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“ ... a fascinating window into the lives and
concerns of Indian Americans.”

The Complete Indian American Magazine

“Thank you for the extraordinarily balanced view
You strive to provide on the various issues relating
to India and ity people. I can 't say that I have seen
another publication that matches the quality and
diversity India Currents has.”

S.N. Chandrasekhar
Subscriber from Long Beach, California

“I find your magazine comforting, exhilarating,
and uplifting.”
Arlene Sagan

Subscriber from Santa Clara, California

“It is being liked by folks here in the Midwest as
well, Some of the articles are very frank and
illustrative of the phenomenon we are
experiencing in terms of Indian immigration to the
USA"

Sushil Oswal
Subscriber from Cincinnati, Ohio

Charge by phone today!

“India Currents has grown to be a valuable
resource in the Bay Area to reach people interested
in the culture of India about events, and as a
resource of artists, writers, and performers.”

Aislinn Scofield
Outreach/Public Programs Coordinator
Asian Art Museum, San Francisco

“The magazine has continued to blaze its way 1o
high qualiry and comprehensive coverage. It also
plays an invaluable role as a link between the
community of Indian erigin and Americans
interested in India and in South Asia.”

Kishan Rana
Former Consul General of India

“For a realistic view of NRIs, read their monthly
California magazine: India Currents.”

J. Tortugaos
Los Angeles Times

(408) 274-6966

INDIA CURRENTS
P.0. Box 21285, San Jose, CA 95151

“India Currents is a monthly magazine aimed at
California’s large East Indian population.
Professionally written and edited with Northern
and Southern California editions, this would seem
1o be essential reading for Indian expatriates.”

Los Angeles Times

“India Currents, published in San Jose,
California, provides a fascinating window into the
lives and concerns of Indian Americans.”

Grand Forks Herald
Grand Forks, North Dakota

“As a subscriber, I get a whole lot more than one
gers from the Calendar that you pick up from the
stores. It has content that you can sink your teeth
into.”

Gul Kamal Shargill
Subscriber from Dublin, California

$19.95 for a one year subscription.
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Trikone (Sanskrit for triangle) is a community
group for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered
people of South Asian heritage. (South Asia
includes Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Burma, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Tibet and the diaspora)) Founded in 1986, in the
San Francisco Bay Area, Trikone is the oldest
growp of its kind in the world. Through social and
political activities, Trikone offers a supportive,
empowering, and non-judgmental environment
where queer South Asians can meet, make con-
nections, and proudly promote awareness and
acceptance of their sexuality in society, Trikone
actively works against all forms of oppression
based on race, gender, class, and other identities,
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SAILO I A ]
Gender Mischief

It’s not really a matter of “mischief,” really.
Maybe I tried to lighten it up  little, to make the
mateer a liccle “softer,” smoothing out the difficult
edges and polishing up the brurish surface. It's a
lot like the way I tried for years, as long as [ can
remember really, to soften my own body: turn my
long stride into smaller, more compact steps; raise
the pitch of my voice (bat my eyelashes).

I've known about it for as long as I've known
that 1 desire women; my first stirrings of lust
watching Cheryl in her blue dress in elementary
school co-existed with my cerrainty that my girl's
body was a more complicaced matter than most
people suspected. It's mot as simple as we're
taught to believe, The tomboy who plays with
trucks is “cute”—to a point, Soon a preference for
pants and 2 disdain for bharata natyam classes is
perceived as some sort of conspiratorial betrayal,
I've been accused of instigating a crisis and the
critical issue hasn't been the question of my ho-
mosexuality, but the unwillingness of my body to
conform to the proscribed expression of my bio-

logical sex.

“You're a lesbian, okay fine,” ['ve heard this
phrase spoken by a person who claimed to love
me, followed by a plea along these lines: “but why
do you have to wear a suit to the wedding? You'd
look so nice in earrings. Look, this lipstick is
amazing on you.” [ hear che fear in those words,
and worse, the shame. It's a fear fueled by a long
legacy of intolerance and hate. We gender queer
folk—from tomboys to pretry boys and every-
thing in berween and beyond—have been dis-
owned, bashed, and murdered. We've been called
family curses, medical mysteries and psychiatric
illnesses. And sometimes we turn this pain against
ourselves.

I had wanted to be playful in this editorial,
but for me, gender expression is no laughing mar-
tet, ['ve been desperate enough to wander the rag-
ing banks of an icy river, dreaming of one final act,
that one final swim into oblivion. What's held me
back, kept me from walking into that watery
grave hasn't been a marter of mischief eicher, One
winter night, having driven to the shores of the
Ottawa River and watching the ferocious water

Yes, I want to subscribe!

churning under a gleaming layer of ice, | remem-
bered for no apparent reason, these words: “With-
in the war we are all waging with the forces of
death, subtle and otherwise, conscious or not—I
am not only a casualty, [ am also a warrior.” |
don’t remember where | read them, only that Au-
dre Lorde wrote them and somehow, they found
their way to me on a night when [ was convinced
that the only place for a crearure like me—neicher
male nor female, and therefore, 1 thought, inhu-
man and contemptible—was at the bottom of an
icy river. It was the company of words that be-
came the hand on my shoulder, guiding me back
towards the warmth of my car, the safety of my
lover's arms, the certaincy that I belonged on this
planet.

I'm graceful to all of the contributors of this
issue, gender queers and our allies who refuse to
accept imprisoning notions of gender expression.
Wich the courage of their voices and in the com-
pany of their words, we'll continue to scurry across
stricely patrolled gender borders, each time claim-
ing more space, with every foray snacching one
more bit of earth and extending the horizon of the
possible for all of us.

A Guju Pretty Boy,
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A new shipment of Bombay Dost has just arrived.

HIT HIT

ANNVERSARY SPECIAL

MASALA MIX

Vol. 6, Number 1, 1998 Vol. 5, Number 2&3

Trikone has a limited number of copies of these issues. To order, please send US$5 per copy to TRIKONE, PO. Box 21354, San Jose, CA 95151, USA.
Proceeds benefit Bombay Dost in India.
Subscriptions may be ordered from:
Bombay Dost, 105 Veena Beena Shopping Centre, Opposite Bandra Station (W), Bombay 400 050, India
Make subscriptions payable to:
“PRIDE PUBLICATIONS PVT. LTD."
In India, Rs. 80 for 4 issues. Payment by Money Order or Demand Draft. Overseas, $25 US or £20 UK. Payment by International Pay Order.

“Naya Pravartak (New Catalyst) is the metro’s hottest-selling media offering to gays.” —INDIA TODAY

Issue #7,July-December, 1996 Issue #8,January-July, 1997

Published in Calcutta by the Counsel Club, this 36 page multi-lingual magazine (English, Bangla, and Hindi) is packed
with features, news reports, opinion editorials, announcements, poetry, book and film reviews, safer sex guidelines, a
comic strip and personal ads. Trikone has a limited number of copies of these issues.

To order, please send $5.00 per copy to Trikone, PO. Box 21354, San Jose CA 95151, U.S.A.
Proceeds benefit the Counsel Club in Calcutta

Naya Pravartak

Trikone Vagazine July 1999 +» Page 3



All letzers sent 10 Trikone are considered for our
Letters page unless you specifically ask us not to.
We only publish first names, unless otherwise
indicated. Letters written under a pseudonym
are also acceptable. Anonymous letters, however,
are not eligible for publication.

Please send your letters to:

Trikone Letiers

F.O. Box 21354

San Jose, CA 95151-1354, USA

or by e-mail 1o editor@tiikone.org

Lifeline

Trikone has been a lifeline for me. Being a
South Asian queer woman has often been an
alienating experience. The first time [ saw
Trikone Magazine, my mouth dropped open
and tears came to my eyes because [ realized,
finally, that I was not alone. | realized that [ am
not an affront to my Indian culture. This sense
of security increased with each new issue, and
with each arricle (especially those that were
about Malayalees). I just want to express my
deepest gratitude to this magazine and to all
my queer South Asian brothers and sisters,

After a couple of years of receiving the love
and support of the LGBT South Asian com-
munity (through Trikone), I would like to
take this time to give something back.
Enclosed is a paper | wrote for an Indepen-
dent Study. It is about South Asian Lesbian
identity in America. | would love it if you
published this piece in Trikone Magazine.
I know that is lengthy; however, there are 3
sections to the paper: 1) Relationships among
womyn in South Asian cultures, 2) Impacts of
the U.S. gay movement on South Asian Les-
bian identity, and 3) The South Asian com-
munity’s effects on its lesbians. Perhaps you
can publish one section at a time?

Once again, thank you for all the hard
work that you do -~ it is making a tremen-
dous difference in my life and the lives of
many South Asian LGBT people.

Ann, New York, USA

Ann, thanks for your kind words. They keep us
going. Being a quarterly, it is hard for us to run
a long article in 3 segments. But congratulations
on doing the article and please try to get it pub-
lished in one of the academic journals or
anthologies whose call for submissions we feature
in our calls page, And keep writing. — Ed
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Muslim and Gay

I was pleasantly surprised when | came across
your magazine in a bookstore the other day.
As an openly gay Pakistani man, it is not
every day that one comes across a magazine
like yours. [t's great to see you guys putting in
an effort to make the world aware of the fact
that homosexuality does exist in our part of
the world, and we're sick of hiding it like a
dark secret; and allowing gay South Asians to

Gay Promiscuity

After reading "Who's to Blame" on gay
promiscuity in your October 98 issue, I felt
that we gays often tend to blame society or
social conditions for almost anything we are
responsible for. I wonder how many people
would take the argument that because we do
not have a ‘social sanction’ for the relation-
ships we induigc in, we tend to become
promiscuous, Besides sex workers, who have

realize that
they are not
alone,

We all
know that
millions of
gay men and
W omen
remain in the
closet in
countries
like  Pak-
istan, India,
Bangladesh
and Nepal,
purely due to
the  social
stigmatiza-
tion of ho-

mosexuality,
and the

economic compulsions, [ think
being promiscuous depends on
an individual’s values in life. If
social conditions determined
promiscuity then perhaps in
countries where gay marriages
are legal there should have been
no (or negligible) promiscuity
which i1s not the case. Alterna-
tively, in India, many heterosex-
uals, men especially, are highly
promiscuous despite having lov-
ing and satisfying partners at
home. There are gay ‘couples’
I know who despite living
together, despite enjoying each
other's company sexually and
emotionally, do indulge often in
multi-partner sex.

The onus of promiscuity
is entirely on us. And, promis-

wrongful use
of religion to promote prejudice and hatred.

[ could completely relate to the article in
your January 1999 issue, by a gay Muslim
man trying to reconcile his homosexuality
and his respect for his religion. [ too am Mus-
lim, and do not feel that I have to give up
Islam to be proud of being gay. I know that
Allah loves all his children, regardless of
their sexual orientation, and [ sincerely feel
sorry for all so-called ‘religious’ folks out
there, be they Christian, Hindu or Muslim,
who think that homosexuality and religion
cannot exist in harmony.

I thank you for providing a resource for
millions of South Asian men and women all
over the world; and for playing a part in the
fact that one day, gay men and women in the
subcontinent will be proud to be out of the
closet, and be respected and loved by society
for who they are.

Asif Sharif, San Francisco, CA, USA

cuity could be an important fac-
tor in the spread of HIV. [ have not seen any
single group addressing the issue of promis-
cuity seriously and trying to motivate guys
away from it,

It is also a misconception that those who
find it difficult to get sex are the ones who
tend to be promiscuous, It is the ones who
find sex very easily and readily who are gen-
erally promiscuous. Lust, I guess, is only to be
blamed, not social conditions or society. The
fault is not in our stars, it is in us.

Sanjay, Calcutta, India

South African Friend

Just a quick note to say that I am very
impressed by the work that Trikone is doing.
As an Indian gay boy from South Africa, its
encouraging and affirming to know that
there are gay South Asians all over the world
working together.

Shaun, South Africa

Trikone Magazine



Lesbian and Gay Immigration Rights Taékrce_. Inc.

Indian Sperm Donor Needed

PO Box 7741, New York, NY 10116
(212) 818-9639
info@lgirtf.org » www.lgirtf.org

Loving couple mid 30’s seeks an at-
tractive Indian or South Asian sperm
donor with a pleasant personality.
Must be healthy, intelligent,

LGIRTF is a national not-for-profit organization which aged 21-40, and taller than 5°3”.
addresses the widespread discriminatory impact of immigration Comp up to $1000. Please call:

laws on the lives of lesbians, gay men, and people with HIV 800) 886-9373 (
through education, outreach, and advocacy, and the L gl

maintenance of a nationwide resource and sum_mm
The Task Force has chapters in 7 US cities. Please"_ _' éor
more information, or to be put on our mailing fist.

y A guesthouse just for women in New Delhi
Moo nS’ SIe’s D m m CI asses NAAgFItl is a small, fﬁendly.’women-owned and operated company providing :

H . * A unigue private guesthouse
For Womyn in Oakland and San Francisco Ttk tvd Bersuralisailioilldance

* A hassle-free, safe, calm atmosphere

Rhythms of the Congo and Caribbean, and technique * An ideal place to meet other women travellers
for diembe, conga, ashiko. Beginners welcome. - Easy access o airport and city centre
i i i Tastefully furnished and decorated rooms, private sunny terrace, spacious
Supportive lesbian teachers. Circles and DrumCamps s s il el s A
(Sausalito, April 9-11, Amelia Pedroso from Cuba). area with colour TV/VCR, laundering service, Indian, Continental, and vegetarian
Ongoing Anti-Racism and Internalized Racism dining facilities, pure spring water, barbeques arranged on request, holistic
massage on request, close to yoga centre. 27

Training Program for womyn of all colors.
Rates per night: Rs. 80O (Oct-Mar), R8s 600 (Apr-Sep)

= . i NAARI is going places ... opening soon in Goal
(51 0) 347-8386 MoonSlstah@aol.com For reservations or more info; naari@del3.vsnl.net.in

Formerly Dykespeak since 1993
yresp

wgmen Of COIOI’

wrilers, pholographers
and inlerns needed for

The Thinking Lesbian's Newspaper
Look To The icomn Ir IE“ s

monthly for all the Lesbian news,
interviews, culture, commentary,
opinion, advice, arts & events!

We Cover California and the World! nn n“r Backs
Available FREE in Major California cities.

1 Yr. Subscription: $12.50/US, , $25.00/Intn'l magaz;nej
| ) Yes! lam a Thinking Lesbian!
! Enclosed is my check for a 1 year subscription to oD Fax queries/résumés to
() Please send me a free trial copy. 415-648-4705
o or write to us at

3415 César Chavez Street, Suite 101
San Francisco CA 94110

ITY/ (|
R For more information call

DYKESPEAK/CON, 4104 24th St. #181, San Francisco, CA 94114 Diane Anderson at 415-648-9464
Phone: (415) 282-0942, Fax: (415) 648-0299, Email: dykespeak(@ aol.com

ADDRESS
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Queering Gender

Trans Liberation and Our Lesbigay Movements

by PALLAVI SESHADRI &8 L. RAMAKRISHNAN

s our queer movements grow in
numbers and strength, the diver-
sity within them becomes in-
creasingly visible. Minorities within
minorities come out and seck acknowledg-
ment of their specific concerns and valida-
tion of particular experiences of self. Such
“multiply queer” people include people of
color within mostly-white queer groups,
womyn and transgendered people in pre-
dominantly gay groups, queers who are dif-
ferently abled, queers of working-class,
persons with a1ps in South Asian queer
groups and so on.

The broader queer movements re-
spond to increased visibility of multiply
queer people in various ways. Some groups
do not regard issues of multiple queerness as
being significant enough for mention, or,
worse, fear that these issues and individuals
threaten their reputations or “more main-
stream” goals. Yet other groups opt to
acknowledge the membership of multiply
queer people explicitly—hence the expan-
sion of Trikone and other such organiza-
tions over the years from being “gay” to “gay
and lesbian,” with “bisexual” and “trans-
gender” being added on in due course.

Such inclusionary trends are impor-
tant and laudable, but to be meaningful they
have to go beyond an ever-lengthening laun-
dry list of labels tacked on to mast-heads
and mission statements: we need a genuine
recognition of the commonalities of our
struggles and a desire to address the speci-
ficities of multiply queer experience with
understanding and support.

Here we discuss the concerns and strug-
gles of those of us gendered queer, who,
despite historical associations and identifica-
tion with lesbigay people and activism, have
in recent years been becoming increasingly
alienated from them because of the main-
streaming of the lesbian and gay movements.
We conclude with some reflections on lesbi-
gay politics and a call for unifying struggles
against gender oppression.

Who are the genderqueers?

“We are ... masculine females and feminine
males, cross-dressers, transsexual men and
women, intersexuals born on the anatomi-

6 . July 1998

cal sweep between female and male, gen-
der-blenders, many other sex- and gender-
variant people, and our significant others.
All told, we expand understanding of how
many ways there are to be a human being.”
—Leslie Feinberg, in Trans LisErRATION:
Bevonp PiNk or BLuk.

We use the term genderqueer as a cul-
ture-neutral and inclusive signifier for those
who deliberately or involuntarily violate the
binary categories of male and female sex,
and/or the gender constructions of man/mas-
culine and woman/feminine. People marked
as being visibly gender-different are ubiqui-
tous throughout histery and across cultures
(Feinberg 1996). Most attempts to unearth
queer histories have appropriated gen-
derqueers of yore under the culturally loaded
and simplistic labels of gay and lesbian, be
they the napumsakas of ancient India or the
two-spirit people of Native American cul-
tures. Genderqueers these days may identify
with transgender, transsexual, stone butch,
cross-dresser, drag queen, drag king, kothi,
hijra, intersexual, herm, transfag, or any
number of other labels.

And some of us may not identify as any
of the above.

There is a long and sordid history of
genderqueer lives (and deaths) being stud-
ied, discussed, and judged by gender-nor-
mative people eager to distance themselves
from their subjects and read them as psy-
chologically disturbed, as biological oddi-
ties, or as objects of anthropological
curiosity. Even in writing about ourselves
we are acutely conscious that first-person
accounts risk being mistaken for authori-
tative and comprehensive representations
of a diverse community. We could not be

more heterogeneous in terms of our desires,

politics, or perceptions of ourselves. Our
intent here is not to define but merely give
readers an idea of this heterogeneity.
There is little consensus about partic-
ular labels and what they signify, even
among genderqueers. Politicized gen-
derqueers have united in recent years under
the identity of trans or transgendered, while
several others have resisted such labeling
and have been quick to point out the dif-
ferences among themselves. For instance,

some heterosexual cross-dressers resent
being taken for gay drag queens. Some
males who do drag (e.g., Desas 1995) identify
as gay men. Others, such as the Pakistani
genderqueers in New York who dance at
straight community functions vehemently
eschew gay, hijra or transgender identifi-

cation, call themselves “women” (or in one
case, “artist”), and often have sex with
straight Pakistani men (4hmed 1998, Gayatri
Gopinath, pers. comm.)

Some kothis, who are genderqueer
males in parts of southern Asia, view them-
selves as women or not-men. A few opt for
castration so they can join the hijra commu-
nities (Rejiv Dua, pers. comm.). Some stone
butches feel at home in the lesbian commu-
nity and have no desire to change sex, while
others see “stone butch” or “transgender
butch” as a gray zone of identity somewhere
between lesbian and female-to-male trans-
sexual, and yet others who have chosen sex
re-assignment surgery (srs) regard their
butchness as a proto-transsexuality. In a let-
ter to Trikone (Alt, 1995), a female-to-male
transsexual wrote that he considered his
mental gender to be that of a man and knew
he was not lesbian even during his period of
female-identification, Essays in a recent issue
of GLQ, an academic journal of gay and les-
bian studies, articulate viewpoints from both
sides of these butch/ftm border. wars (e.g.,
Halberstam 1998, Hale 1998).

Many genderqueers experience some
degree of discomfort with our birth-assigned
sex and/or with our gender identities or roles.
Some may opt for sks and hormones in an
attemnpt to re-align sex and gender. Some

Trikone Magazine



harbor the notion of being born in the
“wrong” body; a few others furnish this stan-
dard description in order to meet the Gender
Identity Disorder diagnostic criteria (APA
1994, HBGIDA 1998) needed to qualify for
srs. Many desire to pass as the sex/gender of
choice, which is mostly a matter of survival
in a transphobic world, and sometimes a con-
sequence of pressure from gender clinics to
be “gender congruent” (Ear! 1998). Others
choose not to identify as either gender (e.g.,
Bornstein 1994) or.even refuse to call them-
selves transsexual maintaining they were not
born in the wrong body but in the wrong cul-
ture (Wilchins 1997). The propensity of trans-
sexuals to hide pre-operative histories and
construct entirely new histories based on
their newly assigned sex has been questioned
by Sandy Stone (1991) in her landmark essay
“The Empire strikes back: A Post-transsexu-
al Manifesto.”

We genderqueers come in all sexual
orientations. Despite the stereotype that
those who opt for surgery do so because they
are homophobic or cannot conceive of them-
selves as gay or lesbian, many mtf post-oper-
ative transsexuals in the West are in fact
lesbian-identified and some (Weinberg et al.
1994) bisexual. And though many ftm trans-
sexuals desire women, some are attracted
to gay men (e.g., Louis Sullivan, founder of
rrym International) and yet others bisexual,
pansexual or asexual (Morzon et al. 1997)

Notwithstanding the variety and com-
plexity of genderqueer experience, many of
us—along with other queer people—share
common oppression resulting from the
binary sex/gender schema to which most of
the modern world subscribes. This oppres-
sion manifests itself in transphobic respons-
es from “nons” both straight and queer, in
forced surgical “correction” of infants with
ambiguous genitalia, and in violent acts of
hate that do not discriminate between the
intricacies of gender variance and minority
sexual orientation.

Transphobia
“Puhleez keep them out ... first we had les-
bians coming in, now slowly hijras, tomorrow
we will have transvestites and then animals
maybe, who knows...” — GAY INDIAN MALE
ON INTERNET GROUP GavyBomBAY
Transphobia is fear, discomfort or dis-
like of genderqueer people. Queer and
straight people can be transphobic.
Most people have deeply ingrained
notions of what it means to be a2 man or
woman. Because homophobia arises from

Trikone Magazine

a pervasive misogyny that deems females
and feminine males to be inferior to “real”
males, many gay and bi males have sought
to gain acceptance by trying to convince the
heterosexual world that loving someone of
the same sex or opposite sex is an issue of
sexual orientation, not of sex or gender, and
that being queer does not make them any
less manly. Not surprisingly, many tend to
be uncomfortable with genderqueers in
their midst, whether these are drag queens,
transsexuals or feminine males.

Effeminophobia, a manifestation of
transphobia, is all too common in gay males
who specify “no fats or femmes” in person-
al ads or complain that drag queens give
them a bad name.

While the lesbian and feminist com-
munities are somewhat more accepting of
“soft” androgyny, transphobia exists and
manifests itself in dis-
comfort with stone
butches (“too much
male energy”), in accu-
sations that mtf tran-
sexuals are female
impersonators who
should not be allowed
in women’s spaces and
that ftm transsexuals
are self-hating women
who have “become the
enemy.” The most vit-
riolic attack published
against transsexuals to
date has been Janice
Raymond’s 1979 book
The Transsexual Em-
pire: The Making of
The She-Male (cited in
Stone 1991) in which Raymond posits that
mtf transsexual lesbians are malevalent
agents of the patriarchy seeking to invade
women’s spaces and appropriate women’s
power (Stone 1991). We would be the last
to deny the reality of oppression meted out
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to those socialized as women, and remain
committed to ending this oppression.
Nevertheless, we suggest that transphobic
reactions of some feminists only serve to
firmly establish “woman” as an essenuial-
ized and monolithic entity, which is anti-
thetical to the “anatomy is not destiny” and
“women are made, not born” paradigms
(Douglas 1990) of feminism.

Unfortunately for us, transphobia is not
confined to the rants of academics or sub-
scribers of internet groups. Our real enemies
are far more ominous and our dangers much

more threatening. Genderqueers who do not
or cannot pass, or passing transsexuals who
get outed, risk losing jobs and lives, just like
gay people who are not “straight-acting.”
The similarity between passing and acting
straight directly refutes claims that sexual
orientation is only about object choice and has
nothing to do with gender identity. Homo-
phobic hate crimes are usually directed at
“obvious” gay and presumed-gay people
whose visible mannerisms and gender ex-
pression are assumed to indicate sexual ori-
entation. Transphobia and homophobia are
often indistinguishable when it comes to gen-
der crimes—victims in both cases are “pun-
ished” for transgressing gender. Transgen-
dered male prisoners are incarcerated with
other males and are at enhanced risk of being
raped for their expression of gender. Brandon
Teena, a young man in Nebraska variously
described as lesbian,
butch and transgen-
dered, lived as a
straight man until he
was kidnapped, raped
and subsequently mur-
dered in 1993 upon the
discovery that he was
anatomically female
(Hale 1998). Homosex-
ual panic is implicated
in murders of pre-op
mtf transsexuals and
cross-dressing males
who pass as women till
after are picked up by
heterosexual males for
sex. In January 1999,
18-year old Donald
Scott Fuller, a cross-
dressing youth also known as Lauryn Paige,
was brutally stabbed to death in Austin,
Texas. While these particular incidents were
well publicised, it appears that murders of
many transsexual and transgender people are
under-reported in the queer and straight
press (Gonzalez 1999).

Trans liberation

The goals of trans liberation are to end all
transphobias, particularly those institutional -
ized by the medical, police and legal estab-
lishments (Feinberg 1996). The International
Bill of Gender Rights (1cTLEP 1995) is a doc-
ument that was publicly approved and adopt-
ed by the Second International Conference
on Transgender Law and Employment Pol-
icy. It includes the rights to define and express
our gender identities and sexual orientation,
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the right to secure and retain employment, to
control and change one’s own body to express
a self-defined gender identity, the right to
receive competent medical and professional
care, and the right to freedom from psychi-
atric diagnosis or treatment as mentally dis-
ordered solely on the basis of our gender
identity or expression. Many of these rights
are identical to those lesbigay people would
like to have, some are specific to transsexual
and/or intersexed genderqueers. In national
U.S. politics, genderqueers are fighting to
have gender non-discrimination be part of
the Employment Non-Discrimination Act
(see below).

Genderqueers and

mainstream leshigay activism
Genderqueers have been at the forefront of
many civil rights movements. The first
movement for gay and liberation at the turn
of the 19th century in Germany, was report-
edly led by a cross-dressing gay man
(Feinberg 1996). The famous rebellion at
Stonewall Inn in 196g was initiated by gen-
derqueers such as Sylvia Rivera and Marsha
Johnson who belonged in the drag and gay
communities and were fighting for their
right to survive.

Since Stonewall, however, segments of
the queer community in the U.S. have grown
steadily mainstream, procuring for them-
selves visibility and “virtual equality” (Vaid
1996) but no real protection from violence
and discrimination. Gay and lesbian leaders
seem to have forgotten the history of their
struggles and have decided that the Gay
movement is for themselves and others of
their ilk alone.

An ongoing
{at the time of writ-
ing) Internet poll on
trans inclusion being
conducted by the gay and
lesbian magazine Advocate
reveals just how exclusionary
the movement has become. Juli
Goins-Maclean, a trans supporter,
sums it up: “Queer people of privi-
lege ... middle- to upper-class, white,
gay men have put so much work in the
notion that being gay is as good as being
straight, rather than summoning the cour-
age and deference in the face of right-wing
reactionist policy that made Stonewall possi-
ble in the first place.”

As a consequence of this rush to assim-
ilate, the concerns of genderqueers, queers
of color and lesbians have been ignored or
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downplayed. The Human Rights Campaign
decision to leave transgender issues out of
the Employment Non-Discrimination Act
(Dahir 199g) is an example.,

Gendergueers and the
desi queer movements
Trans activists in the West emphasise the cul-
tural and historical relativism of transphobia
and hold up non-Western (including south-
ern Asian) cultures as examples where
genderqueers were well
accepted in society and
had significant social or
spiritual roles (e.g., Fein-
berg 1996). The Sampark
Project initiated by activ-
ist Anne Ogborn is in
keeping with this phe-
nomenon: it is a proposal
to facilitate cultural ex-
change between the U.S.
transsexual and the Indian hijra communi-
tics. At the same time, the emerging lesbigay
movements in southern Asia are looking to
the West for their model of “real” gay culture.
A proliferation of Internet lists such as Gay-
Bombay, GayDelhi, GayBangalore and Gay-
Chennai and discussions therein suggest that
a significant proportion of the visible gay and
lesbian demographic in these urban areas is
middle- to upper-class. We expect conflicts
between new identities and old ones resulting
from a combination of transphobia and clas-
sism: individuals with homegrown identities
such as kothis tend to perceive themselves as
differently gendered and are of lower socio-
economic strata than those with access to gay,
lesbian or bisexual
identities and dis-
course. Anecdotal
evidence (Rajiv Dua,
pers. comm.) suggests
that such tensions are
indeed brewing. However,
in recent correspondence to
Trikone, Pawan Dhall (1999) of
the Calcutta-based Counsel Club
has clarified that “gay” is a far more
inclusive, hybrid and affirming label
in the Indian context than in the West,
and that a strict equation of “gay=alien
Western concept” 1s misleading and dismis-
sive of their efforts at self-determination.
This point is well taken, but we do hope that
genderqueers will be consciously included in
the evolution of these movements and that
their concerns will not be sacrificed in the
scramble for assimilation.

Coming home:

the desi queer diasporas

Those in the diasporas have successfully used
identity-based organizing and outreach to
foster a sense of community among gay and
lesbian desis. Bisexuals and genderqueer peo-
ple have remained largely invisible to date for
obvious reasons: there is precious little space
within these communities to be open about
gender variance or fluidity of orientation and
expect any kind of affirmation or acceptance.
We hope inclusionary
policies will eventually
work their way into
minds and hearts.We
respectfully urge the
community to broaden its
political focus and work
on building a movement
that addresses all forms of
gender-oppression within
the southern Asian dias-
poras. Misogyny, homophobia, biphobia,
transphobia, even child- and elder-abuse are
all legacies of the heteropatriarchal power
structure that will continue to stifle our lives
so long as we remain focused on fighting for
our slice of the “rights” pie to the exclusion of
others more marginalized than ourselves. W
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Macho Mems,
Sissy Sahibs

Gender Trouble in
Popular Indian Cinema

by GAYATR|I GOPINATH

n 1997, Javid Syed and I put together a

clip show and lecture presentation on

alternative sexualities in popular Indian
cinema. We called it “Desi Dykes and Divas,”
as a tribute to all those gorgeous Bollywood
icons—Hema Malini, Rekha, Shabana, Helen
—that have peopled the imagination of dias-
poric queers everywhere. Given the fact that
many of us grew up alternately identifying
with, desiring, and being alienated by the cel-
luloid images disseminated by Bollywood
throughout the diaspora, we wanted to think
critically about how popular Indian cinema
encodes alternative sexualities and makes
certain spaces available for their representa-
tion: what does “queerncss” look like on the
Bollywood screen?

How do these images allow for queer
desire and identification on the one hand,
and brutally punish and police these desires
and identifications on the other?

As Javid and [ sifted through hundreds
of tapes, it became clear that the most affirm-
ing representations of quecr desire were to be
found in those films depicting archetypal
spaccs of male or female bonding: the classic
instances of macho brotherhood in the buddy
movies of the 1970s like Skolay or Dostana, or
the women-only spaces of the middle-class
home, the zenana, or the brothel depicted in
films like Razia Suitan or Mandi. We found
that the extreme macho
toughness of the boys or the
hyper-femmyness of the
girls in these seemingly
rigidly heterosexual con-
texts allowed representa-
tions of queer desire to
flourish in unexpected and
surprising places. In the
famous scene in Razia Sultan where Parveen
Babi kisses Hema Malini behind a white
feather, for instance, female homosociality—
women together as friends or sisters—shifts
seamlessly into female homo-eroticism—
women as lovers. The over-the-top feminin-
ity of the heroines, in their glittering jewelry
and haze of chiffon, does not signify their
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Madhuri Dixit and the butch
warden in Anjaam

Hema Malini and Parveen
Babi do the girl thing
in Razia Sultan

heterosexuality; instead their hyper-feminin-
ity encodes queer female desire and in fact
enables such desire to occur. The “queer fem-
ininity” of Hema Malini and Parveen Babi in
Razia Sultan is also apparent in Deepa
Mehta’s recent independent film Fire, 1n the
dynamic between Nandita Das’s Sita and
Shabana Azmi’s Radha. As in Razia Sultan,
the gorgeousness of the two heroines in Fire
does not signal their availability to heterosex-
uality; rather it becomes the very marker of
their queer desire. In both Razia Sultan and
Fire, then, it is under the cover of being prop-
crly feminine women, of gender conformity
(which is presumed to be safe and straight),
that queer female desire emerges.

Given that lesbian desire on screen is
more often than not signaled by the presence
of masculine female, it is no coincidence that
the desire between Radha and Sita in Fire
first becomes visible to the other members of
the household—and hence open to punish-
ment and censure—during the film's one
butch-femme moment. In this scene, gender
conformity gives way to a cross-gendered
erotic as Sita (dressed in a suit with her hair
pulled back) engages in a playful lip-synch-
ing duet with Radha (playing a Bollywood
heroine). However, the film is unable to sus-
tain this cross-gendered erotic between the
two women and Sita quickly reverts back to
her feminine self.

What kind of film
would Fire have been if one
of the women had contin-
ued to be
Clearly, a completely dif-

masculine?

ferent one. It certainly
would have shifted the
terms of the current debate
around the film following the Shiv Sena
violence, As a response to Hindu right wing
protests against the film, Mehta and her sup-
porters have repeatedly stated that the film
is not a “lesbian film” but a “feminist film”
about “choices.” I suspect that if the film
had been able to maintain Sita’s masculini-
ty beyond the brief, playful cross-dressing

scene, Mehta would have had ro be more
accountable to the queer content of her film.
In a way, Sita’s quick re-insttution within
proper femininity, as well as Mehta’s white-
washing of her film’s queer content in her
responses to her critics, points out the dark-
er side of our appreciation of the same-sex
sensuality/sexuality of films like Razia
Sultan. While these films do “queer” gen-
der conformity, as I argued earlier, I also
think they rely on the evacuation of non-
gender conformist characters.

This pitting of queer against feminist
that is evident in Mehta’s response to the
protests against her independent film is
cchoed in mainstream Bollywood film as
well, where more often than not we are
forced to choose between a properly femi-
nine, feminist heroine and a tough, mascu-
line and hence queer-coded female villain.
Thus while we can revel in images of girl-
on-girl or boy-on-boy love and desire in
Sholay or Razia Sultan, it becomes clear that
this celebration of gender conformity and
the same-sex desire that it enables comes at
a price: often, on the Bollywood screen, it
is at the expense of non-gender normative
characters like butch women or femmy
men. Even a cursory glance at popular
Indian film offers up numerous represen-
tations of men and women who defy gen-
der stereotypes. Men in dresses or with
feminine mannerisms, and women with
short hair, trousers, and a tough demeanor,
have figured quite prominently on the
Bollywood screen. In particular, cross-dress-
ing of both men and women has been a
standard comedic and plot device in popu-
lar Indian film for decades. .

These representations are useful for
queer purposes in that they hint at other
possibilities of gender and sexuality that fall
outside the confines of traditional hetero-
sexuality. However, we found that these
films also tend to shut down these possibil-
ities almost as quickly as they raise them.

Bollywood seems to have responded to
the growing visibility of a lesbian and gay
movement in South Asia with a marked
increase in recent years in representations of
characters that are explicitly cross-gender
identified. In the 1996 film Raja Hindustani,
for instance, the heroine’s main sidekicks are
an effeminate man and a masculine woman
who predictably provide much of the comic
entertainment in the film, mostly through the
confusion they generate among other charac-
ters as to the “true” nature of their sex. In
Raja Hindustani, as in much of popular film,
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feminine men are given a
limited, ritualized role as
either comic characters or as
hijras. Masculine women,
however, do not have even
these limited options for
representation, and are
more often than not made to
disappear from the film
entirely, as they do in both Raja Hindustani
and in Hum Aapke Hain Koun. For instance
in Hum Aapke, a 1993 Madhuri Dixit vehicle,
Madhuri dances for a brief but glorious
moment with a cute butch dressed as the
male hero Salman Khan in an identical white
suit. Predictably enough however, the cross-
dressed woman is shunted out of the scene,
and indeed out of the film as a whole, as
Salman Khan quickly proceeds to occupy his
rightful place beside Madhuri.

Scenes of cross-dressing arc often fol-
lowed by dramatic moments of revelation
that re-establish proper gender roles and
identification. In the 1995 Baaz1, for instance,
the hero Aamir Khan cross-dresses in order
to entrap the villain, who is under the impres-
sion that he is about to have sex with an
attractive woman. Instead Aamir Khan strips
off his drag and, in a display of macho virili-
ty, beats him up. This excessive revelation
scene anxiously confirms the hero's hetero-
sexuality by violently disowning and punish-
ing any queer desire or pleasure opened up by
the act of cross-dressing. A similar moment
of revelation and a return to one’s “true” gen-
der occurs in the 1970 film Mera Naam Joker
(Dir. Raj Kapoor), which stars the actress
Padmini cross-dressing as a feisty and inde-
pendent vagabond and circus performer who
wields a knife and is called Minoo Master.
Minoo Master’s butch toughness, however,
prefigures the inevitable revelation scene,
where Minoo Master is exposed as Mina, a
curvaceous beauty who dons a sari, grows her
hair, and eventually becomes Kapoor's wife.
Minoo Master’s domestication as Mina points
to the ways in which masculine women in
film are not allowed to exist more than
momentarily, and are inevitably feminized in
order to be drawn back into heterosexuality.

This is not to say, however, that popular
Indian cinema lacks images of strong, inde-
pendent women. On the contrary, from the
early stunt films of Australian-born Hindi
film star Fearless Nadia in the 1930s and
1940s to the latest action films of the tremen-
dously popular South Indian film star Vijaya
Shanti, popular film has reveled in images of
tough women on screen.
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Aamir Khan as 'femme fatale' in Baazi

Nadia’s persona as “the
lady with the whip,” as she
was known in the thirties,
acted as a precursor for
Amitabh’s action films of
the seventies, and particu-
larly for the films of the cur-
rent female action star
Vijaya Shanti. Vijaya Shan-
ti’s films, with names like Police Lockup and
Lady Boss, are tremendously popular among
women at least in part because she offers an
image of a tough yet glamorous proto-femi-
nist who defends both herself and other
women from predatory men. However, both
Nadia and Vijaya Shanti are able to enact
their tough woman personas because they
remain quite clearly recognizable as attrac-
tive, heterosexual women. Nadia played
upon the stereotype of the sexually liberated
foreign woman, while Vijaya Shanti, despite
her short hair, big gun and police outfits, still
retains the big-eyed, fair-skinned aesthetic of
the prototypical Indian female film star.

The 1996 Madhuri Dixit film Anjaam
makes clear both the possibilities and limits
for representing non-traditional gender roles
for women in popular film. Madhuri plays an
innocent widow who has been thrown into
jail due to the machinations of various vil-
lainous men. She arrives in prison only to be
thrown at the mercy of a cruel and semi-mas-
culine female warden, who calls her a whore,
tells her to strip, and proceeds to beat her up
brutally when she resists. The prison warden
is, of course, a stock character familiar from
the B-movie prison films in the U.S., where
women’s prisons are imagined as notorious
sites of lesbian sexual predation and sexual
Anjaam’s
prison warden seems
to follow in this tradi-

violence.

tion but is shown in a
following scene in
bed with her male
superior; she is thus
quickly and firmly re-
established as proper-
ly feminine, hetero-
sexual, and sexually available, as are most
other masculine women on the Indian screen.

The ultra-feminine heroine, mean-
while, transforms into a Devi figure, a wrath-
ful feminine goddess wreaking revenge onall
those men who have wronged her. However,
the most drawn-out and gory scene of violent
revenge is reserved for the female warden,
whom she beats up and eventually hangs ina
scene so violent that it is hard to watch (and

Raj Kapoor with Padmini as Minoo
Master in Mera Naam Joker

one wonders here at the voyeurism that the
film both evokes and plays upon in watching
women kill each other). This depiction of
Madhuri as an incarnation of Devi denotes
the traditional space available for women
within Indian popular culture to be strong,
aggressive and even violent—and still be seen
as properly female, feminine women. If
Madhuri-as-Devi embodies an acceptable
representation of female strength, the prison
warden—with her vaguely masculine
demeanor—comes to
symbolize an unac-
ceptable version of
female power, and is
brutally punished as a
result. The film thus
pits a feminist-coded
character against a
queer, butch-coded
one, and the latter

Female Bonding
in Mandi

loses out on all counts.

In other words,
male bonding and brotherhood on the one
hand, and feminist accounts of self-realiza-
tion on the other, are achieved within Bolly-
wood cinema at the expense of the effeminate
male or masculine female character. Certain-
ly as queer viewers we can uncover moments
of visual pleasure in the image of a tough or
masculine woman on screen, but the pleas-
ures of either desire or identification are bru-
tally foreclosed by the swift and unusually
violent punishments that always await such
characters. In short, popular Indian film does
have a place, up to a point, for representations
of those men who do not embody a virile, het-
erosexual masculinity, and those women who
reject a weak, passive form of femininity.
However, we quickly reach the
limits of these unconventional gen-
der representations: effeminate
men are comic relief or are shunt-
ed into the category of “hijra,”
while strong women are accept-
able only as long as they remain
contained within heterosexuality
and properly feminine behavior.
Perhaps this points to the fact that
Bollywoad, despite its many delights, can
only go so far and no further in enabling
queer pleasure, desire and fantasy. v
This article was produced in collaboration with
Javid Syed, a New York City based communi-
ty health worker, HIV/IAIDS activist and cul-
tural critic. Gayatri Gopinath is Assistant
Prafessor of Women's Studies at University of
California, Davis.
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Alliance for 34/170 never married
Kayastha Doctor working in U.S.A,
boy presently visiting India. Leaving
end October. Girl to accompany him.
Caste no bar. Reply immediately with
Photo and bio-data. At 16, S.ES/
D.D.A flats. Gautam Nagar New
Delhi. Box 69319-CA

Suitable match for 24/183 cms :
handsome slim, fair, boy Punjabi éasn%l;l]: ?-,f:;
Hindu family of status, Masters SR Early d
Chemical Engineering employed eseiblishied. ad
settled in Canada. Only son of bt fami]y’. C

Industrialist from Delhi visiting India
soon. Looking for slim, ral
natured, bholi-bhali girl,
Preferably in Computer sc
Correspond full particulary
instance please. Box 69397

A well educated rall fair,
wanted for a highly educatd
smart 28yrs/176cm boy on
belonging to a highly repu
family of Delhi working i
senior consultant in the W
largest warehousing manag
solutions company. Caste Jt
particulars with photograp e
795547 Dall: g 1)

Systems Analys
in an International firm af
40,000 Ausgrs
Family set
recent p
AN .Dixir, 1°
Crest, BOaul
AUSTRALIA PH 2
CA

Good lm%g
my son U8 Citize
smart graduate Ho

bar. Girl on
432-4597. 69611 -CA

Wanted beautiful, cultured, homely
convent educated, fair, slim, girl
preferably Doctor/ Lecturer for smart
Gupta B.E. (Electronics) M.B.A.
Computer qualified Manager leading
Public company (Delhi). Father
Senior Air Force Officer. 68092-CA

Hindu pun]abx Delhite gendeman 56 Alliance invited for sma

of substance and integrity, divorced ek
without child seeks issueless fair, ig":::?f?rﬁ:?: GSicNkci‘nTc

beautiful lady of child-bearing age

detailed patliculars, phone no. and
recent FULL SIZE phorograph. Assure

reply. Seeking match for highly
plished GurSikh boy 26y

Seeking convel
fair, slim, Engl

H beautiful, fair, slim girl for cms) seeking very fair, smart, slim,
al Doctor 26yrs/154cms,
ily, doing pos {uation. please. Send info + photo to Box 16497

z ] : beautiful, fair, slim, secuy
with pure-mind, polite courteous established, gitl prefacals
manner. No bar. Only letters with sadisal b ei 3 Tnbaiested

apply with photograph 14

family. Early decent marriage. 69681-
CA

Bisa Agarwal match for 32yrs/158cms
computer Engineer B.Tech employed
TATA’s Noida. Seeking fair, slim,
smart gitl Delhi employed Engineer
prefered. 69624-CA

for smart Agarwal

bing post graduation
[ED), Seeking fair, slim,

Gm's:kh non- -Trimmer seeking fair,

ul Khatri girl, preferably
edted. Send photos with
9631-CA

5/160 match seeking
Medico girl doing
tails with photo

3 17426-CA

parents. Must come

le family. Send details

sum total
(a matrimonial)

Wanted well established charming girl
25-30 years settled in UK. with
iy

One Indian Woman

Plus a lesbian

Minus a dutiful obedient wife

Minus a tall, thin, slender eligible girl
Minus long beautiful hair

Minus a doctor, an engineer,

or even a businesswoman

Minus timid and speechless

Plus determined and opinionated
Divided by abusive demons
Multiplied by a will to survive

Sums me up.

Defence Govt. Officer’s son (32yrs/159 §

cultured Brahmin girl. No divorcees

Officer Match 35yrs/1 62cms Brahmin
Lecrurer looking for gooci lookmg smart
fair slim, horgs i
Kanpur. Sen
19562-W

pment Officer son, Hindu 42/
5 Ph.d. N.R.] Business parents
boy looking for beautiful, fair, slim,
tall, well educated (preferance to
dactor or engineer) girl from good
family desired. Box 69288-CA

Aﬂﬁ'lce for Permanent Resident
U.52A., Date of Birth 01 Feb 1965,
; Hc@l 179, Brilliant, handsome,
3 aﬁ'e;:tmmtt mayoite, B.Tech,

_LLTEM.S. Ph.D. U.S.A., outstanding
t Top Instu:utlon US.A. from
iful intelligent cheerful well
educated and qualified girl. No bars.
Respond details including Bio-data
of girg; Ugé\ \?Jom:act Telephone

number, LS. Visa starus & recent

T&:s?f 3;5%51.“;‘1;“3‘;33“ phumgr_aph (returnable) to U.S.A.
tage. Seeking beautiful, fair, Dr. Amit Goyal, 300, Wa&er Springs
jirl, with no issues, child- Road, Apt 19E, Sens Souci

. hoth (returnable) to
A

Respectable Asya Samaji family seeks working at foreign bank in New Delhi bcarlng capacity. Caste no bar. Send Apts. Knoxville TN 37923 US.A.

Trikone Magazine

July 18998 . II



the sound of a heart cracking

by A. BANERJI

I stalk you, following

imprints of your hand

embraced in stones of a city
underground. I've been searching

for you in strange passages,

in foreign quarters,

seeking your whisper in poems,

your stare in photographs, your breath
in rainfall. The way you stroke the line
of my limbs supple and splendid,

spin me through revolutions

and desire | find nowhere else.*

These are early rehearsals

for mortality, for falling.

Now the dogs have taken shreds
of my skin to feed on,

my days are spent scavenging
for scraps of your memory

| crave any simple ritual:
snapshots of a fist
against my jaw

scenes of urgent laughter
the sound of a heart
cracking

Absence of Injury

She doesn't suffer
She is wrapped

in the comfort of your gaze

She has no injuries
or lies to live with
(that she knows of)

| have a picture

of her stubborn smile,
the one that dares me
to ask you,

"Leave her"

then falter.

There is nothing between you that will decay.
She has that safe, extravagant calm
of someone who is married,

officially, predictably
yours.

I2 - July 1898

This Is How | Have a Picture of Your Love

This is how | have a picture of your love.

Ten years, a reason for jealousy.

Ten years, of:

you in a blue robe

on a love seat, with her by your side,

drinking coffee in the morning,

watching the news on television,

then the intimate suburban goodbyes,

(a kiss on her cheek, a kiss on her lips)

you drive on the freeway to go to

work in your respectable grey building,

and you call each other at lunchtime,

just to see how things are, and things are always
just fine, then you drive back home at rush hour,
and she cooks while you clean

you clean while she cooks.

You turn off the lights. You unplug the phone.
Then, you lock the doors.

| have memorized

each corner of your home,
the apartment

that holds domesticity
like a strangler.

| know your modest portraits and paintings,
decorative bath bubbles in jars,

bottles of perfume carefully arranged

on newly dusted shelves,

ambitious lists of groceries and cleaning agents,

things that need to be fixed, coffee tables lined with

the literature of management.

Nidhi Patal
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4 You Know You Love Her
And then there is the bedroom.

She tells you she loves you
You know you love her

She tells you she loves you
and you know you love her

You promise she will never be hurt
and you keep that secret hidden
from me.

The Perfect Marriage

You have traced her thighs

a thousand times

You have made love to her body
in nightly confessions

You were the first woman she fell in love with
And you are the last one she loves.

You have the perfect marriage.

The walls are shrinking tight,

but you wanted mathematical security,
the precision of numbers,

and that is what you have:

a passion for the familiar.

You believe in this practice of intimacy
so you know the exact shade

of her favourite lipstick, the size

of her breasts, the strange pitch

of her voice.

and you know you will never, ever
leave.
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Something You Forget

Years from now, when time

has trampled over me

You will still sit quietly near her,
glancing full of love

profoundly lacking sensation.

But you welcome that cruelty
and curious, you will look at me
like an animal you have killed
by accident.

No remorse, only pity.
Something you forget
because it never mattered.

You Will Never Leave

Repetitions can lull you.

| love you | love you | love you
| am insane to love you

You attack me and disappear.

You say you haven't changed in years,
and | believe that

you have not changed

since she made you

hers

You have the perfect marriage

You were the first woman she fell in love with.
You are the last one she loves.

And although you hear
the sound of my heart cracking

You know you will never, ever
leave.

* The first passage of this poem is my reworking of some lines

from Catherine Manansala’s "A Love Poem.”

July 189889 .

I3



Butch: Soft, that is.

D Poems

by PRIYANKA “SINHA

FOR SUSAN

The way it sounds, lips over
vowel puckered, long low
smooth-soft between the sudden
surprise of-aspirated ends

Beginning the walk, just
learning to look at a woman
as if she were the only one
because she is the only one

Take time, practice, humility
turn man-love into the

real love of woman, conscious
power, her deliberate desire;

having to forgive, she never forgets.
Sweet-soft hush in her eyes, and you
know, when you turn your gaze

tilt your head, smile, eyebrow raised

you hope to god, she doesn't hear
thundering heart, feel palms
sweating, see the twitching under
your skull, just enough to know

perhaps she will take you in her
later that month after call

after call, enough to know she will
see through the steel walk, rough

talk, creased shirts, broad sweeps —
say only a smooth voweled word
of a woman trying to show the world
how to love for the last time.
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Virginia Woolf & Tight Jeans

ecstatic
sense of'shame

this stepping out of body
that.is, looking at self
from the outside
contempt

but, what are we seeing, George?
A space where your sister stood
conscious of fear, of shame;
something like anguish

positioning the empty
impenetrable space that
could have been wing, anvil,
plumeria

betteryet, in

tight jeans, see her:

cobalt pillars — legs astride,
indignant, colossus

(colder now, night-snow like
angry TV static through
arched windows)

reflect

women watching, plastic and ill,
legs that fill; the horror

fire weed, cut glass, splinter —
her sudden gaze

as if from hip bone

cupped in curved pocket
stitches, sharply drawn

bow stringed arms extended
into declaring

the unimaginable

presence

as if to propel sight, say
shame, the splinter, see eye
as your beholder and a space
anonymous

fitting anger into
tight jeans

=
<
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Hyderabad,

Cyberabad or
Queerabad?

by SBEOTT KUHELE

his Valentine’s Day weekend wit-

nessed an outpouring of love and

an upsurge of care in the city of
Hyderabad, India. The waves generated by
this event may even reach the shores of those
familiar with the city who now live in the
USA and Canada.

Young professionals from the Hyder-
abad metropolitan area make up a large pro-
portion of the new immigrants to the USA
and Canada, especially in the field of com-
puters. Of them, a certain percentage must
be gay, lesbian or bisexual.

Immigrants may even feel that Hyder-
abad offers them nothing in terms of an
emerging lesbigay identity or little freedom
to live a queer life. While Hyderabad’s new
role as “Cyberabad” in the computer revo-
lution can springboard young people to a
new continent and a new life of prosperity,
it doesn’t necessarily challenge their nos-
talgic memories of a hometown or their
imaginations as to what gay and lesbian life
could be there.

However, for those immigrants from
Hyderabad who are lesbian, gay or bisexu-
al, whether they were out in India or only
recently came out in the Americas, there is
reason to take a fresh look ar home.
Hyderabad actually hosts the second oldest
gay support group in India, Saathi, which
was founded in 1993 after Humsafar Trust
was founded in Bombay.

This Valentine’s day, Saathi organized
an all-India conference for activists involved
in gay support groups. This was the first all-
India gathering since the landmark confer-
ence in Bombay in 1994. Activists from six
different support groups and individuals
from smaller towns and rural regions with
emerging communities (like Pune, Orissa,
and Vijaywara) attended the meeting.

The conference, titled Yaar1angg, fea-
tured three distinct goals. The first was to
further consolidate the local gay support
group network in Hyderabad and to encour-
age a younger generation to step up into lead-
ership positions in that network. Saathi
responded by resolving to take the next step
of moving from an informal support group to
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become a formal organization with an office,
telephone and a full-time staff person. Saathi
could then initiate peer-counselling training
and reach out to lesbian and bisexual women
in the city to help them form a cooperative
support group.

The second goal was to bring together
activists from all the established support
groups (like Humsafar Trust in Bombay,
Counsel Club in Calcutta, Good As You and
Sabrang in Bangalore) to encourage and
advise those in emerging communities in
smaller cities and rural areas.

The third goal was to use this gather-
ing of activists to launch an all-India organ-
ization as a coalition of all the bone-fide
support groups for lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgendered Indians. This coalition has
been provisionally called BT vp1A and
all present at the conference donated money
to begin its work. This body will organize
an all-India gathering every six months
(beginning in the last week of December
1999) in order to bring together represen-
tatives of emerging and established groups
from across the country. This will help to
coordinate training programs, outreach ini-
tiations, and cultural events. These period-
ic gatherings will also help create a common
platform for representing the hugely diverse
LGBT communities to the government and
international organizations, for all these
groups share common concerns based on
their demand for human rights, repeal of
Indian Penal Code 377 (which labels many
forms of consentual sexual activity between
adults as “un-natural acts” and attaches
criminal punishments to them), and
increased funding for nrv awareness and
prevention within these communities.

The Yaariangg conference in Hyder-
abad launched a working committee to
begin planning for such an all-India event,
by inviting representatives of those groups
who were unable to attend in Hyderabad
to respond to this proposed project and to
join its collective effort. The working group
will be headed by Owais Khan of Bangalore.
It will compile an annual summary of the
significant events of the past year in the LeBT

regional groups, as well as republish in one
cover the most significant articles from all
the regional publications of these support
groups (with important articles in the ver-
nacular langauges translated into English).
This annual publication will be titled The
Gulabi Digest.

The working committee will also ad-
minister a fund, called the Lambda Trust, to
coordinate the efforts of regional groups and
to encourage the emergence of queer support
groups in area where they are yet to fully
organize. In addition, the working commit-
tee will publish an all-India resource guide to
those professionals known to be friendly and
understanding in dealing with gays and les-
bians; the guide will include the names and
addresses of doctors, psychologists, lawyers,
police personnel and others who can be relied
upon to help in crisis situations.

Thus Hyderabad, recently dubbed
“Cyberabad” for its advances in computers,
has stepped into the limelight as “Queer-
abad.” As the two-day conference drew to a
close, Saathi hosted a press conference to
release information about the proceedings to
the newspaper and TV media, in Hindi,
English, Telegu, and Urdu. This press con-
ference sparked a relatively positive front-
page article in the leading English daily, the
Deccan Chronicle on Monday, February 15,
as well as a notice in the Hindi paper and
the Telegu television news.

As a follow-up to this successful con-
ference, Saathi would invite those who have
immigrated from Hyderabad and the wider
Andhra Pradesh region to vow not to lose
touch with the events of the community
back home.

As Amjad Hyderabad says through his
Urdu poetry:

The sprout of life grows when hearts join
17 unity

Hearts only thrive in the embrace of pas-
sion and beauty

You can share your experience, litera-
ture and internet resources with those strug-
gling back home to create a safe space for
lesbians, gays and bisexuals to create their
own community. Especially needed here are
resources for Hiv awareness and safe sex
education. Saathi welcomes those who
return to Andhra for periodic visits to fam-
ily and friends, either as non-resident mem-
bers of the group or as occasional attenders
of its Sunday meetings. Saathi’s post box
address is regularly printed in Trikone. By
internet, Saathi reached at

saathigg@hotmail .com. v

can be
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A Bisexual Bigendered
Performance Piece

by NADYALEC

am my father’s son.

My father’s father died when he was
a baby. And his favorite sister, Nadya, died
a few years later. He told me that at her
funeral he lay on the floor and told every-
body he was dead, too. But the adults just
keptstepping around him. I keep thinking
of him lying there on the floor looking up at
the long legs of adults walking around him,
He doesn’t believe in God, has told me that
he wishes he could, but faith has been miss-
ing in him since childhood.

He was sent off to boarding school,
where he says the other boys were very tough.
But they left him alone because his teachers
respected his intelligence, and he learned to
seem calm no matter how he was feeling.

His intelligence and his reserve kept
him safe, and he learned never to show lone-
liness or weakness.

As a young man he came to this coun-
try to go to get his Pu.D. in Economics in
Texas. He was an ardent socialist, and he
used to tell me stories about how members
of his socialist group would be exiled for
disagreements over a single word or a single
point. It reminds me of my time in lesbian
activism.

Because his English wasn’t good yet,
he says that sometimes he went through
books looking for sentences to cut out to put
together papers. I think about that when-
ever | put together a zine.

[ am my father’s son. [ have his reserve,
his intelligence, his quickness in reading
others’ emotions. I have his respect and
belief in words and ideas. But [ am also vul-
nerable in the way that he could never
afford to be. When I'm a boy, I'm a very del-
icate one.

am my mother’s daughter.

This weekend my mom helped me
move again. She, my new housemate, my
brother and I flung around furniture, roped
my mattress to the car, and basically built
up some muscle strength. My mom’s helped
me with every move over the last couple
years, and there've been lots of them. Not
bad for a woman past 50.
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Since | was a kid my mom has done
all the heavy lifting at my parents’ house,
mowing the lawn and clipping the hedges
while my dad was inside reading a book.
I remember her grunts meant to rebuke him
whenever she did something especially
hard—this was the work that the men in
her family had always done. But if my dad
wouldn’t do it, then she would, definitely,

WADIA MOVIETOMNE

PR TS

FEARLESS

Fearless Nadia, the original tomboy actress with
riding crop

no matter how much it hurt. She had her
uterus removed a couple of years ago. I
never really got the whole story since I
was away at college. Apparently her uterus
collapsed years ago, from all the heavy
lifting she does, and she just ignored
the pain for years. I'm not sure what
made her finally listen to the doctors and
have it out.

I inherited that too. I hurt myselfa lot,
walk into doors, lift things I shouldn’t,
ignore pain. Learned not to take painkiller
when | was growing up, and not to men-
tion anything hurt unless it was killing me.
The time my father met me in the emer-

gency room after | was punched in the jaw,
I wound up comforting and calming him
while waiting for an x-ray. That's a partic-
ularly horrible thought to me now, me
speaking words of comfort through grind-
ing, broken bones. I've tried to chill out
since then. You can take macho too far.

Still, when one of my fag friends comes
up to me, lifts me and swings me around in
greeting, I'll be damned if I'm not going to
do the same. | don’t care if he is four times
my size. I may be small and cute butl am a
tough woman. I'm my mother’s daughter,
after all.

am a woman.

It had been a long time since [ had a
girlfriend. I think of it like a desert, miles of
hot sand with the occasional patch of green.
That was me, wandering in my celibacy,
with these rare and precious one time things.
We had been flirting a lot, this whole do 1
like her, does she like me, what are we going
to do about it thing. And I had been talking
about how much I wanted to try pouring
wax on somebody ever since that party when
those women did it to me. She was
interested, and it seemed like something
sexy but safe we could do, cause both knew
we weren't going to be lovers. So I'm
coming home from band practice, taking
these long easy curves on the Beltway,
thinking about her naked on my bed. Got
home and she and my housemate had
melted the candle in a pot of boiling water,
with much joking we made it into the
bedroom. I kicked my housemate out while
she was undressing because he was being
too sarcastic.

She has a beautiful body. So many
curves and roundnesses. Generous and lush.
She lay on her back and let me pet her, run
my fingers over her smooth skin. I was
telling her how gorgeous she is, how glad 1
was to touch her.

1 started out very gentle with the wax,
pouring from high up so that it could cool on
the way down, watching it flow onto her
and smoothing it with my hands. It was
warm, and so was she, and I got caught up
in seeing how close I could get the candle
to her skin before pouring, watching the
way it ran and folded onto her body, the
patterns that it made. I hadn't know how
she’d like the pain, but she was making these
sounds that told me she did, and I was awed
by her strength and bravery, by how close
she let me get to her clit.
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Fucking is too intimate for a one-time
thing. I get lonely afterwards. But I wanted
to so bad, and so did she, and I couldn’t stop
myself. Her warmth and moisture on my
fingers. Me pushing her open, that tight
sweet place opening for me. Everything
going hazy and sharp at the same time, and
me just wanting it to go on forever, listening
to every word, every sound, and wanting it
never to stop.

Afterwards I lay on top of my house-
mate, holding him down with my body
while she hit him with my riding crop. And
we got dressed, and went to this bar, and |
got sad because she’s not my girlfriend and
never will be,

Next time I melted that candle I dis-
covered how well wax holds scent: it smelled
exactly like her.

am a boy.

. I didn’t think he would ever let
me touch him because I know that he’s
straight. I don’t understand why he hangs
out with me, why he keeps letting me tag
along, going to movies with him and his
roommates. It’s hard to talk when he’s in
the room.

This one night, after the movie, all his
roommates gradually crashed, leaving me
more and more alone with him. I was afraid
he’d hear my breathing change, hear my
heart. Finally he told me to come upstairs
with him and he showed me some pictures
of his family in Puerto Rico, told me stories
about them. I didn’t sit too close but he put
his hand on my leg. I keptlooking between
the pictures and his jeans, the seams and
creases. | knew it was dangerous, but |
couldn’t stop looking.

“Goon,” he said quietly, when he caught
me looking. I turned bright red and looked
away. Couldn’t think of anything to say.

He put his hand on the back of my
neck. Left it there for a long time, then
started pressing down. I put my head against
his jeans and just lay there, getting warmer
and warmer.

The whole time I was sucking him |
just kept thinking, I can’t believe it, I can’t
believe he’s letting me do this. Velvet and
hard and salty and sweet and I always
thought he was straight. Same way I feel
now, y'know?

This is so beautiful I want it to last
forever, and at any second I’'m afraid that
I'll have to stop. v
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hen I began contemplating

topics for this column, I real-

ized it was the time of year
for the Koothandavar trannyfest in India.
I remember several years back, when me
and 25,000 of my closest hijra and queer
friends descended on Koovagam: Never has
being a transvestite or transgendered person
scemed more like your desi duty.

So I contemplated writing about the
marginalization of transgendered individuals
by queer activists in this—but then I watched
“The Brandon Teena Story” (again) and
perused Feinberg’s Transgender Warriors
(again) and got depressed. Realizing I had to
halt my pending slide into suicide, I decided
to write about a cheerier topie (sex) and advo-
cate for a personal cause, the Great Y2K Sub-
continental Vibrator-and-Dildo Smuggling

Come again?

by ANGELINA MALHOTRA-SINGH

Operation® Because in my opinion, one of the
greatest problems in South Asia today is—
along with religious fundamentalism, illiter-
acy, starvation, and political corruption—
that a girl can’t find a purple jelly dildo to
save her life. :

A bit of history: there I was, a reporter
in Delhi, soaking in a bit of local flavor.
Since there’s no place more flavorful than
a fruit-and-vegetable bazaar, off T went.
And around the potato bin, I spotted her:
Tall. Muscular. Cropped hair. My gaydar
went into overdrive. I edged closer. I invad-
ed her personal space (took it over, frankly).
She fled, but not before I got an eyeful—
and I could have sworn she was packing.
I'd yet to see that in India, and it sent my
hormones raging. I geared up to do what
any good San Franciscan would do: head

continued on page 18

t first the comment made me

angry. “Does Saurabh Bajaj have

anything to write about other

than being a queer Indian?” It was a senti-
ment I heard repeated several times last
semester when I wrote a weekly column for
my university’s newspaper, UC Berkeley’s
Daily Californian. In truth, most of my
columns were about the trials and tribula-
tions of my life—family relations, experi-
ences on campus, volunteering, and so forth.
And of course, I did relate most of those
topics to being a desi fag. How could I write
about my relationship with my family with-
out acknowledging the turmoil we went
through when I came out? And how could
I write about my college experience thus far
without relating the blinding isolation I
fought as I came to terms with my queer
identity? The accusations that [ was “too

-
Desi Pink

by SAURABH BAJAUJ

Indian” or “too gay” didn’t seem fair.

But, after more thought, the criticism
seemed almost comical. I was the first open-
ly gay Indian to write for the Daily Cal,so it
wasn’t as if I was following a long line of
queer South Asian columnists who only
wrote about their pink desi lives. Most of
my readers’ exposure to gay India was con- -
fined to the goo-word article I wrote one
day a week. None of them had ever walked
past billboards of queer Indians in each
other’s arms, or watched movies of South
Asian men kissing one another, or seen two
desi dykes holding hands on campus. And
though I had been, and continue to be, inun-
dated with such images of straight sexuali-
ty, I was the one being told to quiet down.

What made me such an irritant to those
few readers? Was it the volume with which
I refused to be silenced, or the distance |

continued on page 18
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Rant
continued from page 17

for Babes in Toyland, and get my hands
on a pocket rocket and whatever my subzi
mandi lovely had under her fitted salwaar.

Fat chance.

Forget strap-ons, I couldn’t find a
vibrating egg timer. Clearly what I had
espied earlier was a shoplifted potato or
an errant packet of Glaxo biscuits, because

Delhi didn’t do dildos. Either the sex toy

market was so underground I'd need per- -

mits to uncover it, or luscious desi dykes
were being denied the joys of the Hitachi
Magic Wand. Dildos are an extension
(sorry) of our right to fuck, and their
apparent absence disturbed me to no end.
As Ruth Maines notes in her exhaustive
history, The Technology of Orgasm, the pos-
session of a vibrator is a statement to the
world (or, at least, yourself) that you are
comfortable with your own peculiarly
female sexuality, and that you reserve the
right to give yourself sexual satisfaction
(we’re assuming your lover has a bunny-
eared favorite of her own).

Fast forward. I'm back in the U.S,,
where battery-operated gewgaws are an
intrinsic part of my decor, when, worry-
ing about bereft lesbian cohorts, I hatched
my master plan: The Great Y2K Subcon-
tinental Vibrator-and-Dildo Smuggling
Operation® My queer friends, we cannot
sit idly by! We cannot allow the mother-
land to remain latex-free! We must take
action, and begin tucking toys into our
suitcases and carry-ons! Give them to your

fellow dykes, slip them to your cousins,
present them to those two sister-aunties
who live together because they (tsk) never
got married. If you're tapped by Mr.
Customs Officer (Junior Class 11), pass the
vibrators off as massagers and the dildos
off as objets d'art. You can even try what
my chacha did when caught with a
Samsonite full of saris—bequeath one
upon the officer as a gift for his wife.
[Warning: The chap showed up at the fami-
ly home two days later, asking if he could trade
for another color. So he might come asking
for the ridged model in Krishna blue instead.

If we get enough of them onto the
subcontinent, someone is bound to spot the
business opportunity and begin knocking
them off. There will soon be a massager-
and-sculpture shop in Connaught Place
and one by the ywca in Madras, and you
will have done your part for lesbian sex in
India. Let’s face it: We’re not all writers
or filmmakers or speechmakers. And
we're not all able or ready to take to the
streets. But we're all aspiring criminals,
and we’ve all got twenty bucks and nine
inches of free space in our luggage. So carpe
dildo and head for home with your
smuggled booty. They’ll scream with joy,
I guarantee. v

Angelina Malhotra-Singh is an award-win-
ning journalist and the former senior editor of
GirRLFRIENDS. She lives in Palo Alto with
her partner and a menagerie. Criticize her
electronically at redmirch@earthlink.net or
by snail mail clo Trikone, PO Box 21354,
San Jose, CA 95151-1354.

Rave
continucd from page 17

labored to put between the existing power
structure and myself? Maybe this response
was exactly what I was looking for, exact-
ly what I was writing for.

After all, we are well aware of the sta-
tus of South Asian queers. We are denied
recognition and acknowledgment in mul-
tiple locations: in India and the rest of
South Asia, in America, in the Indian-
American community, in the queer com-
munity, in our own homes. I realized this
fact soon after I came out three years ago
and wondered what I could do to change
the seemingly unchangeable. Writing the
column for the Daily Cal was an impor-
tant first step—a step toward revolution, a
step toward the moment when the har-

I8 - July 1988

mony of our voices raised together will
become too potent to ignore.

It is in this spirit that I approach this
column. It is another chance toengage all
of you in a conversation on the challenges
we have overcome and those that still stand
in our way. It’s also an opportunity to dis-
cuss what each and every one of us can do
to create change, from kissing a lover on
a crowded street corner, to writing in a
journal “I am queer,” to just picking up
this magazine and reading it.

And to answer your question: no, I do
not have anything to write about but being
a big ol’ desi faggot. v

Saurabh Bajaj is a 21-year-old student at the
University of California, Berkeley. Respond
to him at khushdesi@aol.com.
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If you are a gay or lesbian South.Asian and want
to speak to someone, here are people who will be
glad to talk to you. If you are new to an area, these
contact persons can answer questions and possi-
bly introduce to others.

Rermember, contact persons are volunteers com-
mitted to protecting people’s privacy. They are not
at liberty to give out names and numbers. You
may ask if the local group meets, and if it is okay
for you to attend.

This list is continually updated as people volun-
teer. If you want to volunteer to be a contact per-
son, drop us a note with your name, phone num-
ber, and mailing address (only your name and
number will be listed).

Women

Only women may call women contact persons. No
calls from men, please.

BERLING . o e

BOSTON: .........

CHICAGO: ......
COLUMBUS, OH: .......
LOS ANGELES: .......

MINNEAPOLIS: . ....
NEW DELHI: .......|
ROTTERDAM: . ... ....
SAN FRANCISCO: .. .,
SANJOSE: ........

VANCOUVER: ......|

Men

AMSTERDAM: . ...
ATEANTRY: oo
AUSTING . s s
BALTIMORE/DC: ...
BOMBAY: .......

..............

CALCUTTA: ......
CALGARY: .......
CHENNAL .......
CHICAGO: .......
DALLAS: ........

..............

DETROIT: ......

IRVINE/ORANGE C
LAS VEGAS: .. ...
LONDON: ......

..............

LUCKNOW: .....
MINNEAPOLIS: . ..
MONTREAL: .. ...
MUSCAT. .......
NEW DELHL: ....

NEW ORLEANS: ..
PHILADELPHIA: ..
PROVIDENCE, RI:

SAN ANTONIO: . ..
SAN DIEGO: ... . . .
SAN FRANCISCO: |
SANJOSE: . . ....
SANTA CLARA: . ..
SINGAPORE: . . ...
SYDNEY: ... ...
T ..oy
TORONTO: .....
VANCOUVER: ... ..
VISHAKHAPATNAM:

[ the news resource of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender communlty of central and northern california
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What He Did

Last Summer

Nish Saran had his hands full. He was about
to graduate from Harvard in 1998, his fargily
was flying in from New Delhi for his
graduation, he wanted to come out to
them, and he was getting tested because
he had had unsafe sex with a HIV+ man
he had met at a club. Saran decided to
capture his dilemmas on video and the
result is Summer In My Veins, screening at
different lesbian and gay film festivals
this year. Saran told Bay Windows (Febru-
ary 18) “What I really wanted to do with
Summer In My Veins was to implicate

myself more into the process of filmmak- NISH SARAN

ing, and really demonstrate what you can

do with a camera. The presence of the cam-
cra was on some levels a protection for me,
but on another level it was a conduit for her
(his mother’s) realization that what I was
telling her was serious.”

Saran admits that coming out on camera
made things hard for his mother to deal with.
“She foregrounds this,” he acknowledges,
“saying, ‘How can you do this to me on
camera,” and I say ‘I'm sorry’ — and then she
goes on. | know that not turning the camera
off is in some ways very cruel, but | also knew
that if [ turned it off she would have asked me
why.” The seemingly merciless quality of this
climactic scene is ameliorated by one earlier in
the film when Saran decides that the moment
has arrived for his coming out, and hands the
camera to a cousin. But he discovers he is not
able to say the words. “I don’t really know
what it means to me to risk my life, without
protection, with a complete stranger, but then
to need this kind of armor with my mom — [
think it’s really interesting,”

Gender, Sexuality,
Equality

Members of Trikone-Tejas and Saheli, a
group focusing on domestic abuse, participat-
ed in a forum on “Gender, Sexuality, Equali-
ty" organized by the Telugu Association of
North America youth conference on July 18,
1998 in Austin, Texas.

Leading the panel discussion were
Vagdevi Meunier (UT Counseling and Men-
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tal Health Center), Kamala Visweswaran
(UT Anthropology department), L.Rama-
krishnan (UT Biology department) and
Arjun (UT Health Sciences Center, San
Antonio). The subject of alternate sexualities
prompted much interest among the audience
members, a few of whom had never seen an
openly bi, gay or lesbian Indian before. The
panclists emphasised that lesbigay people
have
always
been a
part of
Indian
society
and that
it was
t h e
patriar-
¢h al
empha-
sis  on
marriage and perpetuating the family line
that kept most of them in the closet. They also
pointed out the links between the marginal-
ization of lesbigay people and the oppression
of women.

Pay Up Or Else...

Bihar governor Sunder Singh Bhandari's hasty
exit from Patna’s Raj Bhavan is being attributed
to former Chief Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav's
politics, which forced the governor to seek a
wransfer. Rediff Online (March 17 1999) reported
that Bihar Congress politicians revealed that the
day President’s rule g
was revoked in the
state, Yadav sent a
group of hijras to Raj
Bhavan where they
showered abuse on
Bhandari, even urging
him “to drop his dhou
and run.”

Yadav is not the : —
only one capitalizing SUNDER SINGH BHANDARI
on hijras’ shock tac-
tics. The South China Morning Post reported
that Unique Recoveries, a firm in Bombay is
employing the services of six hijras to help
collect debts, Dispatched to the office or home
of a defaulter, the hijras threaten to remove
their saris if the money is not forthcoming.
Since the novel scheme began, it has proved
extremely successful, collecting 600,000
rupees in unpaid debts. Mr B. R. Shetty of
Unique Recoveries has big plans for expan-

sion. He said “I am close to signing a deal
with a foreign bank. If | win a contract to
collect money for credit card defaulters, | will
have to employ a hundred eunuchs.”

Let's Talk About Sex

An ambitious television talk-show is shatter-
ing long-standing taboos in Bangladesh,
bringing youthful queries on normally off-
limits subjects such as masturbation, homo-
sexuality, and menstruation into the open,
said AFP (March 25 1999). Letters from
teenagers have been pouring in from across
Bangladesh to the office of show presenter M.
Emamul Maque since the program
Mithoshkriya or Interaction started last year.
He persuaded the state-run Bangladesh Tele-
vision to screen the program, saying it would
provide “family life education,” a more
neutral term than the provocative “sex educa-
tion” tag. But the questions have been any-
thing but bland.

“I have a homosexual relationship which
[ think is a teenage need for sexual satsfac-
tion,” said one youth, “Is it true?” Robin
writes from northern Mymensingh: “I seek
solutions to problems which I think many
other teenagers face — homosexuality and
masturbation.” Haque, worried how to get
the subjects on air, said “we will make it
discreet, but understandable.”

Longtime Companion

-The Statesman (May 6 1999) reported that

Damini, a seventy year old elephant at the
Prince of Wales Zoo in Lucknow, India
starved herself to death after her elephant
companion Champakali died giving birth to a
still born calf. Damini, who had looked after
Champakali ever since she was brought to the
zoo, refused food and water after Cham-
pakali died. She was put on glucose by the
zoo authorities but it was to no avail. She sim-
ply lay there with her eyes full of tears until
finally she died.

Bombay Boy

Readers of the April 1999 issue of Trikone will
recall our reviewer was quite taken with
Alexander Gifford, the British actor playing the
young Parsee gay boy. Director Kaizad Gustad
dashed our hopes in Filmfare (April 1999)
where he reveals that though he selected the
young model because he projected “sexual
ambivalence”, he is not gay. “Not by a long
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shot,” the modest Mr Gustad |
told his interviewer, “He
looked convincing because he
was well directed.”

Asylum from

Persecution

A March 26 ruling by §i
Britain’s highest court, the

House of Lords, opened the alexANDER GIFFORD

door for foreign gays seeking

asylum from persecution based on sexual
identity, rcported Rex Wockner News. The
Law Lords’ 4—to—I ruling came in the case of
two Pakistani women who sought refuge to
escape flogging or stoning for adultery.

The court said women from Islamic
nations and gays from various countries could
seek asylum in the United Kingdom under
the “particular social group” provisions of the
1951 Geneva Convention on Refugees. Anti-
gay persecution could be direct, as under anti-
sodomy laws, or indirect, as when a govern-
ment fails to protect homosexuals and
heterosexuals equally, the Lords said.

Saul's Solution?

Times of India’s advice column Saul's Solution
(March 16 1999) came up empty-handed for a
youth querying about sexual orientation: “I
am 20 and am certain that | am gay. Would
you suggest where | could meet people with
my sexual orientation?”

The response from Saul was “Society has
yet to recognise the gay movement or accept
it as part of mainstream; and in most circles
the subject is sull taboo. It is therefore impos-
sible to provide the detialss You will need to
find for yourself.” Saul, wake up and smell
the coffee!

Ashes to Ashes

Deepa Mehta's Fire got dragged over coals in
the feminist journal Manushi (vol 109). Editor
Madhu Kishwar attacked the film as “naive
outpourings of a sclf-hating Indian” though
she defended its right to be screened without
threat of violence. She alleged that “you don’t
have to be a Shiv Sainik to feel offended and
hurt by the gratuitous insults aimed at Indian
culture in this crudé caricature.” She pointed
out that all the scenes associated with Hindu
spaces and symbols are “sites of oppression”
while the one and only happy outing as a
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family is in
| a garden
around a
Muslim
monument,
She felt
i that Indian
society has no
real history of
persecuting
homosexuals
like the West.
For example, poet Firaq Gorakhpuri was
known to be a homosexual but he was not

MADHU KISHWAR

humiliated for it in the small town he lived in.
In more current times, Jayalalitha, the for-
mer Chief Minister of Tamilnadu, has a
“longstanding intimate relationship with her
friend Sasikala” but even her political ene-
mies have not made her sexual life a target of
attack.

Auacking Sita’s famous line of “We are so
bound by customs and rituals, that someone
has just to press the button called ‘tradivion’
and [ start responding like a trained monkey”,
Kishwar said that Mehta has reduced all [ndi-
ans to “nothing better than servile, mindless
apes.” She dismissed Fire as an agit-prop film
that has done a big disservice to the cause of
women by coloring physical affection between
people of the same gender, which is common
in India like massaging each other’s hair or
sleeping in the same bed, “through the prism
of homosexuality.” Kishwar would rather that
Mehta have left their relationship ambiguous.
Now “many will feel inhibited in expressing
physical fondness for other women for fear of
being branded as lesbians.”

She dismissed Mehta as one more of “a
growing tribe of Indian women who have
understood that there is a lot of

foundation."Our mission is to help individu-
als reconcile their homosexuality with their
religion, in whatever way they want to do it,”
said Faisal, a founder of Al-Fatiha. “I think
they can be reconciled, simply because they
have been reconciled in individual people’s
lives already,” said the keynote speaker,
Ghazala Anwar, who has taught at Colgate
University. Many delegates lamented that
they have failed to find imams willing to
speak. to the group. But they are determined
not to be isolationist. Al-Fatiha members said
they do not intend to start their own mosque.
“Islam is about community, and if we open a
gay mosque, it would isolate us even more
from our community,” Faisal said. “But we
want to make it so that somebody can go to a
mainstream mosque and hear the rhetoric
and still feel O.K. about himself.”

Dr Vaid

Urvashi Vaid, Director of the Policy Institute
for National Gay and Lesbian Task Force,
was awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws
Degree on May 23, 1999 by City University of
New York (CUNY) School of Law at Queens
College. “The award to Urvashi Vaid is in
recognition of her creative and dedicated use
of the law to achieve equality and justice,”
said Kristin Booth Glen, Dean and Professor
of Law at the CUNY School of Law.

Best Newcomer

Trikone Magazine was given a special citation
as Best Newcomer at the New California
Media awards honoring the best of ethnic
media on May 27, 1999 in San Francisco. [t
was the only queer magazine to be honored at
the event which was

money to be made by portraying the |™
real and imagined miseries of much-
pitied Indian women in the western
market.” And as for the sex that had
the Shiv Sainiks up in arms, Kishwar
1s derisive — “it does indeed require
special genius to transform love-mak-

NEW CAL

IFORNIA MEDIA AWARDS

attended by San

FotS Francisco  Mayor
T | Willie Brown and

. B former HUD secre-
j frenleBelem® | rary Henry Gisneros.
Tidkone Writer and com-

mentator  Richard

W b oot Pt

Rodriguez in his

ing into such a lifeless act and yet sell T

the film as a hot, sensuous and radi-
cal statement on women's sexuality.”

Reconciling with Islam
The first conference for lesbian gay and
bisexual Muslims in New York drew about 60

people, the New York Times reported on May
29, 1999. It was sponsored by the Al-Fatiha

NEW CALIFORNIA MEDIA (NCM) AWARD T0 v note commented
TRIKONE MAGAZINE FOR BEST NEWCOMER

that the “new” Cali-
fornia had been around for over 150 years
though it was only recently that everyone had
started talking to each other. Keeping that in
mind, the best “newcomer” award for
Trikone seemed not appropriate — Trikone
is a mere 13 and for much of that it was a
newsletter, not a magazine!
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LA

BELGIUM

Helto, | am a Belgium boy, 40, | am 1m 84, 75 kg and | have
blond short hair. | look a young boy between 18-30 years for a

close and serious relationship. | speak not so good English, but
vy ¢ - oo
CANADA

| am a 34 year old gay Indian guy who is looking for a wonder-
ful, down to earth, attractive, settled, establised male who
wants to settle down and build a life with his soul mate. | love
movies, dinners, walks, theater, travelling, business, very ambi-
tious, wants to make a difference. | am 57, 155, brown hair,

hazel and fair exion. Where are you? Come to me.
Raj > Toronto, Canada

I'm a 35 yr Indian gay male wanting to meet other guys in the
Vancouver area. I'm 5'9", 145 Ibs, lean well toned guy. If you're

interested then please drop me a fine. Thanks SHAFIQ
Vancouver, BC Canada
I'm an Oriental man living in Toronto, Canada. I'm very interest-

ed in having a friendship with an indian man about 30-35 yrs
old, straight acting, not into gay scene and living in Toronto

area. If you are out there and interested then drop me a few
ines. <SRN Torooto, Canads
I'm young handsome independent researcher working with vari-
ous NGOs and CBOs on HIV/AIDS awareness and rights of gay

communities. Seek deep friendship with anybody committed in
love and relationship. Want to work worldwide in above-men-

tioned areas and settle ere with Mr. Right. Please write to
Raja, dia.

| am smart looking, 19 years old, bi, living in Bangalore. | am
doing job and simultaneously studying. | am not sure whether |
am gay. My hobbies are singing classical music, watching
movies, and traveling. If you are expecting a long refationship

sincerely and hon | am willing to reply. Ramesh
Kamataka India
| am young gay aged 20 yrs, | am looking for long lasting

friendship with decent gays, non-smoking, non-alcoholic, age
18-23 yrs, meeting, cruising, trav management, astrono-

are my hobbies. Please contact
T ey

Hi guys, | am Raghu from India. | am 22, studying MCA and a
very hot person. | am interested in meeting other guys. | am
57, medium built and very passionate. If interested, contact

me. | will be glad to receive you. Raghy <

> Vysore, Kanataka India

A 27 year old, well qualified and experienced gay designer from
Bangalore, India, seeks lemporary projects (arts, theatre, vol-
untary organizations) lo work on, in any part of the world.
Highly dedicated and very enthusiastic individual. Woody

> Bangalore, KT INDIA

A bi curious male from Chennai, India, looking for first time re-
lationship, 36" height. d if interested. Chennai vasis
prefered. Chennal, TN INDIA
An educated, uninhibited indian looking for gay bi friends. B-
ther from Jaipur or visiting Jaipur. Race, religion no bar. Both

willing exciting times ahead. vatsayan
Jaipur, Rajasthan India

| am 39 years old from Bombay. Caring, easy going and offbeat
person. Like interesting people, especially those who are cre-
ative. Any takers? Do write. Vikram

Bombay,

1 am 21, Gujarati, residing in Bombay, studying. | am from a
higher middle class family. | am seeking a marriage of conve-
nience. Rahil < > Bombay, India

INDONESIA

1 am 24yrs, 178cm, 60kg, siim, smooth Chinese, live in In-

0 a top daddy or big brother. Ashura
LATVIA

Medan, ID Indonesia
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Latvian female, 21, who thinks, behaves and longs to be treat-
ed like a boy, talented, strong East Indian sensibilities, looks
like lovely southem Indian boy, seeks understanding E

Wﬂd] for life partner. Jimmy,
MALAYSIA

Hil Fm Steve and a huge Akshaye Khanna fan. Born to a blood
pool of Asian, Portuguese, and even [talian genes (don't ask
me why, | just followed as to what me mommy said), 59,
B2kg with a strong pair of thighs, and love cars and rugby. |
am hoping to meet friends anywhere that share the same inter-

est as me. Write me and we'll ﬁ to know each other. Steve
NETHERLANDS

Good looking, well educated European (33yo, 70 kg, 1m79,
sportive type) would like to meet bi women or feminine looking
men/boys between 15&30, slim, large breast, when visiting
Dethi early July 1999, Love group-sessions. Let me know by
mail whereto ind you. Jonan <SSR > Ams-
terdam, Netherlands .

NEW ZEALAND

| am a 22 yo chinese guy living in New Zealand. | wish to meet
more gay friends all the around the world. Drop me a line and

T e
SINGAPORE

Caring, loving, Chinese prof, 40, fit, manly, discreet, non-scene,

non-smoker, seeks similar Indian man for supportive friendship

and possibly LTR in the area. Overseas may write if you are

looking for a quality friendship. If you are merely looking for a

ONS, | am sorry, please look elsewhere, Do write, telling more
ourself and | will respond. Thanks. Jon

UAE |

Hello. | am a very atfractive 33 year old Indian male seeking
worldwide friends. | stand 5 ft 8 in tall, 62 Kgs. Will answer all

responces. Bye for now. KOOTAN
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates

Indian lad residing in London wishes to meet someone nice
here. | am 37 years old, 6t, and | am in the hospitality trade.
Would prefer any tall friend either Indian, Pakistani, Nepaii. Only
criteria is a sincere soul mate with whom I can share some
good moments. | am not too much in the scene but yes | do

prefer Hbs and am a smoker. Tilpc: TM
USA

If you are an intelligent, attractive, down-to-earth lesbian or bi
woman 22-30 I'd like to get to know you. | am a 25 year old
femme black woman with black shoulder-length hair and hon-
ey-brown skin. 'm 5'6°, 120 Ibs. So much for the superficial. |
read loads, like to see movies, dance, cook and hang out with
friends. | love languages and traveling (I'm trying to plan a va-
cation now). There's more but Il stop here. Please write me If

of what | said als to you, Il write back. -
A - 5 . 4 U5
30yr old 5%, full-figured bik lesbian, professional only, In
search of Indian womyn to share time, attention and emotional
bonding. | am an easy-going person with a love for the finer
things of life. | would like to share with a kind hearted, sweet,
counterpart, | love children, movies, . good food and
travel, If you live either in Sacramento or Bay Area, | would love
to hear from you. Please take the time to drop a line, you wont

be disapointed. | have a weakness for Asian Women.
T e

Fun-loving guy living in Boston looking for guys 1o have a great
time with! | love to do adventurous stuff - from sky diving to
rafting! Have a great sense of humor, and like to live life to the

fullest, 6'2°, brown eyes / hair. | travel a lot within the States on
work.Email mol Jaguar < >
BOSTON, MA USA

Cute Indian male, 26 yrs, 5 10, 150, attractive, Latin looks,
looking for Europeans, Indians, whites, Latinos in the DFW area
with diverse interests and for friendship. Interests include ex-
ploring new cuisine, foreign languages (French), culture, club-
bing, movies, outdoors, witty conversation. | am direct, warm,
witty, prompt and non-flaky. So drop me an email and ma

we could meet. Open to women as friends (only) also. ﬁ
Dallas, TX USA

| am a 45 yr old young looking professional male residing in
Orange County, California, seeking a sensitive, caring, hones!
partner. Am very sincere, compassionate individual, enjoy life
and have varied interests. Nol into bar scene, Am a kid at

h respond. Haresh
> Huntington beach, California USA

Hello, my name is Robert. | am 26 blond hair/blue eyes, white
male, attractive. I'm looking to find an attractive young Indian
male who likes my ad, and would like to see w Id hap-
n us, E-mail me. Thanks. Robert
Los Angeles, CA USA
| have been back from Saudi Arabia for one year. | am a black
man who wants to meet any Indian or Sri Lankan that does not
have a Eurocentric problem! | have met many dark South Asian
men and | think they are some of the most handsome beings
on this planet! | love dark skin and | am looking for the same.
I'd love to hear from any of you, especially those of you near
Philadelphia, PA, or NJ and New York City. All the best.
Bernard *:- Philadeiphia , PA USA
Chinese would like to meet East Indian fri in the Bay Area.
fm 30, 511, 160#. prmcaine.N&
> Sunnyvale, CA USA

Bisexual Indian male in NYC, fit, professional, tall & good-look-
ing, looking for a bisexual indian woman for a committed rela-
tionship leading to marriage. | am mostly heterosexual and only

incidentally bi, and thus want to marry a woman and have a
family. Srvam <SS > New Yo'k, NY USA
Hi! Looking for 2 meaningful LTR? Me too! | am an educated
professional, med. ht, have dik brown hair/eyes - all in all fike a
cuddly teddy bear. | like to travel, read, go for walks - to the
beach, mountains or just round the block. I'm into all kinds of
music and movies. You - with similar or other interests, kind,
good sense of humor, and definitely looking for a refationship.
Preferably a top. Physical appearances are not that important,
as beauty is in the eye of the behoider. Please respond if u r in-

terested in knowing more, and if u have a photo, all the better.
Sanjay *::' Pasadena, CA USA
I'm planning on relocating to Berkeley this summer. 'm looking

to meet other S. Asian grad students at Cal Berkeley for the
purpose of making friends, orienting myself to the area. If any-

one knows of housin unities in Berkeley, please email
e - 1. CA US4

| am a 30 yr old, tal, fit Indian guy looking for 2 marriage of
convenience with a lesbian/bi woman. | am a software profes-
sional working in the Bay Area. | would like my marriage to be
of convenience only with respect to sex. In all other aspects |
want it to be a real marriage. | am looking for my soul mate.

Kannadigas preferred. Bharat|
:Mwale. CA USA

Hil 22 yo with an inquiring mind. Interested in meeting/commu-
nicating with other Indian boys, 18-26, strB acting, 5'9°-6'2"77
| specify height since | am 6 feet myself, Yup, &', 160#'s, Pun-
jabi, with black hair, brown eyes, (fair skinned!?!) if that makes
a difference, very sexy. Email me. dale

> Rochester, NY USA

21 year old East Indian male in New York, looking to meet other
down to earth Indian guys out there for friendship, and maybe
.-. Well, let's Jeave it at that for now. Drop me a line if interest-
ed. Kumar New York, NY USA

Looking for love in Texas. | am a gay Indian male, late 20's and
ready to settle down. You are financially secure, independent.

driven gasy on the eyes and on, a man. sanjay <JJJJi
I - o5, X U4

Bi-male 32, 5117, good-looking, searching for an Indian cou-
ple. Also would like to meet a bi-female for marriage. Not a
marriage of convenience but a real marriage where we are free

1o explore this side of our s ; to hear from you
soon Kmar <SS~ ™ 54

Well educated, d&d free, good-looking professional looking for
bi or gay males in the Tri state area for friendship and possible
LTR. | am 5'5", 160 Ibs, 26 yrs old. Prefer someone who is old-
er and on the heavier side. Interested? jay

Middiesex County, NJ USA
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Call for submssions:

Re-arranging the World:
South Asian Queers and Political Change

Are you a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered
South Asian whose politics and work extend
beyond your sense of sexual identity?

As queers of South Asian descent, we struggle
with homophobia and heterosexism, yet we also
engage in myriad efforts towards broader social
and ecological change. We are union organizers
and video producers, we work in homeless shelters
and teach English as a second language, we plant
community gardens and organize rallies against
NATO aggression in the Balkans, we do child care
and work to green our cities, we are writers and
facilitate undoing racism workshops. Although
informed by our sexualities, our activism and wark
are by no means limited to the politics of sexuali-
ty; but rather, our efforts move across boundaries
into many diverse realms of concern.

San Francisco-based Trikone — Sanskrit for trian-
gle — is the first, and longest-running, community
publication for, by, and about, lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual and transgendered people of South Asian
heritage.

A forthcoming issue of Trikone will focus on our
relationships to, and work around, concerns which
may not specifically be considered queer issues per
se, such as: human rights, nuclear disarmament
and peace activism, justice issues, the environ-
ment Jecology, urban/rural concerns, health,

Trikone Magazine

A\ plcture worth a

SO WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SOUTH ASIAN AND QUEER?

feminist /women's, solidarity work, ability, class,
work/labour, technology, native issues, cultural
production, literacy, education, poverty, immigra-
tion, child care...

We invite you to submit experiential narratives,
interviews, poetry, critical reflections and essays,
artwork and photography, exploring why you are
passionate about these and other issues; how they
relate to and are informed by your queer South
Asian perspective; and discussing the challenges
you've faced in integrating your politics, sexuality
and culture.

Submission Deadline: August 1, 1999

Length: 500-1000 words

Please include a 2-4 line biography, along with
your address, phone number and e-mail. Contrib-
utors will retain copyright on their material, and
will receive a copy of the magazine.

If we receive more compelling submissions than
can be included in the magazine we will also com-
pile an anthology for publication. Please let us
know if you would be interested in contributing to
this expanded project.

For more information, or to make a submission,
please e-mail guest editors:

ANUJA MENDIRATTA: anuja@yorku.ca

MARK HASLAM: mhaslam@yorku.ca

or write to us:

¢fo 37 Melbourne Ave., Toronto,

Ontario, M6K 1K4, Canada

Telephone: 416-537-7742

The journal Men and Masculinities seéks empiri-
cal and theoretical articles for an upcoming multi-
disciplinary issue devoted to Islamic Masculinities.
In the last two decades, attention to gender issues

Please send entries to
Picture Perfect

Trikone, PO Box 21354, San Jose, CA 95151-1354

For more info e-mail editor@trikone.org

or call (415) 789-7322

Extended Deadline
October 31 1999

Send as many entries as you wish. Include your name and address with each entry. Entries may be blac
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THE FIRST EVER TRIKONE PHOTO COMPETITION

PICTURE PERFEC

Prizes galore — cash, subscriptions, books and more. And, of course, everlasting fame.

in the Islamic world has been focussed almost
exclusively on a quest to understand femininity —
with Muslim women's oppression, the practice of
female genital mutilation, and the everlasting
question of the veil. But masculinities in Islamic
cultures have so far not received as much atten-
tion as they deserve.

Please submit essays of up to 7000 words by Jan-
uary 14, 2000, to:

Dr. Lahoucine Quzgane

Department of English

University of Alberta

Edmonton, AB Canada T6G 2E5

E-mail: Lahoucine.Ouzgane @ualberta.ca

The Journal for Gender Studies is publishing a
special issue of Gender and Globalisation in
Autumn 2000. Themes may include: Interrogating
the dominant conceptualisation of globalisation,
Transnationalisation of identity politics (youth cul-
ture, gender, sexuality), the feminisation of labour
and the gendering of labour markets etc, We
encourage contributions from academics, activists,
NGOs, government organizations etc. Contribu-
tions may take the form of academic articles, short
essays, comments, letters, reports, short fiction,
poetry, photographs, artwork or book reviews,

Submissions should be sent to:

The Editors

The Journal of Gender Studies, CASS,

University of Hull

Hull HUB 7RX, England

E-mail: Journal-Gender-Studies@cas.hull.ac.uk

Deadline: January 30, 2000

words!

LM WINNING ENTRIES WILL APPEAR IN TRIKONE
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This information is provided as a service fo
readers. If your grotp’s listing is missing or
incorrect, let us know so we may make the
necessary changes. An up-lo-date lisling
makes it easier for others to contact your
group or publication. Write, call, or email;
Trikone Resources, PO, Box 21354, San
Jose, CA 95151, USA, (408) 270-8776, re-
sources@Irikone.org

Internet

GAYBOMBAY: gaybombay-subscribe@
egroups.com

GAYDELHI: http://members.tripod.com/gaydel-
h/

GAYINDIA: gayindia-subscribe@egroups.com
GAY-MUSLIMS: write majordomo@quesrnet
.org with a one-line message body: subscribe
gay-musfims

GLAD-SRILANKA: glad-srilanka-subscribe
@makelist .com

GLBPOC, a list for GLBT people of color and
their allies: write majordomo@abacus.oxy.edu
with a one-line message body: subscribe
gibpoc

HEALTH: complementary therapies for people
with HIV/AIDS including Ayurveda, Siddha,
homeopathy, yoga: http://www.interlog.com/
~akash

HOMAAN, a list for gay/lesbian/bisexual Per-
sians: write majordomo(@io.org with a one-
line message body: info homaan-L.
HUMSAFAR TRUST: hitp://www.humsafar.org/
KHUSHDC: http://www.egroups.com/list/
khushde

KHUSHINDIA: khushindia-subscribe@egroups
.com

KHUSHLIST {formerly KHUSH, BLUELOTUS):
hitp://www.egroups.com/list/khushlist/
KHUSHNET: hitp://www.khushnet.com
LAMBDA ISTANBUL: hitp://yunus.mam.tubitak
.govtr, hitp://ravel mamtubitak gov.tr/~haluk
/haluk.htmi, or turkiye@qdr.org
QUEERARABS: write majordomo@ queer-
net.org with a one-line message body: sub-
scribe queerarabs. A closed list for queer
Arab women at sherifk@medcolpa.edu
SAGRRLS: sagrris-subscribe@onelist.com
SAMALINGA, selected postings from khush-
list: hitp://www.geocities.com/WestHolly-
wood/5838/

Publications

Avec Pyar, 96 Spadina Ave #607, Toronto,
Ontario M5V 2J6, Canada. 1-416-504-9932,
fax 1-416-504-9973, desh@io.org, Desh
Pardesh's quarterly zine of news, views, and
reviews. Submissions welcome.

Bombay Dast, 105A Veena Beena Shopping
Center, Opp. Bandra Station, Bandra (W),
Bombay 400 050.

Khush Khayal, PO. Box 6172, Station A,
Toronto, Ontario M5W 1P6, Canada. Quarter-
ly. $5/year.

Naya Pravartak: House journal of Counsel
Club. C/o Ranjan, Post Bag 794, Calcutta 700
017, India. Copies from Trikone for $5 each;
proceeds benefit Counsel Club.

Paz Y Liberacion (Peace and Liberation) is for
gay liberation in the developing world. Read-

rs in Asia get copies free on request. Paz Y
Liberacion, PO. Box 66450, Houston, TX
77266, USA.

Sacred Love: a bimonthly for men who love
men. Friends India, Post Box 59, Mahanagar,
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Lucknow, 226 006, India. Single copy Rs. 30,
annual Rs 175.

Shakti Awaaz; A quarterly voice of Shakti, PO,
Box 93, 28A, Seymour Place, London, WiH
5WJ, UK,

Shamakami: An international network and
journal for South Asian lesbians and bi-sexual
women. Shamakami, ¢/o PO. Box 1006, Ja-
maica Plain, MA 02130, USA. E-mail:kbho-
jwani@aol.com

Trikone Magazine, 0. Bax 21354, San Jose,
CA 95151, USA. (408) 270-8776. Quarterly.
$12.95/year North America, $19.95/year
Overseas.

Australia

MELBOURNE: Anbar, a group for lesbigaytran
people of South Asian heritage. Anbar, ¢/o
3/258 Rathmines St, Fairfield, Melbourne, Vic-
toria 3078, Australia, (613) 9481-1424

SYDNEY: Saheli, a friendship network for de-
si/pardesi dykes in Austrafia and New
Zealand. Poonam (018) 164-316 glowing_di-
amond@hotmail.com, Uma (02) 9559-4486
umakalishakti@hotmail.com

Bangladesh

DHAKA: Bandhu Social Weifare Society, 106
Kakrail, Dhaka, Bangladesh. 880 2 933
9898/407683. Agency for sexual health for
men who have sex with men.

Canada

Montreal: Sathi: South Asian Queer Group,
Salman M. Husain (514) 279-2031.

TORONTO: Alliance for South Asian AIDS Pre-
vention, 399 Church St, 3rd Floor, Toronto,
Canada. (416) 351-0131.

TORONTO: Khush: South Asian Gay Men, PO.
Box 6172, Station A, Toronto, ON, M5W 1P6,
Canada. Hotline (416) 925-XTRA ext 2173.
hitp://www.interiog.com/~khush

TORONTO: Desh Pardesh, intra-national orga-
nization exploring contemporary and diasporic
South Asian culture, art, activism. Annual fes-
tival/conference, year-round programming,
workshops, forums, coalition building. 401
Richmond St West Suite 450, Toronto, ON,
M5V 3A8, Canada. (416) 340-1418,
desh@ican.net

VANCOUVER: Atish Network Society, 107-680
East Broadway, Vancouver, BC V5T 1X7,
Canada, (604) 878-9991, ans@canada.com

India

BANGALORE: Good As You. ¢/o Samraksha,
#402 Ranka Apts Block 4, Lalbaugh Road
(near Double Road), Bangalore, 560 025, In-
dia. goodasyou@hotmail.com ,
BANGALORE: Sabrang, Post Box 7625, Ban-
galore, 560 076, India

sabrano@maﬂcny enm

BOMBAY: Bombay Dost, 105A Veena Beena
Shopping Centre, Opposite Bandra Station,
Bandra (W), Bombay 400 050, India. For gay
men and lesbians.

BOMBAY: Humsafar Center, P B. No 6913,
Santa Cruz (W), Bombay 400 054, India.
Voice mail (22) 972-6913. Drop-in center op-
erated by Humsafar Trust for gay men and
lesbians. Meets Fri 6-9 pm.

BOMBAY: Stree Sangam, P0. Box 16613,
Matunga, Bombay 400 019, india.
admin@faow.ilbom.emet.in. A collective of
lesbian and bisexual women.

CALCUTTA: Counsel Club, ¢/o Ranjan, Post

Bag No. 794, Calcutta 700 017, India. Meets
first & third Sunday of every month, 4-7 pm.
Directions from Pawan 240-5237. Rs 50 per
quarter entities you to 2 issues of Naya
Pravartak and other services like pen pal list-
ing, access to archives, counseling help. For
gay men, lesbians, and bisexuals.
CALCUTTA: Praajak Welfare Society (formerly
Naz Foundation India Trust, Calcutta Project),
468 A Block K, New Alipur, Calcutta 700 053,
India. HIV/AIDS/sexualities and sexual health
action group.

CALCUTTA: Parichay, PO. Box 13003, Calcut-
ta 700 053, India. For gay men.

CHENNAI; Sahodaran, c/o Prakriti, 6 Ja-
ganathan Road, Nugambakkam, Chennai, TN
600 034, India. Agency for sexual heaith for
men who have sex with men.

HYDERABAD: SAATHI, a gay support group.
Meets monthly. owaiskhan@hotmail.com
HYDERABAD: Expression, a gay support
group in Secunderabad. Meets twice a month.
expressionhyd@hotmail.com

LUCKNOW: Friends India, Post Box 366, GPO,
Lucknow, UP 226 001, India. For men who
love men. (522) 275-905

LUCKNOW: Bharosa Project, 21/6/5 Peerpur
House, 8 Tilak Marg, Lucknow, UP 226 001,
India. (522) 275-905. Sexual health agency
for men who have sex with men. Daily 4-6
pm except Thu.

NEW DELHI: AIDS Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan,
Post Box 5308, New Delhi 110 053, India.
Community work in issues of education,
heaith, law, women, gay men and lesbians,
bioad donors, drug abusers.

NEW DELHI; Humrahi, D-45 Gulmohar Park,
New Delhi 110 049, India. Meets every Sat 7-
8 pm. Helpline {11) 685-9113 Mon & Thu 7-9
pm. hitpy//www.geocities.com/westholly-
wood/heights/4463, owais@bigfoot.com.
Darpan newsletter.

NEW DELHI: Naz Foundation India Trust, D-45
Gulmohar Park, New Delhi, 110 049, India.
(11) 685-1970. South Asian sexual health or-
ganization.

NEW DELHI: Sangini, ¢/o Naz Foundation In-
dia Trust, D-45 Guimohar Park, New Dehi,
110 049, India. For lesbians. Meets evey Sat-
urday. Helpline (11) 685-1971.

NEW DELHI: Women's Network, PO. Box 142,
GPO, New Delhi 110 001, India. For lesbians.
NEW DELHI: Siddhartha Gautam Trust for
Sexual Minorities and Survivors of Sexual
Abuse, B5/207, Safdarjung Enclave, New Del-
hi. 110 029, India. Ashwini (11) 610-1391,
fax (11) 685-5997.

VISHAKHAPATNAM: New group forming.
Write: Dominick, P 0. Box 203, Vishakhapat-
nam, AP 530 001, india.

Malaysia

KUALA LUMPUR: Pink Triangle, PO. Box
11859, 50760, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Counseling, AIDS prevention.

New Zealand

AUCKLAND; Mastana, PO. Box 52085, Kings-
land, Taamaki Makau Rau (Auckland), 1003,
Aotearoa (New Zealand). A mixed South Asian
queer group.

Pakistan

FAISALABAD: Hum-Khayal Publications, Attn:
Anjum, 2 Jinnah Colony, Faisalabad, Pakistan.
Publishers of Pakistan's first book of gay po-
efry, Narman, by Ifti Nasim.

Singapore

SINGAPORE: Action for AIDS, 62-B, Race
Gourse Road, Singapore, S-218568.

Sri Lanka

WATTALA: Companions on a Journey, 1003/5
Park Lane, Welikada, Rajagiriya, Sri Lanka.
(94} 075-331988. coj@sri.lanka.net. Gay
men and lesbians.

United Kingdom

LONDON: Naz Project London, Palingswick
House, 241 King St, London, W6 9LP UK.
(181) 741-1879. Dost group for gay men
from South and West Asia. Dost Youth Group
for people under 25 meets last Sat 3pm.
dost_youth@hotmail.com

LONDON: Naz Foundation, Palingswick House,
241 King St, London, W6 9LP, UK. Interna-
tional development agency for sexual health
for men who have sex with men in South
Asia. {181) 563-0191.

LONDON: Shakii, PO. Box 93, 28BA Seymour
Piace, London, W1H SWJ, UK. Helpline Thu
pm (171) 837-7341. South Asian lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transsexual people,

United States

ATLANTA: Trikone-Atlanta, PO. Box 18638, At-
lanta, GA 31126-0638, USA, (404) 869-
8618. For gay men and lesbians.

AUSTIN, TX: Trikone-Tejas, PO, Box 4589,
Austin, TX 78765, USA. (512) 322-0638.
trikonetejas@geocities.com,
www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/3259. A
campus coalition of queer and straight Asians.

BOSTON: MASALA: Massachusetts Area
South Asian Lambda Association, PO, Box
1182, Cambridge, MA 02142, USA. (617)
499-9669. bostonmasala@egroups.com. For
pay, lesbian, and bisexual South Asians, -

CHICAGO: Khuli Zaban (312) 409-2753. For
South Asian lesbians and bisexual women.

CHICAGO: Sangat, Box 268463, Chicago, IL
60626, USA. Viru, Ifti (773) 506-8810, fax
(773) 271-4024. sangat@juno.com, youn-
gal@aol.com, hitp//members.aol.com/youn-
gal/sangat html. Gay men and lesbians.
JAMAICA PLAIN: Shamakami, c/o PO. Box
1006, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130, USA. Kbho-
jwani@aol.com. International network/journal
for South Asian lesbians and bisexual women.

LOS ANGELES: Trikone-Los Angeles, /o PO.
Box 10432, Canoga Park, CA 91309, USA.
(818) 895-2238. For gay men and lesbians.
NEW YORK: Lesbian & Gay Immigration
Rights Task Force, PO. Box 7741, New York,
NY 10116-7741, USA. (212) 818-9639, in-
fo@lgirtf.org, www.lpirtf.org

NEW YORK: South Asian Lesbian & Gay As-
sociation, PO. Box 50, Cooper Station, New
York, NY 10276, USA. (212) 358-5132. sal-
ganyc@hotmail.com

PHILADELPHIA: SALGA-Philadelphia, 201 §
12th Street, Suite 1R, Philadelphia, PA 19107,
USA. (215) 563-2424. For gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, and transgender South Asians.

SAN FRANCISCO: Sadhana Brothers, ¢/o Ed
Brophy, 4211 B 23rd St, San Francisco, CA
94114, USA. (415) 647-4388. For gay men
interested in Hindu spirituality.

SAN JOSE: Trikone, PO. Box 21354, San .
Jose, CA 95151, USA. (408) 270-8776.
Trikone-web@trikone.org,
hitpy//www.trikone.org. For lesbians, gay men,
and bisexuals.

WASHINGTON, DC: Khush-DC, PO. Box
53149, Temple Heights Stn, Washington, DC
20009, USA. (202) 728-3870.
khushdc@geocities.com, hitp://www.geoci-
ties. com/WestHollywood/4 786/
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