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when they selected me
as a model waitress

- suys yong cafe emplogee
* Yes, you can beautify

your complexion the
same way professional
models do with Black and
White Vanishing Cream.
It’s greaseless (can’t
cause blackheads), actu-
ally checks skin oiliness,
Make-up looks fresher,
skin feels softer.

““Was I thrilled when they selected
me as a model waitress! The camera
close-up test was a success, thanks
to Black and White Vanishing
Cream under my make-up. And
thanks, too, to the professional
model who told me to use it to hold
make-up on longer, fresher and
camera perfect.”
Bette Finley
New York, New York
Remove make-up with Black and White

Cleansing Cream. Also soften skin with
Black and White Cold Cream. 35¢ each.
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@ For foce powder that
clings like mist,
lipstick that stays
on and on,

look for the name
Black and White

howard’s MW PIRSONALITY GLANEY

Are Better!
Feel Better!

COST LESS!

Leatherette carrying
case. 2. ‘‘Specloth’, fog
proof lens cleaner. 3.
Replacement of lenses
broken within 1 year of
purchase date.

SATI/S.FACIQN GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK IN FULL WITHIN 10 DAY

3.95

Gold

G-45: DUKE BOP — Definitely
masculine, Zyvl frame Brown,
Black. In clear or tinted lenses.
Handsome value. Flattering.

G-52: BOUQUET BOP
leaf design. Smart. Gold frame.
Clear or tinted lenses. Black,
Brown, Pink pearl. New, lovely,

¥

-
. 495
G-14: LACE BOP-—Multi-colored

lace woven right in frame. Clear
or tinted lenses. In TPink or
clear ecrystal frame. Stunning,

G-70: DATE LOOK —Enchanting G-77: TOP EXECUTIVE: Light-
in Ladies’ Golden Metal Trim. weight. Plastic. Golden frame.
Brown shell, Metallic Bronze. In S0 masculine. Clear or tinted
clear or tinted lenses. Exciting. lenses. Brown or Black, New.

plate. De-
frame with
tinted lenses.

delight. 24-K Gold
signed . hold metal

135} plastic ends. (lear or

(N5

o

STYLES .
FOR 7
EVERYONE ) 595

95 G-74: T.V. GLAMOUR—Lami
i nated frame with broad stripes
G-40: HOLLYWOOD BOP—Bold of deep Red or

§‘ 9
B
SECRETARIAL BOPJ
New. Gold engraved type design.
Thin gold-plated bottoms. Brown,

Shell, Black, clear or tinted

e o e s s . e e e
e Cannot hurt your

Midnight Blue
frame. Gold plated thin bottoms. and frosted plastic: combina SAFE eyes. Approved by
Handsome. Black or brown. Clear tions. Clear or tinted lenses. SREGERVIT NN optical specialists.

Clear vision always.

|_FREE TRI L... Rush Your Order TODA

HOWARD TRESSES, dept. DR-20 (Please Print)
317 W. 125th St., New York 27, N. Y.

Please rush me the following Personality Glasses with your
full money-back guarantee if | am not satisfied within 10-days.

or tinted lenses. Low price,

SPECIAL LOW PRICE

nere: (1 671 [J G-70 [J G-40 [] G674 [] 6-76 ° I

—Femininely Write color(s) here: L s
G-76: SPOTL!(_;“Y with golden )
rich. - AIl plastié. 0" cut-out [J ! enclose full amount, you pay complete postage.
metal Arim, Lightwel o [ Send C.0.D. | will pay complete postage on arrival.

e bars. Brown shell 2_‘9
ar or tinted lenses

Name
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Backstage of the Flame Club, in New York, Phil Black gets his shoeg -
strapped by singer Myra Johnson, who has played many bills with him.

I LIVE IN

This top female impersonator

On the street, Phil says he never wears anything but men’s clothes, and, in
fact goes by unnoticed except to people who know him or his act personally.
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V\ultiple portrait shot done by Our World's Chuck
Stewart caught Phil Black in his fastidious preparation

TWO WORLDS .....

before he goes on any stage. Expensive looking gowns
are all made by him and hair-dos are always his idea.

sets the public right about its idea of his profession.

by Phil Black

show business. For almost 29 years people have

come to me unashamedly asking one question:
“Are you a man or a woman ?”’ Once and for all, let
me put it on the record, I am a man. There will still
be many who won’t believe it but that’s the truth
nevertheless. I have been a female impersonator
since I was 21. And I found it necessary to wear
women’s clothes because of my act. Thus I have

THIS August it was 29 years since I have been in

~~Tived in two worlds most of my life—the world of

the theatre as a woman, and my everyday life as a
man. But that has not changed my sex.

I still remember, how, purely by chance, I be-
came a female impersonator. It was in my home-
town, Pittsburgh, Pa., and Olive Burgoine had got
up an amateur show which featured a Hawaiian
scene with dancing hula-hula girls. At the last min-
ute one of the girls had to leave town and there
was no one to take her place. At the time many
people said I had a slim, girlish figure, and after a
little persuasion I agreed to do the part, saying I'd
burlesque it. I went out, bought me a wig and some
women’s jewelry and put on the costume. That night
nobody suspected who 1 really was and I turned out
to. be the hit of the show. In the audience was

S

Johnny Jones, called then the ‘“best cakewalker in
Pittsburgh.” He came backstage and asked me to
join his show. I did. And working during the day, as
a messenger at the University of Pittsburgh, I
danced at night for eight months. Being a novelty in
the area, I was an instant hit. When I won a con-
test at the ‘“Little Paris” on Wylie Avenue I de-
cided to-be an entertainer. I stayed at the ‘“Little
Paris” for two years, in the meanwhile giving up
my job as a messenger. Then I joined a road show
with Shufflin’ Along Sam from Alabama. In that
show was Baby Hines, Earl (Fatha) Hines' first
wife, and with her I did a specialty that became
real hot stuff. Playing around Washington, we soon
had a following, but I decided to go to Atlantic City.
There I played clubs like the “Purple Derby” for
years as the only Negro act in an all-white show
and developed my singing and dancing style. At that
time female impersonation was largely unknown as
an act and mine became more of a novelty. Yet I
had a fear of going to New York to hit the big time.
It was not until 1933 that Johnny Dancer talked
me into coming to New York and I started in
Greenwich Village playing the speakeasies like the
“Black Cat” and later Covan’s “Morocco Club’.

' {Continued on next page)
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'SILK BEAVER
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NO OTHER HAT LIKE IT

® BURT'S exclusive crown
ond brim dimensions.

ORDER
BY
MAIL
Size.
Calors; HATTERS
White [0 343 E 471h ST, CHICAGO
:«'i'uc!;,"gvcy 8 Minimum deposit $2
g:{gfray 8 I enclose i et
Ton [0 COD for balance plus postage.
gﬂ:dﬂ. Bvowng
. Brown
(CSreen 8 Nome ol o
Mrus
Powd Blve ) Addresse . _
Block ]
Midnite O Cives o Siow

styled on BROADWAY

WITH THAT

NARROW AA LOOK!

in all sizes

N 1595

KANGAROO SHOES

with WHITE stitching!

Men, get this keen new Broadway style and be the
envy of your friends! Notice the long, narrow double
AA look and the white stitching! High style, and
man you don’t know comfort until you wear these
GENUINE KANGAROO shoes! Now, you can have
featherwelght comfort with the wear of iron. Be the
man who sets the siyle in your nelghborhood. Mall
this coupon NOW! Also in brown kidskin.

mmmem® ORDER BY MAIL AND SAVE ™wwm=unmmma

MARKLERS, 1430 Broadway, Dept 110-M
New York 18, N. Y.

Rush me my keen '‘Broadway Styled” shoes.
Black [] Brown [ Size Width
Enclosed is 15.95 Send C.0.D.
You pay postage 1 will pay postage

MAME

ADDRESS

cITY STATE

Sold on money back guarantee
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Sizes: 9 to-17
10 to 20

898
Sizes: 38 t0. 46

9.98

Style No. 8022 — The
Paris pocket prize,a
dress for all occa-
sions. Necklace high
throat, long dolman
sleeves, wand waist,
and wondrous wide
skirt. Rayon gabardine
in red, green, navy,
grey.

Dept. 81-103

' On prepaid orders add 30¢ for postage and handling. You
save C.0.D. charges. If C.0.D. you pay price plus postage

and C.0.D. charges.

| Style No. | Size

| 8022

599 Broadway, New York 12, N. Y.

15t Calor Choice | 2nd Color Choice

(Print)
NAME

ADDRESS
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I LIVE IN TWO WORLDS—Continued

Long stems belong to impersonator Vicky

Surprise ending to Lynn’s
Lynn. He shares dressing room with Phil.

act shows him to bz a man.

“I played speakeasies for $12.50 and tips.”

® For some reason, many people
think of female impersonators,
not as just an act, but as homo-
sexuals. Because they put on
women’s gowns so that they can
best do their job, the public has
libeled many of them. That's un-
fair. Perhaps a lot of people don’t
know the history of female im-
personators in this country and
what they have contributed to
show business. At the beginning
of the century, there was the
great “Julian Eltinge who, by
himself, held down a complete
production at the Diamond Horse-
shoe. He even had a New York
theatre named after him. And

| “what about Karyl Norman, the

"YOUR

HOROSCOPE

AND YOUR

900 pages
Ll

25,000
Interpretations
.

#% A $4.50 Ivalue

TmX s ee S P s
Vital messages from the DREAM WORLD
and the STARS
Your Guide for Success everyday in the year.
o No. B-7: "'Your HOROSCOPE and your DREAMS."”

makes you the master of your fate. It's an encyclopedia

of over 25,000 interpretations with a detailed astrology sec- (i
problems @

tion. Instant help in solving many perplexing dail
: . such as cashing in on your capabilities
how to increase your fortune . . . make important decisions
uickly . . . how to guard yourself and family against acci-
ents ; How to WIN LOVE, Wealth, Honor, Success,
Fame, Friendship and contentment
like to know your chances for success i
have children or meet -your ideal mate . . . whether you'll
live to a ripe old age? This fine book gives you ihe
answers to these and many more vital life problems. Points
the . way to new success and happiness. Free 10-day
trial examination. Satistaction GUARANTEED or your mone
back. Bargain . . . (No. B-7) .......only $2.69 (Cash, C.0.D.)
HOWARD TRESSES, Dept. DR-20 317 W. 125th St., N.Y. 27 .

Right now, would you i
. whether you'll §

3 PROVED

INDIAN FORMULAS

FREE FOR ASTHM

Creole Fashion Plate, a petite,
talented guy who died recently.
There  haven’t been many top
Negroes in the business, but there
was a terrific guy called ‘“Thelma
the Great” who played the col-
ored circuit years ago. Back in
the 1930’s, female impersonation
seems to have died out. Some
states even passed laws against
it. But in the last five years, it

has come back, with places like
Joe’s Club in Chicago and Club
181'in New York. Finnochio’s in
San Francisco has been going
with those shows for the past 15
years without trouble, and with
great popularity. This is no plea
for the female impersonator. To
me it’s an act and people can take
it or leave it as they like. But
what strikes me funny is that no-
body imputes any sexual abnor-
mality to Judy Garland or any
female star who does an act in
men’s clothes, so why impute it
to us. It's true that, as in every
profession, there are a few cheap
acts that have hurt the business.
But I don’t think we should all be
judged by them. At the same time
if they want to be homos, that’s
their business. Who are we to
pass judgment on people’s sexual
preferences ?

I know for myself that I have
always been open and above
board in my work. I work to give
my patrons satisfaction. And I
let everybody know from the first
that I am a man. That's why T

If you suffer with attacks of Asthma and ‘choke
and gasp for breath, if restful sleep is difficult
because of the struggle to breathe, don't fail to
send at once to the Frontier Asthma Company for
a FREE trial of the FRONTIER ASTHMA
MEDICINE, a preparation for temporary symp-
tomatic relief of paroxysms of Bronchial Asthma.
No matter where you live or whether you have
faith in any medicine under the sun, send today
for this free trial. It will cost you nothing.
FRONTIER ASTHMA Co.  934-T FRONTIER BLDG.
462 NIAGARA ST. BuFFALO 1, N. Y.

By Indian Chemist who knows
1—JABONDI HERB JUICE Hair
Pomade for LONGER Halr.
2—WALNUT JUICE Hair Bfack-

ener for Youthful BLACK HAIR.
3—VITAMIN F Face Cream for a
LIGHTER and SMOOTHER

: Complexion.
Each article $1.25 Cash or $1.50
C.0.D.

INDIAN CHEMISTS  o%v265°%: “3cu.

At his well-kept Harlem home, Phil plans
and sews on machine he's had for years.

Phil’s
made home with him 18 yrs.

mother

Cora, has
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In his flowing evening gowns, Phil looks just like a woman, has fooled many

night-clubbers. In his act, he shows smooth legs that can easily be mistaken.

have always used my own name
and I never wear women'’s clothes
after I leave the stage. During my
act, I have developed a routine
with some dialog which I wrote.
It goes: “Probably some of you
are wondering if I'm so much of
a man why do I wear women’s
clothes ? This is my job. If I were
a plumber, I would wear overalls.
I wear women’s clothes because
I am a female impersonator. And,
I get paid.” That last line always
gets them. I use this speech,
which is much longer, especially
when I am bothered by the drunks
in the house. It never fails.

- Living in two worlds may sug-
gest all kinds of zig-zagging to
some people. But it is no trouble
to me. I keep my business
straight. My private life is nor-
mal, and I am very careful about
acquaintances. As a matter of
fact I have few friends. I don’t
join the many parties that take
place after clubs close and have
very little use for alcohol. I have
never been married, chiefly be-
cause of my mother. She has no
other means of support and has
been living with me for 18 years.
I love her dearly and had to take

care of her. I was engaged to a
little girl a long time ago but she
went to college to become a
teacher and I never saw her again.
Since then I have never been able
to find another girl friend.

Right now my real ambition is
to go to Europe and get that Con-
tinental stamp. I have found out
through letters that a lot of peo-
ple in Europe already know about
me through the “Funmakers
Dance” for female impersonators
(in fact for everybody) which we
give every Thanksgiving. So I
won’t exactly be a stranger. I
want to go to Paris, England.and
Scandinavia. Of course I want to
get some new gowns and contin-
ental routines. That may make
the difference in acceptance here
as a female impersonator. Not
that I haven’t had my share of
success in America. Every club
I have played has held me on
and on. At Covan’s I stayed for
five and a half years. I stayed at
the Mayfair on 125th Street in
Harlem for four. In fact many
people think I own the clubs
where I play. I stay so long. But
the time is coming when I'll want
my own club. END

more attractive, more
lustrous, more inviting
to touch...so soft,
so smooth, so easy
to manage.

ORiGINAL

AR vO

"A“g ‘3PLC“L

F 75 lso 15¢
Jar at- the priced °*°

DIXIE PEACH

The hair pomade used by more people than any other brand.

WITH THES-‘-
GREAT NEW HARLEM
STYLE SENSATIONS!
ACT NOW! ORDER
BY MAIL Topay:

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

OSTRICH WING

Style 1930 — Exclusive, new super-
simulated Ostrich skln wing tip.
Made in COMBINATIONS OF: tan
Ostrich with brown suede; blue
w2 Ostrich with gray suede. Also in:
all over tan Ostrich, all over
blue Ostrich.
Now ONLY $22.95
plus postage

> GENUINE
UNBORN CALF

Style 1911—Amazing, terrific, sensational—a
luxurious unborn calfskin shoe occlaimed by style
leaders. IN brown and white all-over unborn calf;
black and white oll-over unborn colf. ALSO in a
combination of unborn calf with brown alligator,
Valueofthe year.Now ONLY $22.95 plus postage.

GENUINE KANGAROO

Style 1810 — Genuine imported supple,
soft, Australian prime-grade kangaroo. L
Guaranteed to be the most comfortable I
shoes you have ever tried on, or your
money back. In brown, black. i

Now ONLY $18.95 plus postage

log
All new color cata

with -over fifty of the

' latest Harlem styles:

ODAY
NO OBLIGATION *® WRITE T

DAVINS

Harlem's Style Leader For Over 25 Years
145 WEST 125th STREET, NEW YORK CITY
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