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'News · f 
the World' 
censured 
THE Press Council has 
severely censured the 
News of the World for 
harassing a transexual 
and publishing a 'dis
tasteful ' story about her, 
grossly intruding into 
her privacy. 

ly The council upheld a com
er plaint by Miss Alexandra 
:c· MacRae that a past incident 
il- was needlessly raked up by 
1e the paper whioh harassed 
er her and intruded into her 
re privacy without any over-

riding justification of public 
er interest. 
at Miss MacRae told the 
1e council she shrank from 
1d complaining until medical 
r- tests showed she suffereft 
d. fr m a fhysical coooi tion -
·d a congenital chromosomal 
t,' disorder - and not some 
m psychological illness. Be· 
:o cause her ppjvacy had al-
1g ready been iJitruded upon, 
:n there was no point in seek
:e ing to preserve it. 
u The News of the World 
a reported that 18 months 
:- after Mr A. W. S. Rae left 
1· Stornoway. Miss A. W. S. 
e MacRae started work with 

Inverness District Council 
n as a legal assistant. An un· 
f named councillor was quoted 
f as being convinced they 
0 were the same person. The 
e newspaper recalled Mr Rae 
e was. at Stornoway for five 
f years, was married, and 

played rugby. In 1975 staff 
t at -a Jocal hotel claimed he 

. '· had dined there dressed as 4 
s a woman but he denied this. 

The News of the World 
• said Miss MacRae had 
an~ered the door of her • 

r Inverness council flat and • 
• sai~ she Ji-red alone. Asked • 
l whetl!li!t : she was Mr Rae, 
e she Sliid this was a /fascinat· 
t ing suggestion and closed 

the door. The report in
., eluded a head-and-shoulders 
e picture of Mr Rae and a 
t fuJJ.Jength photograph of a 

woman captioned as Alex
andra MacR'ae outside her 
flat. 

The then editor, Mr Ken 
Donlan, was told of the com· 
plaint, and Mr Henry 
Douglas, legal manager, told 
Miss MacRae it was a pity 
she had not felt able to make 
'the position clear to the 
News of the World reporter. 
The newspaper had published 
fu good faith an accurate 
staterrient of an apparent 
mystery surrounding a public 
servant. It was not pejorative 
but factual and even sympa
thetic. 

Mr Douglas told the Press 
Council the News of the 
World considered it was a 
borderline case whether 
Miss MacRae's public posi· 
tion. justified investigation of 
her private life. They decided 
it did, especially in view of 
rumours m the district. 

The Press Cou~il's 
adiudicntion "W"as ! the lVeW$ 
of the World behaved un
ethically by needlessly and 
unfairly raking up a past 
incident in a way which was 
undoubtedly likely to cause 
pain and affront to the com
plainant and her family. As 
an example of th.e distasteful 
way in which the story was 
treated it was wholly un
necessary and unjustifiable 
for the newspaper to refer to 
and identify Miss MacRae's 
former wife in the way it 
.did. 

Its persistence in repeat· 
edly attempting to interview 
Miss MacRae by effectively 
laying siege to her over two 
days when she had made 
clear she wanted to have no· 
thing to do with its reporter 
was serious harassment. So 
was the attempt to photo
graph her. 

There was a gross intru· 
sion into her privacy which 
was unjustified by any public 
interest, despite the defence 
put forward by the news· 
paper. The complaint is UP· 
held. 
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