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Dear Sisters,

The February meeting was held on the worst weather day of the ven r.

Atleast,so far! Single digits, 40 MPH winds. snow a falling and a blowine.
A great night for a meeting!I thought so. So did Janice j . Denise .,
Patty [, Holly -, Frances-. Jean - and guest Xurst and Collean .

The March meeting is going to have a representative from Revlon Wigs. The eight
who came to the February meeting have the first places in line for a wig fitting!!

I hope that is the reason for the madness shown by ventureing out. Or is it we now
-now who the tetesterone laiden real manly men types are? The more gentile types knew
enough to stay home!

I checked our attendance records and found we had to go back to Feb. 93 for the
same low turnout. Back then we had Joan. and Dana ., in attendance, they stayed
home this year to be replaced by Collean and Frances. Last year we had 12 at the Feb.
meeting. By this time last we were so used to wintry weather, it didn’'t slow us up so
much, I guess. Atleast most of us showed the good sense to wear pants suits, jeans,
etc. Collean heads the line for the wig adjustment!

It was a good business type of meeting. We got to go over the figures that Denise
has spent much time gathering. She has bean looking into the cost of staging an 'event'
A weekend long affair at the McKinley Inn. She broke the costs down in great detail.
It took a full typewritten page to list all of the costs involved. We discussed her
work for quite awhile. The bottom line on the cost was if we had ten attendees it
would come to 360 each, thirty would drop it to 285 each. It was decided that this was
to costly a venture for us to attempt. If anyone desires a copy of the figures, drop
Denise or myself a line and we'll send you a copy.

Let's see how many show up for the Niagra on the Lake weekend in late March.
wanice will have more on this elsewhere in the newsletter. There was great interest
‘shown in attending this event on Saturday April lst. The cost of just a "day pass"
will be about $35. (US). We have moved our meeting date to accommodate those wishing

t0 attend. {
Therefore let it be known the April meeting of the Belles is on the 8t}
g 1€ Pelles is on the 8th.
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Maybe we can subtitle April 1st as BUFFALO NITE OUT 111! It is time for one again,
I think. Janice should have more elsewhere, and a brochure was in your newsletter a
couple of months ago.

We broke up pretty early for us. half of the girls went out for dinner, drinks
and so forth, while the rest probably went straight home.

* * * * * * *

I was remiss last month in telling you the good news! Jackie and Yvette were
finally able to overcome some legal hurdles and were able to tie the knot on Dec 22nd.
They have bean the most active couple in our group. They seldom miss a meeting and
often bring their delightful daughter DeeDee along with them. We wish them all of
our best. May they have a long and happy life together! It would be so nice if more
of the wives would participate like Yvette in supporting her spouse!!

* * * * * * *

Elsewhere in this issue is a letter written to us from Michelle . She gives
an introduction to herself and thoughts on attending her first meeting, in December.
I can also tell you that she is a golfer. So Jean, Patty, Collean, Denise & myself
will have another player this summer.

Thankyou Michelle for taking the time to write down your thoughts. I sure hope
this will inspire some of the other sisters out there to put quill to paper on what-
ever subject they should choose.

* * * * *

Speaking of ideas., The thoughts and going on's of other groups like ourselves,
are available in the library. We now exchange newsletters with: Erie Sisters, Roch-
ester CD, Xpressions-Toronto, Sigma Nu Rho TRenton, En Femme-Minneapolis, Southern
Belle-Atlanta, Chi Tribune-Chicago, Tau Chi-Houston. %

Interesting reading. See Jean, our librarian, to check out items. We have a half
dozen video now. And a growing sortment of books, magazines, catalogs, etc..
* * * * *
I want to thank Frances-for a challenge gift she sent along with her renewal.
She doubled her dues, and issued a challenge to other sisters to do the same!! This was
especially touching, being Frances has never attended a meeting!! She is an original
member but works on Saturdays and hasn't bean able to attend! Thankyou, Frances)!!!!
* * = * B
We received a brochure recently from another local vendor, soliciting our bus-
iness. Called Queen Custom Shoes. They custom make ladies shoes to men's foot forms
in sizes 7-14. Their number is 1-800-42COMFY (4226639) or can be written to at:
Q.C.S. 735 Delaware Rd. #124, Buffalo, NY 14223. A video catalog is available for $10.
The have a half page ad in the latest edition of Femme Mirror pg. 65

* * * * *

While T am giving out plugs, I wish to let you know that Kathy the Tailor is back

in business. She has relocated to W. Seneca and can be reached at 827-5931. She is very

"alented friendly and discrete. I have bean very happy with her work for me in the past.

Last month T told a brief story about being pulled over by the police while dressed.
Buffalo Transition Support sent us a copy of their first newsletter and has a top ten
list of what to tell the officer to explain your mode of dress. Clip and attach to
your sun visor for quick reference in the future.

10.LIfe hasn't bean the same since menopause.

9. Funds have bean low since the circus left town.

8. On the way to a costume party as Princess Di.
- I'm blind, so only God knows what I'mwearing
. Doing community service as a midwife.

. Trying for lead-péft as Mrs. Doubfire in local play.

. Was runner up Miss Universe in body building. The steroids helped!

7
6
5
4, Spilled mino;idyl all over my face.
3
2. My mother dresses me funny.

1

. I'm a democrate and am hiding my adentity.
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I want to thank all of you sisters out there whom have bean so supportive of me

for the last couple of months. Your calls, cards, visits, flowers all mean't so much to
me!!! The care and concern shown by you will always be deeply felt and remembered.

The surgery went very well, and I am well on the way to complete recovery. Heck,
ten days after surgery, I went to the meeting and was dressed again, after two months
of coming in Drab. Before, Just the pressure of a pair of control top hose would start
the kidney pain. So one can get to thin!

Thanks, again for caring so. LOVE,

CEARLFACNSDEASR
BUFFALO BELLES-Revlon wig representative & Image/color consultant

MARCH 4
12-19 Atlanta Action-IFGE Convention Atlanta
31-4/2 Xpressions Spring Gala-NIagra on the Lake
APRIL 1 Saturday day trip to Xpressions, carpool from meeting site?
8 BUFFALO BELLES-Avon cosmetics representative at meeting

20-23 California Dreaming Burbank
20-23 Moonlight in Manhatten-NYC
MAY 6 BUFFALO BELLLES-regular meeting
}8:%1/ S PQW‘HE b3l fh% -Pegﬁléosl‘own Ma.
JUNE 3 BUFFALO BELLES-regular meeting
7-11 13th Be-All-Cincinnattie, OH. this year
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Back in September of 1992 we had six crossdressers at the first meeting
of NU PHI CHI (Buffale Belles). It is with & small bit of apprehension and
& great deal of exhilarstion that T ennounce the demise ¢f one of these first
members, James F - which was neted in the paper during February. This
demise was after a dbrief peried of time of expleratien (beth external and
internal) and educatien, A pertion of thie educatien was frem & pester,
nA1l I neec te know abeut 1life I learned frem STAR TREK" which included the
fellcwing amoung the fourteen truths:

Seek out new life and new civilizatiens,
Infinite diversity in infinite combinatiens (IDIC).
Even in eur ewn werld, sometimes we are aliens,
Having is net se plessing a thing as wanting;
it is net logical but it is eften true,
When going eut inte the Universe, remember,
"Boldly_go where ne men hes gene befcrel"”
Based upen yeur intefpretation T find these czn be pertinent in who we zre,
T know this wzs true in Jim's situstion in the pest #nd is true for me &t
present end will be for the future, That end the follewing, "There is a
gelexy of stars waiting eut there to be explored and they all can be eurs
if we only wish them te'", eee Engage
% RTINS R R ERC N T LIV R O g S A TR e

Back in ecur January newsletter we had a flyer to Xpress%?ns»lst annual
spring gala st the Pillar & Pest in Nisgara-en-the-Lake, 'Ig~addition te the
schecule weekend (3/31-L/2) it is pessible te attend Saturday (i/1) enly.
The cost iz {50 Canadian (about £35) and seme of the days events which in-
cludes venders, seminars, shepping expeditien in tewn, dinner and enter-
teinment, I wes teld the hespitelity suite can be used fer a changing reom.
There hze been some discussien sbout seme members car poeling there; if you
might be interested or wish further informetion please leave 2 messezge with
our new phone number end the best wey tc get back te you, I will be there.

e AR e b, T I L 519k o R AR e~ - 3 1. T

ng),3-2626" , .
As noted seversl times elsewhere we now have a veice mail bax phene

number which is 613-2626. We have the pessibility ef 1% minute greeting,
a 1 minute reply and 2 3 day retention peried.

P N L PRIV AR LT B 5 &) S
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My first Buffalo Belles meeting
by Michelle

e family and I moved to Buffalo about two years ago. In the
NYC area, where I lived previously, I knew of places for Michelle
to go. Bars where we girls could gather for some 'girl talk'. The
problem of men making advances was one I have no interest in!

With the move to Buffalo, Michelle could only come out while
I was away on business trips. I have become quite an expert on Up-
state New York regarding out of the way, easy access motels in
Rochester, Syracuse, Albany, Binghamton, Corning and Ithaca!

While on the foad Michelle gets to come out to go shopping, makeup
to try out, outfits to try out etc. But what I was really missing
was friends. Would there be a life for Michelle again? Or was she
basically going to be kept home almost like the woman of yesteryear ,
althgough”gratefully atleast not barefoot and pregnent!

One day in Rochester, with a few hours to kill, I decided to
scope out a thrift shop. After parking my car, I was walking to
the store and past bye an adult bookstore. I went in and found a
copy of Tapestry. And there I found Nu Phi Chi. Michelle wrote and
got a fast response from Denise and Kathy. I sent in my application
and was advised to contact Janice for an interview. I phoned Janice.
She was so pleasant and accommodating.What a wonderful gal. We had
We had a quick interview and Michelle was accepted. Was given the
date, time, and place of the next meeting in early December.

We could hardly contain our excitement but the day finally
came.The meeting started at 6 PM but Michelle was unable to get
started dressing until 5 and since it takes me over an hour to do
my make-up and can take longer to pick what outfit I am wearing!

I was lucky to make it by 7 PM. I had planned to park and race in,
but cold feet or in my case, cement feet were mine. I remained in
the car andenvisioned every calamity known to womanhood falling

on me. The police would arrest me, my wife, who doesn't know about
Michelle would be there, friends and other relatives also in their
waiting for Me!!! While sitting there fidgeting with my hands I
broke a nail. Ahh-the perfect excuse to leave. Back to the motel.
Fixed the nail. Touched up the make-up. Resolved to try again and
drove back to the meeting place. This time my courage was stronger

and in I went. As soon as entering, I bumped into Collean, whom I
did not read at all. She is so pretty and so thin (Envy, envy-

- 42 1
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(Michelle's letter cont.)

Epaia s ooa s

the prettiest clothes never go beyond 12/14. I'm so

I asked

jealous of

those who can wear them). Timidly, her if she knew where

the Nu Phi Chi meeting was. My feminine voice is, I think,

elent of Pavaratti's tenor and a dead give away. '"yes.

equiv-

your in the

right place" she said, and we introduced ourselves.

I then entered the meeting room and met the other girls. I

wasn't the o nly newcomer that night, as Nancy was making her first

appearance also., She is a great piano player. We compared notes on

our' impressions several times that night. Holly came by, what a

terrific gal. We did our best to cheer her up from some tough times

she is going through. reacquinted myself with Janice who explained

the ins and outs of a meeting to Nancy and I.

Conversations, some

brief and some long followed with Jean, Frances Jackie and his wife
and daughter- who had a great time giving out the gifts at the ex-

change. I met Joan.

"China Doll".

And that Patty, a reincarnation of a delicate

All to soon the meeting was over and it was time to go out
into the night; which by

I hadn't any

this time had produced 3" of new snow and

Lcy roads: boots-it wasn't snowing when I arrived,

So I tripped as daintly as possible to my car in my 3" heels.

Michelle was finally out in Buffalo! The only problem (other
than the snow) had bean what.I think is a problem many of we girls

share-overcoméng our own fear. If any of you who are reading this

are trapped on that square, I can only tell you from my own exper-

iences that this is a wonderful warm welcoming group. As Winston

If 1
can help anyone in that reagard, it would be my priveledge. Michelle

Churchill Once said "The only thing to fear, is fear itself”

It's LOVE...

I#'s a RELATIONSHIP. .

A g - 0

---when he helps you pick out clothes af

the store wear them

...when he asks you if sometimes he can

F

[

&/

*%*****ﬁ**ﬂ********ﬁiiﬁ

e300 303t S 3 3
3 *ﬁ**ﬁ****{*****%**%%ﬁ*ﬁ*****ﬁ***%***w*****%****i**%**#*%ﬂ*#ﬁ*#*%%%

It's ROMANCE...

MEETING WITH THE PHOTOGRAPHER

Tt wes sgreed that Teresa end myself would meet with the phetegrapher
in about feur heurs in front of the Welden bookstere &t the Bouleverd Mall,
Thet time span geve Terry md myself plenty of time te get reedy and maybe
hrve something to cet &t the food court before the photes,

In the time we were getting resCy Terry was nice enough to give me the
cheice snd oppurtunity to change my mind and be the one to have my picture
teken. This wes even efter our conversztien with Kathy where Terry was
given the specific instructions te find some duct tape and tape me up in
some closet, I thought this werning &nd instructiens was tetelly uncalled
for since it is well kmewn thet I zm noterieus cemera shy and nerveus about
geing eut in the general public,

Terry wanted to ezt after the photes so we left the house with sbeut 20
or so minutes to spare by the time we arrived at the mall, I decided on the
bookstereas the meeting place because I wanted o check out the Si-Fi section
and it was close to the food court if we decided to ezt,

The phetegrepher, Jemes McCoy, errived right on time, With that much
cemera equipment and trying te read his job assignment he wes easier te spet
then 8 cressdresser going te her first CD conventien, I caught Terry atten-
tiop in the bcokstore snd went eut to introduce myself end Terry.

Bis firsi statement while he wess sheking his heed end my hand end smiling
the whcle time was, "I love this jeb sometime’. e telked a few minutes sbeut
the phetos and I suggested we go into one of the women clothing store and teke
the photos there. I wes surprise when he s&id he wasn't sure if that weuld
work. I immediately told him thet Terry end myself would heve ne apprehension
or problems inte going inte any store, Jim's reply wes a clas:tic zvd the most
memorable of the occezsion, "I'm not telking ebout you twe girls, I'm sure you
weuldn't have any problems, I'm talking gbout myself", We finzlly decided he

i 3 } few photes and see
would go in one of the stores and inguire if ha could & few p
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SOME THOUGHTS ON ASSING

|

vou'¢ maxe ¢ terrible fooking woman. -
Hew mary transvestites.have heard that statement and

LN te themse ves, THRW true™?

Fpd- 18 7 %
He'y Mary °r arsvesites have neard that statement and
shought ic themsaives, If you only knew “?

On the ‘whcle | cuppoce you d have to say that most
-ransvesiites mMake neither attractive nor repulsive
cemales, they wouid be Jverage looking Just hke the
genuine fena’e population
b “while these ar2 a Tew facial types that weork on men but
not on women, anc & few facial types that ‘vork on woemen
bus not on men, by and large what 1s attractive n a
oman with a few secondary features aitered -- most
rotadly eyebrecws == 135 at4raciive on a man. This is not 1o
say that 2 particular Tacral type would be necessarily
unattractive on the opposite sex, just odd The fact s
that what maxkes & face attractive does so regardless of
the owner's sex, and conversely what makes 3 face
repulsive does sO regardless.
If you doubt me start examining faces of attractive men
and women, note the nature of their features and how
they relate 'o one another You will find that an
tractive face with only minor alterations wil) still be
_\(ractive wheiher on 2 woman or 3 man. As | saxd, you
wili also note that certan faces wark well on men and not
on somen and vice versa. A man could look like Richard
Boone and te considered ruggedly handsome but a weman
iy that face weuld be plain at best. And while Doris Day
w23 cute n her heyday, 3 man with her face would be
ca1d to appear doyish, not handsome Now, take Christinad
Ferrare's face there 1s no question that this 1s the face
of a very atiractive woman, but without makeup ard wiih
slightly heavier eyedrows and necx 1t is also the face of =

N

b by ——

-

handsome man This s not fo. isay It A5 adN
L androgyncus face it 1s not, for it 1s cieer.y @ilner
g while the nec< s

female or maie depending on its context
not specifically part of the face it 1s part of he faces
context. Thin necxs are associated with women because
of their usually lighter muscle mass A woman with 3
thick neck is often seen as appearing sorewhat
masculine.
As an aside, androgynous faces ysually are not
the face itself is not androgynous, but the context it s
put in makes 1t so the dress or hair style of the
individual, or the body iype, or both. Andregyny s 2
function of conflicting signals to ones expectations
Expectations are a cultural phenomenon
After you've studied this subject for & while anc come 1o
smilar conclusions to mine you may make an off Nand
fomment 4o the effect and the person o whom 1t was
directed will most likely look at you like you are nuts.
Most people are of the impression that what makes 2
wornan attractive is uniquely female and can never be s¢
for 3 man and so the converse is also true Expectations
So what does all this mean? you ask. It means one of iwe

That 1s

Buttate Bel/és

SH el ‘?f

things. One, it means that people will tend to accep!
things at face value which also means that a trshsvestite
should be able to pass if only as a plain woman i"ve
forgotten the second thing. Ohl If some one finds what he
or she thinks is woman is in fact a man that person
becomes disoriented dbecause their expectations have been
Yiclated, this violation brings forth a negative reaction 'a
most people though not in all, in some it awakens that
individuals curtosity. | suppose the greatest negative
reaction will come from the sexually nsecure person,
especially i they thought the person in questior was
sexually desirable. | think you can fill in the dlanks there
The reason | brought this up, and was thinking about the
subject at al) at the moment was 3 recent event | have
heard the opeming statement on several cccasiens and
thought the second thought. The event was that the other
day some real estate people were showing my

partment to some potentid) buyers, | Was gone =oe
they arr:ved. They happened o see 3 fe'w photcs of me n
érag, yet they dwdn't know 1t was me. They asked 1Tt
was my girifriend or wife The one fellow said, | saw
she cicture cf that womdn: she's very beautiful ” | savd,

Thank you' as 'f he were complimenting my taste and
gphetogreaphy 0f¢ course phélographs ere nol real hife and
they put the face Into 3 very different context. Still, the
.neigent reinforces my contention that keeping the face 1n
+he oroper context is key 0 passing

ancther situation occurrad even more recently when |
vent 1o an audition for a play and the part that | was
reading for was a transvestite murderess. When | was
cailed ‘o cet up the audition they said that it would be
hela‘L] 1f | came dressed and so | ¢id While waiting to be
seen  3sat and waited in the lodby of the theatre where
every actcr and aciress had to come to check The
lobby was small, more lke 3 walk=in closet, and so the
camouflage of distance was symply not there. | sat
quietly, studying the scene they'd given me. Seats
shuffled around and a couple of actresses ended up sitting
w0 the lobby as well. After a while | asked how long until |
would read, in my normal voice -- | have 3 rather deep
and resonant one -- and was told it would be a while and
so | caid that | was qoing to my car to get a change of
clothes so | could put them on after the audition. When |
got back not one bul several actresses told me that until |
had spoken they had thought | was a woman. | was a bit
surprised that | had fooled anyone considering | was seen
»n the harsh light of day, and | was quite naturally
fNattered The point here is that -- my surprise aside -~
unt:l | had altered the context by speaking | was taken for
what ¢ appeared to be, a woman Had | used a Teminine
counding voice | might not have revealed myself

So, where do most transvestites fail in attempting to
pass? Context. Wrong clothing for the place or time of
day Too much appérent makeup Exaggerated gesiures.

Transvestites often present themselves is caricatures of
women and not as women. Perhaps even the wrong place
Voice. If one 15 In an area where TVs are not unusuai one
is more likely to be spotted simply because pecple are
expecting to see them, whereas, if a transvestite goes 2
an area where no one thinks of seeing TVs then no one

be looking to see them and so the transvestite will more
easily pass. Halloween would not be a good day to try and
pass

Y



THOUGHTS ON PASSING .. cont7

Assuming that one has the makeup right, what does ¢ne ¢2
to croate the “right™ context? Hair is probibly one of the
most ymportant parts of context, the wrong haw style
whether it 1s your awn or 3 wig can de very Jarring and
while 3 genuine female might get by a man attempting to
pass predadly wouldn't. One should use wigs whieh
closely spproximate ones natural hair caior A blond wig
on 3 dark haired and complected ndividual leoks very
artincal and draws the kind of scruting that makes °t
Nard to pass. Hair style is also important, choose 3 style
that fits with your apparent age. | Say apparent age
Secause if you are say thirty-five but look tweonty -five
when dressed due tc makeup and other faclors use a
younger locking hair style; 17 you are unfortynate enough
to be thirty-five and look forty when dressed use a mora
mature hair style. While older women may try to wear
younger styles it only makes them look older Secause :t
accentuates thewr age rather than attenuating 1t while
you Can wear an oider style it fs not a goed ideaifor It tog
draws an unwanted kind of attention.

The neck may be one of the trickiest areas to deal with If
ke me you have dark hair you can use blick makaup to
ihin the appearance of the neck, but only for photograph; .
taken front on, otherwise 1t will look Ifke you have diac.
makeup on the sides of your neck. Careful diending of a
darker foundation with your standard faundat:on/>eard
cover on the neck can create the illusion 2f 3 :hinner
neck. Use a shade only shghtly darker for you con't wan:
to look Iike you never wash you neck. Blush appled on the
sides of the neck can alsc help. Taking estrogen w'il
naturally reduce the muscle mass throuch out the body
ncluding the neck, that and the subcutaneous layer of fit
1t causes to form are perhaps the two mest =

‘eminizing aspects autside of altering the personahty
'he change in the necx alone would Nave a remarkadle
effect cn the feminization of the face

Fina ly ciothes fimish off the context. Like your hawr , your
clethes shoula fit with your apparent age Clothes that
sre *co voung will draw unwanted scruting Also clothes
‘r37 ar2 oxcess've should be aveiced Too loud, too
tright toc short, toc long, too sheer all of these
shou'd be avoided n public Have fun with them at home
hut don't wear them n pubhe if you expect ta pass
Tastefu! fashionable clothing are what you should be
wearng By fashionable | ¢o not mean trendy Trendy
clothes tend to be extreme, and personally | find rather
unatlractive anyhow. By fashonable | mean classic,
and well made B8y shghtly

shghtly censervative,
concervative | mean that at least ene of the dimensions == )
cul, color, fit -- should be conservative If the fabr'c s p

bright then the cut should be conservative, If the faoric is

dark then it 1s OK to hike the hem up 1f you ve got the legs _
to carry 1t off '
Your clothes should alsa be selected to hide yeour bacy i
faults For example, | have broad shoulders and narrow

nps, this figure makes it impossible for me io wear

shinky knils. What does work for me are fitted uresses

with full skirts and padded shoulders. If you are tall,

don't wear vertical strges, wear dots or sclds ar
textured solids What applies to the genumne article (GG)

applies to the impostor. Fashion magazines or ibocks on
dressing for success will be more helpful than | can de

| spoke of giving myself away with my voice earlier |

used my normal vaice n that situatien because | cdidn't

think anyone was teking me for the genune article
(apparently | erred in judgment there) If you have a ceear‘.\ I
voice such as mine, one need not necessariiy raise the ¥ |
pitch to affect the femmnization of 1t, nstesd 1t 15 more
wmportant ta change the tane. A lighter tone, one with

less resonence makes the voice sound as if 't 1s pitched

higher than it is. Also there is a cultural bias that says

that women have “smaller” voices, that i1s theirs have

less body, less complex harmonics. Women also tend tc

use a different phrasing and vocabulary thin men, nearly

as different as the English and Americans in general
Adopting their language will go & long way- in helping ycu !
pass, either that or keep quiet €/7.-'<7 -
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