
R'osie · wale and friend \ 
'plotted to poison man '· 1 

Ro und-the-world sailor Rosie hatched wh en "1'!iss Stamp, fo r. 
Swale, aged 31. and her friend. mer!y a merchant seaman 
wh o- h<id u ndergone a sex- became friends with :Mrs' 
change o Per at ion . Trarp,· Swaie. whn en:nt ual!Y left her 
St;imp. aged 45, po1sn:ied Tra- husband . Colin, anc( her two 
cey·s boyfriend lo k-e;;p him young childre n to lire with the 
out of the way. W:nc~esl cr sex-{;bange woman in 1918 tho , 
Crown Cou rt hea:d yesterday. j ury .heard. · ' "; 

T hey dosed 3 6 - y e a. r - o l d Oariier in 1978; .. :i\Ir Vincent I 
Southamnton doc'0: :;:;: :~.-"Vin- was. .:a~;;ed with intense s to-.' 
cent " ·ith cnis;r,e wr.ucn they rrta~ pams.. Mr Tithe ridge 
ext ract_e-0. from laburn.ar;:i seed.: , sa.LCL He haa suffered si milar 
the ;jury was to ld. He had been attacks sL-:ce 1970. He went to 
~li ss Stamr's live-in borfriend hospitai \\'hen the two , omen 
ioc 14 year~. it was al!eged. left • Sou ham pt on for Blyth 

Aft e:> r the poison p'lot the two Wooa, Farley Heath, r Guild­
women tried to get >1r -iocent fo rd. 
ga oled by pretending he had "The pains were not caused 
defier! ~ High Cou:r order not by illness. but by poisoning 
to intp:·fere or molest ::'rli s~ with cyiisine." ' Mr Tit heridge 
s:amp hy ~ending her a wreath said . "This poison was admi nis­
an 'i a me"age read ~n;:: "To tered not to kill him or cau~e 
my dNr wife. from Keith. " reai!y serious injury, but tn 

In fa ct the wreath had been ke<?p him out of the way.'' 
sent h,- the two women. said Both women deny adm ini:­
) l r r. ~~er Tttheridge. · tl;ring cytmne to 1 l r Vincent, 

The alleged poison plot wa.; - 1 The ca;;e contin ue5, 

, ....... A('Cl!SY.Jf: Round the w rid yachtswoman Rosie s_ w· le, I 
right, and her sex-cha1 ge friend T r acey Stamp. 

' .. ~ • • • 
g l y 0 p s n 

R0und-ih'e-world yachtswoman ; 
Ro~ie Swale r:a> given a nine· : 
n~onth su~µended prison se n- i 
tene:e yesterday aft_er . being I 
found guilty of poisoning a 1 

forme r boy friend of her sex- I 
change companion, Trace YI 
Stamp. 

The jll.l'y · at Winchester 
Crown Court was unat>le to 
reach a ,·errlict on the same 
~h ::i n~e ~.i gainst ~li :iS S a-qip . 
;1;_:1;><l · 45. .\ir Jusuce JfiL"~ael 

· Davies discharged ·the JUry 
from giving a v~rdi ct and said1 
tr.at the-pro.-;ecullon ··Nou.ld wantj 
to t:ons.icie:- the po&i.tion.. · \ 

There could well be a retrial, ! 
he said, and nothing should be\' 
p.rinteci or published which 
might prejudice or interfere 
wi th a :-etrial. 

>-fos Swale, :rged :ll. and Miss 
Stamp were conditiona lly_ dis· 
charged for U months aftel"i 
bein.g found guilty of perjur~ 
and attem:ii ti n~ to pervert the I 
i.:ourse of JUStl~e. ' 
- 'fh_e._prosecution had alleged \ 
that Miss Stamp';; former boy­
fr iend, Keith Vincent, was 
given ·,. cystine, which ,,· coi;nes . 
from:. the .. laburnu m ." tree. · I~1 

s en e gaol se tence 

was meant not to kU him. bu~.J 
to make him ill° and " keep hin11 
out of the way." 

Afte r yeste_rday's verdict Miss I 
Swale made a s tatement f rom 1 
he dock whic the judge asked\ 
shouia not be published. I 

The juJge said . he . thot:3ht . 
that any publication · of he r •· 
rema rks were not t o be con­
ducive to any fu rther' t r ial nf 
:\Iiss Stamp and could ·have ' 
grave effects. 1 

The prosecution had . alleged ,. 
· that .Mr Vin.cent, a former 
stevedore. was given the pois<m .

1
1 

in a pe_!}per pot and in gravy, 
l\liss Swale. it was said, gave \ 
him tae _poison in a. glass of 
milk , .. , '· ., • 

Th~ -juctgi ·;~~ d· -.r,~ls~ Sw~la r1 
that admini,stering poiSlln mus.t 
be regarded as ,a 'serious cffence1 
which would; normally ~warrant 
a prison sentenc~. · But. if e\'f. 
the.re "- was ~n·a-~~case '" ' hich \ 
warranted a ' suspended sen­
t~ce . it wa5',:jl~~' he said.. · 

T he j ury was told that ?.Ir 
Vincent had suffered fro m · 
~evrre stomach paim and 
vomltti g.- M-edic:it exami.ruttia.n 
shO\i·ed no c use, but the ' 
reason. · sa id the pro ecution. ' 
wa~ that he was . being given . 
the poison. \ j 

Both of the 'accused at first 
denied everythi~ to the p olice. j 
Miss Stamp admitted t hat she' 
knew haw to nrepare ~he ooison, ' 
it was alleged, because s!1e was : 
a \vitch and ·her gr:andrnother 
had told her. )liss Swal e la ter 
said that she alone had poisoned l 
Mr Vincent and sent Miss Stamp I 
a wreath as if it had come I 
from him. ·• 1 

The pros.ecutiori said tha·t this ! 
was not t rue and claimed that ! 
Miss Swale had made the con· 
fession te shlel and protect\ 
her fri end: The prosecution said 
that t he two · issued a High I 
Cot rt writ compla.lning that Mr 
Vincent was pestennithem_ He 

:::.Uflder to.ok· not .to.' d'o ' so-, and 
:they t heri arranged for a ~wreath 1 
. !O be sent t0:.Miss·Stamp·as if i 
rt had come -from , r Vincent! 

'· with ,the n:oject' of: getting him 
seµt .o pm>0n .... '' . . . . 


