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NGLTF Opens Employment Doors For ICTLEP 
Friday through Sunday, April 19-21, 1996. repre­

scnt,ltives of the International Conference- on 
Transgencler Law and Employment Policy 
(ICTLEP) nltended, e,hibited and presented at 
Out and Equal in the 90's, the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force's (NGLTF) 5th Annual Confer­
ence on Lesbian, Cay, Bisexual. and Transgendcr 
\\'orkplacc Issues. 

"And bisexu,ll ,md transgender" was a rC'sonating 
th<'me throughout thr thrcr clay conferC'nce." notecl 
ICTLEP Executivr Director. Phyllis Randolph 
Fry<'. Shc continurd thal since hrr pl<'a fro111 thr 
podium ;ti tl1e NCLTF's "Creating Changt-" c-onfc•r­
c•nc:c· in Detroit in No\·c•rnlwr of hst vc•,1r, lit<' Task 
Forc:e h,L<; .1doptc•cl a polic·) of full inclusion for the 
bise.rnal and lransgcnder scwnents of the commu­
nity. "Thc Task Force is now the SC'cond national or­
g.mizntion where I c:an attc•nd a convention and not 
continually havr to fight for rcc:ognitio11 of my 
people:· FryC' said proud!). (Th<' first wast h<' :--:a­
tionlll L<·sbian and Cay L'lw Association, :--:LGLA. 
sponsor or the biannual Ul\'<'n<lN Law Confrr<'nC<'. 
N LC LA ·s nrxt I ,avenckr Law is 24-27 Oc:tob<'r 
1996. in ·ew Orlt•,rns.) 

IC'TLEP was represcntrd by Frye, Secretary-Di­
rector. Dr<' ~lcKellar, Doc11mcntation Law Dir<'c­
tor, ~ldinda \ \'hitC'\\"ay, and by f nsuranc-e and 
Health L.1w ~lodC'rator. Lisa Middleton. Two hun­
dred broc-hur<'s on transgcndc-r law and cmplo>'· 
me11t policy, prepared sp<'cifically for the conf N­

c-ncc•, were distributed to those attending, inducling 
!Tuman Resources staffc•rs from c:orporntions which 
currently protect their lesbian. gay and bisC'xual <'m­
ploy<'<'S from discrimination, and officC'rs of k·sbian. 
gay and hisc•xual busilll'SS :u1cl <'mployeC' groups. 

"A com1non c:omment was sonH'thin{l; lik<'. '\\'ell. 
\\C,.d kind of sluffed yo11 lg folks off in the past, but 
now that\\ c.'vc lllC't )Oll and read your handouts and 
hc-ard }'Oil r pr<'s<'nlations, W<' ar<' going to h<'<·0111<• 
active• in transg<'ndrr inc:lusion for om groups back 
110111<'·," rC'portecl ~lcKdlar. She rcminclC'cl lllllll) at­
lC'nclC'c's that transg<>nclc•rs were an integral part of 
the 1969 Stonewall riots. and have- bc-m sysl<'lllati­
c-all> a11d i11corrc-c-1ly i~nored or writtc-11 out oflc•s­
bian, gay ancl bisC'xual history. "\\'e \\Ne thc•n'. and 
we ,Ir(• still lwre,'' sh<• rC'minded many. 

111 adclition. Vil'IOl1J n1aga;.,in<'. for h-shian all(! 

gay entreprcoeurs, volunteered to change its mast­
head cover to read "for l<'sbian, gay, bisC'xtml and 
lmnsgendC'r businesses." Th<'y will b<' doing inler­
,icws \\ith successful transgenclcr business peopl<', 
inc:lucling Middleton. an out and highly placed insur­
ance executive in San Francisco. 

On Saturday night, the lCTLEP reprem1tatives 
mc-t with tlw Bay Ar<'a TransgendC'r Law Association 
(BATL•\ \\') and exchangf'd many idras and 11111d1 
encouragement. Nf'xt to IC'TLE:P. BATLA\\' is the 
second 0111 and oprn tn111sg<'n<lcr lc-g,11 organi1 . .ltion 
in tlw world. 

··E111ploymc•nt and l,l\\ arc· the kc)S to 011r frce­
don1," ~aid Frye-. \\'ith a job, she explain('d, all of thc­
fomily and social and rt.'ligious ostracism can bc­
bornC', with difficulty. but can be borne. This is why 
··rmployml'nt polic.y" is in the JG'TLEP namt.'. "And 
having employmC'nt protrctiou in law,'' she contin-
11('{1, ·•protrcts tr:msg<'ndC"rS when social and political 
climal<'S shift." Currently Directors from both 
ICTLEP and lt's Tin1C' America {!TA) the transgc-n­
der political action ar111, continuc- to \\'ork \\ith rep­
resentative's of the 11 umu11 Rigl1ts Campaign (II RC) 
on transg<'ndcr inclusion for the fC'deral Employ­
nwnt Non-Discrimination Act (E:-.:DA) for intro­
cl11cti011 in I 99i. 

"The Task Forc:e must bt> commcnclC'd for its 
rC'achin~ out in love and support to the tnmsgender 
community with this and future C'vc>nts," Frye 
,1dclt'd. She also not<'<l that she t>xpects many repr<'­
srntntivt>s from corporal<.> America and from the les­
bian. gay, bisexual and transgenc.ler busincss associa­
tions to attend ICTLEP's 5th Confr•reucc- this July 
3-i in I lousto11. 1 n addition to tlw 11s, 1al lC'gnl up­
dates on e1nplo}lnt'nl, insurancl' and health. docu­
nwntatio11 and g<'llt'ral rights areas or law as ther rC'­
latc· to transg<•nclc•rs. the confr•rence will inc:lucle 
special 011lrc>ach to transg<·ncler law outside of the 
Unite-cl States; 011 tll(' legal issues of the non­
transC'wal (c-.g., tll<' hc'l('rO c:rossdn•sser .111d the ga) 
drag); on th<· fpmale to 111al<' and the' masculine ap­
p<'aring womc•n·s comnrnnily; and on the lcg:tl needs 
of transgrnder p<'oplC' of color. 

!"or information 011 thc July c:onft•rc·nc<·. contact 
De<' ~lcKC'llar at ICTLEP.<ic-ll<'p@aol.com> 
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(Q Chapter & Affiliate Information tl:JJ 
Clmptc1·s 

Delaware 

Wilmington, Delaware: nw<'ls 
second Snturday of each month. \\'rite 
for info to: PO I3ox 5656. \\'il111ington. 
DE 19<30<;. 

Pennsyl-vania 

Greater Pbilndelphia: \\ 'ritt' Re­
naiss.mcc GPC, 9<;7 Old Eaglt> School 
Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 190t,7. 
Meets third Saturday of the month in 
King of Prussia. Doors open 8 pm ull 
year 'round. Call 6 10-975-91 19 for in­
formation. 

Lower Susquehanna Valley: 
Write Renaissance LSV, Box 2122 
Harrisburg, PA 17105. Meets on the 
first Saturdayofthe month.Call i l7-
780- I LSV (780-15i8) for location .md 
meeting times. 

Affiliates 

California 

Orange County: Powdt'r PufTs of 
Califomia. PO Bo, 10'>5 Yorb.1 l.incla. 
CA 926!i6 or cm,lil to .::pp()(•@ .1olcoll\> 

Connecticnt 

BriclgeportlN<>w Jlnven: 
con11t•<'11<:11T\'i<'11 C'io Drniw \l ason. 
PO Bo'( 2281. D<•von. CT 064fi0 
M onthly newslctt<'r and activiti<•, 

Georgia 

Atlnntn: The Am<'rican Eclncational 
CendC'r Jnformation Service (AEC IS). 
PO Bm 33724, DN·atur, CA 30033-
072-1 or c-nll 770-9.19-0244. or rm.ul to 
.::a<'gis~ mindspring.('{>lll>. Informa­
tion rt'so11rc0s & r<•fprrals. 

Al l11nta: Atl:1nt,1 Ct•ndcr E,plnra­
tions ( \ C. E '· PO Box i7562. \tl,111ta. 
GA 303.57 770-939-2125. 

Illinois 

Chicago: Tht· Clii<:a~o Cl'ndt•r \o­
c:it•t\ PO Box 57\005 ( 'luc·ago, 11 
60657. 70'>-~3-ii I I 

Louisiana 

ew Orlean,: T he• Cull Ct·nd<>r 
All1anc-e, PO Bo, 56">.16 ' ''" Orleans. 
Lt\ 70156-61>.36 .. 5()..1 .. s:3.3 .. 30 lb. 

New Jersey 

1 • Central Jersey: \lon111011th/ 
Ot·c-.111 T rans ( ,c•ndC'r, (~IOTG). wntt• 
PO I3ox8243. lkd 8~ 701Ca11 
901>-219-9094. l~m.ul .... !faol.t-om 

Titusville: M<.-etings an• begmnmg 
on June 6th at th<' Unitnnnn Un 1versal-
1st Church of Washington Crossing. 
Call Terri - nt 609-933-2233. 

New Yori< 

M anhattan: Metropolit,1n Gender 
NC'twork (~IC ). write 561 ll udson 
St., Box 45, 1C1, York, ~ y 10014, or 
call 201-794-166.5, Ext 332. 

Long Island: , ew York GIRL & 
l'artners, PO 13ox -156, Cc•nt<'rc-ach, Y 
11720, Call 5 16-732-.5 115 for info. 

Long Island: Lon~ lsl.1ncl l•'rmmc 
Exprc-ssion (LIFE). PO Bo, :3<ll5, 
1..ak<' llonko11ko111a, NY 11779-01 47. 

Oklahoma 

Central Oklahoma: Soonl'r Div<'r­
Sil), part of tlw Ci·111ral Oklahoma 
Transgend<'r t\ll1,111cc· (COTt\). Con­
la<.'I, Hadlt'I lludmc:k, P.O Bo, 575, 
i'-on11an. OK i3070. 

Pennsylvania 

Lehigh Valley/Pocono ureu: 
Xortheastern Pa. T ramg(•ndt·r Alli­
anl.'c, 'EPTGA, mct:tinglt 011 the scc-
0111I Satlirclay of 1l1t· month i11 tl1e 

Allc::ntown an•,1 Call for din-tllons and 
111on· infom1.1ho11. 610-S:?I .2!-)55 . 

Tht• nc>w ew Jersey Support 
i:i;roup will st.u't .1s .1 R<>na1\sanc<' 
project as part of fu lfillin~ 011r rornrnit­
lll<'llt to brin~ n 11c•w \; J chnplt•r to lifl.' 
ancl it .. \ill tak<• 1l 11 n<>xt ,t<'p by bN·om­
in~ ,1 Rc•n,1iss.111<•1• Affil ,11<•. Fir,t, it 1,ill 

1)1• time• for <'ll'C'I 111~ officl•r,;. If you .m 
inle>rrstc-cl c-all Tt-rri Ri•dc•r nncl ilttl'ncl 
t lw m<'<.'ting. 
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Renaissance ~i~:~ & 

© 19~)3, Ht·1Missm1<.T E cl11t·alio11 \ ,,n­
ciation, 111<;. 987 Old Eagle· Sc-l11xll 
!lei. S1111t- 719, \\'a\111·, Pa 190'>7 
Phone: 610-915-9119 
lVlV'ff' - 1,ttp:llwrvw.ren.org 

$2 t><'r i SSll('. $20 (Wr Y('.lr ( 12 iS~ll('S) 

Back iss11<'s ar<' a, .1ilable for S2 p<•r 
{OP\ plus $0.52 postag<• and h.111<llin{!. 
Send dl<'ek or I .0. to the abo\'l' .1cl­
dress. attrnt ion: lkth Marshal l. 
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Wdl girls. I almost made it. One re­
cent Sunday I decided to wear a fash­
ion forward. cw York City kind of 
outf1t and when you dress for it there's 
only one place to show it off- ew 
York, 1ew York. 

I put on my black tights, stacked 
h<.'rl patent Mary Janes, little black 
dress. denim jacket accessorizecl with a 
leopard print scarf and hit the New 
Jc-rscy Turnpike for the Big Apple. 
Someone said that New York City is 
the world's biggest closC't and I think 
thafs true since nobody gives a six foot 
one rrd head a second look. (Well, a 
few looks at the gams from leg af1cio­
nados and a couple of inquiring gazes 
from German tourists.) That city is full 
of tall womrn who are fashion forward. 

l lunch<'cl with a chum in the Vil­
lagc (a closet in a closet) and then 
he,1ded uptown to shop. J walked all 
around the Hockcfeller Center arcn 
and st0PPNI at a couple of chi chi 
shops. Then, there it was ... the Fash­
ion Cafe, the home of haute, the hot 
bed of anorexic super models. I had to 
slop for a ~lartini. Unfortunately, 1 
ghlnced at my Mona Lisa watch and 
found that my meter (they make you 
pay on Sundays in Midtown now!) was 
running out and Mona's big hand was 
too for around the dial to let me stop 
for a snort of chillcd ,·oclka. Dam. I 
was looking forward to careening down 
tht> turnpike in n vodka ha7.c. (Seri­
ously girls. don't drink and drive. Mnke 
your date take the wheel.) 

Anyway, I guess 1'1111nve to do thc 
Fashion Cafe thing in a future trip. 
Soon! Now, here's tlie dish. 

Johnson Keeps His Word 

\\'hen Don Johnson first had a 
new series idea he promised network 
execs it would be trendy and modem 
with all the things an action packed 
cop show needs to succeed, like trans­
vt>stites. Well, the show (Nash Bridges) 
was on a few times before he got 
around to featuring guys in dresses, 
but on April 19th he gave us what we 
wanted-RuPaul and a bevy of lx>nu­
ties. (Must have been about ten of 
them.) The girls were portraying 
··trnnsgendered sex workers:· Ooo! 
How politically correct. Anyway, it 
seems the TY hookers were being ha­
rassed and beaten up on one of their 
top money making streets. They did 
t!1e sensible thing and went to the po­
~•ce, who didn·t lock them up for sohc­
itmg but promised to help them out. 
One thing (looking through mug shots 
for the perp) leads to another (decid­
ing that they nced an undercover cop 
on the street) nnd Ru Paul, who pla)'s 
the den mother of the street queens. 
says the cops who volunteer for the 
duty just won't do. That includes the 
fc•male detective. "You'rt> too real." 
. Ofncer Cortez attracts Ru's gaze 

SlllCl' lie has nit'C slim hand5 and a 
good feminine build. l le, of course 
pr~tests vehemt>ntly but is given th~ 
assignment. It's doubly tough on this 
poor macho boy (played glamorously 
by series regular Jamie P. Gome,.) • 
~i11ce his girlfriend lias bc-cn kind of 
cold ill bed lately. Now he nnds him­
self in the station house men's room 
trying on hooker outfits and \\OH)ing 
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about his lip gloss. 11<• cli-.;a~rf't•s an­
grily wllC'n Hu ,Lssun•, hini tl1at ·This 
drC',s is vou.'' 

The j·111111i1·st ,c·c•rn· is\\ lic•ii ( :ortf', 
a:h \Jash Briclgc•s for rc•lation<;hip acl 
\'IC<' wl11lt• tlil') 11s<• tliP urinals. Corti•, 
is in full ~lam clr,1g and Britl~1•s has an 
anrnsC'd look 011 his fac·C'. 

Tl,<' lr:u,~g<'nch•r SC''\ workPr plot is 
full of twists ancl turns and it's hroutrht 
tog1•tht•r I\ ith tltC' othN m.iin plot in~a 
deH'r :rncl t rnnsgc•ndrr l"riC'ndl, ,, a,. 
Cortc·i dl'eicl<'s to kC'<'P his l1o~k<'r ~ut­
nt aftt>r the m;signmcnt Pncls hnt not 
for tlw reason you lllil) tl1ink. rn kl'CJ) 
the good stuff q11iet in casl' Nash 
Brid~es lasts into reruns. Kc•ep your 
heavily madt> up £'yes open for a plot 
about a missing anti-armour missile 
launcher. Leav<' it to Don Johnson to 
tie together missile's ,,nd transvestites. 

Wonde r If he Wears A Cup Or 
An "A" Cup? ' 

I low about that Dennis Rodman 
huh girls? Here's one big timr jock • 
who's not afraid to show his f eminin<' 
side. He attended a May fourth book 
signing in a feather boa and Divine 
like makeup. Dennis. cut down on the 
liner just a tad. But seriously, nobodv 
in tl~e sports world (Like J 1;a)' any at­
tention to the sports world. ~Iv favoritr 
sport is cl<>arance sale bnrgnin.diving) 
hus made a major deal out of 
Rodmun's crossdressing, and ltc's been 
pretty up front about it. too. I l<•s LX'<'n 
quoted as saying. 'To hang out in a ga~ 
bar or put on a sc411innrd halter top 
rnak<'s me feel like a total p<'rson and 
not j11st a one-climcnsional man." T 
suppose he doesn·t get much namr 
calling cause he plays a hell of a game 
of basketball. If h<> startt'd to miss too 
many shots the sequinro pump might 
be on tht> other foot. 

The fashion (•ditor of Lil(' Pliilodel­
~l,ia lnq11irer did a lit tic name calling 
111 a reccnt issue. I le said. ··Rodman 1s 
gi\'ing crossclrrsscrs a bad nam<-." Tlw 
writcr. Roy Camplwll, says H<xlman 
dresses like a bad drag <J~IC'<'ll wh<'n lw 
does show his femmc siclc and ht''s 
"strl<' clue-less" no matter what g<-'ndc-r 
hes expressing. I guC'sS Mndonnn 
clidn·t like The \\'orm (Hodman·s nick-

co111i111wd nc•xt JJ(l!!,t' 



~ews Beat ... 
name) for his fashion S<.'nst· C:amplwll 
n'<.-ommends that Hoclman 1011(' clo\\ 11 
Im malceup. -Tlw makeup i, \ll!)O~t·cl 

to give tlw illusion of hcing a woman. 
not a 11.\llow<'<-'ll d1.1raelC'r." 11<' could 
al~ takt• a tip fro111 Hu Paul ,md gd ,, 
good corsd. ThC'II its tim<' for ,1 d(•­

signer shopping ~prt·<•. C.1111pbdl touts 
le.1ther cahuits from Thiem \luglc-r 
(don't ask me to pronounce' th,1t namp) 
and sheer bodysuits from j<',lll Paul 
Gaultier teamed ,,,th skirts from 
1 lerve L<.'gt•r. I really wish that Rod­
man would listen to Campbell's advic<'. 
Think of it . Dennis Rodman could I><' 
the first basketball player to endorse 
women's designer fashions instead of 
basketball shoes It's a natural. 

Rodman has said that he attributes 
his love off eminine 11nery to being 
raised \\itl1 several sisters. Guess h<' 
just had to adapt to the hand me 
downs. Was that his older sister's 
feather bo..1 he wore on Saturday i{!.ht 
Lioe? We'll have to ask his mom. 

With guys like Rodman on the 
sports front. Ru Paul in the <'ntcrtain­
ment \\Oriel and Howard Stem as tlw 
Queen of all media it won't be long till 
\\(' see a crossclrt'ssing presiclC'nt in th<' 
White House. Of course. ma}b<' ,1(' ,11-
r<'ady had one? Who's to say? I can 
hear it now, "J am not a crossclrE'SSN. 
That's J. Edgar's chemise." 

I Shot Andy Warlaol Hits The 
Theaters 

rt's finally out kids. A few y<'ars 
back, before Andy died in n compll'tel) 
non dramatic manner (the hospital 
S<'rewed up) Andy was dramnllcally 
shot b, a woman \\ ho wasn't reall\ 
st•<•kin.g hrr fifteen minutl's of fr11~1·. 
Sia<· Just \\.Ultl'd And> dt'ad. I ll'r name 
\las V~tlerie Solan,t\ and slw founded a 
group. of\\ luch shr \\as tlw onh mc·m­
llt'r, c·all<·d 

SCU \1- The Scx:ic•ty for Cutting 
l p \ ten I II the looc;1• nl.lmwr of the 
s,\ inginiz Sl\ti('S shC' fc·II in\\ 1tl1 Andy 
.md lais wild Factor\' ~ccnc•. Sia<• w,L\ • 

,1<. t11alh introduccct' to the sct•nc• h, 0111• 
of \nci} ·s 111al<' aclr<'Ss<.'s, Candy Dur-

ll1•11m\w111c1· Nl'ln & \ inc\, Va( 10 . . \11. 6 

ling \1•1·11" tlu· thn•1• of tht·111 Ii.id ,I 
littlt hit of,1 tl1111g. if ,011 kn,m "hat I 
1111•,111 \ ,,l1·ri1· got m·,'.r it and dt·ticl<·d 
to ,1 1st1· tl11· t, I \ll(h . .\lh·r ltt 1·,1· 1 
li·t lll'r appt•,tr m 0111• of his lilrns. So11u• 
1wopl1· laa,·1· 110 gr,1ti111ch·. 

{ • 111cl~ D.1rlmg is pl,1) eel ll\ Stephen 
Dorf 1111' l,td "ho pl,i)t'd tlw Bt•atlc· 
\\ ho died i11 Rarkhr.n/. I was all\iom to 
~t·t l1<l\, \\t II lw drd as tll<' fah11lom, 
C,1nd> so I root<'cl 0111 the' on1d,1I / 
Shat \1uly \\ arhol \\('hsitc·. http// 
\\"\\ film✓Ollt' .<.'O lll,'\\ ,1rl101/m,1111 c'gi. 
(don't t)1><' that la.~t dot inl c> your 
browser. That's tlw ('Jld of my sc·n­
tencC'.) Cht•tk it out It's don<' 111 the 
wild Sixties pop art style with grt·at 
photos of Dorf as Candy and you can 
download clips ... if you\(' got ,1 half 
hour or so to kill. 

The May issue of US magazine had 
a photo layout of Dorf and I thought it 
m1gl1t have ,I pieturC' of him as Canel} 
No such luck. All the• pictures are ex­
crcdi11gly macho. Tlw .. ·re so mad10 I 
suspect Dorf did it to II) and di~tance 
himself from the Candy characl<'r. O1w 
photo has lum wearing a blond(• wig 
slightly ask<',, and sporting SC\ C'ral da)s 
growth of beard. Sonw bovs can be so 
thn•atened b, pantirs .met' bras Don't 
\\'Ori') Ste,ir, we wont thank ,·ou·re a 
sissy. After all girls. hC''s datil;g 
Clurlesc; stilr Alicia Siherstone. Cool? 
Like. totall) ! Two bcautaful blondE's. 

Warhol's a Drag 

People mag,vjne Jumped mto the 
\\'arhol vortex by publishing a pl1oto 
layout of\\ hat it called And} in drag. 
Actu.Jly he\\ as mad<• up and wore se\·­
c-ral differC'nt wigs but no actual 
women's clothing. Tht' photos \\Cr<' 
takC'n in J9'H b) Chnstophcr ~lakos 
and were inspired b} ~l.111 Ray's pl10-
tos of ~lam.•1 Duschamp ,Le; hi\ fenmw 
altt•r <'go. Tl1<• photos W(' r<' ft·atured 011 
tlw Prople \\t•hsite 011 April 2& and 
ma, still b<' 0111 then• St•arcl1 for 
p,,.,,,tr mag.vmt• .md sc·t• if\ 011 t·an 
1111d th<>m. Tlwy'r<' wry int~n•stmg. It 
makt•s you wonclu Ito,\ much foster 
dr,1g m. the Bl~ .\pplc• would h,I\<' 
ca11ght on .1s an art form if Anch hadn't 
just promott·cl <1uee11s but canw out a~ 
0111• hims<>lf Gm·ss \\ t' II nen-r lw .,bi t• 
to ga,c• into that ,1 lkrn,11<.• rt>,11 ii\. 

J11-.t J,ike n Creep 

( >111 1:1\'ontt- malt· .u·tor 111 .1 cln-ss 
\\0111,I Ii 1\1 ' to Ix• Adrian Pa<idar. tlw 
llt'ro111t of lli,1t d1an1111g llrit1sl1 
crosscln·ss111g l11c·k )11,1 Ul.:l' a \\ 11111t111. 
\\'di t don t ~110\\ if its c n·<·p1111! 
Dorf1s111 or JII\I tht d1•s1n to pla, wn 
diffc·n•nt d1ar.ic-tt•rs h11t Adrian 1s sta;­
ring Ill ,I S('rlt \ for rO\- n ( .ilkd 
I'm.fit. l'asd.1r Ii.as tlw htl1 rolt· ,ind ho, 
lus l11s c·harac·t<'r sl1111<' Tins ~u, li,ts • 
th<' <.-011,c-1e11c·(' of a da111 \\'lult 1t\ 
good to kno\\ t>;ml,tr h still work111g 
but II\ a pity ht• s gotta I)(' such a 
<:rec•p Oh \Wll I g11C'ss so111t' girls land 
that kmcl of gn) ,1ttrac-llv<• .. g<'<' 
maybt• he·u buy me a dnnk at tlll' 
Fasluon CafC' ... nah. 

Last Minute !\(using 

8111<' Jaye - is b,td! As sh<' 
pointt'd out, sht· ne,·N ,, rnt a,,.1, but 
as )'OIi may k11ow- if )-otl rr a lo),;I 
readt•r-she·s our Km, .111 c·o1Tespo11-
dent and wlulc• thE'r<' \1,L\ a nm on gt1}­

m-clr<•sses-n1•ws ther<' for awh1l<'. late!) 
the Arab Timr~ hnsn·t had much III the 
transgt•nckrcd m•ws lint' Fmalh 81111<' 
found two pic'C<'S of TC mtcrcst and 
passl'd them on na air 111,1il C\prt•\s. 

Thos<• Sauchs are mort" p1olh ,,bout 
crosscln•ssmg than thE' Christian Coali­
tion. Th<'} j,ul<'d 20 F1lip1110s for 
throwmg ,1 .. homosexual lnrthd.1, 
party" with a b<•auty <:ontt'st featuring 
men Ill clr<'SSt·s. OfcourS(', the Saudi~ 
have a l.m that hans g,1tllt'nngs of 
mor<' than fiw pt•oplc so 11 clidn 1111,11-
ter how thl'y \\'NC' drcss<•d. 

In India the-. C'l<'Ct thl'ir men in 
drC'sst•s. O1w Kali ll ijm, one oftlw In­
dian Eunuchs is runnin~ for offict· in 
Patna. India. I kr platform? ··p<'opll' 
beli<', t• In what I prom is<' l1t'ca11st· tl1c•, 
kno,1 as a cu1111<.·h I canuot lw l11n·d • 
"ith \H',1ltli womc·n or M'\. \ , .I'll I 
c·,111 St'<' lwr not l><'iug lun·d b) \\Olll<' n 

and \l'\ but thow s,lrt'l'\ t·a 11 gt'I ,l t,ul 
t'\]X'll\1\l' \\011ld11't \\(',11th ,till l>t' ·1 

c·onmlnation? ll o\\ about a pair ul ~ill,. 
~tot-ki11~,? Cc,ml luck" ilia wrn pulcti­
t ·,11 .1,pir.111011, ll. ,1li. and" l11le HIii 

d1·,111 up tllC' t 1111..111 P ,11 li111('11t ,1 t· "hat 
you t'illl do about tla(•ir r,1,l1ion Wll\l' 

St·c· \o11w,t 1110111'1 kitt1·11, 
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All Blues: Playin' at Pride Fest 
by Ile/en - (Drl.Cl11111trr l.ra,lrr) 
I 'v<' known TC'rri ... or morc­

than two years. Shortly aftC'r I met h<>r, 
sh<' told me she was thinking of start­
ing a c:rossdrcssing blues band. I found 
the idea intriguing; a group of us girls 
in drcss<'S and high heels playing the 
blues in both gay and straight clubs. It 
would be a fantastic way for us to do 
outreach without preaching or protest­
ing. There was just one thing wrong, I 
didu't like the blues. I play the electric 
bass and J'v<' thought of starting a jazz 
Pnsrrnblt> or a rhythm and blues band, 
but an all blues band, no way! But over 
tile coursr of the past 2 yenrs, 1 ·ve got­
ten lo know Terri a lot better and I 'vc 
come to like her a lot, so when she ap­
proacl,cd me in April about the possi­
bility of playing a gig with her al the 
Philadelphia Pridefest on May 5th, I 
told her .. Sure, why not." 

So over the next four weeks, we got 
together at Terri's orth Philadelphia 
studio to play the blues. Me, rm an 
arnatcnr bass player. Terri, on the 
other hand, is a professional musician 
well known in the Philadelphia music 
scene. That became clC'ar during our 
first practiC<' in which she taught m<.> 
th<' blue's and I attcmpt<'d to keE>p up. 
\\'e attempted to recruit some of our 
CO friends who were also musicians, 
but for one reason or another, they all 
declined. So Terri came out to a few of 
111.·r buddies in the music industry and 
they agreed to sit in with us. 

Then after wcC'ks and weeks of clriv-

ing back and forth hrtweC'n Delaware 
and Philadelphia to practice, Prid<'fest 
finally arrived. I was surpris<•d b) the 
way 1 lelt. I wasn't nervous at all. cvt'n 
though this would be my ftrst public 
performance'. \\'c'II, maybe l was a 
little nervous, but I was more con­
cerned with the way I looked than with 
how I would play; a true drag queen to 
the heart. 

When T<>rri and I 11rst took the 
stage, I think the people in the audi­
ence rxpcctcd us to be a female imper­
sonation act, lip synching to Won't you 
come home Bill Bnilry or something 
like that, because when we started 
bringing up .unps and guitars and set­
ting up keyboards and drums, a bu,.z 
went through the audic-nCX'. People 
were pointing, saying things like .. What 
are they gonna do? Look they've got 
instruments .. :· and things of that na­
ture. After tuning up and taking a 
quick sound check, it was time to play. 

ow-I was nervous. I was wearing a 
short navy blue dress with white polka 
dots, white nylons and white 5 inch sti­
lettos ... and my legs were wobbling. 
Terri, wearing a silver turtleneck col­
umn dress, black & silver sparkling 
pan tyhose and sensible silver pumps, 
w,ts as cool as a cucumber. Playing in 
fron t of3O0 or 400 people was nothing 
new to he r. Defore the MC could even 
introduce us, she grabbed the micro­
phone and yelled out .. ,l ow is every­
body doing?!" Then the !\IC did intro­
duce us nncl finally it was time to play. 

I consid<>r nwsdf to bC' a vcr, hon­
est p<>rson, so I ·Ii.we to tc-11 yo11 'the 
truth. Girls, we killed them. fi'rom our 
first numb<'r, Coi11 • to Chicago until 
we pla)"<'d tht> final note' of our last 
song j11n11itn . ,,hich Terri wrote. the 
crowd was whooping and yelling back 
to us and dancing in the strc-ets. I 
loved it! They did not expect this from 
us. \\'e had c-.mght them completely 
off guard. The only mistake I made 
came while we were playing our Sl'<:­

ond song. I was thumping my way 
through a blues chord and looi(jng al 
my fingers. Then l decided to look up 
al the crowd. Just as I did this 7 foot 
blond drag queen named Dora Jar 
came walking past. 1 was so shocked 
that I completely stopped playing. Af­
ter that, l didn't look into the audience 
again. \\'hen our set was over, people 
from the audience came over to us and 
told us what a fantastic job we had 
done. The ~IC said he wanted Terri to 
appear on his radio talk show and the 
engineer told us that he could produce 
our entire show next time, with stage 
lights and everything. if we wanted 
him to. It was wonderful, I wouldn· t 
have missed it for the world! \\"hen 
Terri first approached me back in 1994 
with this idea, I clidn·t carc too much 
for the blues, and when she asked me 
in April to play with her, I ,tlmost told 
her 110. I lowevcr, I am thankful that I 
said yes. Thanks to Terri. l now love 
thcblnes! A 

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to9:00 • Tue. - Wed. -Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30 

215-788-2857 
SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit Sizes 

Private Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon 

308 Mill Street 
Bristol, PA 19007 
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Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11 AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 
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Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About 
Breastforms And Didn't Know Who To Ask 

How to measure for a bra. 
They will do all of th<' nw:m1ring ,ll 

the store, but it's better to go in with 
an idC'a of what you'd likC' so th.lt 
you'rC' not tc-mptC"d to gE>t forms that 
are too large (if passing is your goal). 

Bras have two mcasurC'ments: tlw 
bandwidth nnd cup si:.r.c. T o drt<'nnine 
your bandwidth, simply put tlic tapr 
measure around your ribs about an 
inch below your chest muscles. Hold 
the tape parallel with the noor, put 
your arms to your sidc-s :md take a me­
dium-sized breath. The tape should be 
snug, but not tight. This is your band­
width . The other measurement , cup 
size, is the difference between your 
bandwidth and the fullest part of your 
bust. It's designated by lette r~. so an A­
cup is l " more than your bandwidth, 
8 =2", C=3", etc. For instancC', a 368 
has a hnnclwidth of 34 and is 3fi indil"s 
around the fullest part of the cup. 
O nce you have your bandwidth, you 
simply need to determine what siz<' 
you· d like to be. 

.Reasons wl,y it may be difficult 
to f'eceive a professimmlfitting 

(Please read this!) 
For women that have had breast 

cancer, the experience can be devastat­
ing, both physically and emotionally. 
The fitter I had explained that the loss 
of a breast is a very painful blow to a 
person's self-image and sense of femi­
ninity. Many women have a very hard 
time looking in a mirror after surgery. 
Many women also experience rejection 
from family. spouse or loved-ones 
(Does this sound familiar?) 

Because of this, stores that sell 
breast forms and offer professional fit­
tings off er an atmosphere thnt is , ·cry 
private, and also mak·-frcc. ~ly 11tter 
said some wornc-n may be vCl)' vocal 
about this privacy if it is"violat<.•d", and 
the store can suff<' r because of it(both 

11nancially bec·auseor lost b11sin<>ss, and 
n•putaion in the post-surgery commu­

nit} .) If you wish lo be professionally 
fitted for br<.>ast forms, it would b<' a 

~ood icka to res1wd thC'se wislws. (To 
promote· morr shops doing husilwss in 
the- T C connnunity.) Call first and in­
quire,, hC'tlwr a shop <.·:u, help. Sonw 
stores will not do so( sc•e :ihovC' rC':1-
sons), 6111 many mor<• ~torc•s :\rt' S<'<'ini; 
tht> opportunity in thC" TC conununit) 
and are VC'I)' friendly ancl willing to 
help. E,p<'cl personal 11ttings to bC' ar­
ranged at low-traffic tinws or 
after-hours to lower thC' chances of 
connict with othC'r customers. 

Mnnnfach1.rers of Commercial 
Breast Forms 

Forms and Accessories Key: 
STri=S) mmetric Triangle 
AT ri=A~spnetric Tria11gle 
STD= Symmetric Tc>arclrop 
A TD= Assymetrit TC'ardrop 
Sll S= S)'mmctric I IC'nrtshnpP 
TSh:Thin ShPll 
Attach=Attacliable Form 

ipp=Altachable ' ipple 
Foam= f.oam/cotton b:ltting Form 
Bra=MastPctomy Bras 

Active, Inc. 
Phone: 1-800-562-4290 
Address: 125 Peekstok Rd. 
Kafam11zoo, Mi. 49001 
Product Linc: St ri. Atri. STD, ATD. 
SHS, TSh, foum, Nipp, Bra 
(silic.'One fonns are tran~lucent and 
t.'Ome in 3 shades: .. lighf', .. medium .. & 
"dark" skin l<>nl.'~ ) 
Airway 
Phone: J-800-5-13-0458 
Address: 3960 HosJ>lyn Drive 
Cincinnati, O il 452o<J 
Product Linc: Stri, STD. ATD. SHS, 
TSh, Foam, Bra 
Almost U 
Phone: I -~S00-626-6007 ( l-l:114-737-
5976 in NY) 
FAX· 1-9 14-739-8987 
Addrei.s: P.O. Bm 2032 
Pee~kill , NY 10566 
Product Linc: ST D. ATD 
Amocnn Corporntion{ow,wd hy 
Colopkt\t( Oiscrec>nt·) now) 
Phone· l-',ll<l-926-6162 
F,L\: l--104--126-6.1.12 
Addre" : 195.5 \\'{'~t Oal- Cird,·. 
~(;iri(•tla, C:t'Ol}l;i.l 30062 
Pmclud Li1ll': Stri, ATli. STD. ATD. 
SI IS. TSh. /\tt,1c:h(Stri. Atril, Foam. 
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'ii\1p. Bra (,ilit'fllll' li,nn, mttH' in tl11,•1• 

dil 
0

l•n·nt ,k111 t<rnt·,.) 
Camp Inlemalion:il , Inc. 
l'hrnw 1-517-i'i'i-lfiOO 
Addrt•w P.O. Bm 'iH, 
J,1l.'kson. MI I\J20 I-OO'i9 
Procluct Linl': Stn. l\tli. STD TSh, 
1-'oam. 13ra 
O iscr cnc (Colopla:.t, t11c) 
Phrnw: 1-8()()-2..17-.tS.','5 
1\ddrl'~\: 5610 \\'. Sli~li 1\\1•11111· 
!iuih• UKI-C, Tampa FL :l.'lf1,>-I I 16"i 
Product Linl': Attac:l1(STri). Nipp 

Freeman Orthotics nnd Prodlictic, 
Phonl': I ~'i<l<l-2.53-20H I 
Fax. l-616-6.51-8241-; 
1\ddrcs\: 900 \ \\•,t Ch1ta~o lload 
St lll')~h. M ,d,i~,111 4H091 -975fi 
Protlucl Lint•: STD . SITS. ATD. Foam , 
Bra., ipp 
Jodee After Surgery Inner 
Fashion(aho a\'._1ilahll' thrn JC P1·1111t·}) 
Phrnw: 1 f>00--123-903}{ (8:ll<l A.Xt -
6:(l<I P.M Mon.-Fri, Ea,tern Tii1ll') 
Addrl•s~: P.O Bm M'l'i 
I lollywnocl, FL :3.'30'l3-W7ll 
Prmlm.:t Linc, Stri, STD. ATD, TSh. /\t 
tach. Foam. Nipp. Br.i 
Nenrly Mc(ow1wcl hy Spt•nc.11 />.l l'clical 
Corp.) 
Phonc_,: l -~OO-H7i-3626 
Addrc,~: P.O. Bm 2.501 
\\'at'fl, TX 76702-2.501 

Retailers/suppliers of 
breast forms 

(Please not<' thr [TG Friendly] 
mark after some retailNs. These arc 
companies that explicitly srek the busi­
ness of the TC community. [ f this 
mark is not present, it is because tlw 
status is not known at this lime.) 

Best Value Products 
[TC Fricndlyl 
Phone: 1-2 15-71>2-9024 
F,L~: l -215-782-H 180 
A<lclre~s: P.O. 80\ 156. Dept. EM 
\\'vn<.·ott•, PA 19095-0156 
I:: 11,ai 1/\ \ ·eh: hvp@c:pc:n.c.~,m. http:// 
ww\, .l·d,p11luwn/hvp I I .html 
Prodm:t Litt<•: Syn,mt'lrit· teardrop .ind 
')'ll1t1wtric ht•art,hapc silim1w fonn 
with prl'li1mlt'tl and tolor<'tl nippll·,. 
S1z1•~Pril·<•· B. C, D. DD. 396.15$U!, 
p,ur. Optional adlw,iw&n•nioq•r with 
form 4:l I .(l<l/p:ur. 

conti nued 011 pag,c I I 
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Sept. 19-22, 1996. Come and enjoy a relaxing weekend at a private resort where your security, enjoyment 
and comfort ore of primary concern. We've been producing this event for over l O years and our success is 
measured by the people who return time after time. One price of $350* includes: room for 3 nights, 9 meals, 
2 receptions, Costume party, Talent Show, Free workshops, tax and gratuity. What else could you need? We 
have our own DJ and a Makeup Artist/ Hair Stylist too! 

Come find out why Paradise In The Poconos is one of the best events you could attend. Write, call or email us 
for more information. (see contact info at the bottom of this ad). Visit our WorldWide Web site and register 
online, or take a look at photos from the last weekend. 

*Double Occupancy rate. Single Occupancy rooms are available for 5475. 

W£'V£ got th£ books you want... Now. HrrE's a sc1mplE and thrr£'s lots mon. 
Writ£ or call ror our fru catalog shE£ts. 

NEW ARRIVAL! 
The Man In The Red ► 

Velvet Dress by J. J. Allen 
Allen gives us on insider's view of the 

psyche of the 19 community. This one's 
sure to COIISe o stir in some circles. 

216 puges, $22. 90 

• : ◄ Lettin It All Hang Out 
Port outobiogrophy and porl 
How-To Monuol. 
228 pages, S21.00 

NEW ARRIVAL! 
Transgender Warriors ► 

by Leslie Fineberg 
Feinberg chronides lg people 

thruout lime & across culrures, 
woven into a personal norrotive 

212 puges, S28.SO 

◄ Gender Outlaw 
Bornstein celebrates the power of 
daimilg on identity withoul getting 
mired in identity politics. 
253 pages, S13.00 

Your Information SourcE For The NExt Millmnium! 
CDS • PO Dox 61263 • IHng of Prussia, PA • 19406 

Voiu: til0 ·640·9449 • lax: 610-648·0ZS7 • [mdil: ilfo@cdspub.com 
Visit our star( on the WWW <hlljl://www.cdspul).(om/> 
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In Inst month's column I mentioned 
a cnse where the Salt Lake City T ri­
Ess chapter ousted one of its mem­
bers. Lnst week, 1 received a letter 
from one of the leaders of that group 
in which she detailed the reasons why 
they took such drnstic action. Unfortu­
nate ly for you, my readers, the reasons 
were well grounded and not at all the 
type of salacious gossip mongering I 
was hoping to report bnck to you. 

You see, 1 remember a situation 
here at Renaissance when one of the 
members insisted on showing 11p at the 
meetings dressed in a black vinyl 
minidress. fishnet stocking and a stud­
ded dog collar and crawling around on 
all fours saying. USpank me! Spank 
me!" Our leadership felt it necessary to 
take action to p revent that kind of be­
havior and issued an ultimatum to the 
individual in question. 

And it worked. I don't do that at 
meetings anymore and now I'm a 
member in good standing with my own 
newsletter column. Speaking of 
which ... 

You're Such A Flirt 
T/1e Trnnsgenderist newslette r of 

the TGIC group in Albany. New York 
reprinted an article about flirtation 
which originally Appeared in the New 
York Times. 

The article mentioned several seri­
ous scientific studies of human flirta­
tion behaviors. I lumans have certain 
sex-specific 0irtation behaviors tliat 
can bC' idc•ntified as preludes to the 
mating procl'ss. "We still go through 
the ritual of courtship much like our 
mammalian ancestors," according to 
Dr. David Givc11s, one of the anthro­
pologists who studies this sort of thing 
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in depth. "T hese (flirt ation) gE>s tures 
nre subcortical, regulated by the more 
primitive part of our brnin. They have 
nothing to do with the intellect, with 
our great neocortex." 

Becnuse we are a highly evolved 
species (supposedly), the basic behnv­
ioral functions of nirtation nnd court­
ship may be buried under our rational­
i:,.ations about why we net a certain 
way. But at the core, it's all about at­
tracting someone.judging them as 
suitable or not, then proceeding to the 
mati ng process. Especially in species 
where the presence of two parents ap­
preciably enhances the survival of the 
olTspring, this process is drawn out 
longer than in other species. The "coy­
ness" ritual ("playing hard to get~) of 
the fem ale is really a test to see 
whethe r the male is likely to abandon 
her once the mating takes place. Con­
versely, the male, who hos a lesser bio­
logical responsibility, will often rend 
the simplest female interest as a sign 
that all signnJs are "go"-when in fact 
we know they most often are not. 
'there is a huge sex diff ercnce in how 
e lTective different tactics are," said Dr. 
David Buss. a psychologist and author 
on this subject. 

For c rossdressers, it is interesting to 
keep in mind some of our overtly femi­
nine gestures and postures we affect as 
part of our own ritual are actually de­
signed to attract male mating partners 
on a subconscious levc-1. The oft-heard 
rC'mark that "all the guys were giving 
me the- eye'" on th<' dtmc·c- lloor. or the 
walk to tlH.• ladies room, is not so for 
fetched given that "womC'n ... tend to 
promenadc ... both to scout and to be 
seen" by potential mates, as was found 
in Dr. Givcn·s studies. In a study by 
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Dr. ~lonica \.loore ol'W<'hster UniH•r 
sit~. shr fonncl that 111en an• 1110n • 

lik.el) to approach fl'malc>s \\ ho sc·ncl 
flirtation si~nals- <'\'C'll morC' so than 
wo111r11 who arc- rated as or<' physkall~ 
attractive'. So11wtl1111g to kc>c•p in mind 
the ne,t linw you·r<' e>llt in p11hlit'. H 
rc>ally is a jnnik• 0111 l here•. 

Strength of Claaracter 
Philadelphia \\'c•ekly is a main­

stream 11ewspapc·r clistributc><l in and 
around dO\\ ntown Philadelphia. I ts 
cover story cm April tenth. by MC'gan 
Breslin, was titled A Q11e.stio11 of Tde11-
tity. The lengthy article told the story 
of Rhonda, a graduating student at 
Bryn Mawr College, and the contro­
versy that brewed during her time 
there as a student. 

Rhonda (she preferred not to di­
vulge her last name) is a person born 
with bilatl'ral intersexxuality, a condi­
tion in which one's gender status falls 
"between tlw St' xes." After a tro11bll"d 
childhood ,u1d adolesce11ce without 
professional cure. sh<' finally received 
appropriate medical treatment und 
forged an adult life as a fcrnale. In a 
remarkable story of inner strength and 
determination, she got herself to the' 
point where she was admitted to cxclu­
siv<' Bl)11 Mawr College in her late 
thirties to pursue .in undergrad degree. 

Part of the reason for her interest i11 
Bryn Muwr was what she hopc-d would 
be a more liberal atmosphere. Because' 
her treatment did not begin until after 
puberty she still had some noticcoblt' 
masculine foaturcs, although her total 
appearance was gender ambiguous. 
Apparently not ambiguous enough for 
some of her fellow stude nts however 
because she was subjC'c:tcd to ostracism 
and quite open concerns that a truns­
vestite hacl somehow crashcd tht> 
women-only Bryn Mawr sorori ty. 

The paranoia rcaclwd its peak\\ hen 
thc ndrninistmtion's medical stnITb<>­
gan investigating h<-r background to 
detcnnine just ~what" she wns. Only 
when hc>r back w:ts lit<.'rally pmh<'<I 
against tlw wall did Hhondn consult :111 
~1ltorney nnd C'wn then quwtly told th<' 
administration to w,ttch their stc-p le-st 
thc-v forf<•il their 11111lti111illio11 dollar 
c-nclowmc-nl in a lllt>SS}' law~uit 



Afte1· <'nduring the .slings nml ar­
rows of 0111 rng<'o11s illib<'ralism for hc-r 
yc-ars tl1c-11'. Rhonda ltn;illy \\TOI<' and 
opC'n kttC'r to tlw <:ollc-g<' pnp<'r <-x­
plaining to <'V<'f)'0ll<' j11st what lwr lnic­
story was. 011<' can only wonclc-r 
wlwthcr, and to what degree, some- of 
her detractors felt shame for having 
slurred her behind her buck after they 
rC'ad the tragic stmggle of her life'. 

By the time you read this Rhonda 
will have graduated, with plans for lnw 
school. To be foir to everyone, Rhonda 
did have supporters l.,efore nnd during 
her worst times at Bryn Mawr. This ex• 
c<'llent article (with other details too 
m1rncrous to bring out in this forum) 
showed there nre unsung-nnd unas­
suming-heroes right in our midst. 

You Cot Questions, We Cot 
Answe r·s 

Fiesta! is the newsletter of the New 
Mexico chapter ofTri-Ess in Albu­
querque 11nd they published an article 
by u mC'mbcr named Vicki A. titled 
\Vlint Are the Rule.~? 

Vicki wonders about the "rules of 
crossclressing. » It 's not readily appar­
ent whether Vicki really believes there 
nre a set of rules for crossdressers, but 
her questions ar<' posed in such an ear­
nest fashion that it seems likely that 
she believes there are some easily de­
fined boundaries to keep us all from 
going hog wild. 

A sample of some of her questions 
are: "Can l dress in a formal go-.vn, 
business attire or causal wear? Can I 
pierce my cars? How feminine can my 
everyday attire become without push­
ing the envelope of acceptability" You 
get th<' idea. 

As a S<'rvice not only to Vicki but 
nlso to other concerned crossclrcssers 
out there in Vis a Vis-land. I will an­
swer a few of Vicki's actual questions 
so we don't have a bunch of loose can­
nons out there crossdrcssing however 
they damn well please. Shoot, baby. 

"Am I allowed to wear panties un­
dc,r my everyday attire?" Yes. just 
make sure they're clean in c:L~e you're 
in an accident. 

"If I can wear panties, can l wear 
pantyhose?" Iley. look, you're a begin­
ner. I said you can wear panties. but 
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don't push ii. 
"Should my blouse· he of mffies and 

lnre. or should it be of a m<>r<' phin 
matcriul?" I \\!IS nfrnid you wcrc going 
to ask th,tt one. Chc·tk back with mc 
on that, hon. 

·•can I grow my liair long so 1 don ·1 

havc to wcar a ,vig?" Yes, but only if 
you don't have to comb it from one 
side of your head to the other to cover 
male pattcm baldness. 

"Tlow long can I let my hair grow 
and still have it considered accept­
nble ?" Can we please move on, al­
ready? 

Long <>nough that I can put it in a 
ponytail or wear it piled up on top?'' 
You're starting to get on my nerves. 

"Is there a line where my 
crossdrcssing becomes perverted?" I'll 
refer you to the anecdote above about 
vinyl miniskirts, fishnets and saying 
"spank me" at group meetings. 

"Do l have to separate the two sides 
so that one is completely male and the 
other female, and can these two sides 
ever mix an<l mingle?" There are times 
when the two sides can mb.: and mingle 
but only under the care of trained pro­
fessionals and an attendant with a tran­
quilb.er gun. 

"\\That are the rules for being a 
crossdresser?" If l told you now, you 
wouldn't need to read my column cv­
eiy month, so dream on. 

"And who made them up?" That 
would be me. (Diabolical laughter ... 
Fade to black.) 

How About A Quickie? Or Two? 
The Sooner Belle ne-..vsletter of the 

COTA group in Oklahoma City had a 
front page article by Linda and 
Vanessa Kaye titled Prisoner or 
Guard? 

Linda and Vanessa (husband and 
wife) tell the story of a picnic they had. 
They thought they had picked a se­
cluded place when, viola!-Sevcnil 
thousand (or so ii seemed) fellow pic­
nickers appeared. When Vanessa (the 
crossdressa. Sorry.) told Linda she felt 
a little uncomfortable. Linda snicl they 
had "as much right to be here as any­
ooe else.'' 

from that simple realization came 
an inter<'sting thought. Nowadays. 
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limlilks wit Ii any 1111111li<·r of forna·rly 
"sha111cful" problems can only addr<'ss 
thc111 op<·11ly a11d their op<·1111<·ss in at·­

knowlcd~ing tlw problc111 bc·<.·omt·s 
tl1dr strc11gth. Tlw public i11 turn I ans 
come to :tcccpt and c11co11n1gc fomilics 
working through difficult issu('s. \\'h~ 

not transgendNisn1? As th(' K,\yc·s 
point out, "You, I, and our partn('rs 
have u right to explore ourselves.\\'<' 
have nothing to b(' ashamed of." 

The lng('rsoll Ccnder C<'nl<'r in St•­

nttlc, Washington publish<.'cl a IC'ttcr 
from an llllnnmed European corn'­
sponclcnl in their April ncwslctt<'f. Th<' 
writC'r rcfrrred to thc rcccnt studies 
looking for biological "proofs" that may 

account for gender and sexual oril'11ta­
tion. 

The writer sny that should such a 
biologicnl proof be found, she would 
rather not know for herself. J fa pcrson 
who truly felt transsexual was found 
not to hnve the biological makeup (of n 
TS), would she then be forced to "drop 
out" of the program? If someone Imel 
built a life for themselves in the oppo­
site gender, :ind then found out th<> 
biological proof showed negativ<>, 
would that person then be a "fraud?" 
There arc a lot of questions in life that 
are better left unasked ... Lest you get 
an answer you clon't like. 

And from the April '96 Gender Eu­
phoria newsletter of the Boulton & 
Park Society came this nugget: "\\ ·e 
have a feeling that Dina Amberle ove>r 
at the Renaissance N<.'ws & Vi<.'ws 
could be a very funny writC'r but all she 
seems to want to do is trash various 
folks." Tl1e reall)' funny pa1t is my pic­
ture atop the column. rf you try rC'ad­
ing it as well as looking Ht the pictnrP 
you'll find I don't critici'l.e individuals 
that often for the simplf> foibles of lX'­
ing human. (lley /'111 human.) Vis a Vis 
was concicved by its original writrr. 
Brenda Davidson as a forum to scruti­
nize anyone or group in the TC: com­
munity who might be making a mis­
take, as I see it. After all, I do make 
the rules. Just kidding girls! 



The TG Consumer: Rights & Expectations 
You as a transgcncler individual are ask if it is the store's policy for person-

a consumer like any other. You have nc>I to whisper, giggle, point at or laugh 
money to spend and needs to bC' met. al its customl'rs. O!Tcr to overlook the 
Do you approach such interactions offense if the person will get on with 
with an expectation of respect and ap- serving you. If further disrespect cx:-
preciation for your business? Or does curs, request the person·s name and 
the memory of past transactions con- that of the manager. 
taminated by ridicule and frustration If you are denied service insist on 
inhibit you with regard to examining being given a reason. If you are in-
products for quality, and holding ser- suited by a derogatory term referring 
vice providers to a stancL,rd of courtesy? to your TC status such as "you people·· 

A satisfactory consumer interaction (or worse) you have scvc-ral options: 
begins with the expectation of quality Identify yourself with pride as TC, en-
products and service. To the extent titled to and able to pay for the re-
that you are informed nbout the prod- quested product or ser.'ice. If recon-
uct or service you seek, you will be sideration does not occur state that you 
able to express your expectation in an will file a complaint of discrimination 
unambiguous manner. However, if you with the Human Rights Organi;,.ation 
are hobbled by anxiety, fear of others· of that County as well as with the pro-
judgment, and personal insecurity, all fessional association(s) monitoring the 
the product information in the world industry involved. It behooves any con-
will do you little good. You will be sumer to be prepared in such an event 
treated with the respect you show for but it is incumbent upon you as a TC in-
yourself and will be presented with the dividual or anyone belonging to vulncr­
products that the sales person has been able minority group, to be explicitly 
instructed to ""move.·· anned \\ith solid information about how 

And do not think that over-com pen- to exercise your rights as a consumer. 
sating for insecurity or developing an J f you choose not to identify your-
.. attitude" to ward off insensitive treat- self as a TC individual and the pro-
ment will be effective. By acting arro- ,<ider of services docs not identify you 
gant and demanding you are more as being of a minority status, you can-
likely to elicit the very behavior you not raise the issue of discrimination. 
arc trying to avoid. EITorts to intimi- Then the best strategy is to behave as 
date others breed resentment rather than an aggrieved consumer who will re-
rrspect and retaliation follows fast. lcntlessly seek satisfaction at levels 

Given that you arr able to present above the service p('rson. Sources tell 
yourself c.-onfidently and are well-in- me that service providers would rather 
formed about your objective, you may serve someone ,vitlt 2 heads than have 
~ti ll find the shopping experience an to explain to their boss why they have 
unpleasant one. You may be identified allowed a scene to occur. Implement-
as TC by the service provider and ei- ing this strategy implies a willin~rwss 
tlier treated clisrcspcctfully or denird on your part to state your clissatisfoc-
~nvice. No one will come to your res- tion audibly and 11neq11ivocally and 
cue. Tliis is wlic-re Assertiveness 10 I perhaps dmw attention to yourself. 
"ill pay for itself. Inquire of the pro- The pursuit of professional senkes 
viclcr if your n::quc-st was undc-rstood such as medical, psychological or legal 
and offer to repeat it. I f approp1iate, 
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pn·sc•11t a sp<·dal t·l1allc•11gc· for 1111' t·rn1-
s111 lll'r. Tlw diallr•11!!;(' ("Olll('S in t ( ll' di r. 
fknlt~ of 1·,ali1ati11g tlw q11alit:·of'~1•r-
' k-<'s olf1·rt'd as W<'II .1~ in d1 -.1lit1!!; ,, ith 
providers who ,m• g1·1wrall: 1·rnlm1<·tl 
with higlwr status tha11 tllC' cons111111·rs 
of their S('f\ kc•s. TC co11sumc·rs ortc•11 
f<'1·l e,1•11 more· vuhwrabh· than th<' ,11-

<•rage c:li1•11t lwc-a11sc· or Ill(' 11)\ tits 
ahout the TCecl tlwl still pc-n:acle the 
thinking of prof(•ssionals. The- h<'li<'f 
that TCism is a mc-ntal disorclc-r and 
there-fore one will be dealine; with a 
deranged. delusiomLI person puts man)' 
profossionals off. There is also the be­
lief that onc-'s otlwr clic-nts will be dis­
couraged if they observe TC indhidu­
als being ser.•ed in the sa111c setting. 
The- be-st way to avoid approaching the 
uninfornwd professional, who is also 
incompetent to serve you, is to utiliz<' ,\ 
resource list compiled by your local 
TC community organizations orb) na­
tional associations devoted to sc,ving 
TC consumers nnd setting standards 
for competent professional <:,\re. 

Being a cons11111c-r is a difficult busi­
nc-ss. But that's what ifs all about. 
Business! As a consumer you have 
som!'thing of value. Rc-spcct your 
power but don·t naunt it. llold your­
srlf in high regard and and you maxi­
mize the chance tliat otll<'rs will. lk 
pre-pared lo go to bat for your right to 
be served; you may bepaving the way 
for another c.-onsumcr mon• \'ulncr­
ablc th,,n you. 

Get Wired to 
News & Views . .. 

Ti red oi waiting for Ne1<1s ~ 

Views to arrive in your mail box 7 
Worried that someone at the post 
ot fice is 11.:c,d1ng your cop-/? Don ' c 
put up w.th it <tnynorc. Order your 
email version (Lo?xt only) of Nei.-s , 

Views today . F.ve1-y month it will 
arrive aui;omatically 1n your elec­
tronic " in box.• Just read it end 
hit • delete .• Send your ei,ia1l 11d 
dress and a check fo, $1 J . 00 to th,• 
Nat ior.ill ot tin> (11ddrP.SS on P,"l<lt' 

2) . Mark the envelope "Al'n:email.• 
Siqn up now and you• 11 ue::. the 
Dnatl Ne"'s I or 12 months. 
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The Three Legged Stool ... Of Crossdressing 
byLee -
TllC'rC' are thr<'<' sides to a (·ross­

dn'ss<>r: sexual. SO<:i.11 and spiritual. 
They arc like the legs of a three legged 
stool. If all thrc>c legs are not strnight, 
cvC'n and strong, th<' stool will topple. 

Ev<'ry crossclrcssc-r starts out using 
crossdrc>ssing as a sexual outlet. Most 
of us never lose the sexual enjoyment 
of being "dressed up." it permeates our 
entire existence. The sensuous experi­
ence of putting on n satin bra and 
pnnty set... or pulling on a pair of 
pantyhose and slipping into a pair of 
threC' inch heels ... or placing a silk slip 
or camisole on your body and then 
making up your face ... the sensuality 
and suggestiveness of the whole pro­
cess never leaves us, nor do we want it 
to. Perhaps it's ninety percent of our 
psyche, or the thought process charac­
teristic of each of us? 

Where does it all start? Uow did we 
become crossdressers? Is it genetic or 
l<'amcd? Most of us don't care. We all 
have to go through passages, unpleas­
ant, but necessary. Guilt, shame, fear, 
remorse, loss, breakups, etc. all tend to 
mold us into compassionate. gentle 
and understanding people. \\'e get to 
where we are by lc-aming to accept 
who and what we arc. 

Sexual outlets come from many di­
rections for crossdressc>rs. Some have 
understanding wives who accept them 
one hundred percent; some hnve wives 
who tolerate their "hobby;'' some meet 
and have heterosexual relationships 
with sympathetic women and some of 
us c-njoy being a woman and pleasing 
men in a hetero/homoscxual liaison. (If 
you arc being the woman ifs "hetero­
sc>xual.") I any. too shy to form rela­
tionships. rel)' on masturbatory fanta­
si<'S for their S<'xual outlc>t. howcvc-r. 
whatevc•r the outlC't, scx is always a ma­
jor ing:rcdi<•nt of a crossdrcss<•r's life>. 
Does this make- us "bad?" I don't think 
so. Is sc>. "had?" I think not. 

ThC' social part of bci11g a 
crossclrc-ss<'r is equall~ important. We 
neC'd acc-C'ptance and unclrrst.u1cling b)' 
our peC'rS. \\'e nc-C'd comfort and love 
from the pcopk w<' love,\\'(' 11ced 

them to 1111derstancl mHI aecrpt who 
we arc-. This isn't always C'asy. \\'<' do 
appear "strange" lo most outside the 
the crossdressing community. 

Crossdressing is not fully out, y<'t. 
Like the homose.rnal movement that 
started some- thirty years ago, it's now 
our turn. However, it may take an 
equal amount of time for full under­
standing ... let alone acceptance. 

Socializing, support groups. maga­
zines, organizations and newsletters 
arc all out there for us. They are mak­
ing progress every day in bringing 
crossdressers together. These c-fforts 
are the> first step in bringing our cause 
to the attention of society. 

We are beautiful people that de­
serve to be recognized. That's a very 
subjective statement but permit me to 
elaborate. Without our crossdressing, 
acceptance and respect would be easily 
available from the overall community. 
Since we are crossdressers we must 
prove we are better people because of 
our crossdressing in order to win r<'­
spect. Underst.uiding both the mnle 
and female sides of our identities arc 
whnt mak<' us better people. It's up to 
us, through socializing, to make society 
aware of this fact. 

Some of us "girls" have enough pio­
neering spirit to dress in public and 
"spread the word." \\'e all admire 
these individuals but most of us arc too 
shy to contribute in that way. How­
ever, we can ... and should, help them 
behind the scenes. 

If you·rc serious about crossdressing 
you should belong to a support group. 
subscribe to a tn1nsgender maga7jne or 
newsletter and join a national gender 
organi7.ation. they ,trc all out there 
working for you. Th<' more we- get out, 
the> fasl<'r we'll be accepted. Closets 
are no place- to live-! 

The third, and perhaps most impor­
tant side of a crossdrcssc·r is tht.> spiri­
tual side•. I kr<' we Ii"<' with 011rsd"es 
and our I ligh<'r Powc•r ... alonc with !ht· 
knowledge that we are good peopk· 
de-serving orlove and rc-spPcl. This 
side is not always easv to achic•n·. The 
prc-ssurc- from ihc o,;tsidt' world is al-
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wars with IIS. 

Our self este<'m is oft('n aff1•c:frd h~ 
the lack of undc>rstanding or scx·id~ 
and our prcrs. This force's lllatl) of 11s 
into closets of self reproach which in 
turn lowers our self estc•cm furth<'r. 
\\'C' must leam to live- alone with who 
wc arc and srck comfort through our 
Higher Power. "To thi11e men srlj bl' 
tnie." Loving yourself is the first stc•p 
toward loving others. Crossdrc-ssc·rs 
can nc-ver gain acccpta11c<' until we 
love- otlu.'rs m1<l understand their reluc­
tance to ac:c<'pt us. 

It has been my exi,ericncc with 
crossdrcssers that they are compas­
sionate, gentle, consider.it<' and willing 
to help others. Are we dilTerent from 
mainstrc-um society? o. exccpt we 
wear drcsses. Any "clifTerencc" c:omes 
from this experience of discovc-ring the 
woni.ui within us and allowing thr ex­
pression of our innate femininity. 

A crossdressc-r is like a marriage ... 
you must work hard at it in ordc-r for it 
to be successful and blossom. 
Crossclrt>ssers hove two sides that must 
be acccptc-cl and understood. \\'e must 
never forgct this because it's what 
makes us unique. The two sides make 
us "special.·· This special diff c-rcnce 
give us the ability to cope with prob­
lems ahead ... blending into main­
stream society while enjoying our rare 
qualities. it's coming, but we hav<' to 
make it happen faster. 

Keep the stool steady and straight. 
Don't lc>t any of the threc legs sliortrn. 
Keep your resolve, srek support from 
your "sistc>rs" and, most of all. be A_ 
proud to be a crossclresscr. ~ 

South Jersey Chapter Rises 
Again As New Jersey Support. 

Tht· Ill'\\ ~11pport ~nlllp th.it h,1, ris<·II 

fm111 the •"he, of tlw old SJ Ch.,pti·r "ill 

li.,w ih 11r,t nwdin~ on J 111w 'ith .,t tlw 

Unita1ian LJ11iv1·r,1lht Ch11rd1 nf\\'.L,hin~­

l1111 Cni,,in~ Tht· na•l'lin~" ill ,t.ui .,t 
',P~t ,111d dirn·liom t·,m lw oht.11,wd fro111 

tlw ;>,,1tion.il Oflltc1·. C, lO H75-!}J I\) or fm111 

T1•rri . adin~ ~m11p l<•a,11•1· al (i(~J 

aftl'r (iP~I. ,\,I.. 101 Ton,. 
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.JoAnn Roberts ~ CyberQueen 

"Everybody knows most people i11 the 
world (Ire ,;fupid." 

- The Rrfreshments "Bandido'' ----This is a short column this month. I've 
had two colleg<' graduations, my Pocono 
weekrncl, .md an unexpected death in 
the immediate family to contend with. I 
apologize for the brevity. I' ll be back to 
rC'gular lrngth next month. ----Let me start by dispelling a rumor. I rc-
cC'ivccl a phone call rrom Mari<', secre­
tary to Or. Stanley Reiber, not{'d 
gender rc-nssignmcnt surgeon from 
Trinidad, Colorado. r-.taric has been re­
C<•iving many phone calls asking of Dr. 
Beibcr had passed away. No one seems 
to know where the nimor got started, 
but sh{' askC'cl me to tell you all that re­
ports of Dr. 13C'ib<>r's demisc- have been 
"greatly {'xaggNated," as Mark Twain 
saicl. Dr. Beiber is alive ,md well and still 
oprrating. I{{' hasn't even bec-n sick of 
latC'. ----Along the line's of rumor comes a note 
o!T the net that a text file is being circu­
lated callC'd SRSDOC.TXT that claims 
to describe', in detail. how to p{'rform 
~ltF gender reassignment surg<'l)' on 
clogs, with th<' idea that you can leam all 
about CRS at l1onie. As my higli school 
Latin teacher used to say, "llow stupid 
c.,n you arc?" If you've seen this nte or 
hear :1bo11t it, it is a hoax. lk warn<'d. 

l langing in tlwrr "ith tllC' ~ HS thC'mc• ... 
•\ SIil'\'{'~ or Chine's(' middle school st11-
clenls, agc•s 13to 19. found tlmt4 l.2 per­
cent of the- fc-111alc- st11dc•11ts wished that 
the) \\'('re 00)'· Reasons givt•11 were boys 
had gr<"ater fr<.'cdom in Chi1wseculture. 
teach<"rs paid mor<' attention to boys. 
and that boys had l)('tler prospects as 
adults. Althou~h Chint>sC' C"ultun• has 
chang<'d dmstically in thC' last 20 y<'ars. 
Chinese famili<'s still prC'fc-r boys. 

John Travolta is a hot 11 ollywood prop­
erly these days, but if his star wanes 
again, perhaps he can g<'t a job in one of 
the La Cage shows. According to Kym 
Sedgcwick. Travolta's co-star in thC' film 
Plie110111e11011, Travolta docs "impeccablc 
imprc-ssions" of Barbara Sblnwyck and 
Katherine Hepburn. ----TherE''s support groups and then thcrc>'s 
Re sourceful Women. R\\' is a San 
Francisco-based support organi1.ation of 
a few hundred women of wealth. Says 
one member, "You're not going to bc­
judgcd for your moncy." An off-shoot of 
R\\' is the Women's Donor l\etwork 
whosE' 75 members h:wc> an average nc>t­
worth of S 11 million and who make 
eharitabk contributions totaling $30 
million annually, mostly for women's 
education and e<.-onomic inc.l<'pendencc>. 
"A fetishists dream comt' true," is how 
on<' friend descrilx-d B(lrb \\'ire starring 
the mammillary-enhanced Pamela Lee 
Anderson. Cors<'ts, fishnets and thigh­
high boots everywhere. Even under lim­
itC'cl release (less than 1000 theaters). the 
movie is raking in the dough. Just wait 
until it hits video. ----On to fashion news ... \\'ant a little phi-
losophy with your cosmetics? Stila cos­
metics packs a bon mot with each of its 
products. For examplt'. inside your face 
powder you might find. "lt is never too 
lat<' to he what you might have been." 
That by C{'orge Elliott. ----
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Tlll'r<''s 111011(': in tlw111 thardotll('s. Tl11· 
stod.. markc·t p1111cl1ts ,u·f' t.1lking alx111t 
tllC' llC'\t s1•t of rc•cl-hot I POs ( I 111tial Puh­
hc OffC'n11g) and tl1C': ai11't l11t1·met 
stoc·ks. ;"\o, it's big-nnnw drsig,wrs that 
havC' evC'n·m11.'s atl<'ntio11. Donna Kara11 
is Sl't for.an IPO sometinw this mcmtli 
nncl it's surl' to be a winnC'r. In the past 
y<'ar, Estfr J.audt•r. Tonllll) Il ilfingn 
and St. Jol111 Knits have blown the socks 
off othN I POs. You heard it lwr<'. 

Bob l\lackie is back into the "special 
occasion" dress 111arkf't. ~lackic• took a 
sick trip into less e,tra,·agant couture, 
but found that hl' wanted to rc•tnrn to his 
first and most succc>ssful lovc•-bC'ads. 
Mackie says his nl'w line will be much 
less C'xpensive" than his previous ere-­
aliens with some dresses sdling for as 
"little as $700." lley, Bob, ship me a 
do1.e11 of those beaded numbers. ----Joining RnPaul as a spokesperso11 for 
M •A •C <.'Osmetics is tlie unlikc·ly pc-rson­
,1ge of one> k.d.Iang. I say "unlikely" not 
becausr lnng is a lesbian, but because up 
to now hrr "look" l1 ns been fresh-faced 
imcl sans-makrup. I guess she's workine; 
on a new look. ----A little COllllll('lltarr on fric•1Hlship ... 
Some people havC' exprC'SsC'd the opin­
ion that Alison Laing and I have parted 
ways. Nothing could be furthc-r from thC' 
tmth. Alison and I share the bond of 
having c:o-cr<•atrd Renaissance. tht' 
cro. GPAC and\\'(' serve Oil 2 boards 
of directors together. B<>yond the tg 
community, Alison and I and our fami­
lies spend a great deal of time tog<'ther 
in 11011-tg n·lated acti\'it irs. Alison is 
among my dosC'st personal f ric-nds ancl 
nothing, not Renaissance•, not IFC E 
could evc•r comr bPtWt"<'n 11s. \\'«:•'v<· 
lc•am<'d to agr<'<' to clisagrre on soml' I~ 
issues and that's a lesson niam· in this 
comrntmit) \\'Oulcl br \\isc to ll'am. True 
friendship is precious and pric<'k•ss. ----© 1996 by Crrativr Design Srnire-;. 
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!\Is. Lee Etscovitz, Ed.D. 

Making Sense Of It All 
On Be ing Visible (Part Two) 

Last mouth I dc-scnhc-d my c-111er­
gPncc• from gc-nJC'r Conrusion into 
1wrsonal r<'sponsibilit~ for my lif<' as u 
whol<'. I now liH• full tinw as a womnn. 
ll lifostylr which hnpp<'ns to h<' my 
particular r<'sol11tion for my gc-nclc-r 
confusion. Onr would think ti int bC'ing 
\ isible to OIIC'S(' lr and to thf' world in 
g<'n<'ml would bC' a simplt' 111nltC'r, for 
,,earl' talking about n lif<' of honesty, 
of truthfulness. of bring true to onr­
self. And yet, given the wc-b of rela­
tionships :llld expC'ctntions, and the 
shoulds and should nots into which WE' 

are all bom-i11 te rms of which we 
function. such visibility. with all of its 
simple honesty, can be an extremely 
complex and difficult mntter. 

It is in tE'rms of this complexity that 
l nm reminded of a recent personal ex­

pc-rience in which it was temporarily 
important to deemphasize my gender 
change. It was n large family gathering 
which I attendE>d somewhat masc11lin­
i:,.ed, nt lenst from the neck do\.vn. r 
wore a shirt. tic-. dark slncks. a nnvy 
blue bla1.c-r, and traclitional lrathc r 
loafers. But my face and hair did not 
really flt into thl" masculine imnge I 
w:1s reluctantly trying to convey. 

I was very 11ncomfort:1hle from the 
outsl"l. more thnn I had expected 
would be the case. I rpceived quite a 
few stares and felt I was being avoided. 
Generally speaking. I had an a.ndrogy­
no11s appearance. My horly was 
dressl.'d for the occasion . but my head 
was resistant, both inside and out. I 
found myself retreating within myself. 
not wanting to talk to anyone. I finally 
began to d oze nt th<' tnblc- while every­
one else was dancing. I was probably 
perceived as being distant and unap­
proachable. perhaps e\·cn arrogant. 
But actually I was dancing alone on the­
inside and wanting desperately to join 
the- dance of life on the- outside. Re­
turning home when it was all over was 

like rl"luming from a ""I') bncl drC':un. 
Looking back 011 this (•x1writ'nc<•, I 

c:1n Sl'<' thnt I did not fE•el vi~ihl<• in 

terms of the person I rC'ally am: a 
woman. Evc>n if I had looked com­
plc•trly masculine, I would still hm<· 
f<'lt cxtrc-nwly 11ncomfortable. for it 
was difficult, if not impossible, to par­
tk-ipate whE>n I did not feel fully aliv<' 
and fully present. Evc>n whrn som<>one 
did reaeh out to me, I felt too divided 
in my appeamnce to respond as a 

whole pe rson. I am not denying tlw 
foct that I was bom a male, but it 
seems, at lenst in my cnsr, that I can­
not serve two mnsters. I was cross­
dressed in reverse, and it did not work. 
I hnd wanted to help my family, to give 
them less to deal with, by downplnying 
my gender chnnge, but J did not re:illy 
help them or mysel[ \\'hat was in­
tended to be of temporary help to oth­
ers left me tempornrily invisible in 
terms of my tnie sens£' of self. 

Being truly visible seems to happen 
from the inside out, no matter how 
much I try to camounnge it or even to 
d<'ny it. A poem I wrote describes the 
srnse of human wliolrness ancl thus 
tl1e true visibility to which I am com­
mitted and which makes difficult an 
occasional attt>mpt to please others :it 
the e,q1ense of my true sc-nse of self. 
no matter how w<>II intentioned I may 
he. The poe m is called ... 

I Buried You: 
I buried you alioc. 
but you refused to die. 
I buried you 
before tve renlly met, 
before I recog,ni:,ed 
your ben11ty, 
yo11rso11l. 
your lwp£'S 011d dreams. 
I buried you, 
because I never knew 
that Cod ordained 
your pre.se11ce 011 thi.s earth, 
thnt you ,vcrr mennt to /Je, 
to IJe with me. 
And so 110 ,c I ,crmt 
to resurrert your life, 
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to gr<'('f you 1cit/1 111ir11 111·111,. 

to u·t•lcomt• you bark 
from tlw living di'11d 
re.~. yo11 r drat I, lu1<; bl'r•11 
"lit:ill{!, dC'ath.fora/1 alo11g 
I harl'co11rtedyo11 ,;rrrrtly. 
saying " lfrllof" 1chr 11 110 m1t·. 
excrpt maybr God, 
1i·as looking or li~tr11i11g. 

Per/1(1/J·'> 11ori,, so111rhc>1v, 
11,·r cmi live mu/ die 
together, you mu/ T, 
living n7,mly as o ne. 
till Corf•~ ,vork ,villi us 
i-~ tntllf done. A 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are S3.00 for 3 lines fO( 3 months. 

Furniture, ~nces, Household goods, Records, 
Anliques, Toy trains and olhef goo<ies • Booghl ard 
Sold • Beth Marshall: 610-259-4945 • Leave a message 
Mi casa es su casa. Need a place to change before the 
RenaissanceGPCmeemg?Theperfectlocationawaits 
you. just off Exit33,Rte. 76. Call CDTIJ?S 215-878-3383 
Looking 101 amateur aossdressers wi1h interes1 in 
modeling. Please send letter of introducoon along with 
photo t>: Christy Cage, 4807 Cedar Ave., Suite 3F, 
Phladelphia, PA 19143 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessarily 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Ad. (At. 9), Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 



BF FAQ ... 
Buttc rF ly Image 
[TC r,'ril-'nclly] 
PhOllt': 1-607-865-4624 
(i\o.: J-607-86.5-4624 
Address: n o 3 Box 401 D 
\ \"alton, NY 138.56 On: P.O. Box 
326, Sidney, Y 13838 
I lours: By Appointrn<'nt 
Email: iiimagc@magnum.\\1)e.com, 
Web: http://www.wpc.com/-brt1 
welcome.html 
Product Linc: Breast forms. Bras, 
and accessories. Manufacturer lines: 

Active, Amocna (both attachable and 
non}, Camp, Oiscrene (both attachable 
and non), Nearly Mc. 

Notes: Forms bought in pairs spe­
cially priced. Mail orders accepted. 
Product brochures arc $2.00 to cover 
S&J l. All inquires kept confidential. 

D e lana's Specialty Me rchandise 
[TC F riendly] 
Address: P.O. Box 50091 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 
Email:7364 I .2046@comp11serve.com 

\ Veb: http://al.com/<lsm/gen<ler.html 
Product Linc: Symmetric teardrop 

solid back, unweighted mastectomy 
pads (latex foam, washable tricot 
cover.) Thin shelled pads. Si;1,e&Pricc: 
XS, S, M, L: 25.99$US each (mastec­
tomy pads) 

Dr. Leonarcls Health Care Cata log 
Phone: 1-718-768-0010 
Address: 74-20th Street, 
Brooklyn Y 11232 
Product Line: "Silicone Comfort": 

Symmetric teardrop silicone form, 2 
Yr. warranty. Cup sizes A-D. l60$US 
<>ach or 2/290SUS. "Contessa": Liguid 
gel symmetric teardrop form. Cup 
sizes A-D 60SUS each or 2/l 10$US 
Also carries foam pads, thin shelled 
forms and 111astcctomy bras. 

otes: One pNson reported great 
dissatisfaction with the customer st>r­
vice of this (·ornpan~ 

Fantasie s in Lace 
[TC Friendly] 
Phont': 1-305-551 -~--l I 2 
Address: PO Box I 0027~). rt. Lau­

dmble. FL 333 IO 
\\'ch: http://www.abmall.com/fiV 

fil.l,tml 
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Product Lint': "Brt•,ist Pad" (latC'x 
ruhlwr) One si1<·. 6.HSS/PH. ··co111fort 
Bn•,1sts" (silicone' S) 111111rtrk tt·ardrop) 
Bra si1.e 30-S0. 32.5$/PH. (Also in 
"Larg<'r projection" si1l'. 375$/PR) 
"BrC'ast Form .. (Asy111111etric Triangk• 
silkone form. pr<'- shapPd nipples), 
Bra size 30-50, 199.95$ each or 
349.95$/PR. ''\\'eightcd Form .. 
(roam) 8 and C cup only, beige color 
45$/PR 

Feminine Image 
312 Crosstown D r., Stc. I 6S 
Peachtree City, GA 30269 
Product Linc: (Still waiting for 

their catalog) 
Fre de ricks o f Ho llywood 
Phone: l -800-323-9525 (24/i - call 

for free catalog) 
Address: 6608 ll ollywood Blvd. 

P.O. Box 229 
llollywood, CA 90078-0229 
Product Linc: (a wide range of bras 

and lingerie also available)"Silicone 
Breasts" (silicone symmc-tric teardrop) 
239$/Pr. Bra Size: A Cup: 32, 34, 36 
B,C.D Cups: 34, 36, 38 ''Push Up En­
hancers" (thi1Hhellccl silicone; used to 
increase cup size by one full size) 88$/ 
Pr. Bra Si;1,e: (size indicates original/ 
target cup size) ANA, NB, 8/C, CID 

H.F.I.S. forms 
(Beverley, A.k.a Ben) 
[TC Friendly] 
Phone: 1-310-450-87 40 
Address: Box 762 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 
Product Line: Makes her own. 

Size&Price: B: 84.95$US + 7.45 ship­
ping C: 89.95SUS + 7.45 shipping, D: 
94.95SUS + 8.25 shipping, D D: 
99.95$US + 9.50 shipping, (Plus Cali­
fornia sales tax if appropriate) 

JC Penney Catalog 
Phone: l-800-222-616 1 
Addrc-ss: P.O. Box 2056. 
Milwaukee, \\' I. 53210-2056 
Product Linc: Call and ask for the 

Jodee Catalog[TA 009-0cl23 A] (this is 
not a JC Penney Catalog.) This is th<' 
full line of Jodee lmmd fonns and ac­
(·c'ssorics. The info is valid onlv in tlw 
U.S. 

Mystique Intimate<; 
Phone: Unkno\\ n 
Addr<'ss: :'\ .\ \'. 36th St r<'et 
\'irginia Carclt'ns. FL 33166 
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Produc·t I ,11w: lJ11kno\\11 
Take A Walk On T he Wild,;idc 
[TC Fri<'ndl~] 
Phan<": I -cl 16-921-61 I :2 
Aclclr<>ss: In I C<"rrard St rc!'I East 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada 1'15A :2E➔ 
I lours: Sun. Mon: CLOSED Tu<"-

Fri IOA~I - 7P1'1 Sat IOA;\I - 11 P\I 
Email: info@\vildsidc.or~ 
\\'eb: http://www.wildsidt>.org 
Product Linc: Airway Ultra 

T<'ardrop(style no. 1850, assynlC'lrical): 
cl00$/pr (price is Canadian$, tax e,­
<>mpt, 2 yr. guarantee) Sizes: 4-11 
(approx. :36A through a 4400 ) Notes: 
This is a boutique in Toronto that ca­
ters exclusively to the TC (·om mun it)'. 

Tanya Brown's Prosthesis 
Emporium(TP Brown) 

[TC Friendly] 
Phone: one listed 
Address: P.O. Box 257 
\\'incisor, O il 44099 
Product Line: Simone \\' l9(foam): 

32$/PR early 1'1e 111: 405$/PR 1utn­
ral Touch Classic: 390$/PR 

Natural Touc:h(symmetric teardrop 
and hcartshapc):367$/PR 
Traditional(symmetrk teardrop and 
h<>a11:shape):29➔S/PR So Soft: 285$/PR 
Casual: 90$/PR Attachable ipples: 
19.50$/PR Almost U teardrop silicone 
form: 215$/P R otes: Catalog!news­
lctt<'r available for S I. [This may be in­
correct, l wrote asking for one and it 
was sent free. The newsletter is a , crv 
good resource on its own about brcn;t 
forms and I reccommcnd it for that 
alone.] Tanya is a member ofTri-Ess. 

Please send any comments, ideas or 
C'orreclions to bloo@eskimo.com 

Please Note: 

The contents of this newsletter 

are copyrighted. If you want to 
reprint an article you see here, 

please contact the editor for 

permission. Most likely, we'll 

say "Yes" but you do have to 

ask us first. 
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The Little Mac That Could 
Older CPUs Can Still Surf The Web 

by Ala,-y<mn Kirk/mu/ 
Aftc-r )<'nrs of Ix-in~ i11ti111idat<-cl b~ 

co111put<•rs and their ownC'rs, I '1nally 
got my first pNsonal compnt<'r. A ten 
)'<'ilr old ~lacPl11s w:\S silting asl<'c·p in 
Lynn \\'alkcr's t1partm<'nt. Once the 
pricl<' of Appl<' Comp11t<'r (One whole 
~lb of RA 1), it now draws looks :md 
sounds of contempt. Lynn explained to 
in<' that th<' "Plus" is the "community 
comput<'r," pass<'<l along to ne<'dy g<'n­
ckr folk . B<'ing 11n<'mployed, I cer­
tainly am needy. 

The components sat on the kitchen 
table. The wife and I looked at the 
sleeping M:lc with a mi.xturc of appre­
hension :ind puzzlement. A beige box 
with a 9 inch screen-you call this :1 

computer? So began my learning 
curve. This Mac is the "junker car" I 
never rebuilt in my teenage years. Cu­
riously, Apple Computer a!Tectionately 
r<'fors to the Plus ::1s their "Model T." 
Just like the car, it was made in gre:lt 
qunntity and they run almost forever. 

Since I was a genuine dummy about 
computers, I started by reading 
Moci11tosh for Dummies. T his book 
opened my <'yes to the present real­
ity-I had neither instruction manuals 
nor software disks. Both are usuttlly in­
duded when you buy a new ri. tac. 
llowever. this M.1c had an external 
lrnrd drive which cont:\ined meager 
~ystcm software. Life was possible yet. 

I am indebted to our own 
Cyberqueen for helping me take my 
first tiny little cybersteps. Upgrades 
wNe needed bc>fore going online. 
("Upgrade" is a high tech synonym for 
"money.") A memory upgrade (4 Mb). 
$200) and software upgrad<' (Syste m 
7.1 . S25) were installed. ·ext ste[>'­
find a cornpalible modem. Today the 
task is trivial. but six months ago. it 
seemed as insurmountable as finding 
the lloly Crail. Do not skimp on the· 
111oclcm purchasC'-huy a complete 
paekag<': software. manual. high speed. 
and fax ability. Also. once Ilic onlinc 
bug bitc•s you, a dedicated phone lint' 
is worth the money. 

Then the b1~ lby arriwd. linw to go 
onlinr. I calk·cl 11p my only wrsion of 
AOL. from my hard drive. After manv 
foikcl attempts, I was compdled to call 
AOL tech service. \\'hr n I clesc-ribecl 
my newly 11pgrndccl system to him, he 
said I had 110 business trying to log on, 
that AOL doesn't support older Mac 
models. F inally he did relent and fur­
nished me with the modem string I 
needed. Mo.ny AOL users may appre­
ciate why I rdc-r to AOL as "Aggrava­
tion On Linc." 

ewbies can cut their teeth on 
these pop11l11r online services as there 
is very lit tle thinking involved. Every­
thing you need is presented to you as a 
mpnu and it's all only one click away! 
But, you pay by the hour to be pam­
pered and entertained! FulJ service In­
ternet providers (now thousands of 
them!) function in the background. 
For a Oat monthly charge you have un­
limited access to the Wired World. 

\Vithin one month's time, I was 
logged on to both AOL and Compu­
serve-an achievement, considering I 
could not use the 0ood of software 
0oppies & CD-ROM disks available. 
T he Catch-22 rule holds well in 
cyberspace-If you can get on the In­
tc>rnet, you can download tons of soft­
war<'. But 11rst you must hav<' the mini­
mum basics to get there. 

Minimnm Hardware Re­
quirements: Mac or IBM 

A CPU with at least 4Mb RAM 
(8Mb preferred). 

11ard Drive. either inte mal or cxtrr­
nal for software storage. 

l ligh density 3.5 inch 0oppy drive 
( 1.44 Mb dri"e). 

Keyboard. mouse. monitor (B&\\' 
fine, Color-better). 

~lod('m: 14 ,400 bits/sec at lc-:L~t 
(S I 00 ll<'W). 28.800 is better. 

Microprocessor: Mac Plus (68000 
or bc-tter) IBM: 386 or brttc-r (286 & 
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I 1.D sl1011ld worl..l. 

System With Luxudcs: 

Color \lonitor (2.5fi t·olor~ 111i11.) 
1\ printt·r. 
f(j~ l b or 111or<' of ll \~I 
Fustc-r C PU (PowerPC, P<'11tin111). 
Endkss Stomgr-Hnnovablc-

drivrs (lome~:\, Syq111•st). 

Cost: 

Srstem: ~linimum features: $500. 
Srstem: Luxul) features: $750/$1000 
System: New & awesome: $1500/$4000. 
As you can see. you can have some 

"luxury" features for just a few dollars 
more. Actually these features are very 
standard on mnny computers. but if 
you do not have them-they appenr to 
be "luxuries." 

Getting Started: 

Becoming <:omputer literate requires 
time, some money and n c.-ommitte<l ef­
fort to leuming. After you buy your com­
puter system, you will most likely ac­
quire "cyber-euphorin" which will rob 
you of sleep and human inter..1ction. But 
having the system is the best reason for 
flnding out ,.,,,hat it can do. Bec-ome a 
"sponge." Soak up <'verything about 
your computer's capabilities. 

Some Sources of Information: 

Computer bookstores. 
Discount bookstores: Used oom-

puters go with used books. 
Computer trade maga:,.ines. 
Computer dealers & repair shops. 
Computer user groups. 
Locate your local Cybcrqueen or 

Cybe11>rincess. 
Contact me either online 

<- @philly.infl.net> or hy 
snail mail cure of Renaissance. 

Summary: 

This article was written to illustrat<' 
th<" inexpensive option of buying usc-d 
romputc>r systems to reach thr lnl t'r­
nct for less than $500. The system I 
put together from she('T nc·cessity is ac­
tually working bC'low my stat<•d mini­
mums. It can be done. 
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Dear Doctor 
Dr. William R Stm;to11 answers IJOllr questions in a mo11thl1j column. 

Send questiom to PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020 

Dear Dr. 6ill, 

I am a male to female traneeexual and 
I am preparing to 17egin my tran,ition. My 

wife ha, etood by me through the trying 

t imee of eelf diecovery and exploration I 
have gone through. Now that I have de­

cided to traneition we are faced with one 
more que&t ion. Will we have to get di­

vorced? She i& willing to &tay my epouee 
(the word we will uee in&tead of "hue-
17and" or "wife") and I want her to con­

t inue to have all the legal 17enefite avail­
al71e to any other epouee. What can you 
tell ue concerning the neceeeity of a di­
vorce? 

Judith 
Denr Judith, 
You bring up a very important and 

timely issue that others have also 
struggled with. \\'hilc I am not n la"ycr 
and cannot give legal advise, I would 
like to pose a series of questions that 
)Oll will need to get clariflcation on 
within your own legal jurisdiction. It 
may be costly to scc a lawyrr, but in the 
long run it will be well worth it. Laws 
arc different in different stntes, but thry nrc 
often very precise nnd technical. 

First, if you go for a legal name 
change, how will that affect )Our 
spouse's legal stnlus regarding your 
marriage and spousal benefits? 

Second, when you apply for a legal 
change of gender on all your legal docu­
ments, how ,,; II this afTect your 
l>pous(''s l>tatus r('garding beneflts? 
Third, if you are still 1narriecl" hen you 
have genital reassigmn('nt surgery, will 
)Our spouse have to sign documents re-­
leasing the surgeon from any future li­
ability from her. 

Fou1-th, what arc the- insurance law:, 
of your state that could affcct her spou­
sal rights and benefits? 

Pifth, how arc your rights and bcn­
eflts affected if anything happens to 
your spouse? 

Sixth, what arc the lrgal rnmiflc,\­
tions if you or )Our spouse decide lo 
end your marriage following reassign­
ment surgery? \Vhnt happens ifit is not 
a mutually agreeable divorce? 

There ure probably othcr questions 
that I have not thought about, so it is 
important that you look at all the conse­
qucnces of not divorcing, but going for 
reassignment surgery. Both you and 
your spouse need protection from the 
lcgal complications of your situation. 

Dear Dr. Bill, 

Ae a croe&dreeeer one of my greate&t 
thrill& ie to 17e addreeeed ae "mlee", or, 

when out with a female companion, hear 

a maitre de eay, "Thie way ladiee" as he 
lead11 u5 to our ta171e, It e;eeme; to me 

that lately I have 17een hearing the lovely 
thing& I like to hear more often. I gue55 

the question I have ie;, am I hearing t hl& 

more often 17ecause of my greater skill5 

at pa55ing, or are the people I deal with 

in pul71ic 17ecoming more aware and toler­

ant of tranegenc:lered people? 

Elaine 

Dear Elaine, 
Tht· answer to your question is prob­

ably uboth" arc true. The more- profl­
cient you become in crossclrcs~ing, tl1l' 
more likelihood yon "ill be· able· to p,L~l> 

in public. I also lwlicvc- that tlw more 
c-xperienc1· )OU liaH' in public, 1l1e 
rnorr confidc·nce you build in yoursc·lf 
and this can also b(' a factor in passing. 
A lot of people are "read" because of 
their insecurity and dcmcanor, not bc·­
cause thcy arc not passablr. l also be­
lieve that in many ureas, ('Specially big 
cities, there is more- tolerance of differ­
enccs. Onc of thc bencflts of media 
publicity, Lalk 5hows and movies that 
explore the· lrnnsgencler phenomcnon. 
is that the public is more tolcmnt of the 
behavior, especially if the stories ha"e 
been scnsiti\'e, educational and full of 
positi\'e human <?motion. I think one 
still needs to be vcry careful, howcvcr, 
when in small<.'r towns and conser-vativc 
ureas of the country. Thcr<.' is also a lot 
of hostility and intolerance out A,_ 
there in our world. ~ 

TELEPHONE (215) 547-9417 11 Theseus Counseling 
Services 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, PH.D. 
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST 

OFFICE HOURS 
BY APPOINTMENT 

BUCKS MEDICAL CENTER 
SUITE 12 

1723 WOODBOUR E ROAD 
LEVITTOWN, PA 19057 
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IJEJ!JE/JlfJL&ID 

ARI KANE, M.ED. 
GENDER SPECIALIST 

OIPLOMATE, AM. BO. SEXOLOGY 

B2il~ 
BDSIJJtl A8EA 

126 WESTERN AVE. # 222 44 PEARL ST. 

AUGUSTA, ME 04330 CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 

201-Ql-{)858 617-868-3157 

Mc/VISA ACCEPTED 
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m,,~,,,d,QQK ~QQ~m•bUou,loip, of 
: ( Mnki11g f/hforyfrom Joan of dass. nationalil), race, and ~r:1.1mlil)." 
~ 1\ rc lo lfol'a11l, by L<'slic FC'inberg is quite C'loquc-11t ,m<l c·vcn 

FC'inberg (hardbound. 212 
pages) Boston, f\ lassachusetts: Beacon 
Press, 1996. Revie1ced by Ms. Lee 
Etscouitz, Ed.D., Renaissance National 
Librarian. 

Leslie Feinbcrg's Trn11sgender 
Warriors is a serious voice of passion 
speaking logically to both the lransgen­
cl,·r community and the public at large. 
lkr book passionately proclaims the 
right or ,1II people everywhere "to dc-
fi ne, determine, or change their sex in 
any way they choose - whether female, 
male, or any point on the spectrum be­
tween. And that includes the right to 
physical ambiguity and contradiction." 
She goes on to say: "My goal in this 
book is to fashion history, politics, and 
theory into a stccly weapon with which 
to defc-nd a vc-ry oppressed segment of 
thc population." Feinberg is thus both 
a writer and an activist in the cause of 
overcoming transgendcr oppression. 

As a writer, Feinberg builds a logi­
cal case for the above proclamation out 
or her extensive and fascinating histori­
cal rcsc-nrch. But as she herself points 
out, "Transgender \ Vnrriors is not an 
c-xhaustivc trans history, or even the 
history of the rise and clcvclopmcnt of 
the modern trans movement. lnstcad, 
it is n frc-sh look at sex and gender in 

inspiring in the fu11hcr darif1cation of 
her overall purpose both ns a" ritt·r 
.rnd as an activist: 

"Today, a great deal of"grnder 
theory" is abstracted from human ex­
perience. But if theory is not the crys­
talli~ed resin or experience, it ceases to 
be a guide to action. l offer history, 
politics, and theory that live and 
breathe because they are rooted in the 
experience of real people who fought 
flesh-and-blood battles for freedom. 
And my work is not solely devoted to 
chronicling the past, but is a compo­
nent of my organi;,.ing to help shape 
the future. 

This is the heart of my life's work. 
\\'hen I clenched my fists and shouted 
bnck at slurs aimed to strip me or my 
humanity, this was the certainty be­
hind 111)' anger. When I sputtered in 
pain at well-meaning individuals who 
told me, ' I just don't get what you arc?' 
- this is what J meant. Today, Tmri~­
gcndcr \Vorrio~ is my answer. This is 
the <.-ore of my pride.'' 

It is the passionate yet logical use of 
history, therefore, which rivets the 
reader's attention throughout the 
book. The author covers much histori­
cal ground to clarify and to support the 
contemporary struggle against trans-

g<>ncl<'r oppression. ShC' lw~ins with 
her own 1wrsonal struggle as a masc-11-
linr female who disc.·m·crs in tll<' stud, 
of history the• roots oflwr m,11 ~enclr~ 
clifficullies as wdl as tll<' roots ul trans­
~c·11cl<-r oppn·ssion in ~<·1wral. Fdn­
lx·rK shows thP n·ack-r t·,idc·11c1·. bot Ii 
prcl1i:.toric aml historic·. for trans~<·11-
clc:r<'cl lJC'havior, such as among nali,·1· 
Americans and in Joan of Arc and Hu­
Paul. Slic then ~hows tlir dc,C'lopnt<'11l 
of transgcndrr i11tolcra11cc, bigot I) , 

and oppression as part of the chang<' 
from matriarchal Lo patriarchal soc:ict}, 
the rise of ruling classes, and the c•mcr­
gence of Christianity. \Ve are next 
given the history or effort Oil tl1e part 
of activists - transgender warriors - to 
combat injustices against the transgcn­
dt·r community, such as the Stonewall 
Rebellion in New York City on June 
28, 1969. She also shows the close con­
nection between the struggle of 
women and the st niggle or the trans­
gendered for greater sclr-e>.pression. It 
is in tem1s of this historical perspective 
as a whole that Fc-inbcrg secs the basis 
for making history, that is, for bringing 
obout social change in the direction of 
greater freedom for the transgcnclcred 
tmd for all the oppressed. T should acid 
the book is well illustrated throughout, 
with a separate section devoted to even 
more pictures or contemporary trans­
gender warriors. Each picture is clari­
fied with n commentary. Ovcrnll, 1 find 
Trtmsgcnder Warriors to be tmly edu­
cational nnd even inspiring. T am bet­
ter for having read it. 

(This book i.~ oonilable i11 tlic A.._ 
Rc1111i.i,;m1cc Book.rtorc nt ~ 
CPC 111ccti11gs.) 

~ g 
V,I (IU{//f/// :Y Be the "oman of your dreams, from 

the woman who make~ you r drea m~ 
come true! Join me for a private. CA· 
olic and e,:clusi"c makeover in a warm 
and unden;landing atmo,;phere. This 
is a non-seAunl scn·icc and no'l-iccs arc 
welcome. Call (215) 830-8373 for a 
f rec consultation 
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Letters 
to the 
Editor 

An Offer JoAnn Can't Refuse ... 
Dear Me. Roberts, 
I am relatively new to the community. I 

have been aseoclated with the Boulton 
and Park Society since 1991 and have at­
tended five T exae T Party convention6. I 
read "Renaleeanu" and a number of 
other community newsletters from 
acrose the United Statee and I can not 
underetand what It le you have against 
the 'T" Party or the Phillipe. 

I work with the Phllllp6 two to three 
daye a week several months prior to the 
T and I am In charge of the Tag Sale. If 
In fact the Phllllps were only making, let's 
eay $20,000 on the high side per gender 
event, I am eurprieed they work 60 cheap. 
I doubt you can find anyone to work euch 
a thankless Job for ao little money. Two 
people working 40 hours a week for 50 
weeks a year comes to $5.00 an hour. 
There 16 no t,enefits or insurance, reim­
t,ul'6ement for wear and tear on the of­
fice equipment or your vehicle. Now if you 
deduct from the $20,000 the capital re­
quired for next year's event, the grants 
to various Individuals the Boulton and 
Parle Society makee each year, plus tele­
phone, stamps and printing expeneee, 
and I am eure I left something out that 
11ringe the $5.00 and hour the Phlllips's 
are working for to even lees. 

The Texas T Party is the least expen-
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61ve of any gender event around and the 
only event that gives a price break to 
couples. Also Cynthia works with the ho­
tel to get the least expensive room rates 
available plus this year a very nice break· 
fast was included in the room rate. As 
far ae I know, the "T' Party is the only 
gender event that gives complimentary 
registration and meals to Virginia Prince. 

Would you please come to the 9th An­
nual Texas "T' Party which again will be 
held In Dallas from March 11 to March 16. 
Then if you find something wrong with 
what we do, you can write about it first 
hand and not get second hand informa­
tion from your news network. If you will 
come to the "T' I would like to treat you to 

the Wednesday night dinner on the town 
as we herd into the 1,us en femme and en 
ma6se. Who can resist a free dinner! 

Yes, Cynthia and Linda Phillips were 
ready to quit because they were tired. We 
are hoping that word of mouth and the 
Internet will do more work for us this 
year. We personally talk to 751. of the at­
tendees at least twice 1,efore the "T' 
even starts. There are a lot of scared 
crossdreasers out there that need reas­
surance. They do not trust themeelvea 
and they certainly do not trust us. There 
is a lot more to putting on a gender 
event than lining up a hotel and arrang­
ing meals. 

Please come to the next "T' and eee 
where the money goe6. 

Sincerely, Bonnie 8 

Dear Bonnie. 
\\'ho can resist a free dinner? l can. 

rm on a diet. All orthl' things you claim 
the Phillips do to make the .. T .. a great 
c>vcnt are done by every organi;,.ation 

amVor pc-rson who pnts 011 an <'' <·nt. 
I l ow1·,·c>r, my point was tlw 'i'" is pn•­
s<•ntrcl to tlw <:ommunih- as an 1·,·<•nl 
sponsort•cl b) a not-for-p~ofit orga11i1a­
tion 1d1ich it is not. I think tlH' 'T" b a 
grC'at <>1·e11t and r<'comme1l<I it to man) 
propl<' C'ad1 )Nr. 13111. pl<•,tsr, do11·1 
pr<·tend it's run on altruism. 

Dear Eda, or Edwina6, 
Congratulations on you're being on­

line! However, I regret I won't be reque6t­
ing (ordering or downloading anything 
from "ren." The reaeon i5 that on my 
server my email address is always fol­
lowed conepicuosly by my rnale name in 
parenthesee. It's a etandard rule. Mine 
is a non-commercial server. I suspect 
there are a lot of others out there ( out 
here?) who are In the same poeltion. 

Love, Stella -

Dear Stella, 
I have to point out three things: ( I ) 

I t's totally up to rou what appears nftC'r 
your email address when you send 
somronc- a message. (2) Your nam<' 
only appears in or1tgoi11g messagc>s. lf 
you give som<'onc> your <'mail address 
through snail mnil or on a cocktail n,1p­
kin, lhey won't !cam your male nam<.'b) 
s<.'nding you m<.'ssages, unless you rcpl)'· 
(3) \\'(' would never under any cir­
cumstances reveal any information 
about any or our subs<:rilwrs-for <'i­
thN th<' print or <'mail rdilions. So, if 
you or anron<' els<' would likr the 
convienien<:<" or g<'tt ing the text vcrsion 
of Neu;.~ & Views in their <.'mail box 
have no fears concerning security. 
"·c·re on your sidc-. 

" ... Electrolysis. I've been through it. 
I can help you through it." TDr. A. S. Nubel 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chesler, Pa. 19013 610•872•2091 
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Psychotherapist 
Spcciali1cd in Treatment 

of Gender Identity Disorders (TVfTS) 
Individuals 

Marriage & Family 
Groups 

683 Donald Dr. 1
, 

Bridgewaler, NJ 08870 
(908) 722-9884 

Fax (908) 722-0666 

Insurance A ccepted 
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Transgraph Enterprises 
.1ilte l/11:ilillJ 

/!,l1-v3etle ,, 

Boutique 
Lingerie from 

Small to Queen 4X 

Bras: 32 to 52H 

137 MacDade Boulevard 
Folsom, PA 

19033 
610.532.4372 

(CCNfflNUll'M. U.a. -YI 

from America Online 
#In li fe there are no guarantees, but without trying there are only regrets." 

"Let this gg take you from debutante to goddess and beyo nd." 

Consulting 
Wardrobe Specialist 
Olamour Application 

feminine Comportment 

SERVICES 
~holography 

Salon a la carte 
- l'lonlcurtng, sculpting, wnps, kapplng at gels 

- l"edicurc. thcrapcuUc foot massage 

Wig Selection and Maintenance 
- l"eaturiog the 3 minute naU drying system 

- full fpllaUon. organic « convenUonal 

Lynda K. Krupa 
Transformation Expert 

Phone: 215-878-3383 
Cdtips@AOL.com '11 

Call now for your free initial consultation. t l 
All inquiries stricUy confidential. _ £~ d~~ 

~upportlng M~mber_or Renaissance & Tri•Es;s ~/~ ~;:_, -

~ '--=~·, fl>,.rc1•,•lto" • /.\' ,l'fll'<'tl ~ 

)9 



/'.'la)'4, 1996 proved to be an his­
toric elate in the Gnrden State, the date 
Lhat three New Jersey "Gender 
Groups," Renaissance affiliate MOTG, 
Chi Delta /'. lu Tri-Ess, and Sigma Nu 
Rho Tri- Ess work<.>d Logether to pro­
duce a stellar evening or entertain­
ment, dinner, dancing, and informal 
social discourse. From the oversized 
Presidential Suite at the luxury Clarion 
1 lotel and Towers, which served as a 
hospilality suite and changing area be­
fore and after dinner, to the friendly 
and professional hotel staIT, thr stage 
was set for this remarkable evening. 

II was a celebration for the entire 
gender community," here husband 
and wife could dance together, freely 
express themselves, meet and ex­
change discourse with "drag queens," 
transse:mals, hermaphrodites, as well 
as admirers, both male and female. \Ve 
even had a first time "public" cross­
dresser who thanked us and others for 
making that "giant step" so easy. La­
lx-1s? Who cared! 

The V('gctable cn,ditc was adequate 
during the cocktail hour, as well as the 

Dermatologist ... 
twke <laily. It prolmbly works by nn 
anti-androgc•n effect that t11n1s down 
oil production and thr production or 
frC'e folty ncids in th<' follicle'. This pre­
sc·ription medication sl1ould dc•f'initcly 
be monitored by ,1 derniatologist, bc­
c·aust" it can lower tlw blood pressure 
and c,\US(' ac.-cum11latio11 of potassium, 
among other side rffC'cts. 

Yo11 .1rc' doing wdl to use tlw Bur-
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Dining \Vitia Babs 

Starshine Over New Jersey: Prom Night 
by Ca,·ol and Bab., 

salad that comprisC'd thr first course. 
The quality and portion size or the ten­
der Chicken Fran~aise with stcanwd 
"egetables over wild rice was a pleas­
ant surprise, as was thC' nexibility of 
the kitchen staff to accomoclatC' some 
or the guests who rC'questC'd special 
diet dishes-without prior notice.-. Our 
onJy complaint was the busboy kept 
taking our drinks away before we fin­
ished them! Voicing our complaint to 
the bartender resulted in frC'c replace­
ments! Dessert was a very tempting 
mocha cheesecake with a chocolate 
crust that taxed our will power ... it also 
taxed Bab's waist cincher! 

Music ... Music ... Music! Through­
out the evening W<' danced to <.'Ontinu­
ous music provided b)' DJ Karen 
Ward, who, whenever possible, filled 
our requests. Slow songs, Lindys, latin 
rhythms, a little disco, and ycs, the 
Electric Slide too! Something for ev­
er)'one to e njoy! Toward the end there 
were a lot or tired, but happy stock­
inged feet ... everyone seem<."cl to 
dance ... no wallflowers! 

The highlight of the evening was 
provided by our special entertainer, 
the reigning " Miss Drag New York 
City," the beautiful and talented song­
bird, Miss Victoria \Vcston. Impecca­
bly attired in a classically inspire<! 
white gown with gold bars and trim 011 

the bodice to tastf'fully, yet strongly, 
suggest clecolletage, she made a stun­
ning presence in her "bob" st),led 
blonde wig. A sight suggesting the best 

Puf. This r<'movrs c-xcess oil and skin 
cells that caus<' obstruction or the fol­
licles. A salic)lic acid cleanser suc:h as 
Sal-Ac is useful with thC' Buf-Puf. 

In treating acne-, tl1c' dermatologist 
has access to an increasing n11mber of 
hrneficial products. On<' of my favorite 
rC'girnens is Bcnza111yd11 with RC'tin-A. 
For patients with more sensitive skin, 
thr erythromydn oi11t11,c,nt, Akne­
mycin, or topk-al clindamycin (Cleocin­
T) solution art' C'ffC'ctivC'. S11lfacet-R is a 
dryi11~ lotion with a t·oloring agvnt that 
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of 1'1arilyn, I .:ma ancl \ '('ronita I .ake! 
Then she• IJ('gan to sing! \\'c> blinked 
and tl1cre was Judy Garland. th<'n 
Helen O'Connell and Benm 
Goodman·s hand ... a littk- e:~untry" 11h 
Pats)' Cline. The auclic'nce was lnms­
fixc•cl as this rniclwC'stern .. ~al .. gave us .1 

glimpse or her unique ba('kro1111d. \\'<• 
all enjoyed and related to her original 
lyrics and props used in lwr "junk 
food" song. ller finale\ an intcrvrcta­
tion or Judy Garhncl's Rork-a-Bye 
four Baby brought a spontanocus 
standing ovation from 1hc audience' ... 
as well as for her encore. \Vind Be­
near I, My \Vings 011tst:mding! \\'c've 
SC't'll Victoria pt>rfonn se,cral tilm•s in 
NYC over the past few y<.>ars and she 
gets bt>ttl'r nnd bettc·r.. for bo1 h her 
stage presence and song, she gave her 
best to New Jersey! 

In a novel, yet enthusiastieall) re­
ceived twist, the Prom QuC'en was Sl'· 

lec:tt>d by an unbiased ranlt'. 1'1arcia 
was given a large bo119uc·t of rose!>, a 
cash pri:1.c, and bt'camc the object or 
au anny of .. envious" photographers. 
She looked "mahvdous!'' For all of 
thosr g111?sts wl10 :,o wished, a profes­
sional pholographer Look snap!>hols in 
a resencd area or the ballroom. 

J Prom ite ·was c:oncC"ivc·cl by Su­
san Lynette, the newly elected Presi­
dent ofCl,i Delta ~l u. Susan not onl1 
orgimized the event, but also providt'd 
th<' love!) floral decorations as wC'II! 
The problem will b(• how to make ~ 
next year's affair even better! ~ 

can double as make-up in a pinch. It is 
crrtainly a ~oocl (and therapeutic) co,·er 
undrr makeup. Thr new topical ,v.elaic 
ac-icl (A,:t"lcx), S<'<'llls lo lw ,Is c-ffc·ctivc• 
as Retin-A without Lhe photosc'nsiti;,ing 
s,dc• <'ff<'cts. \\'atc·r-bas<' 11rnkc-11p is 
prefer.iblc• to a moistnrizin~ base•, 
.. 111oist11rc•" 11sunllr lll(':111S "oil." ~lost 
pat ic•nts with acne- luwc· too 11111d I oil al­
ready. ~l<-didm· is 111nki11g ~rc·at strides 
to 1lc-fc.at Lhis devilish disNse, 
which lrns br<'ll a dermatological. ~· 
tlisa,t<·r at so 111,111)' dances! ~ 



Greetings, girlfriends! Last month, r 
mentioned the slow, but eventual ar­
riv.,I of spring. This month , the 
wcoth<'r theme, of a sort, continues. 
\\'ith summer right around the comc-r, 
J' m SUr(' many or you arc dying to hit 
the beach, resort or pool in your best 
looking swimsuit. ff you've seen the 
pictures Angela displays in these pages 
rach February, then l'm sure it makes 
you want to shimmy into your suit and 
strut your stuff. (Oka)', Ange! I've 
plugged the Swimsuit foah1re! Do I get 
a misc?) But what if you don't have a 
suit and arc unsmc ns to what kind to 
buy? \\'di, Indies, you're in luck, 'cause 
I have loads of juicy info to share that 
will help make your decision easier. 

In late March, I was strolling 
through a local deparhnent store 
"'hich had it's swimsuit collection 
prominently displayed. While ogling 
the gorgeous suits, I noticed a pam­
phlet at the register which lists all the 
different types of swimsuits one can 
buy, along with illustrations and de­
scriptions of what they are. Crabbing 
one of these pamphlets, 1 thought this 
would make for a super cool, not to 
mention topic:J shopping column now 
that bikini season is near. While space 
prevents me from showing the illustra­
tions. I will paint as best I can a mental 
picture of what each suit looks like 
\\ hile 1 give you the lowdown on thc>m. 

First, we have- the- S11'l,licc-. a style 
with fahric gathc:>recl :wross thp hust on 
Oil(' side or tll(' waist. This draws attPn­
tion :1w:1y from 11 large bust whilf' the 
diagonal lines makes the waist look 
small£>r. The- Hancle,111 is :1 stmplc-ss suit 
ideal for sunning that works we-II for a 
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fuller busted figure. The Cummer­
bund style, where fabric is gathc-red 
dead center of the waist draws atten­
tion away from a large bust while giv­
ing the illusion of a small waistline. 
The Blouson, has a blouse like look 
which helps hide the midriff while 
ma.-<lmil'jng a small bust or minimirjng 
a large one. The Rufncd style, with 
anywhere from one to three tiers of 
ruffies, performs the same function as 
the Blouson. 

The Tanksuit, a simple, uncompli­
cated, selt' explanatory style is best for 
those of you who might actually want 
to do some swimming. The Low Rise 
Bikini doesn't cover a thing. \Vitb its 
very low cut bottom, it leaves nothing 
to hide. If you have a paunch, or a ru­
mor of one, don't even think about 
buying this type of suit, you'll just look 
silly. The other kind of two piece is the 
High Waist Bikini. The high, horizon­
tal bottom of this style is good for hid­
ing the tummy, still, it helps to h.we a 
Oat stomach to make it or the Low 
Rise effective. Next is the Skater, a 
strapless one piece style with a skirt 
like bottom covering the thighs, while 
the Tunic/Sheath-a sort or minidrPSS, 
covers both hips and thighs. 

What style you choose is up to you, 
but here :ire some facts to considc>r 
when buying a swimsuit. According to 
the pamphlet-swimsuit sizes arc dif­
ferent from dress sizes. To fig11r<- 0111 
your swimsuit size, take yo11r drc>ss si/<' 
and go up one> or two sizes. CasP in 
point: if }'OIi wpar a size 8 dress. you 
will be likely to wear a size IO or 12 
swimsuit. r-or most of us whPn it 
comes to swimsuits. tll<' midrilT and 
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\\,tistlitw an·., 11otit"l'alih· c·m1c·1·rn tli,1t 
c·,111 I)(' adclrnst'd \I 1tl1 ,1 ,111-plin·. 
blo11son or <.1111111 wrb1111d Dl'la1I ,m ,1 

top\\ ill ,tdd f11llm•~:, t<J ,1 "111.111 limt 
\1hil1· dark c·olrn,- w1·in to 1-i-n·cl1· tl111s 
c-rc·iltinE?; a sli111111i11~ effect for thm<' of 

11:, \\ itli sizable hiplim·s and tl1i~I 1s. 
\\'lwrc- to sl1op for ,1 suit? D,•p,1rt­

lll<"nt slon·s ,m· ,thnns .i good lwt lw­
c-aus<• or tll<' large :,(•it•C'liom ancl \Mi­
C'I) of :.uib. Alrnosl C'\C'I') l)V<' of s11il 
l'\'e nwntioiwcl e:au lw fo11ncl at phlc·t•:, 
lik<' Pennl'y's, ,111d Scan,, along with 
clisco1111t stores like Hoss, Filenc's 
Basement an<l l\ larshall's, just to 11a11w 

a few. But I urge you to shop now be­
fore all the best stuff is gone. And, of 
course, when it comes to shopping, 
don't be afmid to ask for hdp to make· 
a swimsuit selection. There is also a 
magazine dc-votcd to swimsuits and rc·­
latcd wear. S11:im-~llil USt\ ofTcrs ,om<' 
cxcclJent styles and various colors nt 
remarkably good priers, nothing 
higher than sixty dollars. 

Lastly, here's somrthing )'Oll might 
rind 11scf11l on your shopping excur­
sions. I know this is a tad hltc to mC'n­
tion, but every Eastc-r Sundny, it's a 
tradition for me to watch Tlw Ten 
Commr111dme,1ts. It's one of my all­
time favorite movies, ond not just for 
the cheap thrills of watd1iJ1g Chorlton 
Heston and the late, great Yul 8ryr11wr 
paraclC' around in skirts. Aftpr I fin­
ished watching it this yetlr, I wns slnic-k 
by a sudden and incredible inspiration 
that I will now share with all of you, 
my 0ock of loyal readc>rs, something I 
proudly call: Jessica Br-.mdon's Ten 
Commandments of Shopping. You'll 
find them on page> 2.4. 

Don't forget, I still need contribu­
tors for my column. Just send your 
tips, comments and opinions to me 
- @voicPnet.c.-om>. And. for 
I hose or )'OIi wlio arC' wired 
to surf the web. c-heck out 
the Hc-naiss:mc•c• honwpage 
at <W\\'\\ .rC'n.orp;>. and 
you'll st'f' yours trnl~· 
th<'rc•! In glorious color to 
hoot! \\'a\' kl'wl. l111li'? 
Till next ;11011tli. Ix' 
smart. huy smart ;tml 
look smart. I Lapp) 
Shoppin~ Sistl'rs! 
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'Trans'l/amp Puo[ications 
proutf(y presents 'l(flfina /saw :~ 

O Tales of A Sexy Vampire, Second Edition 
S The Sexy Vampire Cookbook 1·k 

1 ' Y l Each volunw ii. $20 :md d10d., full of makeup 
I I and imaw• :tlh-iw rn1 how to look. at·t. ,111d fp1•l 

j ,, '\\ your wxy h<•,t. St>nd $2 for mon· infonualmn 

I J , ahout tht'Sl' hooh and m·,, ,1ic hroc.:hun:. 
Dh<:rt'tion a,~urt'l '{ \

,, I 

.:~ i Mary Lerario, 2300 Walnut St. #40S, 

Eileen Shields Pudleiner 
Free Consultation • Free Brochure 

Dermatologist Recommended 

A.B.E. Electrolysis 
40% off your first visit 

Bethlehml, Pa. 
Allee ,town, Pa. 
Hazleton,Pa. 
Kunldetown,Pa. 

610-867-9446 
610-434-1420 
717-455-4595 
610-381-4758 

Debra's Closet 
Fashionable Consignments 

Jevv Designer Fashions 
Laymvays 
•VISA• 

• Maste rCard• 
• Discover• 
• AMEX• 

Private Evening Shopping 
by Appointment 

Hargrove Plaza 
2673 H addonfield Road 
Pennsauken, NJ 08110 

609. 486. 9636 

Transvestite? Transsexual? 
Dominant? Submissive? 

Fantasies? Fetishes? 
Too shy to meet in person? 

Cal I now to where all I ifestyles are treated in an 

intelligent, caring, creative way. Perhaps you have 

thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? Why be alone? 

Call me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counsel ing and fantasy exploration. Ms. Scarlet, 

Sweet TV Kelly and myself are avai lable to train or transform you into the glamour 

girl, or demure girl you des ire to be. 

Privacy assured. Call now for free 24 hour info: 215-602-2888. 
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;' Ask The Dermatologist 
Dear Dermatologist, 
I always seem to get little piecea of 

akin around my cuticles that peel back 
and sometimes get sore and red. I think 
they're called whangnaila?" They're annoy· 
Ing and they sure mesa up t he look of my 
nicely poliahed naila. Thia particularly 
seema to occur In the Winter. What 
causes this and how can I atop it? 

Mias Shredding 

Dear Shredding, 
1 langnails are a manifestation of dry 

skin around the nail folds. Cold dry 
winter air is definitely an aggravating 
factor. (You might also notice that your 
nail plates are more brittle in winter.) 

The worst thing you can do with a 
hangnail is peel it back. This causes a 
deeper injury to the skin, und possibly 
infection. You 11wy clip it cautiously 
with a culide scissors, being careful not 
10 br<'ttk the skin. 

There are S<'vcrnl excellent ways to 
prcvC'llt hangnails. If the skin is not bro­
k<'n, a L2 p<•rcenl lactic acid lotion 
( Lac llydrin) worn ovC'rnight under Sa­
rnn Wrap will normalize the integrity of 
the top layer. and hydrate' the skin. Bag 
Balm and Vitamin t oil nrc also effec­
tive and. unlike Lac II ydrin, available 
without a prescription. Enjoy soft, 
feminine hands, Miss Shrednomorel 

Dear Dermatologist, 
I am In my We and still find myself 

getting pimples. Sometimes, usually 
when I have a date or other social func· 
t ion, I will develop a real doozy some· 
where that all the world can see. (My chin 
line or right beside my nose are two of 
the commonest.) Nothing looke aa unhip 
as a etrapleee dress, heels and angry 
red facial lump, (It's hard to even 
camoflage them with makeup.) I wash my 
face and I uee a 6uff Puff every day. How 

can I atop these evil 

PERMANENT MAKEUP thinga? Aleo, I have 
heard it'e dangerous 
to pop a pimple. la NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS 

SL!hoenlx· 
6~nt,•, < 

'TIMELESS BEAUTY THAT NEVER ENDS" 

FREE CONSULTATION 
609-TT0-0070 

JEAN RICHAJITZ LONGMIRE, SPECIALIST 609-782-8100 

PERMANENT MAKEUP 
EYEBROWS • EYELINER • LIP LINING 

LIP FILL IN • CAMOUFLAGE 

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS 
• PERMANENT NON INVASION TECHNIQUE 
• AS EFFETIVE AS NEEDLE TECHNIQUE 
• FDA LISTED AS PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL DEVICE 

thie truef 
Kathy 

Dear Kathy. 
Your question on 

111 uni pu la ting 
pimples is onc of the 
most signil1c:mt in 
dermatology. My 
advice is simpk: 
Don't do it! Jf you 

arc scp1cc•1.ing a hard. painful .. 1111drr­
gro11nclrr:· )'Oil have• littk• to gain. Th<' 
pus is poorly org:111i1.rd, and tlw 111a­

nipulatio11 WIii c·a11~r c·w11 111on· \wc•l1-
ing and pain. You ma) have• a lot lo lose•. 
In breakmg thc· skin, )Oil may incx:ulatc' 
the am1 with Staph from yonr fingers, 
thus causing a loc·al infectio11 c·allc-d an 
ecth) nm. The center of the fnc·r is the 
worst possible area for this to happc•n. 
The bridge of the nosl' and the comers 
of tll(' mouth form the .. critical triangll' .. 
of the face. This area clrnins dircctlv 
backward into the venous sinuses of lhl' 
brain. Manipulation in this areu may 
c,1Use a retrograd<> flow of bact<'ria bad. 
into the bniin, with possibly crit1c·:1l 
consc-quences such ns blood clots or C>ll­

cephalitis. 
So what do \'Ou do with these 

1mdergrounde~s? If yo11 need a quick 
resolution, a dermatologist can inject 
the lesion with a tiny close- of corticos­
teroid. I lot c:ompr<'SS<'S may cause- th<' 
l<'sion to clniin spontnnC'o11sl~. t\ntibiot­
ics sometimes help. the most effc'<.'tiw 
being minocyclinC', tctraeydinc·. ancl 
erythromycin. Frcc1uent apphrntion of 
Bcnzan,>cin, a ~el containing t·1-:, thro­
mycin and 5% l>e111.oyl p<'roxkk·, has 
both drying and antibact1.·rial d"f1.·cts. 
both of which are lwnrfidul. 

If you frc•quently get tlll'S<' pninful 
red nodular lesions. the polas~i11111-
sparing diurrtic spiro11olactone has 
been helpful. The dose is 25 to 50mg 

c-onlinucd 011 ,,a{!.e 20 

• NO PITTING, SCARRING OR INFECTION 
• MAKEUP APPLIED IMMEDIATELY Large Selection 

CALL FOR MENU OF OTHER SERVICES 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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Rene of Paris. Henry Margu .. Eua Gabor 
and more. 

Call for appointment 
(610) 446-0799 
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Jessica's Ten Commandments of Shopping 

I 
I Thou shalt spend wisely and 

sensibly. 

II Thou shalt buy quality, not 
quantity. 

m Thou shalt buy clothing to 
match thine age. 

IV Thou shalt not scrimp when it 
comes to shoes. 

V Thou shalt save thy receipts. 

INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP COUNSELING 
ON THE PERSONAL ANO SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

OF GENDER VARIATIONS 

Lee Etscovitz, Ed.D. 
HUMAN DIMENSIONS 

PO BOX471 
Willow Grove, PA 19090 

Ans. Mach.: (215) 657-1560 
Fax: (215) 659-1331 

E-MAIL: hmdm@voicenet.com 

P K Consulting Associates 
Patricia Klein, M.S. 

Sexua1ity lssue 
Orientation • Gender Identity 

Partners • Families 

1013 Rrooi(sicle Rd 
Allentown , PA 18106 

Box 3624 
610-821-2955 

II 
VI Thou shalt not buy cosmetics 

at the drug store. 

VII Thou shalt not buy wigs 
through mail order. 

VIII Thou shalt look at all tunes 

IX 

X 
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for sales. 

Thou shalt demand good 
customer service . 

Thou shalt reme01ber: "Cash 
is queen! No matter how thou 
art dressed!" 

CREATIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

ASSOCIATES 
BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST 

Individual , Family, Marital, 
Divorce & Sexual Counseling 

Judith D. Dean 
Ed. D., M. Div., M.S. 

Suite 110 
55 Princeton-H ightsown Rd. 
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

( 609) 27 5•6556 
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Angela Gardner 
Managing Director 987 Old Eagle School Road, Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087 
Phone: 610-975-9119, Email: bensalem@cpcn.com 

Dear Renaissance Member, 

Enclosed is a research survey put out by a student at the University of North 

Carolina. The student is attempting to find answers to many of the questions 

surrounding why we are the way we are . Please take some of your time and fil l 

out the questionnaire. When you have answered everything please mail it to the 

Renaissance Office. The address is above. Please put the completed survey in 

the mail no later June 20, 1996. Don't put your name or address anywhere on 

the survey. The researcher does not want to know your identity. By having us 

mail all the completed forms to her you will be kept totally anonymous. 

Thank you for taking the time to fill out the form and as soon as the survey 

results arc released you can read all about them in Renaissance News & Views . 
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Social Influence and 

Happiness Questionnaire 
-1996-

Hilary H. Edwards, Investigator 

U niver sity of North Carolina - Charlotte 

Informed Consent Statement 
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY: 

This project is being conducted as part of the requirements for a Master of Arts degree from 
the Department of Sociology at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. H is designed 
to measure male transgender activity. Your participation is completely voluntary. You do not 
have to complete this suNey. You may skip any Question you do not wish to answer. Most 
of the questions are of a personal nature. You need to be aware that your responses are 
Iola/Iv anonvmous. they cannot be linked back to you. Do Nol put your name or other 
identifying information anywhere on this questionnaire. Remember, your answers cannot be 
linked back to you and you can choose not to answer any questions you are uncomfortable 
with. 

Thank you for your coopeiation and partidpation. 

_ This questionnaire has received approval from ..... 
the Human Subjects Commilt~e at UNC- Ir you have any questions regarding this sul\ley 
Charlotte. UNG-Charlotte is eager lo ensure thal please contact the investigator 
all research participants are treated in a fair and Hilary H. Edwards 
respectful manner. If you have any concerns or or the investigator's \hesis commil\ee chair 
questions about your treatment as a subject in Dr. Larry Lance. Professor 
this project, please contact: c/o The Department of Sociology 

David Test u NC-Charlotte 
Department of Teaching Specialties 9201 University City Boulevard 

UNG-Charlotte Charlotte, NC 28223 
Charlotte, NC 28223 



Part 1 
The following questions are for compiling a demographic background or the respondents. Please check lhe most appropriate 
answer or, when necessary, fill in the blanks as concisely as possible. Please note the word 'ACTIVITY' is used throughout this 
questionnaire. This term refers to any transgender activity in which you have ever been associated with (to include but not 
limited to): 
• fetishistic Cross-dresser - As the term is used in this questionnaire, refers lo individuals who wear female clothing only to 

achieve sexual arousal. These individuals have a very low level of conviction lo the female gender . 
• General Cross-dresser (or Transvestism)- As the term is used in this questionnaire refers to individuals who wear female 

clothing to express their 'soft' (female) side, regardless of their sexual orientation. This type of activity usually does not 
prompt saxual arousal. these individuals have some female gender conviction but predominately identify with the male 
gender. 

• Transgenderism- As the term is used in this questionnaire refers to individuals who prefer to blend their 'soft' (female) side 
and 'hard' (male) gender identities. This term is used lo identify androgynous individuals. 1hese individuals have neither 
predominately male or female gender convictions but strike a balance between the two. 

• Gender Dysphoric- As il is used here, refers to individuals with strong fem ale gender convictions but due to varying 
circumstances cannot or will not make the commitment to lifestyle changes as those who are transsexual. 

• Transsexualism - As it is used here, are those individuals who have strong female gender convictions and have made an 
extreme effort to change their lifestyle lo correspond with their domina!e gender identity. In other words these individuals hve 
life r ull time as females even if they have not had sex reassignment surgery. 

Please answer the questions based on your specific type of activity. 
1hese items may be sensitive lo some people. Your participation is TOTALL Y VOLUNTARY. 

You may choose lo discontinue participation at any point. 

Keep in mind all responses are anonymous and cannot be linked back to the respondents. 

1. Age __ _ 

3 Mantal Status: 

2. Race/Ethnic Identity: 
□African-American 

□Caucasian 

□Asian 

□Hispanic 

□Native American 
□Other (please specify) _______ _ 

□Single 4. If married number of years: _____ _ j 

Please d o not 
write in this 

are a 

-----
' 2 J • S 

(1) __ 
6 7 

(2) __ 
a 9 

□Married------ 5.lf married, does your spouse know about your 
':JOivorced activity? 

,.· (3) __ 
10 11 

6. If you answered ·yes· to item 5, 
:JW1dowed □Yes---- how did your spouse find out? 
_JQther □No 

i 
1 (4) __ 
' 12 13 

O'r'ou Told Oby accident 
~;;;;;;s;ii,m;;:;;,;;.;:;;;;;;;.;iiiiii;;.j □She deduced □Someone Else (5) __ 

a If ever married, number of times? 

9 Rehg,ous affiliation: 
:JProtestant 
:JCatholic 
:JJewish 
.JOther 
::JNone 

-----

□Other 
7. If you answered 'yes' 1o item 5, 

how did your spouse's discovery • 

14 1) 

(6) __ 
IG 17 

affect your relationship? ~ (7) __ 
□Strong Negative Affect ,a 1s 
□Moderate Negative Affect ~ 

J 
□Slight Negative Affect ~ 

(8) __ 
20 21 

□Strong Positive Affect 
□Moderate Positive Affect (9) __ 

22 ::"l 

□Slig ht Positive Affect (10) __ 
,. 25 

i O Are you dressed en femme while responding to this questionnaire? □Yes □No 



Part 1 continued ... 
11 . Occupation: ---------------------
12. Your Annual Income: 

O Less than S25, 000 
0 S25,001- 50,000 
0 $50,001- 100,000 
0 More than S 100,001 

13. Highest level of education: 
□High school diploma or less 
□Some College 
02 year degree 
04 year degree 
□Masters degree 
D Ph.D. or equivalent 
0 Other {please specify) ____________ _ 

14. What was your biological gender at birth? 
(i.e. what sex was placed on your birth certificate) 

0 Male 
0 Female 

15. At what age did you start your activity? ----------
16. What do you consider to be your gender identity? 

D Male {meaning more male than female aspects) 
0 Female (meaning more female than male aspects) 
0 Androgynous (meaning a blending of both male and female aspects) 

17 Based on your physical gender at the present time, how would you classify your sexual 
orientation? 

0 Heterosexual (meaning you are physically male/ sexually oriented towards females) 
O Heterosexual except when en femme 
D Homosexual (meaning you are physically male/ sexually oriented towards males or 

you are post operative female attracted to females) 
D Bisexual {meaning regardless of your physical gender you are sexually attracted to 

both males and females) 
Cl Asexual (meaning regardless of your physical gender you are not sexually attracted 

to males or females) 

18. Have you ever been diagnosed by a medical doctor as having a physiological ailment or 
disorder which might promote your desire to participate in your 1ransgender activity? 
(i.e a chromosomal defect or other medical finding) 

□Yes 

□No 

19 Do you have any children? 
□Yes ------► 
□No 

20. If you answered 'yes' to item 19: 
# of daughters ___ _ 
# of sons 

Please continue to Part 2 

Please do 
not write in 
this area 

(11) __ 
2$ ?7 

(12) __ 
28 :<J 

(13) __ 
30 31 

(14) __ 
32 33 

(15) __ 
3-1 )S 

(16) __ 
36 l7 

(17) __ 
36 39 

(18) __ 
4() •1 

(19) __ 
.oU 0 

(20) __ 
44 "5 



Part2 
The following questions pertain to your behavior and attitudes toward your activity. Check the most 
appropriate box or fill in the blanks when necessary. Please note the term 'ACTIVITY' refers to your specific 
type of transgender behavior. Also, remember your answers cannot be linked back to you. These items may 
be considered sensitive to some people. 

Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY. 
You may choose to discontinue participation at any point. 

Your anonymity is assured. 

21 . Have you ever 'purged' of any transgender activity? 
□ Yes l 
0 No t 

22. If you answered 'yes' to item 21, # of times you have purged? _____ _ 
23. If you answered 'yes' to item 21, at what age did you first purge? ____ _ 
24. If you answered 'yes· to item 21, what do you feel was your main reason for 

purging? _________________________ _ 

25. If you answered 'yes' to item 21, how long was the longest purge period you have 
ever experienced? _____________________ _ 

26. If you answered 'yes' to item 21, what prompted you to start your activity again? 
0 Do not know 
0 Had a strong unexplainable desire I could not ignore 
0 Personal situations changed which made it easier to participate 
0 Other (please explain) __________________ _ 

27. Do you think you will ever purge again? 
□ Yes }-
0 No 28. Please briefly explain your answer to item 27. 
0 Unsure 

29 t you could change the amount and/or type (please refer back to 'ACTIVITY' definitions 
n part 1 if necessary) of your current activity without any social conflicts would you: 

0 Keep your activity at its current amount and type 
0 Increase amount of your current activity but not change type of activity 
:J Change type of activity but not change amount of activity 
:J Change the type of activity and increase the amount of activity 

(1.e. you currently consider yourself a moderate cross-dresser but would like lo 
become transsexual) 

O Decrease the amount of your current activity but not change the type of activity 
D Decrease the amount of your activity and change the type of activity 

(i.e. you are currently a moderate cross-dresser but would like to be able to purge 
permanently) 

:J Other (please explain) 
30 If you were told of a new medication that would halt your desire for any type of 

transgender activity, would you take it? 
:J Yes O No O Unsure 

31 If It were socially acceptable would you participate in your activity full time? 
o Yes □ No 

32 Number of years you have been participating in any transgender activity? ____ _ 

Do not write in 
this area 

(21) __ 
48 .., 

~ (22) __ 
50 St 

(23) __ 
~ S3 

1 
(24) __ j S-4 55 

j (25) __ 
l 56 57 
j 

(26) __ 
1 58 ss 
J 

i (27) __ 
1 60 61 

1 
l 

(28) __ j 

j 62 5:) 

i 

(29) __ 
64 65 

(30) __ 
66 67 

(31) __ 
68 &9 

(32) __ 
70 71 



Part3 
The questions in this section ask you to think about your CURRENT transgender activity. When answering 
these questions please respond according to how you feel today regarding your transgender activity. All the 
questions in this section pertain to how you think people in certain areas of your life feel (or would feel if they 
knew) about your actjvity. Please mark the box which is most appropriate fill in the blank as concisely as 
possible when necessary. 

These items may be sensitive to some people. 
Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY. 
You may choose to discontinue at any point. 

Please remember all responses are anonymous and they cannot be linked back to you. 

33. How often do you participate in your activity currently? 
0 Daily 
D At least once a week 
0 More than twice a week 
D Less than once a month 
0 Other (please specify) __________ _ 

34 Do you participate in your activity publicly in your community? 
(Community refers to a 35 mile radius of your primary residence) 
□ Yes-----• 
0 No 

35. If you answered 'no' to item 34. please briefly explain j 
why you choose not to. 

- -------] 

36 Do you participate in your activity publicly in other cities or areas away from your 
pnmary residence? 

O Yes 
!J No 

37 What size community have you lived in the majority of the past 5 years? 
0 Less than 10.000 
0 10.001-50,000 
!J 50,001-100,000 
Cl 100,001 or more 

38 How old were you when you began your current activity? ________ _ 

39. How long was it from the time you thought about your current activity to actually 
part,c,pating in your activity? 

0 Less than 6 months 
0 6-11 months 
Cl 1-5 years 
.J 6-10 years 
CJ More 1han 10 years 

I 
< 

Do not w rite in 
this area 

(33) _ _ 
12 n 

(34) __ 
74 ;s 

(35) __ 
75 77 

(36) __ 
78 ,, 

(37) __ 
w a, 

(38) __ 
82 t3 

(39) __ 
8" a.s 



Part 3 continued ... 

of your current activity changed in the past 5 years? 

41. If you indicated a change in the amount of your 

40. Has the amount 

0 Decreased 
0 Increased 
0 Unchange 

} activity in item 40 please breifly explain how it has 

d 

42. Have you ever co 
O Yes 
0 No 

changed. 

~;;('¢¥+1:'. · ~ .~ . -

nsidered changing the type of your current activity? 

ou with the amount and type of your current activity? 43. How happy are y 
0 Not at all 
0 Slightly Ha 
0 Moderate! 
D More Hap 
D Extremely 

ppy } 44. If you responded ·not at all' or 'slightly happy' 

y Happy to item 43, please describe what it would take 

PY than Not Happy for your happiness level regarding your 

Happy activity to increase? 

a,;;,~......-..r~~~ -

45. If you expect you 
years please exp 

r happiness with your activity to change in anyway over the next 5 
lain why. 

nsgender activity do you currently participate in? 

.. 

46. What type of tra 
□ Fetishistic C 

on~, to 
ross-dresser- As lhe tenn is used in this queslionreire, refers to individuals who wear female clothing 
achieve sexual arousal. These individuals have a very la.v level of conviction to the female gender . 
s-dresser (or Transvestism) - As the term is used in this questionnaire refers to mdivlduals who 

I 

I 
! 
1 

~ 

t 

:J General Cros 
wear fem 
does no 
malege 

ale clothing to express their ·soft' (female) side, regardless of their sexuJI orientation. This type or activity usually 
I prompt sexual arousal. lhese individuals have some female gender conviclion bul predominalely 1denllfy vlith the 
nder. 
ism - As the lcnn is used in this questionnaire refers to individuals who prefer lo blend their 'soft' □ Transgender, 

(female) 
mdMdu 

:J Gender Oysp 

side and 'hard' (male) gender identities. This term is used lo identify androgynous indMduals. These 
als have neither predominately male or lemale gender convictions bul strike a balance be~en lhe two. 
horic - As it is used here. refers to indrviduals vlilh strong female gender convictions bu! due to varying 
lances cannot or will not make the commitment lo l~estyle changes as those who are transsexual. 
sm - As rt is used here, are those individuals who have strong female gender convicbons and ha'le made an 

circums 
_J I ranssexug/1 

extreme 
individu 

effort lo change their liftsty1e to correspond vrith their dominate gender identity. In other ~nJs these 
als live life full time as females even if they hiM nol had sex reassignment surgery. 

ase specify) 
s of transgender activ ity were placed on a continuum ranging from 

..J Other (pie 
4 7 If the above type 

lowest level of 
where would yo 

female gender conviction on the left to the highest level on the right, 

.J 

t.3 Has your type o 

□ Yes­

□ No 

u place yourself on the continuum? 

0 0 0 0 D 
2 3 4 5 6 

f transgendered activity ever changed? 

49. If your activity has changed, at what age did you change? 
50. How has it changed? 

Do not wme in 
this area 

(40) __ 
a6 87 

(41) __ 
u es 

(42) __ 
90 91 

(43 ) __ 
92 93 

(44) __ 
!M 95 

(45) __ 
S<) 57 

(46) __ 
96 59 

(47) __ 
,oo 101 

(48) __ 
102 103 

(49) __ 
104 105 

? (50) __ 
~ 106 107 

'i 



.... _________ P_a_r_t_3_c_o_n_t_in_u_e_d_. _· _. _________ I Do not write in _ this area 

51 . Do any family members know about your activity? 
□ Yes 

□ NO---• 
52. If you answered 'no' to item 51, 1 

do you think you will ever tel l l 
anyone in your family? ~ 

0 Yes 1 
□ No 53. Please explain your answer to item 52. J 

~ 

I 
54. How much disapproval in regards to 

'-;....,;:;::;:_,._._,,...,..::::;:m;..:::5""':.;:cw:,;;;::::,;i?;,:Cc::.:,:;;Y"¼~.w::..:u :::;::, :;;:> ::::;: • ..,._.:;::::::;....._=.---.z:;~ ...... =1:i!· ;;::;;:::;:::;:;.::, :;,.,;:;,..~ . ~ 

your activity do you feel you face (or would face if they knew) from you family regarding 
your activity? 

□ None 
□ Some 
0 Moderate 
0 Large amount 
0 Extreme 

55. How strongly is your transgender activity influenced by the pressure of social 
disapproval? 

D Not at all 
0 Slightly 
0 Moderately 
0 Strongly 
0 Very Strongly 

56. How long have you been in a support or peer group for your activity? _____ _ 
57. How important is your group in regards to your happiness with your activity? 

0 Not at all 
0 Slightly 
0 Moderately 
□ Very 

D Extremely 
58 How stifled do you feel today in regards to your activity by family and close friends? 

0 Not at all 
0 Slightly 
0 Moderately 
0 Strongly 
:J Very Strongly 

59 How stifled do you feel today in regards to your activity by the community in which you live? 
0 Not at all 
0 Slightly 
O Moderately 
0 Strongly 
0 Very Strongly 

60 How happy do you expect to be in the next 5 years in regards to your activity? 
O Not at all 
0 Slightly 
0 Moderately 
0 Strongly 
0 Very Strongly 

(51) __ 
1011 109 

(52) __ 
110 111 

(53) __ 
112 113 

(54) __ 
11• II S 

(55) __ 
116 117 

(56) __ 
118 119 

(57) _ _ 
HO 121 

(58) __ 
122 12:l 

(59) __ 
12• 12:S 

(60) __ 
126 171 



....._ _________ P_a __ r_t_3_c_o_n_t_in_u_e_d_. _· _. _________ I Do not write in _ . this area 

61. How much disapproval in regards to your activity do you feel you face (or would face if 
they knew) from your boss/co-workers regarding your activity? 

0 None 
0 Some 
0 Moderate 
0 Large amount 
0 Extreme 

62. Thinking back to when you first considered your current activity, has it made you as 
happy as you expected it would? 

o Yes 
□ No 

63. Do you feel social attitudes toward the type of activity you participate in have changed 
over the past 1 O years? } 

0 Yes. for the better _ 64. If you indicated in item 63 you believe society's l 
attitudes have changed, has this change I 
affected your decision on how you participate J 
in your activity? ..-------------1j 

0 Yes, they're worse 
0 No change 

o Yes -+- 65. If you answered 'yes· to 

66. How 'closeted' are you with your 
o No item 64. choose a 

activity? 
O Extremely closeted 
0 Very closeted 
O Moderately closeted 
0 Slightly closeted 
0 Not at all closeted 

t s 41 

67. At what point did you become comfortable with, or 
begin to like the thought of yourself having a female 
image? 

O In ear1y childhood 
0 Teen years after some experimentation with 

cross-dressing 
□ After many years of transgendered activity 
D Have not yet become comfortable with the 

mental image of myself as a female 

response which closely 
reflects how this change 
has affected your activity. 
0 Positive Influence on 

my activny 
□ Negative lnOuence on 

my activity 
D No Influence on my 

activity 

68. What type of transgender activity were you participating 
in when you became comfortable with or began to like 
the thought of yourself has having a female form? 
(see types describred in item 46 - write in answer here) 

69. At what age did you become comfortable wtth the 
thought or mental image of yourself as female? ___ _ 

70 Are you now or have you ever been a member of another transgender organization? 
:J Yes O No 

71 How often do you attend your organizational meetings? 
O Monthly O Bi-monthly □ 4 times per year O 1 time per year D Never 

(61) __ 
128 129 

(62) __ 
130 131 

(63) __ 
132 133 

(64) __ 
ll-4 llS 

(65) __ 
136 1J1 

(66) __ 
138 139 

(67) __ 
140 1'1 

(68) __ 
142 1-'J 

(69) __ 
1-1-1 1-lS 

(70) __ 
146 147 

(71 ) __ 
148 149 



Part 4 
The questions in this section ask you to think about your past transgender activity. Past 
activity refers any activity you may have participated in in the prior to today. When answering 
these questions please reflect back to when you first began participating in any transgender 
activity and respond according to how you recall feeling at that time. All questions in this 
section pertain to how you think people in certain areas of your life have felt (or would have 
felt if they had known) about your 'activity. Please mark the box which is most appropriate 
or fill in the blank as concisely as possible when necessary. 

These items may be sensetive to some people. 
Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY. 

You may choose to discontinue participation at any point. 

Please remember all responses are anonymous and they cannot be 
linked back to you. 

72. What type of transgender activity did you begin actually participating in? 
□ Fetishistic Cross-dresser- k. the tenn is used in this questionnaire. refers to individuals who v,ear remale clothing 

only lo achieve sexual arousal. These individuals hill/I! a very low level or conviclion to the female gender. 
□ General Cross-dresser (or T ransveslism) - k. the lerm is used in this questionnaire refers to individuals who 

wear female clothing to express !heir ·sort' (remale) side. regardless ol lheir sexual onentation. This type of activity usually 
does not prompt sexual arousal. these individuals have some female gender conviction but prcdominalcly identify with the 
male gender. 

□ T ransgenderism - As the term is used in this questtonnaire refers lo individuals Ylho prefer 10 blend !heir 'soft' 
(fem2le) side and 'haro (male) gender identities. This tenn 1s used lo idenlily androgynous individuals. These 
individuals have ne~her predominately male or female gender con'licLions but strike a balance between the two. 

□ Gender Oysplloric - As it is used !!ere, relers to indrviduals Ylilh strong female gender conv,ctions but due to varying 
c1rcums1ances cannot or will not make the commitment to lifestyle changes as those who are transsexual. 

□ Transsexualism - As 1t 1s used here. are those indrviduals who have strong female gender convictions and have made an 
extreme enort to change their hlesty1c to correspond with lheir dominate gender identity. In other words these 
indr..iduals live life full time as females even if they have not had sex reas3ignmcnt surgery. 

□ Other (please specify) _ ___________________ _ 

73 Please indicate any activity you feel has applied to you in the past. 
(Please mark in order of occurence 1 for first, 2 for second, 3 for third, etc.) 
□ f etisllistic Cross-dresser -
0 General Cross-dresser (or Transvestism) 
O T ransgenderism 
□ Gender Dysphoric 
□ Transsexualism 
□ Came lo like the thought of yourself as being female 
'.J Other (please specify) _ _ _ _____ _ _ _ _ _______ _ 

7 t How long was it from the time you first thought about participating in any transgender 
activrty to actually taking part in your first activity? 

Cl Less than 6 months 
CJ 6-11 months 
□ 1-5 years 
□ 6-10 years 
CJ More than 1 O years 

7 5 When you first began your activity how often did you participate? 
CJ Daily 
□ At least once a week 
'.J More than twice a week 
□ Less than once a month 
□ Other (please specify) _ _ _ _______ _ 

Do not write in 
this area 

(72) __ 
150 ISi 

(73) __ 
152 15:J 

----
156 157 

(74) _ _ 
1S9 161) 

(75} _ _ 
161 162 



Part 4 continued ... 

76. How long did it take you to go from privatepart1c1pation to public participation of your act1v1ty? 
Less than 6 months 

D 6-11 months 
0 1-5 years 
D 6-10 years 
D More than 10 years 

77. When you first began your activity how happy were you when you actually participated ,nit? 
Not at all 

□ Slightly Happy 
D Moderately 
D More happy than not happy 
D Extremely Happy 

78. When you first began your activity did you ever wish to become more exteme with the 
type if activity you were participating in? (For example. if you began by cross-dressing 
did you ever wish to become fem ale permanently?) 

0 Yes 
0 No 

79. When you first began your activity did you ever wish you could increase the amount of 
your activity to an extreme level? (Fro example, if you began by cross-dressing 
occassionaly did you ever wish you could cross-dress everyday?) 

□ Yes 
No 

BO.When you first began your activity did you participate publicly at all in your community? 
Yes 
No 

81. What size community did you live in when you first began your activity? 
0 Less than 10,000 
0 10,001-50,000 

50,001-100,000 
100,001 or more 

62 hen you first began did any family member know about your activity? 
Yes 
No 

83 How much disapproval did you feel you faced (or would have faced if they had known) 
rom your family at the time? 

None at all 
:J Slight 
_J oderate 
_J Great deal 
..J Extremely Happy 

3J Ho long from when you firs1 began your activity to when you joined a support or peer 
group? 

Less than 6 months 
0 6-11 months 
.J 1-5 years 

6-1 0 years 
..J ore than 1 0 years 

35 How does the amountof your past activity compare to the amount of your current 
a C' IVI y? 

I participate now less than when I began 
0 I participate now more than when I began 

I participate now about the same as when I began 

Do not write in 
this area 

(76) __ 
163 1$.1 

(77) __ 
16:5 l&s 

(78) __ 
167 ,;;a 

(79) __ 
16'9 IP.I 

(80) __ 
111 ,n 

(81) __ 
,n 17• 

(82) __ 
175 176 

(83) __ 
,n 11, 

(84) __ 
179 180 

(85) __ 
181 IQ 



Part 4 continued ... 

86. How stifled do you think your early activ~y was because of your family? 
□ None at all 
□ Slight 
□ Moderate 
□ Great deal 
□ Extremely Happy 

87. How stifled do you think your early activity was because of your community/ classmates 
or peers? 

0 None at all 
□ Slight 
0 Moderate 
□ Great deal 
0 Extremely Happy 

88. How stifled do you think your early activity was because fellow workers/boss? 
□ None at all 
0 Slight 
D Moderate 
O Great deal 
0 Extremely Happy 
D Does not apply 

89. Back when you first thought about starting your activity, how happy were you? 
D Not at all 
0 Slightly 
0 Moderately 
0 Very 
0 Extremely Happy 

90. How happy did you think starting your activity would make you? 
D Not at all 
D Slightly 
D Moderately 
D Very 
□ Extremely Happy 

91. Looking back at when you first started any transgender activity, did the actual 
participation make you as happy as you thought it would? In other words did it live up to 
your expectations? 

D Yes 
:J No----

92. If you answer 'no' to item 91, breifly why do you think it 
never lived up to your expectations? 

93 Has your level of happiness changed since you began any activrty? 

O Yes, Increased Happiness_ 94. If your happiness has changed please 
0 No, same amount of h_appiness explain your answer to item 90. 
D Yes, Decreased Happiness '" 

Do not write in 
this area 

(86) __ 
lal I&-: 

(87) __ 
1as 166 

(88) __ 
187 183 

(89) __ _ 
189 190 

(90) __ 
191 192 

(91) __ _ 
193 19-4 

(92) __ 
195 ,.s 

(93) __ 
197 193 

(94) __ 
199 200 



Parts 
This section of questions pertains to your current and future behavior and preceptions regarding your 

transgender activity. Check the most appropriate box or fill in the blanks when necessary. These items may 
be considered sensetive to some people. Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY. you may choose to 

discontinue participation at any point. Also, please remember your answers cannot be linked back to you. 

Responses are to be completely anonymous. 

95. Do you expect th 
employer knew) 

□ Yes -­

e disapproval you experience (or feel you would experience if your 
to affect your activity in the future? 

□ No 
96. If you answered 'yes' to item 95, how do you feel it 

will affect your activity. 
0 Slight posrtive affect 0 Slight negative affect 
D Strong positive affect D Strong negative affect 

·v= • -·~- ;:::::::.:~ •·- • .. . , .. \ - .. . , ... ... , ,., .......... "4 -· 

97. How much comm 
compared to wh 

□Less disap 

unity or peer disapproval do you expect to encounter in the future 
at you currently experience? 
proval 0 Same amount of disapproval 0 More disapproval 

98. Do you expect th 
□ Yes­

□ No 

e type of activity you participate in to change in the future? 

99. If you answered 'yes' to item 98, what type of activity do you 
expect to participate in in the future? D Unsure 

100. Do you expect 
OYes­
□ No 

□ Unsure 

- ~~~ ;-.J,.__ # _ ,.:.,; 

the amount of your activrty to change in the future? 

101 . If you answered ·yes· to item 100, how do you expect it to 
change? D Expect to increase my activity 

D Expect to decrease my activity 
~f♦:t on - .... -4 

102 Do you expec 
OYes­
ONo 

t your level of happiness regarding your activity to change in the future? 

103. If you answered 'yes' to item 102, how do you expect your 

0 Unsure happiness to change? 
D Slight increase D Slight decrease 
D Great deal more D Great deal less 

__ ......,_ __ 
he disapproval you experience from family members to change in the 1 0-1 If you expect t 

future please e xplain. 

t expect any change 

Do not w rite in 
this area 

i (95) _ _ 
201 20? 

1 (96) __ 
203 204 

(97) __ 
205 :ioi; 

(98) __ 

1 207 20& 

i 
i (99) __ 

209 210 

(100) __ 
1 211 2 12 

l 
j (101) __ 
~ 

213 21' 

1 

(102) __ 
21 5 215 

1 

(103) __ 
21 7 2 18 

• (104) __ 
219 220 

(1 05) __ 
D No, do no 

105 Please use this 
In understanding yo 

space for expressing any additional comments you tel would be helpful 221 222 

ur past and present perceptions and your future anticipations regarding 
your ac!lvrty. __ _ 

1' his concludes the questionnaire. Please double check to make sure you answered all questions. Remember NOTto sign your name or 
put 2ny identifying information on this questionniare. Please return this questionnaire to the participating organization which sent it to you. 

Thank You For Your Valuable Cooperation 




