A HARLEY STREET special-
ist ‘who has studied - the,
problems of men who dress
up “'as women for, over 30 it
years, # told H‘m'y war-
schauer: ¢ A

“Eyery’ smgje fcmale im-
hcrsonator I have ‘ever seen
has been a sic¢lg person. There
‘may, be.some who»;are nor- *
mal, “but ) £ have never met”
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“How dues thxs kmd of’
nuxup start 7 My case his- 4}
‘-‘nmwum.u- e
vfories show’ that it begin
early«in childhood,, ¢
i/ *The . child . comes into
| contact with other Meople in
| terms of needs, ' Oné of the
most @important  of/ these:
needs is the v need Ior"
approval, = .0 " i

“Yf the child does'not get
approval it may: uac‘”)n iwo.
ways.. . An aggressive child
will react with tantrums and
ishows/, ot -temper. (A4 non
aggressive child wnl reut; i
by trymg to become Fomeone
else.

“The fittle boy wnll rea.ct by
feeling th.n if he \ver,e.a. little i
girl he would ‘get, the. npproval
of the adults, and so the seed is
planted in his mind, -

“Because the child’s idea of
women is purely external, they

fasten on the dlﬂerence in
4 dress.

3
A8
£
|2
i-

B

4

ESCAPE

s l_t is simply a matter of role-
playing, The ' people who
grow up from these children
escape from the real problems
of real life by trying to play a,E\
different role.

“But it remains a child’s idea
of the role — that they become
women - just bv’ lookmg hke
women, :

S \? “As they _grow,up', their sex

&

“irole and their actnal sexl-,
function fail to become inte-
grated, !

“Real  women look like
women, act like ‘women 'and
actually function as women, and
‘.Sthc same for men,
o Many of my patlents ‘get
married and have children, but
they still dress up.' . They per-

ing children,’ but stlll play ath
being women, ;. ) i

fu phis’ g what leads to the
conflict in their' minds.”

'OPERATIONS

The  specialist’ went on;
> “Many of the drag artists 1
;have seen in my practice go to

extraordinary fengths to im-
93 prove thelr _appearance — as

{ hormone . treatment, for
example,.:

“If a man is glven fema.le'
sex hormones it will give him a
%7 semblance of female breasts; fatl
m&'m distribution in.the body will bei
,}altered to give a more femalef
appearance, and the sex drive)
Y will be reduced. ‘ !
“ Others will ask for more&,

J radical operations — complete
"’é};f' castration, even the creation of
artificial female sexual organs,

“ Others will ask for cosmetie}
| surgery—for example, Lo altert;,
their jaw line to make it more §
feminine. L

“But for many years now I
have refused to give or recom-
mend such treatment, E

“The reason is that all suoh‘
treatment merely makes the,‘
L‘conﬂxcu ,worse,” L




