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Changingperceptions 
about hate crimes
T h murder of Matth w hepard, a gay college 1-,ludenl in 

Wyoming la t y ar brought the i ue of vioJenc and 
aLtack again t gay, le~bian. bi c ual and Lran. gender peo

ple into main. u-eam national dis w. ion. uddenJy middle 
meri a kn what m mbcrs of tho c communilie. ha known 

~ r a I ng time. P pl ar b atcn. and ·ometime killed. 
be au or th ir e U0alily. 

Th FenwayCommuni1 Health Center c mpiles the static;tics 
of crim that arc hate m ti at d in Ma. achu ·n annual! . 
Tw caw tic in thi year'. rep rt are. tanJing. The first i!i, the 13 
percent incre in iolent attack in th mmonwealth. While 
th Fenway i • atlributing two murden. in part to ome hat or 
bia moli ati n - including the murder of Jl ton'· Rita Hester 
- n l en ugh e idence has been found to allow poli ·c lo do the 
. ame. But the number of report of atta k in which people . 
"have be n ki keel to th gr uncL beaten in the head wilh sleel 
pole.·. I· ·h d with bottle .. i. ri ing. That ev n on r th e 
attack can till happen today i. hameful. 

The numhe . are ri. ing in part be ause or the cooperation of 
lh B ton P lie" D partm nt and the le bian, 0 ay, bi. e ual and 
tran. gend r c mmunitie . That relationship has improved con-
iderably jn l than ad ade ago wh n acLi isl· \ ere p1ck-

ctin rea - I and accu ing nicer· f ga -ba hing. Peopl are 
mu h mor comfortable reporting hate crime to the police 
t a . 

1ctims of aua . no matter how minor, must ontinue to 
re rt them to police and t th F oway. Th repon. allow 

lice and rganizations th pportunity to keep watch on what 
happe and where it happen in Bo t n. Only then an they 

gin l add.re·· and diffu p blems. 
The econd tartJing tati. ti i the drop in the number of 

r port. filed, from 228 to 145, which Fenway official. attribute 
dire tly to th 3 per ent dr p in rep rt d in iden in : h ol. 
and U g . lL i. n I like! Lh e pla have bee m mu h 
more tolerant and safer in n' year' period. Rather, the money 
that paid for outreach program that target young people and 
ncourage th m to report incidcn ran ut in 1997. dv cme. 

arc . eking to re ·tore that mon y and the decision-maker<; who 
t k it aw y hould rethink that ut. 

LittJ an bed ne ab ut hate crimes unles they arc rep rted. 
And th c peration b tween the Bo. t n Police Department 
and th Fenway how . a bad ituation i improved when il i. 
e· ier to report tho e incid nts. 




