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NEW EAST BAY LOCATION FOR GGG/G 
~e havP heRn mePting at ThP Get

a-Way for over a year now and the 
noise lQvel has finally Q□ tt~n to 
even the hardiest of us, StartinQ 
in March, you old diE-hards will 
be able to put nway your earplugs 
and attend meetings in the quiPt 
surroundings of the Oakland Metro
politan Community Church at 4986 
Fairfax Street, Oakland, 

Reverand Claudia Vierra (sounds 
like Sierra) heard of our plight 
and hP.r congregation graciously 
offP.red a meeting room for our usP 
on the fourth Wednesday of P.ach 
month (so what's one day's differ
ence?). Teri, Kathy and GP.orgia 
met with the Goard of thP Oakland 
mcc, explained the purposes of 
GGG/G and toured their facility. 
Th2 room in which we will m~et is 
well-suited for our purposP.s--like 
the largP. room,wR havP. in the San 
Jo SP. fnCC. 

How to get there? Take I-17 to 
the High Street off-ramp, and go 
east on High Street until you gPt 
to Fairfax. Turn right on F3irfax 
and go about thrr.e blocks. The 
building will b~ on your ·l8ft on 
the corner. 

Also, to accommodate the growing 
numbers attending the meEtings in 
San Francisco, we have arranged to 
meet in a larger room in San Fran
cisco's rl'iCC, However, this 
n~cessitated changing our meeting 
n19ht--so, beginning in April, we 
will be meRting the 2nd Wednesday 
of each month in San Francisco. 
And don't forget: you are welcome 
~o change your clothes and make up 
1n the restroom of MCC if you are 
hesitant to come already dressed! 

GGG/G has been m□ rP. than 
pleasantly surprised at the grac
iousness and dpenn8ss expressed by 
the Boards and congregations of the 
many metropolitan Community Churches 
in thP. area who have offered the use 
of thP.ir facilities. Too often we 
as a minority tend to get locked 
into the opinion that "nobody loves 
us"--but IAIE! find somP.one doP.s! 
mcc asks us to rRmind you that all 
GGG/G members are encoyraged to 
attnnd mcc functions and services 
in whatever clothing they wish to 
wear. 



HEARTY PARTY! 
Golden Gate Girls/Guys' Valentines 

Dinner February 16 at The Cruiser 
Lounge in Redwood City was a smash 
and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

most.arrived in either long skirts 
o: ~ven1ng pants; Laura in a lovely 
m1n1-pleated red dress; Gayle in a 
beautiful light orange floor-length 
dress; Teri, naturally, in her fur 
jacket. The three GG's were also 
tastefully attired: Marilyn in a 
long black skirt with a white lace 
blouse purchased on one of her trips 
to fflexico; Chindy in a black skirt 
with a lovely white top; and Noreen 
and Virginia in all black, This 
reporter was so dazzled by the others· 
that I failed to note what they wore! 

We were seatP.d at a long table 
covered by a lovely cloth. The ser
~ice was excellent, the food prepared 
1n such large portions that few 
could clean their plates, as aood 
little girls should. Even the 
vegetarian dishes servP.d Giorgia 
and marilyn were excellent. 

~e highry recommend The Cruiser to 
anyone looking for a good place to 
eat in a relaxing atmosphere, John, 
the maitre'd, kept glasses filled and 
~ourses coming. The serving staff 
1s well-disciplined (not like we see 
on Gr and Ho tel ) . 

We are planning another outing in 
may in the East Bay, so watch next 
month's Gateway for details. Also, 
see next month's issue for a selection 
of the many pictures taken at our 
Valentines Dinner at The CruisP.r! 

The Gateway 

Published by 
The Gol~en Gate Girls/Guys 
495 Ellis St, Suite 2507 
San Francisco CA 94102 

A Social/Educational 
D rg an i za t ion 
for male-to-Female 
and Female-to-Male 
Crossdressers and 
Cr□ s s Q ender i st s 

In re~rinting any portion 
of this publication, please 
note The Gateway and the 
above address as the source, 

Back I s s u e 

0 ff e r 

In the past some members have 
expressed interest in obtaining back 
issues of The Gateway, and so we arP. 
offering them on a "first comei 
first serve" basis while they last, 

Since back issues are not the 
normal monthly distribution, we 
will ask a 75~ per issue cost to 
cover postage and packaging. 

Simply fill out the coupon below 
(or write the information on another 
piece of paper) and send it to us 
with the correct amount of money, 
makP. your check or money order 
payable to The GoldP.n Gate Girls/ 
Guys. Send to GGG/G, PO Box 4643, 
mountain Jiew CA 94040, money will 
be refunded for c□piP.s no longer 
available when order is rec~ived. 

I
- - - - - -
~lease send me the following back 
issues of The Gat:'?.way, I have 
enclosed 75¢ for each copy or 
issue ordered, 

( ) Aug 1979 ( ) Sept 1979 

( ) Oct 1979 ( ) Nov 1979 

( ) Dec 1979 ( 1 
) Jan 1980 

( ) Feb 1980 

NAf:lE 

.1\:)D;:::E '33 

Date ordered 

PERMANENl' HAIR REMOVAL 

Donna R. McDonald' 
REGISTERED ELECTROLOGIST 

1513 1/z PARK STREET 
ALA.MEDA, CA 9-4501 

75g.9944 
:522-2993 



IV world congress of sexology 
16th-21st december 1979 Mexico 
=========================-----
T Jutno.& e.xua..Uty a.nd H-Y Ant.lg e.n 

Wol6 Eic.heJt, MaJr),jan Spo.lja1t., HaJt;tw.lg Cleve, 
KU!vt Ric.h:tvt, Jan-1Ude/l. Mu.Jtken, 
Sa.b-lne S.teng el- RU-tko~ U 

li-V a.n;Ugen ,it, a. c.ell .6Wt6a.c.e compone.n:t 
ph..e..&e.rr.t in a.U ma.le. fu.&u..e..&. We 6owtd U 
a.h,o -ln .the. human male. .&e/Wm. The. H-Y a.riu.ge.n 
,it, the. e.x.plte..&.&ion 06 a gJtou..p 06 ma,le. 
de.te.Jr.mlnbig ge.nu uiluc.h ,it, .&ugge..&.ted .to be 
located on the Y-c.hJtomo.&ome.. The, H-Y a.n,Ugen 
wa.6 demoru.bta.te.d by ·a cy:to:touc.Uy .tu:t wlth • 
:the. u.6e of, e.p . .l<Udymal. mou.6e. .Spe.h..m.6 M ta.Jr.get 
c.e,£.,£..6 a.c.coJt.cU.ng .to .the. me..thod of, Goldbeltg e..t 
a.l. { 19 71 ) .in :the modJ..6.ic.a:ti..on by Wach.tel. e..t 
a.l. ( 197 4). Noh..mal. me.n aJte. H-Y an:t.ige.n 
pohilive., noJUna.f. women aJte. H-Y a.nti.ge.n ne.ga.
Uve.. 
Ele.ve.n 46 XY ma,n-:to-£emai.e. .tlta.n6.&e.xu.a.l6 and 
11 46 XX f,e.ma.le.-to-mai..e. .tM.no.&e.xua..lh We/Le 
examined: 8 0£ the. ma.n-to-f,e.mai..e. .tM.n..&.&exua..lh 
We/Le. H-Y a.ntlge.n ne.gruve., one. inteJLme.cli..a.:te. 
(we.a.~ po,silivel a.nd 2 H-Y anilge.n po.&ilive. 
9 of, the. f,e.mai..e.-to-mai..e. we/Le H-Y anti.gen 
po,silive., one. lnteJUne.cUa..te. (we.o.k po.&ilive) 
and one. H-Y ne.gati.ve.. One. 06 the. 2 H-Y 
an.Uge.n po,silive. man-to-!ie.mai.e. had a. tJtan6-
vu:tUe. pao:t, the. o:theJL ha.,s c.hange.d hl6 
1-de.n.Uty by :the. pllyc.ho.&ouai.. c.Uz.CWM-tanc.u. 
Thvc.e. a11.e. a,,t le.M:t :two g1r..oup.& 06 tlr.a.M.&e.xu.ai..6: 
g e.n.uine. tlc.a.n6.6 e.xu.ai.6 W-<..th H-Y ant.lg e.n 
1e.e.ac.Uo n d1A c.01tda.nt to :the. pJr..1-maJty phe.no:type. 
and ,se.c.onda.Jty [.&ymp:tomruc.J .tlr.a.n6.&e.xu.a.h 
wlth H-Y a.mge.n a.cc.01r..d,<,ng :to :the pJu.ma.Jr..y 
phe.no:type.. 
We. .t.lunk. .tha.:t H-Y a,n;Ug en ,it, a.n ,U71poJt:ta.n.:t 
ei.e.me.nt a 6 g e.ndeJL .ufe.n:tl:t.y. H-Y a.n:U.g e.n 
c.oul.d be :the .&u.gge.oted "biologA.c.a..e. 001tc.e. 
(S.toU.e.Jt 1964)." 
An in.tvc.pne:tation {io)[. .the. .t.a.ck. on H-Y an,Ugen 
ln 46 XY negative ma..te-to-{ie.mal.e. .vutru.llexu.aa 
a.nd the. pll.e..& enc.e o fi H-Y a.r,;tlg e.n ,ln 4 6 XX 
6ema.le.-.to-male .tlt.a.n.6.oexu.a..t.1 would be. a. 
bta.noloc.a,tlon OIL in:teJtc.ha.nge. on the gene. 
6Mm Y :to X clvc.omo.oome duJung .6pe1tma..toge.nu,it, 
1-n .the 6a.theJt. 
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FEEDBACK 

Oc?ar GGG/G: 
I want to tell you that I respect 

and enjoy The Gateway very much ... 
it is more than well done. 

I am enclosing a copy of an 
article, Transsexuality and H-Y 
Antigen. I find this article a 
possibl8 break-through in technology 
and application to understanding, 
or the possible understanding of TS. 
This may be thP- objective test which 
could be used to determine if one 
is TS or not •.. and at least indicate 
to society that the discomforts the 
transsexual expresses and the ambi
guitiQs that are present are not 
solely in our heads! When I find 
out more about this research 
project and its validity, I will 
certainly contact GGG/G. 

Sincerely, Steve Dain 

~ 



OPINION 

Tw 1te.gulalt c.olumn ,,i.f, avculable. 601t o.1.1. 
Jte.ade/l,6 :to .6 e.nd U.6 .thw I Opin-lo n 1 0 n 
ma:t:te/l,6 06 c.onc.e.Jtn· OIL in:te.Jte..&.t .to 
cJw M d1te..& .6 eJl,6 • L e;t ' .6 he.alt 6Jtom you.! 

Every time I see a cartoon of an 
ostrich hiding by burying its head 
in the sand I think of the Harry 
Benjamin International Gender 
Dysphoria Association. 

For those of you unfamiliar with 
this prestigiously-named Association, 
it was formed as an off-shoot of the 
Sixth International Gender Dysphoria 
Symposium held in Coronado in .Febru
ary 1979, so was just on~ yP.ar old 
last month. During this time a set 
of bylaws and a constitution was 
written and distribut8d to the 
membe; ship. The "Standards of ~are," 
which the Association hopes to impose 
on the mP.mber providers, was promul
gated PRIOR to the Association's 
membership drive. Many of the 
Standards are unrealistic and seem 
to us consumers unnecessarily harsh, 
Recently there_ was a vote by thP 
membP.rship to modify some of the 
Standards, but it is doubtful that 
even the modified Standards will gain 
full and complete acceptance by the 
membership, be they providers or 
consumers, OnP. of the purposes of 
the Association is, according to 
Art i c 1 f:' II of the E y 1 aw s, to 
"encourage the dissemination of . 
knowledgP. regarding gender dysphor~a 

11 

to the professions and to the public, 
SincP there is no "housP organ" 

for the Association, the membership 
not on first-nam~ terms with the 
Officers apparently are to be kept 
in thP. dark concerning the "goings
on" in the u~p2r re·achP.s of thP 
Association. One would think that, 
in an organization of thi~ ~i~R_and 
with its inherP.nt respons1b1l1t1es, 
information would be provid~d thP 
membership on some cyclic basis, 

Je wonder if thP organization was 
not established solely as a propa
aanda effort on the part of the 
found~rs--to dPf~nd the provider 

community fr~m the slings and arrows 
of the consumer community. Certainly 
the Association has done nothing to 
commP.nt on the recent rash of adverse 
publicity concerning "The Operation." 

First wr. saw the publication of 
the Meyer Study and its trumpeting 
in thr.i big-city press, What was· 
the response from the Association? 
None that we saw or heard, 

In May 1979 we had the Raymond 
book The Transsexual Empire, which 
not only left a bloody carcass of 
the transsexual consumer community, 
but treated thP provider community 
lP.ss P.vPn-handP.dly. If anyonP. came 
off as "the devil" in this book, it 
was thP. provider community. While 
therP. were a few tersP. comments 
heard at the Symposium, certainly 
nothin~ has appeared from the 
Association, 

In Decembpr "The Sex-Changp 
Conspiracy" by Richard Restak 
appeared in Psychology Today. 
PT has a very large public circula
tion and is available in supermarkets, 
drug stores, etc. This article 
classifi.ci transsexualism as a 
billion dollar growth industry. 
To say· the article is a lump of 
negative propaganda is a gross 
understatem£nt. One can agree the 
growth industry comparison is valid 
sine~ the dollars laid out by the 
transsexual are relatively the same 
as the cost of a moderate house. 

In February 1980 we saw another 
article entitled "The Sex-Change 
Conspiracy" by Emily Prager in 
~P.nthoUS?• ~hile som~ feminists 
may havP. split. their sides 1 auqhing 
at this article, many of the pre
ops I saw were filled with anger, 
frustration, fear, or a combination 
of the thrP.e, 

~hat the pr~-op sees in all th~se 
publications is a furthP.r inching 
of thP doors of the operating suitP.s 
touJard fully closP.d, Is "ThP 
Surgery" goinq into the closr=>t-
whP.re so many of th2 consumers are? 
Is Th~ Surgery going to go into the 
soedy back rooms whore abortions 
w~rp so few years ago? 

~ithout the speaking out of the 
providP.r community in both public 
and the print mc.dia, the answer to 



the above questions is obviously a 
resounding "YES." Every day we can 
see the enormous progress made by 
the gay community being set back a 
few steps at a time, If a movement 
which has gained momentum and at 
least tolerance in some quarters 
can bR set back, cert~inly trans
sexualism and its attendant medical 
needs can not only be set back, but 
stopped dead in its tracks. 

The degree of intelligence and 
thrust of logic in articles or 
letters appearing in such publica
tions as Transition, The Outreach 
Newsletter and The Gateway will do 
little to sway the fair-minded 
members of the public to see the 
logic of our arguments and the need 
of the consumers because they are, 
after all, r8ad for the most part 
by the consumer community and in 
part by the provider community, 
We do not have the mass public 
circulation of a Penthouse or Psycho
logy Today, Even banding together 
to shoot at a specific target does 
not increase our strP.ngth. What IS 
needed is for the HBIGDA to get its 
head out of the sand and for its· 
president to start dBvoting timo to 
the organization and get "pro" 
statements and facts--abovg all FACTS 
--out into the hands of thP. general 
public. 

HBIG□A, get your head out of the 
sand; the jackels will not disappear 
simply because you can't see them 
from your head down, ass up position: 

) . 

"Mom, 'M>tlld you think me effeminate if I told you 
I want to grow up to be an executive like you?" 

408 249-2205 

MILDRED L. BROWN, PH.D. 
SEX THERAPY. COUNSELING & EDUCATION 

GENDER IDENTITY 

1537 FRANKLIN AVE. 

SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94109 

1855 KIRKMONT CA, 

SAN JOSE. CA 95124 

FEEDBACK 

Dear GGG/G: 
I am a post-operative male-to

female and agree 100% with your 
stand an the Meyer Study. Very few 
of us are willing to be identified 
post-?peratively and want nbthing 
more than to blend in with the rest 
of the world. mast do not want ta 
be branded as "freaks" or weird for 
having changed our bodies to match 
~ur_psyches. When one feels trapped 
1ns1de the wrong body, one is in 
constant turmoil. 

I, and many of my post-op friends, 
realize that some ~allow-up study 
would be very helpful to the medical 
people, but we don't wish to parti
cipate simply because our identities 
would become known to them and we 
feel we would be risking exposure 
unnecessarily. None of us want the 
spotlight shining on us. 

I have been engaged to a wonder
ful man for six months and we plan 
to marry soon, and I certainly 
wouldn't want anything to upset our 
plans, He knows about me, but 
obviously that.has not as yet made 
one iota of difference to him, 
I wouldn't want to lose a fine man 
like that because of someone's 
"quest for information," 

I am sure you understand why I 
have not used a return address on 
this. I will continue to read 
'The Gateway' and one of these days 
I'll send an anonymous donation to 
cover some of your costs, P1ease 
keep up the quality of 'The Gateway' 
and don't let it become like some of 
the other publications, oriented 
"toward the social connecting of 
TVs or TSs." 

An Admirer 
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The Transsexual Empire: The Making of the 
She-Male, by Janice G. Raymond. Boston: 
Beacon Press, 1979. $12.95. 

Reviewed by Lou Sullivan 

. 
• • • • . 
• • . 
• • • • . 
• . 

I had heard that this book was a real 
bad dog. It is. 

Yes, folks, it's the old ''.radical feminist 
versus. the drag queen" beef--hardly new to 
anyone on either si<le. (It was rumored 
during Gay Pride Week in New York 1973 that 
"if any drag queens appear on the rally 
stage, the lesbian feminists will trash the 
place, as they feel drag's insulting to 
women.") Because the issues are confusing 
and directly affect only a few, the battle 
has been largely a vocal one. It's amazing 
that anyone could get jazzed up enough to 
write a whole damn book on the subject-
leading me to believe that Janice Raymond 
had motives other than a burnini commitment 
to the issue, like a quickie way to get on 
the Merv Griffin Show. 

In a nutshell (literally), Raymond's 
basic premise is that "a patriarchal society 
is the First Cause of transsexualism." (It's 
the men's fault, again.) The next premise 
js that ntranssexualism constitutes 
'a sociopolitical program' that is under
cutting the movement to eradicate sex-role 
stereotyping and oppression in this culture." 
The entire 220 pages hash and rehash these 
two premises. 

According to Raymond, men have collaborated 
in the medical, psychiatric and legal fields 
to see to it that humanity tows the sex-role 
mark; i.e., if you're fem, you better be 
female; if you're butch, you better be male. 
That's it. And no questions asked. Men 
don't want femmy men or butch women to rock 
the boat, so they invented transsexualism 
to put everyone in their place. Not only 
have straight men forced roles on us, but 
the femmy men are o11,o in on it, plotting 

after their sex-changes to infiltrate the 
women's movement, become "keepers of the 
bed" (like the eunuchs of old), "feed off 
woman's true energy source, i.e., her woman
identified self," and "turn his whole body 
and behavior into a phallus that can rape 
in many ways, all the time." If you were 
born with a penis, you are the bad guy, and 
there isn't a thing you can do to escape 
the blame: "The so-called androgynous man 
assumes for himself the role of femininity 
. .. luring women into believing that they 
are truly one of us, this time not only in 
behavior but one in spirit and conviction." 
That is, if a man is not all-masculine, it's 
because he's pretending he's not! Why have 
men done this? Raymond explains, "Roles have 
been male-created, 11--yeah, you guys, you 
remember when you did that--''and evidence 
points to the fact that men are relatively 
comfortable in their self-created masculine 
roles." This statement (and, for that matter, 
this whole book) is absolutely riciculous and 
-0eXA,,6t. How can Raymond totally ignore the 
en~rmous sexism against men, pressure so great 
that men themselves cannot even define it? 
"Evidence points to the fact" that men are not 
allowed near the role flexibility women enjoy 
--sexist pressure to be "a real man" takes its 
toll as men die earlier than women and are 
more prone to stress-related illness (heart 
attack, ulcers, etc.). 

Janice Raymond's book boils down to a 
blatant anti-male freak-out. Nothing more. 
And she has decided to direct her fire at 
transsexuals, a powerless g:r;oup and therefore 
a safe target. 

Says Raymond, "Transsexual surgery is pro
fessedly. done to promote the individual 
transsexual's right of synchronizing body and 
mind. Yet what socjety 'gains' is a role 
conformist pe1·son who reinforces sex roles." 
Raymond asks transsexuals to abandon the idea 
of sex-changes and instead join the cause of 
abolishing sex-roles, to be "'history-bearing 
individuals' who, instead of conforming to sex 
roles, are in a unique position to turn their 
gender agony into an effective protest against 
the very social structure and roles that 
spawned the dilemma to begin with." In place 
of sex-reassignment surgery, transsexuals 
should be helped 

:to .ln;te/1.pltet. pain an.d de.v-la.nc.e., .:th.Ub 
bll),ng-lng a.bout motc.e. ge.nUA'..ne. c.ha.ngu,. 
Fo.1t ex.ample., c.oun6e.Ung bMe.d.·on an 
e;thlc. on ,ln;te.gtu:ty would tiu.pply :the. 
language. ne.e.de.d to undeM:tand :tll.a.M-
1.i exua..V...6m W,{_;th.£n. :the. t, owJ.. c.o n:te.x..:t 
on ~ex.-twle -0:te11.e.o:typin.R and c.on601r.11ilng 
... 1-0n't ,lt po-0~,i,ble no~ pe/ll.JOYl,6 who 
dv.,,Ute, t, ex- con v e.M,fo n 1.i U1tfJ ell.ff and who 



ha.ve. al-6 o expvue.nc.e.d .6 e.x-Jtole. oppJte.61.>,lan 
a.nd dlMa..t-l6fia.c:Uon wLth th.Ult bodlu 
:to ba.nd ;t.oge;the.Jt Mound :thw own wtlque. 
fioJtm 06 gen.de.It a.gon.y--upe.c.laLllf th.Me. 
who cla)Jn to have a. dee.p commltme.nt :to 
0embtwm? Many wlli. t,a.y tha;t :tfil.6 .l6 
:too much :to Mk 06 bl.an.6.6e.xu.a.f...6. Yet 
.U .l6 no moJte :than women ha.ve. Mk.ed of, 
oWt6 e.tv et,- -:tho.6 e. who ha.v e. -t.a.k.en fi erru.n.l6 m 
,t, e;r.,lou,t,ly and ha.ve. .tlr.,le.d to live 
~n6efte.1te.d by ge.ndeJt in a. ge.nde1t-de.6lne.d 
"o ue.:ty. 

Raymond is living in fantasy-land. To begin 
with, it is a fact that therapy has never 
alleviated cross-gender feelings in the trans
sexual nor have unisex trends eased their , . 
predicament. No matter how successful society 
is in eliminating sex-role stereotypes and 
limitations, women and men cannot relate to men 
the way they relate to women. Women in the 
feminist movement are beginning to realize that 
women Me different than men, having something 
unique to offer, and should not adopt masculine 
behavior patterns, particularly in the business 
world. Feminists 1.>hou£d work toward equal 
opportunity and respect in the pr~fessional 
world and in the home. Yet equality does not 
mean that we are all the same in body and mind! 

Unpopular a.s it may sound 1 roles perform a 
necessary function in life. We need leaders,· 
we need followers, we need business executives, 
we need homemakers, we need bulwarks, we need 
nurturers. The problem came when these roles 

• were ascribed exclusively to either sex. These 
roles need to be open to a.,f,.l persons. But 
changing society will not change our individual 
basic sexuality (heterosexuality, homosexuality, 
bisexuality, asexuality) which defines who and 
what we are, and pervades our daily_existenc~. 
The entire feminist vs. crossgenderist conflict 
revolves around a misconception: stereotypical 
sex-role behavior is confused with the way our 
sexuality governs our relationships with each 
other. Despite the breakdown of rigid sex
roles, women will never relate to men the way 
men relate to men--and men will never relate 
to men the way women relate to women. There 
are reasons other than predefined sex roles 
for our behavior--reasons no one can deny. 
Transsexuals do not have sex-changes so they 
can be secretaries or vice presidents ... they 
have sex-changes so they can relate to men 
and women from the groundwork of their basic 
sexuality. The transsexual will always be 
there, as long as a man's body and a woman's 
body is different, as long as women are 
attracted to women and/or men,·and men are 
attracted to men and/or women. 

Transsexuals have struggled their entire 
lives to relate to others from a non-existent 

level: as a male woman or as a female man. 
Male-to-females wish to relate to women the 
way women relate to women, and female-ta
males wish to relate to men the way men 
relate to men. Transsexuals have no desire 
to engage in role-playing: this is precisely 
WHY they feel the need to change sex. 

The transsexual understands the subtleties 
of role-playing ... they have experienced an 
uncomfortable role throughout their lives. 
Transsexuals also understand the subtleties 
of the similarities between men and women, 
and are living examples that men and women 
are not so different. And the transsexual 
understands the biological differences 
between -men and women: how male and female 
hormones affect one's behavior, and how a 
man '-s body or a woman's body affects the 
person within that body. It is simply not 
true that penis-or-vagina is the only 
difference! 

Transsexuals do not choose to live their 
lives as martyrs to a cause, and should not 
be doomed as such. These "feminine 11 men 
and "masculine" women are tired of the 
ridicule, tired of the ostracism from 
society, tired of trying to get by every 
single day of their lives. But this it not 
what totally motivates the transsexual to 
seek a sex-change, and here is where Ray
mond misses the boat in understanding the 
transsexual phenomenon. 

The transsexual's inability to adjust to 
sex-role expectations is not the entire 
sphere of the transsexual's predicament. 
It is absurd to think one would so happily 
lop off body parts for such a superficial 
reason. Most people experience _some dis
comfort with role expectations, but have no 
questions concerning the men and women they 
are. More intensely, the transsexual 
experiences a distorted body image and a 
condition known as "depersonalization." 
Dealing with one's thought and feelings is 
one thing; dealing with one's physical 
sexuality is quite another. To identify 
strongly with the stereotypical thoughts/ 
feelings of the opposite sex can be a 
dichotomy; but to identify-strongly with 

1 
Q 

Gerry tJ.lunur, ~ 5. 
!-!Jisunl~fyfJt • 
:}{i]y 'P11n,ui112,1tt(y ~"""'d 

11♦9 clu.stxut nrut - ,u.ik •·1' 
»wnlc J"'r{. C'A. •+oa~ 



the physical being of the opposite sex 
can be totally disorienting. 

The male-to-female experiences his 
female body every single day of his life. 
~rough strong engu~fing fantasy, he "feels" 
his breasts and vagina, he "feels" his 
smooth beardless face. The female-to-male 
visualizes her male body every single day 
of her life--"feels" her broad shoulders , 
her low voice, her flat chest. With this 
picture of themselves, they are met in the 
mirror every single day of their lives by 
someone they don't recognize. Women react 
to a naked man in a different way than they 
react to a naked woman--this fact will 
never change--and to say that living in a 
body which is not yours is extremely 
embarrassing and limiting is an under
statement. To illustrate, imagine that 
you, a female, wake up one morning to find 
your body is a man's. Inside you feel you 
are a female, but your outside ways you 
are male! How are you going to get a job? 
How are you going to make friends? How are 
you GOING TO FIND A LOVER?· Your body does 
not say who you are! This is how transsexuals 
feel EVERY SINGLE DAY OF IBEIR LIVES! (This 
situation, admittedly, is nearly impossible 
~or_the non-transsexual to identify with--
it is no wonder the transsexual finds so 
little empathy.) Even Raymond, with her 
profess~dly free attitude, cannot accept a 
person in a man's body who relates to women 
as women relate to women. 

People who wish to change their sex are 
not recent developments. Since the beginning 
of time there are records of men who have 
disguised their bodies in order to live as 
women, and women who have disguised themselves 
so they could live their lives as men. 
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Throughout their lives, no one knew their true 
sex. Think of the isolation, the loneliness, 
the fear these individuals experienced every 
single day of their lives. Think of the 
pleasures of everyday living that others take 
for granted that were completely out of reach 
for these people: the total lack of physical 
intimacy; the bindings and self-made under
garments worn in desperation to alter their 
bodies; the loss of family and friends who 
knew them before and whose love/friendship 
had to be sacrificed to minimize risk of 
discovery; the inaccessibility of medical 
attention (many died of diseases because they 
could not risk revealing their secret to a 
physician). To learn of these people, and 
how their true sex was discovered only after 
their deaths, is to feel a deep sense of 
sadness for them--because it just wasn't fair! 
Transsexual hormone therapy and surgery is 
now righting those wrongs. 

If Raymond's book had simply stopped at 
faulty reasoning, one might be able to forgive 
her. Unfortunately she gets too carried away, 
totally losing any professional attitude. It 
seems that homosexually-oriented male-to
female transsexuals (who become lesbians after 
surgery) are the ones who have really offended 
Raymond. In "Sappho by Surgery" (a chapter 
even Raymond admits she was reluctant to 
publish), she unleashes torrents of criteria 
and definitions. While asking the male-to
female to "transcend cultural definitions of 
both masculinity and femininity, without 
changing their bodies, 11 Raymond has clearly 
relied on these "defini tions 11 in her attacks 
on persons attempting to -live outside sex
roles: 

.. . women who have been c.on6u.6e.d/~edu.c.ed 
by . .. bto.M-6 exuetU..y c.a M tJw.aed LM b,Ul,n-
6 emiru.6 t bou.ndMy vio.e.a..ti..on woul.d have 
tJ.6 beUe.ve. :tha.t a..U. bau.nda.Juu Me 
opplte6.6i..ve.. Yet i..6 6 e.m-i.n-lo:a c.a.nno:t 
ag~ee on .the bou.ndaJuM 06 what c.on
~:U..tu:tu 6 e.ma.le.nu~ , .then wha.t c.an 
we hope :to a.gtte.e an? 

/iheJte Mel subtle but perceptible 
cU6[eJten:"e6 b~e.en, 601t example, .the 
IAXllf 1u b-<.A.M i..nteJta.c.,t wUh o.theJL women 



a.nd ;t,he wa.y btan6-0exuah inteM.ct wUh 
women. One -0peu.Mc. example 06 :thl!i 
,t-6 :the vxiy a :tlta.n6.6exua.l wa.lk.ed into 
a. women' -0 Jte.6:ta.u.M..n:t wUh h1.t. fiic.7 
aJun6 cvwund :t»Jo women, one on ea.c.n 
.6ide, w,£;th :the po.6-0e.6-0ive enc.ompM.6lng 
:tha.:t ,t-6 c.ha.Jtac.:t.e.JU,6,Uc.a.lirJ ma.& c.uline. 

Here we are told that men will be men and 
that women Me different--this from someone 
who asks us to "live unfettered by gender"! 
Is it any wonder, faced by such deep 
prejudices, that "prior to the operation, 
gender identity clinics and professionals 
require that transsexuals ... conform to the 
prescribed gender role the person desiring 
transsexual surgery wants"? Again, Raymond 
cannot comprehend the transsexual's sense 
of body distortion, nor the concept of a 
human being whose mind says lesbian, yet 
whose body says male. 

The issue, once more, is that our basic 
sexuality governs our relationships with 
others. The male-to-female transsexual who 
is attracted to men does not feel the way 
gay men feel. Gay male sexuality revolves 
around the contact of two male bodies. The 
male-to-female transsexual's sexuality (in 
this case) revolves around the contact of 
a man's body and a woman's body--with the 
transsexual participating in the woman's 
body. (Again, it is difficult for one who 
has not experienced this disorientation to 
empathize with it.) Raymond has no concept 
of this feeling either: 

The a.bhoMenc.e of homo.6exu.ai.liq, 
expll.e.6.6ed by many btan6.6exua.f./2, a.nd 
:thw unw,i,U,,lngnu.6 ;t,o be identl6ied 
M .6uc.h, indic.a.:te thw dubte :to 
I J1.0Jtmfilze I :thUJt .6eXUa.1 Jtel.a;U.On6hip.6 
M hete.Jto.6 exua.l by a.c.q~g :the 
a.ppnopJu.a..te gen,l:,t.a,..U.a. 

It is not unusual for someone whose mind 
says "heterosexual" to be unwilling to 
identify as 11homosexual," as it is not 
unusual for a lesbian to "abhor" and be 
unwilling to identify as a heterosexual. 

Wearily, Raymond latches onto the told 
chromosome the~ry: 

Women ;t,a.k.e on :the !>el6-de6-ln.ltlon 06 
6emlni.6.t a.n.d/oJt lub,[a.n bee.a.Me :tha.:t 
de6in,[tion. :tltuly pJtoc.eed.6 6nom ~o:t 
only :the c.hJtomo!>oma.1 6a.ct 06 bung 
boll.n. XX but a.l.6 o 6nom a whole ~.toity 
06 what bung bo1tn wlth :th0.6e c.hll.omo
Mime.6 mea.n6 in :th.1 . ...6 !> oue:t.y. 

Do YOU know YOUR chromosome levels? Does ANY
ONE know their chromosome count? By no means 
do chromosomes determine who we are--there are 

amazing numbers of people with chromos.omes 
contradictory to their sex. Yet anti-trans
sexual expounders LOVE to cite chromosomes, 
as they are the only human ingredient that 
cannot be altered in sex-reassignment surger_ 
Hormones, not chromosomes, are what make us 
male or female. Male HORMONES grow facial 
hair, build muscle mass, lower the voice, 
roughen the skin, increase the sex drive. 
Female HORMONES grow breasts, increase body 
fat, soften the skin, widen the hips, decrea: 
the sex drive. It is a fact that hormones 
define our "femaleness" or "maleness"--not 
chromosomes! 

Raymond continues her anti-male rampage 
and paranoia: 

... one hlJpO.the.6,t-6 .tha.:t ,l-0 bung .tu.ted 
in the :tlta.n6.6 exua.1 '£.a.boll.a.:totlu ' ,t-6 
whe:the.Jt oil. no.t a M p0.6.6ible 601t men 
to cli.miooh .the numbe.Jt 06 women and/alt 
:to c..Jtea.te a. new ' b1teed' o 6 6 ema.la . 

• Again I would emphMize :that ~ ,t-6 
n.o.t a. meJte 6em,lni.6t 6ligh.t 06 6an:ta.6y. 
Suentl-6:t..6 ha.ve a.lll.ea.dy .6;t,a.;ted :thw 
' .6 cient<. o,Lc. ' in:te.Jtut in di.m,ln),-6 hing 
.the numbe.'1..6 oJ women. 

She attempt to tie the male-to-female into 
this logic, really gets lost and ends up 
making a complete circle: 

An.o.the.Jt pe.Jt.6pec.tive ... on. the phenomenon 
o 6 btan6!> exua.U-6 m ,t-6 U.6 bu.lU- ,[n, 
rn,t.6ogyny. HoweveJt in .t'1.a.n6u.xu.a..U.om 
we mlgh.t !>ay :tha.:t .the mi.6ogqny :theme 
i-6 a.ppa11.ente.y inve.Jtted ,ln:to a. fund 
06 pfi-il.ogyn.y (love 06 woman), th,[!) 
rue by .the ma.le ma.king hh1i.6 el6 tSema.le. 
But. what ll.ea.illJ ha.ppen6 i-6 tha.:t :the 
b-i.ologic.a.l 6ema.le ,t-6 no .fon.ge.Jt even. 
nec.e.6!>all.rf. ThU.6 mi.6ogyni.6m ,t-6 uc.a.la.:ted. 

I think this reasoning might be challenged 
by heterosexual male-to-fernaies who are bavir. 
a hell of a time finding biological men who 
will accept them over a biological female. 

Ra.ymond'.6 misogyny glares in her total 
invalidation of the female-to-male trans
sexual. She actually dismisses the dynamics 
of such a woman, casting her aside as 
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ha.ve. a,f.1,0 e.xpvue.nc.e.d .6e.x-1tole. oppll.Mhion 
and dl6tiatl6f,a.c.t-lon wUh thw bodlu 
,to band -toge;theJt cvwund :thw own wuque 
f,o/{171 of, ge.ndeJt a.gony--upe.c.,la,.UIJ th.Me 
who c1ium ;to have. a deep eommLtme.n;t ;to 
f,e.mlYl,(,6m? Many w.l.U. .oay tha.:t :thM M 
:too muc.h to Mk 06 butnMeX.ttaJ....6. Yd 
,l:t ,i,J.:, no motr.e .than women have Mk.e.d ofi 
owu,elvu--thMe who have. ;ta:.k.e.n f,e,n..uu.6m 
.6eJuoU.6l!f and have Wed to .llve. 
unf,e;ttetr.ed by gendetr. in a gendetr.-de.iined 
.6oue.ty. 

Rayrnond is living in fantasy-land. To begin 
with, it is a fact that therapy has never 
alleviated cross-gender feelings in the trans
sexual nor have unisex trends eased their 
predic~ment. No matter how successful society 
is in eliminating sex-role stereotypes and 
limitations, women and men cannot rel~te to men 
the way they relate to women. Women 1n the 
feminist movement are beginning to realize that 
women a.tr.e. different than men, having something 
unique to offer, and should not ~dopt masc~line 
behavior patterns, particularly in the business 
world. Feminists .6hould work toward equal 
opportunity and respect in ·the professional 
world and in the home. Yet equality does not 
mean that we are all the same in body and mind! 

Unpopular a.s it may sound, roles perform a 
necessary function in life. We need leaders,
we need followers, we need business executives, 
we need homemakers, we need bulwarks, we need 
nurturers. The problem came when these roles 

• were ascribed exclusively to either sex. These 
roles need to be open to aJ..t persons. But 
changing society will not ch~ge our individ~al 
basic sexuality (heterosexuality, homosexuality, 
bisexuality, asexuality) which defines who and 
what we are, and pervades our daily existenc~. 
The entire feminist vs. crossgenderist conflict 
revolves around a misconception: stereotypical 
sex-role behavior is confused with the way our 
sexuality governs our relationships with each 
other. Despite the breakdown of rigid sex-
roles women will never relate to men the way , 
men relate to men--and men will never relate 
to men the way women relate to women. There 
are reasons other than predefined sex roles 
for our behavior--reasons no one can deny. 
Transsexuals do not have sex-changes so they 
can be secretaries or vice presidents ... they 
have sex-changes so they can relate to men 
and women from the groundwork of their basic 
sexuality. The transsexual will always be 
there, as long as a man's body and a_woman's 
body is different, as long as women are 
attracted to women and/or men, ·and men are 
attracted to men and/or women. 

Transsexuals have struggled their entire 
lives to relate to others from_ a non-existent 

level; as a male woman or as a female man. 
Male-to-females wish to relate to women the 
way women relate to women, and female-to
rnales wish to relate to men the way men 
relate to men. Transsexuals have no desire 
to engage in role-playing: this is precisely 
WHY they feel the need to change sex. 

The transsexual understands the subtleties 
of role-playing ... they have experienced an 
uncomfortable role throughout their lives . 
Transsexuals also understand the subtleties 
~£ the similarities between men and women, 
and are living examples that men and women 
are not so different. Ancl. the transsexual 
understands the biological differences 
between men and women: how male and female 
hormones affect one's behavior, and how a 
man 1.s body or a woman I s body affects the 
person within that body. It is simply not 
true that penis-or-vagina is the only 
difference! 

Transsexuals do not choose to live their 
lives as martyrs to a cause, and should not 
be doomed as such. These "feminine" men 
and "masculine" women are tired of the 
ridicule, tired of the ostracism from 
society, tired of trying to get by every 
single day of their lives. But this it not 
what totally motivates the transsexual to 
seek a sex-change, and here is where Ray
mond misses the boat in understanding the 
transsexual phenomenon. 

The transsexual's inability to adjust to 
sex-role expectations is not the entire 
sphere of the transsexual's predicament. 
It is absurd to think one would so happily 
lop off body parts for such a superficial 
reason. Most people experience .some dis
comfort with role expectations, but have no 
questions concerning the men and women they 
are. More intensely, the transsexual 
experiences a distorted body image and a 
condition known as "depersonalization." 
Dealing with one's thought and feelings is 
one thing; dealing with one's physical 
sexuality is quite another. To identify 
strongly with the stereotypical thoughts/ 
feelings of the opposite sex can be a 
dichotomy; but to identify·strongly with 
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Or. LP □ ~ollman of Coney Island said 
that in 1973 Pitocin, a drug used to 
inducP labor in women, ~nablr-d a 
father to lactatP and suckle his n~w
born daught~r. Th~ father, rRportEd 
to bra 41-year-old transvRstite, 
"wantP.d 2quality with his wifr. .... 
He was a very forcrful individual and 
his wife, very tranquil and sP.nsiblP., 
wrnt along with the idea." Both 
parents altP.rnately nursed the baby 
for 6-B months, ~ollman said, 
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In an unprecedpnted action, P~nnsyl
vania's Unemployment Compensation 
Board of Review upheld an earliPr 
auiard □~week in benefits to 
Rtronda - who undt'!rwer:it a 
sex-change operation last year, As 
Richard, hP had informed his employer, 
H & A Sales Co. of SP.wicklPy, Pa., 
that he could no longP.r sPll indus
trial equipmpnt such as trucks and 
forklifts in the company's [riP 
district becausP., as 9honda, he 
would be unable to kP~p Richard's 
contacts, Rhonda sairl she rPCPivPrl 
no harrassmPnt from hPr employer or 
from customPrs while taking horm□ nPs 

and beginning life as a woman, but 
"I was ']Ptting to fepl quite uncom
fortablP, my salPs werP prPtty much 
dRpPndcnt on whRthPr the cust □mPrs 

like thP salRspPrson or not." Rhonda 
is now Pmployed in a hair rRmoval 
salon in Eri8. 
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ThP metropolitan Community Church's 
wFiPkly radio broadcast, "Just As l 
l\m," is aired Saturday afternoons at 
1?.:10 on l<FAX, 1100 on your Adi di.al. 

0 Q 0 0 

An i~v2sti9ation is in progress 
wit~in the San Diego Polic~ J~pt into 
allPgPd harassment of transsexuals 
and transveslit~s in th~ city's down
town.sPctar, As a r~sult of coopera
tion brtwepn th" Say Alliance for 
Equal Rights and the PolicP Dept, 
officials are checking arrest records 
of thosn fr8quently arrPsted to 
determinp which policP. officP.rs 
arr:> involvrod. 

The ~ay Statiori in Sacramento is now 
offering a transvestite/transsexual 
rap group Thursdays at 7:30, For 
more information, call thP. Way Station 
at (916) 447-1171, 
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The award-winning Ridiculous Theatri
cal Company is performing thG play 
"Camille" in which CharlPs Ludlam 
stars as Marguerite GautiP.r, the 
famous Lady of the CamPllias, in a 
loose adaptation from the Dumas 
classic, The New York Times 
described thP 
role as "no 
facile 
femalr-1 
impP.rsona
Uon, but 
a rPal 
perform
ancp. 11 

Says rnr. 
Ludlar.i: 
11 I couldn't 
play Cr.imillP 
un 1 r2ss I 
could con
vince myself 
that l was 
be au ti ful: 

111(.RIDICULOO IDTRIOL CO rRE:5E:NT5 
-DIRECT FROM NEW YORK-

(HARL£S WDLAM'S 
ILAIHOUSr -ci, .. eor 

tear Jelk<ir . 

OPENING 
TUESDAY 
FEB. 19 

Pfevtews f eb, H rhl\l 18 ot 
~I Mo,. 01 2:30, All MOTS 

(No Sundoy .,...,, 
ltltu ?rnm 01 8 om Sl 

111 6$oJ Ot80.M·~50 i9 
Mo• ot?J>c:,m. $6$0 

then convincing othRrs would be 
0 asiPr. I rP.mPmber bP.ing so sur
prisad th~ first timP wherr peopl~ 
found me funny. I thought the 
audiencR wa~ cruel, Out both 
audif.:ncRs af"!d, I havP. refir:11?d our 
acts, and the mix of laught~r and 
tears is the normal farP nowadays, 
OftPn people laugh when they first 
s~e me appear onstagB, but the 
qrPatest feelino is when I see 
~eople aclually-weepini as my 
character struggles to l i v2 •. " 

UthP.r cross-drP.ssed r□ lP.s arP. played 
by Adam McAdam as marguRritr's loyal 
maid and Ev~rP.tt Quinton as hPr 
zany friRnd, 
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Scientists studying what determines 
maleness and femaleness have recently 
discovered a molecule they call the 
"Ultimate DeterminP.r of maleness," 
which is added to an embryo several 
weeks after conception to result in 
a male baby. Without this molecule, 
all babies would be born fP.male. 
This has been called the "Eve Princi
ple" and makes the biblical story of 
creation backwards--chances are the 
female was created first, and ~ale
ness can bP. thought of as a kind of 
birth defect. 
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There are plans for a SP.quel to LA 
CAGE AUX FOLLES in which the couple 
are snared in an advP.nture of 
espionage. If thP. sequel is a hit, 
there will probably bP. a third 
version. michel 5P.rrault, who plays 
a drag queen pretending at timP.s to 
be a heterosexual man and thP.n a 
heterosexual woman in LA CAGE, fP.els 
his success came not so much from 
his mimicry, but from his effort to 
portray thr. tenderness, human 
warmth and drama within the farce, 
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A Houston women's bar, Club L'Amour 
les Femmes, was the scenr. for a male 
impersonation show. Th2 show's star, 
Jade Stone, is traveling around the 
country with hP.r entourage trying to 
build a drag circuit like those esta
blished for female impersonators in 
men's clubs. Why play women's clubs? 

"I want to qP. t the crowds bP. yond the 
personal feelings thPy might hav~ 
about mPn," said Stone, "and br. 
appreciatr.d solely for thr. ~ntertain
ment value," 

f'!'lichelle Strom, 
27, who under
went a sex
changP. in 1978, 
has announced 
her candidacy 
for the RP.publi
can nomination 
to CongrP.,ss in 
michigan's 6th 
Cong re ssion al 
District. ms. 
Strom said she 
does not pl an 
to make a spec
ial point of her 
transsexual i ty 
during thP cam-

Michelle Strom Pai gn, but is 
prepared to deal 

with it. "I'm sure there's a small 
gro~p of peoplP. who, if they don't 
consider you perfect, will set you 
up for ridicule and harassment. 
But to most pP.oplr. who are aware, 
this L1Jon't matter." ms. Strom plans 
to stress government's lack of 
rr.sponsivP.nP.ss, its inability to 
solve problems and weaknesses in 
U.S. fiscal policy. /GGG/G thanks 
Crossroads, PO LlOX 3013, Flint mI 
48502 for this story~7 
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Paul-- 41, was convicted of 
vehicular manslaughter and given a 
one-year term in state prison. 
How~ver, during a routine search at 

~on, doctors discovP.red that 
--had undergone a mastectomy 
as half the female-to-male sex 
reassignmPnt surgP.ry in 196P, but 
ran out of.monsy before complP.ting 
thP changp and thP.rP.fOrP had a 
"functional 11agina." This fact 
madP. him unaccP.ptable for admission 
to thP. men's prison, leaving the 
Santa Clara County sh~P.part
mP.nt with a dilemma. --was 
dPtained in thP. main jail's mental 
hP.alth unit, said ChiP.f Wesley John~ 
son, "b?.causP. that is the facility 
wherP. w~ hav2 thP. professional 
RxpP.rtise to give us, the jail 
staff, thP. best evaluation as to the 
most appropriatP. housing for him-
how he would handlP. which~ver 
facility w12 put him in." 



~ LIN FRASER, M.I\ 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

2!538 CALIFORNIA ST. .(41!5) Q22-Q240 
BY APPOINTMENT SAN FRANCISCO, CAI.IF. 9-4118 
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On march 15 psychotherapist Lin Fraser 
and a pre-operative transsexual and 
a crossdresser will be on KPFA radio 
(94.1 Fm on your dial) for an hour 
to talk about and answer call-in 
questions concerning transsexualism 
and transvestism, Lin, ~endy and 
Lesley were on the Sue Oonaty Shbw 
on KPF~ February 15 and, while the 
show was only 30 minutes, a surpris
ing amount of information was given. 
Those of you interested in bringing 
up some specific point which may not 
come up during the show should call 
in. m~ke it a point _to listen P.ven 
if you don't have a call to make! 
Unfortunately the radio station has 
not madP up their hourly schpdule 
at this timP.--so call the station 
at (~15) P48-6767 for show tim2. 
This is thP. kind of thing WR neP.d: 
some pRrsonally involved individuals 
talking to the public! 
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LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
OF WISCONSIN ANO UPPER MICHIGAN 

Green Bay Office 
130 East Walnut Street 
Room 611 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 54301 
Phone: 437-8914 Area Code 414 

LYNN GAUGER, M.S.S.W., A.C.S.W. 
Marriage and Family Counselor 

BABYF'ACE 
PE;llMANENT HAIR 11n10V,\L 

801 \V(:ODSIOf: no. IJEBHY PAY'.'iE iH:., 1.VN. 
SUITE NO. Tllnn: TEL. 36,1-9517 

f\EUIVOOD CITY, C.A. 94061 

Plea for Parole 

by Dane 

I ask you, society, let us out of 
this mental cage that imprisons the 
truthful existence of our mortal 
beinqs. Unleash the chains from our 
troubled minds and let us live as 
we wish to survive. Let us roam 
free as the breasts of God roam the 
land given him. LP.t the freedom be 
within us so wr. may stop feeling 
exiled from our own race. Do not 
label us with your bitter minds 
but call us human with a loving heart, 

For we are different than you appear 
to us. ~e don't pick our path to 
follow, but walk in the same direc
tion you have taken yourself. We 
don't wish to divide and take your 
place but live among those that 
considt?r us friends. You seP., 
sociP.ty, if you were to put down 
your attitude that a rose is a rose, 
so it shall bP. a rosP, and simply 
remember that a rose is a rose unless 

it is altered to be a carnation, but 
it is still a flower. And just accept 
it for what it is, a flower, and let 
it live to help br.autify the sadness 
the world is in, 

So I ask, please let us be free for, 
like the rose, we too started as such, 
but wish to become a different person, 
only so WP can live a better life, 
Gut we are all still human. 



Dilemmas 
I'd like to launch this regular 

column, the title of which is not 
merely alliterative, with the purpose 
of focusing on every kind of problem 
unique to the TV/TS. 

The main body of each column will 
highlight the more complex or subtlP. 
aspects of the previous meeting's 
subject (which will serve as a handy 
reference) while the remainder of 
the column will be in a question/ 
answer format. 

I will also include matters rele
vant to your non-crossdressed lives, 
Needless to say, this column will be 
of interest to the butch as well as 
the femme. 

~ith time, a fluid attendance and 
facilities imposing their limitations, 
as well as the lag between each 
meeting, the choice of subject matter 
must be given to you to decide upon 
at the march meeting. Occasionally 
when possible, guest speakers will 
be engaged, 

Bear in mind that each sP.ssion 
must be an open-shut discussion and 
that the possibilities of do-it 
workshops are extremely limited, 
You and I will be our own best show
and-tells by our mutual, active 
participation. 

You are welcome to take notes, 
but taping of the sessions is NOT 
encouraged. The following subjects 
can be covered in our meetings and 
will be put to you for decision in 
March: 

Skin Care Hands & Nails 
make-up Speech&. Diction 
Body Language Wardrobe 
Hair and wigs Shopping 
Body Care Color & Textures 
Accessories Health t Nutrition 

Physical Comportment 
Line, ~alance & Proportion 

? ? ?·?? 

I have problems sElecting clothes for 
men small enough to fit me. Sales 
people tell me to look for Continent
al cut things. What does this mean 
and whFre will I find Continental 
things? 

--GGG/G IYlember 

for Dianna 
? ? ? ? ? 

Will you seP. me privately for 
consultations? 

--WS, Berkeley 

VeM WS: 
1 am una.bf.e. to .ta.k.e. p!Llva.:te cllent6·a.:t 
:thlh :ti.me.; :thlh may be an inde.6in.lt.e 
.6.l:tucttlon. 1t -l6 601t :tkl6 Jtea6on that 
1 6e.el. :the me.eilng.6 a;t GGG/G Me VeJUj. 
valu.a..ble, eui we,U a6 .thl6 c.olu.mn. 
Thank you 601t youJr. iMe.Jteiit, and 1 hope. 
to .6e.e you a;t ouJr. me.eilng.6. 

VeM Membe.Jt: 
A6ide 61tom .the. obviot..l.6, o6t,en un1,a.:tl6 6ac;to1e.y 
.60.e.u.tlon 06 going :to .the. Boy' .6 Ve..pa.Jttmen,t, 
in San Fl{.a.nWc.o Wa..Ue.Jt Fong, O!tpheu.6 and 
St. Gvr.mahte.. .6pee-i..a.Uze in .6mo.Lte.Jt .6ize1i, 
a6 we,U a6 .the. EUil.ope.an c.ut (al.60 c.a11.e.d 
Continental). The. EUil.ope.an c.ut ,ln, men'.6 
cl.o:tfu.ng 6oiloW.6 :the Une. 06 .the. body molle 
c.l.o.6 el.y, W-U.h fughe.Jt aJUnholeii and CJto:tch 
and g1te.a.:te.Jt ac.c.e.n.tua.:tlon in .the. .6hou1.de.Jt 
padcUng. Even wUJun :the. .6ame. .6img, :the. 
6U and .6hape Me. mM.e de.6,ln,e.d in :the. 
EUil.ope.an c.u:t .than in .the. ~h (oh. 
Ame/Uc.an) c.ut--.6uch M you will. 6,ln,d at 
Bll.ook..6 B1c.o:the.,u,, Cable.-Ca.Jt c.e.o:tfue/t.6, 
HM.ting.6, de.. 

CONFUSED? BEW I LOE RED? 

GOING THRU ANOTHER PURGE? 

Cal 1 Golden' Gate Girls/Guys 

(415) 962-8071 

--between 6 pm and 12 midnight--

For information/ counseling 

on subjects relating to 

transvestism & transsexualism 



WHAT HAPPENS SEXUALLY 

FROM MALE TO FEMALE? 

We have been living together for 
1½ years, during wh1ch time Anne has 
been continuing hormone therapy as 
she transits from male to female, 
Lucy is a genetic female with some 
cross-gender traits, a very assertive 
personality and nontraditional atti
tudes about openness and sex roles 
in a loving relationship. 

When we first met, Anne was reluc
tant to have anything below her waist 
touched and was in a sexual holding 
pattern until she could have her 
surgery. As we got to know each 
other better, Lucy's exploration and 
discovery of her bisexuality served 
as an inspiration for Anne to discover 
her sexuality presurgically, 

We took a course in human sexuality 
at the Institute for the Advanced 
Study of Human Sexuality in San Fran
cisco, It made us feP.l a lot better 
to know that other people liked what 
we liked. Anne felt that she was 
the only person who had interests in 
the good feelings she got from anal 
stimulation, cross dressing and being 
the more passive partner in sex. Lucy 
felt guilty about being too assertive 
for a genetic female. Well, we 
decided to just try exactly what feels 
natural and see if we were struck by 
1 ightning for our sins. So far we 
are intact and going strong. 

Anne experienced a shift from the 
male-like genital focused orgasm to a 
total body non-erectal non-ejaculatory 
form of orgasm by stimulation of many 
parts of her body not considered 
before, which will be utilized in the 
surgery to form the appropriate 
organs, Use of a vibrator has been 
fantastic for changing stimulus 
patterns from the 'up and down' feel
ing to one of direct stimulation of • 
the glans, which will be reconstructed 
to form the clitoris, We found 
relaxation to be the key to getting 
out of the mind tapes which keep us 
from enjoying our bodies, For us a 
hot tub and sauna followed by massage 
has preceded some of our best sexual 
experiences. 

WHEN ONE CHANGES 

our experiences 

We are very interested in bringing 
men and women into our lovemaking 
because we like both sexes, Anne 
especially wants to experience men 
sexually before her surgery. A 
threesome has proven great especially 
when we can both have the feeling of 
a man and a woman making love to us, 
It seems to be the ultimate satis
faction for our bi-ness. 

There are a lot of 'experts' who 
say that a male-to-female gender 
switch should be accompanied by a 
heterosexual orientation, We feel 
that the Kinsey and Benjamin scales 
arP two different things and that if 
anything, a person with cross gender 
feelings might be more likely to like 
both sexes, ~specially if their prev
ious experience was with a heterosex
ual relation. This is our personal 
feelings only, although we do know 
people who are in a similar situation 
and feel as we do. 

We continue to evo 1 ve _and explore 
possibilities that we haven't attempte 
before. We have not attempted here 
to discuss the etiological, societal 
and the emotional aspects of our love 
for each other. We do get a lot of 
flak, especially from people who feel 
that we are not 'normal' and should 
stay hidden and feel guilty. We feel 
great about ourselves and would like 
to help others feel as good as we do, 

····················································1 *** SUBSCRIPTION COUPON*** : 

Please send me my own copy of 
'The Gateway' each month: 

NAME 
• ADORE 55 

CITY 
STATE -------- ZIP 

Subscription cost is $15.00 
per year. Please make check/ 
money order payable to Golden 
Gate Girls/Guys, and send it to: 
Suite 2507, 495 Ellis Street, 
San Francisco CA 94102. 

• • • 

• • • • ........................................... ~ ....... : 



California originals 

Charlie Parkhurst: 
The 

stagecoach driver 
•with a secret 

"THROW down the box." 
This was the standard command of the highwayman in 

Gold Rush days. 
The first time driver Charlie Parkhurst heard those words 

at a turn in the road he grudgingly complied. 
.The next time-well. the next time when a gang of 

highway robbers jumped from behind some bushes, 
Parkhurst reacted so fast there wasn't time for a command. 
Parkhurst fired his shotgun first. hitting the leader. then 
veered his team of six horses toward the others, making a 
deep impression that crime does not pay-not with this 
driver. 

Passengers aboard the Concord coach swiftly spread the 
word after they reached town. It may have been that news or 
just plain luck, but never again did a bandit try to get the 
drop on the taciturn. tobacco-chewing driver. 

His career spanned thirty years, two-thirds of it in 
California during the frenzied lime when gold fever 
demanded rapid transit. And the 5-foot, 7-inch tall 
Parkhurst delivered. 

Station agents would say. • 'Thal 's Old Charlie coming 
in. He's right on time.·' 

Being "right on time" became Parkhurst 's trademark 
after he joined Jim Burch-'s fledgling California Stage 
Lines. Parkhurst 's knack for handling horses led stable 
hands to say, ''He uses some kind of hoodoo.'' 

The slender driver. dubbed ''Old Charlie'.' because he 
was nearly 40 when he came West in 1851, also knew how 
to handle the Concord coach, a graceful, 2.500-pound 
vehicle. 

Parkhurst's skills were needed. Narrow, winding Mother 
Lode roads, pocked with mire or hub-deep in dust, proved a 
bigger hazard than highwaymen. Layers of poles and brush 
were corduroyed on the mushy spots of roads between the 
towns and cities where he delivered passengers. mail and 
payrolls. 

HE COULD TURN a six-horse hitch and coach in a street at 
full gallop with every line loose. He became some1hi'ng of a 
legend in the days when '·The average stage driver was 
above all. lord in his way, the captain of his craft, the fear of 
timid passengers. the admiration of the stable boys, and the 
trusted agent of his employer," said historian Hubert H. 
Bancroft. 

Once in the middle of a bridge spanning the rushing 
Tuolumne River. Parkhurst and his passengers felt the old 
structure wobbling. Instantly, the driver's whip sounded 

DRIVING prowess of 
Charlie Parkhurst made 
a fan of author-illustrator 
J. Ross Browne, right, 
who drew this. sketch. 

the alarm, punctuated by language salty enough to sting. 
The coach reached the bank just as the bridge collapsed 
behind it. 

• Some stageco<1ch drivers earned their reputations for their 
swagger or the risks they ran, often insulated from danger 
by whiskey. 

When Old Charlie was captain of the Concord, the 
passengers relaxed. 

Oh, he drank some after a run, but he never tipped a 
bottle before or during one. Which helps explain why no 
one ever got hurt riding with him. 

He once rolled an empty coach and "busted in" his sides. 
But characteristically, he never saw a doctor about it. 

LIKE MANY MEN of Gold Rush days, not much was 
known about Old Charlie's background. A few people heard 
him talk a bit about running away from a New Hampshire 
poorhouse at an early age, then working in stables until he 
began driving stages on the Boston Post Road. His New 
England twang supported this as his origin. 

One dark evening on the Hang town run, author J. Ross 
Browne, delighted that he could ride on the box with the 
famous whip, asked, "How in the world can you see your 
way?" 

"Smell it," Charlie said. "Fact is, I've traveled over 
these mountains so often I can tell where the road is by the 
sound of the wheels. When they rattle, I'm on hard ground. 
When they don't rattle, I genr'ly look over the side to see 
where she's going.·' 

For a man who knew the animals so well, it was ironic 
that a kick from a mean horse cost Old Charlie the sight of 
one eye and caused his retirement from stagecoach driving. 
He next operated a combination stage station and saloon on 
the road between Santa Cruz and Watsonville. Then he went 
into the cattle business but his sciatic rheumatism-the 
bane of coach drivers-forced his retirement. He moved t0 
a small place near Watsonville where his neighbors and 
their childrer. helped make his final years happy. He died on 
December 29, 1879. 

His friends brought his best outfit out of mothballs and 
prepared to outfit him in the style in which they were sure he 
would have liked to depart, • 

It was then they discovered Mr. Charles D. Parkhurst, the 
wiry Concord driver who never flinched at danger, had a 
secret. Old Charlie was a woman. 

Second in a series of profiles of people who made an 
original imprint on California. 
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