






DHAIII T AS.StJMPTIONS ... or "The llillr Tip,nn Phennmen<1n " 

b) Ja,;on C-mmwcll 

'71,,, ,, .. n •Ml"5t ,,,,,1 ,, \4tH rru ntl, p11hl1thtd ,n ' ,n,,-TnlA r,,, 1 ra,ni,ntl.rr < nmmun&h· \'rtt'f A 
/,.fr,rmttflon \f1,nth/1 7 hr urllrl� 11 ho!Pd nn a popr1 prp,enttd ut thf' Soutltn-n Cnmfr,r1 

( ,.,.,.,nrllnn 11, ,,,,.,,,., II h,re ,..,,h thf' 011/hnr", perm,rnnn I /\s an anthropologist I am 
interec;tcd in hO\\ ITM,; arc pcrcc1,cd by soc1c1, "hat I ,;cc happening 1s 
\\ hat Douglac; llofc;tacdcr calls "dcfaull assumptions" In a I 982 article in 
.\oen1,fu lmrricnn. he defines "defaull assumptions" as something that holds 
true in the "c;1mplcst or most natural or most likch poc;siblc model" concerning 
an, particular 1op1c or sub1cct He goe!; on to c;lalc "the cnt,cal thmg about 
default ac;c;umpltonc; 1c; that thC\ arc made automattcalh not as a result of 
cons,dcration or climinat,on" 
To c;omc degree or another. we all make default assumpt,onc; For example. a 
19111 Seattle nc"spapcr headline rcadc; "Police officer filcc; complaint against 
cO-\\Orkcr Sc, harac;c;mcnt case ,molvcs two men " W11hout thmkmg about 
11 moc;t of uc; ac;c;umc 1h1c; case involves a female officer and two maJc officers 
rhc fire;! paragraph of the I'o.�t-/nte!l,Rencer article states "/\ federal pohcc 
officer in Kc,port hac; filed a d1scnmma11on complaint accusing a fcllo,, 
officer of c;c,ual harac;c;ment Both arc men " It 1c; not surpncang that '"c make 
the ac;c;umpt1011 that c;c,ual harassment cases ,mohc females being haras<;ed 
i,. make; h<x·m1c;c this is \\ hat ,s moc;t familiar to uc; 

No\\ I'd like to prm idc c;omc examplcc; clovr to home A couple of "eeks ago 
,\h1lc nipping channclc; I caught a c;tand-up comic's act m,d,\ay through her 
wutinc Unfortunate!\ I did not catch her name but I did catch something 
rclC'\anl 10 ITMs i eading up to her punch lmc she talked ahout the 
d11Tercncec; t-cl\,ccn men and women Then c;hc c;a1d "There'c; one thing men 
do that '"omen don't Men change ,;ex I mean. has anvbody here m the 
audience C\er heard of \\Omen becoming men"l" The audience agreed the
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had nC\ er heard of thic; Then she dehvercd her punch hnc "Do you kno'" 
\\ h, ,,omen don't become men? Because 11 \\Ould be a demotion " While 
1hcrc arc c;c, eral th111gc; going on here. I want lo focus on t\\O of them First. 
although 11 1c; c;uppoc;cd 10 be a 1okc and humorouc;, it clearly points out our 
1m 1c;ih1hh (I'll come hack lo th1c; later) Second. 11 1s a default assumption that 
fcmalcc; do not tx:comc men Related to th1c; arc three other default 
ac;c;umpt,onc; ( I )  Fcmalec; become men onh 10 take ad\'antagc of male 
pn-.ilcgec;, (2) depending on the author's pcrSpcctl\'C. females quit assuming 
male 1dcn1,11cs m the m1d-ninctccnth or m1d•I\\Ct1t1cth ccntuncs. and. (1) 

fcmalcc; c;an't tx:comc men 
I'll 1lluc;trale this default ac;c;umpt,onc; , 13 comments made to the press by the 
dmxtor of the I <><n mo, ic / he /ial/11tf of /,111/e .lo Maggie Greenwald states 
··1 c;turnhlrd upon c;ome 111format1on ahout the real Ltlllc lo Monihan /.�1c/. 
ahout \\horn almoc.t nothinv. 1c. knO\rn cxccpl that c;hc II\Cd ac; a man and 
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noboci) had tl1sco,crcd the truth ahout her until she d1cd " The ddault 
as,;umptton here ,s that the lruth 1s Monaghan ,,as female and thus rcalh a 
\\Oman <.irccm\ald \I\ 1dh rC\cals her default assumptions \\hen she 
concludes 111 the interv1c\\ "Women d1sc0\'Cr thcmschcs -- and lh1s 1s so 
much a part of feminism -- that thC) don't ha,c 10 be fake men. to be strong, 10 
be powerful Jo becomes a ,,oman. not a man She passes through a pha� to 
survive. ulumalcl) 10 be a \\Oman " NO\\ let me gel 1h1s nght Monaghan 
lived as a man. no one knen othcrn1se unul death. but "ult1ma1cly" \\3S a 
woman 

Another default assump11on is - as Greenwald states -- "It \\0uld onl) be 
c,trcmc incidents that would make a \\Oman decide lo h,c her ltfc as a man " 
These "extreme 111c1dents" always involve soc10-cconom1c explanation In the 
case of Monaghan. an out-of-\\cdlock child was born and Monaghan was 
disowned b) famtl) According 10 one male movie rC\ ,ewer. Stefan Ulstcm 
"With no fanuly to depend on. Josephine (note the use of Joscplunc 111Mcau of 
L111le Joi. had to find c11her a husband or a pimp Instead she decided to pass 
for a man and hve on the edge of Western soc1cl\ " For those of us familiar 
"1th telC\ 1s1on's Dr Q111n11. \led1c,ne II omnn "ho 1s not marncd. and not a 
pros111ute. the producers ob\ 1ousl) forgot that a \\Oman m the Old West had 
hmllcd choices 

One article accompan) mg a review of I 11tle Jo 1s headlined "Women pos111g 
as men pursued better opportunities " Quoted 111 this an,clc 1s Julie 
Whcclwnght .  author of Amazons and A/1/lfary Almds, \\ho states. "Very often I 
was a pallcrn of women m the working-class occupations who would take on 
male attnbutcs for further their careers " Gomg back to Dr Qllinn. Medwne 
II oman for a moment I find II mtercsung that Dr Qumn 1s clear!)' a feminine 
woman m a  male occupauon I don't know 1f the 1clcv1s1on sho" ,s hased on 
any real person. but I do know that many females pursued so-called male 
careers without changing their sex I call this default assumption "the Billy 
Tipton phenomenon" The same article c,en uses Tipton as an example of 
career opportumsm when author Lmda Lee S3)S, "In 1989. when Billy Tipton 
died m Spokane. Washington. it was revealed that the American JU./ p1an1s1 
and saxophonist -- who had mamcd and "as the father of three adopted 
children - was in fact a \\Oman She apparcnll) tx:gan appcanng as a man to 
improve her chances of success as a mus1c1an " 

Another default assumption 1s that females cannot be men Concerning U1lly 
Tipton and others. Lee states "One look usuall) c,;om mces these people \\Crc 
quite clear!) ,,omen • Yet no one in Btll) l 1pton's hfc knc,\ him as .i 

an)thmg but a man /\hla,s like in the hcadl 111c mcnt,oncd above. fcm,tlcs 
whu ll\'C as men arc cons1ucrcd 10 be "pos111g" or hvmg "a charade" or 
"mac;qucrad111g" as a man In other \\Ord<. \\C arc not taken !>CflOu<,I) F'<LUSCS 
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