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LET’S TALK OUTREACH 
 
Recently Shelley, Lori and I were invited to present an outreach 
program at Elgin Community College by Barbra Getz to her 
Sociology class.  There were about 20-25 students in the class 
and of course Shelley and I went in hoping we would have a 
receptive and kind group facing us.  But on our car ride to the 
college we both set aside our nervousness and decided to just be 
ourselves.  We both believed that if we spoke from our hearts 
and accepted people for however they chose to process this in-
formation we would pass on, then surely we had to succeed.   
 
When we arrived, Barbra introduced us to the class and Lori 
began a synopsis of her transgender role and her feelings.  She 
also gave the group some background on the transgender 
spectrum and how each cross-dresser is traveling his/her 
journey at a different place on that spectrum.   Shelley took 
her turn explaining her experience of her transgender role 
and her marriage.  And finally I talked about my experience as 
a spouse of a cross-dresser. 
After each of us finished speaking, the floor was open for 
questions from the class.  Barbra had asked each student to 
prepare three questions to ask us.  Within a two-hour period, 
we had experienced a very open and relaxed group asking a 
wide variety of questions.  Some were serious and some made 
us laugh.  Some of the students came up to us to talk after the 
question period and gave us some very positive feedback.  
They agreed with me that it takes a lot of courage to “come 
out” as a cross-dresser and present this expression of Self to a 
non-accepting society.   Barbra quoted a student as saying, “I 
was apprehensive at first sight of the cross-dressers, but once I 
asked them questions and heard them speak I felt comfortable 
and saw past what they were wearing.”   The students were 
also impressed with my presence at the outreach from 
spouses’ point of view.  They felt I brought a human quality to 
the forum that helped them connect with the transgender is-
sues.    
 
I would like to see more spouses and significant others get in-
volved with the outreach programs at the colleges.  These col-
lege students are the people to shape our society through the 
knowledge and understanding we provide.  Most people have 
negative feelings because of ignorance about the transgender 
community.  They can’t see past the external appearance into 
the heart and soul of these real people who want only to ex-
press themselves as God created them.  Unconditional love and 
acceptance means seeing past the outer appearance which 
sometimes seems very different and strange.  Accepting people 
as they are may mean society might have to change or even 
admit they may need to be more open minded.  Admit that we 
are all the same and no one is better than another, just created 
a little differently.  Can you imagine what the world would be 
like if everyone loved each other unconditionally?   Would the 
student gunmen in Colorado have become so enraged with 
anger if their peers accepted them unconditionally?  Where 
does prejudice and hatred end and love begin?   From within 
each and every one of us! 

Linda 
 
“FOR ONE HUMAN BEING TO LOVE ANOTHER; THAT IS PER-
HAPS THE MOST DIFFICULT OF ALL OUR TASKS, THE ULTI-
MATE, THE LAST TEST AND PROOF, THE WORK FOR WHICH 
ALL OTHER WORK IS BUT PREPARATION.” –Rainer Maria Rilke 
 

P.A.L.S. UNCONDITIONALLY 
 
April 17th P.A.L.S. Meeting 
 
We are excited to have had one newcomer in our group this 
month. A big WELCOME to Helga!  
As usual our P.A.L.S. meeting was a success.  Some of us had 
some major breakthroughs, which will take us down another 
turn on our journey.  Although I thoroughly believe in having 
fun, P.A.L.S. is there for support above all.  If someone has had 
an emotional month, we encourage him or her to share those 
experiences.  If we vent and process our experiences and feel-
ings instead of bottle them up, we will surely grow and con-
tinue forward on our journey. We are there for unconditional 
love and support and all conversations are kept confidential 
within P.A.L.S.  
 
A big THANKS to Terri and Abby for their hard work on the 
Clothing Resale which benefits our S.P.I.C.E fund. 
P.A.L.S. Meetings are held every third Saturday of the month at 
6:30 PM to 8:00 PM before the Tri-ESS general meeting be-
gins. (Except for May & July) 
 
P.A.L.S. FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
THE BEST EXERCISE FOR THE HEART IS REACHING 
DOWN TO LIFT UP ANOTHER 
 
 
COUPLES CORNER 
 
 
The April 24th Couples meeting was held at Jim & Linda’s 
house.  We had a great turnout of 20 people, which included 
four newcomer couples. A big WELCOME to Denise & Lloyd, 
Helga & Mike, Joan & Bob, and Judy & Bob! Needless to say we 
scrounged up every chair including the lawn chairs.  Our 
theme was Communication and we all played a game called 
Hot Questions.  It is played like Hot Potato except a basket of 
questions is passed while music is playing.  The person who is 
holding the basket at the time the music stops must pick a 
question and answer it.  Some of the questions made us laugh 
a lot and some made us think a lot.  Afterward we had a great 
time munching and mingling.   
The Couples Meetings are held every fourth Saturday of the 
month at 7:00PM.  A different couple volunteers their home 
for the evening.  Our next meeting will be May 22nd at Kim 
and Denise’s house. 
 
COUPLES FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 
“TO LOVE MEANS TO EMBRACE AND AT THE SAME TIME TO 
WITHSTAND MANY, MANY ENDINGS, AND MANY, MANY, 
BEGINNINGS---ALL IN THE SAME RELATIONSHIIP.”  
-CLARISSA PINKOLA ESTES 
 
Linda 
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G.L.G.L.C . 
Activities Calendar 

MAY 1999 - JUNE 1999 

 
 
 
May 1999 
Tue 5/11 8:00 p.m.  CGS Business Meeting, Stardust 
Sat 5/8  Gemini Gender Group meeting   414-297-9328 
Sat 5/15  “Spring Fling”  Chi Chapter,    708-383-1677 
Thur  5/20 SkyScraper Heels 1st Anniversary Party, Golden Flame, Higgins & Nagle, FREE  773-477-8495 
Sat 5/22  Chi Chapter Couples Group 
 
June 1999 
Tue 6/8  8:00 p.m.  CGS Business Meeting, Stardust 
Sat 6/12  Gemini Gender Group meeting   414-297-9328 
Sat 6/19  Chi Chapter Meeting,  Sat 6/26  T.O.N.I. meeting, call  219-650-2142 for details 
Sat 6/26  Chi Chapter Couples Group 
 

 
UPCOMING 

June 2 –6   17th Annual Be All,  Cleveland, Ohio 
July 14-18 S.P.I.C.E., Minneapolis, Minn 

July 24  Chi/CGS Garden Party, West Chicago 
July 24   Tri-Ess National Board meeting, Elmhurst 

Nov 10-14 Holiday En-Femme, Houston, Texas 
Nov 11-14  Fall Harvest, Milwaukee, 414-297-9328 

SECOND ANNUAL GARDEN PARTY 
HAWAIIAN STYLE 
When:   July 24th Saturday 

Time:    4:00 p.m. to Midnight 
 
Julie Ann’s Johnson’s beautiful home and grounds will be open at 4:00 p.m. We will be having two service bars available for 
our cocktail hour serving soft drinks, wine, and beer and wonderful hor-d’oeuvres.  We are planning a buffet “Hawaiian 
Style” dinner to start at 6:00 p.m. with Hawaiian ham, sweet and sour shish-ka-bobs Hawaiian style and all the extras plus des-
serts for your dinning pleasures.  
 
Following dinner you will be entertained by fabulous Hawaiian dancers who will perform traditional Hawaiian dances and 
may even ask you to join in the fun. We will have a DJ at you service during the cocktail hour, dinner and afterwards for 
dancing.  
 
We are looking forward to this wonderful event co-sponsored by Chicago Gender Society and Tri-Ess Chi Chapter.  
 
We are requesting that this event maintain on a semi formal basis so please no shorts or t-shirts. Tickets will be available 
through both Tri-Ess and CGS and this will be a pre-sold ticket event only.  
 
Ticket prices are as follows: $40.00 prior to July 10th and $45.00 up to July 22nd. No tickets will be available after July 22nd.  
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