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Riki Anne Wilchi s to Pr sent at Riki Anne Wilchins to Present at   
January MeetingJanuary Meeting  

  
By MirandaBy Miranda 

We are very fortunate to have one of the outstanding leaders 
of the transgender community to present at our next meeting.  
Riki Anne Wilchins is in Chicago for the weekend to promote 
her new book, Read My Lips: Sexual Subversion and the End 
of Gender.  According to the book blurb, Read My Lips will 
change the way you think about bodies, sex, and gender...  
yours and everyone else's.  It is a frontal assault on both the 
status quo in academic studies and the full spectrum of single-
issue identity problems.   
 
Combining the theoretical breakthroughs of Judith Butler's 
Gender Trouble and the performance revelations of Kate 
Bornstein's Gender Outlaw, Wilchins moves the dialogue to 
new level.  In a voice that is by turns outraged, outrageous, 
sad, and hilarious, the author weaves theory and personal 
experience into a compelling story of self-discovery.  She 
redefines what it means to be "gendered," both by the way she 
lives and the accessible theoretical narrative she constructs. 
 
For those of you who may not be familiar with Riki Wilchins 
background, she is one of the cofounders of Transexual 
Menace.  This direct action group has been instrumental in 
calling attention to discrimination and violence which affects 
our community (yes, crossdressers are part of the transgender 
community, and yes, crossdressers have been victims of bias 
and hate crimes).  Several of these direct actions 
have taken place in Chicago, with active 
participation of many Chi Chapter members.   
 
Riki is also one of the founders and currently 
Executive Director of GenderPAC, a "public 
advocacy coalition" dedicated to pursuing 
"gender, affectional and racial equality."  
GenderPAC's charter includes Congressional 
advocacy, combating hate crimes, community 
research, media relations, and community 
mobilization.  For the past two years, Riki has 
been one of the main organizers of National Transgender 
Lobby Days, which has brought these issues directly to our 
congressmen and senators.    
 
Before her presentation at our meeting, Riki will be appearing 
at the Pride Agenda Bookstore in Oak Park.  The Pride 
Agenda and It's Time, Illinois, the political action group for 
the Illinois transgender community, will be sponsoring a wine 
and cheese reception for Riki beginning at 3:00 p.m.   The 
bookstore is located at 1109 Westgate in Oak Park.  Westgate 
is one block south of the intersection of Lake St. and Harlem 
Ave.  You are all invited to meet Riki at the Pride Agenda, 
and then to be captivated by her brilliance once again at the 
Chi Chapter meeting.  Copies of Read My Lips  will be 
available for purchase and signing at the meeting. 
 

(Continued from page 2) Preside s PodiumPresidents Podium  
Speaking of next year.  Well actually by the time you read this 
it will be next year, or is it this year now? Well, this year we 
plan on having the Spring Fling on May 16th at the Holiday 
Inn. Anyone interested in being on the committee, please let 
one of the officers know at the Jan meeting. 
 

BBuddies????uddies???? 
The comedy, Bosom Buddies is back on TV in reruns. The 
show, starring Tom Hanks involves two buddies (Hence the 
name) who dress as women (Hence the name) so they can get a 
room in an all woman only hotel.  (Hence the comedy). It can 
be viewed on the TV Land cable network, nightly at 8pm. 
 
Of course, in the TV bis..(Take that anyway you want), there 
comes a time for reemergence of old shows...Lassie, has both 
old shows from the 60’s and new ones from the 80’s (Yes, 
Lassie was a crossdresser.), Luci, Newhart, even Mike hammer 
has a current 1997 show, a virtual copy of the earlier 80’s show. 
NOW, what the heck is she talking about, you say.  Well, FOX 
just previewed a new show, “Ask Harriet” which deals with a 
character, ala ‘Tootsie’.  I haven’t seen it yet but the trailers 
look VERY interesting.  I was lucky enough to get a promo 
write up from Fox along with a bio of it’s main star. Check 
inside. 
Svengoulie, (WCIU) recently had a Ed Wood special, he 
devoted more than 45 minutes on the movie Glen or Glenda...it 
was in good taste, it better be.....he knows me, we worked at the 
same radio station.......nuff said. 
 

SorrySorry 
I apologize to Kiki for inadvertainly leaving her 
November program review out of last months 
newsletter. I have included it in this issue.  Now 
give me back my super glue....... 
As for her column about the Ritz, well her Bozo 
puter gave out and she will have to wait till the 
next issue to get her column in here. 
Speaking of columns, Athena has started a 
‘gender’ computer column. All you need to 
know about CHIPS, BITS, BYTES, RAM, 

FLOPPIES, URL’s and etc.  
 

Help WantedHelp Wanted 
Norma and Joyce announced that they will be unable to handle 
the food for the meetings beginning in March. If anyone is 
interested in assisting in any area of food service at the 
meetings, please contact me (Denise). Kim has already 
volunteered and we will be bringing a supply of whatever is 
needed. 
I want to personally thank Norma and Joyce and Donna for 
their unselfish service to the chapter. 
 
Happy New year to all......... 
 
 
 
                                                                           Denise 














