


About ten minutes later. she ) el led from downstairs. "We 're going now. 
Barbie. You better stay away from my clothes. You ha\e plenty of pretty 
things of your own. You be a good girl or I'll tell Mom about this little 
episode!" 1"11cy lcn the house and I hea rd the car start up and pull away. 

So that ,-.as he1 game. ch? Blackmail! She had me in her clutches. I now 
had to sweat it out until she got home and confronted me for real. 

I didn't hm,e to wait long. She came back home alone, about half an hour 
later. She came right upstairs and knocked on my door. I shecpi,rhly 
opened it 

"I neatly had a heart attack over you 1" she said. angrily ·'Abby thought.she 
had seem someone run around the house when we pulled up and we thought 
it was burglar! Then we sec my old Barbie dolls in the li\ing room and this 
girl sitting behind the tree in the back yard I kind of figured it out by then 
and h·ied to get them to leave again. but they had to see who was sitting in 
the back yard. l didn ·t say anything because I thought you were going to 
look ridiculous. but you pulled it off. They thought you were my sister!" 

'Tm sorry. I won't do it again. I promise! .lust don't tell Mom and Dad!'" 

"Don·t \'.Orry. I won"t If you want to dress up like a girl. that"s your 
business Just take care of my clothes. okay? No more sitting in the dir1 
behind trees:· 

·'Don't WOil), I'll never dress up again. l swear." 

"Sure. And what do I tell my friends when they want to invite Barbie to go 
out with us?" 

We both smiled. 

Did 1 mention how much I IO\'C my sister? 
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ARE WE REALLY ANY DIFFERENT? 
Hands off Washington has pursued its mission with care and dedication At 
its very beginning. the organization decided to offer a place of support for 
diverse groups represented by lhe gay. lesbian. and bisexual people to. 
This means that for the lesbian. gay, bisexual. and transgendcred. The 
""isdom of this \Ole for inclusion is ....,ritten in a success sto1y shared by all 
the peoples of Washing1on- the defeat of nttempts to deny equality among 
our citi,ens. 

I am particularly pleased that the I lands Off Washington included 
transgcndered people in its mission almost from the beginning. While the 
reasonableness of inclusion seemed obvious 10 me. I had to recognize the 
legitimacy of a primary question. Why should gay. lesbian. and bisexual 
people include transgendered people in a common struggle for justice? 

The first answer to this is education. Transgendered people in Washington 
State do not enjoy the sarne protec1ions aga111st discrimination as other 
citizens. Just as lesbian. gay. and bisexual people face discrimination and 
attack. so do transgendered people. This simple fact is devastating in its 
effect; none of these groups receive lhe equal treatrncnt under the law that 
other citi,ens receive. A transgcndered person can be fired for nothing 
more than being transgendered. 

For transgendered individuals the di rficultics onen begin at the time they 
start to face the sense of who they are and what this 111cans in terms of their 
interaction with others. A sometimes confusmg reality about being 
tra.nsgendered is that it means dealing ""ith personal identity and self a bit 
differently than gay. lesbian, and bisexual people to. 'l11is means that for 
the h ansgendcred person the central question is not about who one partner, 
with or ""'ho one is with. sexually, but rather it is about the internal sense of 
sclr and identity and how to bring that sense or self into the world. or 
course. all people struggle with this kind of internal identity at times. 
transgendered people have no monopoly on that! But the main point is that 
for a transgendered person this struggle is the c:entral one. 

Incidentally, this does not mean that h-ru1sgendercd people are not sexual. it 
just means that for them the issue of personal identity must come first. 
ahead of any discoveries about who one is attracted to or how one will 
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