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Victoria Schne­
ider denies that 

she is transsexu­

al or has had a 
sex-change oper­
ation. "I'm a 
woman,"theS­
foot-ll prosti­

tute declared. 
"Women on the 
streets have 
rights. We're do­
ing a crime, but 
the police are do- • 

ing a crime too.'' 

IEXAWER PHOTOS BY P9N ~ONE 

.Strip search for gender check 
P fiI 

been specified. woman for the Sheriff's Depart-
rostitute • es During her arrest, Schneider ment, declined comment on the 

claim • • said, she was ordered to remove her case • , saying pnvacy clothes and was searched by a fe- • Strip searches of misdemeanor 
was invaded when male deputy from the San Francis- defendants are permissible only 

co Sheriff's Department. After- when drugs or weapons possession 
cops made her ward, she heard deputies joking is suspected, said Donald Van 

about her, she added. She eventu- BJaricom, a former police chief and 
prove womanhood ally was placed among female pris- police expert based in Bellevue, 

oners. Wash. ''There's no justification for 
By Le.lie Golclbers "I was emharruaed and disgust- it, unless there's reasonable suspi-
~ TtE EXN,HR STAR ed. with the criminal justice sys- cion of contraband," he said. 

Her face is feminine, but her t.ein," Schneider said in an inter- John Crew, director of the 
large hands and long, lanky body view at the office of her attorney, American Civil Liberties Union's 
were enough to confuse a San Karen Snell "Women on the Police Practices Project, con­
Francisco vice officer who classi- streets have rights. We're doing a curred: "It's a violation of Califor­
fied prostitute Victoria Schneider . crime, but the police are doing a nia state law to use a strip search to 
as an ''M" - for male - on a crime too. It's going to coat The verify gender." 
police report, causing sheriff's dep- City a Jot of money if they Jet this Schneider, who has been arrest­
. uties to allegedly attempt to place continue." ed many times for prostitution in 
her in a holding cell for male pris- Schneider, 45, denied that she is the Tenderloin, asserted that she 
oners. transsemal or has had a sex- has been strip-searched repeatedly, 

The deputies responded to change operation. "I'm a woman," although her record indicates that 
Schneider's protests that she was a the 5-foot-11 prostitute declared. she is a woman. On numerous oc­
woman by strip-searching her, she Her attorney, Snell, said she casions, she said, sheriffs deputies 
contends. found the question "irrelevant," also have placed her in a special cell 

As a result, Schneider has filed a noting: "Aa far as rm concerned, if for transgender persons despite her 
claim against The City charging somebody says they're a woman, protests. She was not placed in the 
invasion of privacy, severe emo- they're a woman." tran&gender cell last June. 
tional distress and violation of civil Both Lt. Joe Dutto, who heads In 1993, Schneider filed a simi­
rights over the arrest last June 13. the Police Department's vice . lar complaint against The City 
No dollar amount for damages has squad, and Eileen Hirst, a spokes- charging that sheriffs deputies had 

"It's· going to cost 
The City a lot of 
money if they let 
this continue." 

-YldoriaSdmeidel' 

violated her civil rights when they 
strip-searched her. She said that 
that complaint was dismissed be­
cause of insufficient evidence. 


