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Male and female 
A BRA YE "Pfay for Today" on 

BBC television last week sent 
me back to Conundrum, Jan 

Morris's a·utobiographical account 
of her tra.nsition from James Mor-· 
ris,. journailist and Everest-climber, 
to her present fol.filled fema·le self_ 
The play-Even Solomon, by An~ 

drew Tayk>r - ::followed the same 
theme : a young trans-sexual bank 
clerk finally concluding that he had 
been born with the wrong sor·t of 
body and starting_ on t:?e long rnad 
to a new sexual 1dent1ty. -

Trans-sexuality · is a phenomenon 
which says something more profound 
about sexuality and gender than 
homosexuality, transv~tism or any 
of the other alternatives to hetero-

sexual orthodoxy. What the young 
man in the play said was the same as 
Jan · Morris said in Conundrum : that 
perfect male genitalia notwithstand
ing, the conviction of being a female 
trapped inside a male body was so 
strong, of such lo!1g overwhelming 
and inexplicable importance, that 
there could be no peace, no feeling 
of being a complete human bein~, 
until a change in identity had been 
made. . . 

James Morris first "knew" the mis
take at four years· old; and for the 
whole of his bo_yhood his daily pray
er was "Please God, let me be a girl." 
At that time he knew virtually> 
nothing of the .ptiysicad diitierences 
between the sexes; . he just knew his 
essential femaleness. "To me," he 
wrote as Jan Morris many years la:te~, 
"gender is n<>t physical at a~l • .. . lt is 
soul, perhaps, it is talent, 1t 1s taste, 

'- . 

it is environment .. . inner music, it 
is .the spring in one's step or an ex
change of glances, it is more truly 
life and love than any combination of 
genitals, ovaries and hormones. It is 
the essentialne8s of oneself." 

He joined the Army, he married 
and fathered five children, he climbed 
Everest with Hillary and Tensing, and 
roamed the world as one of the best
known aod - most-respected foreign 
correspondents; but it was not until · 
he had his male organs removed' in 
middle-age that ·he at last felt truly 
himself. 

Trans-sexuality isi an extreme of 
sexual ambiguity quite different from 
hom-OSexuality; and it is further 
evidence that the •human race is not, 
a:nd never could be, neatly divided 
into two distinct sexes. Our maleness 
and .femaleness operate on too many 
levels, asi the medical ohapter in the 
Gloocester Report on homosexuality 
makes clear. Only the biological facts 
of chrom<>5omes. hormones and 
genita.lia can be classified hy the out
side ·observer - and they . c<>1ne in 
many different combinations. Yet no 
one can deny that er<>tic orientation 
and preference a·re something else 

. again and mi.gilt have no a-pparent 
connection with •biology, as with the 
sexu.al cha:racteristics of personaJlity. 

The older I get the more I find that 
the moot interesting; ·rewa:rdin·g and 
creative people are not those w.ho are 
extremely male or extremely female. 
The wholly . masculine, beer-drinking 
sports fiend, on.Jy happy "\Wien prop
ping up a har with the boys or ira-ping 
his women (in fact or .fantasy), is as 
much a bore as the sex-object w<>man 
with no yearnings beyond domestic 
subservience. T!he man who is really 
attractive to women (as most romantic 
novels make clear) is the masculine 
man with the strong strea·k of tender 
vulnerability. Would Rhett Butler 
(Clairk Gable or n<>t) ever have been 
the romantic. ·hero he was if he had 
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it · seems: 
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not sprawled sobbing on Melanie's 
knee? 

But to come back to real li-fe: it is 
the combination of masculine tough
ness and feminine sensitivity whidl 
produces interesting personalities in _ 
both men and women. I am 001 talk
ing a·bout old women of b<>th sexes, 
nor about whining an<I .fawning in
fa11ts of ail ages and both gendas. I 
am taHting about OOlllllltl and mamre 
men who are not a:tiraUl to ~ve ceio 
to the sensitive a.ad emotional side of 
their persooalities; and wuneo:· who, 
while remaining entirely· feminine in 
maoocr ama behaviour, haw a 
breadth of interest aod a. mascotille 
toiigh.ness of aJ)J)roaCh to the prac
ticad: problems Of: life. 

M<>5t of the best clergy that I know 
have a strong femiti.ine streak, whloh 
probably accounts for the embarras
sing number of women who tend to 
fall in love with them. And any 
woman who, to me, would make an 
acceptable priest would have to have 
that quality of mind which I keep 
calling toughness and wruoh I find 

. hard to define <>ther ·than as ail in
sistence upon getting at the fac~. on 
making decisions and taking risks. 

Such a C-Ombination af character
istics has a divine precedent. Jesus 
was a man with all the tender feminine 
attributes of sympathy, gentleness and 
compassion. So equaHy divided does 
his pe.rsonality seem betwoecn the 
masculine and the ··feminine that it 
suggests that it is somewhere near the 
midldle of the gender spectrum that 
true wholeness lies. 


