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MORE OTHER THINGS..........

You bet! Aggressiveness and arrogant behavior are not
usually acceptable as feminine traits. Assertiveness and being
confident are alternatives Lhat will not draw as much attention to
us. However, there is a fine line that we as trans-gender
individuals should not cross, lest we be singled out for ¢loser
cxamination, and possible discovery. Aggressiveness is a trait
Lthat males are taught will bring them success and praise all their
lives, and it becomes so incorporated in 2 male's personality that
it can be very hard to suppress. Along with aggressiveness,
usually comes the need to dominaie, to tell others what is
"right". When the urge to do this is present, one needs ¢ take a
moment, analyze the situation and ask oneself, "Is this being
assertive or am I being the male aggressor again?”. If the taner is
the case, we are not truly adopting the stereotypical feminine
role and might be singling ourselves out for closer investigation.
Remember, our actions are just as important as our appearance,
and in most cases our appearance places us at a disadvantage.
Therefore, our actions must be carafully chosen and controlled.
We may feel as feminine as any natural borm woman inside, but
physical atiributes, male hormonal govemed features, and years
of indoctrination in the male way of thinking and acting, are
very difficult obstacles to overcome.

A closing point should also be made. I am not saying that
we must throw away all our male attributes in order to become
accepted as a feminine individual. I say this for two reasons.
First of all, in most cases, this type of purge probably is not
possible. Secondly, as Virginia Prince has said, "We need to
play the game with all our marbles.” Initially, we do have to
concenuate on perfecting feminine wraits, but the old masculine
lraits will always be part of our nature. Locking them up inside
with no chance to express them will only create new frus-
trations. When we have reached the point where we have
eslablished ourselves, are comfortable, and are understood by an
individual or group, all our trails should be allowed to surface.
Now the complete person will have a chance to grow. However,
if we are 10 succeed, we have 10 initially tilt the scales and
concenuale on the stereolypical feminine trails. The reward is
our acceptance as the feminine persona we desire to be, The
alicrnative is discomfort, ridicule, and possibly public
humiliation as a "guy in a dress”. If this is a risk we choose 0
take, a goal we feel is worth the efforts, then we must
concentrate on these and other "things”, follow our dreams, and
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A Facilitator's Thoughts
By: Odile |

For eight weeks I have been the facililator of a rap group
composed of individuals who are members of A Rose. At the
onset of the group I was excited about the prospect of being able
Lo learn and hopefully understand gender dysphoria. [ wanted to
understand because [ had come to care very much about the
people L had met at A Rose. And yes, [ have come 1o undemsiand
but my understanding is not what I expected it would be. [ think
I wanted an intellectual understanding. What I have goten is an
understanding on a much deeper level, and I have grown in my
humanness.

Although I was not aware that I was doing so, 1 was
evaluating statements made by the participants. [ might say to
myself something like "right on" "she's so wrong” "that's weird”
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"she’s all wet”. Somewhere along the way I realized 1 was doing
this and began to listen without evaluating. Then I began 1o hear
Lhe statement and to try to move into that person's world 1o fecl
and hear her reality. I have been leaming 10 understand what the
meaning of a statement is to the person who made it. T am
learming to allow myseil to empathetically enter inlo another
person's feelings about herself and her world. In so doing, [ have
also allowed myself to accept where she is in her growth.

I believe, as Carl Rogers does, that a person can grow only
when a relauonship exists with another person thal gives 1al
acceplance. A person cannot go forward in becoming unul she
is both accepted and sell-accepling of just who sheis. You can't
find your way 10 Flagstall if you don't know whether you are in
Phoenix or Los Angeles.

As I have become more aware of myself and my realitics as
mirrored o me [rom the group, 1 find that I am able to stop
mysell from rushing in to help, to fix things, or to decide how
somecne should be helped. Idon't want to decide what is right
for anyone, what anyone needs, or try to sway anyonc 10 my
beliefs. Iam learning 10 let others -- and myself -- “just be.”

At the beginning of the group 1 stated that my goeal for the
group was that the members would become supporuive of cach
other and deal with each other on a feeling level. [ have come 1o
understand that each person must have her own goal and that T
have no right to set a goal for any one person or for the group.
My job as facilitator is 10 accept each person in the group just
where she is and be there with love and acceprance as she moves
through her process.

Some group members have told me that 1 can't undersiand
what they are going through because 1 am a genciic female. My
biological state is a fact to be understood on an intellectual level,
not a feeling one. The feelings experienced by the group
members are hurnan feelings. We all experience a wide range of
feelings: pain, fear, sense of not belonging, sadness, cnvy, joy,
pleasure, frustration, confusion, anger, lonecliness, huri,
rejection, etc. Therefore, I believe that with love and empathy,
each of us can undersiand another person's feclings. [ may not
have experienced Lhis particular situation but I have cxperienced
all of the feelings at one time or another during my life.

[ have seen 2 great deal of growth in the individuals in the
group and [ have seen a warm, loving community develop. Thad
expected Lhis to happen bul somehow I didn't expect me 10 grow
as much as { have.. | have grown in my abilhy 10 hear without
evaiuating so that now I am abie io truly hoar s
emotions. I "hear" with feeling and with this has come an
understanding and caring that I could not have imagined. 1am
more in touch with my own process now, and | know that [ will
gontinue to experience personal growth through my participation
in this group.

I love the uniqueness of each person in our grouvp and [ fect 2
closeness 1o them that I don't know how to express. [ do know
that 1 want t¢ continue 10 love and support each member in any
way they want or need. A group that began to help hose
persons with gender dysphoria has become a growth and support
group for me. Thank you, group members, for being so loving.

If any A Rose members are interested in growing along wiih
us in our group, we ask that you make a four-weck commilment
(we meet once a week) and talk to Dee prior to coming to your
first meeling.
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She and I

By: Wendi Pierce

She came into my lile
[ did not undersiand.
Her presence was warm was nice
a smile, a helping hand.

We arc so much the same
I did not think it right.
Ilong to say her name
she said she'd stay Lhe night.

Ovur time together's brief
the clock it will not stop.
Late sumnmer's last new leafl
for time one can not shop.

We conjured up this life
our fate is not so sure,
Relations cut 23 by a knife,
we know there is no cure.

So let's live out this fate
and deal another round.
Since I've traveled through that gate

she's a Eleasure now ['ve found.
A Rose Update

December was a busy month for our people, with the
holidays and two Rose functions to attend. We started the month
with a Christmas Pot luck that was covered in last month’s
newsletter and on the 17th we had a combined Chrisumas party
with the Alpha Zewa folk. The Christmas party was attended by
about 18 or so people and was a great success. We had the event
catered by 2 local service called "Dad's Catering”, had a live DJ
{our own Michelle), a great sound system. The room we rented
a1 the La Quinta was excellent, all who attended received gifts
from A Rose (either a pin or a pursetie botle of perfume), and a
great time was had by all.

When January came around, and the last bowl game was
over, we staged the first annual "A Rose Pool Tournament”.
Turmoul was a bit light, we had 12 members, associates and
guests present, but that seemed to be a blessing in disguise, It
was a double elimination tournament, and a person had w lose
1wo games before they were out. This meant we played several
pames, and the championship game did not start till 12:30am,
Anyway, we had some excellent players present, with Mae even
bringing her own cue. It didn't do her very much good though as
she promptly lost her first two games. Better luck next year,
girl. After a few rounds or was it three, it came down to Shelly,
Lynda, Reneg’ and Wendi. Shelly 100k Wendi 10 the test and won
by a squeaking eight ball scraich, and Renee' riumphed over
Lynda. Now it was Shelly and Renee’ for the trophy. Actualiy,
there were two, 2 First Place and a Grand Prize one, so both of
them were to receive recognition. Renee' proved to be the
stronger player when the pressure was on and is now Our new
grand champion. The lrophies they received were custom made
for us by a local shop, with an obviously feminine figure in a
mini skirt, holding a pool cue atop a gold and hot pink pedestal.
These awards should look great on their mantles at home, but

they might have a little trouble explaining the reason they won 3
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them to some people. Oh well!. Many words of thanks should
also go 1o Jackie and Genny. They should be congratulated for
putting up with all this and being vur spectaior section for the

— A ROSE ANNUAL
AWARDS PRESENTED

One of the high points of our Chrisimas party was the
awards ceremony. Members of A Rose were singled out for their
exemplary efforts (some tongue in check) in several areas which
the awards committee felt were appropriate. Here is a list of the

awards and their recipients.
Miss Ruflles Sandie
Miss Bunterfly Becky
Miss Hair Cindy
Miss Limp Wrist Dianc
Miss Editor Wendi
Miss Texas Drawl Lynda
Miss Ingenuc Nicotlle
Miss Party Girl Jackie
Miss Commuter Rosalind
Miss Improved Terri
Miss Dress for Success Terr
Miss Best Dressad Erika
Miss Pelite Mae
Miss Silver Skates Diane
Miss Librarian Charloue .

In addition to these awards two individuals were singled oul
with special certificates of appreciation. Cindy M. received the
Best Hostess award with all pur thanks for the many times she
hosted meetings, and Odile -was presented with a special
centificate of appreciation enitled "Most Helpful and a Special
Friend”, Lastly, Wendi Pierce was presenled an engraved plaque
from Aipha Zeta for her editorial work in this newsletier.

Congrawlations are in order 10 all who were recognized.
Also, if you were not present at the pany and would like 10

receive yowr award ~antact Wendi,
A Rose Events

Qur February event is going to be 2 Valentines Day Party.
We'll be expecling you all to have cards 10 give to the other
members, just like the ones you gave and received bhack in grade
school, or if you're inclined, they ¢an be of the nsque varicty.
You know, something that your mother never would approve.
Also, if you're inclined to spend a little morc cash, a box of
sweets for all to sample and enjoy would be appreciated.

As usual, an early RSVP at 860.9056 will be greatly
appreciated. Also, the $3 per person or $5 per couple
event charge will be collected. It's BYOB and munchics if you
care and the evening suarts at §:00pm.

In addition, here's the cwrrent schedule for fitture gatherings:

Date Locatioty Theme/Aclivity

2/4 Dian"s Valentines Day Party

34 open Chili Feast

N apen Who's an April Fool Pany
5/6 Jackie's A Garden Party & Barbecue
6/3 Charlotte’s Roman Toga party

1f you would like to host an open date, please conlaet us.













A Rose News

REGISTRATION FORM
[FGE’s "COMING TOGETHER" CONVENTION 1989

Send completed registration form to:
’Coming Together’, P.O. Box 367, Wayland, MA 01778

Date:
Name (for ID Badge):
Organizational Affiliation:
Mailing name:
Address:

Telephone: { )
Amval: - Departure:

&4 &80 0SS E s esdsdsEssessEnasSs
Please Check:

General Participant

Helping Professional

CONVENTION REGISTRATION FEES:

{*** Pleass note the Outreach instinde Sahurdoy Program is an
indepandemtly sponsored svent with separate reglatration fees. )

Reqistration fees inchude: Wednesday's buffet/ortenta-
tion, Friday's Bay Cruise, Saturday's Banquet, Sunday’s
Brunch/Show, reduced fees for Keynote Speakers
Luncheons,and reduced fees for Outreach's Program.

Registration fees do not include: Hotel accommoda-
tions, meals (except for those listed above), and the specal
outside activities sponsored by the Host Organigation
{except the Cruise, and the Show).

PLEASE CHE(X

FULL CONVENTION {more than J days):
Per Person $205.00 ple $350.00

3-DAY REGISTRATION {anv 3 days):
Per Person $175.00 Couple $275.00

2-DAY REGISTRATION (Friday & Satirday onhy):
Per Person $125.00 (no special rate for couples)

DALY RATE, PER PERSON:
Tuesday $35.00 Wednesday $75.00
Thursday $75.00 Friday $75.00
Saturday $75.00 Sunday $50.00

Janvary 15, 1989"
MISCELLANEOUS FEES:
Banquet (non-participant) $40.00 per
Luncheons {participant) $15.00 per
Luncheons (non-participant)  $25.00 per

Piease check the kincheons you plan to aitend:
Wednesdoy Thursdioy Saturday

TOTAL REGISTRATION FEES:

LESS DISCOUNTS:
10% discount if pakd in full
by January 1, 1589
3% discount if paid in full
by March 15, 1989

LESS DEPOSIT;
(Minimum $100.00 required)

TOTAL: $___
PAYMENTS: Make check or M.O. payable to

"Coming Together", P.0.Box 367, Wayland, MA
01778

Visa, MasterCard (6% service charge)
Acct #

Exp.:

OUTREACH INSTITUTE SATURDAY PROGRAM
This it an independently sponsored program

with separote registration fees
Moming (non-participant) $35.00
Moming {Convention participant) $25.00
Al Day (non-participant) $75.00
All Day (Convention participant}  $55.00
Afternoon (Professionals oniy) $45.00

TOTAL: §

PAYMENTS: Make check or MO. payable & "Coming
Together”, P.O. Box 367, Wayland, MA 01778
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Outside Activities Programs
Sponsored by ETVC and Significant Other Support of N. CA.
Send your payment to: ETVC, P.O. Box 6486, San Francisco, CA 94101

Monday, April 3 Thursday, April 6

10-4:30 Shopper/Stopper Tour $30.00 10-3 $.0. Cultural Walking Tour $15.00
9.5 Wine Country Bus Tour  $65.00

7-9 Group Dinner $2¢.00 Friday, April 7
Tuesday, April 4 10-12 5.0. Cultural Tour $5.00
7pm-?  ETVC Sodial 15.00
9-12 "How To" Session A 10.00
volce, modeling, mannerisms, Saturday, April 8
and comportment
9-12 "How To" Session B 10.00 10-3 $.0. Shopping Tour $15.00
makeup, wardrobe, color
coordination end occessorizing Sunday, April G
1-4 Cable Car Tour $15.00
7-? Chinatown Dinner Tour  $35.00 2-5 ETVC "Show Time" $15.00
(This fee is for non-registrants oniy}
Wednesday, April 5
10-3 $.0. Cultural Tour $15.00

9:30pm-11 Talent Extravaganza

Special Programs

Presented by JoLynne ]
Send your payment to: JL. I Y C, NY 10011

Tuesday, April 4 Friday, April 7

4pm-6  Scarf Tying Workshop $10.00 10am-12 Scarf Tying workshop $10.00
Thursday, April 6

7pm-10 Healing Workshop $15.00





