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NGLTF Opens Employment Doors For ICTLEP 
Friday through unda , pril l9-2l, 1996, r pr -

sentalives of the International Confer nc on 
Transgend r Law and Employm nt Polic 
(I TLEP) attend d, xhibited and pr sented at 

ut and • qual in th 90's, th ational a and 
Le bian Ta k Fore 's ( CLTF) 5th nnual onfer­
nce on L sbian, Cay, Bi exual , and Transgender 

\\'orkplace Issues. 
" ncl i exual and tran gend r" wa a re onat ing 

th m throughout th three clay confer nee," noted 
I TLEP ExC'cutive Director, Ph •llis Randolph 
Frye. She continued that since her plea from the 
podium al the L TF's " reating hangC'" eonfer-
cnc in D lroit in ov mb r of la t y<'ar, tl1 Ta k 
I• orce has adopt cl a policy of full indu ion ~ r th 
bi xual and tran g nder s gm nts of th commu­
nity. "Th<' Task Fore is now th second national or­
ganization where I can attend a convention and not 
continually hav<' to fight for r cognition of my 
p ople," Frye said proudly. (The fir t wa th 1a­
tional L sbian and a ' Law sociation, t L L , 
sponsor of the biannual La\'ender Law onference. 

LGLA's n xt Lavender Law is 24-27 October 
1996, in '<'w rl ans.) 

I TL • P wa rep re nted by Frye, <'Cr tary- Di­
rector, Dec ~lcKellar, Documentation Law Direc­
tor, lelincla \\'hitewa , and by Insurance and 
11 al th Law loci rator, Li a I iddleton. Two hun­
dred brochures on transgender law and mplo -
ment polic , pr pared p cificall for the confer­
ence, were di tributed to those attending, including 
Human R sources taf~ r from corporations which 
currC'ntly protect th ir I bian, ga and bi exual C'm­
plo 1 from discrimination , and officers of I sbian, 
gay and hisC' ·ual business and C'mployee groups. 

" c 111111011 comment was something likC' , 'Well , 
we'd kind f luffed 0\1 lg folks off in th past , but 
now that we've met you and read our handout. and 
h ard your prC'sentalions, we arC' going to b ·omc 
active in transgcndC'r indu ion for our group back 
homC'' ," rep rt cl le Kellar. h remind d many at­
lC'nd es that transgendC'r wer an int gral part of 
th 1969 toncwall riots . and have b en s st<'mati­
call and incorrectly ignor cl or written out of le -
bia11 , gay and bisC'xual history. "\Ve we're there, and 
we are still hC're ," sh<' r mind cl many. 

In aclclition, Vicfol1J magazine, for lesbian and 

gay ntr pr oeurs, volunt r cl to change its mast­
head cover te> r ad "for lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
lransgender busin sses." They will be doing inter-
vi ws with successful tran g ncl r business p ople, 
including 1idcll ton, an out and highl placed in ur­
anc x utive in San Francisco. 

On aturda night, th I TLEP rcpres ntatives 
met with the Bay Area Transgender Law Association 
(B TL \\') and ex hanged many iclC'a and mucl1 
<'ncourag<'m nt. 1 <'Xl to I TLEP, B TL \\' i th 
second out and open lransg<'n<l r legal organization 
in the world. 

"Employment and law are the k ·s lo our free­
dom," said Frye. \\'ith a job, he xplaincd, all of the 
family and social and religious o tracism can be 
born , with difficulty, but can be born . This is wh ' 
"<'mplo ment polic " is in the I TLEP name. " nd 
havin employment prot<' tion in law," sh contin-
u cl, "protC'cts transg ncl rs when social and political 
climat s shift." urr ntl Directors from both 
I TLEP and It's Time m rica (IT ) th tnt11sg n­
dN political action arm, continue to work with r p­
re entatives of the 11 uman Rights arnpaign (HR ) 
on transgend r inclusion for th ~ cl rnl Employ-
m nt on-Discrimination ct (E D ) for intro­
duction in 1997. 

"The Ta k Force must b comm nded for its 
r aching out in love and upport to th transgend r 
community \vith this and futur events," Fry 
added. h also not cl that sh xp ct many r pr -
enlalives from corporate America and from the les­

bian, ga , bi exual and transg nd r business associa­
tions to attend I TLEP's 5th Con~ r nee this July 
3-7 in I lou ton. In addition to tlw u ual legal up­
dates on mplo ment , in uranc and hC'alth , clocu­
mC'ntatio11 and general rights areas of lnw as the re­
lat to lran g ncl r , th co11ferencC' will include 
sp cial outr ach to tran g<'nd r law outside of the 

nited tates; on the l<'gal issu s of th non­
transcxual (e.g., the hctero cro . dres er and the ga 
drag) ; on the female lo male and th<' masculin - ap-
p aring women' community; and on th legal n eds 
of tran g ndC'r p<'ople of color. 

For information on the Jul confC're11cC', contact 
Dee 1cKellar al ICTLEP. <ictlep@aol.com> 
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~ Chapter & Affiliate Information fbJ 

Chaptet"s 

Delaware 

Wilmington, D e lawa1·e : me ts 
second Saturday of each month. v rite 
for info to: PO Box 5656, Wilmington, 
DE 19 0 . 

Pennsylvania 

Greate r Philadelphia: Write Re­
naissance GPC, 987 Old Eagle School 
Rd., Suite 719, Wayn , Pa. 19087. 
Meets third Saturday of the month in 
King of Prussia. Doors open 8 pm all 
year 'round. Call 610-975-9119 for in­
formation. 

Lower Susquehanna Valley: 
Write Renaissance LSV, Box 2122 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. Meets on the 
first Saturday of the month. Call 717-
780-lLSV (780-1578) for location and 
meeting times. 

Affiliates 

California 

Orange County: Powd r Puffs of 
California, PO Box 10 , Yorba Linda, 
CA 92686, or mail to <ppoc@aol.com> 

Connecticut 

Bridgeport/New Haven: 
connccticuTView, c/o Deni Mason, 
PO Box 2281 , Devon , CT 06460. 
Monthly newsletter and activities. 

Georgia 

Atlanta: The American Educational 
Gender Information Service (AEGIS), 
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033-
0724 or call 770-939-0244, or email to 
<a gis@mindspring.com>. Informa­
tion resources & referrals. 

Atlanta : Atlanta Gender Explora­
tions ( .G.E.), PO Box 77562, Atlanta, 
GA 30357, 770-939-212 

Illinois 

Chicago: The Chicago Gender o­
ciety, PO Box 57 005, hicago, IL 
60657, 70 - 63-7714. 

Louisiana 

New Orlean s: The Gulf G nder 
Allianc , PO Box 56 36, 1 ew Orleans, 
LA 70156-6 36, 504- 33-3046. 

New Jersey 

N. Central Je rsey: Monmouth/ 
Ocean Trans Gender, (MOTG ), write 
PO Box 243, Red Bank, J 07701Call 
908-219-9094. Email: vikkimmotg@nol.c.'Om 

Titusville : M tings are b ginning 
on June 8th at the Unitarian Univ rsal­
ist Church of Vlashington Crossing. 
Call Terri Risley at 609-933-2233. 

New York 

Manhattan: M tropolitan Gender 
etwork (MG ), write 561 Hudson 

St., Box 45, ew York, Y 10014, or 
call 201-794-] 665, Ext. 332. 

Long I sland: N w York GIRL & 
Partn rs, PO Box 456, Cent reach, Y 
11720, Call 516-732-5 115 for info. 

Long Island: Long Island F mme 
Expression (LIFE), PO Box 3015, 
Lake Ronkonkoma, Y 11779-01.47. 

Oklahoma 

Central Oklahoma: oon r Diver­
sity, part of the Central Oklahoma 
Transg nd r Alliance (COTA). on­
tact, Rachel Rudnick, P.O. Box 575, 

orman, OK 73070. 

Pennsylvania 

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area: 
orth astern Pa. Transgend r Alli­

ance, EPTGA, m tings on the sec­
ond Saturday of th month in th 
Allentown area. Call for directions and 
more information, 610- 21-2955. 

The new New Je rsey Support 
group will sta1t as a Renaissance 
project as part of fulfilling our commit­
ment to bring a new J chapter to life, 
and it will take the next step by becom­
ing a Renaissance Affiliate. Fir t, it will 
be time ror electing officers. If you are 
interested call Terri Risley and attend 
the meeting. 

2 

Renaissance ~i~:~ & 

© 1995, Hcnaissancc Education sso­
ciation, Inc., 9 7 Id Eagle chool 
Hd. , Suite 719, \Vayn , Pa. 19087. 
Phone: 610-915-9119 
l¥lVW - littp:flwww.ren.org 

$2 per issue, $20 per year ( 12 is ues). 
Back issu s are available ror $2 p r 
copy plus $0.52 postag and handling. 
Send check or M.O. to th abov ad­
dress, attention: Beth Marshall. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Angela Gardner 

Contributing Editors 
Dina Amberle Jessica Brandon 
Lee Etscovitz JoAnn Roberts 

Layout & Design 
Ct·eative Design Services 

Business Manager 
Jessica Brandon 

Articles, opinion pieces, and le tters lo the 
editor arc always welcome. Ideas fo r a r­
ticles and opinion pieces should be sent lo 
our editorial office care of Renaissance, 
PO Box 330, Bcrumlcm, Pa. 19020-0330. 
Or nsc email lo <bcnsalcm@cpcn.com >. 
Complimentary and irate lette rs lo the 
editor may be sent to the same address. 

Renaissance is a 30l[c][3] non-profit orga­
nization providing education and support 
to the transgcndcr communi ty and the 
general public. If yon would like to make a 
tax-deductible donation, make yom· check 
or M.O., payable to Renaissance and send 
it to our National office. Your contribu­
tions will he lp ns continue our efforts to 
provide education about transgcndcr is­
sues. Donations can also be made th rough 
your local United Way agency. 

June 
l 

15 
July 

Local Calendar 

Ren . LS meeting 
ew Jersey Support 

Ren. Delawar 
EPT A, llentown, Pa. 

' Ren. ,p 

6 Ren . L V meeting 
13 cw Jer ey S11ppo1t 
13 Ren. Delaware 
13 EPTG , All ntown. Pa. 
20 Ren. ,PC 



Well girls, 1 almost made it. On r _ 
c nt Sunday I d cided to wear a fash­
ion forward, New York City kind of 
outfit and when you dress fo r it there's 
only one plac to show it off- ew 
York, ew York. 

1 put on my black tights, stacked 
heel patent Mary Jan s, little b lack 
dress, d ni m jacket accessorized with a 
leopard print scarf and hit the w 
Jersey Turnpike for th Big Apple. 
Someone said that ew York City is 
the world's biggest dos t and I think 
that's true since nobody gives a six foot 
one red head a second look. (Well, a 
C w looks at the gams from leg aficio­
nados and a couple of inquiring gaz s 
from G rman tourists. ) That city is full 
of tall worn n who ar fashion forward. 

I lunched with a chum in the Vil­
lage (a closet in a closet) and then 
headed uptown to shop. I walked all 
around the Rockefeller C nter ar a 
and stopp d at a couple of chi chi 
shops. Then , there it was ... the Fash­
ion Cafe, the home of haute, the hot 
b d of anorexic super models. I bad to 
stop for a Martini. Unfortunately, I 
glanced at my Mona Lisa watch and 
found that my meter (they make you 
pay on Sundays in Midto\.vn now!} was 
running out and Mona's big hand was 
too far around the dial to I t me stop 
for a snort of chilled vodka. Darn. I 
was looking fonvard to careening down 
the turnpike in a odka haz . (S ri­
ously girls, don't drink and driv . Make 
your date tak the whe l. ) 

Anyway, I guess I'll have to do the 
Fashion CaC thing in a future trip. 
Soon! ow, h re's th dish. 
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Johnson Keeps Bis Word 

\ hen Don Johnson first had a 
new series idea he promised network 
execs it would be tr ndy and modern 
with all the things an action packed 
cop show needs to succeed, like trans­
v stites. \Veil , the show (Nash Bridges) 
was on a few times before he got 
around to featuring guys in dresses, 
but on April 19th he gave us what we 
wanted-RuPaul and a bevy of beau­
ties. (Must have been about ten of 
~hem.) The girls were portraying 
transgendered sex workers." Ooo! 

How politically correct. Anyway, it 
s ems the TV hookers were being ha­
rassed and beaten up on one of their 
top money making streets. They did 
t~1e sensible thing and went to the po­
lice, who didn 't lock them up for solic­
itmg but promised to help them out. 
One thing (looking through mug shots 
for the perp) 1 ads to another (decid­
ing that th Y n ed an undercover cop 
on the street) and RuPaul, who play 
the den mother of the str et queens 
says the cops who volunteer for the ' 
duty just won' t do. That includes the 
C male detective, "You'r too real." 
. Officer Cort z attracts Ru's gaze 

smce he has nice slim hands and a 
good feminine build. He, of course 
protests vehemently but is given th ' 
assignm nt. It's doubly tough on this 
poor r:iacho boy (played glamorously 
by senes regular Jamie P. Gomez) 
since his girlfriend has b en kind of 
cold in bed lately. ow he finds him­
s If in the station house men's room 
trying on hooker outfits and worrying 
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ab.out his lip glo. s. 11 <' clisagiw·s an­
gri ly when Ru ass11rc s him that "This 
dress is you." 

Th<' funni<'st scf'n<' is wh<'n CorlPz 
a~ks a~h BridgPs f'or rPlationship ad­
vice wluk they u. <' the urinals. Corl<'z 
is in full glam drag and Bridg s has a11 
amu d look on his fa ·e. 

The transgendC'r sC'x workPr plot is 
full of twis~s and turns and it's brought 
tog th r with the oth<'f main plot in a 
clever and tran gender fri ndly way. 
Cmt z decides to kPcp his hooker out­
fit after the assignment ends but not 
for th r ason you may think. I'll kc p 
the good stuff qui t in case ash 
Brid~es lasts into r runs. Keep our 
heavily made up eyes or en for a plot 
about a missing anti-armour missil 
l~unch r. L ave it to Don Johnson to 
h together missil s and trnn vestit s. 

Wonder If he Wears A Cup, Or 
An "A" Cup? 

How about that D e nnis Rodman 
huh girls? Here's one big time jock ' 
who's not afraid to show his f minine 
side. He attend d a May fourth book 
signing in a feather boa,;md Divine 
like mak up. D nnis , cut down on th 
~iner just a tad. But seriously, nobody 
111 the sports world (Like I pay any at­
tention to the sports world. ly favorite 
sport is clearanc sal bargain diving) 
has mad a major d al out of' 
Rod man 's crossdressing, and he's b en 
pretty up front about it, too. He's been 
quot d as saying, ·~ro hang out in a ga 
bar or put on a sequinned halt r top 
makes m feel like a total per on and 
not just a one-dimensional man." I 
suppos he do sn 't g t much name 
calling cause he plays ah 11 or a game 
of bask tball. If h start d to miss too 
many shots the quin d pump might 
be on the other foot. 

The fashion editor of tl1C' Philadel­
~hia Inquirer did a little name calling 
ma recent issue. H said , "Hodman is 
giving crossdr rs a bad name." ThC' 
writer, Roy Campbell , say R dman 
dress s lik a bad drag qu e n when he 
doe show hi [, mm side and he's 
"styl clu 1 ss" no matter what gender 
he's expr ssing. 1 gu s Madonna 
didn't lik The \\ onn (Rodmnn's nick-

co11ti1111etl next page 



~ews Beat ... 
name) for his fashion ens . ampb II 
recommends that Rodman tone clown 
his makeup, "The mak up is suposed 
to give the illusion of b ing a woman, 
not a Halloween character." Il e could 
also take a tip from RuPaul and get a 
good corset. Then it's time for a de­
signer shopping spr e. Campb II touts 
leather catsuits from Thi rry M ugler 
(don't ask me to pronounce that name) 
and sheer bodysuits from Jean Paul 
Gaultier teamed with skirts from 
Herve L ger. I really wish that Rod­
man would listen to Campbell 's advice. 
Think of it. .. Dennis Rodman could be 
the first basketball player to endorse 
women's designer fashions instead of 
basketball shoes. It's a natural. 

Rodman has said that he attributes 
his love of feminine finery to being 
raised with several sisters. Guess he 
just had to adapt to the hand me 
downs. Was that his older sister's 
feather boa he wore on Saturday Night 
Live? We'll have to ask his mom. 

With guys like Rodman on the 
sports front , RuPaul in the ntertain­
ment world and Howard Ste rn as the 
Queen of all media it won't be long till 
we see a crossdressing president in the 
White House. Of course, maybe we al­
ready had one? Who's to say? I can 
hear it now, "I am not a crossdresser. 
That's J. Edgar's chemise." 

I Shot Andy Warlaol Hits The 
Theaters 

It's finally out kids. A few years 
back, before Andy died in a completely 
non dramatic manner (the hospital 
screwed up) Andy was dramatically 
shot by a woman who wasn't really 
seeki ng her fifteen minutes of fam . 
She just wanted Andy dead. II r name 
was Valerie Solan as and she founded a 
group, of which she was the only mem­
ber, called 

SCUM-The Society for Cutting 
Up Men. In the loose manner of the 
winging ixties sh fell in wi th Andy 

and hi wi ld Factory cene. h was 
actually introduced to th scene by one 
of Andy's male actresses, Candy D ar-
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ling. Secm thc thrce of them had a 
little bit of a thing, if 011 know what I 
mean. Valerie got ovcr it and cl cidccl 
to waste th evil ndy. Arter h even 
let h r appear in one. of his films. Some 
people have no gratitude. 

Candy Darling is played by Stephen 
Dort, th lad who pla eel the Beatie 
who died in Bnckbeat. I was <lnxious to 
see how well he did as the fabulous 
Candy so l rooted out th official I 

hot Andy Warhol website, http:// 
www.filmzone.com/warhol/main.cgi. 
(don't type that last dot into your 
browser. That's the end of my sen­
tence.) Ch ck it out. It's done in the 
wild Sixties pop art style with great 
photos of Dorf as Candy and you can 
download clips ... if you've got a half 
hour or so to kill. 

The May issue of US magazine had 
a photo layout of Dorf and I thought it 
might have a picture of him as Candy. 

o such luck. All the pictures are ex­
ceedingly macho. Th y' re so macho I 
suspect Dorf did it to try and distance 
himself from the Candy character. One 
photo has him wearing a blonde wig 
slightly askew and sporting sev ral days 
growth of beard . Some boys can be so 
threatened by panties and bras. Don't 
worry Stevie, we won't think you're a 
sissy. Afte r all girls, he's dating 
Clueless star Alicia Silverstone . Cool? 
Like, totally! Two b autiful blondes. 

Warhol's a Drag 

People magazine jumped into the 
Warhol vortex by publishing a photo 
layout of what it called Andy in drag. 
Actually he was made up and wore sev­
eral diffe rent wigs but no actual 
women's clothing. The photos were 
taken in 1981 by Christopher Makos 
and were inspired by Man Ray's pho­
tos of Marcel Duschamp as his femme 
alter ego. The photos were featured on 
the People website on April 28 and 
may still be out th re. Search for 
People magazine and see if you can 
find them. They're very interesting. It 
makes you wonder how much faster 
drag in the Big Apple would have 
caught on as an art form if Andy hadn't 
just promot d queens but came out as 
one himself. Guess we' ll never be able 
to gaze into that alternat reality. 
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Just Like a C1·eep 

Om favorite male actor in a drPss 
would have to he Adrian Pasdar, tlH' 
heroine of that charming British 
crossdressing nick, j11st Like(/ \Vo111m1. 
Well , l don 't know if it's creeping 
Dorfism or just the desire' to pla. very 
different characters but Adrian is star­
ring in a seri for Fox-TV called 
Profit . Pasdar has the title role and bov 
his his character slime. Thi gu has -
th con cience of a clam. \\'hile it's 
good to know Pasdar is still working 
but it's a pity h 's gotta be such a 
creep. Oh well , J guess some gi rls find 
that kind of guy attractiv ... gee, 
maybe he' ll buy me a drink at the 
Fashion Caf ... nah. 

La st Minute Musing 

Bille Jaye \\ est is back! As she 
pointed out, sh n ver w nt away, but 
as you may know-if you're a loyal 
reader-she's our Kuwait correspon-
d nt and whil th re was a run on guy­
in-dr sses-news the re for awhile, lately 
the Arab Times hasn't had much in the 
transg nde red news line. Finally Billie 
found two pieces of TG interest and 
pass cl th m on via air mail eiqJress. 

Thos Saudis ar more pious about 
crossdressing than the Christian oali­
tion. They jailed 20 Filipinos for 
throwing a "homosexual birthda 
party" with a beauty contest~ aturing 
m n in dresses. Of course, the Saudis 
have a law that bans gathe rings of 
more than five people so it didn't mat­
ter how th y were dr ssed. 

In India they elect their m n in 
dresses. One Kali Hijra, one of th In­
clian Eunuchs is running for office in 
Patna, India. Her platform? "People 
believe in what I promise becaus they 
know as a eunuch I cannot b lured 
with wealth, women or sex." \\ II. I 
can see her not being lured by women 
and sex but thos sarc s can t a tad 
expensive, wouldn't wealth still be a 
consid ration? Jlow about a pair of silk 
stockings? Good luck with your politi­
cal aspirations Kali, and whi le you 
cl<:>an up the Indian Parliment see what 
you can do about their fa hion sense'. 

e ya next month kittens. 
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All Blues: Playin' at Pride Fest 
by Helen Davis (Del.Cliapter Lear/er) 

I've known Terri rnaldi for more 
than two years. Sho1tly aft r l m t her, 
she told me she was thinking of start­
ing a crossdressing blues band. I found 
the idea intriguing; a group of us girls 
in dresses and high heels playing the 
blu s in both gay and straight clubs. It 
would b a fantastic way for us to do 
outreach without preaching or protest­
ing. There was just one thing wrong, I 
didn't like the blues. I play the electric 
bass and I've thought of starting a jazz 

ns mbl or a rhythm and blues band, 
but an all blu s band, no way! But over 
th course of the past 2 y ars, I'v got­
ten lo know Terri a lot better and I've 
come to like her a lot, so when she ap­
proached me in April about the possi­
bility of playing a gig with her at th 
Philadelphia Pridefest on May 5th, I 
told her "Sure, why not." 

So over the next four weeks, we got 
tog ther at Terri's orth Philadelphia 
studio to play the blues. M , I'm an 
amateur bass player. Terri , on the 
other hand, is a professional musician 
well known in the Philad lphia music 
scene. That b came cl ar during our 
first practice in which she taught me 
th blues and I att mpted to keep up. 
We attempted to r cruit som of our 
CD friends who were also musicians , 
but for one reason or another, th y all 
declined. So T rri came out to a few of 
her buddies in th music industry and 
th y agr ed to sit in with us. 

Th n after weeks and weeks of driv-

ing back and forth between D !aware 
and Philadelphia to practice, Pride~ st 
finally arrived. J was surprised by th 
way I felt. I wasn't n rvous at all, even 
though this\ 011ld b my fu·st public 
performance. We'll, mayb I was a 
little nervous, but 1 was more con­
cerned with th way I looked than with 
how I would play; a true drag qu n to 
the heart. 

When Terri and I first took the 
stage, I think the peopl in the audi­
ence expected us to be a female imper­
sonation act, lip synching to Won't you 
come home Bill Bailey or something 
like that, because when we started 
bringing up amps and guitars and set­
ting up keyboards and drums a buzz 
went through the audience. People 
were pointing, saying things like"\\ hat 
are they gonna do? Look they've got 
instruments ... " and things of that na­
ture. After tuning up and taking a 
quick sound check, it was time to play. 

ow-J was nervous. I was wearing a 
short navy blu dress with white polka 
dots , white nylons and white 5 inch sti-
1 ttos ... and my legs were wobbling. 
Terri, wearing a si lver turtleneck col­
umn dress, black & silver sparkling 
pantyhose ands nsible silver pumps, 
was as cool as a cucumber. Playing in 
front of 300 or 400 people was nothing 
new to her. Before the MC could even 
introduce us, she grabb d the micro­
phone and yelled out "How is very­
body doing?! " Then the MC did intro­
duce us and finally it was time to play. 

I consider myself to b a v ry hon­
est person, so 1 ha to tell ou the 
truth. Girls, we kill d th rn . From our 
first numb r, Coin ' lo Chicago until 
we played the final note of our last 
songjuanita , which T rri wrote, the 
crowd was whooping and yelling back 
to us and dancing in th streets. l 
loved it! They did not expect this from 
us. \\ e had caught them completely 
off guard. The only mistake I made 
came whil we wer playing our sec­
ond song. I was thumping my way 
through a blues chord and looking at 
my fingers. Then I decided to look up 
at the cro-wd. Just as I did this 7 foot 
blond drag qu n nam d Dora Jar 
came walking past. I was so shock d 
that J completely stopped playing. Af­
ter that, I didn't look into the audience 
again. \\ hen ours twas over, p ople 
from the audi nc came over to us and 
told us what a fantastic job we had 
done. The MC said he wanted Terri to 
appear on his radio talk show and the 
engineer told us that h could produce 
our ntire shown xt time, with stage 
lights and everything, if we wanted 
him to. It was wonderful, I wouldn't 
have miss cl it for the world! \\ hen 
Terri first approached m back in 1994 
with this id a, I didn't car too much 
for the blues, and when she asked me 
in April to play with her, I almost told 
h r no. However, I am thankful that l 
said yes. Thanks to Terri, I now love 

th blu s! A 
Mon. -Thur.· Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 • Tue. - Wed. - Sat. : 9:00 to 5:30 SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 

215-788-2857 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit S izes 

Private Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 308 Mill Street 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon Bristol, PA 19007 
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Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11 AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 
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Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About 
Breastforms And Didn't Know Who To Ask 

How to measure for a bra. 
Th y will do all or the measuring at 

the store, but it' bett r to go in with 
an idea or what you'd like so that 
you're not tempted to get forms that 
are too large (if passing is your goal). 

Bras have two measur m nts: the 
bandwidth and cup size. To det rmine 
your bandwidth, simply put the tape 
measure around your ribs about an 
inch below your chest muscles. Hold 
the tape parallel with the floor, put 
your arms to your sides and take a me­
dium-sized breath . The tap should b 
snug, but not tight. This is your band­
width. The other measurement, cup 
si7.e, is the difference between your 
bandwidth and the full st part of your 
bust. It's d signated by I tt r , so an A­
cup isl" more than your bandwidth, 
B=2", C=3", etc. For instance, a 36B 
has a bandwidth of 34 and is 36 inches 
around the fullest part of the cup. 
Once you have your bandwidth, you 
simply ne cl to cl termin what siz 
you'd like to be. 

Reasons why it may be difficult 
to receive a professional fitting 

(Please read this! ) 
For women that have had breast 

cancer, the experience can be devastat­
ing, both physically and emotionally. 
The fitter I had explained that the loss 
of a breast is a very painful blow to a 
person's self-image and sense of femi­
ninity. Many women have a very hard 
time looking in a mirror after surgery. 
Many women also xperience rejection 
from family, spouse or loved-ones 
(Does this sound familiar?) 

Because of this, stores that sell 
breast forms and offer professional fit­
tings offer an atmosphere that is very 
private, and also male-free. My fitter 
said om worn n may b v ry vocal 
about this privacy if it is"violated", and 
the store can suffer because of it(both 
financially b caus of lo t bu in ss, and 
reputaion in th post-surg ry commu­
nity. ) If ou wi h to b pro~ ssionally 
fitt cl for breast forms , it would be a 

good id a to re p ct the wishes. (T 
promote mor shops doing bu iness in 
the TC community.) all first and in­
cpiire whether a shop can help. Some 
stores will not do o( ee above rea­
sons), but many more stor s arc seeing 
the opportunity in the TG communit 
and are very fri ndly and willing to 
help. Expect personal fittings to be ar­
ranged at low-traffic Limes or 
after-hours to low r the chanc of 
con nict with other customers. 

Manufacharers of Comme1·cial 
Breast Forms 

Form and Accessories Key: 
STri=Symmetric Triangle 
A Tri =A sym tric Triangl 
STD= Symm tric T ardrop 
ATD=Assymetric T ardrop 
SHS= Symmetric Ileartshape 
TSh =Thin hell 
Attach=Attachable Form 

ipp=Attachable ipple 
Foam=Foam/cotton batting Form 
Bra= Mastectomy Bras 

Active, Inc. 
Phone: 1-800-562-4290 
Address: 125 Peekstok R<l. 
Kalamazoo, Mi. 49001 
Product Line: Stri, Atri , STD, TD, 
SHS, TSh, Foam, ipp, Bra 
(sili<.-one forms are translucent an<l 
come in .3 shades: "light", "medium" & 
"dark" skin tones) 
Ainvay 
Phone: 1- 00-543-045 
Address: 3960 Rosslyn Drive 
Cincinnati, OH 45209 
Product Lin : Stri, STD, ATD, SHS, 
TSh, Foam, Bra 
Almost U 
Phon : 1- 00-626-6007 (1-914-737-
5976 in Y) 
FAX: 1-914-739-8987 
Address: P.O. Box 2032 
Peek ·kill , Y 10566 
Product Line: STD. ATD 
Amoena Corporation(owne<l by 
Coloplast(Discrene) now) 
Ph()ne: 1-800-926-6362 
Fax: 1-404-426-6.332 
Address: 1955 West Oak irc:le, 

larietta, Georgia .30062 
Product Lin·: Stri , ATri , STD, ATD. 

1-1 , TSh. Attach( tri, Alri ), Foam, 
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ipp. Bra (s ilic:mw forms t·onw in thrt•t• 
differPnt skin tones.) 
Camp International, Inc. 
Phone: 1-.517-787-1000 
Addn•ss: P.O. Box 89, 
]'IC:kson, Ml 49204-0089 
Product Linr: Stri , Atii , TD, TSh. 
Foam , Bra 
Discrcnc (Colc>plast, lne.) 
Phone: 1-800-237-45.5.5 
Address: .5610 \\' .Sligh AVl' lllll' 

uite 100- '. Ta111pa. FL .'3.'36.34 -4461-1 
Product Line: Attach( Tri ), ipp 

Freeman Orthotic. and Pro. thetics 
Phonr: 1-800-253-209 1 
Fax: 1-616-6.51 -824 
Address: 900 \\'est hieago Hoad 
Sturgis, Michigan 49091-97.56 
Product Line: TD, SI-IS , ATD, Foam, 
Bra, ipp 
Jodee After Surgery Inner 
Fashion{also availahle thru JC Pt-nney) 
Plmne: J-800-423-90.38 (8:00 A.M. -
6:00 P.M Mon.- Fri ., Eastern Time) 
Addn:ss: P.O Box 38.37 
Hollywood, FL 3.308.3-9978 
Product Line: Stri, STD, ATD. TSh, At 
taeh, Foam , ipp, Bra 
Nearly Mc(owned by Spenco Medic:al 

orp.) 
Phone: 1-800-877-3626 
Address: P.O. Box 2501 
Waco, TX 76702-2501 

Retailers/suppliers of 
breast forms 

(Please note the [TG Friendly] 
mark after some retailers . These are 
companies that explicitly s ek the busi­
ness of the TG community. If this 
mark is not pres nt, it is becaus th 
status is not known at this time. ) 

Best Value Products 
[TC Fri ndly) 
Phone: 1-21.5-782-9024 
Fax: 1-215-782-9180 
A<ldress: P.O. Box 1.56, Dept. E 'l 
"' yncote, PA 1909.5-0156 
Email/Weh: hvp@cpcn .com , http:// 
www.cdspuh.com/hvpll.html 
Product Line: Symmetric: tearcL·op and 
symmetric; heartshap , silicon!:' form 
with preformed and colored nipplts. 
SiZt'&Pri<:c: B. , D. DD. 396.1.5. ' I 
pair. Optional adhesive&n•mowr with 
form: 431 .00/paff. 

co11ti11ued 011 page 1-1 
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Sept. 19-22, 1996. Come and enjoy a relaxing weekend at a private resort where your security, enjoyment 
and comfort are of primary concern. We've been producing this event for over l 0 years and our success is 
measured by the people who return time after time. One price of $350* includes: room for 3 nights, 9 meals, 
2 receptions, Costume party, Talent Show, Free workshops, tax and grotuity. What else could you need? We 
have our own DJ and a Makeup Artist/Hair Stylist too! 

Come find out why Paradise In The Poconos is one of the best events you could attend. Write, call or email us 
for more information. (see contact info at the bottom of this ad). Visit our WorldWide Web site and register 
online, or take a look at photos from the last weekend. 
*Double Occupancy rate. Single Occupancy rooms are available for $475. 

L~T IT ~LL ~~NG OUT WIT~ ~UP~Ul ~ CD~~ 
WE'VE got thE books you want... Now. HErE's a samplE and thITE's lots morL 

Writ£ or call for our fru catalog shuts. 

NEW ARRIVAL! 
The Man In The Red IJl> 

Velvet Dress by J. J. Allen 
Allen gives us on insider's view of the 

psythe of the lg tommunity. This one's 
sure to co use o stir in some circles. 

216 pages, $22. 90 

·~Jm <Ill Lettin It All Hang Out 
· ~ - Port outobiogrophy ond port 

, 11 How-To Manual. .tnp; 
228 pages, $21.00 

NEW ARRIVAL! 
Transgender Warriors IJl> 

by Leslie Fineberg 
Feinberg thronicles lg people 

thruout time & across rnltures, 
woven into o personal narrative 

212 pages, $28.50 

<Ill Gender Outlaw 
Bornstein celebrates the power of 
claiming on identity without gelling 
mired in identity politics. 
253 pages, S 13.00 

Your Information SourcE For ThE NExt Millrnnium! 
CDS • PO Dox 61263 • mng or Prussia, PA • 19406 

Voice 610-640-9449 • Fax: 610-648-0257 • Email: info@cdspub.com 
Vis~ OIB' store on the WWW <http://www.cdspub.eom/> 
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In last month's column I m ntioned 
a case where the Salt Lake City Tri­
Ess chapter ousted one of its mem­
bers. Last week, I received a letter 
from one of the leaders of that group 
in which she detailed the reasons why 
they took such drastic action. Unfortu­
nately for you, my readers, the reasons 
were well grounded and not at all the 
type of salacious gossip mongering I 
was hoping to report back to you. 

You see, I remember a situation 
here at Renaissance when one of the 
members insisted on showing up at the 
meetings dressed in a black vinyl 
minidress, fishnet stocking and a stud­
d d dog collar and crawling around on 
all fours saying, "Spank me! Spank 
me!" Our leadership felt it necessary to 
take action to prevent that kind of be­
havior and issued an ultimatum to the 
individual in question. 

And it worked. I don't do that at 
meetings anymore and now I'm a 
member in good standing with my own 
newsletter column. Speaking of 
which ... 

You're Such A Flirt 
The Tmnsgen.derist newsletter of 

the TGIC group in Albany, New York 
r printed an article about flirtation 
which originally Appeared in the New 
York Times. 

The article mentioned several seri­
ous scientific studi s of human flirta­
tion b haviors. Humans have c rtain 

x-specific flirtation behaviors that 
can be identified as preludes to the 
mating process. "We still go through 
the ritual of courtship much lik our 
mammalian ancestors," according to 
Dr. Da id Civ ns, one of th anthro­
pologist who studi this sort of thing 
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in depth. "These (flirtation) gestur s 
are subcortical, r gulated by the more 
primitive part of our brain. They hav 
nothing to do with th int Hect, with 
our great neocortex." 

Because we are a highly evolved 
species (supposedly). the basic behav­
ioral functions of flirtation and court­
ship may be buried under our rational­
i7.ations about why we act a certain 
way. But at the core, it's all about at­
tracting someone, judging them as 
suitable or not, then proc eding to th 
mating process. Especially in sp cies 
where the presence of two parents ap­
preciably enhances the survival of th 
offspring, th.is process is drawn out 
longer than in other sp cies. The "coy­
ness" ritual ("playing hard to get") of 
the female is really a test to see 
whether the male is likely to abandon 
her once the mating takes place. Con­
versely, the male, who has a lesser bio­
logical responsibility, will often read 
the simplest female interest as a sign 
that all signals are "go"-when in fact 
we know they most often are not. 
"There is a huge sex difference in how 
effective different tactics are," said Dr. 
David Buss, a psychologist and author 
on thjs subject. 

For crossdressers, it is interesting to 
ke p in mind some of our overtly femi­
nine gestures and postures we affect as 
part of our own ritual are actually cl -
signed to attract ma! mating partn rs 
on a subconscious lev I. Th oft-heard 
remark that "all the guys w r giving 
m th eye" on the dance floor , or the 
walk to the ladjes room , is not so far 
C tch cl given that "worn n ... tend to 
promenad ... both to cout and to b 
s n" by pot ntial mates, as was found 
in Dr. Given's studi . In a tudy by 
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Dr. lonica loorc' or \\ 'cbstC'r Univer-
ity, she found that men arc 111orC' 

likely to approach ((>males who sC'nd 
nirtation signals-even more so than 
women who ar<' rat cl a ore physical!;. 
attractive. Som thing to keep in rniud 
the next time ou'rc out in public. lt 
r ally i a jungl out th r . 

Strength of Chru·acter 
Philadelphia Weekly is a 111nin­

stream newspaper distribut cl in and 
around downtown Philad lphia. It 
cov r story on April t nth, by M gan 
Breslin, was titl cl A Q11estio11 of Tr/en­
tity. The lengthy article told th story 
of Rhonda, a graduating student at 
Bryn Mawr Coll ge, and the contro­
versy that hr wed during h r time 
there as a student. 

Rhonda (she preferred not to di­
vulge her last nam ) is a p rson born 
with bilat ral intersexxuality, a condi­
tion in which one's gend r status falls 
"b tween the sexes." After a trou bl cl 
childhood ru1d adolescenc without 
prof ssional car • she finally r c ived 
appropriate medical treatment and 
forged an adult life as a female. In a 
remarkable story of inner strength and 
determination, sh got herself to th 
point where she was admitted to xclu­
siv Bryn Mawr olleg in her lat 
thirties to pursu an undergrad cl gr e. 

Part of th r ason for her interest in 
Bryn Mawr was what she hoped would 
be a mor lib ral atmosph r . Becau 
her treatment did not begin until after 
puberty she still had some notic able 
masculin features, although her total 
appearanc was g nder ambiguous. 
Apparently not ambiguous nough for 
some of her .C llow students how ver 
because she was subjected to ostracism 
and quite op n concerns that a trans­
vestite had someho' crashed the 
women-only Bryn Mawr sorority. 

Th paranoia r ach cl its p ak when 
the administration's medical staff be­
gan inv stigating her background to 
cl term in just "what" she wa . Only 
wh n her back was literally pushed 
against th wall did Rhonda consult an 
attorn y and v n then qui tly told the 
administration to watch their t p I t 

they forfeit their 1nultimillion dollar 
nclowment in a messy lawsuit. 



ftC'r enduring the slings and ar­
row of outrag ous illibcralism for hN 
years ther<'. Rhonda finall wrote and 
open letter to ti 1c college paper ex­
plaining to everyone just what her tru 
story was. ne can only wond r 
whC'ther, and to what degree, some of 
her detractors felt shame for having 
lurred her behind her back after th y 

read the tragic struggl of her Ii~ . 
By the tim you read this Rhonda 

will have graduated, with plans for law 
school. To b fair to veryon , Rhonda 
did hav support rs b for and during 
h r worst times at Bryn Mawr. This x­
cellent articl (with oth r cl tails too 
numerous to bring out in this forum) 
show d there are unsung-and unas­
suming-h roes right in our midst. 

You Got Questions, We Got 
Answers 

Fiesta! is th news( tter of the w 
Mexico chapter of Tri-Ess in Albu­
querque and they published an article 
by a member named Vicki A. titled 
What Are the Rules? 

Vicki wonders about the "rules of 
crossdressing." It's not readily appar­
ent whether icki really believes there 
are a set of rules for crossdressers, but 
h r questions ar pos d in such an ear­
n st fashion that its ms likely that 
she believes th re are some asily de­
fined boundaries to keep us all from 
going hog wild. 

A sample of some of her qu stions 
are: " an I dress in a formal gown, 
business attire or causal wear? Can I 
pierce my ears? Ilow feminine can my 
e ryday attire become without push­
ing the nvelope of acceptability" You 
g t th idea. 

As a service not only to icki but 
also to other concerned crossdressers 
out there in Vis a Vis-land, I will an­
sw r a few of Vicki's actual questions 
so we don't hav a bunch of loose can­
nons out th re crossdressing however 
they damn well please. Shoot, baby. 

"Am I allow cl to wear panties un­
der my v ryclay attir ?" Y s, just 
make sure th y're cl an in cas you'r 
in an accident. 

"If I can wear panties, can I wear 
pantyhose?" I I y, look, you're a begin­
n r. I said you can wear panties, but 
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don't push it. 
" hould my blous<' be of rufnes and 

lac , or should it b of a more plain 
material?" I was afraid you wcr<' going 
to ask that on<'. h ck back with 111<' 
on that, hon. 

" an I grow my hair long sol don't 
have to wear a wig?" Y s, but only if 
you don't have to comb it from one 
side of your h ad to th other to co er 
mal pattern baldn ss. 

"TI ow long can I let my hair grow 
and still have it considered accept­
abl ?" an we pl ase move on, al­
ready? 

Long enough that I can put it in a 
ponytail or wear it piled up on top?" 
You're starting to get on my nerv s. 

"Is th r a line where my 
crossdressing becomes perverted?" I'll 
ref er you to the anecdote above about 
vinyl miniskirts, fishnets and saying 
"spank me" at group meetings. 

"Do I have to separate the two sid s 
so that one is completely male and the 
other female, and can these two sides 
ever mix and mingle?" Th r are times 
when the two sides can mix and mingle 
but only under the care of trained pro­
fessionals and an attendant with a tran­
quilizer gun. 

"\ hat are the rules fo r being a 
crossdr sser?" If I told you now, you 
wouldn't need to read my column ev­
ery month, so dream on. 

"And who mad them up?" That 
would b me. (Diabolical laughter ... 
Fade to black.) 

How About A Quickie? Or Two? 
The Sooner Belle newslett r of the 

COTA group in Oklahoma City had a 
front pag article by Linda and 
Van ssa Kaye titled Prisoner or 
Guard? 

Linda and Vanessa (husband and 
wife) tell the story of a picnic they had. 
Th y thought th y had picked a s -
clud cl place wh n, viola!- vernl 
thousand (or so its emed) C llow pic­
nick rs appeared.\\ hen Vanessa (the 
crossdr ssa. Sorry.) told Linda she felt 
a little uncomfortable, Linda said th y 
had "as much right to b her as any­
one else." 

From that simple realization came 
an inter sting thought. owadays, 
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familiC'S with an number of formerly 
"shamC'f11l" probl<'ms can only address 
them open I •llld their op<'nll('SS in ac­
knowl<'dging th<' problem lwco111es 
th ir strength . The public in turn has 
com to accept and encourag farnili s 
working through difficult i ues. \\'hy 
not transgenderism? As the Kayes 
point out, "You , I , and our partncrs 
have a right to xplor ourselve . WC' 
have nothing to be asham cl of." 

The Ingersoll Gender enter in c­
attle,\\ ashington published a letter 
from an unnamed European corre­
spondent in th ir pril newslC'tter. The 
writ r referr cl to th recent studi<'s 
looking for biological "proofs .. that ma. 
account for gender and sexual orienta­
tion. 

The \Vriter say that should such a 
biological proof be found , sh would 
rath r not know for herself. Jf a person 
who truly felt transsexual was found 
not to have the biological mak up (of a 
TS), would she th n be forced to "drop 
out" of the program? If som one had 
built a life for themselves in the oppo­
site g nder, and th n found out the 
biological proof showed negative, 
would that person then b a "fraud?" 
Th re are a lot of questions in life that 
are b tter left unasked ... Lest you get 
an answer you don't like. 

And from the April '96 Gender Eu­
phoria newsletter of th Boulton & 
Park Society came this nugget: "\ \ 
have a f eling that Dina Amberle over 
at the Renaissance ews & Views 
could be a very funny writer but all she 
se ms to want to do is trash various 
folks." Th really funny part is my pic­
ture atop the column. If you t1y read­
ing it as well as looking at th picture 
you'll find I don't criticiz individuals 
that often for the simpl foibl s of b -
ing human . (Hey 1'111 human. ) Vis n Vis 
was concieved by its original writer, 
Br ncla David on as a forum to scruti­
nize anyon or group in th TC com­
munity who might b making a mis­
take, as l se it. After all, I do make 
the rul s. Just kidding girls! 
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The TG Consumer: Rights & Expectations 
You as a transg oder individual ar 

a consum r lik any oth r. You ha 
mon y to sp nd and n eds to b m t. 

Do you approach such int ructions 
with an xp ctation of r sp ct and ap­
pr ciation for your business? Or do s 
th memory of past transactions con­
taminated by ridicule and frustration 
inhibit you with r gard to xamining 
products for quality, and holding ser­
vic providers to a standard of courtesy? 

A satisfactory consum r inte raction 
begins with the exp ctation of quality 
products and servic . To the extent 
that you are inform cl about the prod-
uct or service you k, you will b 
able to expr ss your expectation in an 
unambiguous manner. However, if you 
ar hobbl cl by anxiety, fi ar of oth r ' 
judgment, and p rsonal ins curity, all 
th product information in th world 
will do you little good. You will b 
treated with the r sp ct you show for 
yourself and will b pres nted with the 
products that the sales p rson has b e n 
instructed to "move." 

And do not think that ov r-compen­
sating for insecurity or d veloping an 
"attitude" to ward off insensitive tr at­
ment will be e ffectiv . By acting arro­
gant and demanding you ar mor 
likely to licit th v ry b bavior you 
ar trying to avoid. Efforts to intimi­
date others breed r sentment rather than 
r spect and retaliation follows fast. 

iv n that you ar ab) to pres nt 
yourself confidently and ar well-in­
formed about your objective, you may 
till find th shopping xp ri nc an 

unpleasant on . You may be identified 
as TC by th servic provid r and i-
t her treated disresp c tfull or denied 
service. 1o one will come to your res­
cu . Thi i wher A rti en ss lOJ 
will pa for itself. Inguir of th pro-
id r if you r r quest was und rstood 

and offer tor peat it. If appropriate, 

ask if it is th stor ' policy for p r on­
n I to whisper, giggl , point at or laugh 
at its cu tom rs . Off e r to ov rlook th 
offi ns if th person will get on with 
serving you. If furth r disr sp ct oc­
curs, r quest th person's nam and 
that of th manager. 

If you ar denied service insist on 
b ing giv n a reason . If you are in­
sulted by a derogatory term r ferring 
to your TC status such as "you p opl " 
(or worse) you hav several options: 
Identify yourself with pride as TC , en­
titl d to and abl to pay for th re-
qu st cl product or s rvic . 1 f recon­
sideration do s not occur stat that ou 
will fil e a complaint of discrimination 
with the I I uman Rights Organization 
of that County as w II as with the pro-
f, ssional association(s) monitoring th 
industry involv d . It behooves any con­
sum r to be pr par d in such an v nt 
but it is incumbent upon you as a TC in­
dividual or anyon belonging to vuln r­
abl minority group, to b explicitly 
armed with solid information about how 
to xercise your rights as a c.'Onsumer. 

If you choose not to id ntify your-
s If as a TC individual and th pro­
vider of s rvices do s not identify you 
as b ing of a minority status, you can­
not rais the issu of discrimination . 
Then the best strategy is to behav as 
an aggri v d consumer who will r -
1 ntlessly s ek satisfaction at levels 
above th s rvic person. ourc s te ll 
me thats rvice provid rs would rather 
serve som on with 2 heads than have 
to xplain to th ir bo s why th hav 
allowed a seen to occur. lmpl ment­
ing this trat gy impli a willingn 
on your part to state our dissatisfac­
tion audibly and unequivocally and 
p rhap draw attention to our If. 

Th pur uit of profi ssional s rvic 
such as m dical , psychological or legal 
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pn·s<'nt a sp<•cial drnllc·11g1· ror till' l"01l­

s1111wr. Tlw c: hallc-111!;<' conws in tltc- dil"­
lk11lty or ('\'al11ati11~ the- qrrality or !'('I'-
\ it"C'S olTC'rcd a!'i w<•ll as in dc·aling with 
proviclC'J"s who an· gc· rwrnll~ Pndmwcl 
with hi~her stains than thC' c·onsum<·rs 
of I heir service's. TC cons11111C'l"s oftc•n 
fc-PI C'VC'll morC' v1rl1wra l le than tit<' a\·-

nlj?;C' clic•nt becarrsc• of tlw myths 
about thc TGed that still pcrvadc tlw 
thinking of proC ssionaJ . Tlw b Ii f 
that TC ism is a m ntal di · rder and 
th refore one will be cl aling with a 
d ranged, d lusional person puts many 
professionals off. Th re is al o the b -
lie f that on 's other cli nt will b dis­
couragccl if th y observ T , individu­
als be ings rvecl in the sam s tting. 
The b st way to avoid approaching the 
uninform .cl proC ssional , who is also 
incomp t nt to serve you, is to utiliz a 
r sourc list compil cl b our local 
TC community organizations or by na­
tional associations devoted to servi ng 
TC consumers ands tting standards 
for compet nt professional car . 

Being a consumer is a difficu lt busi­
nC'ss. But that's what it's all about. 
Busin ss! s a c:on um r you have 
som thing of value. Respect your 
powe r but don 't naunt it. I told your-
s If in high regard and and ou maxi­
mize th chance that others will. Bc 
prepared to go to bat for your right to 
be served; ou may bepaving the wa 
for another consum r more vuln r­
abl than you. 

Get Wired to 
News & Views . .. 

Tired of wa iting for News .~ 

Views to arrive in your mail box? 
Worried that someone at the post 
office is reading your copy? Don't 
put up with it anymore. Order your 
email version ( xt only) of Ne1'1s & 

Views oday . Every month i w111 
arrive au omatically in your elec ­
tronic •in box.• Just read it and 
hit •delete.• Send your email ad 
dress and a check tor $10.00 to he 
National office (address on page 
2). Mark he envelope "A n:ema1l." 
Sign up now and you' 11 ge the 
Email News for 12 months. 



Re11nissa11ce ews & Views, Vol. JO, To. 6 

The Three Legged Stool ... Of Crossdressing 
/Jy Lee Cashin 
There arc three sides to a cross-

dr sser: sexual , social and spiritual. 
The are like the kgs of a three legged 
stool. If all three I gs are not straight, 
even and strong, th stool will topple. 

Every crossdr sser starts out using 
crossdressing as a sexual outlet. Most 
of us never lo c the sexual enjoyment 
of being "dressed up," it p rmeat sour 

ntire existenc . The sensuous experi­
ence of putting on a satin bra and 
panty set ... or pulling on a pair of 
pantyhose and slipping into a pair of 
thr e inch h ls ... or placing a silk slip 
or camisole on your body and then 
making up your face ... th sensuality 
and suggestiveness of the whole pro­
cess n ver leaves us, nor do we want it 
to. Perhaps it's nin ty p rcent of our 
psyche, or th thought process charac­
teristic of each of us? 

" her do s it all start? How did we 
b come crossdr ssers? Is it gen tic or 
learned? Most of us don 't care. \V all 
have lo go through passag s, unpleas­
ant, but necessary. uilt, shame, fear, 
remorse, loss, br akups, etc. all tend to 
mold us into compassionate, gentle 
and understanding people. " g t to 
where we are by learning to ace pt 
who and what we are. 

Sexual out! ts come from many di-
r ctions for crossdr ssers. ome have 
unde rstanding wiv s who accept them 
one hundred percent; some have wives 
who tolerate their "hobby;" some meet 
and hav het rosexual r lationships 
with sympathetic women and som of 
us enjoy being a woman and pl asing 
men in a hetero/homosexual liaison. (If 
you ar b ing th woman it's "h tero­
sexual. ") Many, too shy to form r la­
tionships, rely on masturbatory fanta­
sies for th ir sexual out! t. how ver, 
wl1atcver the outlet, sex is always a ma­
jor ingr client of a crossdresser's life. 
Do s this make us "bad?"' l don't think 
o. Is sex "bad?" I think not. 

Th social part of being a 
crossdrcsser is equally important. \\'e 
need acceptance and understanding by 
our peers. \\ 'e ne cl comfort and love 
from the people we love, we nc cl 

them to 11nd r tand and accept who 
we are. This isn't always cay. \\'e do 
appear "strang " to most outside th 
the crossdressing community. 

Crossdressing is not fully out, yet. 
Like th homosexual movement that 
tart cl som thirty years ago, it' now 

our turn. However, it may take an 
equal amount of time for full under­
standing ... I t alone ace ptanc . 

Socializing, support groups, maga­
zines, organizations and newsletters 
are all out there for us. Th y are mak­
ing progress v ry clay in bringing 
crossclressers together. Th s efforts 
are the first step in bringing our cause 
to the attention of society. 

\Vear b autiful p ople that de­
serve to b recogniz cl. That's a very 
subj ctive statement but permit me to 
elaborate. Without our crossdressing, 
ace ptanc and respect would be easily 
available from the overall community. 
Sine w are crossdressers we must 
prov w are b tter p opl because of 
our crossdressing in order to win re­
spect. Und rstanding both the male 
and female sid s of our identities are 
""hat mak us better p ople. It's up to 
us, through socializing, to make soci ty 
aware of this fact. 

Some of us "girls" have nough pio­
ne ring spirit to dr ss in public and 
"spread the word." " e all admire 
these individuals but most of us ar too 
shy to contribute in that way. How­
ever, we can .. . and should, help them 
behind the scenes. 

If you'r serious about crossdressing 
you should belong to a support group. 
subscribe to a transgender maga7foe or 
newsletter and join a national gender 
organization. the are all out there 
working for you. Th more we get out, 
the fa ter we'll b ace pted. lo ets 
are no place to live! 

The third, and perhaps most impor­
tant ide of a crossdrcssPr is the- spiri­
tual side. 1 lerP w live with our Ive 
and our Tligher Pow<'r. .. alone' with the 
knowledg that WC' ar good people 
deserving of love and rPspect. Thi 
side is not alwa. s easy to achic>ve. ThC' 
pre sure from th outside' world is al-
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ways with us. 
Our se lf<' tC'cm is oftpn aff<.'clecl by 

the lack of understanding of socicl) 
and our peers. This forct>s many of us 
into closets of self reproach which in 
turn lowers our elf estC'em further. 
\V must learn to live alon with who 
we are and seek comfort through our 
Higher Power. "To thine aw11 self /Je 
I nie." Loving yourself is th first stC'p 
toward loving oth rs. ros dressers 
can n vcr gain acceptanc until we 
love others and understand their rcluc­
tanc to accept us . 

It has b n my xperi nee with 
crossdr sser that they ar compas­
sionate, gentle, considerate and willing 
to h Ip others. Are we different from 
mainstream society? o, except we 
wear dres es. Any "dif~ rence" come 
from this e>:perience of discovering the 
woman within us and allowing the ex­
pr ssion of our innate femininity. 

A crossdress r is lik a marriage ... 
you mu t work hard at it in order for it 
to b successful and blossom. 
Crossdressers have two sides that must 
b accepted and understood. \\ 'e must 
never forg t this becaus it's what 
makes us uniqu . Th two ides make 
us "special. '" This sp cial clifferenc 
give us the ability to cope with prob­
lems ahead ... blending into main­
stream society whil njoying our rare 
qualities. it's coming, but we have to 
mak it happen faster. 

Keep the stool steady and traight. 
Don't let any of the three legs shorten. 
K p your resolve, seek support from 
your "sist rs" and, most of all, be a 
proud to b a crossdr s er. e 
South Jersey Chapter Rises 
Again As New Jersey Support. 

The new ~uppo1t group that IHL\ risen 

from thl' ashe~ of the old J ,haptt•r will 

haw it~ first mt'eting on Junl' 'ith at tlw 
nitarian niveralist .111m:h of \\"ashing­

ton 'ros,ing. Till' nwetin~ will stait al 

f!P I and dirl'etiom t«lll lw ohtainl'd lro111 

the ational Ortlce. Ci 10-H75-!:l I H) or from 
Tl'rri Rbl l'y. acting group IL'ad1·r al CiOH-
93.1-22.'3.'3 alh•r CiP~ I. t\~k li>r Tom . 
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..JoAnn Roberts - CyberQueen 

"Everybody knows most people in the 
world are stupid." 

- Th e Refreshment "Bandido" ----This is a hort column this month. I've 
had two coll g graduations, my Pocono 
week nd, and an unex-p cted death in 
the immediate fomLly to cont nd with. I 
apologize for th br vity. I' ll be back to 
r gular 1 ngth next month. 

Le t me start b disp !ling a rumor. I re­
ceived a phone call from Mari , secre­
tary to Dr. Stanley Beiber , noted 
gender reass ignment surg on from 
Trinidad, Colorado. Marie has b en re­
ceiving many phone calls asking of Dr. 
l3e iber had passed away. o on seems 
to know wh r the rumor got started, 
but sh asked me to te ll you all that re­
ports of Dr. B ib r's de mis ha e b en 
"grea tly exaggerat d ," as Mark Twain 
said. Dr. Be iber is alive and well and still 
op rating. H hasn't ven b n sick of 
late. ----Along the lines of rumor comes a note 
off the ne t that a text file is be ing circu­
lated called SRSDOG.TXT that claims 
to describe, in d tail , how to perform 
MtF gender r assignment surgery on 
dogs, with th idea that ou can learn all 
about GRS at home. As my high school 
Latin teacher used to sa , "How stupid 
can you are?" If ou've se n thi s fll or 
hC'ar about it, it is a hoax. B warned . 

fl anging in ther with the SR theme ... 
A 111vC' of C hin s middle school stu­
dents, ages 13 to 19, found that 44.2 p r­
cent of the fi male students wished th;1t 
they were bo s. Reasons given were boys 
had gr at r fr dom in Chin e culture, 
teach rs paid more attention to bo s, 
and that boys had b tte r prospects as 
adults. Although hinese culture has 
chang cl drastically in the la t 20 year . 

hin s famili s still pr fer boys. ----John Travolta is a hot Holl_ voocl prop­
e rty th se days , but if hi s star wanes 
again, p rhaps h can g ta job in one of 
th La Cage shows. According to Kym 
Sedgewick, Travolta's co-star in th film 
Phenomenon , Travolta does "impeccable 
impr ssions" of Barbara Stanwyck and 
Katherine Hepburn. 

Th re 's support groups and then there's 
Resourceful Women . R\V is a an 
Francisco-based suppo1t organization of 
a C w hundred worn n of wealth. Says 
one member, "You' re not going to b 
judged for your mone ." An off-shoot of 
RW is the \\ omen's Donor twork 
whos 75 me mb rs have an average net­
worth of $11 million and who make 
charitable contributions totaling $30 
million annually, mostly for wome n's 
ducation and economic indepencl nee. 

"A ~ tishists dream come true," is how 
one fri nd describ d Barb \Vire starring 
the mammillary-enhanced Pamela Lee 
Anderson. Corsets, fi shnets and thigb­
high boots verywh r . Even und r lim­
it cl r leas (I ss than J 000 theat rs ), the 
mo i is raking in th dough. Just wait 
until it hits video. ----On to fashion news ... Want a littl phi­
losophy with your cosm tics? Stila cos­
metics packs a bon mot \vith each of its 
produ t . For xample, inside your face 
powd r ou might find , "It is never too 
late to be what you might have been." 
That by Georg Elliott. ----
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ThPrC''s 111onc·y in tl 1p111 ti 1ar dothc·s. Tl IC' 

stock mark t pundits ar<' talking about 
the nC'xt set of r cl-hot !POs ( I nilial Pub­
lic Off ring) and th . ain" t ln tC'rn<'t 
stocks. To, ifs big-nanlC' d<'signers that 
have everyone's attention. Donna Karan 
is t for an IPO sometime thi month 
and it's sure to b a winner. In the past 
year, Estee Laude r, Tornm llilfing r 
and St. John Knits have blown th C' socks 
off other IP s. You h arcl it h rC'. ----Bob Mackie is back into th .. p cial 
occasion" dress market. l\fockic took a 
side trip into less extravagant couture, 
but found that h want cl tor turn to his 
first and most successful lov - b ads. 
Macki sa s his n w lin will b much 
less expensive" than his pr vious cre­
ations with some dress s s !ling for as 
" littl as $700." Hey, Bob. ship me a 
doz n of thos b aded numbe rs . 

Joining RuPauJ as a spokesp rson for 
M• A•C cosmetics is th unlik I p rson­
age of on k.d.lang. I sa "unlike ly" not 
b caus lung is a lesbian, but b ca us up 
to now her "look" has b en fresh-faced 
and sans-mak up. I gu ss sh 's working 
on an w look. 

A littl commentar on fri nd hip ... 
Some people have expressC'd th opin­
ion that Alison Laing and I hav parted 
ways. othing could b furth r from the 
truth . Ali on and I shar th bond of 
having co-created Re nai sance, th 
CTO, GP and we se rve on 2 boards 
of di rectors toge th r. Beyond the tg 
community, Alison and I and our fomi­
li s sp nd a gr at deal of tim togethe r 
in non-tg r lated activiti s. Alison is 
among my clos st pe rsonal friends and 
nothing, not Re naissance, not IFGE 
could ver co rn b tw n us. \ \ 've 
learn cl to agree to disagree on some tg 
issues and that' a lesson many in thi 
community would be wis to learn. True 
friendship is precious and priceless. ----© 1996 by Creative Design Ser ices. 
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Ms. Lee Etscovitz, Ed.D. 

Making Sense Of It All 
On Being Visible (Part Two) 

Last month I de ·rib d my emer­
gence- from gender onfusion into 
1wrsonal r sponsibi lity for my lifo as a 
whol . I now live full time as a woman. 
a life tylc- which happens to be my 
particular re olution for my gend r 
c nfusion. n would think that being 
vi ibl to on self and to the world in 
general would be a simple matter, for 
we are talking about a life of hon ty. 
of truthfuln ss, of b ing true to on -
e lf. nd t, giv n th w b of r la­

tionships and xp ctation , and th 
ltoulcls and should nots into which we 

are all born-in te rms of which we 
function, uch vi ibility, with all of its 
simpl hon sty, can b an xtr mely 
comp! x and difficult matter. 

It is in t rms of this compl xity that 
I am r mind d of a r c nt p rsonal ex­
pe ri nc in which it was temporarily 
important to d mphasize my g nder 
change. It was a larg family gath ring 
which I att nd d somewhat masculin­
iz cl, at least from th n ck down. 1 
wor a shirt , ti , dark slacks, a navy 
blue blazer, and traditional I ather 
loafe r . But m face and hair did not 
r ally fit into th ma culin imag I 
wa r luctantly trying to onv y. 

I was v ry uncomfortabl from th 
outset, mor than I had x-p ct d 
would be th cas . J rec iv d quit a 
fi w stares and fi It I was being avoid d . 

n rally sp aking, l had an androgy­
nous app aranc . M body was 
dr ssed for th occ< ion , but m h ad 
was re istant, both insid and out. I 
found my If r tr ating within my If, 
not wanting to talk to an on . I finally 
began to doze al th tabl whil v 1 -

one else was dancing. I was probabl 
perc ived a b ing di tant and unap­
proachable, perhaps even arrogant. 
But actually I wa dancing alon on th 
in id and wanting cl p rat ly to join 
the dance of life on the outsid . R -
tu ming home when it was all over was 

likC' r turning from a very bad dr am. 
Looking back on this xperi nee, I 

c:an SC'C' that I did not fe I visible' in 
terms of the per. on I really am: a 
woman. Ev n if I had look cl c 111-

plctcl masculin , l would till havC' 
fC'it xtrcmel uncomfortable. for it 
was difficult, if not impo sible, to par­
tic:ipat when I did not fi I fully al iv 
and full pr sent. Even when some n 
did reach out to me, [ felt too divided 
in my app aranc to r pond a a 
whole p rson. I am not denying the 
fact that l ' as born a mal , but it 
s e ms, at 1 ast in my cas , that I an­
not s rv two masters. I was cross-
dr sed in r rse, and it did not work. 
J had want d to help my family, to giv 
th m 1 ss to d al with , by downplaying 
my g nd r change, but I did not really 
h Ip th m or m self. \\hat was in-
t nd d to b oft mporary help to oth­

rs 1 ft m t mporarily invisible in 
te rms of m trn sense of s If. 

B ing truly vi ibl s ms to happ n 
from th insid out, no matt r how 
much 1 try to camouflag it or v n to 
d ny it. po m I wrot d scrib s th 

ns of human wholen ss and thus 
th true visibility to which I am com­
mitt d and which mak s difficult an 
occasional att mpt to pl ase oth r at 
th xp n of my tru s nse of s If, 
no matter how well intentioned I may 
be. Th po m is called ... 

I Buried You: 
I buried you alive, 
but you refu ed to die. 
I buried you 
before we r: ally met, 
before T recogni::.ed 
your beauty, 
your soul, 
your hopes and dreams. 
I buried yott , 
because l never knew 
that God ordained 
your pre. ence on this enrth, 
that you 1cere meant lo be, 
lo be with 111e. 
And so 11 orv I rmnt 
to restt rrecl yo11 rlife, 
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lo greet yo11 rcilh opr11 rtrm\. 
lo 1celco111e yo11 back 
from the Ii i11g dead. 
Yes , yo11 r deat /1 lw~ been 
a living drathJor all along 
l ha e courted you secretly . 
sayi11g " l lello!" rche11 110 one, 
except maybe Cod, 
was looking or lislrning. 

Perhaps now, so111('how, 
we can Ii e nnd die 
together, you. and l , 
living openly as one, 
till God's work with 11.s 
is tnily done. i 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. 

Furniture, Appliances, Household goods, Records, 
Antiques, Toy trains and other goodies - Bought and 
Sold -Beth Marshall: 610.259-4945- Leave a message 
Mi casa es su casa. Need a place to change before the 
Renaissance GPC meeting? The perfect location awatts 
you, just off Extt 33,Rte. 76. Call CDTips 215-878-3383 
Looking for amateur crossdressers with interest in 
modeling. Please send letter of introduction along with 
photo to: Christy Cage, 4807 Cedar Ave., Suite 3F, 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessarily 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 



BF FAQ ... 
ButterFly Image 
[TC Friendly] 
Phone: 1-607 -865-4624 
r ax: 1-607 -865-4624 
Address: RD 3 Box 401 D 
Walton, Y 13 56 OR: P.O. Box 
326, idney, Y 13 3 
Hours: By Appointment 
Email: iiimage@magnum.wp .com, 
Web: http://www.wpe.com/-bfi/ 
welcome.html 
Product Lin : Breast forms, Bras, 
and accessories. Manufacturer !in s: 

Active, Amo na (both attachable and 
non). Camp, Discren (both attachable 
and non), early Me. 

otes: Forms bought in pairs spe­
cially priced. Mail orders accepted. 
Product brochures are $2.00 to cover 

&H. All inquires kept confidential. 
Delana's Specialty Merchandise 
[TC Friendly] 
Address: P.O. Box 50091 
Indianapolis, I 46250 
Email: 73641.2046@compuserve.com 

\\ eh: http://al.com/dsm/gender.html 
Product Line: Symm tric teardrop 

solid back, unweighted mastectomy 
pads (latex foam, washable tricot 
cover.) Thin shelled pads. Size&Price: 
XS, S, M, L: 25.99$US ach (mastec­
tomy pads) 

Dr. Leonard Health Care Catalog 
Phone: 1-718-768-00.10 
Address: 74-20th Street, 
Brooklyn Y 11232 
Product Line: "Silicon Comfort": 

Symmetric teardrop silicon form, 2 
Yr. warranty. Cup sizes A-D, l60$US 
each or 2/290$US. "Contessa": Liquid 
g I symmetric teardrop form. Cup 
siz s A-D 60$US each or 2/] l0$U 
Also carries foam pads, thin shelled 
forms and mastectomy bras. 

otes: One p rson report cl great 
di atisfoction ·with th customer ser­
vice of this company 

Fantasies in Lace 
[TC Friendly] 
Phone: I -305-58J - 412 
AddrC' : PO Box l 00279, Ft. Lau­

derdale, FL 33310 
\ \'eb: http://www.abmall.com/fiV 

fil.html 
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Product LinC': "Brf'ast Pad" (latf'x 
rubbC'r) OnC' size, 6.95$/PH. "Comfort 
BrC'asts" (silicone' sym nlC'tric teardrop) 
Bra iz 30-50, 325$/PH. (A l o in 
"Larger proj ction" sizC', 375$/PR) 
"BrC'ast Form" (Asymn1ctric Triangle 
silicone form , pre- shapC'd nipples), 
Bra size 30-50, 199.95$ each or 
349.95$/PR "\\ ight cl Form" 
(Foam) Band cup onl , beige color 
45$/PR 

Feminine Image 
312 Crosstown Dr., St .16 
P achtree ity, GA 30269 
Product Line: (Still waiting for 

their catalog) 
Fredericks of Hollywood 
Phone: l- 00-323-9525 (2417 - call 

for free catalog) 
Address: 6608 Hollywood Blvd. 

P.O. Box 229 
Hollywood, CA 9007 -0229 
Product Lin : (a wide range of bras 

and lingerie also available)" ilicone 
Breasts" (si licone symm tric teardrop) 
239$/Pr. Bra Size: A Cup: 32, 34, 36 
B,C,D Cups: 34, 36, 3 "Push Up En­
hancers" (thin-shelled si licone; used to 
increase cup size by one full siz ) 88$/ 
Pr. Bra Siz : (siz indicat s original/ 
targ t cup ize) ANA, A/B, B/C, CID 

H.F.l.S. forms 
(Beverley, A.k.a Ben) 
[TC Friendly] 
Phone: 1-310-450- 740 
Address: Box 762 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 
Product Line: Makes her own. 

Si1.e&Price: B: 4.95$US + 7.45 ship­
ping C: 9.95$US + 7.45 shipping. D: 
94.95$US + .25 shipping, DD: 
99.95$US + 9.50 shipping, (Plus Cali­
fornia sales tax if appropriate) 

JC Penney Catalog 
Phone: 1- 00-222-6161 
Address: P.O. Box 2056, 
Milwaukee,\ I. 53210-2056 
Product Line: Call and ask for th 

Jocle Catalog[TA 009-0423 ] (this is 
not a J P nney atalog.) This i th 
full line of Jodee brand forms and ac­
CC'ssories. The info is valid only in th 
. . S. 

Mystique Intimates 
Phone: Unknown 
Address: .\\. 3Gth • trcet 
Virginia .ardcns, l• L 33166 
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Prod11ct I .inc: Unknown 
Take A Walk On The Wildside 
[TC I• riendly] 
Phone: 1-416-921-6112 
Address: I fl I Gerrard StrC'ct East 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 15A 2E4 
I lours: Sun, Mon: LOSED TuC'-

Fri I OA - 7P I <lt I OAM - I IP I 
Email: info@wildside.org 
Web: http://www.wildsid .org 
Product Lin : Airway Ultra 

Teardrop(style no. 1 50, assym trical ): 
400$/pr (price is Canadian$, tax ex­
empt, 2 yr. guarantee) Sizes: 4-11 
(approx. 36A through a 44DD) J otes: 
This is a boutique in Toronto that ca­
ters exclusiv ly to th TC community. 

Tanya Brown's Prosthesis 
Emporium(TP Brown) 

[TC Friendly] 
Phone: one Ii ted 
Address: P.O. Box 257 
\\incisor, OH 44099 
Product Lin : Simone \Vl 9(foam ): 

32$/PR arly M III: 405$/PR atu-
ral Touch Classic: 390$/PR 

atural To11ch(symmetric teardrop 
and heartshap ):367$/PR 
Traditional(symm tric t ardrop and 
h artshap ):294$/PR So Soft: 2 5$/PR 
Casual: 90$/PR Attachable ippl s: 
19.50$/PR Almost U teardrop silicone 
form: 215$/PR ot s: Catalogln ws­
letter availabl for $1. [This may b in­
corr ct, I wrote asking for one and it 
was s nt free. The newsletter is a very 
good resource on its own about breast 
forms and I rcccommend it for that 
alon .] Tanya is a memb r ofTri-Ess. 

Picas s nd any comm nts, ideas or 
corrections to bloo@eskimo.com 

Please Note: 
The contents of this newsletter 
are copyrighted. If you want to 
reprint an article you see here, 
please contact the editor for 
permission. Most likely, we'll 
say "Yes" but you do have to 
ask us first. 
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The Little Mac That Could 
Older CPUs Can Still Surf The Web 

by Maryann Kirkland 
ft r years of being intimidated by 

co111p11ters and th ir own .rs, I finally 
got my first per onal computer. A t n 
y ar old MacPlus was sitting asl p in 
L nn Walk r's apartm nt. Once th 
pride of Apple omputer (One whole 
Mb of RAM), it now draws looks and 
sounds of contempt. Lynn xplain d to 
m that th "Plu "is th "community 
computer," pass d along to n edy gen­
der folk. Being un mployed, I c r­
tainly am n dy. 

The components sat on the kitchen 
table. Th wife and I look cl at the 
sle ping Mac with a mixture of appre­
hension and puzzlement. A beige box 
with a 9 inch scr en-you call this a 
computer? So b gan my I arning 
curve. This Mac is the "junker car" 1 
never rebuilt in my teenage years. Cu­
riously, Appl Comput r affectionately 
r ~ rs to the Plus as their "Model T." 
Just like the car, it was mad in great 
quantity and th y run almost forever. 

Since I was a genuine dummy about 
computers, I started by r ading 
Macintosh for Dummies. This book 
op ned my eyes to the present real­
ity-I had neither instruction manuals 
nor software disks. Both ar usually in­
cluded when you buy a new Mac. 
However, this Mac had an external 
hard driv which contained m ag r 
system softwar . Life was possible yet. 

I am indebted to our own 
Cyb rqu en for helping me take my 
llrst tiny little cyb rsteps. Upgrad s 
wer n ed cl before going online. 
("Upgrade" is a high tech synonym for 
"money.") Am mory upgrade (4Mb), 
$200) and softwar upgrad (Syst m 
7.1, $25) w r install cl. xt step­
find a compatibl mod m. Today th 
task is trivial , but six months ago, it 
s erned as insurmountable as finding 
the Holy Crail. Do not skimp on the 
modem purchas -buy a compl te 
package: softwar , manual , high sp d , 
and fax ability. Also, once the online 
b11g bites you, u dedicat cl phone line 
is worth the mon y. 

Then th big clay arriv cl. tim to go 
online. 1 called up my only version of 
AOL. from my hard drive. After m·my 
fail cl att mpts, I was compelled to call 
AOL tech s rvic . \ h n I cl scrib cl 
my n wly upgrad cl system to him , be 
said I had no business trying to log on , 
that AOL do sn't support old r Mac 
mod Is. Finally h did relent and fur­
nish d m with the mod m string I 
needed. Many AOL users may appr -
ciate why I refi r to AOL as "Aggrava­
tion On Line." 

wbies can cut their teeth on 
these popular online services as there 
is very littJ thinking involved. Every­
thing you need is presented to you as a 
m nu and it's all only on click away! 
But, you pay by the hour to be pam­
pered and entertained! FulJ servic In­
ternet providers (now thousands of 
them!) function in the background. 
For a flat monthly charg you have un­
limited access to the \ ired World. 

Within one month's time, I was 
logged on to both AOL and Compu­
serv -an achi vement, considering I 
could not use the flood of software 
floppies & CD-ROM disks availabl . 
The Catch-22 rule holds well in 
cyb rspac -If you can get on the In-
t met, you can download tons of soft­
war . But first you must hav the mini­
mum basics to get there. 

Minimum Hardware Re­
quirements: Mac or IBM 

A CPU with at least 4Mb RAM 
( Mb pr fi rred). 

Hard Drive, eith r internal or exter­
nal for softwar storage. 

High cl nsity 3.5 inch floppy drive 
( l.44 Mb driv ). 

Keyboard , mous , monitor (B&\ \ 
fin , Color-bett r). 

Mod rn: 14,400 bits/s cat least 
($100 new). 2 , 00 is b tter. 

licroprocessor: lac Plu (6 000 
orb tt r) TBM: 3 6 orb tter (2 6 & 
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I l.D sho11ld work ). 

System With Lmrm -ies: 

Color Monitor (256 colors min. ) 
A printer. 
16 lb or more of H 11 
Faster CPU (PowerP , P<'ntiu111 ). 
Endless Storagc-Removabl 

driv s (Tom ga, yquest). 

Cost: 

ystem: Minimum feature : $500. 
System: Luxury features: $i50/$1000. 
System: ew & a' csom : $1500/$4000. 
As you can see, ou can have some 

"luxury" C atures for just a few dollars 
more. Actually thes C ah1r s are very 
standard on many computers, but if 
you do not hav th m-th y app ar to 
be "luxuries." 

Getting Started: 

Becoming computer lit rat r quir s 
time, some money and a committed ef­
fort to learning. Aft r yon buy your com­
puter system, you will most likely ac­
quire "cyber- uphoria" which will rob 
you of sle p and human int raction. But 
having th system is th best reason for 
f mding out what it can do. Become a 
"sponge." Soak up everything about 
your computer's capabilities. 

Some Sources of Information: 

Comput r bookstores. 
Discount bookstores: Used com-

puters go with used books. 
Computer trad magazines. 
Computer dealers & repair shops. 
Computer user groups. 
Locat your local Cyb rque n or 

Cyberprincess. 
Contact me ith r online 

<maryannk@philly.infi.net> orb 
snail mail care of Renaissance. 

Summary: 

This articl was written to illustrate 
the inexp nsive option of buying used 
computer systems to reach the 1 nter­
net for !es than $500. The s stem I 
put together from she r n ce ity is ac­
tuall working b low my stated mini­
mum . It can b done. 
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Dear Doctor 
Dr. William R. tayton ariswers your questions i11 a monthly column. 

end questions to PO Box 530, Bensalem,, Pa. 19020 

Dear Dr. Bill, 
I am a male to female transsexual and 

I am preparing to begin my transition. My 
wife has stood by me through the trying 
times of self discovery and exploration I 
have gone through. Now that I have de­
cided to transition we are faced with one 

more question. Will we have to get di­
vorced? She is willing to stay my spouse 
(the word we will use instead of "hus­
band" or "wife") and I want her to con­
tinue to have all the legal benefits avail­

able to any other spouse. What can you 
tell us concerning the necessity of a di­
vorce? 

Judith 

Dear Judith, 
You bring up a very important and 

timely issue that others have also 
struggled with.\\ hile I am not a lawy r 
and cannot give I gal advi , I would 
like to pose a series of qu stions that 
you will need to get clarification on 
within your own 1 gal jurisdiction. It 
may be costly to s a lawyer, but in the 
long n111 it will b well worth it. Laws 
are different in different states, but they are 
often very precise and technical. 

First, if you go for a I gal name 
change, how will that affect your 
spouse's legal status r garcling your 
maniage and spousal benefits? 

S cond, when you apply for a l gal 
chang of g nder on all your legal docu­
m nts, how will this affect your 
spouse's status r garding benefits? 
Third, if you are still marri cl wh n you 
have g nital reassignment surg ry, will 
your spouse hav to sign docum nts r -
1 asing the surgeon from any f uturc li­
ability from her. 

Fourth, what are th insurance laws 
of your stat that could af~ ct her spou­
al right and ben fits? 

Fifth, how are your rights and ben­
fits affected if anything happ ns to 

your spous ? 
ixth what ar th legal ramifica­

tions if you or your spous decide to 
end your marriage following reassign­
m nt surg ry? \\hat happ ns if it is not 
a mutually agreeable divorce? 

Ther are probably other questions 
that I have not thought about, so it is 
important that you look at all the cons -
qu nces of not divorcing, but going for 
r assignment surgery. Both you and 
your spouse ne cl prot ction from the 
I gal complications of your situation. 

Dear Dr. Bill, 

As a crossdresser one of my greatest 
thrills is to be addressed as "miss", or, 
when out with a female companion, hear 

a maitre de say. "This way ladies" as he 
leads us to our table. It seems to me 

that lately I have been hearing the lovely 
things I like to hear more often. I guess 
the question I have is, am I hearing this 
more often because of my greater skills 
at passing, or are the people I deal with 
in public becoming more aware and toler­
ant of transgendered people? 

Elaine 
Dear Elaine, 
Th answ r to your question is prob­

<\bly "both" are tru('. Thf' more profi­
cient you b come in crossdressing, the 
mor lik lihood you will bC' ab! to pass 
in public. I also beli ve that th more 
xp ri nc ou ha <' in public, th 

more confidence you build in yourself 
and this can also b a factor in passing. 
A lot of p opl ar "read" becaus of 
their ins curity and d meanor, not be­
cause th y ar not passable. l also be­
li ve that in many areas, esp cially big 
citi s, th re is mor tolerance of dif~ r­
ences. On of the benefits of m dia 
publicity, talk shows and movies that 
explore the transgender phenomenon , 
is that the public is more tolerant of the 
behavior, sp cially if the stories have 
b en sensitive, ducational and full of 
positive human emotion. I think on 
still needs to be very careful, however, 
when in smaller towns and conservativ 
areas of th country. Th re is also a lot 
of hostility and into! ranc out 9\. 
there in our world. e 

TELEPHONE (215) 547-9417 Theseus Counseling 
Services 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, PH.D. 
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST 

OFFICE HOURS 
BY APPOINTMENT 

BUCK MEDICAL CENTER 
SUITE 12 

1723 WOODBOURNE ROAD 
LEVITTOWN, PA 19057 
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F inb rg (hardbound, 212 
pages) Boston , Mas achus tt : B aeon 
Press, 1996. Reviewed by Ms. Lee 
Etscovitz Ed.D., Renaissance Nati01ial 
Librarian. 

Lesli Feinb rg's Transgender 
Warriors is a serious voice of passion 
sp aking logically to both the transgen­
der community and th public at large. 
Her book passionately proclaims the 
right of all peopl everywhere "to d -
fine, determine, or change their sex in 
any way they choose - whether female, 
male, or any point on th spectrum be­
tween. And that includes th right to 
physical ambiguity and contradiction." 
She goes on to say: "My goal in this 
book is to fashion history, politics, and 
theory into a st ely weapon with which 
to defend a very oppr ssed s gment of 
th population." Feinberg is thus both 
a writer and an activist in the cause of 
ov rcoming transgend r oppression. 

As a writer, F inb rg builds a logi­
cal cas for the above proclamation out 
of her extensive and fascinating histori­
cal research. But as she herself points 
out, "Transgender Warriors is not an 
exhaustiv trans history, or even the 
history of the rise and d velopm nt of 
the modern trans movement. Instead, 
it is a fresh look at sex and gender in 
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inspiring in the furth r clarification of 
h r ov rail purpose both as a writer 
and as an activist: 

"Today, a gr at d al of "gend r 
th ory" is abstracted from human ex-
p rience. But if theory is not the crys­
tallized resin of experience, it ceases to 
be a guide to action. I offer history, 
politics, and theory tJ1at live and 
breathe because they are rooted in the 
exp ri nee of r al people who fought 
nesh-and-blood battles for freedom. 
And my work is not solely devoted to 
chronicling th past, but is a compo­
nent of my organizing to h Ip shap 
the future. 

This is the heart of my life's work. 
\<\hen I clenched my fists and shouted 
back at slurs aimed to strip me of my 
humanity, this was th certainty b -
hind my anger. \\ hen I sputtered in 
pain at well-meaning individuals who 
told m , 'l just don't get what you are?' 
- this is what I meant. Today, Trans­
gender Warriors is my answer. This is 
the core of my pride." 

It is the passionate yet logical use of 
history, th r fore, which rivets the 
reader's attention throughout the 
book. The author covers much histori­
cal ground to clarify and to support th 
contemporary struggle against trans-

gender oppression. he lwgins with 
h r own person.11 strugglC' <lS a ma c:u­
line female who discovC'rs in the study 
of hi tory th root of h<'r ow1 g nd r 
difficulties as well as thC' r ots or trans­
gender oppres ion in g ncral. FC'in­
bcrg shows the rC'adcr cvid<>ncc, both 
prehistoric and historic, for transgC'n-
d red b havior, such as among native 
Am ricans and in Joan or re and Ru­
Paul. She then shows the developm nt 
of trnnsgend r intolerance, bigotry, 
and oppr ssion as part or the chang 
from matriarchal to patriarchal society, 
the 1is of ruling classes, and th emer­
gence of Christianity. " Te are next 
given the history of ffort on the part 
of activists - transgend r warriors - to 
combat injustic s against the transgen­
der community, such as th Ston wall 
Rebellion in ew York City on June 
28, 1969. She also shows the close con­
nection b tween th struggle of 
women and the struggle of the trans­
gend r d for greater self-expression. It 
is in terms of this historical perspective 
as a whole that Feinberg sees the basis 
for making history, that is, for bringing 
about social chang in th dir ction of 
great r freedom for th trnnsgender d 
and for all the oppr ssed. I should add 
tJ1 book is well illustrated throughout, 
with a separates ction cl voted to even 
more pictur s of contemporary trans­
gend r wa1Tiors. Each picture is clari­
fied with a commentary. Overall, I find 
Transgender Warriors to b truly edu­
cational and ev n inspiring. I am b t­
ter for having read it. 

(This book is available in the A.._ 
Renaissance Bookstore at ~ 
GPC meetings.) 

Be the woman of your dreams, from 
the woman who make your dream. 
come true! Join me for a private, ex­
otic and cxclu ive makeover in a warm 
and understanding atmosphere. This 
is a non-serual sen-ice and novice arc 
welcome. Call (215) 830- 373 for a 
free consultation 

Hair Styling 
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Letters 
to the 
Editor 

An Offer JoAnn Can't Refuse ... 
Dear Me. Ro17erts, 
I am relatlvely new to the community. I 

have 17een associated with the Boulton 
and Parle Society since 1991 and have at­
tended five T exae T Party conventions. I 
read "Renaleeance" and a numl7er of 
other community newsletters from 
acroee the United States and I can not 
underetand what It le you have against 
the "1" Party or the Phillips. 

I wortc with the Phillips two to three 
daye a weak several months prior to the 
"1" and I am In charge of the Tag Sale. If 
in fact the Phllllps were only making, let's 
say $20,000 on the high side per gender 
event, I am surprised they work so cheap. 
I doul7t you can find anyone to work such 
a thankless jol7 for so little money. Two 
people working 40 hours a week for 50 
weeks a year comes to $5.00 an hour. 
There is no 17eneflts or insurance, reim-
17ursement for wear and tear on the of­
fice equipment or your vehicle. Now if you 
deduct from the $20,000 the capital re­

quired for next year's event, the grants 
to various individuals the Boulton and 
Parle Society makes each year, plus tele­
phone, stamps and printing expenses, 
and I am sure I left something out that 
17rings the $5.00 and hour the Phillipe's 
are working for to even less. 

The Texas T Party is the least expen-
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sive of any gender event around and the 
only event that gives a price break to 
couples. Also Cynthia works with the ho­
tel to get the least expensive room rates 
availal71e plus this year a very nice 17reak­
fast was included in the room rate. As 
far as I know, the "T' Party is the only 
gender event that gives complimentary 
registration and meals to Virginia Prince. 

Would you please come to the 9th An­
nual Texas "T" Party which again will 17e 
held in Dallas from March 11 to March 16. 
Then if you find something wrong with 
what we do, you can write al7out it first 
hand and not get second hand informa­
tion from your news network. If you will 
come to the "T" I would like to treat you to 
the Wednesday night dinner on the town 
as we herd into the 17us en femme and en 
masse. Who can resist a free dinner! 

Yes. Cynthia and Linda Phillips were 
ready to quit 17ecause they were tired. We 
are hoping that word of mouth and the 
Internet will do more work for us this 
year. We personally talk to 751. ofthe at­
tendees at least twice 17efore the "T' 
even starts. There are a lot of scared 
crossdressers out there that need reas­
surance. They do not trust themselves 
and they certainly do not trust us. There 
is a lot more to putting on a gender 
event than lining up a hotel and arrang­
ing meals. 

Please come to the next "T' and see 
where the money goes. 

Sincerely, Bonnie B 

D ar Bonnie, 
\\'ho can r sist a fr c dinn r? I can. 

I'm on a diet. All of th things you claim 
the Phillips do to make the "T" a great 
event are done by every organization 

ancVor p<'rson who puts 011 nn ('vent. 
I lowevcr, my point was th "T " is pr<'­
sentc-d to th<' community as an c•vp11t 
sponsored by a not-for-profit organi1.a­
tion which it is not. I think thP "T'' is a 
great event and recommend it to man;. 
people- c-ac:h year. But , plC'aSC', don't 
prc-tc-nd it's run on altrni. 111. 

Dear Eds, or Edwinas, 
Congratulations on you're 17eing on­

linel However, I regret I won't be request­
ing (ordering or. downloading anything 
from "ren." The reason is that on my 
server my email address is always fol­
lowed conspicuosly by my male name in 
parentheses. It's a standard rule. Mine 
is a non-commercial server. I suspect 
there are a lot of others out there (out 
here?) who are in the same position. 

Love, Stella Bamvil 

Dear Stella , 
J have to point out three things: ( l ) 

It's totally up to you what appear after 
your emai l addr ss when you send 
someone a message. (2) Your name 
only appears in outgoing messages. If 
you gi e someone your emai l address 
through snail mail or on a cocktai l nap­
kin, th y won't 1 am your male name-by 
sending you m ssages, unless you r ply. 
(3) \\'c would never under any cir­
cumstances reveal any information 
about any of our subscribers-for ei­
ther the print or email edition . o, if 
ou or anyone else would like the 

convienicncc of getting th text version 
of erus & Views in their mail box 
have no fears concerning sC'curity. 
\\'e're on our side. 

" ... Electrolysis. I've been through it. 
I can help you through it. " T Dr. A. S. Nobel 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Che ter, Pa. 19013 610•872•2091 
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Psychotherapist 
Specialized in Treatment 

of Gender Identity Disorder (TVffS) 
Individual 

Marriage & Family 
Group 

683 Donald Dr. . 
Bridgewater, NJ 08870 

(908) 722-9884 
Fax (908) 722-0666 

In urance Accepted 
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Transgraph Enterprises 
.Tine l/11a/i/1J 

/! l117etz.le Wigs & Wig Care Products 

Boutlque 

Lingerie from 

Small to Queen 4X 

Bras: 32 to 52H 

137 MacDade Boulevard 
Folsom, PA 

19033 
610.532.4372 
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from America Online 
"In life there are no guarantees, but without trying there are only regrets. " 

"Let this gg take you from debutante to goddess and beyond. " 

SERVICES 
Photography 

Salon a la carte 
Consulting 

Wardrobe Specialist 
Glamour Application 

feminine Comportment 
Wig Selection and Maintenance 

- Manicuring. sculpting. wraps. kapping tit gels 
- redicure, therapeutic foot massage 

- Featuring the 3 mJnute nail drying system 
- full Epilation. organic tit conventional 

Lynda K. Krupa 
Transformation Expert 

Phone: 215·878·3383 
Cdtips@AOL.com 

Call now for your free initial consultation. 
All inquiries strictly confidential. 

Supporting Member of Renaissance & Tri-Ess 
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May 4, J.996 proved to be an his­
toric date in the Garden State, the date 
that three ew Jersey "Gender 
Croups," Renaissance affiliate MOTC, 

hi Delta Mu Tri-Ess, and Sigma u 
Rho Tri-Ess work cl together to pro­
duce a stellar evening of ntertain­
ment, dinner, dancing, and informal 
social discourse. From the oversized 
Presid ntial Suite at the luxury Clarion 
Ilotel and Towers, which served as a 
hospitality suite and changing area be­
fore and after dinner, to the friendly 
and professional hotel staff, the stage 
was set for this remarkable vening. 

It was a celebration for the entire 
gender community, ""here husband 
and wife could dance together, freely 
express themselves, m et and ex­
change discourse with "drag queens," 
transsexuals, hermaphrodites, as well 
as aclmir rs, both male and female. We 
even had a first time "public" cross­
dresser who thanked us and others for 
making that "giant step" so easy. La-
b ls? Who cared! 

The vegetable erudite was adequate 
during the cocktail hour, as well as the 

Dermatologist ... 
twic daily. It probably works by an 
anti-androg n effect that turns down 
oil production and th production of 
frpe fatty acids in the follicle. This pre-
cription m dication shou ld definit ly 

be monitored by a dermatologist, b -
·au c it can lower the blood pressur 

and cause accumulation of potassium, 
among other side effects. 

You arc doing well to 11 e the Buf-
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Dining With Babs 

Starshine Over New Jersey: Prom Night 
by Carol and Babs 

salad that compri d the first cour e. 
The quality and portion siz of the t n­
der Chick n Frarn;aise with steamed 
vegetables over wild lice was a pleas­
ant surprise, as was th flexibility of 
the kitchen staff to accomodate some 
of the guests who r qu st cl sp cial 
di t dishes-without prior notice. Our 
only complaint was th busboy kept 
taking our drinks a\.vay before we fin­
ished them! Voicing our complaint to 
the bartender resulted in free replace­
ments! Desse1t was a very t mpting 
mocha cheesecake with a chocolate 
crust that taxed our will power. .. it also 
taxed Bab's waist cinched 

Music ... Music ... Music! Through­
out the evening we danc d to continu­
ous music provided by DJ Karen 
Ward, who, whenever possible , filled 
our requests. Slow songs, Lindys, latin 
rhythms, a littl disco, and yes, the 
Electric Slide too! Som thing for ev­
eryone to enjoy! Toward the end there 
were a lot of tired, but happy stock­
inged feet. .. everyones emed to 
dance ... no wallflowers! 

The highlight of the evening was 
provided by our special entertainer, 
the reigning "Miss Drag w York 
City," the beautiful and talented song­
bird, Miss Victoria Weston. Impecca­
bly attired in a classically inspired 
white gown with gold bars and trim on 
the bodice to tastefully, yet strongly, 
sugg st decolletage, sh mad a stun­
ning presence in her "bob" styl cl 
blonde wig. A sight suggesting the best 

Puf. This r mov s xcess oil and skin 
cells that cau e obstru tion or the fol­
licles. A salicylic acid cleanser such as 
Sal-Ac is userul with th Buf-Puf'. 

In treating acn , th dermatologi t 
has access to an incr asing number or 
beneficial products . Onf' of my favorite 
regimens is Benzamycin with Retin-A. 
For pati nts with more sensitive skin, 
the rythromycin ointment, Aknc­
mycin, or topical clindamycin ( 1 ocin­
T ) solution arc er~ ctivc. Sulfocct-R is <1 

drying lotion with a coloring agent that 
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or larilyn, Lana and eronica Lake! 
Th n sh b gan to sing! \\'e blinked 
and th re was Judy Carland, then 
H ele n O' onnell and Benn 
Goodman's band ... a little count1y with 
Patsy line. The audienc was trans­
fixed as this midwest rn "gal" gave us a 
glimps of her unique backround. \\'e 
all enjoyed and related to her original 
lyrics and props used in her "junk 
food" song. 1I r final e, an int rpr ta­
tion or Judy Garland's Rock-a-Bye 
four Baby brought a spontano us 
standing ovation from the audience ... 
as well as for her encore, \Vind Be­
neath My Wings. Outstanding! \\ 've 
seen Victoria p rform sev ral times in 

YC over the past few year and she 
gets better and better .. for both her 
stage pr sence and song, she gave her 
best to ew Jers yl 

In a nov 1, yet enthusiastically re­
c ived twist, th Prom Que n was se­
lected by an unbiased rafOe. larcia 
was given a large bouqu t of roses, a 
cash priz • and becam the object or 
an army or .. nvious" photograph rs. 
She looked "mahv lou !" For all or 
those guests who so wished, a prores­
sional photographer took snapshots in 
a reserv cl ar a or the ballroom. 

J Prom it was cone ivecl by u­
san Lynette, the newly elected Presi­
dent of Chi Delta Mu. Susm1 not only 
organiz cl the vent, but also provid d 
the lov ly floral cl corations as well! 
The probl m will b how to make fl 
next year's affair even b tter! e 
can double as makeup in a pinch. It is 
c rtainly a good (and th rapeutic) covC'r 
under rnakf'up. The new topical az laic 
acid (Aze lC'x), seems to be as cff cctive 
as R tin-A without th photosensitizing 
sid eff ccts. \\ ater-base makeup is 
prercrable to a moisturizing base, 
"moistmC'" usually means "oil... lost 
patients with acne have too much oil al­
ready. Mcdicin i making gr at strides 
to df'f'cat this devilish di ease, 
which has b en a dermatological A.. 
disaster at so many clan ·cs! e 



Greetings, girlfri nds! Last month, I 
m ntioned the slow, but eventual ar-
1ival of spring. This month, the 
weath r theme, of a sort, continues. 
With summer right around th corner, 
I'm sure many of you are dying to hit 
the beach, r sort or pool in your best 
looking swimsuit. ff you've seen the 
pictures Ang la displays in thes pages 

ach F bruary , then I'm sur it makes 
you want to shimmy into your suit and 
strut your stuff. (Okay, Ange! I've 
pl11gged the Swimsuit feature! Do I get 
a raise?) But what if you don't have a 
suit and are unsure as to what kind to 
buy?\\ ell, ladi s, you're in luck, 'cause 
I have loads of juicy info to share that 
will help make your decision easier. 

In late March, I was strolling 
through a local d partment store 
which had it's swimsuit collection 
prominently displayed. While ogling 
the gorgeous suits, I noticed a pam­
phlet at the register which lists all the 
differ nt typ s of swimsuits on can 
buy, along with illustrations and de­
scriptions of what they are. Grabbing 
one of these pamphlets, I thought this 
would make for a super cool, not to 
mention topical shopping column now 
that bikini season is near. While space 
prevents m from showing the illustra­
tions, I will paint as b st I can a mental 
pictur of what ach suit looks like 
whil I giv you the lowdown on th m. 

First, we have the Surplice, a style 
with fabric gathered across the bust on 
onC' ide of th waist. This draws atten­
tion away from a larg bust whil the 
diagonal lines makes th wai t look 
smallC'r. The Bandeau is a strapless suit 
ideal for sunning that works well for a 
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fuller busted figure. The Cummer­
bund style, where fabric is gath r d 
dead center of the waist draws atten­
tion away from a large bust whil giv­
ing the illusion of a small waistline. 
The Blouson, has a blouse like look 
which helps hide the midriff while 
maximi7jog a small bust or minimizing 
a large one. The Ruffled style, with 
anywher from one to three tiers of 
ruffles, performs the same function as 
the Blouson. 

The Tanksuit, a simple, uncompli­
cated. self explanatory style is best for 
those of you who might actually want 
to do some swimming. The Low Rise 
Bikini doesn't cover a thing.\ ith its 
very low cut bottom, it leaves nothing 
to hide. If you have a paunch, or a ru­
mor of one, don't even think about 
buying this type of suit, you'll just look 
silly. The oth r kind of two piece is the 
High Waist Bikini. The high. horizon­
tal bottom of this style is good for hid­
ing the tummy, still, it helps to have a 
Oat stomach to make it or the Low 
Rise effective. Next is the Skater, a 
strapless one pi ce style with a skirt 
like bottom covering the thighs, whil 
the Tunic/Sheatl1-a sort of minidress , 
covers both hips and thighs . 

\\hat style you choose is up to you, 
but h re are some facts to consid r 
wh n buying a swimsuit. According to 
the pamphl t-swimsuit siz s are dif­
fe rent from dress sizes. To figure out 
your swimsuit siz , take your dr ss siz 
and go up on or two sizes. CasC' in 
point: if you wear a size dr ss, you 
willb lik lytow arasize10or12 
swimsuit. For most of u wh n it 
comes to swimsuits, the midriff and 
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waistli nf' arc· a noliC'eahlf' crnll'<'rll tlmt 
can I)(' addrC's~wd with n surplice, 
blouson or c.:11111111 rbund. DPtail 011 a 
top will add full1wss to a small bust 
whilC' dark colors Sf'C'lll lo rf'cNlr., thus 
creati ng a slimming C'ffC'cl for those of 
us with sizabl hiplin C'. and thighs. 

WhC'rC' to shop for a uit? Dc•parl­
ment stores arc always a good be't be­
cause of th<' hngt' sdt>ctions and vari­
ety of suits. lmosl ev ry typC' of uil 
I've mentioned can be found at places 
lik PC'nn 's, and Sears, along with 
discount stores likC' Ross, Filene 's 
Bas m nt an<l Marshall's. ju t to namC' 
a ~ w. But I urge you to shop now be­
fore all the b st stuff i gon . And, of 
course, when it comes to shopping, 
don't b afraid to ask for help to make 
a swimsuit sel ction. There is also a 
magazined voted to swimsuits and r<'­

lated wear. Swinimit USA of£ rs som 
excellent styles and various colors at 
remarkably good prices, nothing 
higher than sixty dollars. 

Lastly, her 's something you might 
find useful on your shopping excur­
sions. I know this is a tad late to men­
tion. but ev ry Easter Sunday. it's a 
tradition for me to watch The Ten 
Commandments. It's one of my all­
time favorite movies, and not just for 
th cheap thrills of watching Charlton 
H ston and th late. great Yul B1ynner 
parade around in skirts. Afte r I fin­
ished watching it this y ar, I was struck 
by a sudden and incredible inspiration 
that I will now har with all of you, 
my nock of loyal read rs, som thing J 
proudly call: Jessica Brandon's Ten 
Commandments of Shopping. You 'll 
find them on page 24. 

Don' t forget, I stilJ ne cl contribu­
tors for my column. Just send your 
tips, comm nts and opinions to me 
<tre top@voicen t.com >. And, for 
those of you who ar wired 
to surf th web, ch ck out 
the R nais ancc homepage 
at <www.rcn .org>. and 
you'll e urs truly 
there! In glorious color to 
boot!\\ a kcwl , h11!t '? 
Till nC'xt month , bC' 
smart, buy smart and 
look sma1t. l lappy 
Shopping Si tC'r ! 
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{~~.. crranso/amp Pu6[ications 
proua[y presents 'J(pfina Isato 's 

. v~ 

\
~1 .

11
.l .. '· O Tales of A Sexy Vampire, Second Edition 

@ The Sexy Vampire Cookbook 

Each volume is $20 and chock full of makeup 
1. and image advic on how to look, act, an<l ~ el 

' ;\\ l I \ \ your sexy hest. Send $2 for mor information 

I / \ 1 about thes books and new wig brochure. 

• / \ 
1~· Discretion assured. 

µ..1 ;~ 
,,;./ \ -= Mary Lerario, 2300 Walnut St. #405, 

Eileen Shields Pudleiner 
Free Consultation • Free Brochure 

Dermatologist Recommended 

A.B.E. Electrolysis 
40% off your first visit 

Bethlehem, Pa. 
Allentown, Pa. 
Hazleton, Pa. 
Kunldetown, Pa. 

610-867-9446 
610-434-1420 
717-455-4595 
610-381-4758 

D e bra's Closet 
Fashionable Consignments 

New Designer Fashions 
Layaway 
•VISA• 

• MasterCard• 
• Discover• 
•AMEX• 

Private Evening Shopping 
by Appointment 

Hargrove Plaza 
2673 Haddonfield Road 
Pennsauken, NJ 08110 

609.486.9636 

Transvestite? Transsexual? 
Dominant? Submissive? 

Fantasies? Fetishes? 
Too shy to meet in person? 

Call now to w here all l ifestyles are treated in an 

intelligent, caring, creative way. Perhaps you have 

thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? Why be alone? 

Call me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy exploration. Ms. Scarlet, 

Sweet TV Kelly and myself are avai lable to trai n or transform you into the glamour 

girl, or demure gir l you desire to be. 

Privacy assured . Cal I now for free 24 hour info: 215-602-2888. 
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Dear Dermatologist, 
I always seem to get little pieces of 

skin around my cuticles that peel uack 
and sometimes get sore and red. I think 
they're called "hangnails?" They're annoy­
ing and they sure mess up the look of my 
nicely polished nails. This particularly 
seems to occur in the Winter. What 
causes this and how can I stop it7 

Miss Shredding 

Dear Shredding, 
Hangnai ls are a manifestation of dry 

skin around the nail fo lds. Cold dry 
winter air is cl finitely an aggravating 
factor. (You might also notice that your 
nail plates are more brittle in winter.) 

Th worst thing you can do with a 
hangnail is peel it back. This caus s a 
deeper injury to th skin, and possibly 
inC ction. You may clip it cautiously 
with a cuticle scissors, b ing car ful not 
to br ak th skin. 

Th re arc several xcell nt ways to 
prevent hangnails. H the skin is not bro­
ken , a 12 percent lactic acid lotion 
(Lacllydrin) worn overnight under a­
ran Wrap wi ll normaliz th int grity of 
th top la er, and h drate the skin. Bag 
Balm and Vitamin E oil are also eff ec­
tive and, unlike LacHydrin, available 
without a pr scription. Enjoy soft, 
feminine hands, Miss Shrednomor ! 

Dear Dermatologist, 
I am in my 30's and still find myself 

getting pimples. Sometimes, usually 
when I have a date or other social func­
tion, I will develop a real doozy some­
where that all the world can see. (My chin 
line or right ueslde my nose are two of 
the commonest.) Nothing looks as unhip 
as a strapless dress, heels and angry 
red facial lump. (It's hard to even 
camoflage them with makeup.) I wash my 
face and I use a Buff Puff every day. How 

can I stop these evil 

PERMANENT MAKEUP things? Also, I have 
heard it's dangerous 

to pop a pimple. Is NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS 

_Q?/, o en<:x 
l5ent'-e1c. 

"TIMELESS BEAUTY THAT NEVER ENDS" 

FREE CONSULTATION 
609-770-0070 

JEAN RICHARn LONGMIRE, SPECIALIST 609-782-8100 

PERMANENT MAKEUP 
EYEBROWS• EYELINER• LIP LINING 

LIP FILL IN• CAMOUFLAGE 

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS 
• PERMANENT NON INVASION TECHNIQUE 
• AS EFFETIVE AS NEEDLE TECHNIQUE 
• FDA LISTED AS PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL DEVICE 

this true7 
Kathy 

D ar Kathy, 
Your qu stion on 

manipu l ating 
pimples is on of the 
most significant in 
dermatology. My 
advic is simple: 
Don't do it! If you 

are sg11 zing a hard, painful "under­
grounder," ou have littl to gain. The 
pus is poorly organized, and the ma­
nipulation will cause even more swC' ll­
ing and pain . You may !in n lot to lose. 
T n br aking the skin, you may inoculate 
the area ' ith Staph from your fing r , 
thus causing a local infection called an 
ecthyma. Th c nt r of the foe . is the 
worst possibl area for this to hnpp n. 
Th bridg of the nose and the corners 
of the mouth fo rm the "critical triangle" 
of th face. T his area drains dir ct! 
backward into the venous sinuses of the 
brain. Manipulation in this area ma_ 
cause a r trograde f1ow of bacteria ba k 
into the brain, with possibl critical 
con qu nc s such as blood clots or en­
c phalitis. 

o what do you do with thes 
undergrounclers? Tf you need a quick 
resolution , a dermatologist can inject 
th lesion with a tiny do of corticos­
t roid. Hot compress s ma cause the 
I sion to drain spontaneou ly. ntibiot­
ics sometimes help, the most effective 
b ing minocycline, tetracycline, and 
erythromycin. Frequ nt application ol" 
Benzamycin, a gel containing erythro­
mycin and 5% benzoyl I eroxid , has 
both drying <rnd antibacterial effects, 
both of which are beneficial. 

If you fr qu ntly g t these painful 
r d nodular lesions, th pota sium­
sparing diuretic spironolacton has 
been helpful. The dose is 25 to SOmg 

continued on page 20 

• NO PITIING, SCARRING OR INFECTION 
• MAKEUP APPLIED IMMEDIATELY Large Selection 

CALL FOR MENU OF OTHER SERVICES 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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Rene of Paris. Henry Margu. Eva Gabor 
and more. 

Call jor appointment 
(61 OJ 446-0799 
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Jessica's Ten Commandments of Shopping 

I 
I Thou shalt spend wisely and 

sensibly. 

II Thou shalt buy quality, not 
quantity. 

m Thou shalt buy clothing to 
match thine age. 

IV Thou shalt not scrimp when it 
comes to shoes. 

v Thou shalt save thy receipts. 

INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP COUNSELING 
ON THE PERSONAL AND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

OF GENDER VARIATIONS 

Lee Etscovifz, Ed.D. 
HUMAN DIMENSIONS 

PO BOX471 
Willow Grove, PA 19090 

Ans. Mach.: (215) 657-1560 
Fax: (215) 659-1331 

E-MAIL: hmdm@voicenet.com 

P K Consulting Associates 
Patricia Klein, M.S. 

Sexuality I sue 
Orientation •Gender Identity 

Partners • Families 

1013 Brookside Rel 
Allentown, PA 18106 

Box 3624 
610-821-2955 

II 
VI Thou shalt not buy cos.metics 

at the drug store. 

VII Thou shalt not buy wigs 
through mail order. 

VIII Thou shalt look at all times 

IX 

x 
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for sales. 

Thou shalt demand good 
customer service. 

Thou shalt remember: "Cash 
is queen! No matter how thou 
art dressed!" 

CREATIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

ASSOCIATES 
BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST 

Individual, Family, Marital 
Divorce & Sexual Coun eling 

Judith D. Dean 
Ed. D., M. Div., M.S. 

Suite 110 
55 Princeton-Hightsown Rd. 
Princeton Junction , NJ 08550 

( 609) 27 5•6556 



Angela Gardner 
Managing Director 98.70ld Eagle School Road, Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087 
Phone: 610-975-9119, Email: bensalem@cpcn.com 

Dear Renaissance Member, 

Enclosed is a research survey put out by a student at the University of North 

Carolina. The student is attempting to find answers to many of the questions 

surrounding why we are the way we are . Please take some of your time and fill 

out the questionnaire. When you have answered everything please mail it to the 

Renaissance Office. The address is above. Please put the completed survey in 

the mail no later June 20, 1996. Don't put your name or address anywhere on 

the survey. The researcher does not want to know your identity. By having us 

mail all the completed forms to her you will be kept totally anonymous. 

Thank you for taking the time to fill out the form and as soon as the survey 

results are released you can read all about them in Renaissance News & Views. 
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LNC(HARIDTIE 

Social Influence and 
Happiness Questionnaire 

-1996-
Hilary H. Edwards, Investigator 

University of North Carolina - Charlotte 

Informed Consent Statement 
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY: 

This project is being conducted as part of the requirements for a Master of Arts degree from 
the Department of Sociology at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. It is designed 
to measure male transgender activity. Your participation is completely voluntary. You do not 
have to complete this suNey. You may skip any question you do not wish to answer. Most 
of the questions are of a personal nature. You need to be aware that your responses are 
to/a/Iv anonvmous. they cannot be linked back to you. Do Nol put your name or other 
identifying infonnation anywhere on this questionnaire. Remember, your answers cannot be 
linked back to you and you can choose not to answer any questions you are uncomfortable 
with. 

Than.Ir you for your cooperation and partidpation. 

L....-...1 This questionnaire has received approval from r-i 

the Human Subjects Committee at UNC- If you have any questions regarding this survey 
Charlotte. UNC-Charlotte is eager lo ensure that please contact the investigator 
all research participants are treated in a fair and Hilary H. Edwards 
respectful manner. If you have any concerns or or the investigator's thesis committee chair 
q~esLio~s about your treatment as a subject in Dr. Larry Lance, Professor 
\his pro1ect, please con~act: c/o The Department of Sociology 

David T ~st . . U NC-Charlotte 
Department of Teaching Spec1alt1es 9201 University City Boulevard 

UNC-Charlotte Charlotte NC 28223 
Charlotte, NC 28223 ' 



Part 1 
The following questions are for compiling a demographic background of the respondents. Please check the most appropriate 
answer or, when necessary, fill in the blanks as concisely as possible. Please note the word 'ACTIVITY' is used throughout this 
questionnaire. This term refers to any transgender activity in which you have ever been associated with (to include but not 
limited to): 
• Fetishistic Cross-dresser- As the term is used in this questionnaire, refers to individuals who wear female clothing only to 

achieve sexual arousal. These individuals have a very low level of conviction to the female gender . 
• General Cross-dresser (or Transvestism)- As the term is used in this questionnaire refers lo individuals who wear female 

clothing to express their 'soft' (female) side, regardless of their sexual orientation. This type of activity usually does nol 
prompt sexual arousal. these individuals have some female gender conviction but predominately identify with the male 
gender. 

• Transgenderism- As the term is used in this questionnaire refers to individuals who pref er to blend their 'soft' (female) side 
and 'hard' (male) gender identities. This term is used to identify androgynous individuals. These individuals have neither 
predominately male or fem ale gender convictions but strike a balance between the two. 

• Gender Dysphoric - As it is used here, refers to individuals with strong female gender convictions but due to varying 
circumstances cannot or will not make the commitment to lifestyle changes as those who are transsexual. 

• Transsexualism - As it is used here, are those individuals who have strong female gender convictions and have made an 
extreme effort to change their lifestyle to correspond with their dominate gender identity. In other words these individuals live 
life full time as fem ales even if they have not had sex reassignment surgery. 

Please answer the questions based on your specific type of activity. 
These items may be sensitive to some people. Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY. 

You may choose to discontinue participation at any point. 

Keep in mind all responses are anonymous and cannot be linked back to the respondents. 

1. Age __ _ 

3 Marital Status: 

2. Race/Ethnic Identity: 
OAfrican-American 
OCaucasian 
OAsian 
OHispanic 
ONative American 
OOther (please specify) _______ _ 

Please do not 
write in this 

area 

-----
1 2 3 • s 
(1) __ 

6 7 

(2) __ 

OSingle 4. If married number of years: _____ _ I ~ 8 S 

t~ OMarried------ 5.lf married, does your spouse know about your li1 (3) _ ._ 
':JOivorced activity? 6. If you answered 'yes' to item 5, r.1 
:JWidowed OYes ---- i.:1 how did your spouse find out? ~ 
:.J Other ONo 

~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~;;;;;niiii<! OYou Told Oby accident ~1 
• OShe deduced OSomeone Else ~ 

8 If ever married, number of times? ____ _ 

9 Religious affiliation: 
:J Protestant 
:JCatholic 
:JJewish 

OOther 
' 7. ff you answered 'yes' io item 5, ~ 

how did your spouse's discovery ~ 
affect your relationship? 

DStrong Negative Affect 
OModerate Negative Affect 

10 ll 

(4) __ 
12 13 

(5) __ 
14 15 

(6) __ 
16 17 

(7) __ 
18 IS 

(8) __ 
20 21 

Other 
:JNone 

OSlight Negative Affect 
OStrong Positive Affect 
OModerate Positive Affect 
OSlight Positive Affect 

~ ~ (9) __ 
II 22 l!l :-J 

(10) __ 
24 is 

O Are you dressed en femme while responding to this questionnaire? OYes ONo 



Part 1 continued ... 

11 . Occupation :---------------------

12. Your Annual Income: 
0 Less than $25, 000 
0 $25,001- 50 ,000 
0 $50,001- 100,000 
0 More than $100,001 

13. Highest level of education: 
OHigh school diploma or less 
OSome College 
02 year degree 
04 year degree 
OMasters degree 
0 Ph.D. or equivalent 

0 Other (please specify) -------------

14 . What was your biological gender at birth? 
(i .e . what sex was placed on your birth certificate) 

0 Male 
0 Female 

15. At what age did you start your activity? _________ _ 

16. What do you consider to be your gender identity? 
0 Male (meaning more male than female aspects) 
0 Female (meaning more female than male aspects) 
0 Androgynous (meaning a blending of both male and female aspects) 

17. Based on your physical gender at the present time, how would you classify your sexual 
orientation? 

D Heterosexual (meaning you are physically male/ sexually oriented towards females) 
D Heterosexual except when en femme 
0 Homosexual (meaning you are physically male/ sexually oriented towards males or 

you are post operative female attracted to females) 
O Bisexual (meaning regardless of your physical gender you are sexually attracted to 

both males and females) 
Cl Asexual (meaning regardless of your physical gender you are not sexually attracted 

to males or females) 

18. Have you ever been diagnosed by a medical doctor as having a physiological ailment or 
disorder which might promote your desire to participate in your transgender activity? 
(i .e . a chromosomal defect or other medical finding) 

DY es 
D No 

19 Do you have any children? 
OYes ------­
ONo 

20. If you answered 'yes' to item 19: 
#of daughters ___ _ 
#of sons 

Please continue to Part 2 

Please do 
not write in 
this area 

(11) __ 
25 27 

(12) __ 
28 29 

(13) __ 
30 31 

(14) __ 
31 3:J 

(15) __ 
3-1 3:5 

(16) __ 
36 37 

(17) __ 
38 ~ 

(18) __ 
4() 41 

(19) __ 
.Q .<J 

(20) __ 
..... "5 



Part2 
The following questions pertain to your behavior and attitudes toward your activity. Check the most 
appropriate box or fill in the blanks when necessary. Please note the term 'ACTIVITY' refers to your specific 
type of transgender behavior. Also, remember your answers cannot be linked back to you. These items may 
be considered sensitive to some people. 

Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY. 
You may choose to discontinue participation at any point . 

Your anonymity is assured. 

21. Have you ever 'purged' of any transgender activity? 

OYes l 
0 No l 

22 . If you answered 'yes' to item 21, #of times you have purged? ____ __ _ 
23. If you answered 'yes' to item 21, at what age did you first purge? ____ _ 
24 . If you answered 'yes' to item 21 , what do you feel was your main reason for 

purging? ---------------------------
25. If you answered 'yes' to item 21, how long was the longest purge period you have 

ever experienced? - ---------------- ------
26. If you answered 'yes' to item 21 , what prompted you to start your activity again? 

0 Do not know 
0 Had a strong unexplainable desire I could not ignore 
0 Personal situations changed which made it easier to participate 

0 Other (please explain)-------------- - ----
27. Do you think you will ever purge again? 

OYes } -
0 No 28. Please briefly explain your answer to item 27 . 

0 Unsure 

-~~·- ... . ··-

29 If you could change the amount and/or type (please refer back to 'ACTIVITY' definitions 
n part 1 if necessary) of your current activity without any social conflicts would you: 

0 Keep your activity at its current amount and type 
0 Increase amount of your current activity but not change type of activity 
CJ Change type of activity but not change amount of activity 
:J Change the type of activity and increase the amount of activity 

(1.e. you currently consider yourself a moderate cross-dresser but would like to 
become transsexual) 

Decrease the amount of your current activity but not change the type of activity 
0 Decrease the amount of your activity and change the type of activity 

(i.e. you are currently a moderate cross-dresser but would like to be able to purge 
permanently) 

:l Other (please explain) 
30 I you were told of a new medication that would hatt your desire for any type of 

transgender activity, would you take it? 
:l Yes 0 No 0 Unsure 

31. If 11 were socially acceptable would you participate in your activity full time? 
0 Yes 0 No 

32 Nu mber of years you have been participating in any transgender activity? _ ___ _ 

~ 

j 

l 
! 
1 

1 
~ 
~ 
l 

l 
l 
J 
~ 
w 
1 

Do not write in 
this area 

(21) _ _ 
.<a ~ 

(22) __ 
so SI 

(23) __ 
52 5.3 

(24) __ 
54 55 

(25) __ 
56 57 

(26) __ 
58 59 

(27) __ 
60 61 

(28) __ 
62 53 

(29) __ 
64 SS 

(30) __ 
66 57 

(31) __ 
68 59 

(32) __ 
70 71 



Part3 
The questions in this section ask you to think about your CURRENT transgender activity . When answering 
these questions piease respond according to how you feel today regarding your transgender activity. All the 
questions in this section pertain to how you think people in certain areas of your life feel (or would feel if they 
knew) about your activrty. Please mark the box which is most appropriate fill in the blank as concisely as 
possible when necessary. 

These rtems may be sensitive to some people. 
Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY. 
You may choose to discontinue at any point. 

Please remember all responses are anonymous and they cannot be linked back to you. 

33 . How often do you participate in your activity currently? 
0 Daily 
0 At least once a week 
0 More than twice a week 
0 Less than once a month 
0 Other (please specify) __________ _ 

34. Do you participate in your activity publicly in your community? 
(Community refers to a 35 mile radius of your primary residence) 

OYes -----
0 No 

35. If you answered 'no' to item 34, please briefly explain .·~ 
why you choose not to . ~ 

-------1 
--------------------- I I 

""!:...::: ... :;:.:::;; ... ::::::::: .. ::;;:,,, ::;::. _:::::::::: .. :::;; .. :;:. ~,,,::::;;,,:.; •• =:.:::::. :;:::; .•• ::;: •. ::;;: .. ~ .. ~.;:::.,,:;;: ... ~· .. :::::. :;;;::-~==·=· :::;:. ::::;::::;;:. :.:;:. ::-::-.._,:::::.::=: .. ~ 

36 . Do you participate in your activity publicly in other cities or areas away from your 
primary residence? 

D Yes 
0 No 

37 . What size community have you lived in the majority of the past 5 years? 
0 Less than 10,000 
0 10,001-50.000 
0 50 ,001-100,000 
0 100,001 or more 

38 Ho v old were you when you began your current activity? ________ _ 

39 . How long was it from the time you thought about your current activity to actually 
participating in your activity? 

0 Less than 6 months 
0 6-11 months 
O 1-5 years 
:J 6-1 O years 
0 More than 1 O years 

Do not write in 
this area 

(33) _ _ 
n n 

(34) __ 
74 i5 

(35) __ 
76 77 

(36) __ 
78 7\l 

(37) __ 
80 31 

(38) __ 
62 aJ 

(39) __ 
6-1 SS 



Part 3 continued ... I Do not write in 
. this area 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~__.... 

40. Has the amount of your current activity changed in the past 5 years? 

0 Decreased } --~ 
0 Increased 

41. If you indicated a change in the amount of your ~ 
activity in item 40 please breilly explain how it has ri 

0 Unchanged changed . ~ 

42. Have you ever considered changing the type of your current activity? 
0 Yes 
0 No 

43. How happy are you wrth the amount and type of your current activity? 

~ 

0 Not at all } o Slightly Happy ---+- 44. If you responded 'not at all' or 'slightly happy' 
o Moderately Happy to item 43. please describe what it would take 
o More Happy than Not Happy for your happiness level regarding your 
o Extremely Happy activity to increase? 

45 . If you expect your happiness with your activity to change in anyway over the next 5 
years please explain why. 

46 . What type of transgender activity do you currently participate in? 
0 Fetishistic Cross-dresser - As lhe term is used in this questionnzire, refers to individuals who wear female clothing 

on~/ lo achieve sexual arousal. These individuals have a very low level of conviction lo the female gender . 
0 General Cross-dresser (or Transvestism) - As the term is used in this questionnaire refers to individuals who 

wear r~male clothing to express their 'soft' (lemafe) side, regardless ol their sexual orientation. This type or activity usual~/ 
does not prompt sexual arousal. these individuals have some female gender conviction but predominalety idenlily with lhe 
male gfnder. 

0 Transgenderism - As the term is us~d in lhis questionnaire refers to individuals who prefer to blend lheir 'soft' 
(fema!2) side and 'hard' (male) gender identities. This term is used lo identify androgynous individuals. These 
tndrliduals have neither predominalety male or female gender convictions but strike a balance between the two. 

'.J Gender Dysphoric- As it is used here. refers to individuals with strong female gender convicltons but due lo varying 
wcumstances cannot or will not make the commitment to lifestyle changes as those who are transsexual. 

_] r ranssexualism - As it is used here, are those individuals who have strong female gender convictions and have made an 
extreme effort to change their lifestyle to correspond viith their dominate gender identity. In other words these 
individuals live life full time as females ewn if they have not had sex reassignment surgery . 

.J Other (please specify) ___________________ _ 

4 7 If the above types of transgender activity were placed on a continuum ranging from 
lowest level of female gender conviction on the left to the highest level on the right, 
where would you place yourself on the continuum? 

0 
2 

0 
3 

0 
4 

~ S Has your type of transgendered activity ever changed? 

0 
5 

0 
6 

(40) __ 
86 87 

(41) __ 
e.e es 

(42) __ 
90 91 

(43) __ 
92 93 

(44) __ 
!M 95 

(45) __ 
S6 97 

(46) __ 
98 99 

(47) __ 
100 101 

(48) __ 
102 103 

(49) __ 
104 105 

Yes - 49. If your activity has changed, at what age did you change? RI (50) __ 
~ 106 107 

o No 50. How has it changed?----------------- 1~ 



... ~~~~~~~--~P~a_r_t_3~c_o_n_t_i_n_u_e_d~·-·-·~~~~~~~~~I Donot~tein _ this area 

51 . Do any family members know about your activity? 
0 Yes 
ONO----

52. If you answered 'no' to item 51, h 
do you think you will ever tell 
anyone in your family? 

O Yes 
0 No 53. Please explain your answer to item 52. 

54 . How much disapproval in regards to 
your activity do you feel you face (or would face if they knew) from you family regarding 
your activity? 

0 None 
0 Some 
0 Moderate 
0 Large amount 
0 Extreme 

55 . How strongly is your transgender activity influenced by the pressure of social 
disapproval? 

0 Not at all 
D Slightly 
0 Moderately 
0 Strongly 
0 Very Strongly 

56. How long have you been in a support or peer group for your activity? _____ _ 
57 . How important is your group in regards to your happiness with your activity? 

0 Not at all 
0 Slightly 
0 Moderately 
0 Very 
0 Extremely 

58 . How stifled do you feel today in regards to your activity by family and close friends? 
0 Not at all 
0 Slightly 
0 Moderately 
0 Strongly 
:J Very Strongly 

59 How s 1fled do you feel today in regards to your activity by the community in which you live? 
0 Not at all 
0 Slightly 
0 Moderately 
0 Strongly 
0 Very Strongly 

60 How happy do you expect to be in the next 5 years in regards to your activity? 
0 Not at all 
D Slightly 
0 Moderately 
0 Strongly 
O Very Strongly 

(51) __ 
106 109 

(52) __ 
110 111 

(53) __ 
112 11) 

(54) __ 
114 115 

(55) __ 
116 117 

(56) __ 
118 119 

(57) __ 
120 121 

(58) __ 
122 113 

(59) __ 
124 125 

(60) __ 
126 127 



.... _________ P __ a_r_t_3_c_o_n_ti_· n_u_e_d_. _._. _________ , Do not write in _ this area 

61 . How much disapproval in regards to your activity do you feel you face (or would face if 
they knew) from your boss/co-workers regarding your activity? 

0 None 
0 Some 
0 Moderate 
0 Large amount 
0 Extreme 

62 . Thinking back to when you first considered your current activity, has it made you as 
happy as you expected it would? 

0 Yes 
ONo 

63. Do you feel social attitudes toward the type of activity you participate in have changed 
over the past 1 O years? } 

0 Yes, for the better _ 64 . If you indicated in item 63 you believe society' s~ 
attitudes have changed, has this change J 
affected your decision on how you participate ~ 

0 Yes, they're worse 
0 No change 

in your activity? ~ 
o Yes - 65 . If you answered 'yes' to ~ 

66. How 'closeted' are you with your 
activity? 

o No item 64 . choose a l 
response which closely j 
reflects how this change 

0 Extremely closeted 
0 Very closeted 
0 Moderately closeted 
0 Slightly closeted 
0 Not at all closeted 

67 . At what point did you become comfortable with , or 
begin to like the thought of yourself having a female 
image? 

0 In ear1y childhood 
0 Teen years after some experimentation with 

cross-dressing 
0 After many years of transgendered activity 
0 Have not yet become comfortable with the 

mental image of myself as a female 

has affected your activity. 
0 Positive Influence on 

my activity 
0 Negative Influence on 

my activity 
0 No Influence on my 

68. What type of transgender activity were you participating 
in when you became comfortable with or began to like 
the thought of yourself has having a female form? 
(see types describred in item 46 - write in answer here) 

69 . At what age did you become comfortable with the 
thought or mental image of yourself as female? ___ _ 

- · 
70 Are you now or have you ever been a member of another transgender organization? 

::J Yes 0 No 

71 How often do you attend your organizational meetings? 
0 Monthly 0 Bi-monthly 0 4 times per year 0 1 time per year 0 Never 

(61 ) __ 
128 129 

(62) __ 
130 131 

(63) __ 
132 1D 

(64) __ 
13-4 135 

(65) __ 
136 137 

(66) __ 
138 D9 

(67) __ 
"'° 141 

(68) __ 
142 1.0 

(69) __ 
1-14 1..S 

(70) __ 
146 147 

(71 ) __ 
148 149 



Part 4 
The questions in this section ask you to think about your past transgender activity. Past 
activity refers any activity you may have participated in in the prior to today. When answering 
these questions please reflect back to when you first began participating in any transgender 
activity and respond according to how you recall feel ing at that time. All questions in this 
section pertain to how you think people in certain areas of your life have felt (or would have 
felt if they had known) about your 'activity. Please mark the box which is most appropriate 
or fill in the blank as concisely as possible when necessary. 

These items may be sensetive to some people. 
Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY. 

You may choose to discontinue participation at any point. 

Please remember all responses are anonymous and they cannot be 
linked back to you. 

72 . W hat type of transgender activity did you begin actually participating in? 
0 Fetishistic Cross-dresser- As the term is used in this questionnaire. refers to individuals who wear female clothing 

only lo achieve sexual arousal. These individuals have a very low level of conviction lo the female gender . 

0 General Cross-dresser (or Transvestism)- As the term is used in this questionnaire refers to individuals who 
wear female clothing lo express their 'soft' (female) side. regardless of their sexual orientation. This type of activity usually 
does not prompt sexual arousal. these individuals have some female gender conviction but predominately identify with the 
male gender. 

0 Transgenderism - As the term is used in this questionnaire refers lo individuals who prefer to blend their 'soft' 
(female) side and 'hard' (male) gender identities. This term is used to identify androgynous individuals. These 
individuals have neither predominately male or female gender convictions but strike a balance between the two. 

0 Gender Dysphoric - As it is used IM!re, refers to individuals with strong female gender convictions but due lo varying 
circumstances cannot or will not make the commitment lo lifeslyie changes as those who are transsexual. 

0 Transsexualism - As it is used here, are those individuals who have strong female gender convictions and have made an 
extreme eflort lo change their lifeslytc lo correspond with their dominate gender identity. In other words these 
individuals l ~1e fife full lime as females even if they have not had sex reassignment surgery. 

o Other (please specify)---------------------

73. Please indicate any activity you feel has applied to you in the past. 
(Please mark in order of occurence 1 fo r first, 2 for second , 3 fo r third, etc.) 

O Fetishistic Cross-dresser -
0 General Cross-dresser (or Transvestism) 
0 T ransgenderism 
O Gender Dysphonc 
0 Transsexualism 
0 Came lo like the thought of yourself as being female 
':l Other (please specify) ______ ___ _____ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

7 4 How long was it from the time you first thought about participating in any transgender 
activity to actually taking part in your first activity? 

0 Less than 6 months 
0 6-11 months 
0 1-5 years 
0 6-10 years 
O More than 1 O years 

75 When you first began you r activity how often did you participate? 
0 Daily 
0 At least once a week 
0 More than twice a week 
0 Less than once a month 

0 Other (please specify)-----------

Do not write in 
this area 

(72) __ 
150 151 

(73) __ 
152 153 

154 155 

156 157 

(74) __ 
159 160 

(75) __ 
161 162 



Part 4 continued ... 

76. How long did it take you to go from privateparticipation to public participation of your activity? 
0 Less than 6 months 
0 6-11 months 
0 1-5 years 
0 6-10 years 
0 More than 1 O years 

77. When you first began your activity how happy were you when you actually participated in it? 
0 Not at all 
0 Slightly Happy 
0 Moderately 
0 More happy than not happy 
0 Extremely Happy 

78. When you first began your activity did you ever wish to become more exteme with the 
type if activity you were participating in? (For example, if you began by cross-dressing 

did you ever wish to become female permanently?) 
0 Yes 
0 No 

79 . When you first began your activity did you ever wish you could increase the amount of 
your activity to an extreme level? (Fro example, if you began by cross-dressing 
occassionaly did you ever wish you could cross-dress everyday?) 

0 Yes 
0 No 

80.When you first began your activity did you participate publicly at all in your community? 
0 Yes 
0 No 

81 . What size community did you live in when you first began your activity? 
0 Less than 10,000 
0 10,001-50,000 
0 50,001-100,000 
0 100,001 or more 

82 When you first began did any family member know about your activity? 
:J Yes 
0 No 

83 . How much disapproval did you feel you faced (or would have faced if they had known) 
from your family at the time? 

0 None at all 
:J Slight 
::J Moderate 
_J Great deal 
:J Extremely Happy 

34 How long from when you first began your activity to when you joined a support or peer 
group? 

0 Less than 6 months 
0 6-11 months 
:J 1-5 years 
:J 6-1 O years 
:J More than 1 O years 

35 Ho does the amountof your past activity compare to the amount of your current 
act1v1ty? 

0 I participate now less than when I began 
0 I participate now more than when I began 
0 I participate now about the same as when I began 

Do not write in 
this area 

(76) __ 
163 I~ 

(77) __ 
165 166 

(78) __ 
167 153 

(79) __ 
169 170 

(80) __ 
111 1n 

(81) __ 
173 17• 

(82) __ 
175 176 

(83) __ 
1n 17S 

(84) __ 
179 1ao 

(85) __ 
181 IQ 



Part 4 continued ... 

86. How stifled do you think your early activity was because of your family? 
0 None at all 
0 Slight 
0 Moderate 
0 Great deal 
0 Extremely Happy 

87 . How stifled do you think your early activity was because of your community/ classmates 
or peers? 

0 None at all 
0 Slight 
0 Moderate 
0 Great deal 
0 Extremely Happy 

88 . How stifled do you think your early activity was because fellow workers/boss? 
0 None at all 
0 Slight 
0 Moderate 
0 Great deal 
0 Extremely Happy 
0 Does not apply 

89 . Back when you first thought about starting your activity , how happy were you? 
O Not at all 
0 Slightly 
0 Moderately 
0 Very 
0 Extremely Happy 

90 . How happy did you think starting your activity would make you? 
0 Not at all 
0 Slightly 
O Moderately 
0 Very 
O Extremely Happy 

91 . Looking back at when you first started any transgender activity, did the actual 
participation make you as happy as you thought it would? In other words did it live up to 
your expectations? 

0 Yes 
CJ No---.-

92 . If you answer 'no' to item 91, breifly why do you think it 
never lived up to your expectations? 

93 . Has your level of happiness changed since you began any activity? 
0 Yes, l ncreased Happiness .-9-4-. -lf_y_o_u_r _h_a-pp_i_n_e-ss-h-as-c-ha_n_g_e_d_p_l_e_as_e__, 

0 No, same amount of happiness explain your answer to item 90 . 
0 Yes, Decreased Happiness~--• 

Do not write in 
this area 

{86) __ 
183 1e.: 

(87) __ 
1as 165 

{88) __ 
187 188 

(89) __ 
18S 190 

(90) __ 
191 192 

(91) __ 
193 19-1 

(92) __ 
195 IS6 

(93) __ 
197 193 

(94) __ 
199 200 



Part 5 
This section of questions pertains to your current and future behavior and preceptions regarding your 

transgender activity. Check the most appropriate box or fill in the blanks when necessary. These items may 
be considered sensetive to some people. Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY. you may choose to 

discontinue participation at any point. Also, please remember your answers cannot be linked back to you. 

Responses are to be completely anonymous. 

95 . Do you expect th 
employer knew) 

OYes --

e disapproval you experience (or feel you would experience if your 
to affect your activity in the future? 

96. If you answered 'yes' to item 95, how do you feel it 
will affect your activity. 

0 No 

0 Slight positive affect 0 Slight negative affect 
0 Strong positive affect 0 Strong negative affect 

·- .~... . - · ·u:: · ·-·~ ::...=· . -· ..... •-...;:.· .. •-1- •• .. •ru• •• • •-•·~'" - . 

97 . How much comm 
compared to wh 

OLess disap 

unity or peer disapproval do you expect to encounter in the future 
at you currently experience? 
prov al 0 Same amount of disapproval 0 More disapproval 

98. Do you expect th 
OYes-
0 No 
0 Unsure 

e type of activity you participate in to change in the future? 

99. If you answered 'yes' to item 98, what type of activity do you 
expect to participate in in the future? 

- ... • ... _,...~ ;:,;-w.-:...-...... _._--..._)_ ......... ~ 

100. Do you expect 
OYes-
0 No 

the amount of your activity to change in the future? 

101 . If you answered 'yes' to item 100, how do you expect it to 
change? 0 Expect to increase my activity 

0 Expect to decrease my activity 
0 Unsure 

-- ... · ........,;,1 •• w.:1uuw SriQw ... ...,., .. 

1 02 Do you expect 
OYes-

your level of happiness regarding your activity to change in the future? 

103. If you answered 'yes' to item 102, how do you expect your 0 No 
0 Unsure 

104 If you expect t 
uture please e 

0 No, do no 

happiness to change? 
0 Slight increase 0 Slight decrease 
0 Great deal more 0 Great deal less 

- .... -
he disapproval you experience from family members to change in the 
xplain . 

t expect any change 

l 
I 

i 
~ 

! 
'l 
j 
j 
~ 

r~ 

·-

105 Please use this 
1n understanding yo 

space for expressing any additional comments you fel would be helpful 
ur past and present perceptions and your future anticipations regarding 

your ac 1v1ty . __ _ 

Do not write in 
this area 

(95) __ 
201 20:! 

(96) __ 
203 :?~ 

(97) __ 
205 105 

(98) __ 
207 206 

(99) __ 
209 210 

(100) __ 
211 212 

(101) __ 
213 21~ 

(102) __ 
215 216 

(103) __ 
217 218 

(104) __ 
219 220 

(105) __ 
221 222 

ih1s concludes the questionnaire. Please double check to make sure you answered all questions. Remember NOTto sign your name or 
put any i den ti ~; i ng information on this questionniare. Please return this questionnaire to the participating organization which sent it to you. 

Thank You For Your Valuable Cooperation 




