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a. woman 

b. lesbian 
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not know of 
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him to have The gay something the 
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who had lived 
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''He gave up 

everything, " 

they said. They 

were wrong. 
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was quick to 

proclaim Billy 

as a lesbian. 

They were 

wrong, too. 

Billy wasn't a 

lesbian, 

either. 

newspaper 

and television 
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didn't- that 

Billy Tipton 

was a man. 

Billy Tipton lived and died as a 
man. His life was not an 
imposture, and the notion that he 
was anything less than a man is a 
denial of everything that he was. 
Hands off! He's one of ours! 







IFGE receives the bulk of its operating income from such donations, with the remaining funds coming from profits of Tapestry and other publication sales. 
;Q:. ;Q:. ;Q:. ��� Despite rumors that the event was dead after last year's relatively low turnout ,  the SouthEastern Regional Conference has announced a full program of events and seminars for the "Southern Comfort" weekend in Atlanta, Ga. Among the workshop presenters and speakers will be IFGE chairman of the board Linda Buten, Creative Design Services owner /Renaissance co-founder /Cross-Talk associate editor JoAnn Roberts, noted sex reassignment surgeon Dr. Stanley Biber, Tri-Ess wives/partners director Linda Peacock, IFGE founder Merissa Sherrill Lynn, well-known vocal coach and musician Wendy Parker, and famed makeup artist Jim Bridges. Both the Congress of Transgender Organizations and the ad-hoc F-M National Network plan meetings during the weekend, as does the IFGE board of directors. Keynote speaker at the Saturday luncheon will be noted attorney Naomi Owen, well-known for her involvement in both Tri-Ess national and the Chi chapter of Tri-Ess. "Southern Comfort" will take place September 29 through October 3. Registration information 1s available by calling (404) 603-9426. 
+.+.+. The 19th annual "Fantasia Fair" the longest-running event in the gender community - ­has adopted a modular approac� to this year's program. "Fantasia Fair" ,  which offers ten days of en femme living m Provincetown, Mass., has structured basic packages for one of two five-day periods or the entire ten days, and added a series of optional programs during the event' s  run. The basic packages include such events as a fashion and beauty course, fashion , show, luncheon seminars, and the "Fan/Fair Follies" . Optional programs include voice and speech improvement, a couples workshop, developmental workshops on feelings and body _awareness, gender attitude, and intimacy. Additional seminars have been scheduled on the topics of the cultural diversity of gender and the sociological perceptions of gender. •Fantasia Fair" was founded in 1975 by the Human Outreach and Achievement Institute. They can be reached at (207) 621-0858. 
+.+.+. 

IGTA UPDATE: The Dictionary Project has shown an active sense of humor. In Desperanto (Gender Transient language) we have also terms in English which have similarity to those in the article New Term inology ? which appeared in Cross-Talk #42, except that we use them in half-seriousness. An example is "Hormone bomb", which is the GT /TS/TV /CD equivalent to PMT -­that moment when hormones take over and one can feel and see the foot going into one's mouth, but which one is powerless to do anything about other than open the mouth wider for the other foot. We did get the Hijara language for the dictionary. Hijara is the Asian Indian ancient guild of eunuch GTs; similarly named guilds throughout India and Pakistan (where they are called Khusra) have languages that we have similarly incorporated. Many thanks to Leone Neil of Transcare New Zealand for providing this information, which we were unable to obtain from either the group Khusra of Pakistan or our Indian agent in Delhi. I hope to go on a mission to Athens this summer, as Amnesty International has many needs of their own to address (such as conscientious objectors being abused) and Travesti is all but ignored by the rich, powerful and organized gay and lesbian community in Greece. While in Athens, I hope to make contact with the TS group to the north that was mentioned to me by Istanbul Civil Rights, to lay down escape lines for our sisters and brothers in the war zone over the border. I also intend to research the leads gained from the British museum on the deity Hermaphroditus. There is an area a few miles outside Athens which mentions that now called "minor" deity; it is supposed that it was the site of a tomb for an obscure writer of satirical plays by the same name. I believe that, while it is logical that a satirist might adopt the name, it is just as equally possible that this IS the grave of the original Hermaphroditus, but no excavation has ever been done. My project, as detective of local history and archaeology, is to explore for any and all evidence that might qualify such a dig. Perhaps, if I can trace a good reason for it, the British Museum might sponsor a dig or do their own. Meantime, IGTA is always in need of contributions to continue these human rights and historical missions. In the U.S., you can send contributions to International Gender Transient Affinity, c/o Creative Design Services, P.O. Box 61263, King of Prussia PA 19406. - - Phaedra Kelly 
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change we must take responsibility for it and take 
action . If we want to be able to walk the streets 
with our heads up, we must take responsibility for 
our treatment and change it .  No one is going to pay 
for research .to find out why we are the way we are 
for us. We must take responsibility for our own lives 
and affect change where it is needed. 
Who will be the Rosa Parks of our civil rights 
movement? Who will be the Martin Luther King? 
Who will become so bone weary that she will say 
enough is enough? Who will have a dream? Who 
will take responsibility? I don't  know who our Rosa 
Parks will be, I don't know who our Reverend King 
will be. I do know this: We must all be responsible 
for our own lives and we must live with the 
consequences of that fact. If you choose to do 
nothing about gaining acceptance for your lifestyle 
you'll have no one to blame but yourself for the 
situations you find yourself in . 
When you look at the wreckage of the Soviet 
Union you are looking at the · wreckage of a society 
that required that the individual abdicate personal 
responsibility to the state . When you give up 
personal responsibility you are staring disaster in 
the face . If we continue to abdicate personal 
responsibility for our lot the status quo will kill us 
by inches. Every moment stolen from us because of 
prejudice, every freedom taken by fascists is a 
small murder.  If we don't take responsibility we are 
letting ourselves be killed bit by bit . We may as well 
KYM B ER LE IGH 'S CLI PBOAR D ... continued 

since she is technically a crossdresser, but doesn't 
crossdress for sexual or erotic purposes -- is most 
likely part of the CD community, but not the other 
three. Technically speaking, transsexuals also 
belong to the TG community (at least, pre-SRS) 
and are, of course, a part of the TS community .  
Yet I really don't  belong to the TS  community, 
although some might erroneously place me there . 
And a she-male, although having some mutual 
characteristics, probably doesn' t  belong in the TS 
community, for many of the same reasons I don't  
belong there. And I haven't even sat down and 
figured out where Gender Transients fall among all 
the various communities .  It's obvious there is a GT 
community, but what overlap there is to the others 
I don't  yet know.  
As you can see, this gets very confusing, because 
the all-encompassing "gender community" is 
actually a catch-all term for all the various 
communities that share flexible gender identities a s  
a common ground. I t ' s  actually more complicated 
than my example of the residents of Oslo, Norway, 
because our communities aren't  simple subsets of 

commit suicide, except that action requires we take 
responsibility for our lives. 
Time to grow up, kids. 
I 'm not advocating having the label "transvestite" 
tattooed across one' s  forehead .  I'm not advocating 
walking up to perfect strangers and announcing, 
" I 'm Bill and I 'm a crossdresser . "  I am advocating 
honesty and openness. If someone asks, be honest . 
"Say Bill, are you a crossdresser?"  "Yes, I am."  A 
conversation will probably ensue. Share this part of 
you with mainstream friends. You need not tell all 
of them at once; start with those you think will 
most likely accept you for who you are . You'll be 
surprised. I was. All the " sweeps week" exposure has 
had an impact.  If we each take small personal steps 
we can affect change. 
Small personal steps will have more effect than all 
the marches ever can. Small personal steps will 
have more effect than all the grand rhetoric. 
Personal exposure to crossdressers can have an 
enormous impact. If someone finds out that a 
person that they've been friends with for years 
crossdresses what do you think is going to happen? 
Remember, I said friend . . .  not acquaintance, not 
co-worker .. . friend. That person will either reassess 
their friend or reassess (continued, next page) 

EDITORIAL COMMENTS? Write us at P .O .  Box 944 , 
Woodland H i l l s  CA 9 1 365,  fax us at (8 1 8) 347-4 1 90 ,  or send 
e-mai l  to " Kym R ich ards" through the  "Cross Con n ect ion "  

. BBS at  (8 1 8) 766-TVTS.  Letters received m ay be edited for 
l ength and c lar i ty .  

the whole; they are  actually interlocking subsets, 
all of which are subsets of the main "gender 
community", but with both unique criteria and 
criteria shared with one or more of the other subset 
communities, depending on the individual member 
of that subset. (If this is beginning to sound like a 
flashback, it 's because I remember all this from 
high school mathematics . )  
An individual, then, can be a member of a single 
subset community, or he/she can be a member of 
multiple subsets. But every member of every 
community has one unifying criterion: All are 
members of the main set, the larger "gender 
community" .  
So where I made my error was not  in condemning 
the "contact" magazines for misrepresenting our 
community.  It was in not clarifying that their true 
fault is in appearing to represent our entire 
community; they do not . . .  they represent only one 
of the many communities within our community . 
Now all I have to do is try to figure out how to 
rewrite the glossary section of our stylebook to 
make this clear . . .  
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entertainment-inspired crossdressing is taking hold 
in Middle American homes all across the nation, 
according to gossip columnist Liz Smith . The 
late-night CBS show T h e  Kids  in th e Hal l  is 
inspiring teenage boys to dress up in their mothers' 
or sisters '  clothes on Friday nights  and to stay home 
to watch the numerous crossdressing skits .  
Concludes Liz: "Mothers, don't  throw away those 
old gowns .  Your sons may need them." 

••• 
Funny, we didn't  hear about the soap Gen eral 
Hosp i ta l  starting such a trend back when 
Christopher Morley played killer cowboy Max and 
Max's  alter ego, sexy bar owner Sally .  But even 
though Morley is off the show, he has stayed with 
the female impersonation bit .  He is reportedly 
performing in a drag revue at L.A. 's  Queen Mary. 
Some would say that is a comedown from his 
$500-a-week gig at  La Cage Aux Folles. But Morley 
is said to be glad for the work; i t ' s  better than 
hustling burgers or other cuts of meat .  

••• 
Still more news from L.A. :  Luke Perry of B e verly 
Hi l l s  902 1 0  has moved back with drag queen 
Alexis Arquette . The pair even showed up at a posh 
studio dinner with Alexis in drag and Perry saying 
they are a "couple. "  The producers of the show are 
furious that Perry is risking his clean image . 

••• 
Drag queen Marc Hendley should worry about 
getting a clean image. 
The first thing he should do is get new publicity 
photos taken that don't  have the caption "Cook 
County Dept. of Corr . 9320454 ." 
Hendley created a persona of fictitious and 
temperamental soap star "Tricia Tucker" of A l l  My 
Ch i ldre n .  Then, posing as  both the president and 
secretary of a Las Vegas hotel he was staying in, he 
arranged for a free chartered jet flight to Chicago 
for Tucker, saying the hotel was trying to get rid of 
the actress because she was terrorizing the staff . 
After arriving in Chicago as  Tucker, he tooled 
around town in limos dressed as  a woman, telling 
the drivers to send the bills to ABC's Prim e Tim e 
L i ve .  The cops finally caught up with Hendley 
after a perceptive limo driver tipped them off . 
Hendley told police that he had used his disguise to 
sneak into the Academy Awards. 

••• 
Apparently, a clean image was what prompted 
Arista Records to deny the Jan e Pratt  Sh o w  
permission to play Whitney Houston' s  "I 'm Every 
Woman" so New York dragster Princess Diandra 

could lip-sync to the tune.  As Diandra said, "I guess 
they don't  want Whitney associated with anything 
homosexual . "  We wonder why? 

••• 
Some people would prefer death to a ssociation 
with homosexuals. J .  Edgar Hoover was one of 
those types of people . Some queers had their 
revenge on Hoover and his plot-mate Clyde Tolson 
during April ' s  March on Washington . 
While in the Congressional Cemetery for the 
dedication of a memorial to gay rights activist 
Harvey Milk, a couple of wags put a black dress, 
black panties, and a pair of white pumps on 
Hoover' s  grave . 
Ms. Sinclair is scandalized . White pumps indeed, 
and in April, no less ! 

• •• 
The delicate sensibilities of school officials in 
Knoxville, Iowa, were offended in May when Brett 
Martin showed up at his prom is a sequined dress, 
high heels ,  wig, and full makeup. They were so 
off ended that they had him arrested for criminal 
trespass even though he had purchased a ticket for 
himself and his date, Terry Massick (another boy) .  
Ms.  Sinclair hates to burst the bubble of all of her 
readers who longed to attend their high school 
proms in drag, but Martin ' s  excursion was not an 
exercise in self-fulfillment . Rather, Massick ' s  
original date -- a girl - - had canceled at the last 
minute, and he and Martin went together a s  a 
couple a s  a joke. Or at least they thought until 
school officials called the police . 
The case was dropped after the boys explained that 
they were not trying to ruin the prom for their 
classmates, and, in fact, most of their classmates 
were supportive of the crossdressing lark .  But Ms. 
Sinclair believes that the officials acted properly. 
She would have had him arrested when he first put 
his high-heeled foot on the gym floor, but not for 
trespassing . 
She has seen a photo of Martin in drag, and this 
certainly was a case for the fashion police. 

••• 
It is  so frustrating to law abiding citizens when 
miscreants are arrested for violating a fashion 
dictum and then are released back into society by 
lenient judges .  That is just what happened recently 
in Richmond, Va. ,  when a federal appeals court 
dropped the discrimination case against a fraternity 
at  George Mason University for staging an "ugly 
woman" skit that featured the frat boys done up in 
drag, some portraying racist and sexist parodies. 
After students protested, the school imposed 
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man's name on it along with the big "M" ? Why she 
even called her supervisor over to let her try to 
figure out the confused apparition standing before 
her? I've got two women on my hands who, despite 
overwhelming evidence to the contrary, still think 
I 'm a woman ! I wasn't using my "feminine" (if you 
want to call it that) voice ; all I wanted was a 
hacksaw! (So you aren't left hanging, I finally did 
convince them that I was a genuine XY person . . .  
since i t  seemed to be  a point of great concern for 
them.) 
It was after this incident that I really began 
thinking about masculinity and femininity in 
earnest. Why on earth do I get read as a "man in a 
dress" sometimes when I'm really trying to be 
perceived as a woman, and then when I'm not 
trying to be any gender I get tagged with very strong 
perceptions that I am a woman? What a puzzle ! 
There had to be candle somewhere in this dark 
room . . .  Hmmm, maybe I was trying to add 
something like "femininity" in an effort to be 
perceived as a woman. Yet, I soon found out that  I 
probably have greater success in being perceived as 
a woman when I'm not trying to "add" anything . I 'm 
sure most others of the male-to-female variety also 
believe that they have to add "femininity" in order 
to be perceived as a woman. I'm beginning to think 
that it' s very simple to be perceived as a woman -­
you don't add, you actually just subtract ! 
Well. Let' s  get into  how I arrived at this 
momentous conclusion. We need to look at what 
constitutes masculinity first . Keep in mind we're 
talking about a society that is male-dominant 
society .  In order to maintain a male-dominant 
society, it doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure 
out that . the male must construct a dominant role . 
J or hin1self. Get it? Masculinity is a totally artificial 
constru�t to c1rry out dominance .  ,-- on the other 
side of . the coin, in a female-dominated society the 
feminine dominant role would be an artificial · 
construct as weU and follow dose parallels to that 
of the male in our society. Since we know of both 
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male- and female-dominated societies, i t  just 
cannot be that the male-dominated variety is the 
"natural" scheme of things. In order to dominate in 
perpetuity, one must actively seek to dominate. 
When I think "masculinity" ,  another word comes to 
mind: "machismo" (ya gotta love the Spanish for 
that one) . O .K., so what if machismo describes a 
man with overexaggerated masculinity? . It 's a 
statement of what society seems to think 
masculinity is all about . 
The postulation of femininity I 'm now going to 
offer is that in our society femininity is the default 
human condition. Femininity is nothing more than 
a human behavior without the machismo. Most 
people can write a long list of behavior 
characteristics that they ascribe to masculine, and 
an equally long list of characteristics that they 
ascribe to feminine. And we've often heard it said 
that there is crossover in behavioral characteristics 
between men and women. In other words, a man 
can be caring and nurturing, but to do so he goes 
against the law of machismo; he must 
temporarily at least - - put the machismo away in 
order to express those behaviors classified as  
"feminine" ,  even though they are quite natural 
behaviors for all humans. Hmmm, is the candle 
lighting a little of the dark room now? Reflecting 
on my life, I remember several instances where I 
was told that I just didn't have machismo.  So I 
artificially constructed it. Picture now the ballsy, 
swaggering fighter pilot who also rides motorcycles 
at breakneck speed (ask my wife; she' s  been with 
me on a motorcycle at over 100 mph) . Remind you 
of Tom Cruise in the movie Top Gu n?  That 's  
machismo -- "I  feel the need for speed. "  (You can 
fill in your own picture of machismo here as well . )  
Now take away machismo and what do you have? A 
human being, which in our society roughly equates 
to "feminine" .  
So how do I get read a s  a woman? Quite simple, 
actually. First, I appear gender-neutral with no  
overt o r  strong gender clues (androgynous) . Then I 

RERCH OUER  2500 MEMBERS OF THE 
GENDER COMMUN ITY EUERY MONTH 

BY RDUERT I S I NG I N  

��@��0 i�lbl 
. . .  at a cost of less than one cent per subscriber 
per issue (depend ing on ad size and n u m ber of issues) . 

Cal l  Kym Richards for detai ls at (8 1 8) 776- 8503.  
















