ROMANTIC PAUPERS.

TWO PENNILESS WOMEN LIVE TOGETHER AS
MAN AND WIFE—THEIR STRANGE HISTORIES
—AN UNFORTUNATE GIRL.

In Jackson township, Monroe County, Penn.,
there appeared, in the Fall of 1867, & man and woman
styling themselves Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Yeraei Lobdell.
The woman was 18 or 19 years of age, and quito band-
gome. 'Fhe man was tall and gaunt, and at times acted
a8 if he were insane. They lived there in abject poverty
for some time, having no visible means of support, but
roaming about the country aund eating where and what
they could, and glecping in caves and barns.

At last they became a nuisance, and were twice
arrested aud lodged in Stroudsburg Jail. While thus
conflned, in the carly part of the present month, a letter
camo to a neighboring post-office addressed to Lucy Ann
Lobdell, and post-marked *‘Long Eddy, N.Y.” This,
with other suspicious circumstances, led the authorities
to believe that Joseph Isracl Lobdell was not a man, and
investigation proved that he was of the other sex, and
had success{ully concealed the fact for noarly
four yecaxs. The letter In question was. from
a person at Basket Station, N. Y., stating
that Lucy Anu Lobdell’s mother needed her support, and
thatshe should come to her at once. When the true sex
of the woman was ascertained, the “ wife’” stated that
her name was Ada Perry, and that she was the daughter
of Daniel Perry of South Abington, Plymouth County,
Mass. On learping thesc facts, the authorities of Monroe
County decided to take the women to Basket Station
and learn more about them. The two at first roefused to
go, but were finallyinduced to accompany the officer,
“Joe”” being furnished with woman's clothing.

On artiving at Basket Statlon, last week, the officers
were directed to the residence of old Mr. Lobaell, but
they failed to getrid of their charge there, as the old
people were helpless, living by charity, and Lucy re-
fused to stay with them. The women were consequently
brought back to the station, where it was ascertained
that they were runavway paupers frem the Delaware
County Poor-House, at ].')clhi, ‘whither they were taken.
The histories of these two women arc ve'y strange.

Apout filve yewrs ago, there was put eff of a traim one
night, at this etation, a mrl of about 17 years of age, who
gave her name to the depot agent as Ada Perry. Sho
was very handsome, but rather scantily dressed. Her
story was that she had run away from her beme in
Massachusetts a few months before with James Wright,
& young man, with whom slie had since lived in Jersc
City. The night before uer arrival at Baskct Station, this
man Bad descrted ber, and she had every reason te think
that ic bad gone away with anotber girl to Buffalo. 8he
was following him, when her money gave out, and the
conductor on the train would let her go no further. &he
refused to be sent back to her parents, and placed herself
in the poor-house a1t Delhi.

1w the peor-house at that time was Lucy Ann Lobdell,
or rather Luc¥ Ann Slater, as she had marricd a man
by the name of Slater about six years before. She was
32 years old when Ada Perry first mnet her, and netwith-
standing the bard iife she had lcd, was rather prepes-
sessing in appearance. Between b erand tho young girl
a singular attachment arese, and a fte reinaining in the
poor-housc about a. I};enr and a half, the two disappeared
one night, and nothing was heard of them until they
were brought back last week.

The history of Luey Ann Lobdellis equally singular.
Twenty-one years ago she was a young girl living with
her gareuts at Buslict Station, which 18 a settlcment
mostly composed of people engaged in Jumbering. She
was handsome, but posscsaed few, if any, of the charac-
teristics of her sex. Her tastes were masculinc, and
she bunted, fished, and worked in the woeds with the
men. She faa offers of mm‘rini;e from respectable lum-
bermen, but always rcfused. She finally married
Henry £later, a worthless fellow from Hancock.
For two yecars they lived together, when he
deserted bis wife, leaviug her with an infant two months
eld Soen after her husband lete her sho douned wen’s
apparel, and, leavm¥ her child in charge of lier parents,
followed the wild life of a hunter in the regiga, then a
dense forest, in the counties of Delawai'e Zx%({ Sullivan
in this 8tate, and Pike, Wayne and Susquehanna im Penn-
sylvania. For several ycars she roamed the hills and
valleys, and +wrote in tho mean time a history of
her life. She became known in the country as
the “Femalc ITunter of Long Eddy.” In her ‘‘listery”
she recounted lier adventures as a hunter and trapper,
and stated that in two years she had Xkilled tive bears, a
1arge nymber of deer, and 1uch small game, and had
trapped many of the fur-bearing animals of the region,
including mink, otter, and foxes. In180Dber mood sud-
denly changed, and sheagain assumed thc garh ef her
sex, end saddled hersclf upon the comwmuwmity, begging
{rom door to door, and finally beecoming an inmate of the
Alme-House of Delaware County. Hercthis singralar pex-
son remained until he and Ada Perry disappearcd to-
gether in 1867.

Mary Slater, the child that was born to Henry and
Lucy Ann Slater, was talken out of the poor-bousse about
the time her mother applied for admittance, and was

ylaced in the fainily of Daniel Fortman, at Tyler Hil),

Wayne County, Penn. There shie has since lived, clatming
no kin or fricnds but the family of Mr. Fortmau, On the
night of the 16th of July last, she was forcibly abducted
frow Mr. Fortman’s by a gang of fiends, and, after being
chloroformed, was thrown into the Delawarg
River to drown. She was rescued, however, by @
farmer living near, but she again disappeared, hnd
was not found for four days. 8o~ bad  lost
Ler mind by the fearful cvents of the nightthough which
she had passed, and had been wandering throngh the
wooQn nH that time. The cause of her attenmnted mucder
was lhier repented rejoction of degrading proposals made
to her by Thompson Keats, and a suit baving been com-
menced againgt him forslander and threates made againgt
the girl, in which she was to Le prineipal witness, he bod
her abducted and thrownin the river. At least strom:
suspicions exist against i, and he 18 now iu juil ay
Houeadale, Penn., awaiting trinl.  The girl bas not yet
recovered entirely froms the aboek aud the consequences
of ber wandciiugs




