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               Greetings from the San Francisco Bay Area!  Deb 
and I have been here 9 months now and we still miss our Chi 
Ess friends.  On Saturday, January 31st we attended the 14th 
annual ETVC cotillion entitled “French Kiss” which was held 
in SF at the Design Center Galleria.  ETVC (Educational TV 
Channel) was founded in 1982 and is open to all without 
regard to gender identity, sexual orientation, age, race, creed 
or disability. It currently has over 500 members and friends.  
ETVC maintains an extensive array of services including 
monthly education seminars, book, video and audio cassette 
libraries, newsletter, public speakers bureau, an anti-
defamation program and monthly social events (usually 
several).  If you are in the bay area, ETVC can be reached at 
415-564-3246. 
 
               The cotillion’s purpose is twofold. One is to select 
Miss ETVC who serves as a goodwill ambassador to ETVC 
membership, the transgender community and the general 
public. Two is to formally present, on stage, all debutantes to 
their friends and family. All debutantes are introduced by 
name, walk across the stage (parade, sashay, strut?) and get 
presented with a flower by the outgoing Miss ETVC. 
 
               The evening started at 6:00 with an informal, supper 
of salad and pasta served buffet style.  The audience consisted 
of ETVC members, Rainbow Gender Association (RGA) 
members, Diablo Valley Girls (DVG), Sacramento Gender 
Association (SGA) members and family, friends and 
supporters of the transgender community.  Outfits ranged 
from casual (?), to short and trashy (but so much fun) to long 
and formal (for those who are wondering, Deb and I were in 
the long and formal group, really!).  By the way, it appears 
that corsets are really in.  We saw many that were very pretty 
and decorative and worn on the outside of the outfit.  The 
pageant began promptly at 8:00 featuring the Mistress of 
Ceremonies, Miss Diva.  Miss Diva, Ken Ludden is 
recognized as a vocalist, ballet dancer, choreographer and 
author of the Miss Diva column that has been printed in 
Washington, DC, Miami, New York and the USSR.  There 
were three transgender friendly judges.  This year eight 
beauties vied for the coveted Miss ETVC title.  The judges 
nterviewed each contestant prior to the cotillion and the 
interview contributed 40% of the total score.  The remaining 
60% was divided into 4 categories consisting of active wear, 

talent, formal wear and answering a final question.  The 
competition began with the active wear segment. Outfits 
included skimpy bikinis (one very patriotic red, white and 
blue, stars and stripes number), tight one-piece swimsuits and 
one contestant in a leotard.  This was followed by the talent 
segment in which several contestants lip-synched, several 
others sang, one did a comedy monologue, one performed a 
hula dance and one played bongos.  During the bongo 
number, we felt like we should have been in a coffee shop 
with our black turtlenecks on!  The formal wear segment was 
truly lovely.  To mention a few: there was one long gown 
with a halter-type top that fell to the floor in a beautiful gray 
satin; one pure white with a bead and lace bodice and a very 
flowy, full length skirt; and another pure white one that 
looked like somethig out of Gone With The Wind.  Most all 
the contestants had their hair done up with a very 
sophisticated look.  Then all contestants were asked one 
question generally along the lines of “How will you represent 
ETVC?” or “What is the most important duty of Miss 
ETVC?”.   Finally the moment that everyone had been 
waiting for arrived.  The contestants were called back on 
stage and the judges results were announced.  Miss Q was 
second runner up, Miss Kalani was first runner up and Miss 
Dianna was crowned Miss ETVC 1998. 
 
               Interspersed with the contestant segments were 
announcements, awards and tributes, and several wonderful 
performances.  Notable was the saxophone playing of Miss 
Dale Carlson, the outgoing Miss ETVC and the singing of 
Donna Sachet and Trauma Flintstone. 
 
               We had a very warm response from the San 
Francisco Design Center Galleria staff and a good time was 
had by all (except, I guess the contestants that lost!).  Well, 
these 5” heels are killing me so I guess it’s time to go. 
 
               PS:  Chicago’s own lovely Lori Fox was the model 
in Romantasy’s advertisement (a San Francisco shop with 
exquisite corsetry) on the back inside cover of the French 
Kiss program. 
 
Sincerely, 
Your San Francisco roving reporters;  
Bridget and Debbie 
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