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BIOGRAPHY.

MADEMOISELLE LE CHEVALIER D’EOWN.

[With a full-length Portrait.]‘

ri‘ms great personage, who lxas made so much talk and bustle in
the world, lately died in England To shew the different opin-
ions, which have been entertained respecting Ais sex, we copy the
following biographick sketches—one from the British Magazine
of 1793, and the other from a London paper of May, 1810. The
former represents him of the feminine, and the latter of the mas-
culine gender ; which last will be found most correct.

From the British Magazine, of 1793.

« CHARLOTTE GeENEVIEVE LoursE Aucustr A¥pkETIMOTHEE
D’Eox pu BeaumontT, doctor of civil and canon law, qdvocate of
the parliament of Paris, censor for belles lettres and Jor, history in
that metropolis, capirain of dragoons, and aid du cam/z royal to the
count and field marshal Broglio, knight of the royal and mzlztary ore
‘.der of St. Louis, secretary of ¢inbassy te the marguis de & _;Hn(zzta_l
minister flenipotentiary to the court of Russia, secretary of embassy
10 the duke de Nrvernois, ambassador from the court of France to
i QfE”gland and aﬂcrwara’s minister /zleni/zotentiary lzerse{f ap

% Her famlly is mcnuoned as ah ancient Onicy in the, (,;cnulogl-
C*\l Dictionary of De Bois de la Chesnaye. Her gxandfa\thel and
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father were successively under-intendants to the generality of
Paris ; and her mother was Francoise du Charefiton, daughter of
M. du Charenton, ecuyer, who was commissaire ordonnateur de
guerre to the French armies in Spain und Italy. At a very early
age, for reasons not, yet dlvulged her parents made her assume
t'n.'dleSb of a hoy. At six years of age she was sent to her aunt
at Paris, where she began to receive an edumhon suitable to her
supposed sex. In her fourteenth ygal‘,- she was sent to the college
Mazarin, in that city, as a day scholar, where she was no less dis-
tinguished for her proficiency in literature, than for the regularity
of her conduct. When she had completed her education at that
seminary, she learned to ride the great horse, and to fence, which
latter exercise has been always one of her favourite pursuits. She
then became doctor of civil and of canon law, and was received
advocate of the parliament of Paris..

« Her love of literature still did not forsake her, and she found
time to publish many small miscellaneous pieces, orations, eulo-
giums, &c. both in French and in Latin.

“ The prince of Conti (wWho kaew the secret of her sex) intro-
duced her, in 1753, to Louis XV. (to whom he communicated the
secret) as a person very capable of conducting a business he had
much at heart,a reconciliation betwesn his court and that of Russia.-

« Mademoiselle D’Eon having succeeded in this arduous under-
taking, (in which she was engaged as a woman) Wwas again sent to
thai court, in 1757, with chevalier Dauglas, as a man. Their ne-
gociations were so powerful, that they prevailed upon the empress
Elizabeth to join the armies of France and Austria, with 80,000
troops, who were oufrmally destined§to assist the king of Prussia.

“ On herreturn to Paris, the same year, ‘she was commissioned
to communicate the pian of the Russian military campaigns to the
court of Vienna ; and while she was at that court, the news ar-
‘rived of the famous battle of Prague.

« The count de Broglio entrusted her with despatches to the
court of France, giving anaccount of the victory over the Prus-
sians. * Charged with these despatches, and with the treaty con-

eluded between Russia and France, she sct out in a stage waggon
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for ?aris' She had not, however, proceeded above 15 leagnes on
her journey, when ARG famous mountain of Melch, in Lower
Austria, and late at night, her Carriage was overturned; and she
brokc one of the bones Of.hﬂ‘ ancle. She stopped merely to have
it set, and .pm's?ed her journey with such “expedition, that she
reached Versailles ;;3.6 hours sooner than the courier despatched
from the court.of Vienna to that of France ; and without getting
qut of her carriage she delivered her despatches into the hands of
. the secretary of the ftate. The king ordered lodgings to be prepar-
ed and sent one of his surgeons to attengd her. S$he was confined to
her bed for three months, and on her recovery was presented by
her sovereign with a lieutenancy of dragoons, and was sent a third
time on an embassy to Petersburg. She returned from ‘that court
in 1759, and being desirous to distinguish herself in the military
professign, she was permitted to join her regiment in Germany;
as captain des dragoons et des volantiers de I’ armee, and as aid du
camp to the count and marshal de Broglio.

« At the engagement of Ultrop our heroine was twice wounded.
At that of Ostervich, at the head of eigi]ty dragonns and forty
liiussa'rs, she charged the battalion Pru;sscn; de I{llés, whi'ch ::,h'e
completely routed, and took the commanding officer fwisoﬁer.

«In 1762, her sovereign intended to have sent her ambassador
to Russi‘a, to réplace le puron_de I;Breteuil ;:_but the gle’aAth.ofthe em-
peror Peter the third having occasioned some change in the po-
liticks of that court, this appointment did not take place. In Sept.
of the same year she was sent to Dohdon, as secretary of embassy
to the Duc de Nivernois, ambassador from France to that court, to
conclude the peace of 1763. Her conduct in this business was
so agreeable to the king of England, that he desired that she
ﬁ)igllt cérfy to France the ratification of the treaty Qf peace con-
cluded between his court and that of Versailles : and her own sov-
ereign, as a mark of his approbation, honoured her with the or-
der of St. Louis. ‘ ' >

“« When M. de Nivernois quitted his embassy, Mademoiselle.
D’Fon  was appointed minister plenipoten_tiary to the‘co‘?rt’ oi
_London. Her disputes with M. de Guerchy, who sucgecded M.
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de Nivernois, are told with great spirst in one large volume quar-
to, entitled, ¢ Lettres, .Memoires. et Negociations particulaires
du Chevalier D’Eon ; Londres, 1764,” Whatever part the French
ministry might chuse to take in these disputes, her sovereign still
continued to honour her with his protection and confidence, and
she remained in epistolary correspondence with him till the time
of his death.

“Louis XV. had from time to time given her pensions of dif.
ferent values; one of three thousand livres in 1757 ; another of
two thousand livres, in 1760 ; and in 1766, a third, from his own -
private purse, of twelve thousand livres.

¢“This pension was continued to Mademoiselle D’Eon by the
late king of France, with an express order for the resurr{ption of
her sex, and on condition that she wears the dress of a woman.
He permitted her, at her own particular request, to retain the
cross of St. Louis.”

Flom the London Paper.

& the year 1777, we find such strong doubts entertained of
his sex, as to produce wagers to a large amount, and a curious
trial before lord ManSPeld.

¢« [t appears evident that the fraud of the Gambling Policies
was the result of a direct conspiracy, to which the Chevalicr him-
sclf must have been a party. On the above trial, it was sworn by
M. de Morande and M. le Goux, on the testimony of ocular de-
monstration, that the Chevalicr was a female. He affected to
quarrel with M. de Morande for the discovery, but finally acqui-
esced in the falsehood, and put on the female habit. The verdict
on the case tried was afterwards set aside, upon the act requiring
an interest in cases of assurance for life. But many thousand
pounds were paid by gentlemen, who considered the debts as debts
of honour.—It now becomes a question, whether in point of hon-
our, the sums ought not to be refunded, as we presume there is
no firescrifition in debts of honour.

« Since the year 1778, little has been heard of the Chevalier.
The French revolution, fatal ta ‘'so many establishments, deprived
him also of a pension granted by Louis XV. and confirmed by hl‘
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Successot‘-—FO‘ a few subsequent years, the sale of part of his
cffects, and the profits of a publick fencing exhibition in various
parts of the Umte.d ngdom, enabled M. D’Lon to subsist with
Jecency, but the Increasing weight of age und infirmities, grad-
’ually rendered him incapable of these cxertions, and for many
years past he has been struggling with poverty and distress.

«For these two years pust M. D’Eon scarcely ever quitted his
bed, though it was only within these few months that he has laid
aside the pen. IHis health gradually grew weaker, and at length
an extreme state of debility ensued, which terminated in his death.)
It was not till after his decease that Madame Cole, the old and res-
pected friend of the Chevalier, whose fortunes, or rather mlslor-
wnes, she had shared for many years, on performiong the last sad
office to her friend, of laying out the corpse, found.it was that of
aman. Afterthe first surprise had subsided, the discovery was
the next morning communicated to some of the Cievalier’s inti-
mate friends, who judged that it would be, proper to uscertain afl

| points relative to so slugular an occurrence ; and accordingly Mr;
~ Wilson, the professor of anatomy, Mr, Ring, and Mr. Burton,
two respectable surgeons, Sir Sidney Smith, the Hon. Mr. Little-
ton, the Hon. Mr. Douglas, Mr. Hoskins, a respectable solicitor,
Mr. Richardson, bookseller, of Cornhill—the Lody was examined,
and proved beyond a doubt, by the certificate of Mr. T. Copeland,
the surgeon, to be a male. That all doubt of the identity of the
person might be rcmoved, some persons of the first respectability
were called upon, who gave their positive testimony that the per-
son then before them was the same who had always passed for the
Chevalier, or the Chevalier D’Eon. M. D’Eon has left two it not
three nephews, of the name of O’Gonman, related also, we be-
- lieve, to the noble family of Thomond, in Ireland. None of these
gentlemen are, however, in England at this time. :
+ The body of this éxtmmdihary character has undergone not
only the anatomical inspection of the whale facu]ty, but also of
many hundreds of the most dlstmmushed curiosity of the metrop-
ols. . Strange to say, the lemale visitants have exceeded those of
the other sex three to one. His Highness the Duke of (xloluces-
fery and several other persons of distinction, ere among the lat,
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ter. It lies in a handsome oak coffin, covered with black cloth,
and a hlack velvet cross on the lid, at the house of Mrs. Cole, in
New-Millman- street, to whose benevolent kmdness and attention,
the Chevalier was indebted for the principal comforts of his latter
days. A cast was taken from the face on Friday. It js propos-
ed to inter the body in St. Pancras’ (,hurch -yard. The Chevalier
had completed the 84th year of his age. o

"« The declarauon now made oi the sex of this generally sup-
posed female character, is likely to give rise to several acuons for
the recovery’ of sums unjustly paid by various underwrlters on the
faith given to a certificate, after an examination of surgeons, 33
_years ago ; several of these duped paymasters being still alive to
reclaim such sums, and many of the fieyees also remained in ex-
istence to answer such demands of re-payment. It may be re-
inelnbci'ecl, that immediately after this pecuniary speculation wag
'd’ecided, the Chevalier assumed the female habit ; which to keep
'up the 1mposture, was worn to the day of his death "

1

DOMESTICK DISCOVERIES.

OBSERVATIONS

Made in a voyage commencing at St. Catharine’s landing, on the east
* bank of the Mississippi, proceeding downwards to the mouth of Red
river, and from thence ascendmg that river, the Black river, and the
‘Washita river, as high as the hot springs in the proximity of the last
mentioned river ; extracted from the Journals of William Dunbar, Esq.
and Doctor Hunter........ Concluded.

The Red and Arcansa rivers, whose courses are very long, pass
tn‘ough portions of this fine country. They are both navigable
to an unknown distance by boats ofa proper construction ; the Ar-
cansa river is, however, understood to have greatly the advantage
With respect to the facility of navigation. Some difficylt places
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