
STALKED BY DEATH.

DISABLED HUNTER'S TERRIBLE
EXPERIENCE.

Eelpless en the Ledge of a Deep Abyss
with a Feroclous, but Sightless,
Panther Only a Few Feet Away--A.
Timely Rescue.

(Special Letter.)
On the ledge of a deep abyss, a fall

into which meant certain death, and
with escape rendered impossible be-
cause of injuries received in a fall, a
western hunter, while in search of big
game among the Black Hills, passed
an unpleasant hour with a ferocious
panther for company. "One day," he
said, "I left camp on my own hook
and wandered away for three or four
miles. After an hour or two a deer
broke cover in front of me and only
a pistol shot away. It was a fine
buck, and he walked into the open as
cool and unconcerned as if hunter
had never thirsted for his life. I ought
to have dropped him dead at that dis-
tance, but he fell at my fire, to get up
and limp away, and, believing him to
be wounded mortally, I followed at my
best pace. Of a sudden I found myself
talling, and, as I went down, I dropped
my gun to clutch at the nearest
branches. I went down twelve or fif-
teen feet over the edge of a ravine,
struck on my feet, and then plunged
forward and brought up on a ledge or
shelf about four feet wide by ten feet
long. The shelf overhung a depth so
black and dismal that I dared not
wonder how far down it was to the
tiny stream flowing over the rocks at
the bottom. The ravine was about 15
feet wide, and directly opposite to me,
in a mass of rocks, was an opening
which I knew at first glance to be the
,den of some wild animal. When I
,rallied a bit I found a wall fifteen or
'twenty feet high behind me, and as for
the ravine in front, I could not have
crossed or descended into it even had
I not been injured. I had just taken
in the situation when the sky grew
dark, the wind swept up the ravine
,with a long-drawn moan, and snow-
flakes whirled thickly around my
head.

"I was lying quiet and hoping the
pain I suffered from two broken ribs
would soon become easier, when I got
such a shock as nearly put my wits to
sleep again. Directly in front of me,
across the ravine, coming out of his
den with great dignity, appeared the
largest panther I" ever had seen. He
stood snuffing the air and looking full
at me. It was only a fair leap for
the beast across the ravine, and I ex-
pected him to make it at once and
attack me; but as the minutes passed
away and he still hesitated I began to
wonder over his action. He turned to
the left and trotted along over the
ground a distance of about twenty
feet. Then he wheeled and passed
the den by about the same distance the
other way. When he had gone over
this beat two or three times 1 discov-
ered what was the matter. There was
a white film over each eye, and he
could not have seen a tree in his path.
A blind panther out for exercise-
blind death trotting along in front of
me, so helpless that he could not
have made his eyes keep him from
starvation. Of a sudden there was an
alarm. The snow was falling more
thickly, but the beast was so near
that I could catch his every movement.
As the wind whirled up the ravine it
created an eddy, and from one of the
circles of this eddy he got my scent.
Stopping midway in his promenade, he
reared up and sniffed the air with sav-
age growls, and my heart beat so hard
it seemed as if he must surely hear it,
and follow the sound until his hot
breath was on my face. Sniff-snuff-
growl! To the right, to the left,
straight ahead. After a minute he lost
the scent, and then he stood stock still
and uttered continuous growls as he
waited to catch it again. The beast
seemed fearful of making the leap,but
at last his ferocity mastered him. Fix-
ing my position, he made the leap of
fifteen feet and landed only ten feet
away. But for the wind and the snow
the beast must have got my scent so
close at hand. There was such a
swirl that he was at fault, and he

SNIFF! SNUFF! GROWLI
did not walk along the ledge. On the
contrary, after about two minutes, he
leaped back across the ravine and dis-
appeared. It was snowing hard, and
soon I was completely hidden from
sight. This was my salvation again.
As the pain made me half uncon-
scious, a full grown female panther
and a half grown cub scrambled down
the rocks on the opposite side of the
ravine to the den of the blind beast.
Some taint of my presence must have
been in the air, even though so faint
that they could not locate me. They
snarled in anger and sniffed at the air,
and it seemed to me as if both looked
directly at me for several seconds. If
they did so I was so buried under the
snow that they failed to make out
what sort of an object I was. They

finally turned and dlsappcarea In the
cave, but were out of sight only a moe
ment. When they reappeared the
blind panther was with them, and the
three scrambled up the rocks and dis- i
appeared in the forest.

"I could not escape by the cliff or by
any other means as I could see and
had given up all hope when the end
of a I.trong bark rope with a noose in
it suddenly was let down in front of
my eyes. Peter, our Indian guide, had
discovered the panther den the day
before, and had come back on tshiy
day in hope of getting a shot. Indian
like, he had taken a close survey o:
things while waiting, and after a time
had discovered me on the shelf below.
Few men would have tried what Se
did. As soon as I had slipped the
noose over my shoulders '•~d drawvn
it tight he began pulling, and, though I
weighed fifteen pounds more than he
did, he finally succeeded in landing
me on the edge of the cliff. The rough
usage I received made me faint away,
and it was while I was unconscious
that the three panthers returned. As
they scrambled down the rocks and
stood for a moment the Indian fired
and killed the female. She dropped
dead in her tracks, and he fired again
and killed the cub. Then something
like a tragedy occurred. The blind
panther could have saved himself. In
fact, he did dash into the cave, but,

THE LEAP TO DEATH.

as if realizing that those he depended
on for food and drink were dead, and
that without them he must perish, he
reappeared, sniffed at their bodies,and
then with a scream in which there was
more lament than anger, he leaped
into the ravine, and vanished into the

darkness to be mashed to a pulp on
the rocks below."

RACED WITH A BEAR.

And the Sheriff Finally Found Refuge
in a Troe.

Among a party of New York sports-
men hunting recently around Eldred,
in the wilds of Sull.van county, was
Sheriff W. C. Baker of Queen's county,
who narrowly escaped with his life in
an encounter with a bear. The hunt-
ing party started a mother bear and
its cub, and as the bear went rushing
by Sheriff Baker he pumped the cub
full of lead, killing it almost instantly.
To his great surprise the mother bear
stopped instantly and went back to the
lifeless offspring, meanwhile keeping
an eye on the sheriff, who was patient-
ly awaiting developments. He had
not waited many seconds before he
was appraised of bruin's intentions.
After satisfying herself that the cub
was dead, bruin gave a vicious growl,
snapped her teeth, and made a break
through the brush for the now aston-
ished hunter. Then began a race for
life, in which the sheriff never for a

moment lost his presence of mind. He
knew the long lope of the bear would
soon run him down, and espying a sap-
ling too small for the bear to climb,
he gave a bound, caught the lower
branch and swung himself to a place
of safety. For a distance of about 100
yards he had felt the bear's hot breath.
Bruin rushed at the tree, but could
not climb it, and, to use the sheriff's
words, "sat down at the foot of the
tree and just raved." The sheriff then
grasped his gun, which he clung to
during the exciting race, coolly loaded
it, took careful aim and fired. The
bullet went straight to the bear's
heart, killing her instantly.-Philadel-
phia Record.

Strange Fountain.

A fountain of mercury is the most
interesting sight of a big exhibition
held in London, and it attracts large
crowds every day. Mercury, or quick
silver, is nearly fourteen times heavier
than water, and it must seem strange
to see flat irons and large chunks of
rock floating around upon its surface
in the lower basin. The mercury falls
in a constant shower of silver spray
from a basin seven foot above the one
in which these heavy objects are float-
ing, and it is raised back up into this
upper basin by an "endless chain,"
upon which are fastened twenty-eight
tiny buckets, which dip into the mer-
cury and carry it up one after the
other. The entire fountain is painted
black, and when it is lit up at night
the silver rain sparkling in the electric
light against a black background is
very pretty. Two and a half tons of
mercury, costing $2,970, is the amount
used in this remarkable fountain.

Letting Well Enough Alone.
From the Baltimore American.-

Bobbs-I see that a man has invented
a typewriter that you just sit down
and talk to and it writes out every-
thing you say. Dobbs-I guess I'll
keep mine. She doesn't write every-
thing I say, and I'm glad of it.

The stitch that was once so much
in vogue in the working of cardboard
mottoes is now revived for canvas
table covers.

FLOUSAM AND JITSAM OF LIlE.
THE FAST MAIL ON THE YUKON I

Both Uncle Sam's and Canada's mail
bags are still hauled back and forth t
through Alaska and the Klondike by
huskies, as the trained sleigh hauling c
dogs of the north are called. As will be I
seen from the accompanying picture, a
mail neigh has six huskies hauling it t
as a rule, and many a dreary mile they I
and their driver have to traverse c
through the frozen wilderness of the
Yukon so that: snowbound miners may

have their occasional news from the

rest of the world.

PERSONATED A MAN.

Startling Career of a Hungarian Count-

ess Who HIad Nina WYlves.

The instances where women have

donned male attire and acted the part
of the sterner sex are many. One of

the most remarkable of these is that of

the so-called .Count Sander Vay, of
Hungary. In August, 1897. this indi-

vidual married a teacher at Klogen-
furt. The newly married couple lived

for a time with the girl's father, an
inspector of forests in that village.

But the father-in-law found himself
constantly fleeced by the alleged count;

the references he gave were all bogus

and the inspector, convinced his son-
in-law was a swindler, put detectives
on his track. Then a series of ex-
traordinary revelations were made.

The count was no count, but a coun-
tess, the daughter of the late Count

Ladislas Vay, a general an imperial
chamberlain. Her name was Sarolta

Vay. She was born in 1856. Her moth-
er, married for nine years without oth-

er issue, knew that Count Ladislas had
waited long and anxiously for an heir,

and she feared to tell him that his first
born was only a girl. With the aid of
a nurse she concealed from him the
sex of the child, and as time passed

took all necessary precautions to con-
tinue the deception. Sarolta went into
knickerbockers and roundabouts at

the age of 5, played boys' games and
received a boy's education. When she
was 14 her father decided to send her
to a military school. To prevent this
her mother was forced to confess the

truth. The count, after a storm, swal-
lowed his chagrin, put the girl into

dresses and sent her to a female school.

Sarolta refused to be transformed. She
stole into trousers whenever she got a
chance, she ran away from school, she

begged her father to let her enter the
honored hussar regiment. When he

refused she swore to astonish the coun-

try as soon as she reached her major-

ity. And she kept her word. The day

she was 21 she resumed her male attire
and swung into the vortex of dissipa-

tion in Vienna, Pesth and Prague. She
associated with young men, who were

not in the secret, in all manly amnuse-

ments. She smoked, drank, gambled,

fought duels, got into debt and to ex-
tricate herself embezzled, stole and
forged on a grand scale. She likewise
I contracted no less than nine mock

marriages. All of her "wives" have
seemed to catch the contagion of her

own hallucination. Six of them live
in Vienna as divorced Countesses Vay.

INVENTIONS OF THE CENTURY

Genius Has Been Exceptionallly IliUsy
Durlrg the Past lHundred Years.

From Leslie's Weekly: A si5m1p
enumeration of the great inventions
of the century and the discoveries
made in the sciences of medicine, sur-
gery, chemistry, astronomy, biology,
and archaeology would he suffielent to
show that in these 100 years the hori-
zon of human thought and knowledge

has widened out so far that the circle
which bounded them hefore, seems a!-
most insignificant in the comparison.
Take, for example, the marvelous

changes made in methods of travel on
land and water by the use of steam and
electric motors. Up to the I)resent
century all the wit and ingenuity of

men exercised through all the ages
past had evolved nothing oetter for the
purposes of travel than the sailing ves-
sel by sea and the vehicle propelled by

horse power on land. No great ;i-

provement had been maue in these-
things in thousands of years. But this

century has witnessed the invention,

the swift development and the general
introduction of motive agents which
have almost annihilated time and
space and wrought changes of incon-

ceivable magnitude in society, indus-
try, commerce and national life. Equal-

ly far-reaching and revolutionary have
been the applications of electrical sci-
ence as seen in the telegraphic systems
knitting all the world together, the tel-
ephone, electric lighting, and, in these

latest days, wireless telegraphy. To

this century also must be credited a
vast extension of labor-saving machin-

ery, of which the sewing machine, the

reaper and the typewriter are promin-
ent examples. Perhaps the most grat-

Ifying feature of it all Is that the ad- p
vance in every departmen, of science c
and knowledge has inured so largely a
to the benefit and comfort of the peoe a
pie at large. Take as one simple in- d
stance the invention of the common a
match, now in such uuiver.al use, and i r
what an immnnse ;;tritle it w•ta from t
the old. steel, flint, a:nd tinder box, the
failure of which often nc,.,:ssitated an I
early morning call on ou;r neighbor to t
borrow a li•c, coal. to he laken homne
in aslhes on the hand, to rtart afresh
the family fire, which had dauring the t
night burned entirely out. It was but
a little thing, but what a world of
comfort and convenience was wrapped
up in it. We could not do without it 1
now, and wonder how our fathers man-
aged to live under such privation. So
in a thousand other things the com-
fort of the world has been greatly ad- t
vanced, and today tlire is to he found
in the homes of the great m;acs of the
people comforts and conventie, n.s,. and I
even luxuries, the thoug,.t of which
never entered the minds of our fore-
fathers. And who will not say that
for all this the world has been vastly I
improved, and the condition of its
people infinitely bettered?

A RUSSIAN XMAS GAME.

Doubtful, However if Ithe American Girl
Wonll Stlanl It.

In some parts of Russia a quaint
game is still played at Christmas time
which has much to do with the future
life of the participants. Some prnomi-
nent person in the village announces
that the annual merrymaking will be
held at his house. On the appointed
day the young men and women hasten
to his house. There are songs anil
games and dances, but they are simply
a Ipreludtl to the more importont bus-
iness of the day. When the time cames
the hostess leads all the girls into o:re
room, where they seat thenmselves on
the benches. Laughing and chatter-
ing they are each promptly munllied in
winding sheets by the hortess. The
head and hair and form are sclurely
covered, and when she has finished the
girls resemble papooses. The young
men draw lots and one by one they
enter the room where the mu!led girls
sit. Helpless so far as sight or touch
goes, the puzzled lover tries to locate
his favorite. Maybe she would help
him if her eyes were not hidden, but
she is as helpless as he. Finally he
chooses one, and then he may unveil
her. This is the critical moment, and
(tisappointment or rapture will be the
tesult of seeing her face. It is the law
of custom that the man shall marry
the girl he has selected, and if either
declines to, follow the plan a heavy fine
must be paid. Strange as it may ap-
pear, it is said that this matrimonial
lottery is productive of many happy
marriages.

An Italian Cify of Crimne.

The Italian city of Artena, situated
about 40 miles from Rome, is known
as the City of Crime. Ever since the
sixteenth century every criminal who
has escaped from prison or done his
time has emigrated to Artena, and to-
day practicably every inhabitant is a
criminal or the child of criminals.
Every family takes the law into its
own hands, and it is reported not a
day passes without many murders be-
ing committed in the streets. The
Italian authorities have now come to
look upon Artena as hopeless, and re-
mark that it is far better that crim-

THE GENERAL HOSPITAL AT JOHANNESBURG.

. 0

The accompanying illustration shows

the general hospital at Johannesburg,

a building which just at the present

time is crowded from bassment to roof
with wounded Honers. .Johannesburg

hospital is a larhie. handsome bluild-

ing, with well lail out grolunds sur-
rounding it and capable of accomnlmo-

inals should ki:l riminals than that

innocent prsoLns should be their vic-
tilms. It i. said that o( orne occasion
when 2. murder. had heen coilrlited

in th:rt city in on01 day, the fact was

report-dl in one of the Italian papers

in the follolring terms: "Since our

last issue (21 houirs bhefore there have

been 23 sld':n i t•aths in Artena."
And 1(o furtlhe notice of the murders
was taken or experteid.

(Old C '"of io 7 or Aer'rs.

It Is not alone the fine:y of dress

that calls for c.;::.. Old clothes are

harder to get. Tl'ttered gowns can
hardly be tmde

; 
r;, order. To merely

tear brand-rn w o:ces will not do. They
must be man It lo;ok as though worn
out Rubhtb.; a:;nd staining usually

produce the right effeot. The men get
over this difficulty in a way that wom-
eln will not usually resort to. The
actor assigned to the role of a tramp
does not hesitate to buy a real tramp's
suit. Washing and fumigation will
make it safe to wear. If then it looks
too clean he stains and smudlges It. But
1:; t a trees, with the sensitivnuess of

her sex. will not often put on rags like
that. She is prone to he fas!tdlous,
too, in using coe•nunles that have been
worn by other actresses.--Franklin
Pyles, in Ladiess' Home Journal.

SITTING UP IN THE EVENING.

Why the Small (ilrl Was Bitterly Dis-
appointed with It.

Everyone who has ever been a child
will recall that sense of injury en-
tailed by being sent to bed early--that
conviction that you are being deprived
of the most interesting lpart of the
whole lay, says the Cincinnati En-
quirer. There is really no knowing
what the elders are up to when once
they get the youngsters tucked up safe
in bed, but it stands to reason it must
be very interesting, or why would they
be in such a hurry to get the young-
sters out of the way? With some chil-
dren this amounts to more than mere
feeling. It was a little girl of the lat-
ter sort who begged so hard to sit up
just for once that her mother one even-
ing not long ago said that she might.
How the little girl's eyes danced at the
prospect of all the wonderful things
she would see for herself upon this,
her tirst occasion of "sitting up." How
commiseratingly she regarded the oth-
cr children, who were as usual packed
off to bed at an early hour. Sie seated
herself in her small chair and eagerly
awaited devclolpnlnts. But imagine
her surprise when her parents, as was
their custlo0m, seated themselves at the
library table i.nd unsociably, but hy-
gienically, turning their backs to the
light, began to read. For some time
the small girl rocked away in her small
chair in silence. Then came a sleepy,
plaintive voice: "Is this all you do?"

POSTAL DELIVERY IN PARIS.

While it is a fashion at present to

sneer at everything French, it is worth

while remembering that In many

things Paris today stands ahead of our
most advanced American cities. One

of the evidences of the progressive-
Sness of the Parisian is the recent adop-
t tion in the French capital of the auto-

mobile mail carrier, the general char-
* acter of which may he appreciated
1 from the accompanying illustration.

-This new postal carrier is a lightly
constructed autocycle able to run about

dating several hundred patients. So
great has been the number of wounded
recently brought into Johannesburg,
however, that a great number of the
uitlander houses had to be taken over
and fitted up with beds for the
wounded, and in that city today one
may behold the sorrowful aftermath
of all war.

the houlevards of the city in a very
slpeedy fashion.

Puntlijelhlt for iIaumtnmhts.
Bigamnists in Hungary are compelled

to submit to a queer punishment. The
man who has been foolish enough to
marry two wives is obliged by law to
live with both of them in the same
house.

V'enezelarls a III, (onulltry.

The republic of Venezuela contains
506,159 square miles. It is larger than
any country in Europe except Russia.

Tunnlel Under the Ilnogly.

Plans are being made for the con-
struction of a tunnel under the Hoogly
r!ver at Calcutta.

OUR BUDGET OF FUN.
SOME GOOD JOKES, ORIGINAL

AND SELECTED.

A Variety of Qulps, Gibes and Ironies.,

to Cause a Smile - Flotsam ands

Jetsitla froml the Tide of Humor-

Witty ;ayiunrs.

Thme Iashful Alan.
I care not w:;. ther she be short or tall.,

Lithe, plump, blonde or brunette,
If oily she will lvt me, that is all
I'll Isk, dear girls---an, yet

With these concessions promised in ao.-
Vin ce,

And this, that I'll be good,
All womankind still aolok. at me askance
In my lone bachelorhood.

I wonder why? I'd love to ask, but 01
My courage oozes out;

My heart beats fast, I squirm and putt
and blow,

When nice girls are about.
My feet are pious, so I cannot walts;

I'm not a man for style;
I try to talk, mny voice sounds harsh and

false;
I suffer Tmuch from bile.

It really makes me sid. I tire of life-
1 was not born to loal--

I'd give most all I've got to have a wife,
A living place--a home.

But, hang It all! my nerve is out of joint,
My head is In a whirl;

Somehow I cannot work 'round to the
point

Of popping to a girl.
-Philadelphia North American.

An Eye to Business.

Collector--I can't keep coming here
every day after this bill.

Landlady-I'll rent you a room for
ten dollars a week.

The Run-Off

"Once," said the dreamy tragedian,
"I toured the great state of Illinois in
less than a week."

"Who was your backer?" inquired
the press agent.

"Beg pardon?"
"I say who backed you on this tour?"
"I really do not grasp your mean-

ing."
"Who was behind you on this me-

teoric tour?"
"Oh! The sheriff."-Chicago News.

Im1pressed on Ih Memonry.
"You don't know wot you're talkin'

about," said Tuffold Knutt, as the two
wayfarers cnme to the forks of the
road. "Yere's where we turn to the
left."

"How do you know so blame muck
about it?" sulkily inquired Goodman
Gonrong.

"I'd ort to know," rejoined Tuffold
Knutt. "I was rode on a rail all over
this neighborhood wunst about fifteen
years ago."-Chicago Tribune.

Buoth Na:tisfied.
"Papa, if you will not buy me that

diamond ring I will run away with the
coachman."

"My dearest child, let me embrace
you."

"I am to get the ring, then?'"
"Heaven forbid. You get the coach-

man. I have owed him his wages for
eight months."-New York World.

Adding Fuel to thie Flames,

"Sir," said the irate individual with
a wicked eye, as he entered the edi-
torial sanctum of a rural weekly, "I
am told you called me a loafer in your
last issue."

"You have been misinformed," re-
plied the editor, calmly. "We print
only the very latest news."-Ohicago
News.

A Lrean Advantage.

Very voluble man (to invalid ditto)
---Ah, dear boy! I heard you had quite
lost your voice, so I just took the op.
portunity of looking in to have a chat
-- Punch.

A Man of Breeding.

She-"You are the most exasperating
man on earth. Here I scold you for
half an hour, and you won't answer.
Why don't you talk?"

He--" never uae strong language
in the presence of a lady."-Indianap-
olis Press.

Hin ltatus.
"Dorothy," said the mistress of the

establishment, happening in just as
the gardener went out, "who Is that
man?"

"Only a hoe beau, ma'am," replied
the kitchen maid, blushing roslly.-
Chicago Tribune.


