
A SEX change opera­
tion brought an airline 
pilot down to earth 
with a bump, 

The operation was a · 
success, but the airline 
he worked for aaoked ' 
him. 

Now pllot Kenneth 
Utane, 39 - renamed 
Karen- la suing Eastern 
Alrl lnea In Chloaso for 
£2milllon. She atlosea 
sex discrimination and 
wants her £30.000·a· 
ye11r .Job back, 

Th• airline, who em­
ployed Karon for 12 
years, dlsmiHed her be· 

: ·cause she wa~ taken on 
aa a man and they 
feared &he might cause 

. problems returning as 

.a woman. 
Karen, a blonde div· 

orcee, was decorated ror 
bravery during the Viet• 
nam war, 

Alter her operation 
last year, she was de· 
clared fit to fly by the 
Federal Avlat1o:i Ad· 
mini stration, the gov· 
erning body of Amerl· 
can commercial lbing. 

She said: " I knew 
from ai> far baok ;n I 
can rememb&r that I 
was different." 


