
Leather Scene 
by Caln Berlinger 

Combating racism mearu 
be<:oming a part of the commu
nity and fighting our battles 
from within. What happens 
when any of those doors seem 
slammed shut. Men Of 
Discipline, a leather BDSM fra
~emity, was 'accused of doing 
JUSt that. I had the privilege of 
speaking with MOD D.C. ' 
founding member, Lt. Colonel 
Ron Meshanko, on the alleged 
racist policies of MOD. 

MOD DC ( MODSF) is an 
al.temative BDSM fraternity for 
gay men serious about the· 
~eather/unifonn lifestyle, bridg
mg the OLD and NEW guard, 
attracting lhose interested i.n 
BDSM ipto the leather trib~. 
Enforcing the di<;cjpline; of SM 
& Leathersex, expanding limits, 
control, dominance--submis
sion,. authority, rules, puni 5h
ment, etc. We are also talking 
about behavior patterns, the 
way a person acts, the millliler 
in which a person conducts 
himself 

CB: Is MOD racist? 
~~: MOD haey had the stigma 

of bemg a neo-Nazi group 
because of ow military disci
pline and uniforms. OuT maga
zine did a story about MOD in 
1996 that made references to us 
as being "neo-Nazi" i.n appear
ance. We are totally dedicated 
to inclusivity and have people 
of color and Jewish members, 
one of our founders was Puerto 
Rican. Recruits are observed to 
see that they respect everyone 
regardless of sex, age, creed, 
and race. We do not accept , 
m~~rs who manifest any dis
cmrun.atory behaviors or who 
adhere to ideologies that dis
criminate against others. 

CB: Does MOD feel unfairly 
challenged as a group because 
of this image? 

RM: Many Gay men discrimi· 
nate agai.Nt women, and het
erosexuals as much as POC. 
MOD has been very active in 
coalition bu.ilding with various 
groups in the leather tribe to be 
more inclwionary of everyone. 

MOD.have to go the extra .mile 
to disprove unfair rumors lev
eled against us. Our uniforms 
draw attention tQ us. We have 
the responsibility to ensure that 
we preSEflt an image that is true 
to the nussion and purpose of 
the fratenu ty. 

CB: Whatare'you doing in 
the way of outreach into the 
communities? 

RM: 1:hl5 p~t year we accept
ed our fust African-American 
.member and our first traMgen
dered male member. We've had 
public demos in which women 
~aveparHc.ipated. The problem 
1s public misconception and 
ignorance, prejudice and 
bigotry, homophobia and 
SMphobia. Two female Blade 
title holders marched with us at 
NYC Gay Pride in l 996. Jill 
Carter flogged me on p Street in 
DuponrCircle during BHT's • 
leather carnival, and still the 
rumon; fly! 

CB: Will MOD be the catalyst 
to flushing out racists in the 
community? 

RM: I have told at least three 
men that MOD would not 
accept their applications 
because they told me they were 
glad we did not have any Black 
IJU!mbers (at the time), honi.
fied, I informed them that th.i.s 
was against our Codes of 
Discipline. 
. Unfortunately, some people 

like to hold on to their ideas, 
they WANT us to be a certain 
way and we ate adamant in 
stating "no!" We have received 
many disparaging comments 
from leather men/fraternities 
for associating with women. It 
is an awkward position to be in, 
particularly when a man that l 
lust after, and discriminatory 
comments come from him 
changing that hist to disgust 

and sadness. We say we are one 
Leather Nation, ONE Leather 
Tribe, however:, the seeds of dis
crimination are firmly planted 
wit_hin each ot us. it takes time, 
reflection and action to boldly 
rna'kecharige. 
lliliiiiiigestions to 

THY CUP 
RUNNETH OVER 

Transgendered You.ths
Interview with Mercedes -bJ Lynnell 

. Stephani Loni 
"Your prejudice is not hurting 

~e. Your prejudice and your 
bigotry are hurting your nieces, 
yow nephews, your sons and 
yow daughters. They ate our 
futur_e, and they may be 
Tra.nsgendered." - Lyiu,ell 
Stephani (from tny pctforin'lnce 
piece, "No More Pretending.") 

It has always been my mis
sion to do my best to reach out 
to lransgendered youths. I 
remember when l was a teen
ager, I searched constantly to.r a 
role model. I fowid one, but she 
was a hansgendered prostitute, 
named Roxanne. Back in the 
'70s, the only tra.nsgendered 
women that were visible on the 
South Side were the girls on the 
street. Although it was difficult 
for me to relate to them, it 
helped to knO'W that I was not 
alone ill .my gender dsyphoria. 

I met Mercedes at the Unity 
Conference, i.n the ladies room. 
As we both touched up ow. 
make-up and lipstick, she felt 
self-conscious about her looks, 
and asked me did she look like 
a man. J told her no, that she 
was a beautiful woman, and 
asked her is she was she traru;
gendered. She said yes, I then 
came out to her as Inter!ex. Her 
mouth dropped, and she com
plimented me on my beauty. 
We talked awhile, and I told her 
about my mission as a Tram/ 
Inters~x Activist. To my dismay 
she 5a1d she has neva read 
BLACKU1'.'tS, and she wasn't 
awa1e of my column or lhe 
writing of HIV/ AIC6 activist, 

Sanford Gaylord. 1 found 
MerC'4!des very interesting, and 
asked her for an interview. She 
agreed. 

Mercedes is a 16-year-old 
transgendered teen. She says 
she has been aware that she is 
transgendered smce the age of 
13. "They (her family) didn't 
approve of it at first, now they 
are s~ar~g ~ approve of it. My 
coUSlll said smce I'm starting to 
look more and moie like a 
female, every time she sees me 
she would respect me and call 
me Mercedes. H Mercedes goes 
to . I asked 
her if the students at her :;c:hool 
accept ~er, she said, "Some boys 
mess with me, but after awhile l 
learned to ignore them Some of 
the people (at ) know 
me as Mercedes, My friends call 
me Mercedes." • 

Mercedes expressed an inter· 
est in taking female hormones. 
"It's hard for me to get consent 
(to take hor:mot1es) because I 
am a ward of the State. My 
guardian (her Aunt) doesn't 
want to give me co11.5ent to take 
honnones. The State won;t give 
me consent. There was a lady 
that came an,d talked to me and 
told me she could fight OCFS 
and get my coruentpapers 
signed. They might sign them 
when I finish therapy (psy
chotherapy) or I might have to 
wait until I'm 18. She (her 
guardian/aunt) says she prefers 
for me not to change into a 
female in front of the kids. 
There are a lot of kids in the 
house. All of them (the kids) ate 
starting to see me change slow
ly. MY little cousin said I look: 
pretty as a girl. It seems like the 
kids are starting to under.;tand 
it," Mercedes said. 

Tum to page 33 
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Take a Stan(i MAN 
Wru!t's up, readers. 

Thaditionally, June has been 
de$tgnated as Pride month. So, 
my Brothers this column is for 
us! When developing this col
umn a couple things have beel'I 
nJJ1ning rampant into my ron
sdousness. What are we doing 
for pride? What is true Man
hood? What's that all about? 

As I was pondering these 
questions driving into work on 
Lake Shore Drive, I waited in 
congestive traffic. As I waited, J 
decided to tum on the radio. 
As I was flipping chaMels, I 
recognized the familiar voice 
booming from the speaker. "In 
the News ... " the male voice 
quipped. It was Tom Joyner. . 
"What in hell is he talJdng 
about, now?" I questioned. 
Tom continued, "A gay husi
ness man from Boslon is mar
keting a Gay Beer .... H Tomaod 
his cohorts, Jaye Anthony 
Brown and Sybil Wilkes, broke 

TRANS from 28 
With so m.my orgaruzalions 

reaching out to LesBiGayn-an.,; 
teenagers, I asked Mercedes 
"Is it effective. Do Black 
teenagers realize there are a Jot 
of resolllt'eS available to 
ttiem?" She replied: "I really 
don't think they realize that, 
because it seems like they 
don't care. They try to make it 
sem\ like it's all about them, 
Out no one cares." 

Throughout the interview, 
Mercedes impressed me with 
her knowledge of self, and 
detemtlnatioo to be her true 
seU. I asked Mercedes what 
did she want to be when she 
grows up. "What I want to be 
when I grow up," she said, "i:; 

a ru.n-way Super Model, as a 
female or in PLAYBOY maga
zine. Nothing !leXUai, just pos
ing-of course alter the 

witfi Preston L. Sftuma~r 
_,._,.. ·$1:Q. • It 'Dt I G 

SmartMvue 
witfi an attituael 

out in laughter immediately 
and was tnppin'out regarding 
th.is little juicy tidbit of news. 

"Could you iINgine?" One 
of them added. 

"I guess it will be a LITE 
Beer!!" Sybil chuckles. "Can 
you imagine, Player? What i1 
you were REAL thirsty and this 
beer, thJS GAY beer was the 
d,eapest beer? What would 
you do? Would you go and 

. huy one?" Tom continuing hi$ 
laughter. 

"DAMN! l'U probably go and 
buy one! I'll just cover it up or 
better yet, I'll have to get 
MELVIN to go out and buy 
THOSE!* Jaye comments. (For 
those who may not know, 
Melvin is th.e Oamboyant gay 
nwe penonality on lhe Tom 
Joyner show m Friday 
mornings,) 

Their laughter and the sla~ 
ping of fives for a job well 
done, with ~ news commen
tary assaulted my soul. The 

surgery-I don't coruider 
myself traJ1Sgendered. I con• 
sider mysel.f a heterosexuaJ 
woman I want to be a youth 
advocate for t~nagers. There 
are a lot of teenagers that are 
scared to come out, or don't 
mow how to come out. I'd 
lib to be able to Lalk to them 
about it I'll tell trem to do 
what's best for them. Do what 
they think will make them . 
happy. My Aunt Juliana and 
her husband Nathan are good 
to me, and have been helpful 
in my coming out." 

With lhe spread of HIV & 
AIDS in the Black community, 
I asked Mercedes if she pra<'
tices safe sex, and she said yes. 
I then a.,ked if she think$ the 
majority of Black gay/trans 
teenagers are practicing safe 
sex. "Probably half practice 
safe seJo., the other half don't/ 

continued congratulations of 
one another cut my spirit like a 
knue!l You know the same peo
ple would be up in anns if 
someone made a aack like this 
about Black fol.ks or Black 
straight women!! Now, my 
anger esca.lates. Now, l really 
began to wonder. How many 
other Blaelc gay and bisexual 
males were listming to this 
nationally syndicated ahow, I 
thought to myself. Better yet, 
how may other Black folks 
agree with thls sentiment? My 
anger bubbles and rises lilce a 
pressure cooker, steaming • 
quickly out of control! • 

SO, What are you trying to 
say, Mr. Joyt1er? Gay men are 
not real men? Is that it? I hope 
someone will ma.Ice a all. Yeah, 
maybe another gay brother will 
call in to the radio show and 
read th.ese idiots; reclaim our 
collective dignity, I thoug)lt to 
myself. Gay and Bisexual 
brothers will not stand for this 

Mercedes said. •Some~)' they 
don't care-that it doesn't feel 
good with a condom on. What 
nfflis to be done is organiza
tions that help teenagers need 
to advertise more. I used to see 
advertisements on the bus and 
El; I don't see them anymore." 

More a.nd mo.rv 
LesBiGayTrans teenagers .ue 
coming out. Some don't know 
about the resources which are 
available to lhem. Like 
Me.rcedessaid, there aren't 
much advertisements that let 
the teenagers know th.at there 
are places they CAI\ go for help. 
Wt! all need to do moN to 
reach our gay I trans brothers 
and sisters. Before it's too late. 

Lymttlf Stq,Jinn1 is a 
Tmns/lntersa Activist. Email her 
at or visit 
http://members.no4.anntINTf.RSE. 
Xx 

invalidation. Someone must 
call and yell, "Yt>.lh. Tom: Why 
not a gay beer?!? While we're 
at it, why are you quesllQrux,g 
my Manhood? My Maleness?" 

I wait and I walt while sitting 
in congesred traffic fur that 
phone call. lTNeverCame In. 
The issue laded away a$ qulck· 
ly as the next song began. 
Soon, the traffic freed up a bit 
and I began to move. The dis
gruntled laughter served as an 
immediate remmder of how far 
we still n~d to go in many 
cooununibes regarding se.nsi
tivity to GLBT issues. A:; I con• 
tinued to venture down the 
freeway, it dawned on me that 
it was my responsibility to 
make that phone call! Why was 
I waiting on someone else to 
reclaim my own dignity? 

In order for any progress to 
be made regarding negative 
al!itudes and _perceptions, more 
gay and biscooial brothers of all 
persuasions (from femme to 
butch) must date to take a 
stand by becoming more visi
ble! However, it starts with just 
one person standing up for 
what is right. After all, isn't 
that what true MANHOOD 
should be all about? Taking 
care of your own business?!? 
When there are so many things 
going on concerrung African
American gay and bisexual 
men, we need to be at the fore
front regarding our business. 
Our hearth, lives, loves, and 
brotherhood. is our responsibiU· 
ty and we must take ownership 
of them. Ou.r challenge is to 
ahibit con,cientious pride all 
year long by standing up for 
our lives and spe<1king out. 
Take some satisfaction in the 
work that you are doing to 
make this a better coaunumty 
for all. Gay and bi5~ual 
PRIDE, when you come right 
do'WT\ to it, is only of value 
when it is put into action. After 
all, brother, isn't it about time 
to take a stand, for the true 
man you are? As a.Jways, Peace 
and love, Readers. Have a safe 
and productive pride month. 
Comments 1 Questions? Send 
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reflections 
JCeith <Boykin is 
on a spiriJ!!,al 
quest ;or 'Dl<ick 
lesbigays.J!is new 
book: has gone 
into a seco1nd 
printing. 
See page 10 
Photo by Patrick Robinson 

' 

youthspeak \. 
Mercedes i 
. youth at . 

breaking down the arrzers 
See page 28 

Photo by Lynnell Stephani .. 

Published by Lambda Publications, publishers of 
OUTLINES, NtGHTLINES, EN LA VIDA, OUT! GUIDE, 
CLOUT! AND TASTE , 

You can view BLACKLINES on the Web: 
http://www.suba.com/-outlines/ 




