
(or i~ it Miss?) 

HE IS No. 1 in the charts and 
they . call him the Ge n de r 
Bender. 

He is the sensational singer 
~ho looks like a girl, sounds 
like a fella and behaves like 
something strangely in b~tween . 

. So w heri George O'Dowd fronts 
his group Cultur~ Club on tonight's 
Top 01' Th' Pops you can be for
given if you are confused. 

' Is this pretbilly-painted creature with 
flirty long lashes pouting over the 
microphone actually a bloke ? 

" I couldn't care less if people think · 
I'm a girl," George, 21, says with a 

giggle. 
" I suppose I am 

actually bi-sexual. Or 
multi-sexual - because. 
there's a lo·t to discover 
in life. y'know~ 

"But to clear up any 
I doubts 1 call myself Boy 

George on my recorJ." 

Disc 

And it is George's rich 
tuneful voice and not his 
freaky appearance that 
has carried his disc Do 
You Really Want to Hurt 
Me to the top of the 
charts. 

" I get tans of both 
sexes," G e o r g e says. 
"Actually I get more 
girls after me than the 
four straight guys in my 
band put togeth!,". 

"I could pull them all 
if I wanted to, but at 
present I am not in
terested in se){ at all. 

"I'm working so hard 
at mv career that I'm too 
exhausted by the lime I 
fall into bed for any of 
that. I lost my virginity 
with a girl when I was 
16. but sex has never been 
an obsession with me. 
It's just like ea tin~ a bag 
of crisps. Quite nice, but 
nothing marvellous. Sex 
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is not simply black a.nd 
white. There's a lot of 
grey. 

"You can think what 
you like about me. I'm 
not bothered." 

George's c 1 o s e - kn i t 
Irish Catholic fomily 
now living in South-East 
Lorn.don, are not Dothered 
ei•ther. 

He is third of five sons, 
has a younger sister, and 
the whole fa m i 1 y is 
pleased and proud of his 
success. But younger 
brother Gerald, 19, an 
.amateur boxer who 
works on a building site, 
admits that his mates 
often tease him aboLft 
George's sJ.range appear
ance· 

He says: "Thev see 
him on Top Of The Pops 
and say, • Your brother 's 
bent. He's a poof, Isn't 
he?' 

"I just say, 'That's 
right. What of it?•" 

Haircut 
The brothers could not 

1 o o k more difierent. 
Gerald is well-muscled 
and clean-cut, with a 
sq uaddie's sho.rt-back
and-sides haircut. 

Geo rge sits beside him 
in white Dracula make
up, slashed with blood
red lipstick. 

Their mother, Dina, is 
43 a.nd, unlike her per
fectly painted son never 
wears make-up. ' -

She says: " People do 
nudge each other and 
make awf\u,l comments 
when they see him. 
'Doesn't he look like a 
girl ? • they say to me. 

"My answer is- alwayS; 
'Yes. I'll bet a lot of girls 
would like to loo)< as 
good as George does.' 

"But I don't thhruk he 

ls homosexural. Anywa·y, 
who he chooses to sleep 
with iJS his busin~ss. 

"He has always been 
such a loving son. He 
phones me every day and 
he visits us every week
end. 

"When his dad had a 
heart attack he was so 

.busy I . didn't tell him 
until his dad was out of 
intensive care. 

"He cried: 'You should 
not have done that 
mum.'., 

George believes he may 
pave inherited his love -
of dressing up fro111 his 
dad, 48-year-old Gerald. 

Sharp 

He says: " When Dad 
was my age he was ap
parently a pretty sharp 
dresser. 

"He had a hu11:e quit! 
arnd liked pink shirts. But 
he used to moan at 
me about what I wore. 

" Mum used lo say to 
him: 'Do something, Dad 
-you can't let George 
leave the house like that.' 

" And dad would roll 
his eyes to heaven and 
hide behind his news
paper. 

"Now I think I am 
really clo·se to both my 
mum and dad. 

" They know that un
derneath all this make-up 
and the clothes I am 
pretty normal. Well , I 
think 1 am. 

"For instance, my 
favourite telly show is 
Coronation ~ltrect and I 
love Hilda Ogden. 

"My music isn't strange · 
either - just ordinary 
romantic stuff. In fact, 
I'd be thrmed if Petula 
Clawk decided to record 
one of them." 

And you can't get any 
straighteT than that. Boy George and boxer brother Ger~ld • 


