
and a great deal of fascinating informa-
tion. It is not, unfortunately, the great
transgendered history that is needed.
That book still remains to be written. But
it is a detailed account of the intellectual
and emotional journey of one transgender
warrior from fearful isolation to a place
rich with pride and self-respect. {

N

~Pride Day Is a Grand Success

There 1 was, your very own TMR editor, wearing my short white terry skint and my Transsexual Menace T-shirt, proudly standing in front
of the Xpressions booth on Toronto’s ab-fab Pride Day. By the time T arrived, about 11 am., Cynthia had already set up a (hiessed) awning]
to protect us from the sun and a table for our literature. Our location could not have been better. We were the very first table next to
entrance to the beer garden south of Wellesley St., right in the centre of it all. As people came by we would tell them about our club. Alot

brochures went to gays ar leshians who
have friends who are TG. We all know that
many of us first “come out” 1o gay or les-
hian friends on the (quite proper) assump-
tion that they will be sympathetic. Let's
hope those brochures go 10 people who
have been searching for friends like us.

As the day wore on various members
came and visited. Nancy, Donna, Victoria,
and many others stopped by and visited for
awhile, usually lending a helping hand in
the process. Later, when the Niela Miller
Workshop ended, a whele gang came by for
the wrap up. Of course, the real star was
Micheline from Montreal who was a super
show stopper in her Marie Antoinetic cos-
ume—bustle and all.

Pride Day ls an imponant event for us
because it lets the community know we are
out there, This gets us support, and aids in
our mission of cnding the lonclincss and
isolation of cross dressers and transsexuals.
There's already talk of having a float next
year. So when next Pride Day rolls
around—be there! {
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* 1elling the story of Fantasia Fair 1995,

FANTASIA
FAIR 1995
Part Four

Will You Go?

[Gilbert@ YorkU.cal
[Editors: in print versions please
replace *asterisks* with italics.]

This is the fourth of four parts

This amicle is about deciding if
Fantasia Fair is right for you,
and making the decision w
£20

RECAP: In
Qctober 1995 1 went
to  Provincetown,
Massachusetts, a
small picturesque
town on the very
tip of Cape Cod. 1
was there to par-
ticipate in my first
Fantasia Fair, a
week long celebration
of the feminine in the
male, ranging from timid
to committed cross dressers to
long time transsexuals, with every
stop along the way. The week consist-
ed of workshops given by first rank
professionals, lunches with speakers on
fascinating subjects, wonderful ban-
qucts, cxciting events, and some of the
most warm and beautiful people I've
met in my life. I could just give a diary
of my ewn time in Ptown, but every-
body's Fanfair is different depending
on who they are, what they need, and
how much they are willing to give and
take. So, instead, T will take different
aspects of the fair and tell you about
them. The four parts of my stery will
be, 1] What Happens at the Fair, 2]
Workshops and Personal Growth; 3]
People and Parties; and 4] Will You
Go?

Part 4. Will You Go?

Every decision begins with two

parts: desire and capability. So the

first issue is. do you want to go?

If you've read the previous three
parts to this saga, then you know that
Fanfair is a fun, friendly, growth expe-
rience that has the potential for making
4 major impact in your life. There are
innumerable dinners, talks, parties, rap
sessions, workshops, events, and just
plain hanging out. Everyone who
atiends is a sister or brother or com-
panion to one. The townspeople are
friendly and go out of their way w0
make us fesl comfortable and at home.

Fanfair is set up to provide a safe and
friendly environment that offers rich
opportunitics to somcone who has been
tightly closeted, and also has sufficient
range and breadth to appeal to those
who have ventured forth into the world
befare.

Imagine that you've never gone any-
where dressed before except, say, to a
club meeting where you might even
have changed on the premises. Then
imagine waking up in the momning in a
charming inn, dressing in a sman day-
time outfit, and setting forth with total
confidence. Then, sometime in the late
afternoon you come back to your room,
relax, perhaps have a glass of wine
with your house mates, and then go and
dress for the evening's activities. Most

- e L

nights you can wear your mice stuff,
and have a lovely dinner with friends.
After you might make an carly night,
join & pajama party, or find a great
house party. And at no time was there
any reason to feel uncomforiable or
awkward. Oh, I almost forgot. If a vis-
itor gawks, just smile, wave and act
like & tourist attraction.

So fear should not keep vou from
Fanfair. There's simply no reason for it.
And what other reason could there be
for not wanting to go? [ can’t think of
any. -But I can think of reasons why
you might pot be able 1o go.
There are two main rea-
sons you might not be
able to go: time
and money.

Fantasia Fair
lasts for a
full week,

and  mnot

cyeryonc

can take

that kind

of time,
especially if
it means
vacation time
without  your
family. The cost
for a full weck at the
fair is not inconsiderable.
A single room is a little over
US$1,000. It's a very reasonable price
for seven nights at a charming inn, all
of your breakfasts and lunches, and
most of your dinners, not to mention all
the fair activities and events. But being
good value doesn't mean you have the
money. One alternative is 1o attend the
second half, three nights and four days.
That's half the price, half the time, and
still gives you a good taste of what
Fanfair's all about. But it's nothing
like the full week.

Now here’s a fow tips for when you
come, First of all, clothing. Take as
much as you can. Don’t be embar-
rassed. If you're flying you're allowed
two suitcases—this time don’t travel
light. If you're driving—take it all.
Thers are at least two really dress up
nights, and other nights that nice outfits

T
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Frime and money

B - e = T

, are called for, Don't forget shoes

~dressy heels to match
your evening weer. But, bring flats to wear during the day
and a bag to camry heels in. Those Plown streels ars not
easy in four inch pumps. This vear the fair is a week later,
so some wamner clothing will be nceded. 1 also recom-
mend you bring a boitle of your favorite imbibement for
fivesies or for offering a visitor to your house, And, of
course, your camera, There are privacy rules about cam-
eras, but you will want some snaps of yourself and your
friends,

Just about anything you forget can be had in
Provincetown, 50 don't get (oo anxious about litde things,
If you can, bring some money for shopping. It's end of the
season in Prown, and there are real bargains to be had, Oh,
and don't forget your cosume for the Fantasy ball. Last
year's first prize winner was our own Mellissa whose Bo

COUNSELING IN GENDERLAND

It has long been & problem for persons seeking coun-
seling for gender issues that their providers know little or
nothing about the field of gender identity counseling.
Little wonder! It is not taught as part of any training or
academic curriculum except as odd courses in scatierad
Counselng Psychology programs. Lately, more colleges
which offer gay, leshian and hisexual studies are begin-
ning to include transgender ones as well, but we are still
far from having this subject regularly represented in pro-
fessional training programs.

toften happens is that clients end up spending their
ducating their lors and feeling

. resentful about it. This is why T set out to write & book
\ % about counscling crossgendercd persons at the urging of

|

22

my publisher, Jenny Stevens, (DIFFERENT PATH
PRESS, Boston 1996) herself an author and a transgender
person.

‘The metaphor, Genderland, is, of course, related to poor

'Alice, who went down the rabbit hole or through the look-
ing glass, and amived in a country whose rules, regula-
‘tions, behaviors, and reasoning were entirely different
Ifrom what she was used to in her orderly world.
. The lor who is d by someone who has
a gender identity different from what would appear to be
so by biological sex, or someonce who is male but looks
like a woman or dresses like a woman, someone who is in
a marriage hoth as hushand and as girlfriend-—this coun-
selor feels like Alice trying to figure out what's what in
Wondertand.

Unless the counselor investigates her own sex and gen-
der identity, understands her reactions to presentation or
behaviors which defy her categorical l.hmkuig, enters into
this new world to leam and grow herself, she will not be
able to be of much help t o her client.

I first encountered crossgendered persons at Fantasia

B -
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Beep outfit was a hands down no contest winner. The
room was full of leather mistresses, maids, pirates,
princesses, a bride or two, and everything else under the
sun. Use your imagination and let it all hang out_

Will you go? Should you go? The answer has 10 be,
yes. Ifit's just not possible, them I'm sorry—we'll miss
you, and look for you the following year. But if you can,
then you owe it to yourself to have the most thrilling, rich,
Jjoyful, warm, and growing experience a cross dresser can
imagine, Fantasia Fair will have a tremendous impact on
you, and it will last forever, When you think of it that way,
a8 an experience that will be with you always, then you
cannot deny yourself. Go for it. girl! You deserve it. {

by Miggi Alicia Gilben

Fair in 1982, I had been invited there to work, at first,
with the partners of crossdressers.

The first event T attended was a church supper. When I
walked in I heard male voices all around me but saw
women! Ihad arrived in Genderland. 1 have written else-
where about what happened to me at this event. But [ did
want {o mention that this wes my introduction to a world
unlike the onc | was used to, where there were neat divi-
sions between males and females. All of my assumptions
and beliefs about gender and sex got thrown up in the air,
and 1 had to stant finding out what my strong feclings
were, why I had them, and what to do about them.

In those days, [ had no other colleagues who knew any-
thing about this. There were very few books on the sub-
ject. So 1 had to learn from the experts in the community
who were very gencrous in sharing their life stories and
feelings. For me, it was very similar to having a daughter
with a rare disorder called neurofibromatosis (she died in
1984,) knowing nothing about the disease, knowing
nohody else who had it, having no community resources-
--only one physician who finally diagnosed her correctly
after we had lived with another diagnosis by another doc-
tor for two years. What a tremendous relief it was when,
finally, a clinic op and a foundation was established
which staried bringing people together who had this disor-
der or who were related to the afflicted person.

The parallels are obvious. I understood immediately
the sense of isolation and frustration experienced by T's
(variously transgendered folks.) and their need 1o talk to
someone who understood their concerns as well as the
need for community, Just as imponant were the pariners
and other persons related to T's who experienced betrayal,
confusion, frustration, bewilderment, and needed support
in working through their feclings.

1 am dedicated to bringing knowledge and understand-
ing to counselors of T's and their significant others. They!

m—
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do not have to start from scratch the way 1
did. There are now many resources avail
able and the whole community is much
more sophisticated than it was in the early
80’5, Please encourage your counsclor to
1ake steps to educate herself outside of]
your office time with her. Ask her to speak
(o her colleagues, and raise consciousness,
zbout gender identity. Evenmally, this will
not be a closeted issue any longer and we
will 2l be the better for it,
SIDEBAR- TEN SUGGESTIONS
FOR COUNSELORS
1. Call TFGE (International Foundation|
for Gender Education in Waltham,
Massachusetts) and ger their list of publi-
cations or visit their new bookstore
2. Investigate the online gender groups
3. Attend gender conventions (listed in
Transgender Tapestry magazine|
4. Subscribe to Transgender Tapestry
magazine!!
5. Reflect on your own gender identity
6. Keep a journal of your thoughts, feel-
ings and reactions to transgenderism in
movies, plays, with real people
7. Pay attention to your dreams and
what they can tell you about gender
8. Attend courses which include trans-
zender studies

9. Make friends with a transgender who|
is not a client

10 .Contact me for superyision

Biographical notes:

Niela Miller, MS is a licensed social
worker and menial health counsclor in
Massachusetts. She has been counseling|
the transgendered for half of her thimy)
years as a humanistic therapist. She has
been providing personal development
workshops al every Fantasia Fair since
1982. She is now concentrating on making
information. training and supervision
available to mental health practitioners in
addition to running a group for gendor
explorers once a month at the International
Foundation for Gender Education in
Waltham, Ma. {

To order the book, COUNSELING IN
GENDERLAND, comact DIFFERENT
PATH PRESS, Box 123, Boston, Ma.
02213

by Nicla Miller

ALL OR NONE? OR HAPPY ADJUSTMENT?

ment of sorts, after they have been given a
lot of reasoning about it. Other can deal
wuh :l by “ostrich pnnmp]e of knowing it

By Virginia Prince, Ph.D.
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tleman who
to put a bl
whether or n

have.

let us face it: women are not without wor-
ries, insecuritigs, “and maladjustments.
Thus, some of them can handle the cross-
dressing relatively essily without a lot of
explanation. Others can make an adjust-
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Here is an "afternoon épisbdb
““that happened recently......

‘While I was surfing the net one day I noticed an inter-
esting site with a Toronto address. The site refermred to a
#y.-makeup clinic and specialized in lessons as well as
makeovers. [ sent off an e mail and asked for a lesson that
_._yffmld give me as "passablc” a look as possible.
= A few days later the response came back with prices
= and times for the shop. The owner, Susan, described her
studio: how beautiful is, and how much natural sunlight
. coOme through the big windows. The post went on to say
that her company name was Kirsch Camouflage Clinic.
I called and made an appointment with her secretary.
-Ihe gal asked me who the lesson was for and [ said, “for
_-__rmcif.“ She arranged a time, and said her goodbyes.
I arranged 1o goto the Tuesday afternoon appointment
with my wife, (she was intrigued by what I would leam
~and look like afterwards,) and we headed to the shop. 1
SHECided to dress ina pair of Hollywood jeans and a mus-
__tard, ribbed top, and I also took my wig, foundations and
afeminine jacket in a bag. On the way up my wife and I
discussed what we would do after the lesson, and I had
. told her we were invited to friends for a drink (and an
inspection). We arrived at the clinic and were seated in the
~Aebby where the secretary usked me a lot of questions
“about how I found out about the clinic etc. I found out that
" _the pwner Susan did not know that the site she was listed
" on was a TG site; they thought it was o mainstream one.
Susan was a pretty gal, got me seated, and in a very
nervous way asked me what [ was looking for.. what kind
of look? Why was I there, was the big question she want-
ed to ask but never really came out and asked it. [ took
Javer and explained a little about who | was, and she nod-
“ded trying to understand. 1 found out that T was the first
“TG that she had ever worked on, At first she was nervous
" but I never felt uneasy myself. She asked me more ques-
tions dbout the dook I was after and started in on my
' miakegver.
She asked me 1o show her what [ normalty nse-d.

-
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e-d few comments Hme
fourudmmns I started by showing her how [ qued my
brows; she did one of my brows and got really exciied

saying that it would be an incredible"brow 1it" for some. » |

of her older clients. She applied the foundation that she .
had developed, and as she talked she relaxed and told.fhe.
it was now becoming a challenge. (she had slipped intg
the confident, professional artist I knew she was) . ==

As we chatted she explained that she works with burn
victims and had developed a foundation to cover disfig-

urements. It turned out to be an incredibly natural prod-

uct, We chatted for another 1/2 hour as she showed me
techniques and had me apply my makeup. By tietiific-her
secretary popped in to offer us cold drinks, ( I think ghe
was dying to see the progress, ) I was feeling very-cém-
fortable with Susan.

While Susan was getting ready for my lipstick T want

into the next room and put my foundations in and my WIg :

on and brushed it out. upon returning all Susan could s
was "Wow!" She was so cute, she couldn't keep her eygs
off me for the rest of the lesson. 1 caught her stéaling
glances and we both felt great. We talked a lintle about:
Xpressions and about some of her most unusual clierits
(Funeral home makeup lessons... Yikes,) and [ ended- up.
buying her M.A.C. cosmetics. The best thing she lcﬁ_&;pa
with was a pictorial diagram of a female face with the:
exact makeup on the areas that she put on me with die=
names of the makeup. :

I felt 5o accepted and comfortable with her that I have
decided to go back for a few more lessons to hone I'I'I)"
skills,

The rest of the day went well, drinks with two very
close friends and dinner with my wife downtown, !twes
an incredible experience and day.

[The shop is Kirsch Camouflage Clinic, 175,
Willowdale Ave, Willowdale Ont. M2N 4Y9, and their
phone number is, 416 500-7733. The aesthetician’s nam
is Susan, }[

Shitta M.

-

Club happenings
(ours and others) of the recent past and near
future.

Toronto Wins Bid for IFGE 98

Kpressions has been successful in it’s bid 1o host
the 1998 Annual IFGE convention here in Toronto.
The event s auended by several hundred IFGE mem-
bers, TG activists, researchers, exccutives from other
TG clubs, experts, and plain ol' gals like us. The
hotel is yei 1o be selected, and curreniy research inio
the best location is ongoing.

Needless to say, the work involved in mounting a
conference like this one is enormous, and that means
vour help will be needed! Watch our next issue for a
major story on the event, and start to think how you
can help.

Thursday Night 5 September

Alison Laing Inaugruates Doll's House

Asa result of Toronto winning the 998 TPGE con-
vention, the Executive Director, Alison Laing, will be
visiting Toronto in order to inspect a number of hotels
and wenues.  Alsion has told us that she would be
delighted 10 meet with Xpressions members at the
Doll's House, our brand new club house, We have set
a mcoting at 7.30 pm., on Thursday night 5
September. There will be no charge (or only a few
dollars for pop and juice), and Alison will 1ell us all
about the history and work of the IFGE, the
International Foundation for Gender Exploration.
This is a wonderful opportunity to visit the Doll’s
Housc on it's inaugural cvent, and find out why
everyane is so excited about the 1998 convention.

You will hive received direction to the Doll's
House in the last newslectter—pleasc keop them, or cal
the hotline if they are already lost. And remember, as
always, you are very welcome to come either drag or
drab. However you're dressed—we want you.

Play in the Sunshine

On Saturday night November 30 Xpressions will
be performing in St. Catherine's at the local Optimist
club in a fund raiser for the Sunshine Club, a charita-
ble organization that raises money to make critically
ill children happy. The show is called, An Evening at
La Cage, and will be performed, produced, and man-
aged by club members. That means we nced you!!!

The producers are looking for talented , energetic
gals for many jobs both on and off stage. We need,

**stape performers **hostesses **coatcheck girls
#¥ticket takers *#'club” management #*technical
support

If you are willing to help with any of the above
please call the Xpressions hotline, 416 - 812.6879,
and leave your name, a means of contacting you, and
an indication of what you want to do. This is a won-
derful opp ity to give hing back to the club
and help a worthy cause at the same time.

Club Dues to Rise

The Xpressions board of directors veted a rise in
annual club dues at the last board meeting. The cost
of mailings is a major factor in this increase, as is the
desire to increase even further the services offered 1o
members. Dues will go up to $50, which is still quite
low. Of course, membership includes twelve issues
of X-Files, and all four issues of TMR.

When dues notices go out they will state that any
member for whom the raise causes hardship should
coniact the treasurer personally. This has always been
the case, and always will be the case.

Divine Lake Looks Even More Divine
Mardi Gras "96 is shaping up to be another snmsh
success.  Yon know from the special mailing that
there's a terrific lineup of workshops, speakers, and
happenings to kecp you busy and smused for hours
and hours. The Mardi Gras takes place at lovely
Divine Lake resont which is totally private end self-
coptained. You and, perhaps, your pariner can get
really involved in the numercus activities, or just
enjoy the beautiful Fall colours and lovely rustic set-
ting. The dates are October 4, 5 & 6, and you can
make your reservation by phoning 1-800-263-6600.
Further information can be had by phoning the club
voice mail, 416 - 812-6879, or cmail Donna at
No one should miss this won-
derful opportunity to dress, enjoy, and share in the

love of the feminine.

Watch our Ads!

Members should remember that the merchants
who advertise in The Monarch Reader are all TG
friendly. Notonly do they help Xpressions by paying
for their ads in the X-Files and Reader | but they are
eager for your business and will treat you with respect
and courtesy. Feel fres to phone first and make per-
sonal contact. Through these stores you can buy
clothing, wigs, lingerie, numerons TG accessories,
books and videos. Please frequent them with confi-
dence, and make sure you mention Xpressions.

Xpressions has a web page!

Hey, who says we gals aren’t right with it? We're
as up to date as you can get. Tof ind oul, just crank
up your web browser and scoot on over to the
Xpressions web  page. The address s,
httpy/fwww.yorku.ca/academics(gilbert/t ftexp
rl.him. Take a look and send some feedback. If
you've got a web page, let us know and we can link
¥ou up.

Hotline Troubles Are Over

We have been promised that our hotline troubles
are over. Our new telephone gal swears that mes-
sages will be passed on to the correct board member
ur committee chair ASAP. Remember, the number is
416 - 812-6879. You can use it to request more infor-
mation about an event, make a suggestion, leave a let-
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ter to the editor. And please, if you do have
problems or feel a response is too slow,
make sure we know about it. We're trying
s hard as we can.
The Daoll House

September begins mid-month meetings
at new venue, At long last we have a nice
pace where we can gather and interact at
lithe or no cost. Possibilities for the
evening include discussion sessions, Buest
speakers, pot-luck dinners, coffee klaiches,
rummage sales, and anything else you can
think of. T}lcnrgm::nmlr}mg hard 1
find furnishings that will make the placs
nice for us. Plans are afoot for a changs

oo, ing arca, and kirch We
need,

. Mirrors

« Counter ops

" Stools

" Drapes

* Makoup lights

" Kitchen  stufi:
microwave, old
fridge, or so on

. Paint, wallpaper,
detning staff,
ciothes racks

. An abandoned
siereo CD st or
parts thereof

If you have any of
these items, please
phone the hotline so
they can be colleci-
ed and pm 10 good

use,
Get Online,
Girl!

Everyone’s beard about the Inicmct and
the woridwide web, but the international
TG community has embraced it with a
vengeance, There are numerous web sites
devoted 1o transgendered issues, informa
tion and concems. You can shop for every-
thing from hooks to lingerie to breas

All transgendered people in the Albany
NY area are invited to join TGIC On-Line,
a very informal e-mail network sponsored
by Transgenderist Independence Club
(TGIC) an over 30 year old organization
for TG people. TGIC meets cvery
Thursday night at a private clubroom in
Albany, and then many go out to The
Playhouse on Central Avenue at aboot
LOPM.

Messages exchanged on TGIC-Online
focus on eveats of interest to transgen-
dered pecple in a region from Lake Placid
1o Kingston.

If you are interested in joining the net-
work, or want more information about

TGIC, drop a line to Gima at

Lingerie Looniness
It was a lovely Sunday might in Junc.
Mysteriously, along the Danforth a surpris-

forms. You can find out exactly what the 108 nimber of largish women slowly made
Henry Benjumin Standards of Care are, get  their way 1o a store that had a sign in the
the latest gen an hormone therapies, find  Window saying, “Closed for private func-
out when the big events are taking place, Uon." Inside the gals who gathered there
stay in touch with political action and TG e @gog. The shop, which is Toronto’s
happenings, receive fres newsletters. and  12rgest lingerie store, is at least 60 feet
converse with sisters all over the world,  Wide by 80 feet deep, and covered floor to
S0 do it: get your modem, contact a server  <¢iling with macks and racks of scrump-
like netcom or sympatico, and join the E.  tious lingerie.
fevolution. Sophia's Lingerie, 542 Danforth Ave,
Albany NY Area: TGIC- (461-6113), was the location for our June
- Online shopping event. Sophia and her staff were
on hand o help us find the best fitting

26 TMR Reader + Fall 96 « [ssue 43

ltems, as well as enjoy the canapés and
drinks provided. It was delightful to be
able to shop and browse without worry, as
well as being able w get expen advice. 1
bought 2 lovely Lejaby bra, and others
bought bras, teddies, waist cinches, and
even a bathing suit. And the gals who just
window shopped also had a fine time
socializing with their fricads. Thanks to
Sophia, ber staff, and the organizers for a
fine and fun evening.

IFGE Opens TG Bookstore
On January 2, 1996, the LF.GE.
opened its doors at its Waltham HQ for
direct  walk=In-customer sules of books,
videos and, periodicals and an "On-the-
Road—Traveling”
boukstore  for
organizations in the
vicinity, The book-
Lo r e,
Synchronicity, is
. under the man-
agement of
- Vanessa
Mumy, who
has been work-
ing part time as
a volunteer for
the IEGE
. over the last

= ninc months.

There is no
other book
store anywhere

like it. Svachronicity
will serve a wide variety of
;. Trunsgendcred
individuals seeking self-understanding and
help with the issues they face.
Professionals in the medical | health
and outreach fields, seeking to deepen their
understanding of crossdressers, transsexu-
als, and other transgendered mdividuals,
Joumalists and academics locking for a
one-stop source of up-to-date books and
publications about the various aspects of
transgender phenomena.

The opening of Synchronicity is repre-
sentative of change in the community and
the world. Greater acceptance of diversity
is happening all around us, and transgender
people are less fearful of openly learning
about themselves. Although there are other
groups sclling books to the community,
some of these are for profit enterprises.
The LEG.E. is a non-profit organization,
and the nct proceeds from sales goes 10

outreach, building bridges with other
minorities, educating helping profession-
als, and research.

Bookstore hoars are: 10-4 M-Th, 10-
7:30 Fri., Sat: TBA. Walk-in: 123 Moody
St., Waltham MA

Fantasia Fair Is Upon Us

Tune 10 register to attend the 1996
Fanfair in Provincetown, MA (Oct 20-27)
is quickly running out. There are at least
six Xpressions gals attending this year, und
we expect 1o have a ball. Migqi Alicia will
be house mether of Fairbanks Hoase, our
Canadian consulate in Ptown, and she will
be ably assisted by Mellissa, your mem-
bership chairlady. Pamela, your Charlady,
Karen and Mickeline will also be there.
(We have high hopes for
Micheline's Marie
Antoinette outfit to
take first price atthe _
Fantasy ball) If 4
you're comng, let
us know—there's
room  for you,
too! Call the club
hotline if you need
more info.

Great
Dinners
Coming

The August 3]st
dinner will be a2
special one, It will
be held in
Hamilton—the
first time we've had
a dinner out of
Toronto. It's going to
be at Fran's in the Howard
Jokneons on King Street. The time, as
always, is § pm, and we hope you'll be
there,

The September dinner will be back in
Toronte at Bumpkins located at 21
Gloucester 5u, just cast of Yonge. We
have our own private dining room, so, if
you're thinking about finally coming out
to 4 dinner, this is a nice discreet one. And
the food is really good!

In October we'll be back at Southern
Accents on Markham St., just south of
Bloor. We'll once again dine on fabulous
Cajun food in our own room. If you
missed the last one, then you should make

it this ume. They really loved us!

Shopping Resumes!

The summer hiatus is ending, and shop
till you drop nights are retumning. Plans
are for shopping nights to be organized
about every second month. Locutions
include Addition-Elle, Big Time, sand His
& Her Wigs. So start dropping lJoonies
into that piggy bank—you®ll need them.

Niela Miller Workshops Great
Success

Judging by the excited and wondrous

glow emanating from all the gals who

attended the Nizgla Miller workshops that

last

weckend of June, she certainly had & major
impact on atterdees. The couples work-
shop which focused on communication
within o relationship was a tremendous
success, with many couples expressing the
opinion that they were greatly helped by
their participation. “When you listen to
other people talking, and you hear vour-
self.” ane partner told me, “then you begin
to understand that you are not alone in
your fears and concerns, That's very vali-
dating,”

The individuals workshop was held
over two days, Saturday and Sunday from
10 am. to | p.m.. Everyone I spoke to feh
that being there made important changes in

their self-image and sclf-understanding.
“It was emotionally exhausting, and some-
times even scary,” one participant said,
“but I learned more about myself. and who
1 am, and what | want than I ever thought |
could.”

Miela's visit is an exciting new step for
Xpressions. If the club is to branch out
into growth areas that explore more than
the (very important) social aspects of our
lives, then support for such activities is
vital. 1 know one goal we all have is to
learn more about curseives and who and
what and why we are the way we are
Workshops like these afford us oppontuni-
ties for doing just that. Congrats to the
organizers!

Style

I hope eveyrone has noticed by now the
style of the reader has changed a lirtle.
How do you like it 7
Cynthia has just purchased some new
software and decided to show it off for this
issue,
Please feel free 1o comment on any pan
of the reader and its contents,
Email the editor, write,phone the hotline
Or se¢ us at an event.
We need feed back!

1
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New name, new look
for the bible of the
world's transgendered

By Laura M.

The Intcrnational Foundation for  Gender
Education's (IFGE) premier educational tool has a
new name and look. With issue 74, winter 199596,
TAPESTRY Journal became TRANSGENDER
Tapestry. But much more than just the perindical's
nameplate has changed.

Apparently to draw sccond looks on North
American newsstands, the front cover phote in the
first two issues under the new format has featured
famous film TGs — Patrick Swayze in To Wong Foo,
Thanks for Everything, Julic Newmar and Julie
Andrews in Victor, Victoria. Both stars, and their
films, are hailed in the magazine as having positive-
ly portrayed the transgendered. Previonsly the cover
spotlighted genuine CDs and TSs. It remains to be
seen if this switch in cover emphasis is permanent.

A roster of headlines giving the reader a hint of
what there is to read inside has also been added 1o the
cover. This is particularty useful since often times the
magazine is sold in bookstores and TV boutiques
inside sealed plastic sleeves.

On the inside, the magazine now sports full-colour
photography. In the past Tapestry didn't have colour
beyond the cover and back page. And its black and
white pictures were flat and grey. Except for those
taken by Mariette Pathy Allen, they were usually
quite amateurish and not panicularly interesting,
focusing on TG events in the United States.

There are still photos from TG events, lote of grip
'n grins and award presentations, but also some
engaging pictures. Both the colour efforts and the
black and white shots demonsimate more thought is
going into the sclection of pictures and the cropping.
Photo reproduction hus also been enhanced, 1o a
degree.

Speaking of photos, there are still tons of faces of
TGs with personal ads, But they are being printed
now in & special centre pull-out section on a different
paper stock than the rest of the magazine. And one of
the most passable advertisers stars in the full-page
cover shot introducing this part of the publication,
This section also contains news tid-bits from TG
groups around the world, the traditional directory of
organizations and listing of major events, a sprin-
Kling of short articles, and a few ads.

Xpressions and Monarch have a profile in
Transgendered, especially gratifying since the publi-
cation is American TG community dominated.

Several people who have been, or are still;
invalved with the clubs, advertise in the personals —
Robyn V., Dawna Tracy, Glen M. and Robynn Marie-
Layne from Canads and Janice from New York state.
Three of them mention their Xpressions membership
in their ads. In a story about To Wong Foo, there's a
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quote from the old Monarch mag's review of the film,
And the fall Mardi Gras is also plugged. Both clubs
are included in the directory of organizations.

Muny magazines aimed at TGs and their admirers
have strong sexual overtones. To be sure there are s
few, such as LadyLike, that have avoided the trash,
bul this genre of magazine is rarc, The old Tapestry
never stooped to smur for the sake of selling maga-
zines and Transpendered has maintained that tradi-
tion. Thankfully, it's not 2 publication designed to tit-
illate.

However, Tapestry always seemed a little too seri-
ous and quite clinical. And too often it overempha-
sized transsexuals and TG politics. There was too
much weight given to honouring community leaders
and the magazine used to leave the impression there
was no fun involved in being transgendered, just tri-
als and tribulations.

The revamped magazine is atlempling to inject
some fun into its pages with items wich s advice
columns for CDs; a quiz to help people decide where
they fitin the bread spectrum of TG behaviour, infor-
mation about make-up, ete. The balsnce between
CDs and TSs has been improved and coverage of
F2Ms has been beefed up. There's also film and book
reviews, stories abont TGs in history, people items

Long interviews presented as verbatim questions
and answers with major players in the community,
such as a leader of Tri-Ess, look to be becoming a sta-
ple.

Certainly, some of thess types of material were in
the old Tapestry, but they got lost inall the preaching.
The lighter touch now given 1o the magazine's con-
tent, from front to back, has made the total package
more inviting and enjoyable.

“Tt's @ better read than in the past.”

Applause for the new format, as evidenced by the
letters section in issue 75, is running about 10 to one.

Of course, there is still room for improvement. For
instance, continuations from the end of one part of an
article to the rest of the piece, till send the reader 1o
the magazine's back pages too frequently. And some-
times the directions aren't accurate - the reader turns
to page X and the material there isn't o continualion
of whar he/she was reading. In one case, the meat of
@ photo/iype feature is on the back half of the jump,
not at the start, as it normally would be. In faimess,
this is partly because of where the colour positions
fall in the publication.

‘And Transgendered, while bolstering its photogra
phy; still looks pretty grey because there's too much
type and not enough art. The magazine's management
would be well advised to borrow an idea from Joanne
Roberts' LadyLike and invite readers to send in their
own pics. Page reproduction is also flat, there's little
OF N contrast

But, overall, the new publication gives readers a
better bang for their bucks. 1

JoAnn Robers

“Everybody knows the world is full of
stapid people.” — The Refreshments
"Bandido"” :

First some fashion news... Want a little
pliilosoplyy with your cosmeiics? Stila cos-
metics packs a bon mot with each of its
products, For example, inside your face.

powder you might find, "It is never 100 late

to be what you might have heen” That by
George Elliott.

Bob Mackie is back ino the “special
occasion” dress market. Mackie took a side
trip into less extravagant couture, but found
that he wanted to return to his first and most
suecessful love-beads. Mackie says his new
line will be much less expensive” than his

ious creations with some dresses selling
for as "little as $700." Hey, Bob, ship me a
dozen of those beaded numbers.

" A fetishists dream come true,” is how
one friend described Barb Wire starming the
mammillary-enhanced  Pamela  Lee
‘Anderson, Corsets, fishnets and thigh-high
boote everywhere. Even under limited
release (less than 1000 theaters), the movie
is raking in the dough. Just wait until it hits

Joining RuPaul as a spokesperson for

M-A-C cosmetics is the unlikely personage
of one kidulang. I say "unlikely” not becanss -

lang is & lesbian, but because up to now her
"look™ has been fresh-faced and sans-make-
up. I guess she's working on a new losk.
The newsgroups alt.transgendered and
soc.support. transgendered were aflame for
most of February and March when the two
groups were (some would say) "invaded” by
transsexual absolutists. These absolutists
claim there are only transvestites who are
men and "true” post-op transsexuals who are
women. A trans-genderist is really just a
transvestite playing at being a woman, Now,
Thaven't been on the net that long, but I have
been in one or two flame wars myself and
I've observed several, but the nasty, mean-
spirited rhetoric coming from both sides in
this so-called debate could have stripped the
cpoxy paint off a ship's hull. The real extent
of the damzge was revealed in a private post
by a newbic who was afraid to attend a local
support group meeting for fear it would be a
hostile environment Fortunately, she was
convinced it would be safe and enjoyed her

first visit.

You heard it here first. Two new trans-
gender hooks have hit the street. Leslie
Feinberg's Transgender Warriors was pre-
released by Beacon Press in time for the
IFGE Convention in April and is in book-
stores now, we've also got it in the Mall at
the CDS Bookstand for you now (seereyiew
in this issue, Ed) However, we've got the
scoop on an even newer book, The Man In
The Red Velver Dress by 1. J, Allen, a mem-
ber of the community. Allen’s book explores
the transgender community with an insider's
eye and a critical one ar that. This book is
going to whip up a storm of controversy and
discussion. It's 216 pages with 12 pages of
photos (yours truly is inlcuded). Look for 1t
‘at the DS Bookstand now.

‘While I'm on the subject of dresses...

‘There is ofien confusion between Misses

and Womens sizes, so let's try to clear that
up. Womens sizes tend to be shorter through
the trunk, as much as an inch or more. And,
Womens sizes are designed differently.
Typically, a Misses dress is designed as a
size B and is then scaled up to an 18 and

of makoup Temover to get it off. Better your
face than your clothes.

MTY announced they're giving Chicago
Bulls star Dennis Rodman his own show. At
a press conference where Rodman was
wearing pink nail polish, he said, "l could be
[transmitting] ina gay bas, dancing with gay
guys. even kissing a gay guy." When asked
if he was gay, Rodman said he wasn't.
Interestingly enough, the gay/lesbian com-
munity to understand Rodman quite
well. One lesbian activist said Rodman was
a transvestite and that was jusi finc with her

“sinee he is calling attention to people of dif-

ference. Rodman may be the greatest thing
thar's happened to this community since
RuPaul. Someone ought to invite him to 8
gender event. (See article on Rodman in this
issue, Bd.)

There's been a mini-explosion of to
releted vendors on the net. Just last month
Lee's Mardi Gras Boutique, Lola Inc., and
Melody Produets Intémational, opened
online stores associated with the TG Forum
Shoppmg Mall at

dspul hmdehtmi=. There

down to'a 2. A W, drese is designed as
a size 20 and then scaled up and down. The
result is that the proportions end up quite
different. A Womens 14 (14W) is really
much closer to a Misses 16 than a Misses 14.

Ta help you squeeze into that Misses 14 is
a whole new array of foundation garments
from the likes of Nancy Ganz Bodyslimmers
Hourglass Dress slip, corset-like body
brigfers from Natori, and Miracle Slips from
Victoria's Secret. Even the Hane's One Place
catalog has a corselette. On a recent visit 1o
Lee Brewster's Mardi Gras Boutique in
NYC, Ms. Brewster steered me to an indus-
trial-strength corsolette by Jezebel that is
just fabulous and it's really prety too. Ask
for item# 751. Youll love it. The boutique is
located ay 400 W [4th St, near 9th Avenue,
212-645-1888. Leo will be opening a store-
front in the Shopping Mall soon. Keep
watch.

Cosmetics haven't made it big time on
the Internet yet, but there are a few sites for
cosmetics. Aveda and Biomedic are two that
are gnline, and Clinique cosmetics can be
found a1 www.univbkstr.com/clinique/
although it is not an official Clinique site.
Cosmetics specifically for the transgender
community are sold by Genteel Products.
Tell Cindie I sent you.

Revlon's new ColorStay foundation. 1
haven't tried it yet, but I did get email from
Nicole who did and she liked it... a lot. She
sald it was as good as the Max Factor Active
Protection base I've been touting for vears.
There is one negative. She says it takes tons

amnow 11 vmdm'sal the Mall and you can
buy just about anything you can dream of
online and discretely. There's nothing quite
like surfing the net at 2 AM in your nightic
searching for fishnet hose. Visit Lee's at
<httpy/fwww.imgnyc.com>; Lola al
<hutp:/fwww.lolaine.com>; and Melody al
‘-‘J'IIIIP !N"WW rrleépm comz,
d In ional Cong; on
_Sex ‘& Gender Issues is coming along nice-
ly. Registrations have statted coming in and
Sheila Kirk reporis that a major name in
transgender research has agreed to be one of
the plenary speakers. Watch for an official
press relcase in September. By the way,
sheuld anyone ask, the deadline for program
and workshop submissions is Jan. 15, 1997,
Okay, onto kewl stuff... Hair fashion for
Fall is the slicked-back look. I envy those
who have their own hair they can pull back
into a bun or chignon. That look is so cle-
gant and graceful. I've seen this done with a
wig, but in order to pass close inspection at
the hairline, we're talking mucho dinero and
a custom- made hairpiece. Most of us can'l
afford that cost for realism. Other fads we'll
be sccing arc military looks and lots of
metallics, especially gold.

Sexy shoes seem to be back in the Fall
lincup after several scasons of what amount-
ed to combat boots with heels. The latest
Speigel catalog has a pair of high heel in
sizes up to 12 medium and 11 wide for abow
$635. In fact, ankle strap heels are among the
really hot items for Fall. The styles range
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Blame it on brain sex

By Laura M.

:Pronf that transgendered behaviour
stems at least in part from what is popular-
ly termed "brain sex" could be just around
the corner.

Pioneering research of global signifi-
cance is taking plece in Canada, with sci-
entists slowly unlocking the mysterics of
the mind, including how differences in
brain construction impacts on sex and gen-
der differences.

One of the most important of these med-
scientists is psycholgist Sandra Witelson of
Hamilton.

Demonstrated variations between left
and: right brsin functions in males and
female has shown that brain sex plays an
enormous role in the behaviour differences
between the genders. Biological differ-
ences in the brain account for behaviour —
not just social conditioning.

There is concrete and mounting evi-
denge that physical brain differences, and
how the minds work in response to stimuli,
don’t just account for the behaviour varia-
tions between men and women but also
betweeen heterosexuals and homosexuals.

Here's just a few example of the brain

structure differences unesvered so far, The

brain hypothalami in transsexuals is far
closer in size to that of a woman than a
man. And women's are smaller than men’s.
In one area of the temporal lobe of the
brain, the pan of the brain used for lan-
zuage skills, women's brains typically con-
tain about 11 per cent more brain cells than
men. And as men grow older, the corpus
callosum shrinks while there is no loss in
size of this region of the grey-matter in
women. In homosexeals (male or female),
the corpus callosum is about 13 per cent
larger than in heterosexuals (of the same
sex). The hypothalamus, an arca of the
brain directly involved in sexual behavioar
is a different size in gay men than it is in
straights.

There are many other cases of all or part
of the left or right hemisphere of the brain
varrying in size between different groups
of people. But it's more than just a region
or part of the brain being bigger or smaller
that makes people different.

The research shows there's a correlation
between these size differences and groups
of people. For instance, dyslexic children
have fewer differences between their two
brain hemispheres. And what differences
do exist are more pronounced in boys than
mirls.

As Ms. Witelson told Maclean's recent-

1v. conventional wisdom was always that

"except for anatomical differences in men's
and women's bodies, everything clse is
supposed to be the same, except where
things have been distorted by social
forces.” However, with new brain struturce

differences being constantly diszfﬁad.
“it may be better to recognize this and deal
with it, mum than pretending that we are
all the same.”

Sow]latduesnmntcmetranqgen
dered that there is proof now that men's
and women's brains "are actually dﬂtem
in some of the ways they are put together,
anatomically and chemically”? -

It strongly suggests that in time med-
scientists will find that there are profound
structural differences between the braifis of
CDs and other transgenderists and pther
men. Likely, they'll determine that some
parts of a CD's brain more closely resem-
bles a female brain.

However, biology probably |sn"|, the
only reason for behaviour diffcrtmces, it's
just one of the reasons. Ms. Witelson gt;llus
that "upbringing and other environmental
facts do play a remendously important
role” in shaping a mind and the beha¥iour
it controls, including sex and gender %:ien—
tity. 4

THE DUAL ALLIANCE

lmﬁmilgmw .
Her father mu.nct,hmngmmmm and a

Author: Stephanie Castle
$19.95 PERCEPTIONS PRESS,
Vancouver, B.C., 1995.
Reviewed by: Roxy Wildside.

This is an help/hope book for the trans-
sexual. On the surface, the story line
seems simple, uncomplicated and, some-
times, naive if not totally unrealistic. But,
I suggest, do not be fooled by thiz "fairy
tale" approach. Beneath the surface there
is a wamning in this book. If you are trans-
sexual or think that you are, beware.
Transsexualism can be a socially destruc-
tive condition. Throughout this work of
fiction, as with non-fiction hooks on the
|subject, the transgendered condition is
consistently treated in a constructive and
intelligent manner with understanding and
compassion. Yet, from time to time, the
reader must leave aside the medical and
|academic treatment of the subject of gen-
der dysphoria and face the prejudices of
the "real” world.

As with all fiction, the underlying
truth powers the narrative. The author,
Stephanie Castle, is a post-operative trans-
gexual, who takes the reader into the per-
sonal lives of two transsexuals from total-
ly divergent social and religious back-
grounds, The warning for the transsexual
reader lies in what I term to be the "what
if” factors. Stephanie's protagonists are
facimg work, family and individual set-
tings in a cultural climate that eventually
pans out to be totally enlightened and
ideal. But, "what if" the reader is trans-
sexual and has none of the physical and
mental attributes that bless the "perfect”
duc? "What if" there be no family or
work place support? Herein lies what [
believe to be Stephanie’'s wisdom. She
shows that expent counsel can and should
be sought from medical, psychiatric and
legal professions as well as from peers.
Do nothing rash. Be patient. Focus on the
bottom line of future health and happi-
ness.

Brace yourself if you are religious, a
transvestite and/or gay. The two protago-
nists generate credibility and empathy for
their gender dysphoria by continually
reassuring their families and co-workers
that they pose no economic or moral threat
because they are not transvestitites and
most certainly not gay. Remember that
there is an heterosexual , "straight™ uni-
verse of people (possibly some 90 per cent
of humanity) that needs to be educated
and scnsitized to the reality that there are
people whose gender does not match their
sex and people whose sex is biologically
wrong.

In conclusion, despite some personal
difficulty with the unrealistic case afford-
ed the protagonisis in their pursuit of good|
health and happiness, [ did indeed find the
support material in this book to be most
informative with respect to the biblical,
moral, medical, psychiatric and legal
assessments of transsexualism. {
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baby son to cope on their own. In these pitiless mountains.
choked w rock and brush, it was unthinkable to un g house-
' 1 in charge. Sema volunteered for the job.

ture. mmmw of her baggy gray trousers.
mammsmmmhwamm it
The men in the village accepi Selman
lequals. m&ummmmwmum to
ccome a man flows from a centuries-old, noble tradition.
In a 1909 mmmm travel writer Edith
Durham deseribes the tradition of “Albanian virgine” - women
; mh:agulhmwmmwﬁu a void left by a dearth of
imiales. The folklore of nerthern Albania and bordcrlng
|Monicnegre is rich with heroic accounts of these avewed virgins
who sometimes became fierce warriors or village chieftains.
Until recently, when Albania reopened to outsiders after a half-
century of Stalinist communism, it was widely believed the tra-
dition had died out.
bom here in 1940, the youngest of four daugh-
ters. Older girls were married or engaged and the brother a baby,
when their dad died. She gradually assumed responsibility for
tending fields and for making the arduous, three-hour trip by
mule to sell crops in the nearest city.
Rolling a cigarette, she explained that “Until I was 18 to 20, 1
had proposals of marriage. My brother was old enough to work
and my mother said I should follow the fate of my sisters and get
married. But, once something is docidad. you can’t undo it and I
already thought of myself as man."

As head of the houschold, -lmk responsibility for
selecting a wife for her brother. She wore a suit and tie at his
wedding, assuming the role of father of the groom.

“I*ve had to work very hard to earn bread for the family and to
be honest and correct in my relations with others,” she said. “But
no, I never regret the decision. I've not had a bad life as a man.”

She happily acknowledges her life is far easier these days. Her
brother, Elez, has four sons - two abroad who send money to the

family and two who work the ficlds. So much of her time is spent
smoking and drinking “raki” brandy with the men of the village.
E]nz_wifc, Hasije, does all the housework and looks
at the woman she refers to as her brother-in-law with just a hint
of envy, “There is no doubt that the woman’s life is tougher. I
have to do everything - the laundry, the cleaning-up, the cooking|
for six men,” said Hasijie, !
Selman is the first and only avowed virgin in her|
hgmluu village. The tradition is more common among Albanian

'mettafmj. 60, tells how his mother, Sugare, ransformed
lﬂuelfn'muman after his father was killed in a fire in 1941, She
wismdm;ht months pregnant with her fourth child. Having

no brothers or grown sons to run the family, she assumed the role
ufnmln.

“She had to work as a man. She wore man’s clothes to show
that she was not available for marriage. The other men addressed
u;mm she was cqual to everybody - and we kids called
father,” said Xhaferaj, whe still lives with her in 2 remote vil-
I lji I Shenite (Sacred Water).

Suguc, now 78, resumed wearing women's clothing only four|

yeirs ago, her son said. {
|~ .

R
Lo Y
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Mary Roach
[Excerpted from Vogne Maganue |

Imagine a spa d d to per 1} d body
hair. Vogue Magazine's Mary Roach checksinmSpuThnamdlusn
laser do her legwork.

Nikolai [l 2 man with a funny little secret. He has one hair-
less leg. It's his right one, from just above his loafer to his knee. He
achizved this himself, to test the hair removal laser he has developed for
a company called ThermoLase. is one of the world’s many
lager experts who have turned their estimable talents from national
defense to important peacetime pursuits, such as tidy bikini lines and
smooth, comely underarms,

If all goes well, my own calves will Iook just like| only
fatter and without the natty dress socks. Following a mesting at
ThermoLase in La Jolla, California, [ will be whisked across town to Spa
Thira, the firm’s newly opened hair-removal spa. Like wiry chin hairs,
Spa Thira will be popping up across the land, beginning later this year in
Dallas and Beverly Hills.

says Iwo treatments with the laser rendered his calf bald,
and that it has remained so for the past three years. I may or may not be
as lucky as he has been. It sometimes takes four or five treatments. As
with elecirolysis, the hairs that ere lying dormant in the telogen, or “rest-
ing,” stage escape the blitzkrieg to grow in as they normally would, sev-
eral weeks or months later. “That’s why we moved in the direction of
muliiple reatments,” xis ThermoLase CEQ John Hansen, who is sitting

in on my meeting with

The Spa Thira program works like this: In exchange for anywhere
from §1,400 10 $3,000, depending on the size of the body part and the
stubbornness of the hairs (chin hairs are especially tenacious). Spa Thira
will continue zapping any hairs that regrow for a period of one year.
Thermolase operations manager Mark Wurth (one of the few
ThermoLase employees with all their original body hair) envisions a
minimum of four treatments. The hope is that a year's worth of lasering
will suffice 1o permanently disable ull the follicles, If it doesn’t-if you
should have, as they say, a resurgence-the hairs can be treated during
$250-t0-3400-a-pop “maintenance” visits once or twice a year.

I have asked o explain the technique. What exactly is this

do tome, and how?
gins. “The idea is simple.” (Accent is Russian.) “You
have white car and black car. Put under the sun. Which onc will be hot?
Black One.”™

Of course, now [ see. They’re going to upholster my calves in black
vinyl and leave me in a parking lot while they run some errands.

“We have some ial black lotion which we are rubbing into the fol-
licles,” i’::nunms “Black lotion absorbs laser enemgy.
Encrgy goes straight 10 black; doesn't interact with skin, blood vessels,
melanin-only follicles. So. Inside follicle, we create a small explosion.”

Hansen puts a hand on . "Nick...."

“Like atomic bomb-phoof!™

“Whoa, Nick, let’s not use words like explosion.” He tums to me.
“We like to say vaporize.”

ctches an explod... -cr, vaporizing-cell. “What we have
afterward is cell damage: temperature damage and mechanical damage-
coagulated proteins and mechanical eruptions.” Hansen winces guietly,

Despite the harsh vocabulary, FDA safety trials showed no damage to
surrounding skin. The sweat glands still functipned, and there is no scar-
ring or lasting side effects. In fact,| laims the skin looks bet-
ter afterward-smocther, softer, and with smaller porcs. So much better
that studies are under way to document the laser’s “skin rejuvenation™
effects.

_pulls up his pant leg. “You want to fecl?™

“That's OK.*

Spa Thira is gorgeous. If you’re going to have pro-
tein coagulated, you couldn’t pick a nicer place to do
it, Blond wood, saft lighting, lilics, and Perricr in the
changing rooms. The Spa Thira experience begins
with & consultation. My consultant is Celeste
Amlicke, a flawless beauty with a glossy braid of think
black hair, the sort of hair my own ignoramus genes
opted to place on my calves and chin.

Celeste begins her spicl, telling me that the spa was
named after the island Thira, in Greece, whose women
were known for having perfect skin, and presently
introduces me to Lilia, whose name tag identifics her
as an aesthetician. “Lilia will be waxing your legs
today,” Celeste says brightly. I take her aside and care-
fully explain that, no, in point of fact, I'm here for the
laser hair removal.

Celeste smiles patiently. For optimum effective-
ness, she cxplains, my follicles must be empty vesscls,
wide open to receive the black lotion. So yes, in point
of fact, my legs will be waxed. Thereis a certain nsg-
ging irony ut work here.

Now here’s the lowdown on laser hair removal: At
its worst—in sensitive spots like the knees and
ankles—it fecls like somconc snapping tiny rubber
bands at your skin (2 sensation the Spa Thira brochure
describes a3 “a rather exciting tingle™). At its best-
which for me was about 80 porcent of the time-you
feel nothing beyond a mild warmth,

The laser's giant advantage over electrolysis is that
it's infinitely fester. The thousand or so hairs on an
upper lip or armpit can be lasered in a matter of min-
utes. Doing it hair by hair via electrolysis takes
months of weekly wvisits. Having your legs clec-
trolyzed is simply beyond the boundaries of cosmetic
sanity.

We're a quarter of the way through now, It's an
interesting little scene. I'm dressed in a plush white
Spa Thira robe and a pair of laserproof industrial safe-
ty goggles. My legs arc coated with slippery black
gunk. 1 look like a roughneck with a werrycloth fetish.

The laser wark itself is done by a registered nurse
rather than an aesthetician. The beam shoots out of o
handheld tube and takes the form of a dime-size white
spotlight on my skin. The spotlight eats a swath
through the black, vaporizing the surface lotion the
way Pac-Man gobbles whatever it is he gobbles.
Underneath, inside my follicles, little white dots flash
and fade, like the Gulf War Scuds as seen on CNN).

The entire process takes three hours. The nurse
leaves, Lilia returns to clean and massage my legs, and
that is that.

As for the results, I can’t really say. 1've had only
one treatment, and it was just three weeks ago; waxing
alone is supposed to keep the hair at bay for a month.
So far so good.

My advice? Adopt a wait-and-see artitude. Wait for
the price to come down; see if the treatment does
indeed turn out 10 be permanent. My guess is that both
will happen, and the Spa Thira will become as much a
household name as Nair. {

Hot Buzz Continued......

from the sexy (as sbove) to the utilitarian
Mary Jane.

Some genpetic women are just learn-
ing about a special kind of cosmetic
surgery that many post-op transsexuals
have known about for years - the labia
lift. Yes, ladies, you too can have more
sensitive labia with a simple operation.
One woman reporied she became so sen-
sitive that every time she bumped against
he washing machine while it was run-
ning, she just stayed there. Must take a

long time to do the wash in her
use, And, just so you guys don't feel
left out, there is a procedure that can
lengthen and thicken the penis. Who says
size doesn't matter?

The color of the season for Fall is
brown and anything close to it. I always
like chocolate and camel tan for the Fall.
And, most browns are neutral enough
they can be worn by anyone.

The metallic look is hot again (noth-
ing in fashion is ever really new). If you

Sheer lipstick... Nails-Orly Bronze
Metallic. If you have Medium skin try:
Eyes-Guerlain Liquid Gold liner... Lips-
Benefit SSHI  lipstick... Nails-
Maybelline 24K polish. For Olive skin

shadow... Lips-M For Dark skin try:
Eyes-Stila Kitten shadows.., Lips-Valerie
Kissing Kit.. Nails- Creative Nail
Design Burgundy Foil.

The really HOT BUZZ for Fall is
the pant suit. Remember in the '70s when
women were being excluded from
restaurants for wearing pants? [ guess I'm
old fashioned, 1 like skirts and dresses,
but pant suits are hotter than ever. If you
must be up-to-date, then it better be pants
for Fall. The most flattering look is long,
lean trousers ander a tunic length jacket,
You'll look tall and slender. The right
shoe to wear with pants this Fall has a
sturdy stacked heel and the pant cuff
should fall just to the back of the heel.

With all the slinky new apparel
made from microfiber, you have to be
careful what vou wear under it
Microfiber tops and dresses are very
unforgiving and show every line of
undergarments. That's why companies
like Victoria's Secret and Wamer have
introduced seamless underwired bras and
teamless panties, and now seamless

try: Eyes-Maybelline Gilded Bronze

have Fair skin try: Eyes-any gold eye
shadow... Lips-Chanel Hydra Seleil. by

pantyhose. Glamour staffers tested CK
(§10.50), DENY ($11) and Wolford
(350) [thats not a typo] brands of seam-
less pantyhose and universally loved
them. Believe it or not, the Wolford
brand lasted longest and were, therefi
the least expensive on a per wegy
basis ($2.50/wearing).

First, there was the Wonder!
lift your bust.
Wonderbody shaper to I
brought to you by thosi
Sara Lee Intimates. We
sense, They used to
they lift thems,

own happmcss
of thiz public
CyberQuets

Creative De.ﬂﬁ

(Segments of Hot' B
mission of JuAnn Ro g
1996, all fights res
tion without written pcnn
author. You can read the completecu
rent Hot Buzz in Renaissance Ne
Views or on the net at Trmﬁ%hjg
Forum (http:ﬂ'www.[gforum,comfcén-
tentl html)

1
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One of the most painful

aspects for some women who are
involved with a gender-gified man is the
scxuil side of the relationship, and how,
if at all, the crossdressing fits into it. 1
think this is such a1 personal thing that
there cannot be & gencralized right or
wrong; rather, each couple mus! individu-
ally confront it and deal with it.

Onc of my dear friends, Janie, is an
extraordinarily open-minded woman. Her
capacity for loving is amazing, and it sur-
rounds the lucky recipicnt. Janic marricd
her crossdressing husband last
January, and, as she had been
married previously to a
crossdresser and wid-
owed, | would
have to say
she  has
had
some
experi-
ence  in
dealing
with the sexu-
al issues in such
4 marriage.

Janie presented a
Bedrooms Issues pro-
gram at the Spouses
Partners Intemational

Conference for Education (SPICE) last
July. During it she shared her own person-
al experiences and thoughts. One of the
most thought provoking comments she
made was that the most powerful, electri-
fying sexual experience of her life was
when she willingly allowed her husband to
act out his number one crossdressing fan-
tasy.

It turned out to be just as fantastic for
her as it was for him

As I said, Janic is an extraordinary
woman, and her openness aboul her hus-
band’s secxual needs is extraordinary.
However, because it is right for Janic does
not pecessarily mean it is right for me, or
for you. We all want to have electrifving,
fantastic sexual experiences, but not all of
us can dcal with the idea of a man in
women’s clothing in bed with us.

One of the things you will read and hear
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over and over again is that often a woman
fears that she may have lesbian tendencies
if she goes to bed with her partner when he
is dressed as a woman, or even worse, that
she could be turned on by this man in that
state. Every article and book |

have read emphatically
states that this is mot
truc. The majority
of women in
this situa-
tion

are
not

lesbian,
nor do
they  have

those  tenden-
cies, and they
should just get rid
of this fear. If we
confront this fear and
dissolve it, it still brings
us to the fact that many of
us still have partners who want to wear lin-
gerie to bed and make love,

So many of us have been reared to
expect our husbhands to be macho men,
very virile, dominating in bed, bringing us

to mindless orgasms. They must be hairy,
muscular, so very manly. Instead, we find
ourselves in bed with 2 man who has
shaved that wonderful body hair off, who
often would rather be dominated than
dominating, and who is wearing a lacy
nightgown or a sexy little number that we
would much rather be wearing, He'’s prob-
ably wearing a wig and all his makeup,
too! It goes against everything we have
been raised to expect in a man, and I
can’t blame any woman for going
into. major shock, and total sexual
turnoff,
On the other hand, are we,
as women, tuned in to our
own bodies and needs? Do
we understand that our
sexual satisfaction
rests solely with
ourselves? This
means reaching
a level of
maturity
and a
sense
o f

sclf-
esteem. It
means changing
everything our
mothers taught us about
being a woman. I personally
believe that one reason a woman
cannot stand her partner to be cross-
dressed in bed is because she isrelying too
much on his ability to arouse her. By being
in bed crossdressed, he is already making
a statement that it excites him.

If he knows that his female partner
doesn’t like it, it shows a huge lack of sen-
sitivity to her needs, as well as tremendous
gelfichness if he ingists on it. To the female
partner, it is as though he is saying, “You

are not alluring enough o atract me, so I noed to have the turn-
on of wearing lingerie in order to reach satisfaction.” It sounds
very cruel, even abusive. However, again, I think it is going to
depend on the man.

It may be that he finds his partner very alluring, very desirable,
but the dressing adds spice to it all, making it all the more excit-
ing for him. It docs not necessarily mean at all that he docs not
find you, his partner, exciting.

And, if you have areasonably communicative relationship, you
can just ask himabout it. Hopefully, he will answer you honestly.

If your husband or partner is a loving man, sensitive to your
needs, then he will be honest about it. And, if you find that he
dues find you sitractive, thea it should put your fears to rest
Believe him!

If your husband is generally abusive to you, dishonest or
unloving, then you might well believe that be is only being tumed
on by the lingerie, not by you, and that you are only a vessel for
his sexual outlet, It is not making love at all. It is simply a physi-
cal act devoid of any feclings of love or desire or compassion for
his partner. If this is the case, I urge you to seek counseling as
soon as you can—you are being deprived of everything you
deserve as a woman, and you need to find out why you arc allow:
ing it to o on. I think you need to learn to like yourself, see your-
self as the special, wonderful, desirable woman you are inside.

If you can hip with your pariner,
and he tells you he does, indeed, want you, then you both need to
be very honest with each other about what your individual needs
are. Tell him that it doesn't tum you on when he's in bed dressed,
that it makes you fecl undesirable, and as though he is finding
excitement in his dressing and not in you. Talk about what you

inicate in your

Geel!

need, but then be willing to talk about his necds, too.

Try to come 1o some compromise that will be satisfying to both
of you. Be willing to be open about your fantasies, and utilize
your fantasies. In a loving and wam relationship, honcsty extends
right into the bed. You should be able to share those interesting
thoughts that excite you. Offer to live out one of his fantasies in
reiurn for him making your fantasy come truc. Find inveative
wiays to give each other pleasure. Allow the intimacy of the mind
and heart to blend with the intimacy of the body.

I think it is rare to find a woman such as Janic who takes his
excitement and turns it into her excitement, too. However, you
need to know that Janie's husband is equally concemed about her
peeds, and is constantly trying to find ways to give her this hap-
piness. Again, it is a two-way, nol a one-way street, A one-way
street only gets you to where you are going, but you can't use it
to come back. So it is in a relationship—if only enc partncr is
finding satisfaction, then there is no way to get back.

Both partners need to be satisfied, both need to care about the
other, both need to be in tune with the other’s needs. Don't let
yourself be caught on that one-way street. Demand that you
receive the happiness you deserve,

Only you and you alone have the capability of finding true sat
isfaction in you, relationship with your partner. If you don't let
him know how you feel or what you need, he'll never know.

And he needs to know! ‘(

(Reprinted from Tapestry Journal #56)

by Lind [l

I Used to
Wish I
were

a Woman!

But

I didnt
Think
It was

Passible!

And Then [ Joined AEGIS!

The good folks there gave me the help | needed!

To join and receive Chrpsalis our magazine, ARGIS News, vur
newslerrer, & other good stull, send $30 o AEGLS, PO, Box
33724, Decatur, GA 300330724 = Or Call our Help Ling
(701 9390244 FAX (T70) 9301770 aegls@dmindspring oom
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oS0 BIG, o 1 FUN

Congratulates
HMISM, Emperor I, David Hudson &
HUISM, Emprm] Mercedes

Al are wtted 1o Toronto for CORONATION ‘%000
Saturday, Ustobir 12, 1996

fﬂxJEWIM

A DECADE OF DILIGENCE,
NEVOTION AND DETERMINATION
416-928.1523

~ GETAWAY WLLRIND
~ [OR CROSSDREISERS

May 16-19, 199
Sept. 19-22, 19%6
¢ ond enjoy a relaxing weekend
private resor! where your

, enjoyment gnd comfori are

5335 includes: room for 3 nights, 9
Show, Free workshops, tox ond grotulfy. Wh
our own DJ and o Mokeup Artist/Hair Stylist

(om find out why Paradise In The Pocancs s ate oF the bes) evens you could
ottend. Write, coll or smad us for more inf

bottom of this od). Vsit our WorkdWide Wab
look at phatos from th st weekend.

*Double Orcupancy afe. Single Occoponty

Creative Design §

PO Box 61263 ¢ King of Prussia, PA * 19406
610.640.9449 or poco@uds

Fantasia Fair 1996 Rates & Registration

he Rate Schedule is as follows:

2, Minimum package;
. Full Fair; 8 days/7 nights

4 days/3 nights (a dayis 2 pm to 2 pm)

Inn Apt. Inn_ _Apt.
Double* $850 $1035 Double™* $440 $510
Single $1030, $1545 Single  $520 $770

Couple** $1595 $1995 Couple **$820 $970

The price for an additional single day added to the 4 day minimum is one forth of the four day cost.

* Note that the double occupancy rate applies only if the room is occupied by two persons. If you
sign up for a double room, but no cne takes the other half, you may be asked to move or pay the

single rate. ** We have a new Inn in the heart of town with large bright rooms for couples, as well

as two apartment Inns.
FAN FAIR ’96 REGISTRATION

Complete and return wit osit or total e low.

Name for use at the Fair:
Attending Spouse (or S.0.) Name:

Mailing Name:

Mailing Address - Street: City:
State /Prov: Zip: Country:
Home Phone: area code: _ _ - _ _-_ _ _ _ Ask for: Best time:
Single Couple Double (share) With Whom?
Accommodations: Inn/Apt(name) Rm #
Anticipated arrival date/time : 10/ /96 Departure Date: 10/ /96
Total Fee: S ==
Deposits & Credits: - ($250.00 min.)
Balance Due: make payable to: Fantasia Fair

Balance due must be paid by September 5, 1996
Method of payment: Check U; Money order O; VISA** Q; M/C* 0: Donation**$
** A donation (of about 5%) will help defray the additional cost for using a Credit Card.
Credit Card Number: Exp. Date:

Name Card:

MAIL TO: Fan Fair '96 Joanne White, Registrar
PO Box 147, Haverford, PA 19041-0147
Phonc 610-446-6042 - Fax 610-688-1762 - email: fanfair@lng.com

Please make a copy of this form for your records.






