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I Want What I Want
directed by John Dexter
lately at the Cherokee Theater * :

Diary of a Transsexual
by Lyn Raskin :
Olympia Press, New York, 1971 . .

Transsexuals are persons wha undergo radical
surgery to have their.own sex organs removed and re-

placed by:fatsimiles of the organs of the »op'posi:g'e' sex.
Christine Jotgensen was the first and still most famious

transsexual, Mates have been p(oi/_idedﬁwith vagirias. -
formed from the skin of their penises; and-women have

been endowed with penises of theirown. While trans- = ) bECO C 18 ]
wood, who looks gbout as much like a male as Marlene
- Dietrich. Don’Yimaginé, Dear Viewer, that this sym-

sexuals:may hrave begun manifesting their distaste for
their sexual indentity by wearing thé clothes usually

worn by the othet sex; they must be:carefully dis:* =

" Pontia¢; Volk

tinguished from transvestites, whose protest does not
involve surgical change.

 Transsexuals have been demanding a voice in the
decisions taken at Gay Liberation meetings, presumably
on the grounds that by demonstrating the possibility
for a person of one sex to take on the physical char-
.acteristics of,th‘e'othér, they have done more than any
other group to challenge traditional stereotypes about
sexual identity. Yet if Lyn Raskin’s Diary of a Trans-
sexual and the movie / Want What I Want accurately
reflect'the motivation’s and goals of transsexuals, then

- they have as much place in movements for sexual or any

other kind of liberation as John and Martha Mitchell.
To surrender one sexual identity because one yearns to
behave like some standard glamor-magazine caricature
of the other, as'both works record admiringly, is the
“sort of false freedom our society already burdens us

-+ “with overmuch:the freedom to choose Nixon, Hum-
S e p'hl'rey. or Wallage;lg'.:rjl_i's_,l.e‘ad us for four years, the free-
- “dom té-pollute-the atmosphere in a Ford, Chrysler,

en, Jaguar, or any of a hundred other

“choices.”

S Want Wh LIWant is a model of shabby dis-

honesty-even inan industry not noted for its candor o

+ dlear sighted appraisal of human diversity. So as not to
.-shock 'the spectator’s sensibilities, the man who wants

‘to becomie 4 womiin is played by an’actress, Anne Hey-

pathetic fellow; Roy, who likes to dress in women’s
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