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NGLTF Opens Employment Doors For ICTLEP

Friday through Sunday, April 19-21, 1996, repre-
sentatives of the International Conference on

Transgender Law and Employment Policy

(ICTLEP) attended, exhibited and presented at
Out and Equal in the 90’s, the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force's (NGLTF) 5th Annual Confer-
ence on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
Waorkplace Issues.

* And hisexual and transgender™ was a resonating
theme throughout the three day conference,” noted
ICTLEP Executive Director, Phyllis Randolph
Frve. She continued that since hn 3§ ﬂt sa from the
podium at the NGLTF's “( r't'.'ilult.:(f||m|l_:|'" confer-
ence in Detroit in November of last year, the Task
Force has d(l(:pl{'il a Iu}lil'_\ of full inclusion for the
bisexual and ll’:t]l.‘i_}_‘\l'llll('r segments of the commu-
nity, “The Task Force is now the second national or-
ganization where I can attend a convention and not
continually have to fight for recognition of my
people,” Frye said proudly. (The first was the Na-
tional Lesbian and Gay Law Association, NLGLA,
sponsor of the biannual Lavender Law Conference.
NLGLA's next Lavender Law is 24-27 October
1996, in New Orleans.)

ICTLEP was rfprl sented ln I rye, Secretary- Di-

rector, Dee . Documentation Law DIIE‘( -
tor, .\h-llml;: W hih-\\';w, and by Insurance and
Health Law Moderator, Lisa Middleton. T

dred brochures on transgender law and l-mp|n\'-

wWo ||It|l—

ment p(:h{-\ prepare +d \l'll'(l"'lhl“\ for the confer-
ence, were distributed to those attending, ine |||ziml'
Human Resources staffers from corporations whic !s
currently protect their lesbian, gay and bisexual em-
ployees from discrimination, and officers of lesbian,
£ay tlhl lll'\l \II‘JI htl\lllt 85 III(I e lIl[ﬂ(l\l'r* groups.

“A common comment was something like, “‘Well,
we'd kind of sluffed you tg folks off in the past, but
now that we've met you and read your handouts and
ht .|lt| I\nlll |1r< sentations, we are -_1m||l_5 to ill'l oane:
active in transgender inclusion for our groups back
reported MeKellar. She reminded m: iy at-
tendees that transgenders were an integr: al part of
the 1969 Stone \'\.i]] riots, and have been systemati-

home™”

t-u”_\ and incorrectly ignored or written out of les-
bian, gay and bisesual history, “We were there, and
we are \{I” ||¢'t'1'," .\lu" l':‘l:!ill(li'll many.

In addition, Vietory magazine, for lesbian and

gay entrepreneurs, volunteered to change its mast-
head cover toread “for lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender businesses,” They will be doing inter-
views with successful transgender business pe
including Middleton, an out and highly placed insur-
ance executive in San Francisco.

On Saturday night, the ICTLEP representatives
met with the Bay Area Transgender Law Association
(BATLAW) and exchanged many ideas and much
encouragement, Next to ICTLEP, BATLAW is the
second out and open transgender legal organization
in the world.

are the kevs to our free-

“Employment anc
dom,” said Frye. \\|l||4 job, she explained, all of the
.I||l|1\ .1“{1 SOC IKI! ‘lIll] I8 tl”l()ll\ ostrac) [‘\]ll can lll'
borne, with diffic ulty, but can be borne, This is why
“employment policy” is in the ICTLEP name. “And
having employment protection in law,” she contin-
ued, * protects transg nders when social and lmtili(:;ﬂ
climates shift.” (furr('nll_\' Directors from both
ICTLEP and It's Time America (ITA) the transgen-
der ]1(J|ilil'.|1 action arm, continue to work with rep-
resentatives of the Human Rights Campaign (HRC)
on transgender inclusion for the federal Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) for intro-
duction in 1997.

“The Task Force must be commended for its
reaching out in love and support to the transgender
community with this and future events,” Frye
added. She also noted that she expects many repre-
sentatives from corporate America and from the les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender business associa-
tions to attend ICTLEP's 5th Conference this Jn]_\_'
3-7 in Houston. In addition to the usual legal up-
dates on employment, insurance and health, docu-
mentation and general rights areas of law as they re-
late to transgenders, the conference will include
special outreach to transgender law outside of the
United ‘\'l'm-ﬁ- on the legal issues of the non-

transexual (e.g., the hetero crossdresser and the gay

drag): on the il male to male and the masculine ap-
pearing women's community; and on the legal needs
of transgender people of color.

For information on the July conference, contact
Dee MeKellar at ICTLEP. {i('[[t'l)'L!"'.'Itjl.l'(llIl:-
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Q) Chapter & Affiliate Information 2,

(Ilmplcrs

Delaware

Wilmington, Delaware: meets
second Saturday of each month, Write
for info to: PO Box 5656, Wilmington,
DE 19808,

Pennsylvania

Greater Philadelphia: Write Re-
naissance GPC, 987 Old Eagle School
Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087.
Meets third Saturday of the month in
King of Prussia. Doors open 8 pm all
year "round. Call 610-975-9119 for in-
formation.

Lower Susquehanna Valley:
Write Renaissance LSV, Box 2122
Harrisburg, PA 17105, Meets on the
first Saturday of the month. Call 717-
780-1LSV (780-1578) for location and
meeting times,

Affiliates

California

Orange County: Powder Pulls of
California, PO Box 1088, Yorba Linda,
CA 92686, or email to «ppoc@aol coms

Connecticut

Bridgeport/New Haven:
connecticuTView, c/o Denise Mason,
PO Box 2251, Devon, CT 06460
Monthly newsletter and activities,

Georgia

Atlanta: The American Educational
Gender Information Service (AEGIS).
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033
0724 or eall 770-939-0244. or enail to
<aegis@mindspring.com>. Informa-
tion resources & referrals.

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender Explora-
tions (A.G.E.). PO Box 77562, Atlanta,
GA 30357, 770-939-2128.

Hlinois
Chicago: The Chicago Gender So-

ciety, PO Box 5780035, Chicago, 1L
60657, T0S-863-T714

Louisiana
New Orleans: The Gull Gender

Alliance, PO Box 56536, New Orleans.
LA T0156-6836, 504-833-3046.

New !ersez

N. Central Jersey: Monmoutly
Ocean Trans Gender, (MOTG), write

PO Box 8243, Red Bank, NJ 07701Call
908-219-9094. Email: @aol.com

Titusville: Meetings are beginning
on June Sth at the Unitarian Universal-
ist Church of Washington Crossing,
Call Terri [Jjjjjjjj at 609-933-2233.

New York

Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender
Network (MGN), write 561 Hudson
St., Box 45, New York, NY 10014, or
call 201-794-1665, Ext. 332.

Long Island: New York GIRL &
Partners, PO Box 456, Centereach, NY
11720, Call 516-732-5115 for info.

Long Island: Long Island Femme
Expression (LIFE), PO Box 30153,
Lake Ronkonkoma, NY 11779-0147,

Oklahoma

Central Oklahoma: Sooner Diver-
sity. part of the Central Oklahoma
Transgender Alliance (COTA). Con-
tact, Rachel Rudnick, P.O. Box 575,
Norman, OK 73070.

Pennsylvania

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area:
Northeastern Pa. Transgender Alli-
ance, NEPTGA, meetings on the sec-
ond Saturday of the month in the
Allentown area. Call for directions and
more information, 610-521-2955.

The new New Jersey Support
group will start as a Renaissance
project as part of fulfilling our commit-
ment to bring a new N chapter to life,
and it will take the next step by becom-
ing a Renaissance Affiliate. First, it will
be time for electing officers. If you are
interested call Terri Ris]p_v and attend
the meeting.

Renaissance yexs &

© 1995, Renaissance Education Asso-
ciation, Inc., 987 Old Eagle School
Rd.. Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087,
Phone: 610-975-9119

WWW - hﬂp:ffwww.ren.org

$2 per issue, $20 per year (12 issues).
Back issues are available for $2 per
copy plus $0.52 postage and handling.
Send check or M.O. to the above ad-
dress, attention: Beth Marshall.

Editor-in-Chief
Angela Gardner
Contributing Editors
Dina Amberle  Jessica Brandon
Lee Etscovitz  JoAnn Roberts
Layout & Design
Creative Design Services
Business Manager
Jessica Brandon

Articles, opinion pieces, and letters to the
editor are always welcome. Ideas for ar-
ticles and opinion pieces should be sent to
our editorial office care of Renaissance,
PO Box 510, Bensalem, Pa. 19020-0530.
Or use email to <bensalem@epen.coms.
Complimentary and irate letters to the
editor may be sent to the same address,

Renaissance is a 501(¢][3] non-profit orga-
nization providing education and support
to the transgender community and the
general public. If you would like to make
tax-deductible donation, make your check
or M.O., payable to Renaissance and send
it to our National office. Your contribu-
tions will help us continue our efforts to
provide education about lransgender is-
waes. Donations can also be made through
your local United Way agency.

Local Calendar

June
I Ren. LSV meeting
S New Jersey Support
S Ren. Delaware
S NEPTGA, Allentown, Pa.
15 Ren. GPC

6 Ren. LSV meeting
13 New Jersey Support
13  Ren. Delaware
13 NEPTGA, Allentown. Pa
20 Ren. GPC



Well girls, I almost made it. One re-
cent Sunday I decided to wear a fash-
ion forward, New York City kind of
outfit and when you dress for it there’s
only one place to show it off—New
York, New York.

I put on my black tights, stacked
heel patent Mary Janes, little black
dress, denim jacket accessorized with a
leopard print scarf and hit the New
Jersey Turnpike for the Big Apple.
Someone said that New York City is
the world’s biggest closet and I think
that's true since nobody gives a six foot
one red head a second look. (Well, a
few looks at the gams from leg aficio-
nados and a couple of inquiring gazes
from German tourists.) That city is full
of tall women who are fashion forward.

I lunched with a chum in the Vil-
lage (a closet in a closet) and then
headed uptown to shop. I walked all
around the Rockefeller Center area
and stopped at a couple of chi chi
shops. Then, there it was... the Fash-
ion Cafe, the home of haute, the hot
bed of anorexic super models. 1 had to
stop for a Martini. Unfortunately, I
glanced at my Mona Lisa watch and
found that my meter (they make you
pay on Sundays in Midtown now!) was
running out and Mona'’s big hand was
too far around the dial to let me stop
for a snort of chilled vodka. Dam. I
was looking forward to careening down
the turnpike in a vodka haze, (Seri-
ously girls, don’t drink and drive. Make
your date take the wheel.)

Anyway, I guess I'll have to do the
Fashion Cafe thing in a future trip.
Soon! Now, here’s the dish.
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by Angela Gardner

Johnson Keeps His Word

When Don Johnson first had a
new series idea he promised network
execs it would be trendy and modern
with all the things an action packed
cop show needs to succeed, like trans-
vestites. Well, the show (Nash Bridges)
was on a few times before he got
around to featuring guys in dresses,
but on April 19th he gave us what we
wanted—RuPaul and a bevy of beau-
ties. (Must have been about ten of
them.) The girls were portraying
“transgendered sex workers.” Ooo!
How politically correct. Anyway, it
seems the TV hookers were being ha-
rassed and beaten up on one of their
top money making streets. They did
the sensible thing and went to the po-
lice, who didn’t lock them up for solic-
iting but promised to help them out.
One thing (looking through mug shots
for the perp) leads to another (decid-
ing that they need an undercover cop
on the street) and RuPaul, who plays
the den mother of the street queens,
says the cops who volunteer for the
duty just won't do. That includes the
female detective, “You're too real.”

Officer Cortez attracts Ru's gaze
Si'll(..'lf l](' Ilils Ili(].' SHII! Ilﬂ[l(ls ‘(llld i
good feminine build. He, of course,
protests vehemently but is given the
assignment. It's doubly tough on this
poor macho boy (played glamorously
l:y series reguiur Jamie P. Gomexz)
since his girlfrirnd has been kind of
cold in bed lately. Now he finds him-
sell in the station house men’s room
trying on hooker outfits and worrying

about his lip gloss. He disagrees an-
arily when Ru assures him that “This
dress is you.”

The funniest scene is when Cortes
asks Nash Bridges for relationship ad-
vice while they use the urinals. Cortez
is in full glam drag and Bridges has an
amused look on his [ace.

The transgender sex worker plot is
full of twists and turns and it’s brought
together with the other main plot in a
clever and transgender friendly wayv.
Cortez decides to keep his hooker out-
fit after the assignment ends but not
for the reason you may think. I'll keep
the good stuff quiet in case Nash
Bridges lasts into reruns. Keep vour
heavily made up eyes open for a plot
about a missing anti-armour missile
launcher. Leave it to Don Johnson to
tie together missiles and transvestites.

Wonder If he Wears A Cup, Or
An “A” Cup?

How about that Dennis Rodman,
huh girls? Here’s one big time jock
who's not afraid to show his feminine
side. He attended a May fourth book
signing in a feather boa and Divine
like makeup. Dennis, cut down on the
liner just a tad. But seriously, nobody
in the sports world (Like I pay any at-
tention to the sports world. My favorite
sport is clearance sale bargain diving)
has made a major deal out of
Rodman's crossdressing, and he's been
pretty up front about it, too. He's been
quoted as saying, “To hang out in a gay
bar or put on a sequinned halter top
makes me feel like a total person and
not just a one-dimensional man.” |
suppose he doesn’t get much name
calling cause he plays a hell of a game
of basketball. If he started to miss too
many shots the sequined pump might
be on the other foot,

The fashion editor of the Philadel-
phia Inquirer did a little name calling
in a recent issue, He said, “Rodman is
giving crossdressers a bad name.” The
writer, Roy Campbell, says Rodman

dresses like a bad drag [11.11'('” when he
does show his femme side and he's
“style clueless” no matter what gender
he's expressing. I guess Madonna
didn’t like The Worm (Rodman's nick-

continued next page



News Beat..,

name) for his fashion sense. Camphell
recommends that Rodman tone down
his makeup, “The makeup is suposed
to give the illusion of being a woman,
not a Halloween character.” He could
also take a tip from RuPaul and get a
good corset, Then it’s time for a de-
signer shopping spree. Campbell touts
leather catsuits from Thierry Mugler
(don't ask me to pronounce that name)
and sheer bodysnits from Jean Paul
Gaultier teamed with skirts from
Herve Leger. I really wish that Rod-
man would listen to Campbell's advice.
Think of it... Dennis Rodman could be
the first basketball player to endorse
women'’s designer fashions instead of
basketball shoes. It's a natural.

Rodman has said that he attributes
his love of feminine finery to being
raised with several sisters. Guess he
just had to adapt to the hand me
downs. Was that his older sister's
feather boa he wore on Saturday Night
Live? We'll have to ask his mom.

With guys like Rodman on the
sports front, RuPaul in the entertain-
ment world and Howard Stern as the
Queen of all media it won't be long till
we see a crossdressing president in the
White House. Of course, maybe we al-
ready had one? Who's to say? | can
hear it now, “I am not a crossdresser.
That's J. Edgar’s chemise.”

I Shot Andy Warhol Hits The
Theaters

It's finally out kids. A few years
back, before Andy died in a completely
non dramatic manner (the hospital
screwed up) Andy was dramatically
shot by a woman who wasn't really
seeking her fifteen minutes of fame.
She just wanted Andy dead. Her name
was Valerie Solanas and she founded a
group, of which she was the only mem-
ber, called

SCUM-—The Society for Cutting
Up Men. In the loose manner of the
Swinging Sixties she fell in with Andy
and his wild Factory scene. She was
actually introduced to the scene by one
of Andy’s male actresses, Candy Dar-
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ling. Seems the three of them had «
little bit of a thing, if you know what 1
mean. Valerie got over it and decided
to waste the evil Andy. After e even
let her appear in one of his films. Some
people have no gratitude.

Candy Darling is played by Stephen
Dorf. the lad who played the Beatle
who died in Backbeat. 1 was anxious to
see how well he did as the fabulous
Candy so I rooted out the official I
Shot Andy Warhol website, http//
www.filmzone.com/warhol/main.cgi.
(don’t type that last dot into your
browser. That's the end of my sen-
tence.) Check it out. It’s done in the
wild Sixties pop art style with great
photos of Dorf as Candy and you can
download clips... if you've got a half
hour or so to kill.

The May issue of US magazine had
a photo layout of Dorf and I thought it
might have a picture of him as Candy.
No such luck. All the pictures are ex-
ceedingly macho. They're so macho 1
suspect Dorf did it to try and distance
himself from the Candy character. One
photo has him wearing a blonde wig
slightly askew and sporting several days
growth of beard. Some boys can be so
threatened by panties and bras. Don't
worry Stevie, we won't think you're a
sissy. After all girls, he’s dating
Clueless star Alicia Silverstone, Cool?
Like, totally! Two beautiful blondes.

Warhol'’s a Drag

People magazine jumped into the
Warhol vortex by publishing a photo
layout of what it called Andy in drag.
Actually he was made up and wore sev-
eral different wigs but no actual
women'’s clothing. The photos were
taken in 1981 by Christopher Makos
and were inspired by Man Ray's pho-
tos of Marcel Duschamp as his femme
alter ego. The photos were featured on
the Peaple website on April 28 and
may still be out there. Search for
People magazine and see if you can
find them. They're very interesting, It
makes you wonder how much faster
drag in the Blg Apple would have
canght on as an art form if Andy hadn't
just promoted queens but came out as
one himsell. Guess we'll never be able
to gaze into that alternate reality,

Just Like a Creep

Our favorite male actor in a dress
would have to be Adrian Pasdar, the
heroine of that charming British
crossdressing flick, Just Like a Woman.
Well, I don't know if it's creeping
Dorfism or just the desire to play very
different characters but Adrian is star-
ring in a series for Fox-TV called
Profit. Pasdar has the title role and boy
his his character slime., This guy has
the conscience of a clam. While it's
good to know Pasdar is still working
but it’s a pity he’s gotta be such a
creep. Oh well, I guess some girls find
that kind of guy attractive... gee,
maybe hell buy me a drink at the
Fashion Cafe... nah.

Last Minute Musing

Bille ]uyeF is back! As she
pointed out, she never went away, but
as you may know-if you're a loyal
reader-she’s our Kuwait COITespon-
dent and while there was a un on guy-
in-dresses-news there for awhile, lately
the Arab Times hasn't had much in the
transgendered news line. Finally Billie
found two pieces of TG interest and
passed them on via air mail express,

Those Saudis are more pious about
crossdressing than the Christian Coali-
tion. They jailed 20 Filipinos for
throwing a “homosexual birthday
party” with a beauty contest featuring
men in dresses. Of course, the Saudis
have a law that bans gatherings of
more than five people so it didn’t mat-
ter how they were dressed.

In India they elect their men in
dresses. One Kali Hijra, one of the In-
dian Eunuchs is running for office in
Patna, India. Her platform? “People
believe in what | promise because they
know as a eunuch 1 cannot be lured
with wealth, women or sex.” Well, |
can see her not being lured by women
and sex but those sarees can get atad
expensive, wouldn't wealth still be a
consideration? How about pair of silk
stockings? Good luck with your politi-
l'll.l ilsl]irilli(}[lﬁ Kil]i. i.lll(l \\'hi](' _\'(3"
clean up the Indian Parliment see what
YO Can do about their fashion sense.

See va next month kittens, |§




All Blues:

hy Helen - {Del.Chapter Leader)

I've known Terri or more
than two years. Shortly after I met her,
she told me she was thinking of start-
ing a crossdressing blues band. 1 found
the idea intriguing; a group of us girls
in dresses and high heels playing the
blues in both gay and straight clubs. It
would be a fantastic way for us to do
outreach without preaching or protest-
ing. There was just one thing wrong, 1
didn’t like the blues. | play the electric
bass and I've thought of starting a jazz
ensemble or a rhythm and blues band,
but an all blues band, no way! But over
the course ol the past 2 years, I've got-
ten to know Terri a lot better and I've
come to like her a lot, so when she ap-
proached me in April about the possi-
bility of playing a gig with her at the
Phil: welphia Pridefest on May 5th, |
told her “Sure, why not.”

So over the next four weeks, we got
together at Terri’s North Philadelphia
studio to play the blues. Me, I'm an
amateur bass player. Terri, on the
other hand, is a professional musician
well known in the Philadelphia music
scene. That became clear during our
first practice in which she taught me
the blues and I attempted to keep up.
We ;lll(’ll]i)t{'d to recruit some of our
CD friends who were also musicians,
but for one reason or another, they all
declined. So Terri came out to a few of
her buddies in the music industry and
they agreed to sit in with us.

Then after weeks and weeks of driv-
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Playin’ at Pride Fest

ing back and forth between Delaware
and Philadelphia to practice, Pridefest
finally arrived. I was surprised by the
way I felt. Twasn't nervous at all, even
lhm:gh this would be my first public
performance. We'll, maybe I was a
little nervous, but I was more con-
cerned with the way I looked than with
how 1 would play; a true drag queen to
the heart.

When Terri and 1 first took the
stage, 1 think the people in the audi-
ence expected us to be a female imper-
sonation act, lip synching to Won't you
come home Bill Bailey or something
like that, because when we started
bringing up amps and guitars and set-
ting up keyboards and drums, a buzz
went through the audience. People
were pointing, saying things like “What
are they gonna do? Look they've got
instruments...” and things of that na-
ture. After tuning up and taking a
quick sound check, it was time to play.
Now—I was nervous, | was wearing a
short navy blue dress with white polka
dots, white nylons and white 5 inch sti-
lettos... and my legs were wobbling,
Terri, wearing a silver turtleneck col-
umn dress, black & silver sparkling
pantyhose and sensible silver pumps,
was as cool as a cucumber. Playing in
front of 300 or 400 people was nothing
new to her. Before the MC could even
introduce us, she grabbed the micro-
phone and yelled out “How is every-
body dumgP' Then the MC did intro-
duce us and fin: dly it was time to play.

I consider myself to be a very hon-
est person, so I have to tell vou the
truth. Girls, we killed them. From our
first number, Goin’ to Chicago until
we played the final note of our last
song fuanita , which Terri wrote, the
crowd was whooping and yelling back
to us and dancing in the streets. |
loved it! They did not expect this from
us. We had caught them completely
off guard. The only mistake I made
came while we were playing our sec-
ond song, I was thumping my way
through a blues chord and lt)(]kn];_, at
my fingers. Then I decided to look up
at the crowd. Just as I did this 7 foot
blond drag queen named Dora Jar
came walking past. I was so shocked
that T completely stopped playing. Af-
ter that, I didn’t look into the audience
again. When our set was over, people
from the audience came over to us and
told us what a fantastic job we had
done. The MC said he wanted Terri to
appear on his radio talk show and the
engineer told us that he could produce
our entire show next time, with stage
lights and everything, if we wanted
him to. It was wonderful, I wouldn’t
have missed it for the world! When
Terri first approached me back in 1994
with this idea, 1 didn't care too much
for the blues, and when she asked me
in April to play with her, I almost told
her no. However, 1 am thankful that I
said yes. Thanks to Terri, I now love

the blues! g

215-788-2857

Morty & Marlene Silverstein
Neil & Cheryl Gervon

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 » Tue. - Wed. - Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30

Ballow ¢ Stses Tunc.

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths
and Hard to Fit Sizes
Private Fitting If Desired

308 Mill Street
Bristol, PA 19007

SELMA BLAKER

Wig Service Shop

Specializing in the Sales and Service
of all Human & Synthetic Pieces

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat.

609-428-8448

Barclay Towers
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Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About
Breastforms And Didn’t Know Who To Ask

How to measure for a bra.

They will do all of the measuring at
the store, but it's better to go in with
an idea of what you'd like so that
you're not tempted to get forms that
are too large (if passing is your goal).

Bras have two measurements: the
bandwidth and cup size. To determine
your bandwidth, simply put the tape
measure around your ribs about an
inch below your chest muscles. Hold
the tape parallel with the floor, put
your arms to your sides and take a me-
dium-sized breath. The tape should be
snug, but not tiglit This is your band-
width. The other measurement, cup
size, is the difference between your
bandwidth and the fullest part of vour
bust. It's designated by letters, so an A-
cup is 1" more than your bandwidth,
B=2" C=3", ete. For instance, a 368
has a bandwidth of 34 and is 36 inches
around the fullest part of the ¢ up.
0“{‘? \’nl] ll"l\("'I \nl“’ I') 'lﬂ(l\l‘](lril \'()ll
mnp[} need to (Iprermuw what size
you'd like to be.

Reasons why it may be difficult
to receive a professional fitting

(Please read this!)

For women that have had breast
cancer, the experience can be devastat-
ing. both physically and emotionally.
The fitter I had explained that the loss
of a breast is a very painful blow to a
person’s self-image and sense of femi-
ninity. Many women have a very hard
time looking in a mirror after surgery.
Many women also experience rejection
from family, spouse or loved-ones
(Does this sound familiar?)

Because of this. stores that sell
breast forms and offer professional fit-
tings offer an atmosphere that is very
private, and also male-free. My fitter
said some women may be very vocal
about this privacy if it is“violated”, and
the store can suffer because of it(both
financially becauseof lost business, and
reputaion in the post-surgery cominu-
nity.) If vou wish to be professionally
fitted for breast forms, it would be a

good idea to respect these wishes. (To
pl‘nnlt)[‘t more sl]()ps (|.r)1n|_| I!lt\m( 58 1N
the TG cotmnmunity ) Call first and in-
t]lll-l“v \\]lt'tlu *T a slmp Can hvli), Some
stores will not do sol see above rea-
sons), but many more stores are seeing
the opportunity in the TC community
and are very friendly and willing to
ht]p Expect iwrsun‘\l lllmfgs to be ar-
ranged at low-traffic times or
after-hours to lower the chances of
conflict with other customers.

Manufacturers of Commereial
Breast Forms
Forms and Accessories Key:
STri=Symmetric Tri: mgle
ATri= \cswnelnc Tric mg!e
STD= Ssmmotm Teardrop
A FD_;\ss].mptm Teardrop
SHS= Symmetric Heartshape
TSh=Thin Shell
Attach=Attachable Form
Nipp=Attachable Nipple
Foam=Foam/cotton batting Form
Bra=Mastectomy Bras

Active, Inc.

Phone: 1-800-562-4290

Address: 125 Peekstok Rd.
Kalamazoo, Mi. 49001

Product Line: Stri, Atri, STD. ATD.
SHS, TSh, Foam, Nipp, Bra
(silicone forms are translucent and
come in 3 shades: “light”, “medium” &
“dark” skin tones)

Airwa

Phone: 1-800-543-0458

Address: 3960 Rosslyn Drive
Cincinnati, OH 45209

Product Line: Stri, STD, ATD, SHS,
TSh, Foam, Bra

Almost U

Phone: 1-800-626-6007 (1-914-737-
5976 in NY)

FAX: 1-914-739-8987

Address: P.O. Box 2032

Peekskill, NY 10566

Product Line: STD, ATD

Amoena (‘orpomtlontnwm-d by
Coloplast(Discrene) now)

Phone: 1-800-926-6362

Fax: 1-404-426-6332

Address; 1955 West Oak Circle,
Marietta, Ceorgia 30062

Product Line: Stri, ATri, STD, ATD,
SHS, TSh, Attach(Stri, Atri). Foam,

Nipp. Bra (silicone forms come in three
ditferent skin tomes.)

Camp International, Inc.

FPhone: 1-317-T87-1600

Address: P.O. Box 89,

Jackson, M1 49204-0089

Product Line: Str, Atri, STD, TSh,
Foam, Bra

Discrene (Coloplast, Inc.)

Phone: 1-800-237-4555

Address: 5610 W, Sligh Avenue
Suite 100-C, Tampa, FL 33634-4468
Product Line: Attach(STri), Nipp

Freeman Orthotics and Prostheties
Phone: 1-800-253-2091

Fax: 1-616-651-8248

Address: 900 West Chicago Road
Sturgis, Michigan 49091-9756

Prn:hlt'r Line: STD. SHS. ATD. Foam.
Bra, Nipp

Jodee After Surgery Inner
Fashion(aulso avai able thru JC Penney)
Plione: 1-800-423-0038 (8:00 A.M.
6:00 P.M Mon.-Fri., Eastern Timvll
Address: P.O Box 35837

Hollywood, FL 33083-9978

I’rm!ud Line: Stri, STD, ATD, TSh, At
tach, Foam, Nipp, Bra

Nearly Me(owned by Spenco Medical
(Iurp.)

Phone: 1-800-877-3626

Address: P.O. Box 2501

Waen, TX T6702-2501

Retailers/suppliers of
breast forms

(Please note the [TG Friendly]
mark after some retailers. These are
companies that explicitly seek the busi-
ness of the TG community. If this
mark is not present, it is because the
status is not known at this time.)

Best Value Products

[TC Friendly|

Phone: 1-215-782-9024

Fax: 1-215-7582-9180

Address: P.O. Box 156, Dept. EM
Wyncote, PA 19095-0156

EmailWeb: bvp@cpen.com, http://
WWW ul\lmh (:mm’ln‘pll html
Product Line: Symmetric te .lrdrup anel
symmetrie heartshape silicone form
with pminn‘m +d and colored mppll 5.
Size& Price: B, C, D, DD, 396.155US/
yair. Optional :u“u-si\'v&n'mn\'a-r with

torm: 43 1L.00/pair.

continued on page 14
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Sept. 19-22, 1996. (ome und enjoy @ reluxmg weekend of a private resort where your security, enjoyment
and comfort are of primary concern. We've been producing this event for over 10 years and our success is
measured by the people who return time after time. One price of $350* includes: room for 3 nights, 9 meals,
2 receptions, Costume party, Talent Show, Free workshops, tax and gratuity. What else could you need? We
have our own DJ and a Makeup Artist/Hair Stylist too!

Come find out why Paradise In The Poconos is one of the best events you could attend. Write, call or email us

for more information. (see contact info at the bottom of this ad). Visit our WorldWide Web site and register
online, or ake a look at photos from the last weekend.

*Double Occupancy rate. Single Occupancy rooms are available for $475.

LET IT ALL HANG OUT WITH RUPAUL & (DS

We've got the books you want... Now. Here’s a sample and there’s lots more.
Write or call for our free catalog sheets.

NEW ARRIVAL! NEW ARRIVAL!

The Man In The Red p Transgender Warriors p
Velvet Dress by J. ). Allen by Leslie Fineberg
Allen gives us on insider’s view of the Feinberg chronicles 1g people
psyche of the 1g communiry. This one’s thruout time & across cultures,
sure 10 couse o stir in some circles. woven info o personal narrafive
216 pages, $22.90 212 pages, 528.50

« Gender Outlaw

o Lettin It All Hang Out
Part outobiogrophy and part Bornstein celebrates the power of
How-To Manual. claiming on identity withou! getfing
218 pages, 521.00 mired in identity polifics.
253 pages, $13.00

Your Information Source For The Next Millennium!
(DS * PO Box 61263 * Wing of Prussia, PA * 19406
Voice: 610-640-3449 » fax: 610-645-0257 * Email: info@cdspub.com

Visit our store on the WWW <hitp://www.cdspub.com/>




In last month's column I mentioned
a case where the Salt Lake City Tri-
Ess chapter ousted one of its mem-
bers. Last week, T received a letter
from one of the leaders of that group
in which she detailed the reasons why
they took such drastic action. Unfortu-
nately for you, my readers, the reasons
were well grounded and not at all the
type of salacious gossip mongering |
was hoping to report back to you.

You see, | remember a situation
here at Renaissance when one of the
members insisted on shnwing up at the
meetings dressed in a black vin}'l
minidress, fishnet !:[‘t)(.'king and a stud-
ded dog collar and crawling around on
all fours saying, “Spank me! Spank
me!” Our leadership felt it necessary to
take action to prevent that kind of be-
havior and issued an ultimatum to the
individual in question.

And it worked. 1 don't do that at
meetings anymore and now I'm a
member in good standing with my own
newsletter column. Speaking of
which...

You're Such A Flirt

The Transgenderist newsletter of
the TGIC group in Albany, New York
reprinted an article about flirtation
which originally Appeared in the New
York Times.

The article mentioned several seri-
ous scientific studies of human flirta-
tion behaviors. Humans have certain
sex-specific flirtation behaviors that
can be identified as preludes to the
mating process. “We still go through
the ritual of courtship much like our
mammalian ancestors,” according to
Dr. David Givens, one of the anthro-
pologists who studies this sort of thing
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in (I(rptll. “These ([lirtation) gestures
are sulu-ortica[, r(‘g\ll:lk'tl l;}-‘ the more
primitive part of our brain. They have
nothing to do with the intellect, with
our great neocortex.”

Because we are a ilibl!]\' (‘\;‘C‘l!\'{‘(l
species (-:upposedh} the basic behav-
ioral funetions of flirtation and court-
ship may be buried under our rational-
izations about wlw we act a certain
way. But at the core, it's all about at-
ff{l(‘!u!g Sﬁﬂ]?nl](’.]ll{l’_}ﬂlg H"_'”\ as
snitable or not, then prﬂ(-pwling to the
mating process. Especially in species
where the presence of two parents ap-
prﬂfiilh]}' f‘nhaﬂl‘('ﬁ t]l(‘ S‘lr\'i\"(li ﬂr t]'l('
nﬂ-spring, this process is drawn out
longor than in other species. The “coy-
ness” ritual (“playing hard to get”) of
the female is really a test to see
whether the male is likely to abandon
her once the mating takes place. Con-
versely, the male, who has a lesser bio-
logical responsibility, will often read
the simplest female interest as a sign
that all signals are “go”"—when in fact
we know they most often are not.
“There is a huge sex difference in how
effective different tactics are,” said Dr.
David Buss, a psychologist and author
on this subject.

For crossdressers, it is interesting to
keep in mind some of our overtly femi-
nine gestures and postures we affect as
part of our own ritual are actually de-
signed to attract male mating partners
on a subconscious level. The oft-heard
remark that “all the guys were giving
me the eye” on the dance floor, or the
walk to the ladies room, is not so far
fetched given that “women... tend to
|)muu‘u;ldf'”_imlh to scout and to be
seen” by potential mates, as was found
in Dr. Given's studies. In a study by

Dr. Monica Moore of Webster Univer-
sity, she found that men are more
likely to approach females who send
flirtation signals—even more so than
women who are rated as ore physically
attractive. Something to keep in mind
the next time you're out in public. It
really is a jungle out there,

Strength of Character
Philadelphia Weekly is a main-
stream newspaper distributed in and

around downtown Philadelphia. Its
cover story on April tenth, by Megan
Breslin, was titled A Question of Iden-
tity. The lengthy article told the story
of Rhonda, a graduating student at
Bryn Mawr College, and the contro-
versy that brewed during her time
there as a student.

Rhonda (she preferred not to di-
vulge her last name) is a person born
with bilateral int('r:i('ulm]it)—', a condi-
tion in which one’s gender status falls
After a troubled
childhood and adolescence without

“between the sexes.”

lnn[(mumlﬂ care, she j"hl“\' received
appropriate me :dical treatment and
forged an adult life as a female. In a
remarkable story of inner strength and
determination, she got herself to the
point where she was admitted to exclu-
sive Bryn Mawr College in her late
thirties to pursue an undergrad degree.

Part of the reason for her interest in
Bryn Mawr was what she hoped would
be a more liberal .-mm‘ml)ll(.-n-. Because
her treatment did not bvgin until after
pub(‘.rt)' she still had some noticeable
masculine [-(‘utur(fs. ;t]tho:lg]: her total
appearance was gt'mlvr mnbignm:s.
Apparently not ambiguous enough for
some of her fellow students however
because she was sul:jm:h.'(l to ostracisin
and quite open concerns that a trans-
vestite had somehow erashed the
women- on!\ Bryn Mawr sorority.

The paranoia reac hed its pe: LL when
the administration’s medical stalf be-
gan investigating her background to
determine just "w ‘hat” she was. ['l|||\
when her back was liter: l”\ 1s|l(|\ti|
against the wall did i{hmu.i.\ consult an
attorney and even then quietly told the
administration to watch their step lesst
they forfeit their multimillion dollar
endowment in a messy lawsnit



Alter ('mluriug the slil:gs anel ar-
rows ol outrageous illiberalism for her
years there, Rhonda szl[!_v wrote and
open letter to the college paper ex-
plaining to everyone just what her true
story was, One can (m]\ wonder
whe lll(‘l‘. and to what (It‘gt‘(‘(“. some of
her detractors felt shame for having
slurred her behind her back after they
read the tmglr. stmggle of her life.

By the time you read this Rhonda
will have gm(luat(‘d with plans for law
school. Ta be fair to everyone, Rhonda
did have supporters before and during
her worst times at Bryn Mawr. This ex-
cellent article (with other details too
numerous to l')riug| out in this forum)
showed there are unsung—and unas-
suming—heroes right in our midst.

You Cot Questions, We Cot
Answers

Fiesta! is the newsletter of the New
Mexico cl:apter of Tri-Ess in Albu-
querque and they published an article
by a member named Vicki A. titled
What Are the Bules?

Vicki wonders about the “rules of
crossdressing.” It's not readily appar-
ent whether Vicki really believes there
are a set of rules for crossdressers, but
lier questions are posed in such an ear-
nest fashion that it seems likely that
she believes there are some easily de-
fined boundaries to keep us all from
going |1og wild.

A sample of some of her questions
are: “Can I dress in a formal gown,
business attire or causal wear? Can 1
pierce my ears? How feminine can my
everyday attire become without push-
ing the envelope of acceptability” You
get the idea.

As a service not only to Vicki but
also to other concerned erossdressers
out there in Vis a Vis-land, T will an-
swer a few of Vicki's actual questions
so we don't have a bunch of loose can-
nons out there crossdressing however
they darmn well please. Shoot. baby.

“Am I allowed to wear panties un-
der my everyday attire?” Yes. just
make sure theyre clean in case you're
in an accident.

“If' I can wear panties, can I wear
pantyhose?” Hey. look. you're a begin-
ner. I said you can wear panties, but
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don't push it.

“Should my blouse be of ruffles and
lace. or should it be of a more p]ﬂin
material? 1 was alraid you were going
to ask that one. Check back with me
on ﬁmt hon.

‘Can I grow my hair long so 1 don’t
have to wear a wlg")" Yes, but only if
you don’t have to comb it from one
side of your head to the other to cover
male pattem baldness.

“How |(mg can I let my hair grow
and still have it considered accept-
able?” Can we please move on, al-
ready?

L{mg enoug]l that I can put it ina
ponytail or wear it piled up on top?”
You're starting to get on my nerves.

“Is there a line where my
crossdressing becomes perverted?” I'll
refer you to the anecdote above about
vinyl miniskirts, fishnets and saying
"spank me” at group meetings.

“Do | have to separate the two sides
so that one is completely male and the
other female, and can these two sides
ever mix and mingle?” There are times
when the two sides can mix and mingle
but only under the care of trained pro-
fessionals and an attendant with a tran-
quilizer gun.

“What are the rules for being a
crossdresser?” If 1 told you now, you
wouldn't need to read my column ev-
ery month, so dream on,

“And who made them up?” That
would be me. (Diabolical laughter...
Fade to black.)

How About A Quickie? Or Two?

The Sooner Belle newsletter of the
COTA group in Oklahoma City had a
front page article by Linda and
Vanessa Kaye titled Prisoner or
Cuard?

Linda and Vanessa (husband and
wife) tell the story of a picnic they had.
They thought they had picked a se-
cluded place when, violal—Several
thousand (or so it seemed) fellow pic-
nickers appeared. When Vanessa (the
crossdressa. Sorry.) told Linda she felt
a little uncomfortable, Linda said they
had “as much right to be here as any-
one else.”

From that simple realization came
an interesting thought. Nowadays,

quIlllu L \\’ﬂ]l .II[) Ili]lllll( T {ll ""’ll'l l‘I\

'i]hlll]( {‘il] rlff)l]l{‘ll'lﬁ Can (Jnl\ l].(](l'l 55
t]i( m UP( Ill\ (lll(l lll( r ()11‘( NIesSs Ill -
kll(l\\ I(‘(lg!ll!_‘ t]“. l)r()l)l( m i)‘ Hoeanmes
their stre ngth. The I)ul.:h( in turn has
come to accept and encourage lamilies
wor]-cing thrnugil difficult issues. \\']a_\-
not trunsgcndrrism? As the Ku}‘:‘s
point ont, “You, I, and our partners
have a right to explore ourselves. We
have twthing to be ashamed of.”

The Ingersoll Gender Center in Se-
attle, “’ashington Iml)]ishc(] a letter
[‘rcﬂ“ an l'lnnilt“("(.l Ellrol’(‘-ﬂ“ Corre-
spondent in their April newsletter. The
writer referred to the recent studies
looking for biological “proofs” that may
account for gender and sexual orienta-
tion.

The writer say that should such a
biological proof be found, she would
rather not know for herself. If a person
who truly felt transsexual was found
not to have the biological makeup (of a
TS), would she then be forced to “drop
out” of the program? If someone had
built a life for themselves in the oppo-
site gender, and then found out the
biological proof showed negative,
would that person then be a “f raud?”
There are a lot of questions in life that
are better left unasked... Lest you get
an answer you don't like.

And from the April ‘96 Cender Eu-
phoria newsletter of the Boulton &
Park Society came this nugget: “We
have a feeling that Dina Amberle over
at the Renaissance Newes &> Viewes
could be a very funny writer but all she
seems to want to do is trash varions
folks.” The really funny part is my pic-
ture atop the column. If you try read-
ing it as well as looking at the picture
you'll find T don’t eriticize individuals
that often for the simple foibles of be-
ing human. (Hey I'm human.) Vis a Vis
was concieved by its original writer,
Brenda Davidson as a forum to seruti-
nize anvone or group in the TG com-
munity who might be making a mis-
take. as 1 see it. After all. I do make
the rules. Just kidding girls!

)
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CHOUC A€ i 101
CGU(]GHGHGC[!OU?

by Barbara F. Anderson

M.S.W., Ph.D

The TG Consumer: Rights & Expectations

You as a transgender individual are
aconsumer like any other. You have
money to spend and needs to be met.
Do you approach such interactions
with an expectation of respect and ap-
preciation for your business? Or does
the memory of past transactions con-
taminated by ridicule and frustration
inhibit you with regard to examining
products for quality, and holding ser-
vice providers to a standard of courtesy?

A satisfactory consumer interaction
begins with the expectation of quality
products and service. To the extent
that you are informed about the prod-
uct or service you seek, you will be
able to express your expectation in an
unambiguous manner. However, if you
are hobbled by anxiety, fear of others’
judgment, and personal insecurity, all
the product information in the world
will do you little good. You will be
treated with the respect you show for
yourself and will be presented with the
products that the sales person has been
instructed to “move.”

And do not think that over-compen-
sating for insecurity or developing an
“attitude” to ward off insensitive treat-
ment will be effective. By acting arro-
gant and demanding you are more
likely to elicit the very behavior you
are trying to avoid. Efforts to intimi-
date others breed resentment rather than
respect and retaliation follows fast.

Given that you are able to present
yourself Lunﬁdcmh and are well-in-
formed about your objective, you may
still find the \lmppmg experience an
l|'||i)]l.‘¢l‘u|.!ll one. ‘IUI] Ilhl\ l](‘ |l]l“]|l||[ll(l
as TG by the service provider and ei-
ther treated disrespectfully or denied
service, NU one \\'i” come o )'(11|r Tes-
This is where Assertiveness 101
will pay for itsell. Inquire of the pro-
vider il your request was understood

cue,

and offer to repeat it. If appropriate,

ask if it is the store’s policy for person-
nel to whisper, giggle, point at or laugh
at its customers, Offer to overlook the
offense if the person will get on with
serving you, If further disrespect oc-
curs, request the person’s name and
that of the manager.

If you are denied service insist on
Iwmg given a reason. If you are in-
sulted by a derogatory term referring
to your TG status such as "you people”
(or worse) you have several options:
Identify yourself with pride as TG, en-
titled to and able to pay for the re-
quested product or service. If recon-
sideration does not occur state that you
will file a complaint of discrimination
with the Human Rights Organization
of that County as well as with the pro-
fessional association(s) monitoring the
industry involved. It behooves any con-
sumer to be prepared in such an event
but it is incumbent upon you as a TG in-
dividual or anyone belonging to vulner-
able minority group, to be explicitly
armed with solid information about how
to exercise your rights as a consumer.

If you choose not to identify your-
self as a TG individual and the pro-
vider of services does not identify you
as l)cing ofa minority status, you can-
not raise the issue of discrimination.
Then the best strategy is to behave as
an aggrieved consumer who will re-
lentlessly seek satisfaction at levels
above the service person. Sources tell
me that service providers would rather
serve someone with 2 heads than have
to explain to their boss \\-‘Il}' they have
(lii(}\\'('(l a scene o occur. Iil Il)Il'lHl"ll.t‘
ing this strategy implies a willingness
on your part tt-a state your dissatisfac-
tion illlili‘}]}' illl(l |l|]["l]'|li\'()(_'i|.].i_\' ii“ll
p{'rhups draw attention to _\_«'nurst'lf.

The pursuit (prmﬁ':i:simml services
such as medical, psychological or legal
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present a special challenge for the con-
sumer. The challenge comes in the dil-
fic Illh of evaluating the i it ty of ser-
vices offered as well as in de: lllfl" with
I)T(\\Ifll s Ww llll e “"rl e |-l| \ | & “lll}\\t fI
with higher status than the consumers
ol their services. TG consumers often
ill‘['li even more \'||Il|f'f'il|]ll' I}lil” lhf' H A
erage client becanse ol the !|l}'!||s
about the TGed that still pvr\';lrlt' the
thinking of professionals. The belief
that TCism is a mental disorder and
therefore one will be dealing with a
tlt"!';mgl'(l, (il'|llsiu|l;ll lwr'sm\ pl:l.\‘ Jli:ll'l_\'
professionals off. There is also the be-
lief that one’s other clients will be dis-
couraged if they observe TG individu-
als being s served in the same setting,
The best way to avoid approaching the
uninformed professional, who is also
lncumetvnt to serve you, is to utilize a
resource list mmpiivrl by your local
TG community organizations or by na-
tional associations devoted to serving
TG consumers and setting standards
for competent professional care.

Being a consumer is a difficult busi-
ness. But that’s what it’s all about.
Business! As a consumer you have
something of value. Respect your
power but don’t flaunt it. Hold your-
self in high regard and and you maxi-
mize the chance that others will. Be
prepared to go to bat for your right to
be served: you may bepaving the way
for another consumer more vulner-

able than you. g

Get Wired to
News & Views...
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The Three Legged Stool... Of Crossdressing

by Lee -

There are three sides to a cross-
dresser: sexual, social and spiritual.
They are like the legs of a three legged
stool. If all three legs are not straight,
even and strong, the stool will topple.

Every crossdresser starts out using
crossdressing as a sexual outlet. Most
of us never lose the sexual enjoyment
of being “dressed up,” it permeates our
entire existence. The sensuous experi-
ence of putting on a satin bra and
panty set... or pulling on a pair of
pantyhose and slipping into a pair of
three inch heels... or placing a silk slip
or camisole on your body and then
making up your face... the sensuality
and suggestiveness of the whole pro-
cess never leaves us, nor do we want it
to. Perhaps it’s ninety percent of our
psyche, or the thought process charac-
teristic of each of us?

Where does it all start? How did we
become crossdressers? Is it genetic or
learned? Most of us don’t care. We all
have to go through passages, unpleas-
ant, but necessary. Guilt, shame, fear,
remorse, loss, breakups, ete. all tend to
mold us into compassionate, gentle
and understanding people. We get to
where we are by leaming to accept
who and what we are.

Sexual outlets come from many di-
rections for crossdressers. Some have
understanding wives who accept them
one hundred percent; some have wives
who tolerate their “hobby;” some meet
and have heterosexual relationships
with sympathetic women and some of
us enjoy being a woman and pleasing
men in a hetero/homosexual liaison. (If
you are being the woman it's “hetero-
sexual.”) Many, too shy to form rela-
!innsl]ips, rcly on mastu rbnl‘cry fanta-
sies for their sexual outlet. however,
whatever the outlet, sex is dlwa\«\ a ma-
jor ingredient of a crossdresser’s life.
Does this make us “bad?” 1 don't think
so. Is sex “bad?” 1 think not.

The social part of being a
crossdresser is equally important. We
need acceptance and understanding by
our peers. We need comfort and love
from the people we love, we need

them to understand and accept who
we are. This isn’t always easy. We do
appear “strange” to most outside the
the crossdressing community.

Crossdressing is not fully out, yet,

Like the homosexual movement that
started some thirty years ago, it's now
our turn. However, it may take an
equal amount of time for full under-
standing... let alone acceptance.

Socializing, support groups, maga-
7ines, organizations and newsletters
are all out there for us. They are mak-
ing progress every day in bringing
crossdressers together. These efforts
are the first step in bringing our cause
to the attention of society.

We are beautiful people that de-
serve to be recognized. That's a very
subjective statement but permit me to
elaborate. Without our crossdressing,
acceptance and respect would be easily
available from the overall community,
Since we are crossdressers we must
prove we are better people because of
our crossdressing in order to win re-
spect. Understanding both the male
and female sides of our identities are
what make us better people. It's up to
us, through socializing, to make society
aware of this fact.

Some of us “girls” have enough pio-
neering spirit to dress in public and
“spread the word.” We all admire
these individuals but most of us are too
shy to contribute in that way, How-
ever, we call... ;lI]d bllﬂll[d llell} ti]f'n'l.
behind the scenes.

If you're serious about crossdressing
}’Oll S]lOllId bc!ong toa supl)oﬂ grﬂlli),
subscribe to a tnmsgender magazine or
newsletter and join a national gender
organization. th(‘\ are all out there
working for you. The more we get out,
the faster we'll be accepted. Closets
are no place to live!

The third, and perhaps most impor-
tant side of a crossdresser is the spiri-
tual side. Here we live with ourselves
and our Higher Power... alone with the
knowledge that we are good people
deserving of love and respect. l[us
side is not always easy to achieve. The
pressure from the outside world is al-

ways with us.

Our self esteem is often affected by
the lack of understanding of society
and our peers. This forces many of us
into closets of sell reproach which in
turn lowers our self esteem further.
We must learn to live alone with who
we are and seek comfort through our
Higher Power. “To thine own self be
true.” Loving yourself is the first step
toward loving others. Crossdressers
can never gain acceptance until we
love others and understand their reluc-
tance to accept us.

It has been my experience with
crossdressers that they are compas-
sionate, gentle, considerate and willing
to help others. Are we different from
mainstream society? No, except we
wear dresses. Any “difference” comes
from this experience of discovering the
woman within us and allowing the ex-
pression of our innate femininity.

A crossdresser is like a marriage...
you must work hard at it in order for it
to be successful and blossom.
Crossdressers have two sides that must
be accepted and understood. We must
never forget this because it's what
makes us unique. The two sides make
us “special.” This special difference
give us the ability to cope with prob-
lems ahead... btending into main-
stream society while enjoying our rare
qualities. it's coming, but we have to
make it Imppen faster.

Keep the stool stmd}' and stmight.
Don't let any of the three legs shorten.
Keep your resolve, seek support from

vour “sisters” and, most of all, be
PrOll(] to b{‘. a CrOSS(iI‘f‘SSE‘l‘.
South Jersey Chapter Rises
Again As New Jersey Support.
The new support group that las rsen
from the ashes of the old SJ (:!Iil]}tt'f will
Iave: its first meeting on June Sthoat the
Unitarian Univeralist Chureh of Washing-
ton Crossing, The meeting will start at
SPM and directions can be obtained from
the National Office, 610-975-9119 or hrom
Terri - acting group leader at 604

B o 6PM. Ask for Tom,
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"Everybody knows most people in the
world are stupid.”

— The Refreshments “Bandido”
- e -

This is a short column this month. I've
had two college graduations, my Pocono
weekend, and an unexpected death in
the immediate family to contend with. I
apologize for the brevity. I'll be back to
regular length next month,
- A T

Let me start by dispelling a rumor. | re-
ceived a phone call from Marie, secre-
tary to Dr. Stanley Beiber, noted
gender reassignment surgeon from
Trinidad, Colorado. Marie has been re-
ceiving many phone calls asking of Dr,
Beiber had [mel away. No one seems
to know where the rumor got started,
but she asked me to tell you all that re-
ports of Dr, Beiber's demise have been
“greatly exaggerated,” as Mark Twain
said, Dr. Beiber is alive and well and still

operating. He hasn't even been sick of

late.
- o=

;\ll'mg the lines of rumor comes a note
off the net that a text file is being circu-
lated called SRSDOG.TXT that claims
to describe, in detail, how to perform
MtF gender reassignment surgery on
dogs, with the idea that you can learn all
‘Il‘lllilt GRS at home. As my high school
Latin tc'-ttlu'r used to say, “How s‘!llpi(l
can you are?” If you've seen this file or
hear about it, it is a hoax. Be warned.,

(i
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Hanging in there with the SRS theme. ..
A survey of Chinese middle school stu-
dents, ages 13to 19, found that 44.2 per-
cent of the female students wished that
they were boys. Reasons given were boys
had greater freedom in Clinese culture,
teachers paid more attention to boys,
and that boys had better prospects as
adults. Although Chinese culture has
changed drastically in the last 20 vears,
Chinese families still prefer boys.

L K B
John Travolta is a hot Hollyvwood prop-
erty these days, but if his star wanes

again, perhaps he can get a job in one of

the La Cage shows. According to Kym
Sedgewick, Travolta's co-star in the film
Phenomenon, Travolta does “impeccable
impressions” of Barbara Stanwyck and
Katherine Hepburn.
-_ A A ..

There's support groups and then there’s
Resourceful Women. RW is a San

Francisco-based support organization of

a few hundred women of wealth. Says
one member, “You're not going to be
judged for your money."
RW is the Women's Donor Network
whose 75 members have an average net-
worth of §11 million and who make
charitable contributions totaling $30
million annually, mostly for women’s
education and economic independence,
“A fetishists dream come true,” is how
one [riend described Barb Wire starring
the mammillary-enhanced Pamela Lee
Anderson. Corsets, fishnets and thigh-
high boots everywhere. Even under lim-
ited release (less than 1000 theaters), the
movie is raking in the dough. Just wait
until it hits video.
- A A

On to fashion news... Want a little p]ai-
losophy with your cosmetics? Stila cos-
metics packs a bon mot with each of its
products. For example, inside your face
powder you might find, “It is never Im:
late to be w hat you might have been.

That |1_\' eorge Elliott,
L K
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An olT-shoot of

There’s money in them thar clothes. The
stock market pundits are talking about
the next set of red-hot IPOs ( Initial Pub-
lic Offering) and they ain't Internet
stocks. No, it's big-name designers that
have everyone's attention. Donna Karan
is set for an IPO sometime this month
and it’s sure to be a winner. In the past
vear, Estée Lander, Tommy Hilfinger
and St. Jolin Knits have blown the socks
off other [POs. You heard it here.

- - -
Bob Mackie is back into the “speciul
occasion” dress market. Mackie took a
side trip into less extravagant couture,
but found that he wanted to return to his
first and most successful love—beads.
Mackie says his new line will be much
less expensive” than his previous cre-
ations with some dresses selling for as
“little as $700.” Hey, Bob, ship me a
dozen of those beaded numbers.

- A A .-
Joining RuPaul as a spokesperson for
MeAe( cosmetics is the unlikely person-
age of one kd.lang. | say “unlikely” not
because lang is a lesbian, but because up
to now her “look™ has been fresh-faced
and sans-makeup. I guess she's working
on a new look.

- - > .-
A little commentary on [riendship...
Some people have expressed the opin-
ion that Alison Laing and | have parted
ways. Nothing could be further from the
truth. Alison and I share the bond of
||u\'i1:g co-created Renaissance, the
CTO, GPAC and we serve on 2 boards
of directors toﬂtt]n »r. Bevond the tg
community, Mmm and I and our fami-
lies spend a great deal of time together
in non-tg related activities.
among my closest personal friends and
nothing, not Renaissance, not IFGE
could ever come between nus. We've

Alison is

learned to agree to disagree on some tg
issues and that’s a lesson many in this
community would be wise to leam. True
friendship is precious and priceless.

- s - -

© 1996 by Creative Design Services
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Making Sense Of It All

On Being Visible (Part Two)

Last month 1 described my emer-
‘_'\I‘II('(' ilrlﬂll Li('l‘(l('r ['(lnl‘llﬂil)ll i]it{l
personal responsibility for my life as a
whole. I now live full time as a woman,
a lli[‘-!\It which ll.'ll)ru-ns to be my
|):1rtir.'l|]ul‘ resolution for my gl‘!l(l(’l‘
confusion. One would think that being
visible to oneself and to the world in
\_{l-m'm] would be a <iu|p|c- matter, for
we are 1:|]killg about a life of |mtu--xl}'.
ol truthfulness, of ln-in_;; true to one-
sell. And yet, given the web of rela-
tim':si\ips and l"l\l[)('(‘i:l{if)ll.\" and the
shoulds and should nots into which we
are all born—in terms of which we
function, such \'isil)ilit}'. with all of its
si1 npln- Iu'mvs*}-'. can be an t-.\'lr(-uml}-
t.-um])|('x and difficult matter.

It is in terms of this (.-uulph-xity that
I am reminded of a recent I'm:‘s;ml:ll ex-
perience in which it was temporarily
important to dr-omplmsiﬂ- my gmuier
change. It was a large f;unii}-' gathoring
which I attended somewhat masculin-
ized, at least from the neck down. |
waore a shirt, tie, dark slacks, o navy
blue blazer, and traditional leather
loafers. But my face and hair did not
re 1”\ fit into llu- masculine i image I
was reluet mtl\ trying to convey.

I was very uncomfortable from the
outset, more than I had mp('ciml
would be the case. | received quite a
few stares and felt 1 was being avoided.
Generally speaking, | had an androgy-
nous appearance. My body was
dressed for the oceasion, but my head
was resistant, both inside and out. 1
found myself retreating within mysell.
not wanting to talk to anyone. I finally
began to doze at the table while every-
one else was dancing. [ was probably
perceived as being distant and unap-
proachable. perhaps even arrogant.
But actually I was dancing alone on the
inside and wanting desperately to join
the dance of life on the outside. Re-
turning home when it was all over was

IiL'l‘ ri’t'llrliilll_‘; i‘l’l’”] il \'{'r_\ i'i](] llfl'il‘ll.

l.tllnl;i!l_l._." back on this experience, |
can see that 1 did not feel visible in
terms ol the person | really am: a
woman, Even if I had looked com-
liii'lt'il\ masculine, 1 would still have
felt 1-.\‘1r¢-||u-|_\' uncomfortable. for it
was difficult, if not impaossible, to par-
ticipate when I did not feel fully alive
and |ul|x present. Even when someone
did reach out to me, I felt too divided
in my appearance to r:~spnu(l as a
whole person. I am not c}:'n}‘iug’ the
fact that I was born a male, but it
seems, at least in my case, that I can-
not serve two masters, I was cross-
dressed in reverse, and it did not work.
I had wanted to lwlp my f: umi\ to give
them less to deal with, l)\ (]0\\’z|pl.1\1r1q
my g('ml(-r lem’o but | did not r:-.mllx
he :Ip them or myself. What was in-
tended to be of temporary help to oth-
ers left me temporarily invisible in
terms of my true sense of self.

Being {rul_\' visible seems to lmplwu
from the inside out, no matter how
much | trv to ("\Il\fltlﬂ age it or even to
finm it. »\ poem 1 wrote describes the
sense of human wholeness and thus
the true \.':sﬂnht.\.' to which 1 am com-
mitted and which makes diffienlt an
oceasional attempt to pimw others at
the expense of my true sense of self,
no matter how well intentioned I m: v
be. The poem is called...

I Buried You:

I buried you alive.

but you refused to die.

I buried you

be ﬂ:n’ e rr*r:”r,r met,

before I recognized

your b{’mrrg;,

your soul,

your hr:prs and dreams.

I buried o,

because I never knew

that Cod ordained

your presence on this earth,

that you were meant to be,

to be with me,

And so now I want

to resurrect your life,
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ter greet yon reith OPen ariis,
1o welcome you back

from the living dead

Yes, your death has been

a living death, for all along

I have courted you secretly,
saying “Hello!” when no one.
except maybe God,

was looking or listening
;’l’!"‘fff!!.\ noe, .\I?f!]f';fl‘)f{"
we can live and die
l‘n;_:r'ﬂ'n':‘, you and I,
living openly as one,

till God’s work with us
is truly done.

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months.

Fumiture, Appliances, Household goods, Records,
Anfiques, Toy trains and other goodies - Bought and
Sold - Beth Marshall: 610-259-4045 - Leave a message

Mi casa es su casa. Need a place to change before the
Renaissance GPC meeting? The perfect location awaits
you, just off Exit 33,Rte. 76. Call CDTips 215-878-3383

Looking for amateur crossdressers with interest in
modeling. Please send letter of infroduction along with
photo to: Christy Cage, 4807 Cedar Ave., Suite 3F,
Phiadelphia, PA 19143

PERMANENT
PROFESSIONAL

HAIR
REMOVAL

...because this
unwanted problem
could unnecessarily
last forever

JOAN BENCAN
ELECTROLYSIS

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield

609-645-8618

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION




B FAQ...

ButterFly Image

[TG Friendly]

Phone: 1-607-865-4624

Fax: 1-607-865-4624

Address: RD 3 Box 401D

Walton, NY 13856 OR: P.O. Box

326, Sidney, NY 13835

Hours: By Appointment

Email: iiimage@magnum.wpe.com,

Web: http://Avww.wpe.com/~bfi/

welcome. html

Product Line: Breast forms, Bras,

and accessories. Manufacturer lines:
Active, Amoena (both attachable and
non), Camp, Discrene (both attachable
and non), Nearly Me.

Notes: Forms bought in pairs spe-
cially priced. Mail orders accepted.
Product brochures are $2.00 to cover
S&H. All inquires kept confidential.

Delana’s Specialty Merchandise

[TG Friendly]

Address: P.O. Box 50091

Indianapolis, IN 46250

Em;li[:TSﬁ—'iI,:?.046@(:01upnsvrw'.cum
Web: http://al.com/dsm/gender.html

Product Line: Symmetric teardrop
solid back, unweighted mastectomy
pads (latex foam, washable tricot
cover.) Thin shelled pads. Size&Price:
XS, S, M, L: 25.998US each (mastec-
tomy pal(ls}

Dr. Leonards Health Care Catalog

Phone: 1-718-768-0010

Address: 74-20th Street,

Brooklyn NY 11232

Product Line: “Silicone Comfort™:
Symmetric teardrop silicone form, 2
Yr. warranty. Cup sizes A-D, 1608US
each or 2/2908US. “Contessa™ Liquid
gel symmetric teardrop form. Cup
sizes A-D 608US each or 2/1108US
Also carries foam pads, thin shelled
forms and mastectomy bras.

Notes: One person r(-pnrtv(] agreat
dissatistaction with the customer ser-
vice of this company

Fantasies in Lace

[TG Friendly]

Phone: 1-305-581-8412

Address: PO Box 100279, Ft. Lau-
derdale, FL 33310

Web: ||li|):r'/'\n\'\\ .abmall.conv/fil/

fil.html
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Product Line: “Breast Pad” (latex
rubber) One size, 6.958/PR. “Comfort
Breasts™ (silicone symmetric [r;n'drnp3
Bra size 30-50, 3258/PR. (Also in
“Larger projection” size, 375%/PR)
“Breast Form” (Asymmetric Triangle
silicone form, pre- shaped nipples),
Bra size 30-50, 199.95% each or
349.95%/PR. “Weighted Form”
(Foam) B and C cup mll}'. beige color
458/PR

Feminine Image

312 Crosstown Dr., Ste.168

Peachtree City, GA 30269

Product Line: (Still waiting for
their catalog)

Fredericks of Hollywood

Phone: 1-800-323-9525 (24/7 - call
for free catalog)

Address: 6608 Hollywood Blvd.
P.O. Box 229

Hollywood, CA 90078-0229

Product Line: (a wide range of bras
and lingerie also available)"Silicone
Breasts” (silicone symmetric teardrop)
2398/Pr. Bra Size: A Cup: 32, 34, 36
B.C.D Cups: 34, 36, 38 “Push Up En-
hancers” (thin-shelled silicone; used to
increase cup size by one full size) 88%/
Pr. Bra Size: (size indicates original/
target cup size) AA/A, A/B, B/C, C/D

H.F.LS. forms

(Beverley, A.k.a Ben)

[TG Friendly]

Phone: 1-310-450-8740

Address: Box 762

Santa Monica, CA 90406

Product Line: Makes her own.
Size&Price: B: 84.955US + 7.45 ship-
ping C: 89.958US + 7.45 shipping, D:
94.958US + 8.25 shipping, DD:
99.958US + 9.50 shipping, (Plus Cali-
fornia sales tax if appropriate)

JC Penney Catalog

Phone: 1-800-222-6161

Address: P.O. Box 2056,

Milwaukee, WI. 53210-2056

Product Line: Call and ask for the
Jodee Catalog[ TA 009-0423 A] (this is
not a JC Penney Catalog,) This is the
full line of Jodee brand forms and ac-
cessories. The info is valid only in the
U.S. i

Mystique Intimates

Phone: Unknown

Address: NV, 36th Street

Virginia Gardens, FL 33166
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Product Line: Unknown

Take A Walk On The Wildside

[TCG Friendly]

Phone: 1-416-921-6112

Address: 161 Gerrard Street Fast
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5A 2E4

Hours: Sun, Mon: CLOSED Tue-
Fri 1OAM - 7PM Sat 10AM - 11PM

Email: info@wildside.org

Web: http//Awww.wildside.org

Product Line: Airway Ultra
Teardrop(style no. 1850, assymetrical):
400%/pr (price is Canadian$, tax ex-
empt, 2 yr. guarantee) Sizes: 4-11
(approx. 36A through a 44DD) Notes:
This is a boutique in Toronto that ca-
ters exclusively to the TG community.

Tanya Brown’s Prosthesis
Emporium(TP Brown)

[TG Friendly]

Phone: None listed

Address: P.O. Box 257

Windsor, OH 44099

Product Line: Simone W19(foam):
32$/PR Nearly Me I111: 4058/PR Natu-
ral Touch Classic: 390$/PR

Natural Touch(symmetric teardrop
and Ilt'ilr!s|ulpv):3(‘iTS/PH
Traditional(symmetric teardrop and
heartshape):2948/PR So Soft: 2858/PR
Casual: 90$/PR Attachable .\prlcs:
19.508/PR Almost U teardrop silicone
form: 2158/PR Notes: Catalog/news-
letter available for $1. [This may be in-
correct, I wrote asking for one and it
was sent free. The newsletter is a very
good resource on its own about breast
forms and 1 reccommend it for that
alone.] Tanya is a member of Tri-Ess.

Please send any comments, ideas or
corrections to bloo@eskimo.com
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Please Note:
The contents of this newsletter

are copyrighted. If you want to

reprint an article you see here,
please contact the editor for
permission. Most likely, we'll
say “Yes” but you do have to
ask us first.
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The Little Mac That Could

Older CPUs Can Still Surf The Web

J)J Maryann Kirkland

After years of bei ing intimidated l}\
computers and their owners, 1 final ]\,
got my first personal computer. A ten
year old MacPlus was sitting aslee pin
Lynn W alker’s apartment, Once the
pru[t' of Applo Computer {One whole
Mb of RAM), it now draws looks and
sounds of contempt. Lynn explained to
e that the “Plus” is the “community
computer,” passed along to needy gen-
der folk. Being unemployed, I cer-
tainly am needy.

The components sat on the kitchen
table. The wife and I locked at the
sleeping Mac with a mixture of appre-
hension and puw.]ement. A l)eige box
with a9 inch screen—you call this a
computer? So began my learning
curve, This Mac is the “junker car” 1
never rebuilt in my teenage years. Cu-
rionsl}-‘, App]e Computer uﬁeutionately
refers to the Plus as their “Model T.”
Just like the car, it was made in great
quantity and they run almost forever.

Since | was a genuine dumtny about
computers, | started by reading
Macintosh for Dummies. This book
r)pened my eves to the present real-
ity—I had neither instruction manuals
nor software disks. Both are usually in-
cluded when you buy a new Mae.
However, this Mae had an external
hard drive which contained meager
system software. Life was possible yet.

I am indebted to our own
Cyberqueen for helping me take my
first tiny little cybersteps. Upgrades
were needed before going online.
(“Upgrade™ is a high tech synonym for
“money.”) A memory upgrade (4Mb),
$200) and software upgrade (System
7.1, $25) were installed. Next step—
find a compatible modem. Today the
task is trivial, but six months ago. it
seemed as insurmountable as finding
the Holy Grail. Do not skimp on the
modem purchase—buy a complete
package: software, manual, high speed,
and fax ability. Also, once the online
bug bites you, a dedicated phone line
is worth the money.

Then the big day arrived, time to go
online, I called up my only version of
AOL.,
failed attempts, I'was compelled to call
AOL tech service. When | described
my uow]y upgmded system to llim, he
said 1 had no business trying to log on,
that AOL doesn't support older Mac
models. Finally he did relent and fur-
nished me with the modem string l

from ll'l\ llll.l‘(l (ll‘l\( r\ft( - 3 I!I.‘I.ll.‘r

needed. Mnn)' AOL users may appre-
ciate why I refer to AOL as “Aggrava-
tion On Line.”

Newbies can cut their teeth on
these popular online services as there
is very little thinking involved. Every-
thing you need is presented to you as a
menu and it’s all only one click away!
But, you pay by the hour to be pam-
pered and entertained! Full service In-
ternet providers (now thousands of
them!) function in the background.

For a flat nwnthfv clmrge you have un-
limited access to the Wired World.

Within one month’s time, I was
logged on to both AOL and Compu-
serve—an achievement, considering |
could not use the flood of software
floppies & CD-ROM disks available.
The Cateh-22 rule holds well in
eyberspace—If you can get on the In-
ternet, vou can download tons of soft-
ware. But first you must have the mini-
mum basies to get there.

Minimum Hardware Re-
quirements: Mac or IBM

A CPU with at least 4Mb RAM
(8Mb preferred).

Hard Drive, either internal or exter-
nal for software storage.

High density 3.5 inch floppy drive
(1.44 Mb drive).

Keyboard. mouse. monitor (B&W
fine, Color—Dbetter).

Modem: 14,400 bits/sec at least
(8100 new). 28,800 is better,

Microprocessor: Mac Plus (65000
or better) IBM: 386 or better (256 &
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H.D should work).

System With Luxuries:

Color Monitor (256 ¢olors min.)
A printer,
I6Mb or more of RAM
Faster CPU (PowerPC, Pentium).
Endless Storage—Removable
drives (ILomega, Syquest).

Cost:

System: Minimum [eatures: $500,

System: Luxury features: $750/$1000

System: New & awesome: $1500/$4000.

As you can see, yon can have some
“luxury” features for just a few dollurs
more. .-\ctuu]ly these features are very
standard on many computers, but il
you do not have them—they appear to
be “luxuries.”

Getting Started:

Becoming computer literate requires
time, some money and a committed ef-
fort to learning, After you buy your com-
puter system, you will most likely ac-
quire “cyber-euphoria” which will rob
you of sleep and human interaction. But
having the system is the best reason for
ﬁnding out what it ean do. Become a
“sponge.” Soak up e\-'erything about
your computer’s capabilities.

Some Sources of Information:

Computer bookstores.

Diseount bookstores: Used com-
puters go with used books.

Computer trade mngm!ines,

Computer dealers & repair shops.

Computer user groups.

Locate your local Cyberqueen or
Cyberprincess.

Contact me either online

4R @philly.infinet> or by

snail mail care of Renaissance.

Summa_rz:

This article was written to illustrate
the inexpensive option of buying used
computer systems to reach the Inter-
net for less than $500. The system 1
put together from sheer necessity is ac-
tually working below my stated mini-

mums. 1t can hl." t!(!ll(ﬂ



Dear Doctor

Renaisseamee News & Views, Vol 10, No. 6

Dr: William R. Stayton answers your questions in a monthly column.
Send questions to PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020

Dear Dr. Bill,

| am a male to female transsexual and
| am preparing to begin my transition. My
wife has stoad by me through the trying
times of self discovery and exploration |
have gone through. Now that | have de-
cided to transition we are faced with one
more question, Will we have to get di-
vorced? She is willing to stay my spouse
(the word we will use instead of “hus-
band™ or “wife") and | want her to con-
tinue to have all the legal benefits avail-
able to any other spouse. What can you
tell us congerning the necessity of a di-
vorce?

Judith

Dear Judith,

You bring up a very important and
limt‘]}' issue that others have also

:-il‘rugglﬂl with. While 1 am not a lm\}'(‘r
and cannot give legal advise, I would
like to pose a serics of questions that
you will need to get clarification on
within your own It-gml jurisdiction, It
may be (‘(1stly to see a [;m'_\f('r, but in the
long run it will be well worth it. Laws
are different in different states, but thr‘)’ are
often very precise and technical.

First, if you go for a ]egnl name
(']l.111g<= that affect
spouse’s ]q__.:l] status r(hgartlmq your
marriage and S‘[‘tﬂll'i.l] benefits?

hD\U w l" \O'I.I'I'

Second, when you apply for a legal
change of gender onall your legal docu-
affect
spouse’s status rt'g;mling benefits?
Third, if you are still married when you
have genital reassignment surgery, will
your spouse have to sign documents re-
i( -asing the surgeon from any future li-
.||}|hh from her.

F mu'th what are the insurance laws
LJf\ our state that could affect her spou-
sal rights and benefits?

Fifth, how are your rights and ben-
efits affected if clll\’til"l‘L !mpp( ns to
your spouse?

Sixth, what are the legal ramifica-
tions il you or your spouse decide to
end your marriage fnllc)\\'ing rv.ussign-
ment surgcr}'? What lmppvns if it is not

ments, how will this your

a mutlmi]}-‘ algrccnblv divoree?

There are I)mbnb[y other questions
that 1 have not t]l(mg,lll about, so it is
important that you look at all the conse-
quences of not t‘]i\-'or(-ing, but gning for
reassignment surgery. Both you and
your spouse need protection from the

legal cmnp]icntimls of your situation,

Dear Dr. Bill,

As a crossdresser one of my greatest
thrills is to be addressed as “miss”, or,
when out with a female companion, hear

TELEPHONE (215) 547-9417

OFFICE HOURS
BY APPOINTMENT

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, PH.D.

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

BUCKS MEDICAL CENTER
SUITE 12
1723 WOODBOURNE ROAD
LEVITTOWN, PA 19057

a maitre de say, “This way ladies” as he
leads us to our table. It seems to me
that lately | have been hearing the lovely
things | like to hear more often. | guess
the question | have is, am | hearing this
more often because of my greater skills
at passing, or are the people | deal with
in public becoming more aware and toler-
ant of transgendered people?

Elaine

Dear Elaine,

The answer to your question is prob-
“both”

cient you become in crossdressing, the

ably are true. The more profi-
more likelihood you will be able to pass
in |m]:|i(' I also believe that the more
experience  you have in pl:hh(. the
more umlu]f.m.t' you build in yourse 1f
and this can also '|n a factor in passing,
A lot of people are “read” because of
their insecurity and demeanor, not be-
cause thr‘\' are: not [)ilS‘iilI)ll I also be-
lieve that in many areas, C"?P(‘thl."\ ]m,
cities, there is more tolerance of differ-
ences. One of the benefits of media
publicity, talk shows and movies that
upiun the transge nder p[u nomenon,
is that the pllllll( is more tolerant of the
behavior, especially if the stories have
been sensitive, educational and full of
positive human emotion. 1 think one
still needs to be very (_‘ill'(‘rill. ]l()\\'(‘\'(‘l"
when in smaller towns and conservative
areas of the country. There is also a lot
of hoslilit_\' and intolerance out :

there in our world. &

FOf NORTHERN
NEW ENGLAND

AUGUSTA, ME 04330
207-621-0858

Theseus Counseling

DIPLOMATE, AM. BD. SEXOLOGY

126 WESTERN AVE, #222

Services

ARI KANE, M.ED.
GENDER SPECIALIST

EOf GAEATER
BOSTON AREA

44 PEARL ST.
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139
617-868-3157

MC/VISA ACCEPTED
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( Transgender Warriors:
Making History from Joan of
Arc to RuPaul, by Leslie
Feinberg (hardbound, 212
pages) Boston, Massachusetts: Beacon
Press, 1996. Reviewed by Ms. Lee
Etscovitz, Ed.D., Renaissance National
Librarian.

Leslie Feinberg's Transgender
Warriors is a serious voice of passion
speaking logically to both the transgen-
de T community and the puh[l{ at Llrge
Her book passionatel) ly prmldlmb the
rlght of all pe uplt‘ c.verywhert'. to de-
fine, determine, or change their sex in
any way they choose - whether female,
male, or any point on the spectrum be-
tween. And that includes the right to
physical ambiguity and contradiction.”
She goes on to say: “My goal in this
book is to fashion history, politics, and
tlwor} into a st(‘(.]_y weapon with which

i

to defend a very opprcssc(l segment of
the l)npu]ﬂtiml." F(:iubvrg is thus both
a writer and an activist in the cause of
overcoming trunsgcndcr oppression,

As a writer, Feinberg builds a logi-
cal case for the above proclamation out
of hier extensive and ﬁlscil‘mtillg histori-
cal research. But as she herself l)oints
out, "']'ransgencler Warriors is not an
exhaustive trans history. or even the
history of the rise and development of
the modern trans movement. Instead,
it is a fresh look at sex and gender in
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KNOOK

history and the interrelationships of
class, nnliunuiil_\'. race, and st‘xuil]it_\'_"
Feinberg is quite 1‘!mln{‘ut and even
inspiring in the further clarification of
her overall purpose both as a writer
and as an activist;

Tt)(l.w, a great deal of * !_‘t‘lltil r
the ory " is abstracted from human ex-
perience. But if theory is not the crys-
tallized resin of experience, it ceases to
be a guide to action. I offer history,
politics, and theory that live and
breathe because they are rooted in the
experience of real people who fought
flesh-and-blood battles for freedom,
And my work is not solely devoted to
chronicling the past, but is a compo-
nent of my organizing to help shape
the future.

This is the heart of my life’s work.
When I clenched my fists and shouted
back at slurs aimed to strip me of my
humanity, this was the certainty be-
hind my anger. When | sputte-rcd in
pain at \\J(‘]L:m‘aning individuals who
told me, ‘1 just don’t get what you are?’
- this is what | meant. Toclal\' Trans-
gender Warriors is my answer, This is
the core of my pride.”

It is the passionate yet ]ogicul use of
history, therefore, which rivets the
reader’s attention througllout the
book. The author covers much histori-
cal ground to clarify and to support the
contemporary stmggle aguinst trans-

gender oppression. She begins with
her own personal struggle as a mascu-
line female who discovers in the study
of history the roots of her own gender
difficulties as well as the roots of trans-
gender oppression in general. Fein-
berg shows the reader evidence, both
prv]tismri(' and historic, lor transgen-
dered behavior, such as among native
Americans and in Jtl;m of Arc and Ru-
Paul. She then shows the development
ol transge :nder intolerance l)lu)tn
and oppression as part t:flh(‘ change
[rom matriarchal to p.ﬂrl.lrdl.l] socie ty,
the rise of ruimg classes, and the emer-
gence of Christianity. We are next
given the history of effort on the part
of activists - transgender warriors - to
combat injustices against the transgen-
der Lo:muulllh’ such as the Stonewall
Rebellion in '\Ie\\ York City on June
28, 1969. She also shows the close con-
nection between the struggle of
women and the struggle of the trans-
gendered for greater sell-expression. It
is in terms of this historical perspective
as a whole that Feinberg sees the basis
for making history, that is, for bringing
about social t.-lmng:- in the direction of
greater freedom for the tmnsgc‘utlc.-r(‘d
and for all the oppressed. I should add
the book is well illustrated throughout,
with a separate section devoted to even
more pictures of contemporary trans-
gender warriors. Each picture is clari-
fied with a commentary. Overall, I find
Trmlsgcm?er Warriors to be tml)' edu-
cational and even inspiring, I am bet-
ter for having read it. .
(This book is available in the &
Renaissance Bookstore at

GPC meetings.)

free consultation

Sandi's School o
Crosodnessens

Be the woman of your dreams, from
the woman who makes your dreams
come true! Join me for a private, ex-
otic and exclusive makeover in a warm
and understanding atmosphere. This
is a non-sexual service and novices are
welcome, Call (215) $§30-8373 for a
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Letters
to the

%Q
Editor

An Offer JoAnn Can’t Refuse...

Dear Ms. Roberts,

| am relatively new to the community. |
have been assoclated with the Boulton
and Park Society since 1991 and have at-
tended five Texas T Party conventions. |
read “Renaissance” and a number of
other community newsletters from
across the United States and | can not
understand what it Is you have against
the "T" Party or the Phillips.

| work with the Phillips two to three
days a week several months prior to the
“T" and | am in charge of the Tag Sale. If
in fact the Phillips were only making, let's
say $20,000 on the high side per gender
event, | am surprised they work so cheap.
| doubt you can find anyone to work such
a thankless job for so little money. Two
people working 40 hours a week for 50
weeks a year comes to $5.00 an hour.
There is no benefits or insurance, reim-
bursement for wear and tear on the of-
fice equipment or your vehicle. Now if you
deduct from the $20,000 the capital re-
quired for next year's event, the grants
to various individuals the Boulton and
Park Scciety makes each year, plus tele-
phone, stamps and printing expenses,
and | am sure | left something out that
brings the $5.00 and hour the Phillips's
are working for to even less.

The Texas T Party is the least expen-
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sive of any gender event around and the
only event that gives a price break to
couples. Also Cynthia works with the ho-
tel to get the least expensive room rates
avallable plus this year a very nice break-
fast was included in the room rate. As
far as | know, the “T" Party is the only
gender event that gives complimentary
reglstration and meals to Virginia Prince.

Would you please come to the 9th An-
nual Texas “T" Party which again will be
held in Dallas from March 11 to March 16.
Then if you find something wrong with
what we do, you can write about it first
hand and not get second hand informa-
tion from your news network. If you will
come to the “T" | would like to treat you to
the Wednesday night dinner on the town
as we herd into the bus en femme and en
masse. Who can resist a free dinner!

Yes, Cynthia and Linda Phillips were
ready to quit because they were tired. We
are hoping that word of mouth and the
Internet will do more work for us this
year. We personally talk to 75% of the at-
tendees at least twice before the “T"
even starts. There are a lot of scared
crossdressers out there that need reas-
surance. They do not trust themselves
and they certainly do not trust us. There
is a lot more to putting on a gender
event than lining up a hotel and arrang-
ing meals.

Please come to the next “T" and see
where the money goes.

Sincerely, Bonnie B

Dear Bonnie,

Who can resist a free dinner? 1 can.
I'm on a diet. All of the things you claim
the Phillips do to make the “T™ a great
event are done by every organization

il“[ifﬂl' 1"('|‘5("| \\'il[) p“l.‘; 01 an L'\'t‘lll.
However, my point was the “T" is pre-
sented to the vmnmnnil)‘ as an event
sponsored by a not-for-profit organiz-
tion which it is not. I think the “T" is a
agreal event and recommend it to many
people each year. But, please, don't
pretend it’s run on altruism.

Dear Eds, or Edwinas,

Congratulations on you're being on-
line! However, | regret | won't be request-
ing (ordering or downloading anything
from “ren." The reason is that on my
server my email address is always fol-
lowed conspicuosly by my male name in
parentheses. It's a standard rule. Mine
is a non-commercial server. | suspect
there are a lot of others out there (out
here?) who are in the same position.

Love, Stella N

Dear Stella,

I have to point out three things: (1)
It's totally up to you what appears after
your email address when you send
someone a message. (2) Your name
only appears in outgoing messages, I
you give someone your email address
through snail mail or on a cocktail nap-
kin, they won't learn your male nameby
sending you messages, unless you reply.
(3) We would never under any cir-
cumstances reveal any information
about any of our subscribers—for ei-
ther the print or email editions. So, if
you or anyone else would like the
convienience of getting the text version
of News & Views in their email hox
have no fears concerning security.

We're on your side. g

Chester, Pa. 19013

“... Electrolysis. I've been through it.
I can help you through it.”

Jenell A. Ashlie

Professional Electrolysis

61028722091

7 Dr. A. S. Nubel

of Gender Identity Disorders (TV/TS)

Individuals
Marriage & Family
Groups
683 Donald Dr. N. (908) 722-9884
Bridgewater, NJ 08870 Fax (908) 722-0666

Psychotherapist

Specialized in Treatment

Insurance Accepted
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Transgraph Enterprises

Jine Ouality

Wigs & Wig Care Products

Call for a
Free Brochure
(24 hours)
Leave a message
request either :
return call
{giving date and
time you want
your call returned)

ﬁi’nge'zi'e
/So utfque

Lingerie from
Small to Queen 4X

Bras: 32 to 52H mo;;rcg;”blt}
137 MacDade Boulevard
Folsom, PA
19033
610.532.4372

Cdtips...

Over a decade of experience| in wardrobe & cosmetics

g from America Online
“In life there are no guarantees, but without trying there are only regrets.”
“Let this gg take you from debutante to goddess and beyond.”

SERVICES

Consulting Fhotography

Wardrobe Specialist Salon a la carte

Glamour Application — Manicuring, sculpting, wraps, kapping & gels
Feminine Comportment - Pedicure, therapeutic foot massage

y ~ Featuring the 3 minute nail drying system
Wig Selection and Maintenance - Pull Epilation, organic & conventional

Lynda K. Krupa
Transformation Expert
Phone: 215-878-3383
Cdtips@AOL.com

Call now for your free initial consultation.
All inquiries strictly confidential.

Supporting Member of Renaissance & Tri-Ess ( | e L
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May 4, 1996 proved to be an his-
toric date in the Garden State, the date

that three New Jersey “Gender
Groups,” Renaissance affiliate MOTG,
Chi Delta Mu Tri-Ess, and Sigma Nu
Rho Tri-Ess worked together to pro-
duce a stellar evening of entertain-
ment, dinner, dancing, and informal
social discourse. From the oversized
Presidential Suite at the luxury Clarion
Hotel and Towers, which served as a
hospitality suite and changing area be-
fore and after dinner, to the friendly
and professional hotel staff, the stage
was set for this remarkable evening.

It was a celebration for the entire
gender community, where husband
and wife could dance together, freely
express themselves, meet and ex-
change discourse with “drag queens,”
transsexuals, hermaphrodites, as well
as admirers, both male and female, We
even had a first time "pnl)]iv“ Cross-
dresser who thanked us and others for
making that “giant step” so easy. La-
bels? Who cared!

The vegetable crudité was adequate

tlurinf_{ the cocktail |1mlr, as well as the
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g With Babs

Starshine Over New Jersey:

by Carol and Babs

salad that comprised the first course.
The quality and portion size of the ten-
der Chicken Frangaise with steamed
vegetables over wild rice was a pleas-
ant surprise, as was the flexibility of
the kitchen staff to accomodate some
of the guests who requested special
diet dishes—without prior notice. Our
only complaint was the busboy kept
taking our drinks away before we fin-
ished them! Voicing our complaint to
the bartender resulted in free replace-
ments! Dessert was a very tempting
mocha cheesecake with a chocolate
crust that taxed our will power-_..it also
taxed Bab's waist cincher!

Music... Music... Music! Through-
out the evening we danced to continu-
ous music provided by D] Karen
Ward, who, whenever possible, filled
our requests. Slow songs, Lindys, latin
rhythms, a little disco, and yes, the
Electric Slide too! Sulllt‘liullg_,iul ev-
eryone to enjoy! Toward the end there
were a lot of tired, but happy stock-
inged feet... everyone seemed to
dance... no wallflowers!

The highlight of the evening was
prm":df‘(] h}' our hl)l't'iill entertainer,
the reigning “Miss Drag New York
City,” the beautiful and talented song-
bird, Miss Victoria Weston. Impecca-
bly attired in a classically inspired
\\llltt Bown wi ith g 1.,01([ [mrs and trim on
the bodice to taste 111”}-. yet ntrtmgl}-.
suggest dvcn”rtngr, she made a stun-
ning presence in her “bob” styled
blonde wig, A sight suggesting the best

Prom Night

of Marilyn, Lana and Veronica Lake!
Then she began to sing! We blinked
and there was Judy Garland, then
Helen O'Connell and Benny
Goodman’s band... a little country with
Patsy Cline. The audience was trans-
fixed as this midwestern “gal” gave us a
glimpse of her unique bac ermtl. We
all enjoyed and related to her original
lyrics and props used in her “junk
food” song. Her finalé, an interpreta-
tion of Judy Garland’s Rock-a-Bye
Your Baby brought a spontanoeus
standing ovation from the audience...
as well as for her encore, Wind Be-
neath My Wings. Outstanding! We've
seen Victoria |1t'-rlilrtn several times in
NYC over the past few years and she
gets better and better.. for both her
stage presence and song, she gave her
best to New Jersey!

In a novel, yet enthusiastically re-
ceived twist, the Prom Queen was se-
lected by an unbiased raffle. Marcia
was given a large bouquet of roses, a
cash prize, and becane the object of
an army of “envious” ]}lm[uﬂrn]ﬂu'l"ﬂ
She looked * For all of

these guests who so wished, a p:‘uil'ﬁ-

Illdll\t I(HI‘Q

sional p]mtt‘)gmlﬂurr took .-nllp.\|:ut.~a in
il I'I'ﬁl‘l"\-k'(] arei (’[. 1||{' }Iilul‘i MO

\] Prom Nite was conceived {l_\' Sii-
san Lynette, the nr.-\\'l_\_.' elected Presi-
dent of Chi Delta Mu. Susan not unl)
nrgamiy.t-tl the event, but also prm'idu-:i
the lovely floral decorations as well!
The problem will be how to make
next _\'c.‘lr':i affair even better!

Dermatologist...

twice nrl;til_\: It I)]'nh;]l:]_\_' works I)\ an
-'lnli—-'uull'ugt'n effect that turns down
oil Ilr-:):!n('tit,m and the l‘u‘ntlll(-ticm of
frec rult_\.' acids in the follicle. This pre-
seription medication should tlvﬁlliit‘l}‘
be monitored l}_\' a clm'mz:hn]ngiﬁl‘ be-
cause it can lower the blood pressure
and cause accumulation of potassium,
anong other side effects.

You are doing well to use the Bul-

Puf. This removes excess oil and skin
cells that cause obstruction of the lol-
licles, A salicylic acid cleanser such as
Sal-Ac is useful with the Buf-Pul.

In trt‘alliu;_: acne, the tlt'rnmtc.\]ngist

Ilil-'i access to an ill('l’t'il-‘iilig I'I'lillll)i'r UI-

beneficial [n‘m!llds. One of my favorite
regimens is Benzamycin with Retin-A.
For patients with more sensitive skin,
Akne-
mycin, or tupw.ll(]lml.nu\tl:l (Cleocin-
T) solution are effective, Sulfacet-R is a

the t‘r\'tljrnnn't-iu ointment,

{ll’_\'ll'l_i_'; lotion with a (‘nlnl‘mg agent that
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can double as makeup in a pinch. It is
u-rtuinly i _:.:un(l {and t!u-mprutit' ) cover
under umkt'll[), The new topical azclaic
acid (Azelex), seems to be as effective
as Retin-A without the photosensitizing
effects, Water-base 1||ul~<<~l|li is
]'Irl'l‘l'riii]]l' to il Iil“i.“tlll'i'/i]'l}_: *iil.“-l'.
Most

[\ulil‘lllh with acne have too much oil al-

side

“moisture” usually means “oil.”
ready, Medicine is making great strides
to defeat this

\\'Ili('!l ]le.?x ill'l'l] i lll'l‘lllilt(bll):i{.’.‘ll

lll'\'ih.‘;l I tli."t se,

(Iih’ilh’ll‘!' il 50 many (L‘III('l'HT



Shopping
With

Jessica
by Je

ea Bi‘ﬂllf’ﬂll

Greetings, girlfriends! Last month, |
mentioned the slow, but :'\'(’nill:l] ar-
rival of spring. This month, the
weather l]l(‘!l'lt‘ of a sort, continues.
With summer ng]lt around the corner,
I'm sure many of you are (l}'ing to hit
the beach, resort or pool in your best
looking swimsuit, If you've seen the
pictures x\ngr]u (lisp];tys in these pages
cach I"(‘brmnr\' then I'm sure it makes
you want to :-Ilu‘uln\ into your suit and
strut your stuff. {()La\' ‘\ngol I've
plugs g((l the Swimsuit feature! Do I get
a raise?) But what 1f‘_\0u don’t have a
suit and are unsure as to what kind to
lm}-? Well, |adivs.)r':;ul'r(' in luck, ‘cause
[ have loads c)['juic.'v info to share that
will he ]p make your decision easier.

In late \1.1r(l| I was *:lm[]mg'
Iiuuu;’h a local de ‘partment store
which had it's swimsuit collection
pmmim'ui]_\' (iispla}'(-rj. While og[ing
the gorgeous suits, | noticed a pam-
1)Ill|‘.‘l at the register which lists all the
different types of swimsuits one can
})m'. .-llnng‘ with illustrations and de-
sC rll)lums of what l‘||t‘\’ are, G r.ll:hmg
one of these pi nnpln]r-h | llmu;,,ht this
would make for a super cool, not to
mention tt)pit'u] sllt:pping column now
that bikini season is near. While space
prevents me from sl;u\\'ing the illustra-
tions, I will paint as best I can a mental
picture of what each suit looks like
while I give you the lowdown on them.

First, we have the Surplice, a style
with fabrie gathered across the bust on
one side of the waist. This draws atten-
tion away from a !-.u'g{l bust while the
diagonal lines makes the waist look
smaller. The Bandeau is a strapless suit
ideal for sunning that works well for a
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fuller busted figure. The Cummer-
bund it‘\“lt‘ where fabric is g Lalt]l{'n'(l
dead center of the waist draws atten-
tion away from a large bust while giv-
ing the 1l[u~::ou of a small waistline.
The Blouson, has a blouse like look
which leps hide the midriff while
maximizing a small bust or minimizing
a Iurg(‘ one, The Ruffled st)']r‘, with
any\\'h(‘n' from one to three tiers of
ruffles, performs the same function as
the Blouson.

The Tanksuit, a simple, uncompli-
cated, sc‘"'oxplunutor}' s{')-'lc- is best for
those (}fyou who mig’lt nchm”y want
to do some swimming,. The Low Rise
Bikini doesn’t cover a thing. With its
very low cut bottom, it leaves nothing
to hide. If you have a paunch, or a ru-
mor of one, don't even think about
lm_ying this type of suit, }-ou'll just look
si]ly. The other kind of two piece is the
High Waist Bikini. The lligh. horizon-

tal bottom of this style is goml for hid-
mg the ttmun\», stl[] it he]pw to have a
flat stomach to make it or the Low
Rise effective. Next is the Skater, a
strapless one piece style with a skirt
like bottom eovering the thig]ns, while
the Tunic/Sheath—a sort of minidress,
covers both Ilips and thighs.

What style you choose is up to you,
but here are some facts to consider
when lm.\-'ing a swimsuit. Ac-L-or(ling:: to
the p:uupi\]ot———swinu:uil sizes are dif-
ferent from dress sizes. To figure out
your swimsuit size, take your dress size
and go up one or two sizes. Case in
point: if you wear a size 8 dress. vou
will be likely to wear a size 10 or 12
swimsuit. For most of us when it
comes to swimsuits, the midrifl and

21

waistline are a noticeable concern that
can be addressed with a surplice,
blouson or cummerbund. Detail on a
top w ill adel fullness to a small bust
while dark colors seem to recede, thus
creating a slimming effect for those of
us with sizable ||ip]iut‘\ and thighs.
Where to \'}lnp for a suit? 1 )l'll;tl'l-
ment stores are .d\\ul\"« a good bet be-
cause of the large selections and vari-
ety of suits, Alimost every l)‘iuwnf suil
I've mentioned can be found at places
like Penney’s, and Sears, along with
discount stores like Ross, Filene's
Basement and Marshall’s, just to name
afew. But I urge you to shop now be-
fore all the best stuff is gone. And, of
course, when it comes to shopping,
don't be afraid to ask for llt“lp to make
a swimsuit selection. Therc is also a
magazine devoted to swimsuits and re-
lated wear, Swimsuit USA offers some
excellent sty les and various colors at
rt'm.lrk.:!}l\f good prices, nothing
higher than sixty dollars.

.at-tl}-. here's some tllmg you might
find useful on your shopping excur-
sions. | know this is a tad late to men-
tion, but eve ry Easter Qun(i.n it's a
tradition for me to watch The Ten
Commandments. It's one of my all-
time favorite movies, and not Just for
the ('Iu-:lp thrills of \x‘.lla-hing Charlton
Heston and the late, areat Yul Hr_\':uwr
l:;\ru(l(- around in skirts. After [ fin-
ished w de]Iillf.’ it this year, I was strue k
by a sudden and incredible inspiration
that I will now share with all of you,
my flock of loyal readers, .sum(‘thm!? |
prnur“y all: Jessica Brandon’s Ten
Commandments of qmpping. You'll
find them on page 24,

Don’t forget, 1 still need contribu-
tors for my column. Just send your
tips, comments and opinions to me

-(@7\'(iit'{‘llt'i.('tilH:s And, for

those of vou wha are wired

to surf the web, check out
the Renaissance homepage
at exwww ren.orgs, and
vou 'l see yours trn]\
there! In g Llnrlnuu olor to
bhoot! W ay kewl, huh?
Till next month. be
smart, buy smart and
look smart. Happy
Shopping Sisters!
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TransVamp Publications

pioadly prescnts b eaio's Debra’s Closet
O Tales of A Sexy Vampire, Second Edition ; ’ ]
; @ The SQ"vamphg Cookbook Fil'ﬁhl()ll:’.ll)l(‘ (;()llhlgl]lllt‘]lf\
{ 1 i Each volume is $20 and chiock full of m-.tlu-u'\ N(‘\\-" I_){‘Si(rl'l(il' l;‘;l‘q]]i(}ns
i | and image advice on how to look, act, and feel =4
}! ¢\ vour sexy best. Send $2 for more information I AYVAWaAVS
| ) o 2 1 . . P F
! \ 1 aboutthese books and new wig brochure. e
|{ \ \ Discretion assured LAY ] SAe
) 7 AL .
A = Mary Lerario, 2300 Walnut St, #405, = I\I aster (‘L“ (].
e Discovere
e AMEXe

Eileen Shields Pudleiner

Free Consultation * Free Brochure
L]

Dermatologist Recommended by APPOII'ltmeﬂt

A.B.E. Electrolysis Hargrove Plaza
y 2673 Haddonfield Road

Private Evening Shopping

40% off your first visit
L o A Pennsauken, NJ 08110
Allentown, Pa. 610-434-1420 609.486.9636
Hazleton, Pa. 717-455-4595
Kunkietown, Pa. 610-381-4758

Transvestite? Transsexval?
Dominant? Submissive?
Fantasies? Fetishes?
Too shy to meet in person?

Call now to where all lifestyles are treated in an
intelligent, caring, creative way. Perhaps you have
thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? Why be alone?
Call me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy exploration. Ms. Scarlet,
Sweet TV Kelly and myself are available to train or transform you into the glamour
girl, or demure girl you desire to be.

Privacy assured. Call now for free 24 hour info: 215-602-2888.
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-Ask The Dermatologist

Dear Dermatologist,

| always seem to get little pieces of
skin around my cuticles that peel back
and sometimes get sore and red. | think
they're called “hangnails? They're annoy-
ing and they sure mess up the look of my
nicely polished nails. This particularly
seems to occur in the Winter, What
causes this and how can | stop it?

Miss Shredding

Dear Shredding,

Hangnails are a manifestation of dry
skin around the nail folds. Cold dry
winter air is definitely an aggravating
factor. (You might also notice that your
nail plates are more brittle in winter.)

The worst thing you can do with a
hangnail is peel it back. This causes a
deeper injury to the skin, and possibly
infection. You may clip it cautiously
with a cuticle scissors, being careful not
to break the skin,

There are several excellent ways to
prevent hangnails. If the skin is not bro-
ken, a 12 percent lactic acid lotion
(LacHydrin) womn overnight under Sa-

ran Wrap will normalize the integrity of

the top layer, and hydrate the skin. Bag
Balm and Vitamin E oil are also effec-
tive and, unlike LacHydrin, available
without a l'!lr('b(l‘llltl(lll I'n]n\f soft,
feminine hands, Miss Shrednomore!

Dear Dermatologist,

I am in my 30's and still find myself
getting pimples. Sometimes, usually
when | have a date or other social func-
tion, | will develop a real doozy some-
where that all the world can see. (My chin
line or right beside my nose are two of
the commonest.) Nothing looks as unhip
as a strapless dress, heels and angry
red facial lump., (It's hard to even
camoflage them with makeup.) | wash my
face and | use a Buff Puff every day. How
can | stop these evil

JEAN RICHARTZ LONGMIRE, SPECIALIST

= AS EFFETIVE AS NEEDLE TECHNIQUE

= MAKEUP APPLIED IMMEDIATELY

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

“TIMELESS BEAUTY THAT NEVER ENDS"

608-770-00T0
609-782-8100

PERMANENT MAKEUP

EYEBROWS « EYELINER « LIP LINING
LIP FILL IN+ CAMOUFLAGE

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS
» PERMANENT NON INVASION TECHNIQUE
« FDA LISTED AS PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL DEVICE
= NO PITTING, SCARRING OR INFECTION

CALL FOR MENU OF OTHER SERVICES
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

PERMANENT MAKEUP things? Also, | have

heard it's dangerous

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS %o pop a pimple. Is
SYoeriiv this true?
Geritere Kathy

Dear Kathy,

Your question on
manipulating
pimples is one of the
most  significant in
dermatology. My
advice is  simple:
Don't do it! If you

are .\;qu('vr_ing a hard, painful "under-
grounder,” you have little to gain. The
pus is lmurl\ organized, and the ma-
nipulation will cause even more swell-
ing and pain. You may have a lot to lose.
In breaking the skin, you may inoculate
the area with Staph from your fingers,
thus causing a local infection called an
ecthyma. The center of the face is the
worst possible area for this to happen.
The bridge of the nose and the corers
of the mouth form the “critical triangle”
of the face. This area drains directly
backward into the venous sinuses of the
brain. Manipulation in this area may
cause a retrograde flow of bacteria back
into the brain, with possibly critical
consequences such as blood clots or en-
cephalitis.

So what do vou do with these
undergrounders? If you need a quick
resolution, a dermatologist can inject
the lesion with a tiny dose of corticos-
teroid. Hot compresses may cause the
lesion to drain spontaneously. Antibiot-
ics sometimes help, the most effective
being minocyeline, tetracycline, and
ervthromycin. Frequent application of
Benzamycin, a gel containing ervthro-
mycin and 5% be nzoyl peroxide, has
both drying and antibacterial effects,
both of which are beneficial.

If you frequently get these painful
red nodular lesions, the potassinin-
sparing diuretic spironolactone has
been helpful. The dose is 25 to 50mg

continued on page 20
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Large Selection

René of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor

Call for appointment
(610) 446-0799

((gef

and more.
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Jessica’s Ten Commandments of Shopping

I

| Thou shalt spend wisely and

sensibly.

IT  Thou shalt buy quality, not
quantity.

III Thou shalt buy clothing to
match thine age.

IV Thou shalt not scrimp when it
comes to shoes.

\Y% Thou shalt save thy receipts.

INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP COUNSELING
ON THE PERSONAL AND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS
OF GENDER VARIATIONS

Lee Etscovifz, EA.D.

HUMAN DIMENSIONS
PO BOX 471
Willow Grove, PA 19090
Ans. Mach.: (215) 657-1560
Fax: (215) 659-1331
E-MAIL: hmdm@voicenet.com

P K Consulting Associates
Patricia Klein, M.S.
Scxlmlil_\' Issue
Orientation * Gender Identity
Partners * Families

1013 Brookside Rd
Allentown, PA 18106

Box 3624
610-821-2955

X

= g § =

11

Thou shalt not buy cosmetics
at the drug store.

Thou shalt not buy wigs
through mail order.

Thou shalt look at all times

for sales.

Thou shalt demand good

customer service.

Thou shalt remember: “Cash

is queen! No matter how thou
art dressed!”

CREATIVE
PSYCHOTHERAPY
ASSOCIATES

BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST
Individual, Family, Marital,
Divorce & Sexual Counseling

Judith D, Dean
Ed. D., M. Div., M.S.

Suite 110
55 Princeton-Hightsown Rd.
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550

(609) 27546556
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Angela Gardner
Managing Director 987 Old Eagle School Road, Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087
Phone: 610-975-9119, Email: bensalem@cpcn.com

Dear Renaissance Member,

Enclosed is a research survey put out by a student at the University of North
Carolina. The student is attempting to find answers to many of the questions
surrounding why we are the way we are . Please take some of your time and fill
out the questionnaire, When you have answered everything please mail it to the
Renaissance Office. The address is above. Please put the completed survey in
the mail no later June 20, 1996. Don't put your name or address anywhere on
the survey. The researcher does not want to know your identity. By having us

mail all the completed forms to her you will be kept totally anonymous.

Thank you for taking the time to fill out the form and as soon as the survey
results are released you can read all about them in Renaissance News & Views.



Social Influence and

Happiness Questionnaire
— 1996 —

Hﬂary H. Edwards, Investigator
University of North Carolina - Charlotte

Informed Consent Statement
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY:

This project is being conducted as part of the requirements for a Master of Arts degree from
the Department of Sociology &t the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. Il is designed
to measure male transgender activity. Your participation is completely vo/uniary. You do not
have to complete this survey. You may skip any question you do not wish to answer. Most
of the questions are of 3 personal nature. You need 1o be aware thal your responses are
| lolally anonymous they cannot be linked back to you. Do Nof put your name or other
identifying information anywhere on this questionnaire. Remember, your answers cannot be

linked back to you and you can choose not to answer any questions you are uncomforiable
with.

Thank you for your cooperation and participation.

This guestionnaire has received zpproval from

the Human Subjects Committee al UNC-H | If you have any questions regarding this survey E
Charlotte. UNC-Charlotte is eager lo ensure that please contact the investigalor

all research participants are {reated in a fair and Hilary H. Edwards

respectful manner. If you have any concems or or the investigator's thesis committee chair

questions about your lreatment as a subject in
this project, please contact:

David Test
Department of Teaching Specialties
UNC-Charlotte
Charlotte, NC 28223

Dr. Larry Lance, Professor
¢/o The Department of Sociology
UNC-Charlotte
9201 University City Boulevard
Charlotte, NC 28223

I ey
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Part 1

The following questions are for compiling a demographic background of the respondents. Please check the most appropriate
answer or, when necessary, fill in the blanks as concisely s possible. Please note the word "ACTIVITY" is used throughout this
questionnaire. This term refers lo any transgender activity in which you have ever been associated with (to include but nol
limited to):

* Felishistic Cross-dresser - As the term is used in this questionnaire, refers to individuals who wear female clothing only to
achieve sexual arousal. These individuals have a very low level of conviction to the female gender .

* General Cross-dresser (or Transvestism)- As the term is used in this questionnaire refers to individuals who wear female
clothing to express their ‘'soft’ (female) side, regardless of their sexual orientation. This type of activity usually does not
prompt sexual arousal. these individuals have some female gender conviction but predominately identify with the male
gender.

* Jransgenderism - As the term is used in this questionnaire refers to individuals who prefer to blend their 'soft’ (female) side
and ‘hard' (male) gender identities. This term is used to identify androgynous individuals. These individuals have neither
predominately male or female gender convictions bul strike a balance between the two.

* Gender Dysphoric- As it is used here, refers to individuals with strong female gender convictions but due to varying
circumstances cannol or will not make the commilment to lifestyle changes as those who are (ranssexual.

+ Transsexualism - As it is used here, are those individuals who have strong female gender convictions and have made 2n
extreme effort to change their lifestyle to correspond with their dominate gender identity. In other words these individuals live
life full time as females even if they have not had sex reassignment surgery.

Please answer the questions based on your specific type of activily.
These items may be sensitive to some people. Your participation is 7O7TALLY VOLUNTARY.
You may choose to discontinue participation at any poinl.

Keep in mind all responses are anonymous and cannot be linked back to the respondents.

1. Age 2. Race/Ethnic Identity: Please do not
OAfrican-American write in this
QOCaucasian area
OAsian
OHispanic ——
UNative American 1y
QOther (please specify) § 7
3 Marital Status: 2 ___ ___
OSingle 4. If married number of years: 8
OMarried » | 5.1f married, does your spouse know about your '« P
?‘D‘W’CEG al:lc\t,::i;y? 6. If you answered 'yes’ to item 5, e
- Widowed aN how did your spouse find out? (4) —
—JOther e DYouTold  Oby accident
OShe deduced OSomeone Else () —

OOther

7. If you answered ‘yes’ to item 5,
how did your spouse’s discovery
affect your relationship?

3 |f ever married, number of times?

(8]

Religious affiliation:

OStrong Negative Affect

_IDrotes_lant OModerate Negative Affect

JCatholic Qslight Negative Affect (8)—20— —
JJewish UStrong Posttive Affect

J0ther OModerate Positive Affect .
_INone

OSlight Positive Affect

g i

SR T Y I T A Y.

10 Are you dressed en femme while responding to this questionnaire? OYes ONo

A T3S RN TR R T AT S L S | S L T S e
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Part 1 continued. ..

11. Occupation:

12. Your Annual Income:
O Less than $25, 000
(J $25,001- 50,000
0 $50,001- 100,000
O More than $100,001

13. Highest level of education:
OHigh school diploma or less
OSome College
02 year degree
04 year degree
OMasters degree
U Ph.D. or equivalent
0 Other (please specify)

14. What was your biological gender at birth?
(Le. what sex was placed on your birth certificate)
O Male
O Female

15. At what age did you start your activity?

16. What do you consider to be your gender identity?
0 Male (meaning more male than female aspects)
O Female (meaning more female than male aspects)
O Androgynous (meaning a blending of both male and female aspecits)

17. Based on your physical gender at the present time, how would you classify your sexual
orientation?

O Heterosexual (meaning you are physically male/ sexually oriented towards females)

0O Heterosexual except when en femme

0 Homosexual (meaning you are physically male/ sexually oriented towards males or

you are post operative female attracted to females)

O Bisexual (meaning regardless of your physical gender you are sexually attracted to
both males and females)

J Asexual (meaning regardless of your physical gender you are not sexually attracted
to males or females)

18 Have you ever been diagnosed by a medical doctor as having a physiological ailment or
disorder which might promote your desire to participate in your transgender activity?
(i.e. a chromosomal defect or other medical finding)
OYes
UNo

1S Do you have any children?
OYes
ONo

20. If you answered 'yes' to item 19:
# of daughters
# of sons

\

Please continue to Part 2

Please do

not write in
this area
7 i )
2% 27
(2 _____
28 o9
(13) __
0 il
(14) __ ___
32 3
(15)
16y ___ _
s w
i) (—
3 x
(18) ___
40 4]
(19 ___
2 O
(200
PR
a8 a1




Part 2

The following questions pertain to your behavior and attitudes toward your activity. Check the most
appropriate box or fill in the blanks when necessary. Please note the term ‘ACTIVITY’ refers to your specific
type of transgender behavior. Also, remember your answers cannot be linked back to you. These tems may

be considered sensitive to some people.
Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY.
You may choose to discontinue participation at any point.
Your anonymity is assured.

21. Have you ever '‘purged’ of any transgender activity?

QO Yes ﬁ

22.
23.
24,

0 No

If you answered 'yes' to tem 21, # of times you have purged?
If you answered 'yes' to item 21, at what age did you first purge?
If you answered ‘yes’ to item 21, what do you feel was your main reason for
purging?

25. If you answered 'yes' fo item 21, how long was the longest purge period you have
ever experienced?
If you answered 'yes' to tem 21, what prompted you to start your activity again?

Qa Do not know

0 Had a strong unexplainable desire | could not ignore

O Personal situations changed which made it easier to participate

0 Other (please explain)

26.

27. Do you think you will ever purge again?
I Yes }
O No 28. Please briefly explain your answer to item 27.
Q Unsure

| ¥ commr s =y 4 ot Ay ey T o PR M T P 1N TR TS T e s § e T

e e e = 05

ot

{

29 If you could change the amount and/or type (please refer back to "ACTIVITY' definitions
in part 1 if necessary) of your current activity without any social conflicts would you:
O Keep your activity at its current amount and type
U Increase amount of your current activity bul not change type of activity
1 Change type of activity but not change amount of activity
- Change the type of activity and increase the amount of activity
(1e. you currently consider yourself a moderate cross-dresser but would like to
become transsexual)
d Decrease the amount of your current activity but not change the type of activity
U Decrease the amount of your activity and change the type of activity
(i.e. you are currently 2 moderate cross-dresser but would like to be able to purge
permanently)
J Other (please explain)
30 If you were fold of a new medication that would halt your desire for any type of
transgender activity, would you take it?

3 Yes O No Q Unsure
31. If it were socially acceptable would you participate in your activity full ime?
0 Yes O No

32 Number of years you have been participating in any transgender activity?

Do not write in
this area
(21)

@ a9

(22) __ ___

50 51

(23) __

52 2

5

oy} P

28—

5 57

(26)

3 <3

v} [—

60 &1

a

(28)___

) S

€5

B0)_____

&5 &7

(31) __ ___

(32) __

70

7




Part 3

The gquestions in this section ask you to think about your CURRENT transgender activity. When answering
these questions please respond according to how you feel today regarding your transgender activity. All the
questions in this section pertain o how you think people in certain areas of your life feel (or would feel if they
knew) about your activity. Please mark the box which is most approprate fill in the blank as concisely as
possible when necessary.

These items may be sensitive to some people.

Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY.

You may choose to discontinue at any point.

Please remember all responses are anonymous and they cannot be linked back to you.

33. How often do you participate in your activity currently?
a Daily
(] At least once a week
0 More than twice a week (33)
O Less than once a month B R
Q Other (please specify)

Do not write in
this area

34. Do you participate in your activity publicly in your community? (34) i
(Community refers to a 35 mile radius of your primary residence)

g ;25 - feslk you answered ‘no’ to item 34, please briefly explain

why you choose not to.

(35 ___

17

L8 )
(8)]

Do you participate in your activity publicly in other cities or areas away from your

primary residence? (512) B
O Yes TR
U No

3

by

What size community have you lived in the majority of the past 5 years?
U Less than 10,000
0 10,001-50,000 @7
0 50,001-100,000 S
0 100,001 or more

38 How old were you when you began your current activity? (38)

82 -2}
39. How long was it from the time you thought about your current activity to actually
participating in your activity?
O Less than 6 months (39)
0 6-11 months et &S
O 1-5 years
11 6-10 years
U More than 10 years




i Do not write in |
Part 3 continued ... | o not write in

this area
40. Has the amount of your current activity changed in the past 5 years? (49) T
0O Decreased 41. If you indicated a change in the amount of your
O Increased ’ activity in item 40 please breffly explain how it has @)
O Unchanged changed. g
42. Have you ever considered changing the type of your current activity? (42)
O Yes T e
0 No
43. How happy are you with the amount and type of your current activity?
O Not at all = -
O Slightly Happy } 44. If you responded ‘not at all’ or ‘slightly happy" |} (43) ——_
0 Moderately Happy to item 43, please describe what it would take |
0 More Happy than Not Happy for your happiness level regarding your §
Q Extremely Happy activity to increase? | (44) s o
45 If you expect your happiness with your aclivity o change in anyway over the next 5
years please explain why. (45) —

46. What type of transgender activity do you currently participate in?

Q Felishistic Cross-dresser- As the lem is used in this questionnaire, refers lo individuals who wear female clothing (46)
only lo achieve sexual arousal. These individuals have a very low level of comaclion lo the female gender . %

U General Cross-dresser (or Transvestism) - As the term is used in this questionnaire refers to individuals who
wear female clothing lo express their 'soft’ (female) side, regardless of Lheir sexual orientation. This type of aclivity usually
does not prompl sexual arousal. these indiduals have some female gender comviction bul predominately idenlify with the
male gander,

O Transgenderism - As the lerm is usd in this questionnaire refers 1o individuals who prefer to blend their ‘soft
{femal2) side and ‘hard’ (male) gender idenlities. This term is used lo idenlify androgynous individuals. These
indnviduals have neither predominately male or female gender comvictions but sinke a balance between the two.

dGender Dysphoric - As it is used here, refers 1o individuals with strong female gender convictions bul due (o varying
crcumstances cannol of will not make the commitment 1o lifestyle changes as those who are lranssexual.

J [ranssexualism - As it is used here, are those individuals who have strong female gender convictions and have made an

extreme effort lo change their lifestyle lo comespond with their dominate gender identity. In other worts these
indmiduals live life full time 2s females even if they have nol had sex reassignment surgery,

- Other (please specify)
47 If the above types of transgender aclivity were placed on a continuum ranging from

lowest level of female gender conviction on the left to the highest level on the right, (47) __ -
where would you place yourself on the continuum? o e
B a Q a a a
: 2 3 4 5 6 8 __—

4% Has your type of transgendered activity ever changed?

0 Yes — |49. If your activity has changed, at what age did you change?
O No 50. How has it changed?




Part 3 continued . ..

51. Do any family members know about your activity?
UYes

ONo——7F—

52, If you answered 'no’ to item 51,
do you think you will ever tell
anyone in your family?

pETvE R AT

O Yes
O No

53. Please explain your answer to item 52.

54. How much disapproval in regards to
your activity do you feel you face (or would face if they knew) from you family regarding
your activity?

0O None

U Some

O Moderate

Q Large amount
O Extreme

55. How strongly is your transgender activity influenced by the pressure of social

disapproval?
0 Not at all
O Slightly
O Moderately
O Strongly
O Very Strongly
56. How long have you been in a support or peer group for your activity?
57. How important is your group in regards to your happiness with your activity?
U Not at all
Q Slightly
O Moderately
O Very
U Extremely
58. How stifled do you feel today in regards to your activity by family and close friends?
U Not at all
0 Slightly
O Moderately
O Strongly
d Very Strongly
} How stifled do you feel today in regards to your activity by the community in which you live?
{J Not at all
O Slightly
O Moderately
U Strongly
U Very Strongly
50 How happy do you expect to be in the next 5 years in regards to your activity?
0 Not at all
0O Slightly
) Moderately
0 Strongly
0 Very Strongly

w
w

Do not write in

this area
(81) __ ___
(82)
110 m
(53)___
(54) 114 Tﬁ-
U173 e
116 117
(56) s
(57) ___
120 1
(58) ___ ___
12 13
(58) _____
(60)______




Part 3 continued . ..

61. How much disapproval in regards to your activity do you feel you face (or would face if
they knew) from your boss/co-workers regarding your activity?
O None
O Some
O Moderate
O Large amount
0O Extreme
62. Thinking back to when you first considered your current activity, has it made you as
happy as you expected it would?
O Yes
U No
63. Do you feel social attitudes toward the type of activity you participate in have changed
over the past 10 years?

O Vas-forikie better 64. If you indicated in item 63 you believe sociely'si
0 Yes. they're worse attitudes have changed, has this change g
0 No cI:hange affected your decision on how you participate

in your activity? .
0 Yes — |65. If you answered 'yes’ to

0 No item 64, choose a
response which closely
reflects how this change
has affected your activity.
O Positive Influence on

66. How ‘closeted’ are you with your
activity?
U Extremely closeted P
0 Very closeted
O Moderately closeted

, my activity
=y canted O Negative Influence on
O Not at all closeted my activity
O No Influence on my

67. At what point did you become comfortable with, or
begin to like the thought of yourself having a female
image?

O In early chidhood

U Teen years after some experimentation with
cross-dressing

O After many years of transgendered activity l

activity

0 Have not yet become comfortable with the
mental image of myself as a female

in when you became comfortable with or began to like

the thought of yourself has having a female form?
(see types describred in item 46 - wrile in answer here)

69. At what age did you become comfortable with the
thought or mental image of yourself as female?

70 Are you now or have you ever been a member of another transgender organization?
JdYes O No

71 How often do you attend your organizational meetings?
0 Monthly O Bi-monthly O 4 times per year U 1time per year U Never

68. What type of transgender activity were you participating §

Do not write in

this area
(61) ___ ___
128 1%
(62)
130 3
(63) Han
132 1.
64) ___
134 135
(65) __
(66)
138 12
(67) ___
140 141
68) ___ ___
142 1
NC
144 145
(70) __ ___
145 147
4 )

148 148




Part 4

The questions in this section ask you to think about your_past transgender activity. Past
aclivity refers any activity you may have participated inin the prior to today. When answering
these questions piease reflect back to when you first began participating in any transgender
activity and respond according to how you recall feeling at that time. All questions in this
section pertain to how you think people in certain areas of your life have felt (or would have
felt if they had known) about your ‘activity. Please mark the box which is most appropriate
or fill in the blank as concisely as possible when necessary.

These items may be sensetive to some people.

Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY.

You may choose to discontinue participation at any point.

Please remember all responses are anonymous and they cannot be
linked back to you.

72. What type of transgender activity did you begin actually participating in?

Q Fetishistic Cross-dresser- As the term is used in this questionnaire, refers lo individuals who wear female clothing
only to achieve sexual arousal. These ndividuals have a very low level of conviction to the female gender .

Ul General Cross-dresser (or Transveslism) - As the term is used in this questionnairz refers lo indniduats who
wear female clothing Lo express their "soft’ (female) side, reqardless ol their sexual onentation. This type of aclivily usually
does nol prompt sexual arousal. these individuals have some female gender conviction but predominately identify with the
male gender,

U Transgenderism - As the term is used in this questionnaire refers to individuals who prefer to blend Iheir ‘soft
(female) side and ‘hard’ (male) gender identities. This term is used lo identify androgynous indviduals. These
indraduals have neither predominalely male or female gender convictions but strike a balance between the two.

Q) Gender Dysphoric - As it is used here, refers o indnviduals with strong female gender convictions but due to varying
tircumstances cannol or will nol make [he commitment lo lifestyle changes as those who are (ranssexual,

QO Transsexualisim - 4s itis used here, are those individuals who have strong female gender convictions and have made an
exireme effort to change their lifestyle lo correspond wilh their dominale gender identity. In other words these
individuals [rve life full time as females even if they have not had sex reassignment surgery.

0O Other (please specify)

73. Please indicate any activity you feel has applied to you in the past.

(Please mark in order of occurence 1 for first, 2 for second, 3 for third, etc.)
QO Fetishistic Cross-dresser -
QO General Cross-dresser for Transveslism)
U Transgenderism
Q Gender Dysphoric
U Transsexvalism
U Came lo like the thought of yourself as being female
01 Other (please specify)

74 How long was it from the time you first thought about participating in any transgender
activily fo actually taking part in your first activity?
 Less than 6 months
0 6-11 months
Q 1-5 years
U 6-10 years
U More than 10 years

75 When you first began your activity how often did you participate?
0 Daily
U At least once a week
O More than twice a week
O Less than once a month
O Other (please specify)

Do not write in
this area

{7

130 13

(73) _____

152 153
= TE

156 157

i W,

1580 189

(75) __

161 162




7 Part 4 continued. ..

76. How long did it take you to go from privateparticipation to public participation of your activity?
Q Less than 6 months
0 6-11 months
Q 1-5 years
0 6-10 years
QO More than 10 years
77. When you first began your activity how happy were you when you actually participated in it?
O Not at all
Q Slightly Happy
O Moderately
O More happy than not happy
O Extremely Happy
78. When you first began your activity did you ever wish to become more exteme with the
type if activity you were participating in? (For example, if you began by cross-dressing
did you ever wish to become female permanently?)
a Yes
O No
79. When you first began your activity did you ever wish you could increase the amount of
your activity to an extreme level? (Fro example, if you began by cross-dressing

occassionaly did you ever wish you could cross-dress everyday?)
Q Yes
Q No
80.When you first began your activity did you participate publicly at all in your community?
Qa Yes
U No
81. What size community did you live in when you first began your activity?
O Less than 10,000
Q 10,001-50,000
Q 50,001-100,000
0 100,001 or more
82 When you first began did any family member know about your activity?
3 Yes
U No
83. How much disapproval did you feel you faced (or would have faced if they had known)
from your family at the time?
O None at all
2 Slight
- Moderate
- Great deal
- Extremely Happy
How long from when you first began your activity to when you joined a support or peer
group?
QO Less than 6 months
3 6-11 months
J 1-5 years
- 6-10 years
J More than 10 years
How does the amountof your past activity compare to the amount of your current
activity?
O | participate now less than when | began
O | participate now more than when | began
Q | participate now about the same as when | began

(83)
§ <8

(@ 5]

wn

Do not write in

this area
(76) __
188 154
i S
165 155
(78) _ ___
167 153
(79) __
189 170
o)
imn 2
81)__
173 174
(82)
175 178
(83) __
177 178
(84) .
179 180
(85) ___
181 82




Part 4 continued . ..

86. How stifled do you think your early activity was because of your family?
0 None at all
Q Slight
O Moderate
QO Great deal
QO Extremely Happy
87. How stifled do you think your early activity was because of your community/ classmates
or peers?
U None at all
O Slight
0 Moderate
O Great deal
O Extremely Happy
88. How stifled do you think your early activity was because fellow workers/boss?
O None at all
Qa Slight
O Moderate
0 Great deal
QO Extremely Happy
QO Does not apply
89. Back when you first thought about starting your activity, how happy were you?
O Not at all
O Slightly
0O Moderately
Q Very
O Extremely Happy
90. How happy did you think starting your activity would make you?
0 Not at all
O Slightly
O Moderately
U Very
0 Extremely Happy
91. Looking back at when you first started any transgender activity, did the actual
participation make you as happy as you thought it would? In other words did it live up to
your expectations?
O Yes

ONo——»

92. If you answer 'no’ to item 91, breifly why do you think it i
never lived up to your expectations?

$3. Has your level of happiness changed since you began any activity?

0 Yes, Increased Happiness———»
0 No, same amount of happiness
U Yes, Decreased Happiness——»

94. If your happiness has changed please
explain your answer to item 90.

Do not write in
this area

L ——

183 1

87) ___ ___

185 186

(1:) S

187 183

L N

188 180

(80)

191 192

... .

193 1M

92 __ __

195 155

(93) __

197 153

(94) ___ ___

198 200




Parts

Responses are to be completely anonymous.

This section of questions pertains to your current and future behavior and preceptions regarding your
transgender activity. Check the most appropriate box or fill in the blanks when necessary. These items may
be considered sensetive to some people. Your participation is TOTALLY VOLUNTARY. you may choose to

discontinue participation at any point. Also, please remember your answers cannot be linked back to you.

N

95. Do you expect the disapproval you experience (or feel you would experience if your Do not write in
employer knew) to affect your activity in the future? this area
g :1? 96. If you answered ‘yes' to item 95, how do you feel it (95)
will affect your activity. ™
O Slight positive affect O Slight negative affect
0 Strong positive affect 0 Strong negative affect (96) e
97. How much community or peer disapproval do you expect to encounter in the future
compared to what you currently experience? (97)
OlLess disapproval 0O Same amount of disapproval O More disapproval EET
98. Do you expect the type of activity you participate in to change in the future? (98)
QYes —» ST ™y 207 8
0 No 99. If you answered ‘yes’ to item 98, what type of activity do you 1
O Unsure expect to participate in in the future? !
| 00
09 210
e — — i - e 7 - e s g =
100. Do you expect the amount of your activity to change in the future? (100)
g :jis 101. If you answered ‘yes' to item 100, how do you expect it to =
= - change? O Expect to increase my aclivity j|(101) ____
0 Expect to decrease my activity ik
e ey 1 s it v~ T o s e s
102 Uo you expect your level of happiness regarding your activity to change in the future? | (102)
OYes —» = 215 216
O No 103. If you answered 'yes' to item 102, how do you expect your
O Unsure happiness to change?
O Slight increase O Slight decrease (103) T
Q Great deal more 0O Great deal less
R e e e (104)
104 If you expect the disapproval you experience from family members to change in the ol
future please explain.
U No, do not expect any change
. . - (105) ___
105 Please use this space for expressing any additional comments you fel would be helpful 2 !
in understanding your past and present perceptions and your future anticipations regarding
your activity.

This concludes the questionnaire. Please double check to make sure you answered all questions. Remember AO7 to sign your name or
put any identifying informalion on this questionniare. Please retum this questionnaire to the participating organization which sent it to you.

Thank You For Your Valuable Cooperation






