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Interview with: Marsha Botzer 

lntnview d.alff.: 9{1.',/96, IMl/98, and 10/16198 

lntuviewed kw NWLCHMP by: Ruth Pettis 

Tnntcribed by: Lynn Frothingham 

Tot.ll number of Liipea: 4 SoWld qualily: good 

Re.!rictiont: ~ 

Buie biogniphiul information 
Yearofbirth: 1947 

Place of birth: Seattle, WA 

Ethnic origin: While (but Slilled she"$ not CQl"Nortable with ethnicity bbels) 

Cxcupation: Founder and Public Relations Director, lngenoll GendffCenter 

King County ~ident: lifelong 

TopiQ: personal history .u I tnnsgender penon; education. work, travel, and developing 

awarenas of transgender Identity from 19605 on,; discus5ions with mi.>dietl and psychiatric 

professional,;, and founding Inger9011 Cenlff; experience in ~ling other transsexuals. 

!See also: NWLCHMP interview w. Sandr1 Foll.sh.gie. Marsha Botzer, and Ja.n.ic:e Van Cleve, 

September I, 1999.J 



"-vitwwilhMarshaBotzcr 

0.lCS:Sc-pctmber24,1998;0clooer9,L99S;Octoberl6,199S 

lnlcrviewcd for NWLGHMP by Ruth Pettis 

T,._.,bcdbyLym,Frnthirlpam 

Toulnumberof11pe5: ◄ 

VocalemphasisinlloJicJ. 

Someplaccslwdioheat.Phonetlcs-[dlbnocl.tl!I]. 

mierophonctest: 

R\llh: ... Whydoll'lyoujustsay,omrthing. 

Man.ha:Allrighl.Thelime10behlppyisnow.Theplace10behlppyishere.And1heway10behappyis10makc -~ 
Ruth; Okay. thi, is Ruth Petti, for the NonhweSI Lesbian and G.-y History MUM!um Projecl, It's Sepltmber24th, 

1991.Todayl'mtalkinawnhMarm&Bomr,whoisthedinclorof""'blicrelalionsfurlhelnecnollGenderCenier 

llldsheisabothejot,Nkroflhelngeno!IGendcrCenccrand-""aoin&10be1&lki111aboulthlllOday.So, 

M,rsha.whydolll~stanbyyoulellingmeyourbinhdalcandbinhplace. 

Manha:Oby,pdwdoil,andlhankyooverymo,chforthi,opportmticy10s,-kwnhyouaboutthc,seissue,for 

yo..-projca. l.cl's...,,binhdate,thll""""ldbe Fd>nmy26, 1947here inScaale.1'¥ebeenamidcruofSanle1II 

my life. 

Rlllh:Didyouspcndmostofyo..-p,,wift&up~inSe.ule? 

Man.ha:ldidindtt<I.TheO,-,Aru>eHillamiofSeattle. 

Ruch:Wheredidyousa1oxhoolandwbcn:wcn,)'0Uuluc.icd'/ 

Manha:Bolhochools..:,wwndominium,-ldoll\knowwhllttwmeans-bollilwasQucenAnneG,-deSchool 

lndQueenAn,..llighSchool 

Ruch:lffle's1ques1ionthalmi&flt11ttm11ialepn>¥DCa1i,,..,lhopcinagoodway.Doyoulhillk)'OUreoci_,the 

90Cialiwionthalwustar>dwdforboyswbenyouweregrowinjup? 



Manha: Oh,yes. Very much so. A,amemberof10halcould incleedbode$cribcdqui10 fairlyutho middlodau 

growingupin1heSO,ond60s.lCfflainlydid.lthlnksubjecttoallthes1oreocypc,andoxpcc11uiomondbol;.f,1hll 

ayou"3malei11ou.-cuhwe1tlhaltimefromlhcmiddleclasso;ouldbocxpcctcd10hold.ConceptsofwllatitW11SlO 

beamanorwoman.Rflcialooneq:,tS.Collcept,ofwbalW11Sri&hlondwrong.Whaltherewastobealnidof,dw. 

,onofth;._ 

Ruth:C..youio(Oanysp«ifoc,.espeeiallyinlfflnSofpd,ersocialinlion,ofwhllkindsoflhingslhlywcn: 

trying-how1hcywcn,uyin1totcachyoutobo? 

Marsha: Well, I think my story is nodifftreM than any of the thousands of people who vitit US hen: when \bey Uy 

lhaltheycan\reallypindoW11anypa,ticu.lar1.....,i,;,ig,andlccrtainlycan\bwlknowlhcmesugotlwmales 

bdlavcdinone-yandfnnalesinanothcrwasc:atainlyllffln&.AnditW11Saloft&theorderof..........,pn:wide 

dllmeslic:andlove-ccn1ondJ011ofLifefunclions.andmenprovide1hccuuctwiththeoutetworldand~­

prolfflionandprovidinaroles.Andcatainlymy,nomanddad~dlclaerolespffll)'well,aJthou&hlhly 

hadbeesllflroughthewarandhlldmanyCJ<periences,theylike,omanyothetsl-i,ectcamet-kandc:stabli,.hcd 

liYOintheSO,lhetewhotemom11ayedalhomoonddadWfllt1owor\:..Thal,;au.inlyW11Slhee&!leandnovere~n• 

ftr$ltl>ooghtwu&iventothatulg:n:,wupandallthefolksintheneighborboodlha1Jknow,theotherki<b,had 

parcntslhalwcn:intbeumesituotion,ahhoughoomehadlessmoncyandsomohadnlOn'.llUltheyal!followed 

lhalsameblsic:dad-workcd,mon ... 1ayal-a-home,dw.W11Sccrtainlythere. No.-erthoughtaboutlhaluntil much. 

.....:hi.,,-011.Probably1'ormeit-asthelluhigbschool..-!ycollcger-,.when1'-kindsofthingsreally 

bep,toc:omeiMoa,,ykilldofqucstionalalL 

Ruth:ThalW11Sgoin&tobomynoxtquestion,wu:howoldwereyouwhenyoustar1Cdtothinkorbcoomoawan: 

thalthiskindofsocialimi<lnproce:sswmn\"takina"withyou,ifthal.,,thccomctwt.ylo-

Manha: l"d like to make, II luSljllSt for me. thedisliftC!ion between all lhals"!O"that was l"in& on about 

socializationorwtwcvcrwewani(Oc:allitandthefeelinpthal.wcn:inrneasapcnonthal.laterwouldidcnlifyas 

--=~llllondnns,cnder.Oh.ineidentally,asisobvious.~l'msaym&isfihomlthrou&J,my-,, 

ini..tiees.fftlinp.bolief1mdtoon.ladmitthalli,illy.,..;jwhollymdlra.llywanttostatethalnowbccamea, 

youintaviewotherfolks)'DU1lsetdilf=n1\llcsonwhaitmcanstobe~andtoon.llutthlt'1jusl 

P'ffDfthepme.pa,toftheucitemen1inthi1wholc:worldofFndoridentitythallhoporemainsopen.andnovcr 

fifl<b:thatit'•SoillJIIOstiekwithjustone(lefinitk,., 

Okly.wilhallthallinloth.in&aside,lsaylhalwhilc:IW11Sreallynotvaballyawan:-hadweu1do"'nand1alkcd 

wt,e,,lwas)'OWl~rmsinlcould-lla.-esaldthal.rmbeiQssocializalas1male-lwmawan:lromthew:ry 

elfliesttimethaltherewastonlldlingthal~h>mlftl,mdapUll'mjUS1mirrorinaYlffllsthal.l'vehcardlhwsancb 

oflimeshtR in,_1"""'5and#O<lndthe~inmyvisitswitti0lhernnsge,,detcd peopk. Thc:concq,clhalycs, 

I'm boy or I'm &irl and yeuomehow. somehow 11i.;s 1sn, quite worting like it s«ms to be for tho Oilier children 

aroundmeor-andofcouneitdoesn"treallyfflllter.inourcuhuro-itwasonQ,.leenAnnc:lliplScl>oolcin:al950s 



(thcUnitedSWes,pw;leschoolsandsoon)-thuculture-oenainlydiff=ntthallsomebodyp-owinaupin• 

1ribalsit11111ion,bulbolicveilornot.wecaihear1imi._.wonlsandil'11ha:~that-aroundme-.,;.,. 

on,ldidn,fe,el1hlli1"'11Sreallywort.in1Jforme,thuldidn,secmto-mysclfdoingthewnclhin&s .. thcothcr 

kids wt-re doing. And that's how to dc.scribe-bccau.sc wbcn I looked at ocher boysai that lime I would IL!lw 

catainlysaidthat,mdl'dsaylhattheySfffflcdilapp)'orlhcy-mcdmon'ateMtor-andn.otcventhosewordsin 

lhccarlyyc.sbccalK,ofODWX,na1inychildyoudon,1ia...,lhakindof~lary.Soperhapil~wilh 

r...1i11&1-oenainlylwouldsaylha'showil"'11Sforrnc,startiflawith•r...lin&lhaoomcthi111'•no1ri!Jhl,sornclhin&'1 

wrong.som~ing'soutofpl-.Bu1mos1lyjll!lfttlinp.Lateronlwouldlookoroundand511y,"l'mju11no1 

imcre,tc<JindoiJl&thclhinpthatlhcseothcrfolkllaredoin&-"Andthcrooslsupm',cialwouldbo,lel'ssay,sportS 

forlhcboy,and""""'kindofsocial11ttivityforthewomcn.lloldingbKk,holdinlJbllCkftomthlllc:onnectionwith 

Olherkids.Andlhal .. inmimlnsonllllyofourclienuandliiendslhalvisil11th.erc.NocalW1.ys,butil'softcflthc 

cuethat1hcy'llrepon,asl'mtellingyouri1Jh1110w,thuthoseearlyyearswen:oncsoffoclin&SC10ff,focling 

coofl«d, fttlingdiffcrent,allhough lan\eo;cnS11ythat I woulde-hawuscdthc word "different." j,st/tt/lng 

thlll ii di<ln\ wort.- my pi.,. in lhc world - hence holdin& bod from conncaions in the world, holdin& bod ftom 

lhc\ltUallncndshipslhatyouwouldupeakidstobomakin&,Andforcvcrsoma,yyeanlllefonl1"0<'dmdif 

11111ybctlwWDafuncrionoftomeotho:roomponcn1ofmy~~holoSY,buthavingheardsomanyS1orie,; 

nowfrom-againtrOUndtheworld,mirroringlhat-whilel<lon\disoountthatitcouldbemyo""'p:s)IChology,i1 

1lsocon11inssomt1hin1tllll'1verycommoo,tothctninsK~uatllran5gendcrcxpmencc.Andthat'sfe,elin&outof 

plaot.holdin&bact.n.otmakin&comcctior-.. 

Thereyouareinlhoseearlyyearswbena~offolkllarerun,,inj..-oundjoiflin11inlccHq110Sandclubsandthalsort 

oflhin1-manyof11S.andlhisistrueforme,wnen.otdoir111hat.Alon<lykid.No,110,no-wron1word,1on<ly.A 

kidalonc,bulootneussarilyloaely.That,_muc:hoflhecarlyyoulh.Hcnccwhcnachilddoeslhat,thcyquile 

ollcnanradandlllldolhcrW1.ysofllllifta"1'thctimc,whichldid.We'¥ohelrdsomanyswriel#o.idhereof 

howp<(l!llellllcdupthcirlivawbcnlhcywen:aloae.AndformcthatWISradin1-playingpmes•lone.lhatson 

of thing. And lhars how ii - as I mncmbtr it in 1hosc very early years, ond •in I tltink that'&• prctly fair mirror 

ofwhatilisformanyof11tlhllf..:ethne .... issues.A11imewcn1by,ohmy&Wl,as1imewcn1by[snap:s 

fingers]- ~tlt.oflifelhen lhllthccullwal side of ii played itspart,eoinlin10schoo~•fiiahlcninglhin&for 

1111:lxause110wlwouldhlwtobcinlhcproximilyofotbtnand110tfcclingpW1icularlyc:omfonablewilhbody 

ond$Clf.Thatncvcrsetwell 
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Ruth:Soil-.lslikclherewusomeawan:nessltthatageof-

Manha:Oh.YffYmuehso. 

Ruth: -axnseofapanness. 

Marsha: Uh-huh. You lrnow, I have my own studies goi"i now. one oftht llfiCSI in thc: world. 4S2 poM-operaliV<: 

male--to-ft:rnalepeople.andquiteoftfflinthc:-..od.wedowiththoscfolbimt/Jarsioriesawe-,-andilmakesme 

lhinkofmyow,,1inlllion.w1,ichl'mdescribin&toyou•ftOlbein&SO"ffYuniqllebulcauinly1tSpofound1tS 

someofthc:Olhersinlhll:whenwe./ff/andwhcnlfehthisconfusionaboollslffll)lybe-ina;-aboul .. lfwitho,Athosc 

kindofwords-thtmponsewutohoklm<kandtofttluncornfonablcinthe~of~ Thll""be-rad 

in1llkindsof-ys.lnhighschool1tonepoin1lmnemberbeina .. ntto1psychologist-orthc:oquiv1lcntof1 

psycholoaiSlfflthoscdays-bcclUSetheyWfflconwnc,dll\llJwujustJ>Otconn«f/"1wilhuha-ki<b.Andnever 

waslhec:on,c:q,tofgmderorpndetidmtityorfordwmattetoricnWM;lllor•yoflhosekindsofissucsrmcd,not 

surpn$ifl&ly.iathtaoly50s.So.Qllookedllunderthtrubfw;:sofwhll,...,oaillble11thc:1ime.Nodlinacamo, 

oftliat.cxceptdwoneinler,iewandsomea:,ootmaboulthefacclwa.,boldinam<kl'romcormcctions.Andso 

ogoin those around me, and I too, Md ooanswers os lO why this wu thc: ca.,e. Thal I s.e as the pmonal dilemma for 

manyfoll<sfacin11hekindsofissucswe'rediscussin1-

Riab:Clnyo,,lhinli:of111yspa:ific:ir>cidallllornaitslhatllwowthoscfeelinpin!Orelief?AllylD<lfDfflU:lhalyou -
Mat:W.:Ycs,oneinparticulardoescometomind.Perhapsoneofthc:earlicstactl'lllgendtr-basedthoughtsisthi,­

lct ,..._ ifl ""remembcrthis,..cll-1 wascomin1downsuiirsaodilwas inthedayswhcnquiteoften wives 

wouldhl..,thc:ir6icndsin.allfcmale.!Wldhavccolfee.Foll<sal-yshavedonelhllandalwayswillbe.B,_ldo 

~lhll.and my mom l,ad- liieod, in!Wldthey"'ff1:sinin&inlhelivi111roomoflhehorne!Wldlcamo, 

dowll and I looked into thc: room IWld I lhoughtsomrlhin1 on thc: order of. "Why om I 11111jim as they arer Not in 

thoscword&,beca1Ml'masmallchild111lwpoin1,bulthatwasthc:ftt/l..g.Thalf.,.1;na0f"Whyaren,1them,01 

likcthemr'Theywen:a:UwomCl'linthc:room.AndlhllkindofconfU$ion.lhllkindofpun:ronfusioninthc: 

beginflinalhllll1JanSlaleda-on-andhere'11hesocialmlion,-iaslcan..,.~formysdf.oertainly.andl've 

1-d~l'romourlnendsandclienlshm-d>ld:thosekindoff.,.lingssomdaowJOllla,c,dlSwn>n&bytheculnR. 

Jim111pyorlesbianpcnon.._pn:,bl,blyl0klyoudtqfd1eslyondwthm:,...ll0ml:thi!lg~wiltlthc: 

fftlinplheywen:feelinJ. They1111ynotlllovebeellablct0tcllyouhowtheyknewit.thtyl:Mwil.Samethi"8,for 

me.Andt(lin.cidcntslikc1halwouldoccurUld11l&rew1lit1lcbiloldtt.lwouldbelooking111thtOlberwomtn 

aroundme.1id1oroundmcinthepDschool,cvenpcrhaps-ahhoughl""'•Yfor"""-1Slowas 

kindorpnffl. Welllovrdcfu.ilctydocumellledlhll""""'ofti-lttlingsaotw:li:10)'0Utveryforstve<bal- >'ff)' 

firsl1imeoft~prasion.fflmanyofourdicnts.Andml~lbat"-.sthm:formeahhoughlcannot~ 

beyond.aylbouttiv,:ytmoldorso. 



""'l.GIIMl'l~~Bot....--, 

R"1ll:Didyouhave1iblinp1 

Marsha: No, oo. We wondered fora long rime if maybe 1his gt'lldtr idcmity, lhal is the iranssex,....I, form l>ad 

something to (IQ wilh, say, llow llllDY in 1hc fimily and $iblinp.and now we know 11111 i1 doc::!n,. Ofoounc, bcin& 
an1111lychildmadeitoasicr10bealoncandno1coan«t.Bllln'ffl"","°manyoflhepeoplewhohavecomchm:, 

who'vel>ad<:V'Cflvayilrtefamilics.found-ysofbeinaaloncwithinthoocllrgelMiilies.lndfound~tohold 

~lvesalonc.. Theymayha-ebeeninlhep,m;,,,ilyofodlm..butsomebowlheywcrescillalonc. 

Ruth:Mypurposeforaskin&lhequest;.:,,,waslhal/(lherel>adbeensfblinplwasaoingtoaskifthmwcrcones 

you identified with mor1i than others and if~wm,, killdof.influencnbackand forth werehapptriing'I 

Monlla:Agra1.ques1;.:,,,.Formelhalcamealit1lebitlater•llool<edoutatwomeninlheworld,Jirbandwomc-n, 

andfehwbatlguess...,·dcalltoday,omesortofideffl.if1ca1ion.Someofourfulblllvedcfini1ely~lhallhey 

fehthatalittlebilwithlheirbrothersandsislaS.lftheywcreftmalHo-malelheyr.-hmorec:onn«ledtolhemalts 

inlhefamily,lf~male-lO-fcmale.rro::nconl'l<Cledtolhewornen.Somttimes.rlOl•l~Aslia"udoinglhlll 

in my own family, my mom - the one role there prescn• all the time. but I canl say that Jc- feh anything like 

thecarlylheorics uscdto111&&CS1:ofa,)'Tllbiosil,an hw,bili!ytosplirofffromorf«l lhal I wudifTffCII! from. I 

«nainly felt C011tp/~1dydiffcrffl1 and in pan thac wu Ille problem. It was hard ioron«iv,: oflhal 

l'mSlilluyingto....,.•-y ■ lhesocialiwlonpanofit.TbelonelinessinthepD5Choo~ya.beginninglOlook 

..,,..,.;land....,lhere,,_happyyoungwomcninlhatclastmdapinlhefctlina,"Whyamlno1likethal?"And 

ahhoooghther-ewen:hlppy)'lllllll/,oyslhen:100,lhere-jmt-•C(IMCC!ion.Notaa,nneaionaallAndlhm 

afaraslheout«worldps.my~lwishllWldahuaewideo111pe-it'dbc:funio-.:h-bulitwaa 

worldoflhemaninthegnyfl-lsuit,youknow?l11rulywas1worldwh<ffwomenhadlheirpi.:.:,mcn1..i 

lheirplace,arleasrmlharlevelinculrure 

Ruth:Wasyourfather•bllsillfflPfflOI'? 

M.sha:Anartomey. 

Rulh:Whal.kindofconncctiondidyoufeclwithhim? 

Mwsha: A gracdcalofmp«1. Andthrougl>our life, it W<t!'that lfanytbi111, w,: hadabitofdistance,as many 

maleshadwi!htllcirfan,llies inll>OSe~ys. Butitw..,.,•ratitanicdistance. He was always accessible. He- ■ 

gentlernan.andpc,rhap,slhllwa&,ifanytbina,oneofhisfllilUlp.ldon~kr,owquitehowlOpulti...r.Heceruinly 

hadlhllroleup■nofhislife.thalil.,themalepnwided.lOOl<eareofanyproblemsthal..-osc,IOOl<.,_oflhe 

fanrilyandkepeitsafeandjll!ldidlh■,withoutuplain~bhiedidlh■,ne,;:ew,ily,Sowe.uyoucanprobably 

im,gintinlhisworldof.......,..,...,mirrorin&olherworlds,,hawwon,:leredand.,-eve-r""muc.hofourtime 

wondtringaboutthercl■tionshipsbetwecnthechildandlheplf'efllandhowlhMm.isJ,tc:auselcffect,bepa,10flhe 

transsexual cxpericnoo. And apin now we fmd 1h11 it just docsn~ matter whal !he relationi.hip wu or wtw the 



cu~un: wasorwlwlhepwentsweredoift&ornotdoincorwhlittheirpsycholoJical relationships-. Weuill5CC! 

IIWIS&ffldcralpcoplec:omeowofeverysln&le-ivablerellliombipandc:ondition. 

Ew:n with Iha! said, r rccog,,iie tlu.11 had• relationship with my parents that ,;an-iod its own dynamics. but now I 

canscethemu-[informin&7informUll?Jmyper!Oll&lil)'butnot--·1y[informing?informin1?]tbe 

11W1Sk><alorll"IIISga,dcra,mponcn1Mmybei11&,ltakea lolfrombodlthose. Theymlldtmeaspam15make.,,y 

childinlife.[llughs]bodlphy,allya.ndemotionally.Bucnowwecan5CC!lhalthetransgttderconditionis 

p,ot,.blysomethingthat is inlldditioo coall1hatcornesalongwith it And lonlyslm-Sthalbeeause i1'••~ennowa 

liltlehardtoprythingsapart. beaouse~scemsstil11obeM overwhelmingdesiretosay)'<)Uarefcclingthis 

malc-«>-femaleor~or~HptfWncebasedonsomethUlllha!happonedinyou,-~y 

childhoodexpaicncc,orlife.Alldthat"sbtcn•l")$ilM:ondpowerfulth<oryb,llit't-lhoanswertothispMieulw 

dilemma. Just u folks who.,, discovain&their orienwion is not a function oflhose early yun. That it's in all 

probabilityabi.ologicallybasedphmomen,on.Orwhoknows?lnOOlerwords,it'snotthatsi"'!'le.lnccdtosaythat, 

now,lllhisstageofourinlcmew. bec:ausell leastberein 1991dKloc within llfle Vlriouscommunruawhoswdy 

d,e,clhlnp.,,p,ettywell1.....,ofd..sedisconnl,:ts1'11tl~beai1&1kin&aboutbutmudiofthecuh1Rayethas 

notreachcdthatlew:lofconvers.lion.tomlll:hoflheeuh=.lknowthlitwhea!l"~donctbcialk&howsintbepest. 

some of the early q11e$1ioos from lhose•l>diences an: alway, about "Whot wu your relatiom.hip 10 )'Out molberor 

yo.,rdlod?"-thinkin&ifthey&01justlheri&htsctofwordsinrespometothattheywouldthenbeabletoputthit 

~~inloabox. 

l.aler on there wm: no places in my kinderpr1en. grade school, or high school experience that offered pegs upon 

whichtohal'lglhesefeclingsof.first,beUl&diSC(IMCdc,df'rombody&ndsclfand,second.10bc&in10hal'lgi1on1he 

idelllhllitwasmaleorfemalelhllwas111heanoflheb.sue 

Rllffl:lflmaymklhi$,whlllnamedidpcoplecallyouthen7 

Manha:l.,...Marc.witha"c"[llughsl. 

Rlllb:llowdidyoufecltowsdsyourname? 

Marsha:Justfine. Yes. Therewasno5"nsc thatl was improperly,wnedor....,.,,.g. Tbe.-ewasjustthis[pau5e]­

oaain•flcrallthese20)'W1'0fseriouslyeonsciouslyew:rydaylhinkin&aboullhispheoomenonoflrall$~, I sit 

hm:wichyoutoday,riiJ,1.DOW,still•11ostror-.»aboutthisponindt,.f«/hltg,..-fyon.ofbein&di,c:,;,nn,e,:to 

r...m1~abl,scnseof5el(lnstadofjustbeingakidlhllhada&oodtimcnmning...und0111Sideordo .. 

whatcverwulhcbi1ofbusincssoflheday.l-ldSWK!lfld1ttlnotconncttcd.N01conncc1c,dtomyself. 

Solgn,wupasMarcandastheboychildofmypaent.i,&ndldollblanyon,ewouldhavcdmclodanydiffemia: 

bet,...,..,rnoand1nyothormalechlld.ldidwhllwas1nbe~~--•hlkl.lSUppOSC,NftOn&mcanmalya 

what'shappmingtolhffllatlhalearly ... lcatainlydidn't.Andifwewer,twttovisitsornefriendsorgotoa 

movie or this or that, [just wem. And if~ was 10 goto ochool, ljllSI went, And iftht:re was homc:WOR todo, 
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som,etimesldidit[Jau&1,1cr].lnothcrwoniswlwwaslh=.ldid,withoul100m..:hrefleaionupor,it.So'"henit 

came1operfonnin&•~role. lhal•lsocamewithoutm!>C'hconsideflllion. Tbeclochillj "'"Pickedoutfurme, 

uitisforkMhinthearlyycan,lll>dthenlaler(lfllpicked,omeootformyselhlthou&t,it"'"nevertagged 

panicularly one gender or llllllher. For me it WU utiHtarian,jU!II IO &et through IIIIOday. W"-'ll\ particularly int<ffSlcd 

init.Andlhenastinlep,Ol'lbcyoncitlweachculn.nwilloffcriuownwayfor"Sffl(lerrolesoc:~imion."as 

theyay.Ando.n, ■ lhli1ti,ne.wouldofferfur1,.,.,..fl'llllellwyoumUSlbtdlinknl&ofd,er.....e.1,e~ 

10puwup10he•providcr 

Ruth:Whatdidyouwai11tobewhatyougrewup.lcl'1say • ..-tie,,youwmingradeschoolllnd!htnhigh,chool.or 

whalkindofthin~didyoucnvisionyours,lffurthefuture? 

Mo,sha: That's• &ood qu,esiion. I didn"t. Other kids wen, sayini wtw they thought IIIIOy wamed tohe. and 1 didn\. 

8-'5Cthinknl&ofthefutllN!likcthat-•w:rylla:q,bilofbusi11eSS.Andperhapslhlt"1ilM•ybethere"sthe 

dislinction.lhlilforsomel"olkswhosc ■ onewilhthat,......ofad(ililpossible10thinlr.abolathe&rfulo.n.For 

11rar1SgendcredindMdualil'soflcn1101mccasc.lremcmbcroncpcrsonsaid10mc,"Mybodyiln\rightsoldon\ 

WM! to PUl it ne>el IO Mybody tlse"I until it ii." llence. they wen: 1101 SCJCually Klivr. they wcn:jUSI 1101 connected 

withothcrfolksinrel■ionshipsuntilw,:llintotheir30swhentheysolvedllll0irsendtriss~.lnodlerworot.ifyou"d 

asked1/ta1penon. "Whatll'l:youthinkin&abo<U in1he fll1un1r-hewooldn\ havernpon<kd, "Apanne,-sllip.,,d• 

tlii11ndthat"-hewouldhawsaid, "ljll!lldon\know." Andthal"sm..:11-l think now, today-it"'"forrnethat 

wayb«aiseldidn\thinkaboutthefunn.HadsomconeCOlrM!an:,ur,d."WhaldoyouwantlOdo,youn&Marc?"­

•Wclllwanttohe•IQOmcyliktmydad,"Jprobablywouldhaw:said.&lldon\thinkl......-..,.llyfehthal. 

Ruth:SodidyouFIOCOlieterichlaflcrhi&t,,ehool? 

Marsha: r did. uh-huh. ThOle wm. for me. 1he wondm"ul 60I and-

Ruth: Why wen, Ibey wondnful? 

MWW:Becauselhrre-,uchagloriotdl,o;,peforfi'eedomabolaintheland..WhmllefthipKhoolin'6,me 

hiJ,piernovcrnenlW11\hcrr,,ondtherewaslhetalkofhope.Thetewas1rmcwedintcreslinpolitics~lsayrmcwed 

-becausenowJknowlOmethin&ofthohisloryofpoliliQ:inthislandofounandproa:rasivrpoliliQ:in 

panicv.l•.Butthctiilwa1eomin1-itfurlhelir111ime.Uwun\thatl"m1implyRcpubliudorDemocralor 

thatva1t~it0=tofrinthcdisw,cc.ltwa,beoominareal.,,dthm:wa,awa,-jlnthef.eld?)todcalwithin 

thcnearfu!ureforrrw,yof1>S.lt.....,atimewhenpc,oplewere-atleastatonelevt"l.11tudcrttlevt"lquiteoften­

wm:talkingaboutjUS1i,;elll>dhope.Thatrcsonatedwilhmeifl1llkindsoflcvt"ls,1101theleaslofwhich..althou&t, 

notprimary.-d,cpossibilitytharifwecantalkab(lll:,uc:hfrecdomandbopeatholcvclof,..,__,eould 

wtnottalkabolailforindividuabaswell? 

Ruth: Then: were a numberofthinp hi!'Pcning10 pec,Jlle at that time. One ofco.ne for young males was havin& 

[to] regisler fortllc dnA. And I ISSlffllC yoo hl.d to io throu&h that. 



Marsha:Veah.lsun:did. 

Ruch:Andsowhatkindoffttlinpcomeupforyoulboutlhal'I 

MIIWl:Bythat1ime,bythat511&Cinmycaree,,[lau&hslinlife,lhadpushe,ddowftdlC!Cfeelinpof1nnSger,der 

111d lralwexual, because I had <Xllle somethin&•in that's fairly common, 1lthough r>0t so much 1t1ymore, bu! 

Cfftain!y in those days it_, to fi1111llyeome to c:onsci<Jusness that i1',; my bodythal's not rigl,1. 11'1: my scl!Se of self 

donn~rrwchmybodyand-Thisformeoccurrcd,lsuppo,se.rea.llycomdouslyinlheeartyyearsofhighschool. 

Andlcan,remcmberlhalitwaanachedto1t1ypanicularcven1orr>Ot.B111fi1111llylhenthercic-.Thatjustl 

.....mthisbody1<>bediffcrent.l1',;notJUPl)OHdtobemale,il'ssupposedtobe•woman.Andlheritosay,myGod. 

dllljustmustbenlllS,cnzy,insanc,sid,IM~sinful.Andberor,dthaltolookaroundond-!h.erewer-eabsoluuly 

no role ~Is. if you will or no models in Ill)' way IO deal ,.ith 1h11 and that. you well""°"', bad< then wllal could 

wclalkobola ■ all?Wccouldn,CV'ffllalkobolapyandle$hiart.Wecouldn,nfftlllklboutltfl-a/ityfor 

lh■ m111er[lmgh,,I very often. With nodiiqiotumto, ihcconcepwas, wcllthismustbeapenonalproblcm. It 

wasalsolbecau!col]thc60s.lthinll:.Thc60s~al1<>1hcydlyforpsycholosQlexplalllltiomofe~Ol')'dling 

followin& from Fn'll<l~in&throu&hthe30sond40s1Pd50s. With the cone..,. in mind Iha\ I mu,tbewrong 

(TAPERUNSOlJT] 

R...ii: So the last thing you said,.. - wt,ich I .so..·, think pon the tape- -s the COl'ICepl of'fttlina lh■ ym, mu:st 

bewronaor-

Marsh&:,,,..slheidea,thalwhat-•""ilablcinlhcwayof1oob.th■ isknowicd3"0fsclf,psyd,oi<>&Y,ond.so 

on....:lwhatwas1.,,ilableinthc.._y0fmodtls.whatwa,aroundme,cithcrfororifflwioni11uesoriender 

idcruity issues, were so limited or ...,.,.,~ent bflck then thal my mponsc, was 10 say, I mUSI be wrong myself. I 

muS1becrazy,orsitk,orw,ne1ltb,g mu51 be wrong hen:. And myrtSpOnsetothatwastoacl the male role much 

morefullylhanwouldgencrallybeexpecled.Adefense 

Ruth:Howdidthatmaniles!ilself?CanyouJivespccillcs? 

Marsha:lsurecan.Andlj,l!lneedtosaylhll90manyof..sdidlhll.-ditworllcdbodiway5.fffl11kYo-malefolb 

...,.. doiqsimilar thin&S, I ftndOUl .... And for me it manifhtcd by joining the ROTC. and l■ff- becluK !hat 

-sud, ■ limcfi)rque,stionin&lhcmilit■ry,"'10)'1!:Swe<eopenedlhtre-llcfttha.Buldoinalll■ttor1ofthing. 

DoffllthoSf'Ol'l1.0oin&lhcsupcrfkial rolcCXjlffllltionifuramalc. 

Ruth: Did that include getting involved wilh Y<>Wli women, in rt"larior>ships«-
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Marw.'. Not rill later on. And there it was truly a sense olmos1 of looking lhTOugh I sort ofa partition or glau. Ytt, I 

me1people,wewentouttogClber.wcdidthinptogClber,bu\then:wasnofecli111-noconnection.andforthatlfcl1 

guilt too. Quiie often the response WU. "You're very kind and <Wttl and why can\ we go any further?" And I took 

great can: no1 to hun anybody. And I wish l could say that w .. my great good self and altruism bu1 pan ofir was 

j11$1thatldidn\wantanyooetoknowwhatlwasfeclinginside,andthatitmustbesobadthatldon\dan:lctanyof 

it out bccaus, that would oot#inly hurt other people and I <kin\ want 10 hurtotbfrpeoplc. So those w= some of the 

A few minll\C$ ago you asked me did I go right intooollcge. and now I remember. no. I didn\ go right imooollcge. 

bccauscrightaflcrhighschoolthefeclingwasgettingstrongcraboulthisdisoonneccbetwtt1ibodyandscnseofself 

andthatl'vegot1odosomcthingabou1itldidstanoollcgc,bu1lquitaflcraycarand100k1jobinconsWC1ion, 

andpanlythalwasmotivaledbythefeelingthatl'vegol10scttlcthisissuc.l'vego110makcamanoutofmyself. 

And I was headed for the milUl'Ytodoll\at,butnowl say, thankfully, mycycsw=opencdtosomcof1l1C politieal 

issucsandlcouldnolongergivemysclffuUyandwhollytowhatlhadonceconsideredthepatrioticeffonofour 

military at thattime and now I felt was a grave mistake. So I went imoconstructionbecauseatthattime i1 was a 

verymanlything10do.Duringmytimeinconsiructionno1onlydidli,-.,,.,;1;onthercbutwomenwercbegiMing10 

comcintothewortandapanofmeknewallalongthereshouldn\beany-whyshouldn\womenbedoingthis 

wort as well? Bulat the time the stronger pan ofme said thi, is a manly thing !Odo and maybe this will do it 

Maybethi,'llmakcit. 

Many other people who wer1: feeling these thinp did go in1othe military. Some died. We did ,omany different 

thingl.Burforme,thiswaswhathappcncd.Andltriedthatforawhileanditdidbeflcfitmeinthatlmade,ome 

money,gotalinlcm:edominthatrcspect.Butagain,i1didn\,olveanythina.justlikecanyingaweapon,«rurlning 

ajackhammtr. doeSII\ make a man or a woman our of anybody [laughs]. hjust doesr,\_ And nowadays that's 

obvious.and~crykwpeoplcwilleversuggesitha1yougoanddos10Ch11hing.Butitrcallywa.sn\clearatthat 

timc.Solcertainlydidit.Andafterawhilcitjusibegan1osinkin:no,1hisisn\changinganything.hisn\changing 

811ything. And J would be wortcingoutinthefieldand rdsecmenandwomC'1and l'd,ay, "Wait a minute, lhisisn\ 

makinganydiffemice,lsiillfcclexactlythe~lfclrbefore.thatthisbodyiswrong."Solwmtback!oschool 

andirwasaromhinationofschoolandcooscructionwortforafewycars.lgocwilhinabout,lguessitwasaquancr 

ofadegrcc.inEnglishli1en1ure.Verypopularinthoseday,[laughtcr].Peoplchavewrincnboobnowabou1how 

youcanget1ltosckindofdegreesandlhenspendalifctimelool<ingforajob.Towardslheendoftharperiodlj11$1 

WC'1lintoconstn,ctionfull!imeandspm117year.,ofmylifedoingthat. 

Ruth:SolhiswasaflcrapanialcollegeedllCllion? 

Marsha:Yeah,allbutlhelaslquancr. 



NWl.()IIMP'lfllcmtw':"'--Ro!=--10 

Rwi:Somclhinselsellwwasgoingondwin(llhoseyanwere...,,W'7'emrlffli!Oque,tionlhc:irproperrolesin 

lheworld,llldespe,i:iallyaroundlhewardfunond~ifismnlhippiemo,,ement.Didanyofthatcatchupwith 

you,ondhowdidyourc1C110it1 

Mat$ha:Yeah,ldid.lsptr1111lolofmy--wukin11imeinpoup,protcstin~pllnnincpr-,wodins ■ all 

le,clsoflhat 

Ruth:Prolestin&lhewlr"? 

M.-sha:Yeah,lhe-.Andmee1ins1otsoffolks.Althoughtt.ere-1tnmeimushierarehyand10nof 

s---ctwflctoflifcbackthai inlhc:mow:meruthalwedi,i,\nec:es,arilynecoanizi<,thai I lhink wasj11St1 

funclionofcuhurc.andmenWffealW11yslhel<ldcn.Womenwm,suppor!ffland1C1ivisubultbeyusm.llyioot 

ca,eofb\1Sinessin1-...yllwrtpli<:Mcdlhc:home.Thll'sDOttoS1ydwlhcn:wam\..,..,.sarongwomcni-lcrll 

CfflClllin(lbYtffl0$lofthe~WOR.ondlheorganiringandalltllatwereal1doncbyrncn.llndsomcof1hc: 

newspapenondlhiaplhalwere~- OG ... llymaledominai,d Wedi<Jbt(linto-sligh1Jydiff""'t 

clolhes.llOOl:M1opportunity10wcarloosershin,andlongerhairondthll10rtoflhi11&,butilwasne,...-lhatyou 

wouklbe~fied111theod,crgcodcr.Andilrc1llywa.sn't,.11leauinnzylake,•y111Cmpttoblow/lhc:gendm111 

nowpcoplcplaywithsenderandblenditandllwtor1ofthin&,andbaw:1gooddealofftmusuallywithit-thc:n: 

wasnt-thallltlempt. hw1111fruingupofmlc$.lhll'sf«s.n.aidthal'swhal.itractcdme in 1ar"F pan-lhal we 

couldr.all::aboulthekindoffflandbeawfulpolitic:sthll1011tr11etmellndsodri,emeinlifc./l.11hesamc:ti:mewe 

canbe1alt:ingaboulthekindofindividialhuman[hlrdtohearlrci.tionlhatw,sg<>in&tobYild1rullylOOdwmd. 

Andlhaw:no1rcj<cledllw•Mobjoaforour1Uen1ioninlhisworld.Allthc:rwtinesslhal'1~onthc:60s 

thtsedays-[-..t,,m7by'l]ourcurrenlradicalrightwing- is nothing bu!. I belicvc.11miblcfmllw people might 

IICluallyberr...[laoghlerJ. 

Mllnhl.:Thoiwwm,goodtimes.lhldmyVolks....,-,p&intodO.y.(;lo,:olorJ,andbllw:kodupanddownthc: 

001111111dwound.Wen1tohrilin'68.wasinhrilinM1yof'68forlhMc<>m<zflngldw:Mllre$whtrcthc:n:were 

slopnson1ll1hewall1111dlhesmdimtsllldthc: IOO!l:fflwerctog<thcr. ltwasw:,ypowerfi,,L I pb~l""Ysmlll 

ooncxistcntpartinalloflhlt.lOOCl\claimtobaw:pt.yedanypartlhm:.B111lwasthc:n,.Andl..-asinvolvcdin 

those1hinp.Andlsa1010~pcoplcdoingsomany1hinp.B1111l,o.nowasllooltt.dtonil,l-lhallhalwa, 

malc-<lominal<diaEun:,pe111~II.Thc:menwm:ruMingtheshowandlhcwomenwe-tqui1coftenlhercas 

supponllldot'lcnfor,ex.Sol'mnotsurcthatin'68wewcn:talt:dllmuchabouC-01ie.stmanyorthepoli1ical 

orpnu:Olionswe-tt'IO!talkin(lmuchabollllffldcrequality.ThOIW111!hcn:butthecmw:rsMionhldn~l(ltlenlOO 

su-orc.1111eastl'rommytake. 

Rulfl: In any of the wort< did )"OIi find .ny mies in wt.id! )'OU wm: comfortable? Or ..-as it still• mancrorfulin& 

disconnoc:1cd? 



N'lrl1.GIIMPl111<nicw:Manha---ll 

M.sha:Yeall.lhcdiKOnnfflwasalwaystlwlrc,andlnowknowlhatpll'lo(lhctncrgythatcamefromlhatlactl 

c:ouldpour-intolhc..-.:dlhatldid.a'ldpll'lofitinformed1dcsirctolibcnlc.lldmitlhatfully,UIIIIOlibenlc 

olhcn would hopcfally lead to a liberation for m~lf. But I donl see lhatN a neptiveat all. And nowadays I see 

lhevetysame1hin1oper11inal0dayinmanyfolbwhoan:wort.in1forpea.ceandj...iiceandcqlll.li1y.Thc)lwanc 

lhatforlheworldbutlhey1lsowanclhalf«lhc111!1elva.andlchint.cbere'sllOlhinawronginchM.!'fflllllllcomin& 

to-lousnmab<Kllil-"hllltvclyo..,pmonaldynamicplaysinyo..,j...iiccwork-iluselial.Andyou 

remembcrbackchaiwewtftdoiftaa,niciousntss-<aisi"lkindsofeventa.And10everyoncein1whilewecoukl 

l()U(h on Iha!, and j\151 how mllCh our own pmonal .scuff was informing our poli1ical worl<. Bue we really- I - never 

fOWld-Again, maybe it was just 1h11 I wau&aid co broach lhe lllhjccc ofnoi l«lina right in chis body, but l '""'ff 

didhlve1.--..hm,lc:ould1Ctulllysaylhlltoolhcninlhcmovement.Soilrallywa.vr\lllllildcq,inl01 

n:lalioMhiplhaclaKtredintoinm<l$Cy..,,with1-.lhMlactually10ldll'l)'t,odylboullhefttlingslhld. 

Wewcre1ogcthcrfor1en)'e■Dandwerq,licacedforlheworldlhear,p,:aranceofamanandwomann:lationship,IM 

itwasnlchat whenwcwu.:totether. WetoolcareofeachQ!her, Andw• kep1cachod>ersafe. 8111 itwasnlscxlll.l, 

andil<:C>'lainlywasnlwhllwesawlhcothffcouplcsdoin&, 

Rutb: DMI bollr of you sort offceh ncal for 1h11 kind ofrei.tionship, do you chink? Wu it I mut..al lltinkin(/ 

Mm,ha:Yeall.amU!lllllleed.butnolvetywellarticulaicd.lnesscnu,i1wasaplloceofsafety,1plar:e10como:10be 

oby,andchai10&00UlanddolheYW>OIISlltingswewen:doin&-

So,lhcre'11be.....-,lhen:'sworkingoonSUUC1ion,whichwulll&in&rnoney,lhcn:wuchen:la&ionl,hip-alloft'­

chinp&oingon-andlhenlhisgenderbo.isineuWldemcath.AndS1itl,cVC11chooat,cherewtftafewpeoplcarowid 

llrisrounuylhen:inlhola!c60sond..-ty70,whowen:bqinl,ingiollllllho<rl:whatwe'dsay""'tnrwexiialor 

tnns-i1e,andll,m-,....,,,..groupsandlhllsortofthin1chidhldbeen .... on.thffl:""'aowayof 

o,;,mection, And ,o-~ ii was, probably the very ..-1y 70s-when I told mypmtncr libo<rl: che,e fce!inp, we 

did what l now see ua cwo-person rq,lica of what I'd done: ever so nwryyean btfore and 1lrat wu IO SIY, "QI,, no, 

oh.no.Oh,whatc..wedoabcwdit?"Lool<-,ound,findnoroles.fmdoohelp.findoo,upport.and,0S1y,"lfi&01 

iobe,-prol:>lemandwe11j11S1holditinside,"Soonce1pil'L....,,..ingthtc.Alldltlillimcsoinl,rrpinoot 

lhn>u&fr1nyareaabililytoundenlandlheworldbul•iniplydwouglluperit,l,ce,<lidnlplayOU1SUChmnarbbly 

SlfflOlypicalmalcandfcmalerolcs.butwecertainlystaycd1oCffi'O'randpmer1tedlOcheworld111maleand 

n'mlllecooplc.Anddllringtho5eyurslvi,itcd,lbtlieve.13orl4diffemuchertpisu,looldngfo,-who 

WW"somcthingaboUlnKl«linpofbeiaainlhewronabody,ifyouwilLAndoneorN1lbitsof1ilfflnrcwould 

l mnembtr when I was in Europe in '68, one: ofche glorin of those timtt wu there"""" a world-wide hippie cultun: 

andyoocooldf111cosiop?landhil<:hhikcinmany,ma,,yplxesandr"Ullin10folbwhowe"'eomin1fron,dirr...n. 

expmenccslrOUlldpoliliCl.lwort<and,oon.Andinmcetiaaoneof~folbm~thtyhld1bool: 

•hmin1~•11SIMOry-1shol'IS!Qr)'lleliially-aboUl_who....,t1!ki11&.i.outcran,itimftommale10 

female. Andyool<nowhowit is. 1'hlrr. wuoneofmyveryfimooncacuwit!r ii 1C1111llyl>cingsaidbyotherpcoplc. 



And,onowwhenpooplewmein1othisroom,they'veprobablyrudaboutsomcthin1ort>etnonthelntcrnecor 

somcsuchthi111,buttbeymayhlveneverralkcdtoonybody,andwescei1in1ho~astbeysiepintheroomand 

tbey1N:1wholen,omfulofpcople.Wcll-andinthoscyean.,jUS1asitwasfcrpyandic:.bianpcq,le-,eyt,ar'$ 

bcfOn",lhefewasaocme:maybcl'mlhconlyone--andthal'11lmos11dic:WW•jole.B<llccnainlyilcanbein1 

pcnon·s ]ifcand you can feel maybe, if I'm !IOI the onlyor,e then- I'm sic:k, and maybo that's wtw it ii. And IO 

make a conr.ection whc~ ii isn1 bas«! on thal k.ind oh d)'tlanlic:, but where yoo..,cjll!I comactcd ,omcor,c else who 

feels or says similar thinp-olt, remarkable. And thal was my llnl contae1. 

Solcamewdltothes..ttandlool<cdlroundand,lpin,[thalscriesof?llool<in&fcrlh<lapislsbccausemaybc 

thilisacuhunolthing.Atlea#inlhcwnt111thaltimcwhonyouhadlhcsckindsoffulingsandwhcnyou-l­

appliedword$1ike."Maybcl'maazyorsid<,"or"Maybcthisis""""'1ingmlt'spsychologi(:aL"Whal'stheflllt 

response?Mir,cwu, we goootand we look fu,-p,:,fessionll help. Westi!lsee\lW oow butweal$oscepcoplewho 

recognUClhlls..pponpoopsandconvenllion.,_,almo,s1asimp:,rW11,llleast.itheftntsiage.So,l'mlookifl& 

lroundandrdfondonepcnonandwe·dlllkfuo-•,miJe...ib)'IJOSll.lheyjust-idn\know.,ythin&abolathis. 

Alldthenrdflftdanolhcrpersonandyes.ma)Wthey'dheardofil,ballhtydidn\knowm)'lhinaabolllitandlhty 

wi5hcdthcywuldholpbuttheydidnlb>owwhattodo,andtbeywuldn\ftndanyhclpandS(lthal\VOUldcnd.Find 

anollicrpcnonwho-q"ilc frankly the~ wasr,cvcrinall those l)or 14 thcrapim-~...asncvcranyor,cwbo 

wasoucriat,thornophobk,trarl$flhobic:,ifyouwil~orjUS1Mcaninlhllrcspca.B111inllmos1evcrycucwecan,eto 

1pointwheff...,jm1didn\knowwhm:10ac>orwha10do. 

Rudi:Whlldidyoudothc:a-1fterex"""'°1t&llorl4thenipists-whlll51epdidyoutakcncl<I? 

Marsha: These didnl happen all al ooce - they hapl)ened with Wi• spaus in bolween throughout my 209 and I'd 

comebac:klrom,oome001ofoneofthoseupcriences11S..ally~gthe:"l11holditinsidcbu1jm1makcit 

through.11lbea-111playthismalerolealittlehardcr."Thal\VOUldnlwork.Thcrc'dbeapmodofsirullal 

depmaioa-lhll'll wfllll I CIO call it now. Bia"""" knows') Yoo don\call ii 1h11 when you~ goina thn:Ju&h il. you 

donl knowanythin&aboutlhclermSand..,orL ll,-jU11wouldbc1pcriodofraldlficdcJ,Rssin1timeandmy 

pam,er-wewouldnib>owwhatcodo,lwooldn\b>owwha11odo,ilwooklj1ntbcvc,ytmibleandpainful.Then, 

buildbac:k~apinandruchout,t,yanotherlllempl.repcacthat.onandonandonthroughtheyean..And,omany 

of the folks tbel we...,[• lnrgcnoll) tell 1imil#storiel. Nowadaysofco,nc, bopefully, if they make I c:1!110 IIS or 

1call10oneoflheothcrsupports)'Slemstha-.-ound,theycancliminatcallofmtll.Theyc:111makelhc 

connectionsfi&htaway,butwedidriillllvethainpllocethen. 

It wasn1111t1il mid• to late 70s that I heard about such thinp as Seattle Cowtxlin& Service, here in Scat1le, whkh I 

oowknowislhcoldcsloounselin&...,,ic:eforgayandlesbian..andoowbiandtnnSandothcrfolks.inthewhole 

coormy.And1aooclbunchoffolksriptllminourftneScanlcwen:pu11ina"'Flhor•J)'SICmofholptt,-backin 

those,ars.And~"'11SIM'lsomctal:lboutoanssuull...imm-<reslin&,lnlhcmid-oh.76.~in 

Ihm. I ftntfoundthal:~wuldpossiblybebelp,1fter1ryin&t11esethcrapisu..aftervilitillgwithlhe folkslllhe 

Univmit)'ofWashington.Thm:wu,lnfao:t,forashonwhileaprogramofrtSCU<hbasedaroundgcnderctw,gcac 



thcUnivenityofWasllinpon,.t!boupitwas""Ydiffocuktoenicr,itwasl•l""l'medkalmode~itwu""l'off­

p.dlin&,-.!1-•fl"'makinaoncconlliCl,no,twoeontacll-"'ffllnofunhtrwilhlhal.lcan,blamcil. Tbeywen: 

probablytryingtodothcirbest.lknowmostoflhosepcoplenowandlknowthcconstn.intslheywtrelUl<lcr 

academicallyandfinaneia\ly.Butthefaclil,forsomeonc:reachinaootforhclp,thm,ystemdidr,ocre$f)<)ll(lwella1 

111.Solhat didn't wort. I heardoboutthcw<Jd: with SeanleCounsclU13Sa-vice. Bythcn, rdbccomo:awarcofthc 

pyltldlesbianefTonsby1U1yingintoodlwithmy-,rivistfiiiends.be<auseobviousfyalllaltimelberewasapa1 

dcalofWORin~issues.lt-o,e.alongwithfemiltHfflandthc-,tiwsmoYCmfflt-lheywen:allrisift& 

up[hardtohear) 

Ruth:OidthegaymoVffllmt,didthal&ivcyouanypai1$elOthink,"0olbelon&hcre?JsthistMMt:eOfpm'IIJI' 

polfflllalre:solulionfot,nerordiddllll-beprtofitforyou1 

Marsha: It rcallywasn, umil much Iller on because I neveridtn1ificdasan(N1(111a1ion issueperson,no1gay.no1 

lesbian, nol hck•·ostual. nol "")ltlri1tg. And so many. many of our people: report the wne thi"l-back tJwn 

Nowadays.folbrwely-,ein-id:g1diseonncabe!wcmall...-orpnimionsandptM1p11andissucs,butllllft 

did.And1incethisdidn,_,,,-fotcumple.pymaleissueljustdid11111-,,,10hlvcan)thifl&todowilhwhall 

_. talkina about - 11w didn, &O anywhere either. 8111 the pct'SOl'lf,I pain. lhat did, And that's whit floally impelled 

me, in around early 1977 or so, IO make my first contact with Scaule Cow,sclifl& Service 

RWl:AndhowdidlhMl,O? 

M.-sha.: Vory well indftd. Good folks. And the fi...c time ever 1h11 I could speak, in my mumblinj way, aboul wha1 

ltho11&l1twas&0inaonwilhme,iotbewn:,n&bod)'and1lloflhat.andfindrespo11K.[naJl!ht,e)'ftl'Sl'vealW1ys 

builllhatintowhalwcdollere,lhainitialre,pllft5e-"Ofc:our-se..tell,,s,wbatisit?Forgoodnosssake.lel'slalk"­

kindofwck:omin&fprofasionala1thesametimelllit,,d,e. ~■ --Bulapialiketol'lllll)'ofourfoll<sandlike 

so~pyand lesbian peoplc:.yourcachOlll,you makcthm fir"1:contact lhatdoawori<,and I -overjoyed and 

ttrriblyscaredattbesametime.Becauseope-ningupbeforemewasthcpos.1ibilitythallhi•miatuben:al,thallhi, 

miJ),lbesometllin&lwouldhantodosomethi113...,.._lnd.,lr«couldthllpo111ibtybe?BythN-lmentioned1 

cbinllhlllhldreaclinEurope-butbydlen,al,olllcronwllienlmadcthisconcactia77,lofrouneknewobout 

a.istineJorgcnsen.Andl...-...:lc:mla,omanyofusdidbacklhen.howinworldlcoulde_.blfndsuch.., 

experiffle:C imo my life. It seemed amotutely impos.sible. Absolutely im[)O$$ible. And so there wq a pullin&back 

from 1h11. Luckily !his time. it was only moaW. 

Sobythenendof77,lhaddonctwothinp.Fir-MlhadreachodOllloothcnpisuwhoSeaaleeoo..wlinsServU 

hadn:commendcdlhatknewoomething.theyda11c:asthcardoboullhisandwm:willin&totalkoboutitandlhey 

called it rrarwexualism. And it was in 77 11w the idea ofl"lfl1011 came w me. o«:ausc comin&Out of the 60s I 

lhoo&hl."Whynot7Sinccthere'snott.in&hcre.whydon,wcMIIUsomethm&rSolhMwuthcidfa.11sho-.-l,ne, 

orbtouabttoconxiousnesa-lhalis.lheeort111CtwithScaulc:CouosclingSa-vUbrou&httot:on1Ciousnesa-lhll 

then:"'"'' be other folkl like me. lhM we ,;an do somethi11&aboul ii.. And then lhe 60s [work n:suhed ?Jin lngmoll 



Wdl,jltll tile......., of"scl( ii was,,\ then •ything thll I acltd oo, immediately, bul I brpn• closcrconncctio,, wim 

!k.nlcCounseling!krvke,widisoo,ethcrapislsthalWCNrecommendcdwhowked,thatwaslhercleaw.Andso 

within• \OOUplcofyun I was doing Ille groupu Scutlc CounKling Service that had C<lffle from ,1,,:;, early work in 

~ondu-a,w,cxualissuocs.Thcrewa•suppo,tpoop,.hithlltdDVcrinlhelate70sandthatwasthe 

mcxlcl.'!"ite frankly- l'mpoinlin&to•i.o.dhercoo,ourwall~lhcre'lanumberR ~•Y' 1,270-,dlhal'I 

theFridllynighlgroup.W~mttforl,270......b,andthe~isofthallU""PwasirllllisP'DUP•Sanlc 

Couns,;lingServi<:e.[11.'l&MJra! 

hltd..Uil19114to.,..-togedlcrlJl&CnOllitsclf,andtoincorporatcas•non,profilinl984,blatheoriginalidcr. 

t,tp,in77. 

Ruth:TcllmeabouClhetransi1ionbclw«nbcingar«lple1t10flhmlpytobfcotnina"""'"°""'""°,,,..•srouP 

leadc,ondaprovidcr.Wlwtilldofcvolutio,,didthathaveforyou.,ondwhen:WCN)"Ollin)'Xll'ownpersooal 

-iuoawbilcalllhiswul"ingon? 

Manha:Ye.h.lwu-lec',llft-thcreWCNscvcnlcroupsthalwcrcbcingtritd.Onewasalhcrapyl10IIJland""" 

was• support &JOOP-vcrJ ml>Ch like whac wcdo now, oo,ly in its early ·we don\ know what to do" $!age {laugh1J­

we don\ know what rcally works. So I lricd lhose. and decided thal the $Upp0ff 1P""'P was lllU".in1 the mos1 

differcncc.Thmlmttpo,oplc.li-.!IUlriet.the~thinpwea,uld51illdo1oday.and,olM!endcd~ 

regularly, not mis,in1 lhffll.-,d llkin1on-• po,oplc tend todo, -,d we still depend on tllis- if people show• 

pas,ion forthew<lfl< weinvitethemtodo80mfflling. And, lhat'swhu I did. 1 bcgantoehal wich pcoplewhowne 

in,Rtalkwtththcm. 

OncelhadSfflledtheissuethatlwas"oka)'"inf~D\lthescthings-wasn\onehundmlpcran1S1Rofwhlllwas 

aoin&todoahoutil;lcwouldP")bt,blyh,vesomethinctodowilh•lcast•soc:ialtran!lilion.ifnot•soc:ialonda 

phYfical tramition as well -that these 1hi11&S wercpouiblt, and there was apatternlhal cme'iC(I from someoflhe 

<:Kp<rimccsofpcoplcthcn:thlllcouldfollow,sbouldldocideto-apanemoftoeil.land/orph)'fialnnsition. 

And,ol """"ldsharelhllwithpcopk whoW0Uldcomo in, Rthll kdtolaliD&lcaclcnhip inllllcpuupa1-well, I 

don\knowwhatwcwouldcallthm,backlhm.Wceallthm,facilitatonoow,bUl-grouplceclm.poop 

facililatOrS 

RP:Toi.dt~fco-amomcnt.e1111yourcrnernbcrwhllilwaslilclhefir!llimeyoumtt--cbewhofchthal 

thcy""ffClnmsc,aW?Thcfmindlvidualltumanbcin1thlltyoucmncincauctwith? 

Marsili; Well, thathaj)pe,ledin se,m1l pa,tl,ICl\lally. Oriefly, in ltalyin'6S, onthestrttt, I me! 111 iOOi,idual who 

was-whoknowrtGencler-JlQYful,10saytbclcast.fchud:leslOuthadtalkedabolildoin&some10rt0f""F)',and 

!Mlwas!l,e-finllimelhadactmllyC(lfllllCUdlhll,-whohada.cNallylal1edalloulpital_,vcninn 

SllfiC'Y, S.. back here. dno.agh $Wile Counseling Service l ,;lid mec( people who both talked about ~gi,11 their 

bodiescomplclely,andtbc-ninthe-towardsthecnd-somcofthe$c:pcopleactuallydidondhud1or>ochrough 



NWI.GHMPl...........,Manlio8ot....--l, 

~bodychanjff,irw:llldinagennalsu,gery.But.prior10lh■l-1ets-;it,_justeomi111i..:t.tomindhow 

thcttwenepri.-.iegroupsll1oOtlwhadspunofffi'omsomeoflheSeallleCow,,.linaScnicewortandal!oj....i 

exiMcdinthctown.Andlwould1"tOacoupleoftho$eand-Thcywm:usual!y•1someooe'sbome.Aridthe<ewas 

l>SUll!ly a mixture belw""'1 cron-drusing. and pwple 1alki11&abou1 lrallSition. and for me - mos1oflhe time I saw 

peoplewhowm,notfunctioolinatoowe[Linthcculture. 

Youknow.lhal'soflmexplaincdnoWldaysnolllersimp!yb)'•yinalhltinlhebeJbllli,,aof-,ymovtmt,rt,ir's 

ll:l<l&l!ythen>OSl~thcmostdcsptnw,,or-opp,_,Jthalcomelorward.Andquilcoflcnthose-,, 

folbwho[hlvcn\1]toom1M:htolose,orltllyappea,-ondiesurface-lsaylhltVU)'CJreful!y-maylJ'l'CW""ttle 

surfacctobcconfuscdandchaotic:intheirliva.Someof!heearlypapenoboul1r1nssexU11li!Jl'l11Ctuallysaidlhlt­

for1hedefini1ionwasprobablythalthcttwaschaos.anddepreMion,and!o0on.Thal"sonlybecauselhefirstfolb 

coming forward WO\lld sometimes present 1hat way-1101 •lwaya, but sometimes. Sownsequently I saw that 100 lll<I 

l~:doeslhisjUS1confirmlhltltnilyamsufferin&fmmJOmekindof1wfulcnzinas?Solhcre,_1 

pcriodofpullin&back,a1111.ift&-evcnlhen.Sotl,c,seinililllmcttlnp-you'remtin&whenlfustmet--­

thcttwen:groupsofffKflingsliketbaL~_,.,_,,,,,diffcrentpeq,k.mostofwhid,.ralherthangivin&ttle 

kindof-

[TAPERUNSOLIT] 

RWl:Thisisr,owOetobef9.llldrm,:,:,rclui,,athcintertitwwithM.-i.hlollollllf.Whenwellnished~time • ....: 

_,.,lalkifl&lOOlllyo..-penon■ltnmitim.Doyoufeellhllyouwanitohlwlll)'lhinatoaclcltolhal7 

MJll'$ha:Lelmeadclafew1hinp.ThegroupswcdidbacklhmweregroupsbaK<l""•'""/v<JJ.Wec.metogttber 

bec■ l>SC \here wa, no O!)llon. A pin 1his is like so many other oppressed groups. !hey come IO&flher in !heir first 

orpninlional attcmp1$, for survival. But havina; said 1hlt, I want to rt:!um to I point I made la.sl 1ime dw within thllt 

p'Ollpofsurvivon.thcttwm:alllevelsofhealth.intclli&fflce,everythiflayou'dexpecttofindanywbercinsoc~. 

lneedtosaylh■lboaomwhenyoulookback,~"stemp1in&-llldlftndmyselhempUd1Swell-10say.-wm: 

innooenl.we....:reslmple.-j"-'ldidn\knowortheywm:alldcspcnleorthcywcreall~tlriD&oranother,when 

infxt,""'wm,j....iascomplQlc,clthen•....:11n:nowlllu&hs].Tha!'sj....iimponaotforme10say.Whatwcdidn' 

have....,alarpconvenation,maybcthar'sthcwayioputil,•largcriarqiiaa&e,1historyofresean::h. ■ hisloryof 

justgcttingtogc1l,crand11lkingi1over, wedidn\havethllhistoryonwhich toblseourcon,marions. Soofttnlhey 

wm:verysimplyaboul."Howcanlgetasurgery?""llowcanl"-nottoputtooftn,eapolntonit,but-"st■y 

aliverNocn.eee:ssarilyinlhephysicalllCOS<!,bulj....ist■ yaliveemotionally."Tbisisdrivifl&rMcrazy,"sortof 

1htfl&."Tjust.,..,151lndlhepainanymore.Howlll'IIIS')in&IOSla)'alivewiththis~Thatis."Mybodyisn\ 

ria;ht.Whalamlp,ina;iodoabo<ait?"lnthose)'ff'S,lhel■t•70s.naithouat,lhm:hadbcmpoupsorfolks 

ll.lkin&about~andlhm:hadb<al•fii:wfolk.111.lkinsabo<afullclwlaes.andnaiafew~full 
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changes, then: had not yet been in 1he world a formal way 10 appr.,.;h these subjflCIS and 10 offer n:al help. So I 

cameinKllho5ell""flSlibe,,~cl,e.filledwilhfttlin&,lilledwilheonfusion,filledwilhce,uir,ty-

Rullr:Cauinty.orunanaillly? 

Marsha:Ccnainly,butthckindof~c!Ulmytl\al$1.Y',"Oh,l.boowlh"'is""'°lam-welll'mno1!10s""'." 

[laughter] Yeah. And looked around 10 hear other $1orie$and to get suppon. Now we know Iha!'• vital and important 

butw,:1ltoknowlhatw,:ca,,gfm'SCfflarios.routes.lhcrapy,possibilities.!IOmanylhinplllllwewen:unableoo 

offer bad: lher,, So my first..,..,....., - Kl putuidie lhe posslbiticydlll maybe l wu oltly, 1h11 fflil wasjllSI 

anod>erhwnanbitofbusiness. 

Ruth:Whatdoyoumeanbylhll? 

Morsha:Whlldolmeanbylhll'/lmeanthatit;sjl!Slaomethin&thaloccursin,omehumanbeingsthal;sno11 

sic:knessor.,.evil«adef«1ofU1y•indbulrcquiraJOme,ortofrap,,,oelromlhcindi.-idt.ialandlhcir!IO<iety 

At that lime in lhe 60und 70s cawftly in me-• fttlinJ that lh"'must uhimatcly bu sickneu. Uhinwely, I 

mean.beausew,:hadn't,aJljustsaidaminute130-wehadn,donethen:surcll,wehadn,hadenou&h 

coollffUIIOll!I 10 know that wo.,~) lhe case. Even 1hough we may have been vagllCly awan: ofit and been tellillj 

cachQ!her."We'nokay.we'nokay.•1111inkthedcfalllt,qlheysayoowai:1-YJ,thedcfauhposition,lhcplacelhat/ 

-10-ullim-1dy."Thtre'tp,obt,blytomtthin&psycholo&iwlywroo1here."AndlllleillJlheCUh1Rthail 

g:rewup in 1h11 pvc me lhlll dcl'auk, if you will. Maybe~ culnre would hive Ji...., metnOCher 

undcntandin&,andoertaioly..,.,..,ofowresarchenuidstudcotsofgendcrl!ICSCdll:,swouldsay"Yes.ifyou~w 

upinadifftrenteulture,youwoulddcftnitelyhavc1difftrmtllkeonwbatitme1Itttofttldlese1llings.·Butrorme 

itwaslhep,ychology. 

Sollhou&hllhef1rstlhinglralJyhad10doaltermakiflclhis~waspw'SUl!itoaapi,yd,olocicalbasis,lhalis. 

findhelp.Anda)'Ollremember,e-inlhclale60sondcarly10$,itwavi,lhllcommooForsomcone10bedoin& 

psyd1olht,·llf))' ll'lia.1 you wen: wilh a 1llher high level, I should say. Well lhll'1 my lake on it There Wffl'l'I\ 

certainlyu many M.A.'sand couruclon Nnning around, Ihm', for sure. Yoo had psychiatrist&, psychoaNotym. 

clinicallevelfolb.Ph.D.levclfolks,andafe,,,mastel"llevclbulno1inlhewaylhalwehavcfo1ksavailable 

nowada)'S,andnotlhcaa-,ies. wheR1personcould walk iaandhopl,10ftndanintcmtowml: with. When r 

lookcdsound,whll1foundWN:ateriesofPh.D.levclfolks,uccpt11hinkForoneindi>idualandapprmchcdit .. 

iflwasse.ch .. for,if110ta<UN1,1111111derstandifl&1ha!wouldresultinno1doin1111)'thin&lusomehowliving 

wilh1hep,1in.AndlhatwaJlhetakemanyofthefolksaroundme"=,;ominato1hc11JOUpsprescntin1, 

So-lbelicvelmentionedthatlhen:-aserie:sofaomtthir,alikelJthtrapiSlsinmy20sandearly30s.Good 

people,allofthem.rully.J1t11-....,W0111deorretolhalpoinlwhen,1heyW0111dsay,"ldori,know"·hlltodo.ljust 

don,know."Andwe'duplorefamilyand...,'de:xploren:IMionshipsuidsexUOllitybeauselheCOll,,_ionsfinally 

Wt1'C$11<h inlhose~lhatwecould1alkol>otl!MXUllity. Butnoneoflhal w:asanswerinalhisquestionabout 
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"Whoaml?Whylshooklfe,;llikel'mfcmaleorwomanor-001man?"Soevemuallyafter1fewmoothsthey 

That'simponan11omebec.ausewhenlbegantodothosegrou;,s,th.alis.takcovertheSUj!portgroups,ltooktha1 

fomw,ifyouwill,intodoingsuppongroups.Sincel'vegonebacktoschoolandgotmydegrtt,andallthatnow­

butbacklhenlknewasacoosumerofpsychologicalservicesalittleofwhatthalwaslikebutlhal'sit.Whenldid 

thegroupsltriedtobringwha1everitwaslknewabou1psychologyintothosegroups.Thalwastheoriginalmodel 

that I brought. Luckily I didn1 know 100 much [laughs) .o the model was,imply one of allowing each penon 50fflC 

time to speak and then if.omelhingcame up tha.1 was impOrtant to them, questioning them about ii. Now we siill use 

aformatalinlehkethat-inthebegiMingofoursuppOrtgroupS.westillgoarow>dandalloweachpcr.,ontospeak, 

butwedon1dowhatwouldreallybemorctherapcuticworkwhellep.-obingqoestionsalleaskfd,excepiinrarecases, 

bec.ausewe'velearnedthatthafsnolthefunctionofasu;,portgroupandit',00111CCC$<1U')'thcre.Butbackinthose 

earlyycars,thai'sthemod,ellbeganwith 

Ruth:Didallofthos,groupsinthoseyears.didtheyall,pringoutoftheSeauleCoonselingSer,ice,orwmthcre 

otherservicesatthalpoint? 

Marsha:Thertweretwolhingsgoingoo.One,thercwerclooseassociationsofiDdividualswhogottogetherintheir 

homes and had meetings-that sonoflhing-or simply~ together, perhaps went to clubs. And then 

thcrewasScaulcCounselingSer,ice,wherethesetwogroupsexisted,thcsuppongroup,andfor1brieftime,a 

IVOUP therapy attempl. To my knowledge there really wert"" other places tha1 an average individual could tum to 

wi1ll any expec131ion of=civingongoingserviees. The Univer,i1y ofWashingtOn had a program dealing with 

trllM.fa..tJgcndcridentityissuesbutitwasquitcformal,itwas1researchpn.,g:ram,itdidn1admitmanypeople,it 

wasthckindofprogramthatwasgc:aredtowardsresean:handwasl>Olpcrhapsthekindofuperieneethatan 

individualwouldhopefor.1$00llldbeb!unthere-itreallywasn\thekindofcxpcricnccthal1pe"°"questioning 

themselveswaslookingfor.ltwasuyingtounderst.andthefullchange.thefulltransscxualposnion,onditwas 

doing so in• ,ery strong medical model. Thert were teams that a pe<5on W<lUld Mve 10 appear before, and all that 

wasverydaun1ingandonly1vailabletocenainindividuals.andecnainlya1tha11imeyouwen,D01goingtoget 

servicc,unlcssyougavethecorTtttanswers. 

Marsha,ln1hosey«n,thecorTtttanswcrsforatranss,xualper,onwouldhavebeenth.ailkklhisallmyl;fe.thatl 

arn absolutelywilh noq11C51ion 100% kmale, that I've, 11C\'er desi~ anything but. in my ease. a male, that I expect 

togoontopartnerupwithaman,andifitwerconlypos,1ihleinsoeicrytohavechildren,and-1twasratheTatight 

script.Al.o,notbettayill3anypastthalcoukllcadtoanotherdiagnosis.Soratherthenbeingweleoming,aswcalle 

oow-thar is,otTeringsome011ccomplelc~ toialkaboutwhateverhashappencd in theirpa.Sl- lftheywere 

inahospitalforawhilebec.auseofdqn:ssionorifthercwaschao$inthcirfamily,wha1cveritmaybc,wew111110 

1alkaboutthalnowbec.allSCweknowthatirsno1goingtodetcrminewhattheiDdividualdoesordocsll1do;it'sjust 
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goingtohelposprovide.some&oodSC1"Vice.Butcertainlybaekthe11,anindividualapproachingsomethinglikethe 

Universityor.someoftheindividualprac1i6ontt$wouldne,,uwam101tllof1bisto<yliketha1.ofdtprcssionand 

chaos, h«ausc Ibey would be afraid. sometimes wrongly- there arulways good people in any era- so !hey might 

hav,: bettl ludy and found a good practitioner wl>odidn, know what to do but just want«! to help. Bui the general 

fttling -and ccnainly !his wa., in me- was "No. we simply can, lalk about any of our bllCl<ground." Now for me, I 

didn"thaeeanythingthatdrama1ic101alkaboutbutstill1herewasafeclinglhad1opre$(:lllafairlynonnal 

background,anongoingscnscoffeclingthiscomplctcly,,,.vcranydoubts.andofco,,,s,elhadbectlfilledwi1h 

doubtsoo and off. Now we invite people toe,cplore those doubts. sometimes incrodibly profilable. Bui !he11, not 

onlywouldwenotialk aboutanypsy,:l>ological iss..,.orfarnily is.sucsinthepasttlw wercootoftheordinary. but 

we'dbev,:ryunlikcly10talkabou1anydoubts1hatwemighthaveaboutourproccss. 

Ru1h:Didthcscrcscarchen8lthattimettnd10associatetnu1S5C•ualismandhomoscx""litya.,ov,:rlapping 

categoric,? 

Manha:l'llgiv,:you,.,yiakcon!hat.ll'sthatin!hev,:rybeginning- no.tha1!heylooke<la1irassepamteandthen 

comingtogetheT.and11>engoingapan.andnowa1!hisdayandago.comingbacktogetherbu1insomemuchlarger 

senscofwha1itmeanstobehuman.Noitha1il'sanorim1ationissuc.butthatitcanbeencapsulatcdin1biolog.ical 

takeonide111ity.Thatmigh1bethowaythingsaregoingnow.but-Atthattimc.lwouldsay1ha1thercwasprobably 

!heundcmandingiha1i1'uscpara1ei!ISUCbuln.owwhenaske<ltotryanddcscribei1inihe..,,,,./d,ihellrouglusare 

always,"h,.,,uthav,:50mC!hingtodowithbeinggay.bcca..scl>owcouldamanwan110bcawomanifi1wasn\all 

about sex?" And in those early yean we rarely if ever heard about female to male. ~Y wm ,w~. lbey'v,: always 

beenlhere.Just!ikemalctofemalchav,:alwaysbettllhen,.Andeverybodyinbetwttn.Butpcrhapsh«auscofihe 

culr=thatwelivein.itwasthemalctofemalcpeoplcwl>owercfin1rcpone<looandsecninapublicway.Thatis. 

thatwa.,ihepublicfaceofger><leridentity.Solhequcstionwouldbc."llowinlheworldcouldamaneverwan110 

be woman ifit wasn, for sex?" Ar.d to pry that one apart has takm ever 50 long and of course cvm now somctimcs 

thatwillcomcuputheq..,.1ioninanaudienec.Howevcr.lmustsaylreallyhave,i\hcardlha1fromanaudienecin 

averylongiimc,e,cq,tuasub!enwhereas.sayinthoearly&Oswhenlwasbcginningtodolwofthcsctalk:!in 

publi<:. that was a common qumion. "Doesn' this mean that you're gay'/" But we don\ hear that 50 mucb anymon,. 

excepcaslsayasasubtcxt.Again,goingbacktothosetimcs.rwouldjusiven1=1osaythatthercscarcher$.the 

peoplelookingintoi1.werelookingintoi1asasepara1eissuc.Butwheni1cametirnc101ryanddescribcitina 

public venue, it was linked to orientation, but linked in a way that was very mushy. if you will. Linkcd in a way that 

l>a<lnolanguagc.Wereal!yweren,1alkingaboutoricn1ationV<:nUSidentityun1il1bi1la1cron. 

Ruth:Whilcwe'11:oo!histopic.lhav,:acouplcofkindof11:latcdq<IC$lions,and!hefi~onedealswithmalcto 

kmalctransitions because l'se met acouplcofpeq:,lc wl>o wm male to female who have laker, great care 10 

distanccthemselvcsfromcross-dressingandlhedragsa,neandlhensaying,"lllat'slfOlwhail'mabout."andbcing 

v,:rycareful1osaytha1.Bu1ontheotberhandinthetwodoewncntaricst'v,:secnaboutcross-dressing,t~always 

secmtobcasignificantnumbcrofpeoplcwhodcsireandpcrhapscven!uallydogo!hrooghasexchange,sex 
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reassignmtntlherapyprocess.Sol'mwondering,arethcboundarie,-howseparateorhowpertiapslmzyare1hcy 

bctWC<'llthctwo? 

Marsha: My firsc thought in answering thal qllCSlion i, this: that the mon' information we have. thccleare,- it 

hecorne,-andbec.ausethcinfonnationisS1illyoung,it':sS1illnocwide/ykoown-1pcnonmaye,;,meintousgoing 

wilh,.·hattheyknowand whattheykoowmaybcthatsomcpeoplec~and it maybe po$,5ibleactuallyto 

challge.Soifthal',yooroptionasfaraslcnowledgegoes.it'sprobablysafcrtobclievc."Maybeit':s1cross.drcssing 

iswe:wtieninfac1yoomightnecdtoronfrontsomethingdetptr.Andcenainlyldobelieve1hatwas1hccaseyear, 

and~ago.So.alolof1imespeoplewooldcomcinandsayit"sacross.drcssingissueandthendiscove,-lawtha1 

lheynecdedtodomon-.Alsofor1periodw,:wonderedif,im;,lytheac,efcros,-drcssingl«tsomchowintoadcsire 

IO change, and oow w,: know that itdoesn\. 11 can be templing sometime,, as a person discovers how they can cross· 

liV<'inthcwond.toconsidcrlivingfulltimcinthc(l(l,e,-genderrolc.Butnowwe'n:abletosay."Goaheadand1ry 

that. ExperimCfll wilh Iha! and discover when, it really fits and when, it~1." 

In pas! ycar,_ because lha1 option wasn1 there, there was always the lure of. "I wonder what I miglu be like 10 be full 

timc?"Sometimcstho:,econvcrsationswcrtdifficultbecausei1wasimpo$,5ibletosaye,actlywhatln,allywam. 

What w,: saw happen and whal we saw happen here was lha.1 w,: would begin wilh a group that invilcd cveryt,ody­

~ing, tranSSCxual-evcryooe. And befor,: too longthcrc would be a dcsirc to havc two sepanHe group, 

bec.ausepeoplewhoeross--drcMsaid."ldon"1wan11ositing:roopandliS1entopeopletalkabou15Ul"llffles1llnight." 

Thoscwcrethcindividualswhocouldsayquiteclearlythcydidn1wan110goohcad.Andanothcrgroupwhoqui1e 

clcarlysaidthcydidwan1goohcadwi1h$0mekindofphysiealtran,itionwouldsay. "I don1wantsithcrcandt.alk 

abou1 clothes and makc..up." There was always that other group in be1ween -the group r was TCferring 10 a moment 

ago who would say, "I'm not,urcbutwehaYen1g~ anyway to test itOU\$0, am I cross-drnssing?Am I a 

transsexual?l<lon\know."andbcstrugghngwiththa1andm1ybeoneday1h;nkonc1hingandoncdayanothcr 

Noww,:"vemadeup1his1enn"1n1t1Sgender."originallytowve,-thalkindof1hinkingandtooffcraway1hrough 

lhat.Butwcdidnlrcallyhavelhatlhen.Whatmanygroopswoulddois5plitandweactuallydidthatmo.allhoug'1 

l'vealw1ysmain1aincdthalourfridaygroupbe0pen10every0nc.Andonceagaina11hislatcdaleonFridaysthcre 

aretross-dres.sen and 1herc are 11'111'1SKxual people and 1herc are transgenderpeople who are all ,ining 1herc toge1hcr 

andfinallywchavealanguage.wehaveawayoftalkingalltogcthcrsowedoo~fccltha1wehavctogooffinto 

se~groups.Butback1hcnwedidtm1tesorncsepara1eiroops.Wespunoffanorganiza1ioocallcdEmcrald 

Ci1y}whithwasprimarilyforcross-dressing. 

Marsha:Let'ssee.tha!gotgoingfonnallyinthcmid-30s.lthadbccnpartlythcrcsultofourfndayg:roopcreatingit 

formally. The people who are facilitators al that time were involved in creating~ formal group. U.at is, 1he fonnal 

organi,-,a1;on. Tht:re were members who had been around for many years before that. They'd been~ ones who had 

Yisitcdinpe,oplts'hornc$andhadbeencomingtoSeanlcCounselingSttviceandhadbe<ent~ingon1heir 

ownaroundSeanlc-thatsortof1hing.Bu11hiswas1hcformalcreationofanorganiza1iongwed10thccross-
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dresserand!opn:,vidingasafoplace-lputitth;sway-asafcandhealthyplacemgoandcnjoy,oda/cvcms. 

B«ausc one: thing we wen~ offoringai the Fridl,y group was a lo! of purely SO(ial OC!ivity. Again I think lhat 

comosfrommytakconsuppongroup5bcingsomcthinglhatsupp:,nsyouonan•motionallcvcl,on•psychological 

lcvclandworbwiththa1.rathcrthanthesimplydoingandbcingineolecdinaSO(ialcvcm.Whcnwerccognizcd 

that,therceamcEmcraldCityandthat'sbecngoing!Owellforsoma:,yycarsoow.lnfact.cvcryyoarnowthere'sa 

convcntionheldinPonAngcles.ofallplaces.whichisasmall.logging.t>asedlOW!1.Everyycaragroupofl50to 

200 ~ and fi-i.::nds and transgendered people go therc and havc a four-dayoonftn:nec. 

Ruth:WhyPortAngcles'.' 

MarYla; We had a pcnon with ,as as a fa,cilitator in the mid-80s who was a very courageous person who said, "We're 

just going to do this. We're going to find a small place where we can do this.· And she went out~ and she talked 

tothechicfofpoliceand1hemayorandwor\cdwithallthefoll:$outthercandmygoodne.<J,theywe"'jUS1seared 

to death. Theydidn~knowwhaiinthe....,,.ldwasgoingrohappcn.Andtheysaidnoandthcfltheysaidycs.Al>d 

finallyitgo1wort.edoutandlheyhadasrnalloriginaloonvcntionandfolk.,diKovcrcdlhatitworkcdandthat,my 

goodness. their moMy wasg<)()(I, and so 011. Al>d it"sgrown ever ,ince. 

Ruth:Sowhendidthisfirstonc:happcn,,.henwasthefirstc011fercnce? 

Manha:ldoo,rcmcmbcrtheexae!dale.lhavc1ofil>dit,bu1itwasmid-80s 

Ruth:Mid-Ms,okay 

Marsha: So Emmild City grc'" and the Friday night c011tinucd 10 do its wort.. and lnge=ll was growing in its own 

rightbca.11$eweiTl<Xll'p(lnl1cdin1984.ahhougha.slmen1ioned,thefirstWcame10mein'77.andbctwccn'77 

and'84 thercwerescvmilpri"31eanemptSIOstan!Offlelbing, which l dx:I. They"'eo,usuallythwanedbymoney 

issues. location il5ues. Akins those years I wasfil>dingpeoplc who were intertsted in doing the same thing. And 

scvmil people were faciliuting the group with me and 11aycd lhercand became folk., who were in1ercs1ed in 

creating a MW organiution. Al>d those arc the oocs who weo, with me when I =•led lngcn<lll in '84. Around here. 

lngenoll, Emmild Ciey, the lup1)0<! group con«pt, the necessity for social o,ganiwion. !he i>eccssily for medic.al 

andgoodthcrapcuticsystcms,lhescwereall,:rystallizing.ForushcrcintheSeattlcarca,itwasthecarlylomid.&()s 

when these things w= fonningas conscious ,>ee<ts which we were going 1oa.ldrc$$. And although there arc groups 

allovcrthiscounuyandallovcrthisworldwewere~,uinlyoocoFthefirsttoconcrctize.thatis,tomalercal, 

o,ganiialionsthatdeal1wi1hthc:seim1CS.lamfullyandwhollyawarcthat~arcO!hcrorgani:,uions,aslsay. 

tha1wmine,istenccbcfon:. primarilycross~ingones. bcforcthi,timcand l'mnottalkingaboutthosc. I'm 

talking about whai happmcd h=. But "''hat I'm particularly p<OUd ofis the fie! that we were """'"iowofwhat we 
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way-notjmtthalyoul:ncwaCOUMeloroverhereor1doctoro,,crffitff-buttlwlhen:besomefOl'ffllllwayof 

brin&ingthcscfolksintolheorl>ilofourneedsandourorpninuons.n..r'llhediffcmo::e.andtlo,,t',wt,,en,llhink 

we rt"ally wen: ahead, for whatever iuson, of most other places. 

At that time I know •lsolhlot ffitff were ,cvcral/on,,a/prograrns Jllin&on at lhe uniscrsities and other locations 

aroundtheglobeiollclpprimaril)'nm,cxualpeople.BU1apin,lhtdilfcrena:ilthalwc'n:domglhison•pttT 

Jew:1. And it was1oooscio..sa11empt, successful I be!icw:. for,-,n, for people who are f111:in1theseiut>ts. to 

<:r"e&lellff\li,:,eorpnii:ationthalmetlheirneedsandWlln:si,onsiwtolheir,-!s.TobringU>jOdla'Lhe 

proftsSionals,Lhepecrs,Lhenon-proftsSionals,lhtsuppon-allof11S-inanorpnizationlllatwouldbeongoi~ 

lllatwas~primarilytothcllcallhofthcindividual.Andlhatl~l)'wan1tolayclaim10,no1•thconly 

pcnonintheworld.forgoo,:MCSlsake.becauseobvioml)'lhen:wen:mar,yothmthinkinglhisway.BulldoWIIII 

1oclaim that we lwr,, 11 lnae,soll hl,w, always had in mind lhe individ""l 1ffiin1 their own....,"' of,clrand !heir 

own-ofpo-inhand.Andbythall-thalwewouldolferservicathatwouldallowlheindividualto 

scnlethosequestionsofself,theftlhcyaoootintheworldandlhcydowh111evcr1heywant.Thcydosocial,lhcydo 

nlationship,l,,theydo!Qintss,theydowhllevertheynecdtodc>.Nowlhlll:'sdilfiertntfrom•orpnii:ltionlhat 

wouldsay,"W•""'Jllingtoolfcrwaysforyouiobesocial,foryoutomakeco,,ti,ctwithotherpeople,foryouto­

l'onocial....,.,.-orlhatwc'n:justgoi,,110providcyouwithblsicinfomwiori."Perhapsil'sno1so..,blle,bu1the 

focus is that we wanted toapproech that dttp senile of11elf, to libenlte 1N', bccaaa,c 1 belicv<: all dse follows fi"Ofn 

lilcr't.Youhawastrong,enseof,clf,whoyouare,youcangoto•llll,e,c111herlhings.YoucangotoLhesoci1I 

sidcofit.youcanao101hemedicalsidcofit,youcando•ythift&.Andllhink,.,,'w:bttl'lprovedtn>eoverall 

theseyars.SolhosearelhedilfcmH:C!lthlll....,wcwm:doi111inthosewlyyearsuopposcdtosomeother 

placa.Anditwaswryadling!Mygoodnesssakes.wc'dsitinroornsanddllllhaclhinp"l',lmnernberooe 

1imeinanapanme01ovcrinQ,,ee,,Annellil1,sevt<1lofusi.atthcrtandtalkcdaboutlheneedforEmen.ldCityand 

iudilfermcefromlhefridayni&,hlpnupandthcenw>'J)n&lngenoll. 

[SIDE l ENDS) 

Ruth:Oby,youwm:talkingai,ou1sini ... aroundaplaceon(!iut,enAnneandabouttbenccdl'orEmmldCity. 

MN'W:Right,lnditwasjmt•ldctcribcdanditwassoexcitift&i--wewmbuikling,om,ethi"&,makirl& 

-'1ingnewintheworld. 

Ruth: w., Emerald City waslhegroupdwthat wasfor«di...:ted to, waslhMdilferent fromlbegroupthal 

mighlgoto,liko1drlltgcoronationballorpMi,;ipt,1ei,,lhal,ceno? 

Marsha: 1............,befnow yowori&ino.J qutStion. mighl•w•llfe!becl:IO it. There- ■ !CftKlhllpl'O!lledoing 

,i-qanddragpm'ormanccwereinadifftmuwegory,andlsusp«1tlw:rc$1illi••feolinglikolhat.llowcver, 



nowadaysl•bosuspcc11hatthesenseis:il'sjustadiffe<C11ti.ke.lt'spartofthewholcproceasofexprcssinggender 

!k'lfandp-nde,-rolc.Butd,e,,...,wm,1hid.llhink,inmanyC1$C!ihllilrepraencod1non-cransxx..al,IIOll-ffllSl­

drcs!ling,primarilyoriefltation-11thou&h.,..neVffwouldhave51idthewordorient.iion-bulgaycakeonthe 

worid.Andbcausctherewaafearihllifwcexprcucd!halJ<1<10fUlkeonthcworkl.wewouldne,,.,,,gerthc 

JCrYices.Asyourccall,amomen1agolwa51yinihowifyoudidenlffincothcmedicalorp,sycholoJic:alworid,it 

wasw,rylikelyforsomeoneques1ioniq&fflderiden1ily1'0ll0talkabou\.,,ythi11J1Cheyfel1wouldbeseCC1a!I 

"'51)iciousorlbe}'WOllldn\F1their,...,,ffl-Jnlhoseday,.,fotmanyofwr-Cf'ON-<lressin&andinn.KxuaJP""Plc 

thcrewasafcclinathatifweidentifiedaspyorksbian,tha1ia,oricnwiooiMuea,lhatwouldbeastribagainS1us 

....iwcwoolm\a,etservicesand-WOllldbepill'C"""holodi,ome~ebc.hwuw,oodmixrureofsclf 

pro1ec1ion,1snnackindofhomophobiathalwasatru1lly1J<1<1oftclf-oansphobia.ifyouwill.l1'shardl0say 

wr.atilwu.Butildidl'CSllltin,...,...in&OUCthca:,oups.andtot(ltnSweryourquestiondirectly,manyofourfolkJ 

bllckM wouldhave51id. "Dng?Oh.no, thllhasnothin&10dowilh1111:. ['ma~....uteora~or• 

u.msexual perwn," We didn\ ha•e the word a-an,aender. And nowadays I think if)'OII come co the IVOOI"' what 

you'dt,m,is,"Oh,drat'/Fine.lllM'sfine.Me.l'mlookin&-.rma~orl'm1nnssexualper,onorl'm 

tr-.1genclercd,"andtheconversationwouldgoonlikethat.Whichisllhint:farheahhier,[llughing]ollmy 

-· 

ThisW0111dbeanint=stinapaper,foraomeonetopryapanthecukwala.pe<:t.thalia,thefnrlhatif)'O<lidmtifled 

withadanl'ffll'ISminorily,pyandltsbi,w,,beausebllcklbenilstillwas~andopprcs,cdmMl-hadn\ 

menco wchad!l\jO!tCflonthcradarscrttll!l)"Cltojoinintllalkindofopprasion-whatwchavenow-andl 

don\lhinklhat'sanywin.dal'sforsun.But111castwe~alltoeetf,crinthcbanlcnow.8111withthatfearin&ont 

of.,indiYiclual,lbeywoold51y,"No,l'm'"311p.-ioflhataroup,"hopmad,e,,thalthedoClonandlhtthcnpisu 

would&i••thcaidJO~lyrcquirfd.Also,becausewefel11hat-didn\ha•ethcpowcr,ilwasgoi11gu 

supplicarUt(lthc:se!k'mCeS,bul lngmoll'sbeefl<:talledt(lllke1waylhll lar. Bffilu!k'we-lheprovidtts- There 

is.., m1>eh comro,,.,..,y goina on right now abotu whac kinds ofSW'ldanhofcare should be in P'- for people 

.....,idi:rin&physicalchan&ntolheirbody.Buloo.arcakeherehasllwaysbcenlhllitmll!llbeba!k'donthe 

indi~idw,1,lhatitcan\bearbitrwy.We'venevcrfollowedlbsolutestatementsaboutwhlllshooldbedonein~ 

orwhlilshooldbedoneinthccxpcriencepriorto'°"'"sonofS'1fgicallntervention.Ouri.kelw1lwaysbecnto 

helptheindiv;.Jualdbcovttwholbey~ljll!llnccdt(lsaylhll,~thcreiscimil9981~~tro>'Cny 

obout:whll,ifany,proccssshooldbeinpl1oCCbetwccnanir,di•idual1,1ying."lwanttomake1physicalchangeto 

mybody,"aldlheprofcssiorlllwnrldpovidingthaldwip.Bulbacklhm,inlhe70sald..Jy80s,thcrewulhis 

wong fttling- because we lladnl yet posiliontdourxlvcs and we hadn' yet 111d the power in our hands-lhll. ifwe 

wen,nl ~~ ifwedidnl make lhttc disllnclions- py/lesbim is over here, trans.!k'Xllll is here, and it's diffemu 

fromcross-dreuillj-lhlilthetnnssexuaJpeoplewouldnota,etthc,...,,ice,lbeynemed. 

Rulh:Wberedidthenamelncer,ollcomefrom? 



l'l'I>~..,._.._.,_ ~ll 

Manha:The-l"lfflOl17RobcnG,eer,l,ip,no!l-•~ialhelaato,nhlr)'.llel1>'Cdfromll))10 

1199.AJrar•l~,hc:h,dnootiaaiodowilh~111lorsen(leridelllit)oororimt&lionillucs,bulhc:wua 

pm,:inwhospol<o.,..forlhenahtlorlllindividuals.llespokeoutapimllhe.-licaln:li1iousfiihtofhl11lme 

wbidiilprobablywhy-dun~llcM-muchlbcJulhi111illlhellCJ<lhooborany,obm.lle-lheAnomey<knnalof 

lllillois.tleC0111dlll~boffl.orto-oflhehllobsay.l'm.smt.tllldhe11111beeaw,;h_,opponcntofthe 

rdip,llsri&htol1'iltimeandof~-:loflla>'el')'and~l"or-•s~ln._yan.lfflWIII 

....inc-A&.c--.indiYidull.lcaneacnmhimonedayinlhecarlylOsWlllkifllthl"IJU&hlhes.tllel'ublic 

u..-.y-llllllldllikelrncthim!Bulno.whlllsawonlhetableW11Sabook.Andicsaidaomelhifl&lnaenoll.And1 

1houpl."'Oh.ilthatlhllul1he~?"hecausen111ybe)'OU"vesee,,•truok111bywllhacomprasorlhatS1)"1 

lnser,oll-RandonlhebN:k?Notlhewne111all.loptnedlhebook.,._Jlhen:wasan-y,oneofhl1many.m111y 

incraliblybeautiful-ys,1alkinjlhllulhowhc:hadcomet111hcn:alizlllionlhlllthewn«,it11fhell-11110lof 

oppmaion md that ,.1,en"" n:aliml lhll.•ll the rears mo:llcd IWII)' and he n'h like. he ...... I■• mud, -

com.,lica&cd---■ lhanthat.butthatlWICICdmo:andlrtadmon:.Mdlrtad,_.,ofdlis_wbo_ 

..,.,._lylhekindoflJl(:lk .. whoeouldhold1h:lwlndlfor'-tt.e~lhe•ol~111readad1 

~andiolislc,,1ow,;h1penon1alkal>oullibertyandjuslice...cl&udomandequll11ywt11mapirlM'llbitof 

bllsincss.lsat1herelntho,libnryforlherat11flhe1ftemoonmdrtadhim.Mdheh«ameimporunifflmylifemd 

la1 .. oowhenitcamo1imotonunelheoemcr,lhlll ..... ,.hollhou&hlof.Yeah. 

Rulh;Olleof,nyq_lonl_.,..111t.ewhydidl,.,.noll_.iformalilSmak?Wh)'S..lr1Mdthemcnl 

111•10)'0'1.lhe-■ l_.ilbl~llmil_._,,,_wett~ 

M#Sha:Yes.llffllllly,,-.11""""..,..-ead1alWl)"l_.bod<"-.l'wenvded ■r...i1bit.....ttheworid, 

butlllW11ys"°""bod<111s-Je..By....-..k~we-.tali.,.,llhcff.A..ailwarmyldllll..lnlhebfainniQ&. 

The.....,, ■ndlll lhe..,.. ofil. Now. it's bcm made by hundreds ■nd hundreds ofprople Ol"ef the years."' now ii 11 

mudl,_.,llwljustmyidal.hiliUo,,ntnaurc.AndlSwep-ow.we'n:followin&lhestaaalhlllmost 

orpni>:ati...followand,,_IIOft-P"Ol'itslollow■1theypow..,.Mdpol~ically,wearefllldin&cu-placcinllle 

politicalworld..:l"'rer..,.ourp1■ceiadiewcwldoKorienlalionandidmffly.So~',muchn111n:lhanmt.much 

-,butldid_.il. 

RudicWcn:1hm:OIN'peopleNyo,,ir,¥0Mdinthe-illgofit7 

Manha: Yeah, thcft'w bfttl III many prople. There was one pcnon in panicular 1111t1td JCMlftr York who was ,.;111 

mt ■11hewrybcp,r,i"'1 ■ndht~domuchoflhelcplworklndthtorpnitin&worl! oh,hullhm:llavebfttl111 

IMll)'~.Somanyothen.TheoriplalgroupillllSC""'OOWe.«eptforme. 

RID;Byall.-,doyo,,.....,hlvi"'lpmcdonor 

M#Sha:N11,lhey'•e,no>'Cdon.Atlea$t.llto,,.lhey'restillllive.Bllllhelouncli■apuup-•........i .. 111ot11cr 

lhinp. 



Ruth: Whalwe-esomcofthediff,cuhieslbalyoulllldinstttinl ln~lswted'I 

M..,._:AMlllynncissirnplythMlhircd.,111omcy10dotheSOl(t)3papnworl,:andW<!,cntoffsomcmatcrial 

lnd~cameb<rlto""becaustthegovemmenthadnevtrh.eardofaia""'rte,utrandlfleynecdcdmon: 

infonnation.Andljust,Jputitlhope1linlehumorously,th.atthepemrnemwroie*kandsaid."Whal's1 

!JeM<rcentt:r?"They'dne,,,.,.heardofsuchathifla.WhattlM:yrcallydidistheyjuslnoodedmon:informationaboul 

wha1,..,..,ica.8ulC$St:nliallyYl'hatthatmean1wu1hat1!,eyhadnoideawhalthisorpniwion,...,orcouldbe 

Thmweo-ethost:.Therc,...,theproblcmoflil\lrlCU.Atthaltirne,rwaswort.in1iflthetnMUUctionlndcsandrd 

justpu1my~hecksin10this.Weli,w,eedilthalway.rli.........iilinthebepu,i111,Andi1W111somcyarslater 

thalwebepn10rnaleourrmttnd10011.1$wedonow,throughdolllliom,tndwe'rtnowbe&inni11&10Jeltome 

1JWMSandcrowupinthatway.Butinlhecartyyan.ilwasmoney.ltW1111indin1•~althou&h1hat"-.s""' 

100diff>CUII.Wedidfind1~lilirtyquic:kly.ltwas1""'allspace'°"onSU,.,.,WayNonh.8utbeyondth.al~ 

wmnoreal powerfuldiffocuhie9.. Weweo-ellble10wtlle in andcontinue10asl::theques1i<>ll, "llow.eweJOOl&to 

p,o>'idethebestservioesTBulthathadbeenJOin1onsffl77,1t1'1question. The1t1ualp,:,upwort.,wtiichl 

countodasmostirnportant.wasgoinJalonjjustfine.Sdtingthethinguprequirt<llepl,mnney,andaspo,ce,which 

waM1ltoohatd ioac:hicve. ldonl wanttodownpllyiL It took awhile. htook1lolofcornmitrnen1. lttook no1doing 

anythinaelseb,nthis.Novacatioo!i,r,omovics.noneoftha1-ju51doiflgthisandsavinge.-erypennyandgivingit 

1othi1. 

Ruth:Wcrethcretirnesineslablishin11publicoenterthatyou~injudicefrom--whomi&h1 

providespo,ceorserviccs-orhmlilil)'i' 

M-,ha:()nlyonce.onlyonc:e.lthiflk!Nll"tlwselybecausenoonelllldanyideawhallhilis.Wht,,we·dllJkobotll 

1nmva1i1e.~in&,rr.wuual,especilllllytransMe~1a11in1tmeyean.llObod)'hade.-erheardofit.Now, 

-evayonehashean:lofil.Buibac:ltlhm,pa.,plehadreallyverylinleideawhatifl!IM:worldwewm:up10. 

Ruth: Can )'OIi n!ll'lfmber any specific co,wersalioos or incidcnts1 

Mmhl:lnren1in1,no.Ofcourx,lwas1bilcarefolanddidalittlcbitofrcsurchbefore-wroac:hlngan)'Olle.jUSl 

10 find OUI ...00 had remed before. and chat with them• liule bit before sayingan)'lhi111M<.>,n who W<! were. The 

orilJinalsi-,ceandthesecondspo,cewehad.wflichwasinFrcmon~wcdidn~encountcr111yproblcmwiththe 

landlord.Th<nlhethirdspace.wflichishm.webepninabuemcnlrnom,andlha1W111jll5twi1y100small10...., 

wcn:looltin&apinfor~spac:e.And""'l(llthis'°"herc.Andth.iswuamuchsmallerspace,dividedinto 

olher""""'•lhclime.Wcwanledtolooltaroundfortonrii,.elscandilW1111hmlha!W<!appn,ac:hcdalandlord 

OU1oroundlakeUnionandwhenlhllllndlonifoundOU1who....,wtre.thcynofused10rffl1.Andthllone....,,ook 

101hcOffi<:eofCivilRightshercinSanleandildnlJonfortwo~<Mingwhich1imc....,expandedthisand 

rallymaclethisagnndhorne,•youcanKe. Thlt...,ouronlyi1'15111J1Ceof~anddireaprcjudice 



NWI..Glll,IP ...... iow,ManM ___ z, 

Marsha: Ambigl>OIIS. Wer,e-gotajlldg,nentagainsthim.althoughwedidget whalamountcdtoanapology. The 

laws, which we C(ldtinue 10 worll. on around those som ofdiserimirllllioM. arc still a bit weak. 

Ruth:YoumemioncdlhllSelonlcwa.slhefll'SlcitylOl>avttnns&endermcntionedinlhecitycodes.forDOn• 

di,criminati,on_ 

M.-sha:Yes,yes.yeslT!Mffagain,Wlwasmid-lO,andlbe-l...-eilwn'l6hl,..didlhll.Thatwa.sa.-.Jlof• 

loloflwdW<Jri<. J.,;.;.e VMClcwandaomnbttofOlherlwhowt:tewilh ... a11hctimedidwonderiul work. We 

would spend a loloftime chanin& wilhoflkial, and explainina whBI,.. wtore and what weff abou1 and whBI,... 

nttdcd. makina lhe allies and wcrling with them and cduc11ing them such lhBI wh<n ii c•me time to ofTcrlhi, 

languagcforconsidemionwewer,,ablctodoilinaclcarandproperway.andit,...acccp1cdandenlcrCdthc 

languagcoftheordinanca.Andcva1now.rightnow.ri&hltodaylhereiscomidcntionapinofchanginattmc 

lawstobee...,,-,incl11Sivt,foruamplc.toincllldctnnscn,dcrorga,dcridemityorwordsl01hal.cffed. 

Rlllh:A,opposcdio7 

Mll'W: Simply ..,,_,,.,.Slitc and 113'1sscx1al." bcca1HC the word lnlllsgcnder"wa.s not in use, icncrally, in "U. cwn 

though ithadbttnoo11hctt. Bue wewen=siillthinkingin 1mn,ofthe~ing, lhatis,lnll1llvestism.and 

1hosewhomakcthcfullbodychangc.thetrarwcxualpeoplc.andtlmcarcthc1wowordsweofTfffd.Well.nowwe 

wantlObe!l<S1!tbaiWCffincl\lllinga//thcfolkswhovisilwithus,inclwinathosefolks .. hoarcnotgoing10make 

fullpbysicalcflan&nbul...,livingin_...,.gcndcrrolcorlhoscfolkswho.-.simplyuplorin,&.cithetwith 

thcRf,yorm&)-bc:withoul it, lhe'1"'51ionofgcndcridcmi1y. We wantlOimp,:,vcNlllang,.iace.and,..will. 

Ruth:Whenandhowdidtheword1ra11Sgcnclcrgct$W\cd,F1swtcdtobeusod7 

MonJu,: Alt, tbai'sagood one. Virginili Prince-agoodfric-ndandoncofthcmatrian:h,. ifyoo will [laughing)-• 

pcnon who identiflCd a, u-.n,,es1i1e and~ ha, been an acti•ist for•- ,o many~- is the pcnoo 

whoprobablyroincdil.ahhou&J,-andlwanttogivchcrcre<lilfortbai-butwhofflOws7lt'sbeenaroundafcw 

yea-snow.earl)'S0..8ulils1HC•alffllllhll'sonevtryonC"slipswhovisiuushcrcbll:sbecnrullyl"airlyreu111. 

And-..llylhewordwamadeup10meantho$eindividuals,.,,.,...,livingfulltimebul,.,,.,_,,noldoin&• 

SUl'JCIYbecause"°manypcoplcwm:presentingwithlhll."llcy.ldon'tthinli:lnecdtodoa5'11'1"'Y"-lhallis.a 

llfflital convcnionsurgery "inordcrtobewho I am. lean live fully and wholly inthisworldbychar,ginamyrolc 

pu<~m,u;or,. Maybe 1"11 do ,ornc small bit of surgery co my r- or something.• Or maybe for f•IO-m. do• 

mastcciomy or ,omclhing. Whal do we say? Everyone wanes• name . .., what wen, the folkt who frt in tll8I ~gory 

toingtocalllhemselvcs?Al>duamgcndcrwaslheanswa-.Andtbaia:iuldn,hlppcnuntilwereachedapoimwbcre 

it...,obyiosaylhll.lkcaiseapin.ion:fcrt.cll:iooncoryourcanierq,.,e11i,ons,inlhecarlierycan,inlhe60t 

and705andearlyl0s,,j11t1•wedidn\1ell-thatis.lhetrarUKJ1ualpcople-didn"tltlllheirdoclOnormerapim 

muchabouttheirpascforfearofno,:gfflingJa"Viccs.lhcrcwasau-cmendousl'earNll.ifwesaidsuchthinp-."1 



mayW1n1SUl'gelyofM>fMkind.l'mno1...,,1wan11Jmitalcon.-e,-sio,,surgery,•lhatwe-ldbebnndedano1 

bein&rul.1101being1n1ly1r111ssewalandlhffl:f<nllOl..xthyof•ysavicc$. 

lt _,,,until..., ourselves feh "Hey, !his is I leplim11e swia,. This is I real hwnan condition, !his 1r1mlffl(ler. 

lhilfeelingthatl'lllivcintheOlheraen<krt0le)'elllOln«essarilydoa~.•N111until...,accepledlhatwerewe 

Ihle ,o_ forwlrd and make it a part of0\11" language. So lhat"s what the word wuori&inally for and oow as you 

koowil"sexpanded.awordsdoinhumansocicly,tobeanun,bttlllsonof1crm.Solhalwhensornebodywalksin 

thedoorhen:alh,eywil11Qni£ht1tl;OOforour 127JrdFridaygroupandsays, "l'mtransgmdered."thealn>0$1. 

comic: answer is. "Sil down and 1el1"' wllM you mean." Because it migh1 mean croa-drcuin&. it misJ,t mean 

tranMcxual,itffli&htmeansornrblcndlhal whoknows71moan,..,)'lhing.SoirsawondcrfullyfacinalinJwork 

andlhen:"sanod...-papcrfuroomebod)--IOir-lhltwordoutlbitandc"-aboutitfor1while.Andlhcrc"s1new 

word oorninJ. l'm RR then: is, tomtdlin& 1h11 ini:l\idesevcn ll"OOl'L Ma)'be tnmgcndmd /J the word. because it 

does-m to-then:havcbeei>pcople iii hen: who have said, "l'mjim:explorin&lffldier. l'mnotdoin&a,yphysical 

d1anp whll.wevcrorevcn1soc:ialchanp,"and wc'vcsaid, "Ah,tnn.sgen<lcr."But maybelhm:"sanod'ltrword that 

wouldmeanmoreofthesimple, ■ndsomcfimesprofound.uploringofgcnder ■ndaendcride-ntity.l1Sbases,lht 

wayilpll:,sovtincultures.lhewayitpll:,sou1individually.Wboknows?There11n:wordlmilhllwh,o'llcomeup 

withthose 

Ruth: llow ha lnpr$0Lrs clienlelcchlngcd over the years? You mc,nioned thll. when I tall.,:,d to you earlier, about 

theaeo@;l""lllhic:alori&insofpeoplc.lmean,UltheewfyyeanpcopleeamefromallovcrtbeDOW11tyandpahaps 

nowlhatsllOl~~lh,eymiJl,thavcochersm-ioes.OoyoujustW1111tosay1linlcbitabolalhll? 

Manha:Goodqucuion,thankyou..Yes,lhlt'lquileri&ht-lntheearlyyanwhmwe~ourbeffl&through 

Siffll'lybeinaandbeiftedepcndablc-lhislRca-,absolutekey- we....,ehen, ... ll\erwedtlf'la-,.wkaller 

wttk. That pmnealCd throughlhecommunif:.iNl!IJOUrt:esthatpeoplchld.And like..,yoppm,sedgroup«small 

poup,pcoplewouldspread the word. When itbKameclcarlhal we_,-.,dtpfndable, we weregoinJtobehen:, 

thedpcoplewouidtalethedunceandoomc:fromevcrywherebecause,_,,offeredtheh,opoorun,JerstandinJ 

themselves and of&t:etin& the services people ,o de$per11ely wan1od- hormones, ""'iC'Y· Nowaday,. those become 

plttloflheexperience.andnoteveryone'sexperimceandwhenitdoesbecome1part.wecanhelp1JIC"°"get 

thoseoervices f1irlysimply. When lsay1hal. it means "f•irlysimply"a,mpam:iwwonderina i(you'n:&0i11Jto 

ha""'WSohalfwayacrosstheJJobe ■nddoitinthebeckalley,omewheretolindKrvicesforhormones.No.whlll 

mcar,nowisthltlhefflr\\inimloodptyeholo&icaJprotasestogolMIU&fitoreceivclJIP'OVllllndlhcnvisitone 

ofow-physicilnswhocanpnwide.thehal<:lr\\andthebatmcdicine.,....,.thebalcondilions.Thisisrelatively 

e1tywdo.lf,,,,,_oor,,nandfindslhlt'lwhalwouldbe~ii1theirlives,itiso:"-Clyo■sytodo 

hen:.lsaythalbei;:ausein~S011tothe-1y)Unlhllissuchaseaehlr,&eatobealinost...t>elie-ablc.But 

i,,theearlyyar.slhen:wa•-thallherewa"°placctogetthosckindofservffl hoonnonesandsurgay-,o 

whcflwewerefouodtobedependableandabletoprovide,.....,iceslikethat,peoJ>leo;ametous.literallyagain.from 

all overlhew«ld. Manydiffer-entcoun1riei..,~1e,d ~andeertainlyall thesta1esoftheUni1od $(ates 



NWU'.il!MPl......-,,.._llol>o--~l7 

And lrememberOM_ whe,_,apersonhnchhikedOU10fAppaluhiatooomehere. Theybn:M,a;htabo,of 

clolhingwitblbem,Jivento1hemby"'lativeswhokntwnotbingaboutthicstransgcnderbusil>t$SOOthadcome 

togetheT.Youmiglnha•cthough11hatinthatcultu"'1heywouldlvlvcbeen"'j~bulthepcoplehadoome 

1o,cthcrand.said, "Weclon, knowwhat'sit0ingon buthettllkesomeclotbesandgotoSnnleand~help.· And 

lhll'•"·halwcwoukl-. 

Andthtnlw:ro,,asotbtrgroupsroseup-you~absohMtyright.ll'smucheasierifyou'ttintheMidwest 

IOfflCWberema)'t,etogoto"-CityortogotoSOfflt'PIKecloscrby.otwiousty.11>an1ooomeOU1hett.Bu1s1ill, 

SI ill-and this is $imply my pride in lngenoll - I think thl,t ih person does find their way out here. they will find a 

verysolidprogramand1verycomfortablew1ytodc•lwithlhtsequeS1ioiulhlit'snolyelpre$ffllinallthesenica. 

We can offer dependability. Apin bcca11SC we've b«n here so long we have developed pancm,: 1hat""' •ery K<:U"' 

andifsorncplaceisjUS1bqinni"iotiftbey'velostalolofpcopleandlhcyn,IIQrlin&o•eragainasal1smal1 

orpniDtionsdo.thereca,beaperiod"nenltheJcrVit:eslallblockandifyou9ppew91justlhallime.irsw,-yhan1 

Luckity-wcl~nocluckity-irsther=illofhardwott that'tno1100oflfflthe-.Once111orpr,izaliongets 

aoinglnd~Ay,thertntfiveycan,lhcy"N:pn:,t,.blygoingtobethereloralongtimc. 

Ruth:l.ookingbac:k.""'thereanythinpthal.ifyouhadthecllani:eyouwoulddodiffen,ntly?ln.!Wtinga,;entcr 

like this and kccpinailaoing?Orthekindsofscrvic:esoffered? 

M-,ha: Anythi"idifffflllt? f~) My finl f«ling is no. 8teausc another dlin& that I did in those yun ..-as Imel 

around1hiseo,intrylndvisilwidl<M)"""'lmO...,;n1mS1ed.Thenfinaltylhalinch,dcdgoin&:10Eumpeaswell10 

1alk10-,yonewhowasinlerestedlnd10invitcthemo,,tothei:..d;forc...nplc,.k,hr,Monq,froml<lhnsHopkins. 

OMoftheprcmicrraearcheninFf>derandscnderidentityinlheariicryars.waso,,myfintboard.DaniclllWM. 

who ..-as OM oflhc individuals who has comribuled migh1ily 101his undenlandin1, was on my first board. And 

that"sbccausclwctUOU!Chen:andgotthem. 

lfeclquitc.wisfledlhllllhaloriplalwayofdoinJl;thinp.ahbouJl,lcan, .. yi1wut'ullycomcious.ltwasmoreon 

lheon:lerof,whattodo7Thissccmsright.DoiLl$l,ppmclhalwouldbcit-lhallwishithadb«tlpossiblelObc 

more complctctyconxiouso(how 10aaican orpnizalion. Now I know tho Slepl Iha! are usually followal by 

MICf1Ul&orp,ialiolls.bothpolitioalandsocial.Backlhe,,lsimplydidl1'll~yes.thalwouldhavebeen 

bcucr,10havehadadearervi,sionofhow10,;n,a1ethes"fJPO'l5ideof.,orpnizalion.Weknewllboulboardsof 

dirtttors,w-cmadelhechoieclOJQWith1non-,:,rofi1SOl(c)l-Actually.ldidandlmadelhalchoicc.l1hinklhal 

wa1aJQOOchoicc.Somclimeslwondcr.Sometirne,11hink.,.,.yt,elshollldhave.!Wtcdaprivate1hing.Bu1thc 

......,.,1swtednu1SOl(c)lwasthepcnonalcommiuncN10scnlingpcople.ralhcrthanprnfit.Andl1hiru:thal.'5 

proval10belhcbeslchoice.. Bul.n. ilwaN1,JOmCthiqlhac wascarefultyplannaloul. ThcRwasnobusinas 

plan.Bullthint:w-cdidpmrywcll. 

Ruch:YoumcntionedJOinJlloEumpedtlnl'\glhcsc1imcs.Whatcountriesdidyouvi,si1.lllddidyoulindadifTcren1 

clinwe ihan hen:? Was n more prog=siv,: or Ins so? 
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Mars.ha; TI,e reason I w,:nt the first time W"-'just to""" ifchere -that was in '68 - before I'd eve,, madecon1ae1 with 

SealtleCowiselingService-wasJimplytofil>dootiflherewas.,,,,..,...,elscintheworldwhofehlikeldid,and 

beca=therew,:repoliticalactivitiesgoingon.lth;nklmtntionedthatParisin'68was1powcrfultime.Ofcoorse, 

hen:,poli1icalactiviticswiththewarandall-qui1cstrong.Andthalwasalargepanofmylife.So,ononelevell 

wem becauscoflha~onone level I w,:ntbecausc I wasahippieinlhosedays,andin •-ylhat'• whatyoodid if 

yoo could. But I also we,,t with lhe h.opt offinding50ffiebody and that- I believe I mentiooed that in our fll'$I 

Rlllh:Uh-huh,yoomentioneda"gender-playfulir.dividual." 

MBr$ha:Yes,yes,that'sright.Yeah.Tha1wasthelirstrealcon\aCI. Thenlw,:ntback50ffieyeanlaterbttausethe 

organizationstanodbyHarryBenjaminandothers,nowknownastheBenjaminAs.sociationandn:$poru;ibleforthe 

siandardsofca,-e.hadoneofi1Srn«eingsinFrancein-whatwasthal?'IW?'86' 

[S10E4ENOS] 

Ruth:Yoowercr.alkingabootgoingtoEuropcwi1h1heBenjamins. 

Manha; Right. I had joined that organization andbttnamnnberforacoupleofyeanaod whet, thisopponunity 

carneup-becausceverytwoycarslheassoci.o1ionholdsameetin&,onc:einEuropeandthenitcomcsbackoverto 

this side of thee pond-when !his opportunity to go to Europe with the organization came along, I went. I w,:nt 

becausclwan1odtobeactiveintheorganizationanddothewort,whichlwasdoin&,bu1a!sobecauseitgaveme 

the opponun;1y to see what EllfO!l<'M resc-an:h was doing and to cha! with somt folks who appeared at the 

confC1'CIICC,sometransgenderedpeoplefi'omEuropc,becauscasalwaysthatorganization,whmitmeets,artmctsa 

numberoftrans.genderandtn11tSSCO<ualpeople.Ar.dintheearlyyeansomeof115wcrcmemher$. 

Now it'! coming back full circle and manyof11S are membeB now and it's oor organization rnon, and more now. For 

aperioditbecameanorganizatioolargelyof11011•trans.exual,noo-transgendeft\dresearcber,.,but1hat'sanothcr 

story. My take on the Benjamin <>Tgltlization is that it Mg"" with lhe best of intentions; that is, ifit had~'t begun, 

OO,C,-,were3oin3tomakenilesaboutthingslikesurgery.Tha\is,theswewasgoingtomaken11e!l,probably 

ootlawit. There"salwaysbeerlari,ghtwingandtherigh1win3inthoseyears.inthelate70$.whenitheardaboutthi$ 

sortofthingatal1wasveryin1erestedinootlawingi1.Nosurgeries-thatsonofthing.Oneofthereason,the 

Benjamin M.wciation began was simply to provide some sort of$11ndardsofCl"' ~ on a medical model that 

wouldmakeitpos.sibletoprovkieservices.Al>dthrooghouti1Shbloryit'sa!way$tricd\Ooffer[a]placewhen: 

rescan:hcrscaninsentlheclates\information.Soalthoughtherehavebttnabuses-thatis.,CTCatingv,:rystrict 

mcdicalmodelsordiS(aneingpeopleli'omtheactualemorionaleven1SbyfocusingtoomU(hooaspectsof~h­

r think the overall take on the Benjamin A$$0Ciation has bee,, a positive -a positiv,: SkJ) in the grander question. the 



panclerco,,venaio,,ofundenandln&idmlilyandFO<ltr.Soanyway.Ohmya<)Odncsa,ldo1D011.8ullhawu 

thc,_lwentlhatimeandldidinfacl-Cloamon:folbandfindlhllitjll!ldidn,mancr,ollm:you_,.in 

thcworld,ailcastinthcwe:uemworid,lhathepnxnswasvcrymuchthc$1rne,lhllSf'OUpsOfpeoplewnelJfflinJ 

tO&tlh<r and trying to start small orpnimions that would h,elp lhem$clva. 1 mnembcr. there wu III orpnimion in 

Parislhatlvisiledbuti1had1lotinort,ll•ofdespcmionbecau .. lhctimeswm:muchhardcrforfolbfonni113thc 

orpniutioninParisallhaltime. 

RUIII: Why do you lhink that was? 

Mar-shl:Wcll,thcn:wcn:dtfinitclawspr...-ibin&pYlltsbian-andforlhllmanerlnn$SCxUll,ahhou&hit.....,, 

f.lW1)'Sswcd-ac1ivitics.. Thcsocialcli11111ewas....y111uchoncofrej<ction.lnd10fond....-..ioes-verydilf1a1h 

b<auleiftheyW\'ml,ouilawed-orthatls..simplywm:no1permittcd-thcnthtyWft"tvery.veryhanliol'ind. 

Andlhll'snoc,odifferen1.lhanlwu11lhalltime,or""ywhm:forthatrn111er.B111il-justwry~forthel"olb 

IOJllllloactherM1orpnizalion.B111whatlkamedfromWlwas-lhatwasantmerplllworldwidcpmotS110f 

lUOCllllic,,, aroundgcnderandgcnderidenlitythal we could wort withandstayfflco,,IICI withandlelmfrom. 

Ruth:Whatothercountriesdidyouvi,it'/ 

Marsha: AU lhc western European oow,tricsand only lS far ea.sl llS r could g'1 al that time, which was• trip imo 

VU£05laviaundtrsome-Nowlwouldr>eVffdoitbutbein1quileyoungllook11001>echlncesbed:thm.Spentonc 

c"ffli"&with•mendlmet011Jrrainin1V"ll(l51avcmbessyfunelion.nodiin1fancy,itwas•back[mW'l).jlt!l 

dinner ton ofthin&and r didn, say a sina)e word because ifl hid SJd;tn in Efl&IM ii WOllkl """"been.~ 

thin&-ldon,wan1tobuildit,aplhll-itWMfl'thalbtld-bollitW1Sp,-,ttyscarybmincu..An)'Wl)',thal'smolher 

SIOl")'(lau&hterJ. 

Rlllh:[Jaua.hi"ll]l'mintrig:utdthouat,..lmoar,,youwantwknowmoreaboulthat. 

Marshl: r wmt because I wanted 10 know what the 1ituatioo forlnlm!Cxual and ttMSgt-r>dt~ people-well, didn"t 

hlve the word "transgcfl<ltred" - trarmexllll people was wherever l could find them and I did find I couple. But 

thcn:wunoorpnilJllionthatlcouldfindMthattime 

Ruth:/fowwouldyoufindpe()Jlleinloourilry-youknow,cuhureandlanglllgt"lhatw&SsomllOlefi-om-

M..-sha:llearntdthatbymakin&lnmds.111U1lly0111hctnoins,thallcouldfindmywryintowhllc-.a-hippieculnn 

there WM. and throup that I could find whatever social ,ervices there were, md dvou&li !hat l tould find if there 

waslll)'thina;forpyorle$bianorbi.Acnally.notbi-wedi,),levensay"bi"backlhm.Andnnsx,,ual. That's 

howlwouldfmdthcmwhcrcwrlwern.Ornot[laughs].Somrti~itwasjustadoa<lend.So.thalwaslhm.. 

Ruth:Whatwouldhavebeenthc:~,..,,,:e,roryouinthisembassyJit""'ionifyouhad.spokcnfuo[llW,? 



Manha;ProolblynomorethanjUS1avayernbflrrassin1quesiionin1evcnt.pos5iblydtlaincdforalinlcwhilc. 

NOlhin1- I don1 know rc1lly, I don1 know quite how IWl&emus i1 was. I was vay angry with the person for lal<in& 

me into that. They wen,1happy•&0-lockysonofwhowas, "Oh, sun,,comeon. havedinnerhercwilh me"-and, 

,.1tr,;/lrcmembcranoll,er1imc:whenl,....with1Jf011POfrolksandoh.how111Tvelwas.Wewen,1n,elin1inO\lf 

Volks....,...._ 

RWl:WathisinlhiscountryllOW? 

Marsha'.No,&rope,thiswasin- .. -t,.atwasit'l-~?-and....,_slcq,inJinlhevanandilwasdown 

by I train $lalion and there was a n1f! on the door and we woke up and looked OU!Side and literally there were guy, in 

1rCnehcoa1Ssanding.,ow,dthevanbecause1heysu,.pe,:tcddrugs.AndlWll!l50n&r,.,ell\adn1eventhoughlofth81. 

Andlb=,....1p-e111,curryinginsidethe_,andi(1hcn:....,.•drupsomehowlheym..sthavegonenridofthem 

becausewbeslthevanwassearchedtherewasllOOlina,.BoylWell,•yway,lhmwcn:lotlofevenulikethalin 

hq:,pielifebad:lhm. 

Ruth:Thishrinp11f11que,tionlhadaboutbeifl&out.bein&obvious-one..-iofthequ,esti,o,,is-is!h=1comin& 

out process lhal's similar lo what a py person would do? And 81 thal time how did you present yo1119elf10ocher 

people? Howob•iouswould ~havebcenlhalyou wen:trans.sexual.ornol? 

Manha: Not pMicululy, Olherlhan a heavy do,eofandro&Yny, if you will. Remember in d>ooc yars loo& 11&ir or, 

seneticmllesWll!llhelhina,Alrobeadsandjcweky.Soldid ■Jlofchatpl~-r .. y.1heary,heavydmcof 

androgyny,mc1nin;thalwheneva-la,uld,lboushtthelhinpiuuallybou&htbyWOfflefl.S..ldoublanyonewoold 

haYC!au;<dme11Stranssexual. 

Ruth:Wouldyouhavebecnlag&cdasamaleorfemalc,ordoyouknow? 

Manha: Probably as male, p,obabtyas male. Althou&h 111,,t was- by the time of the !rip to the Benjamin 

A'ISOCillionlwasfull-timefemale,ycah-ilwasthefntlrip~lhe,elhinphappmcdchatlj\lSIT<'(>)lftedlO 

you-lheembusyandthebat...,van1hin&-and ■ th■ lime,ih■ Wll!linlhe'6&-~pcriod-th811wasdoia&the 

androgynybea""")'O'I know'"hen)'O"lnYClyouhaYC mon, lrccdompcmll)S. Al least I thought I did.and llricd 

10ioasfiraslpossiblycouldiowhilelwastheK.8u1thenaa■in,youknowwbeslyou'nCNl$Singbordenthat'1 

anolhttmanerandlwasquitewoniedlhatwnelwhlkemydc!lircsasfaraslwan1edth81-lmean,l"""in1 

fon,igncounuy-andifyou«ime10aborderyouohouldlooklikcyourpa.ssport,&C'nerllly.Oratlcasll,..,cdthose 

kindsofthoughtsaspro1ea,O,,orasra1ionalcforno1~in&fillly&ndwhol!yasfemalcorcanyingil1ha1far. 

Rulh:ln1CnDSofdtest,,lhawtalkedw1coupleoflcsbiansfiomlheold!CboolwhorcmcmberatinMeinScanle 

wbeslilwasillepl1odtcainlheclothcsoflheopposile,u.•Nowlhoscla-mwtlllwimpact,:,danyonc"howas 

1nr1Sgffldcrpmtysc.,.,,,ly.Whcndidlhalch■n&candhowdidyoufl,ardwhelr]...:ri:aroundllw? 



M#shl:llhinkalllqislativeoras,all._oflawinthiscountryhad..aconc1imeor~,la-lilctha!.Some 

arestillontheboob.lfyoudi&dcq,fflOll&hyou11fi..Jlhtminmos1oftheJllllet.They'rejustno1mforcedond 

lll.vni\beenforc-JOIOt'lg.A..Jcvni11lhlt1imcthcywc-ren\cnfort:ed,-,lc,slhcrewassomethin&clsegoingon, 

or unless there was pwe prejudice at woflc or someone was simplydiscriminalill£ in• •"'Y J)C)Wfffl.il way. lfthf<e 

wm:round•upsoriflhen!weresomethifl&likelhatgoinaoninban-why,thisnevcrhaviflchappcncdtomelcan\ 

spelk Ii-om fn,: hand. only from second hand informa1ion -ihlt quite often any Md Ill ways ofM>USin& wm, 11:Kd. 

The other thin& is tJw for uanssexual J)eOl)lc the objccl has u,ually bcCfl "'1fto ,w,d out, and not in IIIO$t eases to ao 

outintothewonduntilthcy'drcac:hedtheSU&ewhcrctheypassed.asthcyu!ICd10sayandweS1illdo.Andthatwas 

certain.tythec:as,cinthose..-tyycanihltlhen!wassomuchfearlhlltffliblelllinpwould~if....,d~\pm 

very well. Thllmon:lhln likely...., wcmi\aoifl&togoOUl..,ywhc<c..-vnitoliinidtybanor....,.. ....,pnttived 

miplbefricndly,unless....,werepttttyi.ureofourprc,,,,n11ion.ThosclawsMd-crylinlcoppMunil)'tobcuscd. 

When they lt'U1'uscdtpiftSI peoplclhen!was. as l'mtold,llmo.t alw1ys50mflhi11&cl,cgoinaoo. People wen: 

bcin,roundeduporpa.,plcwcrcbeifl&hlr-.sedorabuscdintomeway. 

Andn,ow.o;iays.i(sUllcresiing.llhinkilwouldtakca&Jealdealtottyanddn&OUISOfl'lesorlof'SIIIUlclikcthat.l 

don\thinkitwould ...... bcused,thewaywc'i-egoing.Therc1re1'Cftaintythosewhowouldlikc10bring!ho,c 

.Wu1C1t.ck.Butthcnajordiffcrencenowb1ha!wcl,.a....,thcronccptofu-an5&Cndcrandwcha-.ethcnotion1hai 

blcndifta &endcnand Wflmn& with 1h11 it• very wit.al pa1 ofdi91xwcring who you 1re, such ihlt people.ofter, goOIIC 

inlocuk=nowin•ondros,yt,ouswaeorintheearlylla&flofthc'ir~apcrimcr,11andtakeitinlo1he 

worldtollveit.NowifthosekindsoflawswcrcstillfultyWwhollyinplacc,thcnsuchfolkl<Xlllldcxpec1,omc 

trouble. But the w•y we dealt with 1hal early on, before we confronted it dim:lly, WU to ha-.e an individual cany 

withlhem.._y,apaperf'romd,e;rthenl)isl.dtscribingwhllthcywcn:doin&anddytheywmdoul&it.Andinthe 

lllelOsthercwcn:occmionllltyarTCS1Slmalooapcrsonno1lool,:ing1helffldcr1hatpeoplcthouaf,lthey$houldbe. 

Butthcsepapen1lrnostal-ystod<carcohheiuue.fl'sll1hlltimcthatwebcpndirttttywutina"'iththc 

problemhc~i11S.:anlcbygoingdim:lly101hepoliccdcpartmcn~and10tllosercsponsibleformforeing1hclaws, 

and talking with them and educatinglhcril. Apin I can\•y 1hat this wa., a rcsu~ of sining down~ in counsel 

tosclhcrandplannin&OU1•stn1t&Y,lt1t1Mi.imptyfromlhcfact.lhi1twhappcncd.thepolice""""',;allcd~ 

apcnonwcmimoarcstroominarcswnrttdown1ownandtomebodysaid."'Thll"sarnan.•andthcyeallcd1hc 

police.Wh1111reyougoi1111odoaboutil'/Lct'1godownand11lktothepolice,Thepolicchadnoidcawhat'sgoin1 

on. Can we educate? We did, and moved"" Ii-om lhcrc 

Rr,llh:Doyoum:allanyspcc,if,eincidenllwhcnyouhadlOtalkwi1h""""'°""orO'llff¥Cne? 

Manha:Oh,surc.Surc.Tllcn:wasonee1rcs11urantout00Aurora.ionggoncnow,whcrcthis!Ottof!ICCIW'io 

playcdoutandthcrcsukwuinlhcncxtcouplcWttQaltcrthac,landacouplcofothcnwmtdownandchartcd 

with anyone in the poli«dct-trncnt dlll ~ could would talk io. And CVffllualty ~ p,1 a hi&h as the vice chief or 

whlle\lfflhey'n'eallcd,xcondincommand.Andappr<JKhtdilfromthepoi,,tofvicwofhisisapsydKllhcnl'Nic 

eondilion, f,cspondinll 7] to psycholherBpy and that !his is• human condition, thll i1 i1 not• pctvme lie! and soon. 



NWU'.i!IMJ'l....,.._M#ft ___ ll 

And••~hofthal-il.didn,happe,,immcdiatety-butitledto111opponunitytosil.doW11withsomcother 

off= and eventually evtt1 - let's ,ee ifl remember this correctly- what I want to say is. 111 incoming clus of new 

policeoffoceB,)'IMlknow,theyJOthroogh1tnoinin1process.Nowwc'vedoncdwmanytimesondwe'reinthc 

processof-luatinadw ri&ht oowand maki"lil.mo<e fo,mal.Qnceqo.Ul,)'IMlhlvctoreinventlhisv.1'1ttl qulie 

oflcn.ButlCN1,rernemberifinthoseealy~we..:twollyspokccothcwholecltisorj,mtoomallgroups.l 

dlinkitwupn:,bablysmall~ 

Butthtpointiswewe-relbletodothaleducationcomponen!andthat'swhalmadc:thcrealdilfcrence,rathtrlhMgo 

aftcrlegislation.Bydoingthetnoining,Mleas1hminSca11le,wcwcreabletomake11oodcooncaionwiththe 

policedepartmentandprcvcn11hatsonofthin&fromhappcnina-thcindii<:rimina1earrworabuseofsomeoody 

1implybecausctheywerecrou-dre:ssedor11aMSCx..al.Suchthaivayquicklyevcnlnlhoseearlyyears-someone 

mighlbestoppedbecausethcirtailligl,twuout.dley'dbeaoss-dJessed.lhcy'dbetarir.cd.andthcofflCCl'woold 

siq,lybe--rwiththcW11ightandthedrivcr'tliccmeandthell$ualthinp.mdil.woukln'1belhcissuc­

~cro5$-drut-""'ich"'11Slmmtndoilswin.Weleamedearlyonthatedlicaionwalhekey.Andofcounc 

ifsatw<>--panprocessnow. Oolhcllducatiat,chanpthe llowstoreflectncwkoowltd&c, But rathcrlhango 

immediMclytothe legal sid<ofil. we SW\ with thced...aiion. lt's1odilferen1now, at leUI in thislOwn. Inmost 

cucsr,owadayspeoplecanuplorealll:ind!tofpresenwioniMIIC5,allkindsofaost-drHSln1andcross-sender 

prcsa,Wions. withoul 1t1yral far that laws and the police will be inYOlved. Unless thm'tsomething else aoinJ 

on.ifthm'ttomeviolmoc•tomeothcrissuol(Mnaonthalcallsinpolicc,lhtflthmeou.ldbeapn::,blem.tiu.if1 

likely1nbehmcdonthatll'ld-•allonthepreseot11ion~ Yeah. 

Ruth;Youuill<ed10,-whc11....,firs1mccaboutthcfactthatuamgcndcrllransaexllll1Ctivist,took1quietS11nOCa1 

f"1tandyout1olkedlboul1mtt1inginDen-whmtheques1ionwashowvisibletobe.Wouldyouliketosayu,y 

moreabou11hatandhowtl\al'1chan,gedovcrtimt? 

Marsha:Oh.sun:. Yes, )'IMlknow,thaljusicunc11prcantlyagoin. Thtrc'vc bcmtomemore•lhercolwa)'lan: 

when-thisismypcnooalprejuclia-whenlhellCfWorbnecdlOIDCntinp-lllffltmo<eJbowsaboulu.mp,nde, 

a,dtnns.su....t.l&e1calbevayrc-11thc1imcwhenlhey'redoncswcq,sandpoim.Andapllllhett's1call-not 

somucbacall---1questiat,do....,reallyW111110belhatpublic1Andc,pcciallynowlhlllherightwingis 

lq.inningye1onothereampal.&J,againstpyandlabian,1camplignlhatisi..:ludln1forthefinttimcon1najor 

levcl1n1ru1&ffldc,and1ta>1sse~..al,althoughstillthcir tgaln,ldobelicvcthitislhecase-thcirprimemoncymak('T 

isprcjudiceagainslgayandksbianpeople.Blllin.,yevcnt-blocktheonolbeina,on1he111dar"""""""inlhatway, 

thethinkingwas1hatwccbi,W1111tobeknownby1t1yonebocal,e,agaifl,wcwm,aeithescrvioes.Thatwastho 

primlrylhought.Secondarywouldbel:ball:heywilllr)'andifnockillus11ieasl.S1QpusinollkindJofposs,'bleways 

-ic:auseusp-e11hann.ThOIDmverrnce11n&sticbinmymindtxcaa,olhercW11Schancetodo1rldioshow-noc 

cvenatelevisionshowbu!1rw:lioshow-a>dthcdocisionoftho&1')tlpwasn,oltodoitbe<:auseilwouldmak~thc 

ger,en,lpublicawan:,lhltwet~isled•oJ~aslrln!Kx111lpeoplc.andlhat'swha1....,werelalkingabout­

ll'lflJSexualpeople-11!hetime.Andthatwouldbe1wful.Andweweren,qui1esureuactlywhy,cxcept~would 
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probably lcadlO_,,.sortofabuscor.._y!,edenial ofser,,ices.And 11ow,daysthcqi,estionisw<1l1, howm..;hdo 

w<1 want thae tabloid prcscntatNllll or_,,. of the other ,emi-nol ,em~ t,ui fl.ally-el<l)loiwivuvan 

Ruth:LikcJcnySpringcr.ll>oeekindsofshow$~ 

MlrW:Yeah,andthefearisno1110m..:htllllthcscr;iceswouldbcdefiicd.bulthali!wouldcometolheatltntion 

oflbc orgonb:t</ri&ht wing, the viciously wcll«garoi>ld ri&IU wing 1'18lexi5ts in this country II this lime, that 

-=m10hlvcfoundamazin&too1s.amazin&-ysofacncn1irl1hlteand profuin&&omtllllbale. Tocrcan1ads 

~pyandit,sbianpcoplcundtrthenameoflow-youknow,changcthem - is1perf<'ttcumplt.Alldthc~ 

is,irs1weryshor151t"P10inclucle-.,ualand~lnd1hcywouldfflUmlyrnakeagrfflpointoo.M.of 

how evil and homblctht tranuc,x,aal,i arc and w<1 could-_,,. peoiM fear- bocorne a major fimdraisin& IOOI of the 

rightwinaandclcment1oflM\.Thll'1panofthediscu"ionthat'sgoingonoow.A1thewnctimethcn:'snoncof 

tllllfearlhatthercshouldn\bccw::llionanddiscUHionandinmostcmesapprovaloftalkshowsbccausetheydo 

gtt the infOffllMion out !hat therc'I help and hope. 

Ruth:Soundslikc1balani:inga<:t, 

MlrW, Yeah, ii is. I penonally don\ do the talk shows any more. I'm not sayin& I woo~ cw,, again. but it will have 

tobcavcryspccialtalkshowwhen, I f..:lthal w<:'renotbcina;cxploite,d. Because I did them intllc: IOs. l did lolsof -
RU!h:Oidyoufeellhatyouwe<ebcina;uploitedooanyofthose? 

Manha:Towardsthcc~yes.And""'in,bcingnaTvc,lpcrhlpsdidn\ralizethaltha1wasthccaseall1lon1,l)o1at 

leasl in the Nrly years on the Gcraldos and Ill of them I was Ible to spend I whole hour talking IOOUI whit this is 

andist'l~andJivcphoncnumbffllndeon11ttS..lmean.1fltrthelintGoaldo,,nyao,h.we&CJCoomrthiflamthc 

Ofderof6.000aollsin1ma11erof""ld<s.Bulthc,,again.mid-lOsor,o,itbcpn10chanec~nolon&erwasit 

just~tobc1transsexU11lpcr,oobulyoul>adtohavcsomcthi11&elsc.TfVIMCxU11lismandpn,s1inl1ion.or 

transsex,aalism and this orth.ol or the other, and I do remember one show when! the ho5l came in10 lhe vttn room 

andclappedthcirhandsandsaid,(clapooncc:],"Lers&0outthcreandg.ivetllc:m11\'1lfigh1!"orw0Rlstothaleffect 

Andlthouah~"Wbatamldoin&hen:?rmno1heretodothat."l1bod~,otlmlwcntonsta&ethllthcy'd 

bnlugl,1on1....nberofpcoplcwhol-COl"l'lpletclyunPffl)Wedfor.inOlha'wonb,lbadbcailicdtolh<llllwho 

wouldbcmlhllshow.whic:hisnot_,,,,,..,inthclllkshowcim,itoratleasllllhlltimc~-,. 

R"th:Whowerethescpeoplc? 

Manha:AcoupleoffolkswhojllSlwamcdtopushWirbooft.and-,lherwas111kin&howshel'ffl"idodSCX 

5aYicestopeople••~penon~andthll'1notwhylwas1here.N'Ollhllldisappn:,vc.ne«Saily.of 

anyoflhlltbullhllwasno11hcshowl'dsignedupfor,norwasitlhcshowthatwaspromixdtome.Sol<111itdoin& 

"""· 



Ruth:lhlvci1beingdoseto12:l0.Didyoohlvc­

Marsha:ldo.lfftdl0rnoYCOllnow.lrallydolhlrlk)'OUforlhis.l~iat<:itmighlily. 

Ruth: Wet~ 1 lhankyootoo. l,lhereonylhiflaolscyou wam10 .. ybefon: we-

Manha:NOI ri&M now.no. lslhistbelastonetben,or-

Rl,ffi:lfyooi.vcrn,on,-lha>emcnq,ICSlionsn'i.r.edlOwhaldoweknowabout-x....iismfromlhepttvious 

century-pcoplewhopass,ed-ifyou warudlOll.lkoboiAthlr/ 

Marsha: lfil"sllOI too muchtroubleondwecoold mttt1&1in I would like vcrymuchtodothal 

Ruth:Okay. 

Rulh:Okay.Rn.Oby.Well.l'llshutlhisofTfornowondwc,;onrnakeanothcrappoUlunent.lbankyouvay 

much. 

[SIDE SENDS] 

Ruth:Thisi1RulhPffli,ondil",Qaoberl6,1998andl1monceogainwilhMUWBoczera1lngenollandwe'rc 

raumiqfromwhtreweleftofflultime.ondlhlvc1coupleofqucs1ionsj1111for10mespocif,odou.il1hlll 

negleetulioask.tK,,alultimelndthatwas.when'dld)'OUFIOtolleg,c? 

Manha:lwm1101heUnivcrsityofWlshingion.lwem1llbutoneql>arffl",1linost~kling1dcgrceinEnl,lish 

when lhe aetivitiesofthe 60s really became more important. I lhou&ht doing was more imponanl lhan finishing a 

cleg:rcc in En&Jish likrmure. Andolfl Wffll10dolnli·....,.and 10on-thalwaslhelrip10 ~andalloflhat. 1 

admitl....,itbebestsn.denllntlleworldbutl.......,\failina.Andlaboadrnitlhataftawardsldoindffllwisbl'd 

finishcdba:arseit"-...,\UIIQJ....,yyanlllerwhm I wencmiformyM.A.lhal I lacllOFbad:..,.;I finishtt.. 

imdagraduau:worl;ondlhllsecondtime....,manyyeanlalcr,ICIUlllyinlolhelO,.whcnlwentbodr.toAntioch 

andlinishodlheB.A.ondlhenonlhrou&J,tbemaster"si:kgm,. 

M....,_,AtAnliochhcrein~.Yeah.Butthosewm:vcryhadydays,thC)'wcreindeedbadi:lherelntbe60s 

whcnlhe,choolWOO<.ifyoowil~justdidniseemiobencarlyaimportanlachan&ifl&tbewondontllOSUffl.<land 

in tbe discuuions and all the other thing, we w=dofn&. And ofCOW'$C that was abo. I suppose. impelled somewhat 
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bymypersonalfc-clings.l'voofton~howmuchmyownquestabootsclf,howmuchifanyth(nglhathad10 

dowilhmywod.sociallyatlha11ime.Andira-llhinkit'safunc1ionofcreatingguihinprogressivesjUS1like 

creating guilt in gay and lesbian and bi and lrallS people-lhat some of the fil'$1 thoughts are always, "Gee. I wonder 

ifl"mnoldoinglhisforreallygoodrcasombutonlyb«auscl"mtryingtodca)wilhmysclf."Andthercwasaperiod 

inthc70swhenlcertainlydidwon<lerlhat.Didlreallydolhesocialwork.andthalwastheanli·war&r>dthe 

organizing for social jUSli<,e son of worl:. as some way ,o deal with my own intemal iss"""? And now I'm quite 

convinee<lthatakhoughlhcttmayhav,:boctlsomcimpulsclher,;onlyonthelevelof.·[flhavesuchdot,pand 

powmulfeehngscertainlyother.ldotooandlhcttdoosn~scemanywayintheworldforustoexprcs,thcscfc-clings 

solwanttodosomelhingaboutit"-thalwaslhctt.Butnowlknowlha11herewasnothinganifici1laboutlooking 

a11halwarandknowingi1waswrongandtrying10do,omcthingabouti1.AndsomcoftheOlherorganizingworl< 

that I was doing back then. Andlhal"s imponMt for me to say. because I wonderhowmanyofuswertdoinglhing,; 

likethal.Wonderingifalloorrunningoroundinourp,otests&r>doormtttinpwasrtai.lleftsehoolbecausoil 

didn~ seem real. It didn\seem connocled. And often around here we"re urging folks to smdy lhem .. lves and their 

soc:inyto deal wilh their gender idetltity issues and folks arc a.sking. "Wllat's the real mnh 1>ercr Same son of 

~wasgoingonthen.asking-1tleascamongsomeofu,-wasoursocialaccivisrnrealo,wasiuprodoctof 

our own r>ee<h? And I bet lhal"s going on right now in the cu""1Jt crop and wl>otver may read lhisand listen 10 ii. I 

ber.they'lldolhe.,.,,..lhing.ljusthopelhattheyfindoutalsointheirowntime,maybcalittleea,lier,thatsoc:ial 

activismisgoodinandofitsolf[laughs] 

Rulh:Andevenifit/Jrcllectingyournecds 

Ruth: You also talked about when you went to Paris in the mid-80s wilh lhe Benjamin Assoc:ia1ion. Iha! you had met 

some people who wtte pan ofa trans.gender orlnLnMCxual organiwion in Paris. ["m wondering if you TCinember 

wi-..tthenameoflhalorganizaiionwas? 

Manha: No. I don~. Wccooklprobablyfind it. It was run by a person who was laterkilled.agayman. wbowas 

latt,r killed in an act of-a hate crime-thal's what we call it oow. Noc a U"WISgendercd pe,son but somebody who 

had$11rtedgaya.-.:llesbiangrou])$andwasavailable.wilhsomespace.ina,erviccag(:r>eyformcc1ingsfor 

transgcndcrcdpeoplcandhewasdoingthat Theywouklmectonceamonlh.Thoyhadpoduck!.lhat,ortoflhing.l 

remember going one night during one oflho$c and we had some kind of, mmm. dolkiom French roll-up Iha! 

Rulh:l"mwondcringwhattumsupataFronchpotluck 1 

Manha; [laughing] Yeah. it was wonderful. And we talked 1bou1 the;....., and lhey were much the same as 

anywhere cl .. I'd been, around transgcndcr. And at lllat Time of course it was specifically. as wtte all the 

discus,iom.COTICffl1cdwilhhowdowegei,erviccslikcthehom>onesandlikcthesurgery?Ofcoursewetalked 
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aboulhowdiffiwhitwas10li~inthow«ld,in-eases.bultha,,waswaylittlcif•y1alli:lndlOOOl,realty 

mnembffany1alli:....,..lrlftS&Ul(ler.Wedidn,ewni,selheword111h11ti-. 

Ruth: Whlclln~w=youusi,,ginlhtsedisc:"'5ions? 

Marshl:Oh, verypoo,French in my cue until fil'lllly!IOmCOl>ejllSISlid, "That'senough:and b«ame1heuanslator 

and I spob in English. But just to follow the thoug]U OIII - we ~m,\ seeing there and wedidJI\ see hen: the 

individual ,.1,o would say, "Oh. l'mjllSl f~Plorin&scnder. l'mjUSI pll,yi11g with it," or, "I'm disc:o\'ffing OW my 

sc,dcridtnticymayormayMCneed•suria,."Atthatm&einWldcr$tandingmoistofthedi,c:uuionwuMIOIII. 

fithet~ingwilhoolany1alklll:,out~orprofoundFf>dcrissues-lhllis.bodynotfflllchinaself­

orit,...tnnsse"~uaJ:"lamgoingllwou&h•fulltr1nSilionandl'mgoingtoincludcasurgay.•11wwaslhc 

c:omrnor,di,cui.sion.Andofcounero1ttitlhc-~inFninceinlhlll7""Pin•linlcroominParisailwa:s 

hcreinourcrouJ11$inSeattle"10Ssomethin&lwasbothsurpmedand..:Nsurprisfdtosce.lm1ltydidnpe,:ti11obe 

thcAmebut,.hcnittumedouttol:,,,thcsame,il,...•bitofa~ 

Ruth:Areyoutalkinglboulintermsofpmon11litycyr,es,bodylanguagcand-

R111h:Alloflhoscranges-? 

Marsha.:lnthoseyeanlhcdimatcinParist'ordealiflawidioricn111ioniwle$,andccminty,.ilhsn,dcrissues,wa:s 

wayhad;11ie.stlhat'showitwu<bcribalandpictuml10me.Andl'mnotp,in&10in..,y-ycWmlhlllll 

undaDnd lhc climate. the social climau: in France 111hat time. bul lju:u ~ 1h11 it,... way hard, way hard to 

1t11eYica.Manyoflhtpcopie.iflhfyewkl,ld\lhccoumry10~,.....ic:esaroundhonnont,sand<:fflainty 

around""ief)'boc:auselllhlllllimenobody ..... doin1il,lbelitveitmayba~evmbffltillfga.tinFrance111hal 

timt. 

Ruth:Whl1countricswouldtlleygo10? 

Marsha: I believe people w= going co Belgium Jaracly. It was -lhe diffe,t,nee that r M(i«,J --that ii wase~n 

mon:ofabeleag,,eredgroup.Thcywen:morcundcrsie&e,OfCO<Qe,Parisisain,pcitylnditi,ad,omeoflhe 

apeasofhi&cityinthatthiswasasmallpoupwilhinahu&ecity,abu&e,powerful......,..,..,city,Diffetffllthan 

,.flll,.,,llldgoifltonhcreinSeanle.E~nlal:in1!hlilin101CC<M111houghlmfolksw=mon:dcspenle,lad:ing 

__._lackinjlsupport.Wbenl~lhlll!Owhll,.,,hl~hcre,theooly!Qldiffercnccilth■ ,.,,wcn,,with 

inlfflsi~rlfon.ablctofind50<l>eSOflOfSUl)l)Oft,bolltpsychologieallndmcdical.and~<:Wldmakeilprffly 

KC1n.lwanttotalkaboul.lh■ i,c1,c,cond,howthllcamctobe.Solhatwbcnourfolb-hcn:tolhcsroups. 

.-inlhoseyean,lhcycouldmaketht-,n,eetionsand~thoughiltthoseyurs~wasYttydiff1et1l!todo 

111ythinsaboutyourplxeofwork,~leastyoucoulddosomethinglibou1your,emeofself,mcdicalnce<b,and 

cvcnfamity.b«lusewcwcn:vagu,elyawan:offamllytherapyinlhoseycars[humoroustonc].Thatis,bringingina 
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whole family ond wori<in&ffi&Cther-And some people wm: <loin& it. And !hen: wm: ways to talk together. BUI those 

kindofsuppor1Swue001yflinplaceinPari1ond-almoughldidn\visit-lguessinOermanyldidmeetwi1ha 

few folks, althou&h OOI formally in a iJOIIP, and I doll\ ..-member 100 much abo,,rt lhlil except lhal they were laricly 

dca!ingwiththcir~isiucsindividll&llyandthen-,asalways.,ildepcnds0111heS1ttn&thofthcpcnonality.And 

ifthepcnonalityc:oulddeal with finding help, hcifl&rejfflal,thcy'dprobablydookly. lflhosesc,mofthingsW(l!ll 

thcpersor,do"11ortheywm:.-qu.ippcd10dealwithlhosekindsofrejfflioasandpn,blffllstheninthose~ 

thcrewas••wfullolof~sulfcrin&.dqnssion.lndsu.icidt. 

R~h: Do you mncmbff the name oflhc pcnon in Poris who had 5lartCd that orpnization7 

Mll'W:No,lcanfindlhal~yes 

Ruth:Anddidyoufflffl[him)? 

Ruth: What impres$ion, did you have of[him)? 

M&l'W:Amanwbow»overworkcdbeyondov~cd.Sornebodywhohadar,pntdc:al&0inaoninhi1ownlife 

andl'mnotqualificdtosptal:onitbwlaltronlthinklhcn:wuemanycooltQVtr"Jiesswirlingaroundhim.thinp 

thathewasinvolvalin•anactivislllldanindividualand,lrallydoo\know.Andldon\kllowallthe<kllils 

abolrlwhyhewasmunltrulalthoughhcwasmurdtrai.Yeah. 

ThaljustbringslOmindhowinthc70sthcrewm:poupshere-lmcmionodofcow,eSanleCounscliffaSen-il:e 

butlhcn:wm:peoplcinformallymee1:ingintheilhomet,lhal""1ofthina,on1hclevelof"We11justge1togtthtr, 

il'••-=ialsonofthina"-cross-drcss,discu"" uarwexual i5'UCS, 1hatsonofthing. What I remembfffrom bolhof 

tho!C - it's just oomina ri&ht into my head at this momcJM - was dam>ess, 1owtred light, fflffli"I in homes where 

thclighuaretumoddownlikeyoudoforp,artics.thlUortofthing.Ormcetin&inlhall'ari,NlUllwhereil-iljust 

wasn\-lllil!!laughDl&IAndldon\kn.ow-li:wm,eriplnowit'sbccamin&•rnNfll-andnowwewmthcli&J,t, 

up(laughing].. ifyou will. Veah,yah. Maybo:tharsjUSI memory, ldon\kn.ow.8,a ISUttdo,-e,n,en,btrthll. Ar,d 

Olhtri1'0"Pfthallwould..-twithhereinthiscowmyandlhoseOlhtrindividuals,"5U1llyitwasquittly.inamom 

withthclighulowercd,orDltheoomcrofabaror,ornethinglikethll.Andlgueulluit"sn.ol,mcommonforany 

issuc:inourcommuni1iesof&1y.lesbian,bi.transandsoon.lt'snotthccaseanymore.l'oreomplc,we'rerightnow 

disaa.singbuildinjaWllndtr/'ulcommonily«nttr.J'monanotherboud.QoeenCity,that'ltworkingtocreatea 

oommunitycm1erthllwillbt1fine,beautifulbuildin&-

Rllll:You~IOlalkllbo,,,lcrealin&aplaeeofsafdyllhink,andbtforel""""'..,;fyou-10say1001ethinj ........ 
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Manha:Yeah.lnthc70swhenltookovertbcSeattle'CounselingStrvicegroup,theonethal'>becomeourFriday 

groupthathasgoneon1lltheseyears.llhoughttha1theway10ourliberalioowastoowr1andeontroltheservi= 

wenttded,themcdicalservi<esandthcpsychologicalscrvi=andlhesuppo,tservicestoo,thc>upportgroup.Th.at 

was my model. 1 didn"tgoOU1$id<ofthatmodel. l'mno1surelhat I couldhaw. lM it',the ootlhatl brough110the 

wortatthattime.ltw,utheoolyonelwasfamiliarwith.Sotheplanbecame:createourspace.kcepthcsesupport 

groupsgoingandincrcasethem.findtheraj>is1Swhowouldbeabletohe!pourindividuals,andtoprovidetbc 

paperwon:. which w,u being developed at that time through things like the Benjam;n As.socia1ion !hat would lead to 

honnones.and.obviously.findtbcphysici&11Swhowouldpmcribethosehonnonoesandtreatourl"'OPle-andno1 .....,.,,,,, 
Oh. that reminds me.gosh. I hadn~lhoughtofthis. WllfJI 1 was looking for hormones inthoxearlyyean it was 

verydiff,c,ult. l'deall upadocto<andthcy"d $1Y, "You want ,.-/ral?No. 1oon,1rea11hat:lhat"spcrverse.•insomc, 

casesorjust"No.ldon\treatthat."lleamcdthatyoo-thatlhad10talkdirec1ly!othephysi<ian,whoeveritwas. 

rather than the desk because I'd ne,er gt:t beyond the d,s~ ifl swed my case. But, those would be the responses and 

insomc,caseslbey"djustplllthereceiverdowr1.Thalwouldbethcendofit.Andfinallywhenldidfind""""'°""• 

thefirsttime,ittumedou1,oowlunderstand,tobesomeonesimptyrcscarchinghormones.thathadnoconcernat 

lllfurtbctranssexualormwkilldsofissuesbutwasinter,m,dinwhathonnone,did10bodies.Thoscwndone 

wasa kind pmon, b,u again it was as ifwe WC'l'Cdoing it - nor illegally because it was all legal: I saw them and paid 

themandalltbc..estofi1-bllltherewassomethingsHghtlyseeretoboutit.Andlwasgi>'ftlDES.diethylstilbestml. 

which is, as yoo may know, a drug that bas a histo,y of causing problerrd. AJ>d lhat">only hecau.sc it wou available' 

and we did no1 research anything else. I didn' ...,..to research an)'lhing el,o. But that"""' common- that ifwe did 

gcchelpinthoseyears,,itwa,1lmos1secretandi1wasno1wcllresearthed,wilhoutmuchcareaboutwhathappened 

tothe bodies. And then it was also iypical nol 10 ha,eeonstant care. in other words. 50mClhing would hapi,m. Tho 

doctor would suddenly decide no110m11t any more or some ()(her i$$ue would happen. And you would be left 

lookingforanothersoumeandthat'swhatbappenedtomc,andlrememberaslwaslookinglfoundanothtrdoctoT, 

anolderman,ac:tu.allyverydosetoretimnent.whoapparentlyhadde<:idedheju>tdidn\careanyn>0re.he"dhelp 

P"OPle,andlwassctuptomeccwithhimro~myhormonesandtwodaysbeforethemer:1ing.hedied.Thalwas 

sadbutitwasalsolateronthemos1U'OllicandjustffllSlnllinglyblack-humor-ishsortofevent.Andthathappcned 

again and again and so many P"OPk in 100k years had stories. Maybe it was l,ecaw;c I had the courage ortbc 

background0<-ldon~know.Bu1ldidntgo10tbcstrtttorgot0Me~icobutsomel"'OPledid,andinsomc,Ca.se$it 

workedOlllallrigh1butinothercascstheyg01terribie'lhings. Theygotthewrongdosagcs,theygotpillswith<>lher 

chemicalsintbcm.AndthcreWC'l'CSIOrieslikethat 

Ruth:Canyourcmembcranyspccific>tories? 

Manha:Oh.sure.lllCl'Cwere>toriesw~someoneeamcinandrcporCedthattheyhadbloodclots.Other>tori~ 

WC1'Cthatnolbinghappened0<rthattheyweresi<kallthetimcortheyhadtcrribleheadaches,oranynumberof 

stories.And lthinkthem<>Sloommon wouldbetha1 notmuchwashappc:ning.OrthatthiBg>werehappeningbut 



nobody wu following them and I often thought- maybe ofttn is too strong a word-but I do every once in• while 

won,dtt."Wlllllbo,lltl..-(olkswbowcn:13kin&5()fnffllDC$~ofpillslhlllhey'dgoncntromwboknows 

whctt?" And they w..-edc~loping brcas!s or mu.,dcs. BUI what wu happening 10their bodies? Are they still ali~? 

H1vetheyhadslmkes?Coronarie,?Wlla1'shappencdwlhoscfolks?"Becauseitwasalsoverycorruoonlhalpcople 

-cvennowirslhesame-would,:,:,me-,deo.Nowadayswcmyintouchmuchrnorecommonlylhaa,intllose 

days.lnthosedayspcopleWOllldcome.they'dbearound1while.thenlhey'ddiDppearandneverhearoflhem 

again. lll8l wu Vff)'common 

Back 10 my story. How to sec""' medical help and psychological help? And so my response I() tha1 was to find 

people to do ii ond to make connection with them and my style lhtte is to sec ifl can make lhe personal relationship 

occur so that whefl rhepcrsoncommitswthewort: I reel i(s"'°'"lhanjusraca.,ualcommiunmt. lwouldJOOffto 

theUniveniryofWIIShingrontothepsychologydepanmentondhangaroundinthehallsand-(ldon)knowiflcan 

dothatnow.Thanl:goodmsllfornaivet~.)Tbatwaslongbeforel'dgottenbackintoschool.llutlwooldwailaround 

umil somtbodycame out of their off10e ..-:I I would talk to them in the hat~ until finally I'd mcc1 somebody who 

wasimcrcsled.Andllllflypcoplewoolcl--peoplewen:justkindof,"1'mbusy,can)talk"-1llissonofdiing­

"ln1ttffling, l>u1no."Until finallysorneooe would-1t1 in1erest would bespa,iccd, 

Rlllh:Whatwouldyousaytollxrn? 

Marsha: I'd say- introduce my,elf, "Hi. I'm dealing with iss11CS of transsexualism" - was 1he word that rd use - ond 

U')'and<'Jq!lainlhataliltlcbil.c><J1lain1lllotl~1td•groupandlhatwcneedcdhclp.andinthebqjMing~ 

1 .... rcallynotquiteelearonthedifft<'CflCCbetwccnrescan:handpracticc,clinicalpractic:c..-:lteaehingandall 

lhal.Sometime,thcywouldcxplainthatlheytau.g)ltlhisissueandtheywcrcn~aclinic:ian..-:1-Anyway.cvery 

once in I while I'd mcc1 somebody wbo really Wllllted cosi! do""' for a few minlllei, maybe ovcu cup ofcolfcc and 

1alklhisovcr,orjUS11silintheirsnidyortheirli1clecubi<:leandsomctimcsforthenon1"')fCflOl'type,itwouldbea 

tiny little cio.ct (laughs], a stack of boob u they're trying to-

Okay.and lhat".how I found the llr<t pcq:,le '""° wcn, IICIU&lly mten'51c:d in llfl!ing,or in finding somebody who 

would tttar that sortoflhin&, or in finding a Sludenr who miglu be interested in learning more oboul 1llis. And I 

c•lled 011 all friendship, 1ha1 I had. Anyone. And thal ~ the way r found the fir<t two people: who were inlCl'Wc:d 

Onewasalfflldy•lhen,piS!whordmetlhroughSCS.ScanltCouftselingService,Sandy F~' who".,,illwilh 

P!l.fteral/1heseyears.AnJlheOlher.Sandra-wasanunJcrgraduatca11hcUnivcrsicyofWashington,and 

bothbttameintercstc:dinthe5eiMuesandbothwen\0111odo1linlcmore<1udyandalinlemore"'ln<.lnthcuse 

ofs-h.shewcnt1111andthrougb1compltlel"h.O.doingladissfflllion""tramgender-tnnssexual.ruhcr,at 

1A111 rime - issues. One of the early disscnacio,,,., So !hit when she became a clinical Ph.D .• practicing clinician. she 

w .. oncofrhc:fir<t.,.,the1eamhcrea1Jngersollasareferrallherapist.sheanJSandyFossha&e.lmc1apcrsonwho 

,;ameimoSealllelO"!'C"uplpr1Clicc.lpersonnamcdHowanl-..-ho'tobostlllwilh11S.He'sal'h.D.He 

1lsobttameimerestc:d.Thisisaflertalkingioli!c,,allydouttsofpeopleondlreallydothank.asll-ly,mynai,t1t 



andlpmmyobsasionthallkcp;Fin&-Andilwasfffliblyncilin:g.Jwasp,:,wingandlcamin1,myp,dr,css. 

ll..sefolkswm:sho""in1meanewworldof<ducalion. 

Anyway.theyc:amc:onoo.rdandtheywm:soundin'l4""hcnwefonnally1umedthisintoar,on-profit.And""• 

~1hcplanlhatW<!havefollowedinonevr1yorllnO!her.....,.allll,eseya,nofhavifl&lninodttfemil 

lhcrapists.Quicllywedixovemllhattheycouldr.:iln,alcWirmtireprx1i,:,ewithourdicots,p,,1im1$. .. lhad 

wi~. I had I dream thlu we would have• building. 1h11 we would have therapi$ts thctt, Iha! we would even have 

physiciuua1oomepoint.Butquicklylcarne,Jthatwecouldnldolhatsoi1occurrcd10melhatifwe"""ldgetapart 

oflheirpracticecomrnincdto11$thatW0111ddolhelric:k.AndwealltalkcdandW<!&&:rffdthatwas""hllwewoold 

do,,oaochthcrapislwooldbeablctooecuplheirownprivatcprx1ia: .. they"can!llld10dobultheywouldcomrnil 

1fcwslols,orpanoflheirpraaia:.10.«i"1transsexllllindividuals. Thalvr1y,wcdidnlhlveto!l'IYS:11aries,we 

didnlhavetocruccthcorganizationtha1p,.idtbcsalarics,becauscwecooldnot•ffordtodolha1.Andi1.«mcd10 

beafllirttiati,:,,5hq),Wcmlled.1consu~iong,:,:,upforthelhenpi$tltoscttoettJ,cr,ondwecrea1cdtbi!I 

llnfl&CRICl'llhlllldcpendrdupona,:onu.,tlhlllltheyW011Jdsipwitblngcnol~Myingthattheywen,lrainedond 

1111ininarullymean1lhattheyhadcon,,etomanyofthc..ipponpwps.thattheyhadsndicdlhcbesl1>11ilablc 

lilff9ture,that1hcy""en,awareofthclknj1min51andan1sofcan:.ondthattheykncwabouth.ormoncsands"'KC',Y 

Thalwashowilhappencdandtbarswlt.llW<!a:,r,tillllCdtodoand""""tbere""'ci&htlhcnpisuhm:atlJi&cnoll 

conuw::tcdwithminthisvr1y,andlflat'sthcM111Ctooll'v<!o,scdalltbc5cyuninbringinaourthenpi"3onbolrd_ 

the same way. And ;,•, .. ort.Nntremcly well. ThingsarechanJinaoowbccausemon,a,,dmorcfolksarerecciving 

,iomeed\lcationinthcirschoolupcrimcelrt>Und1n1mgtnder,orgfnderidenti1yn,,orelikdy,And"'°"and""'"' 

M.A,lcwlfolb111wcllnl'tl.D.andolhcn""',;oo,ingoutoflheirpn,cticetwith•inlen:stln&fflderidenli1y. 

Even now hen: at lngenoll we're considerin&, h,owdo we appro.d, !hat wfw:n now for lhe lint time we lllvea 

numberoftberapisu:callina11$up.o.sl/ngiftheycanbconourttfem.lli$toro.sllngiftheycantakcrefem.lsfrom 

us?Wctwivetoligweoutlheresponsclxcawclhisissomcthin&new 

Rllth:Yeah.lklwlonthlslhatbccnhappfflint7 

Mari.ha:Oh,onlyacouplcofyearshasthu1bccntbccase.Nowil's1wondenulwcccssthatthcy1ttcoming.jL1SI 

liketlllt.llndyouknow,withnoquestion."Qfc,,ouu.l'lltakcrefem.1$fortnns$exualorlnNJffldcrpoople.Of 

~ I WlnlltomakelhatJW1ofmypn,ctice.Jm1JCnd them alonJ," Whcreaslhebotdawehad1ofl&htinthose 

carlyyeas. Thcthcnpi.u-lhePh.D.lcwlfolks-couldnlJe!•Ykindof=· -covenge.WestiUan't,by 

andlar¥c.foratm1mx11alandtra:1•gendercdiWJe,W<!havcmf'3h11hatbattlesc,para1ely.8111al1<1thciMllesthcy 

wouldf-withtbcirpeas.Shouldtheybri,,guplh:Mthcy'relJ'CBlinglrffilscxllllortnnsgmdcr'I 

Rudl:WhalkindofthinpwouldhappenforlhcmwbcntheydidthM? 



t.wsha;U..ilyj..stMIM ...... Likc,"Wlly ... )"'llwanllO<blwidllhllcrvy,per;enebuncliorpeoplr'!"'Noc 

lh■ lhoirpetr1M:lllldl!IIICflArily-lhOM1mnt~--ld.8a1heywouldsay,•\\11yse)Olldealill& 

with...:h•bizam:popullrion,and11rm,1heyj1&$1,:omplelclyl>'Q)1"Bec1=1Wilonlyfilirlyru,mcly-five,ciit,1 

~ • thm:siill _lh<.,}fli!Nlb11nstoU11l""1...ccdlO.diniclllly Wclllhcyldecosay,chi"°""'""icor 

bordmineor....,.oonol"clinicalcondilioa.Moww.:knowlbe)'re~llhinl:lmencionodWlbo((n.lflh<.c 

cWin•per,oa,1""".e.....-fi-oinlh<FfidcridcfttilyqUCSlilllll..Mayol"ourt'olba,me111 .. ,.,tho,,lylha 

onoditposit,Fndcridmciryis$ua.Bu1ir--Wtthodlerissuos.-u.owlhey're~.Bc1tin 

thoteewlyy-,lhoywerelumpedtoaelhetlnd..,..,ypcq,loffitlll&hl1heywmlhean,u,ofW,StndeJidmcicy 

Ulndition. 

Rudl:Do)'O'l.a..deal,.ith,.,furals 1-,irsomebod)'iloomuigwdl,atha-.....,._as_ll ••panol"lnl: 

rcfmalar.dco,uu,lin&andlhc,apylhaclt..,.-k«thm:-1.aillbliciode•lwithd>oMissuesaswt-ll? 

M.w:Oh.chankaforasl<i.,._yesiadeed.llb!olutely.Thne lho:lher.,;m we-'rtlikea,,yboclyeheandwelib 

IO-dolfettmdiinp,mdacoupleofoirdltnpists ... od,er .... lhacchey'Te~iaandifsomebod)'eamet 

ror-..wd,.ilha,isloelllalm,uffl~llwwe-"°""ol",.-

ITAPERUNSOIJTI 

Manha: Yes. one oflhe thuip chat we'wdone It make sin 1h11 we 001$Clvcs haw., uullffll,.. ofrcfcfnl1,, so 

allhou,&f,lhlwllalede11i,.dniordmbec1111Clhlll's......,1ninccra1ormine.lrullydooldoltm11Cha,,)'ll'OON!. 

Aaclr.aots.e,ir-- ■ mdllld•winaditorder,whtlhorlw.lld...--ioe&olhcm• ■ this .... 

oflhopme.lmi&hl,.,faio-ol"lhcexa:llmlclimcslh■'sin10W11or-oflhoatha-clinicianllb,o,wwllo 

hlivebeen1ru1i"1peoplrlll1Joncandnop10spmlonlh■.Tlw'1Chel0ftol"lllin&U11itwedo,adwe"revay 

t<MXlinlh■ respect,lthinlt,becaise....,..,$11.yopon~ond....,.,.,mal<oWIICCOlllaclS.So"hmoircliaiu 

-inandpaima.lthink-ffial.,od lknow-'"i,,1p,dposlt;..111rtftrthcmforftlieverMf'Vicet 

1hey-,.~Anclsirlec-•Nwa1111CUlikcrnyOlher~pnup_,lflndhelp,,...._lhoilSUIC 

Th■'llefriblyncitin&ix.;..,.,_,..,.._..,_ylulclrcdlandhunihdlandhun<hdsofpooploevayyew,dwll 

-or--hunchds..thlln<hllllllern*flniu:lyp,in&IObc.....,c,lhsi.-.AkMofltlUC$.,,.n;tfilmily 

areb.-oo,ptio•-Andthaese1coupleol"ourloll<swho• ... f11mm,,1.Bu1-....il'sm<lft~Jo 

brinsinaprofcssionalwhoseworl<il5p«iflcallyaroundfanllies.Alood>ere'slhelssueof~withyo,dl,holli 

adolietcmlandyou,..,,apocio.llyyo,,n&childrffl.Mo,sjof°""folk1areno1.i,killcdin .. linaw~hvay}'OUftl 

caiJdren.Th■'sju■ IIOl ...... aayol"•irunedl"or,JOiadlosl:--p,IO-Ofoirmmdllorbodo...,youdl 

or-p,-theUni....uyofWashinp,LWrhawucellctllm■ionsllipswidtdwadoletcerlf:n,e,d:,,::•cti,,i,; 

thereMtheUni-ily.Alldasl~rm<NtW-.-dol"Unlbeftlklllle"'hichwodiwidl)'OUllll410Z2. 



And. in other words, w,:'"" 111adelhose conneetions.110 when• farnilywme, in - they ha""• very )'Ollllg child or 

there's an tdolescent - w,:can find ,e,.,,ices. That'tlll lift whe<e wt. n,eed to do a lo! more wort< and wt.'rc even now 

uyingtoftg11teoutlhebestpossibkrespomc,fortx1mple,totdoie.c.en1nccds. 

~-lolb-andlhislm ... admitsoundsaJmos1amazingion>e-bullhtfe..,folQ,.·hoarcSUl'l'<lfliqtheir 

icmagechildreninmaliqJender111111SitionswitllidsehoolS)"SkmShtreinlhearea.Andt'vebttadoing1/otof 

wori<wnhschoolt)'Jlffll;SIOdealwnhthal.Nowofcow,elho:,eSOfflofthinpon:IIOldoneliaJ,t1y.Akllgoe,on 

beforelhcchildmaknwch1change,orlwould••loli...11"""on,andinsomeeasesw,:,e,ethefamily 

l>tause the child hasj11$1 JOMand de& somethin&II sehool and it's raiSN a great big discussion and, "Oh, my 

goodness. whal do w,: do now?" But hopefully in mot1 cues the families haYie contaclcd ,as. ~·s been lhcnpy. 

~'sbeenwori<and1p:-ocessleadingo,pto1trar1Silion.Butlhisis90RIC!hin1newi,,lheworld..ln1llofthel0s. 

ffl0$tofthe..ty90sandceruinlyt.:killlthe70sand(l(k.lhtftmayha""Mal-~whomlde1 

tnmition,bdit-lb5oll,u1yno1thecuethallhiswasdcahwi1hbytheadministnoom.. 

Rlllh: At whll ■gt would I pc,!011 be before )'OIi would feel oomfortable aJJ-lllg 1h11. they might need your 

servioes.. ■s~mthesc....iccsofsomeotherl)'Peoftllerapist? 

Man.ha:Forexample,ifaf■rnilyalls,asupand11ysw.:'vea«1fiYieorsilcyearoldl>treandthechildlikcstodress 

up.Somelirnesit'sj,ast•bitofcoavawion.Ali11leeducalion.Afewboob,thalsortofthi,,a,toclearup1~ 

becausethechildm1yha""doneitona:orrwiteandthef1milyisjust-i,,conccmal.Whatifthediild 

contin""11y,ayssometltiqlikc,"1Dllllgirl"or"l,_aboy"-j ... ~l)'belicvalhatlhisiswhaitheyshould 

be, lhisi,,whotheyareandthey11ylhisoverandovcr. And,othefamilycomesinandrcpons. "My child.my little 

pi5aysshe's1boyandjust1lways5aysitandwon~-•andonandon. Thatsounds1ikeamottprofound~ndt-r 

quc51ionofsomekind.inwhichcase,dcpmdinaonthell&"ofthechild.wemighlC11llupsomeofourfolks11the 

ldolesuntclinicorsomeofourfulkswhowori<with"ff)')'Ollllgchildren.somcoftheprofcsiionalsw.:know,and 

makean~110lhlllhefllmilycan&0illland,e,etllem...:iw,:"llgofmmthcre.Andthenw,:wori<as1 

SI-W(lft.o,.n;tcefldtridentity.Webringthe ... idmtity~ttowhaleverilllitialworkisbeiqdone 

.,o,mct carin& for ltlll child Ind Iha funi1y. llopef\ll1y we're ditrof:..:e,,1ered, all !he time. ln ocher wonk. whll is 

real1y&OfflJtohelpthaldlildandlhalfamily?Andirildoeshawtodownhthescndcrcomponentthenw.:can 

pmvideU1fom\llion,butlel"sfocusonthebatforltlllchildandfaml1yf1r$1.lthinlthal'1•JoodwaytoJO ■boutil 

andlhal'sthew1ywedoi1. 

Whatislai:kalgatlhi1pointi1afonna/conneetion.fore,wnple.~isnocllnicinthis1ownthalspec:ifocally 

dealswilhtnnsge,,derorJfflderidentityyoulh.Thal'swhMl...,.to,e,eandthat'swhatwe'rctryingto,;rfflei,,the 

--y-■ least,llhink"'rctryingto=■e.Andlmustadmitthatthisis-apin,ot,vi,ous1ythisinlervit:wis 

spohmthroqbme-bul~lwouldlifftoKehappen.islbesamesonofthinjthal.w,:'Wdonehettwilh 

lngersollfor ■dults.Th■ ~be1componm1,m1yhewilhint..mbe:n,orwithinoneoflhecurrentscrvice:slhat"1 

cs11blishcdtodcalwithyoulhandmaybe,ideally,i>treeve"ntually1tlngersoll,wc:hthal1familyorachildoran 

adole!untcancornein1othat$1)11C"andapttfthattheywi11beableto~thelhenpy,orthecoun~lin~..-.dlorthe 



NWUJHMP!nta-.i<w: M ..... llo!zcr--0 

rncdicala.ssi5Wlectheyr,eed.specifleally110Undgcndcr.N01asM>ll>Cthingthat'ssonofaddcd..,10p,bul 

specirtealty.lnodicrwords.,thalcvcn1uallylhey'llbeableiogo10LambenlndkDowthallhcycanfindsuppm. 

""fettal.medicatimerventionwbcnappn,prille.Justlikcpeoplecancomehtn:rightnowandllndalltboselhings. 

Rlllh: WIien would medical mlffi/ention-whal agc would that be approprialc1 

Marsha: llere in the United States the best answer is, in,_ casu- lhings like hormone$ and ~ry in particular 

arenotdoncbelowtheagcofllorl~.llowever.therean:..,.,.,.cucswhm:propcrlyevaluatedindividualsbl.., 

beg"", for example, hormones, much, much earlier and that's onty beall,ise lhcr,: has bcen c.-st, ,_.,h IO be able 

1oconfidcn1lymake1diagnosi,ofgcnderidmti1yin1veryy,)ll"Cpet1011SOthal..iministmQlhonnone$becomes 

realtylPP"(lpialcandrealtyhclpfuL.Thlli!;doncintcanu.Thll'sne\lCfdonc..,thewordof1111Cclinicianoronc 

physician.Thll'sdoncintcamsandit's..suattydoncaftcugreadealoftherapy,counselina,expklntion,and 

conccm.lfthere"safamilypme,,tlhcnthefamitymustabsolutctybcpanoflhatproccss.Again.it'snotformalyct 

Thisi,whatlwouldhopeforinthefot.,...There"snotaformalprogram.There"1somesuccestinCanada,some 

suc«ssinEurope,whereclinicsdocxi11wilhinhospitalsilualioN-or""ivmityhospir.alsus\Wty-whm:lhere'sa 

small clinic for 11tndcr idcn1ity it.sues, where there"s a tnm lhatean evaha11eand 1ra11 w:ry younachildrm. We dori' 

reallybl•clhatyct. Wcdor,,11■ ..,that hen:. But wc'regcttin&close,allthetime. l'vebcen worti .. wilhthe 

University ofWWlinglon a1 the medical Khool for yc■n now. and 1 lhink 1h11 V11' wi/lhl•c IUCh adinic in place 

bcfon:IOOmodiloft&a".Butrigt,lr,ow,ndor,'t. 

OIi. ifl m11y. 1 wantcd10sayalso ■boutlhephysicians. I <leKribcdhowl would findlhcthenopistsandbtinjthem 

onboerd.luscdthesame1«hniquewiththepltysicians.Andforlhl1lwouldgotolhehospitallandbolherpeople 

[lau&t,ingj. Or l"d hear a rwne and I'd call them "I). and m11ybeoncout of eight or\Cfl or so would be willin&IO sec 

me.Andbylhcn,widltllchelpofsorneofthelhcrap~lhat-ontxwd,lwouldfindyounacrphysicians. 

us ... llylhou&hnotalways.andsome1imesphysicianswhowefftrealin&PYandlesbianissues.who..-ouldbcmon: 

willin1-no1atwaysandno1~ty.bulinmanycascs.mon:wi1H111 wdiscuss.Ande>'ffltlllltylwasable10 

sit down ovcrcoflff or lunch or just some""'"° and plead my cue with ■ physician or two. and tbat"s how the fll'SI 

physicians came on board. Tim andTom-,rept,ysicianshm: inlhistowt1-brolhers, howinten,stin1 "ho 

wcresomeoftheea,lyphysician,IOwort.wilhtransgcnderedpeople.transsexualpeople.kffi'ey-•anolhcr 

Llwcamconlater. 

And wll3I we would do Ihm i!;-Afltr I dlescribcd the issue I would in•ite them IOcorroe and visit°"' Fridly aroup, 

andJSlillthinklhisi,the\:cy10lamin&,Nol~agreeswithlhis.,ymorundlnccd10n,.thinkit,bullhaee 

alwaysil'IS~lhalourpmfcs.siomlscorroelOourFridlypoupforalleasl.fourscs.sionsandhopefultylongcr.10gcc 

1,cnseoftllccomm1111ity,bccallSOonFrid■ ywc-evcrybody.Wcseecross--dressen.tnln5SC•uals.transg~ 

1-<1on,-kn.ows.pan,ms,friends,cverybody.Butlhcywoulddoi1.llwa.,wondtrful.Thcydidit.And00flle1imes1hey 

woulddot!Wllandthey'dsay."l'mno1sun:lwantto1Ja11hisgroup."Butin1cOUl)leofcases.theoneslmc,,tioned 

inpanicular,theysaidycs.lheydo.Andthcywouldsay,•A11riat,1.lwill,ecfolQifyouc.nsendlhcmlOmewilh 

somesonofev■ luation."lnocherwords.,thedoctorsm10gnizedlhalinmosl-thcyWffi'not<Qdy10-C"fflif 



W)'Wtffcquippcd-W)'WtffllOlretldylOdopsychoqicaleYaluaiions,andW)'wmlledtobcablelOdothe 

mtdicalJideofilandW)'WMlfdto1ta1pcoplewhocouldhandlethemedicalsideofit.SoW)'askedfor 

e~Nowthe8enj.amlll,w,dardsofC1RWffecomi11&i1110useand-

Manha:lbcpncon1attinglhcdoclorsinlhclale70s-notmuch511CCCSSlhere.ltwasln1otheearlySOs,ondby 

thenlheS...jaminscandardswhichwern.lly&111-Now,lwun,thm:in1heearly91a&tSofthoteinthelale70s, 

t,,,lllwasinlheearlySOs,andlwup>in1io1hemfflinpintheearly&Osandlwas1W11RofthemandlwasablelO 

prc,cmlho-.dat11$tocachphysiciantlwlwouldlllkl0. 

Oh.yn,thanl:youforlskin&IMl,t,e,;.....,11e11>1llylhatwuagoodtoolbcauseilallowallhephysician10seelhal 

yes,thlfeis•groupofpn:,fes,w:,ftlb.,physicianscbey'dbcablelOlllllO,andtlwthm:-,omethinkinaaboul 

howbcsltotrcat.Butwcwcredc,,.,lopift&•p,ocess.andtheprocesswastlwthm:lhouldbcaperiodof 

psycholhcrapy 11$UI£ the medical model, WHlcm medical mode~ psyd,othtnpy bcfon: _,y kind of hormone 

treauncm. And chat's whac we scane<I out with, The physician, would ask, did tlw o«ur? Our thcrapiw agrttd. Ou, 

lllfrapists-becausewewerullasmall&fOUpbaockthen.wewouldoftengc11ogether,al10fll!.andUdkabouthow 

bc:sliocrc:11ethis.lsoi1ofmisslhat.8util'sliltconysystcmlhatgrows"1'. 

Ruth:l'mirnaginUl£acert1intypeofentl'l)'thlilNlf)l)fflswtien-lik•youond.youknow,auniwenity-bascd 

t!,eqpisiorpsychologislandaphysic;.,,,...,,o,1ofofl"sittin&toeethcramundcofffeorSoOm<1hiJI&- Whit kind of 

inlnKU(lft,exchar,ges~ 

M~Ohyeah.ldon,wan1topu1to0Jrand•faceonit.butilwaslttriblyucilinaondrally,it,,..quitc 

posili,,.,.There-•sensetlwhen:wastomethill&newandintcrestin&andin,omecacsquitcucilinallld 

challffl&inl_Andl,.-.slucky.-igh10findpeoplewhowantcdlhochallenp:,whowcreso:iemi$1$.whoWtff 

pionemandd=· =llldpeople..,howerer.oc.aslhatoneindividualwulhatlwentto.simplyinittogeisome 

sor1ofresean:hdoneor-withou1carin1forthepeoplelhlutheywer,:U'ealing.Then:was1tn:mendoussenseof 

ucimoent. Then: was at.o from-none of those early people were directly associated with the Univmity except 

one,aOr.Hunt.whowasonmyfln1t.::i.rdofdirecton.lle'sS1i11outthm:,Jle'she.rofoneofthebi1~nts.. 

lle'aanucellentphysicialltrldlnlinff.Hewastheonlyonewilh.intbe-.:ademicailUllionbuthe'ddonesome 

rcsardionrnnsgenderbefon:-l,,_,1rmsi,ucual.Althoughhtcoukln,p:,10<>farin<$1ablishin1,omdhing 

withinthc:Uni\lU'$ity,he..,..willin1iohtlp"'~somethin&inlheworidouthcft.Buttheothm,btin& 

indqxndtnlprxtitio,,m,wcreobletoj'-'$1letlheirucile-ment&0.Andwcreallyworkalwithli..t.Sowhtnwedid 

sildown,ilwas."Allright.llow..,_p:,il'l&10__,,thcsefulb?Whalkindof~e111n:-p:,inJtodo?Whal 

dolwantbeftnyouscndmeapMjm(]WlleffcanlfindJOmemoreinfonna1ionaboulhumoncsrl1wasquite 

ucltifl&.ltre&llywas.Andpeopletalkcdditttllyioeachother,oftenfaceiofaceMoppoecdlOcallift&upright 

n,ow,we'dmakeitaquickcallaboul"l""'&ot•patient."Oh.ltwaswondcrfu!fun.lreallyen_ioyc,dthatperiod.l 

loved the Ctffi;o,, of and lbe pionecrin1 of things. you know. Anyway. So. 1osh. 



NWWHMPl...-.lcw:Ma-a--ptF,5 

&1wha1wouldbappcni$,we'dmakesomcmistale,.andSO<lltllmes-would<:0mel0•11""Pandthere'd 

btdisamion.lhey'dhararwn,e.Andnatunlly,they'dN11downlOthedoclor.And~wa.sn,clearthalllheywen: 

noc -ing one ofthelhnapisu. Ar'ld I mnemberone cal!, who was !hat? II wun, any of the people tt,11 J 

mentioned.ltwasanintemlhall'dfoun,,l,calledupandsaid,"lnll'KMgoingLO-ar,yono,n:oflhosepo&ieru," 

becauoelhepcnoahadcomcinandjmi:IICICdincn:diblybizatTely-whatwulhenameoflheclinic?-intheir 

waitingroomor-wasitcvcninlheclinic?ldon~evcnrcmcmber.Butthey'dC<>meinLOlhewai1in&arcaandlhey'd 

jml: IICICd extrt"m,dy bizatTely. They were dressed fairly- I hesiwe 10 saybium- but you t.now,j\151 a linlc 100 

ouu...,..,ly,andlheywereycllingaboutbcingawonianorJOn>nhingorOlhcr.Ar'lditjustscaredtheolherp&1icnlS 

whowereinthe,-nandsothedoctorcalledup-ortheinlerncalledupandAid,"lrcallycan,_onymorc.• 

Andtherewm:son>elhinplikethlllhaloccu=dandthal'swhyin1hoseearly~wcreallydidr,yandstick 

with the [formal? former?) method of, first, you see the therapist, sec adil&nosisof,ome sort. The DSM hadn' 

rcallyKltlcdor,adiagnosi,.&tgc1JllfflClhingsuchlhal1ftC0111dcra&e.,.......,_ion,amini....tua1ion.lndlo,e 

earlylfflenwelKdtogoonandonondonar'lddopn,cticallyalullevahwion.Now,wccanusuallydoitinapage 

or IWO and send those cvaluatioos to the doctor. And then the pcnon would make lhtirappoimm,ml and go in. Now 

thol"J .... lythewayW1'still doiL Thllwastheicblhalwefinallyselllodon. Wedidtlwbyhaviqlhe$C 

problcms,lhe'1gc11in11t>.c,kl0$Clhcranddiscussinglhcm,anJncaoria1inaandftgllrin11outwhaiscrvedthepeople 

bat,looltinaatlho_,._..,_ingllow-couldincorpon&cthoseliumthebeginninJ,Sinccwcm'md1,ys1em 

1hllW11railly,rcallyintouchwilhlhtp11iffllsandtheclients,villllyintooeh,nocjust1doctorsomewhen:who 

wouldlike10-1persoonowandthe-n,bul,omebodywhowasvitallylnternted,who-.:tualtycamcherc101hcsc 

supporlarouPJ.thnepeer,upportcroups,~whoc-.Jaboullhocommunilyandcaralaboul-~ 

ofthllwewm:tblctoAytheBcnjaminstmldardsarca:uidelinct,andcvcry1hingwc'rcdoingarcguidelines.llld 

!hey won, be absolUIC in each CDC. Nowadays in the community- I probably mtnlioned lhit - d>m's mui:h. modi, 

mutheoncrov,cnyanddixuuionaboutwlwlhort!ICRshouldbc1nyguidclines•allwhttherlho8enjarnin 

swtdard5 arc ony good or not. There's eve,, pn:,tnis wt\hin 1lte uamgenderi:ommunity against the lkaj.amin 

~becauselheytetupanykindoft.rierttogfflingKl'Vioes. 

Ruih: What would1lteargumen1bcfornot ha~in1standards? 

Manha:"lknowwholam_ldon,nea!toFto...,_lhenpisttotellmewllolam.Wby-,,youwnhholdinc 

hormones from me? Why won, you le1 me do what I r,ecd todo? Why"""'' you give me servicc9r That JOl'I of 

lhill&,For,w;,meindi•iwabW1'doknowlhlllhM.,pouible.11is-believcitor11011-itispossible10bcahealtby 

per,o,1tndUDdcnwldyounclfwttllool-D11a~Sl[llulhinl).OffXIU!lC,there&lwayshaV'Cbecnhwnan 

bcinplikelha1inallofhum11nhistory.Theproblemscomewhefl~<Jrforheri»ue,.Whenthcrc'sachaolic 

homtorCU1Ten1lihe.Whmdlen,attOlher~-~-ldbc.,noelle111example.Orwhaliflhere's 

sornttlling-lcl'sAythere/Jtbordertine~there.Now,IIOIICOfthatrulcsOUltheUv1Hexual0<uansgender 

condtlioftbutiimakc:sitawholelolharder.Someonemiiit,loomeforwanlabsol111tlycompiettlyeonvirnd,lllld 

..._ybecom,ct,lhallheyneedhormonesandsometortoftnmitionprooess.bulwhllwemighldiJeo,,e,-i,ithenc,y 



thatevcnthoug.hitwouldbellPl)r"Opriatell""""point,nowisnotlheappropriMetime.Let'sdealwithlhefoctthat 

yourpannerilj1U1eoinltrazy,C111~dealwi1hthis.andyourhomelifeiume5-S.andyoo'n:abou110befi~11 

wort.orlhisorlhll.Lel'sdealwithoorr>eoftheselir$t.Sdllclhinpdown901hat-Clllft(IOml:p5,_:holoa;ical 

t-.,/hingroombefureweJtarti.l<in&~intoourbody. 

Oby.'Those~thckindsoflhingsw,:fllceroow.lnlhoseearlyy,,ar,itwasalsopredica1cdonthcfac11hllnoooe 

,ullykn<wmldlaboulthisro..Jition.'Illal--n:llhaveroincludcmyself-waeaon-icdthatthcn,was 

,omcthina...,weremissin&andthatwehad10cha:klhisOU1pffllycscful1y.Also.lknowwhatit"slikeper,onally 

10fccllikc11yin&,"l'1St&C1outofmyway.JUS1givcmethc,elhinplnecd."andallthal.lknow,fmmwhat.l 

dacribcd10youaboulrmdin&lhcdoctorandgcninglhedicthylscilbeslrol.tflllitispoo1iblc10doallthalintht 

worldwidloulaoinathrouahsancproccsa.Ll'saboposs.Jblc10Jf1cnimmyhi:lp.poormcdicaltrutmcnl,andbad 

dl'ug,.Whe-n1penoncomesinnow...,-lllof..sintheraf)ywork-will11attoutby11yin&,"Th.isisjPS11tool. 

You don~ Nlvc to follow this.· Around hen, in Seanle we al,...ys begin t.._ ,...y and when folks say, "YoujUM 

l"ollowthc8cqjaminstandards.youdon\&iw1<1.,ylcc~,•ttu,vc10diffcr.Not\hatllu,vcactuallyhcard 

anybodysaythalan:,undhere,come10lhlnkofil[laughin1Jbut.inanycvcnt.ifsoineontwa-,,10saylhal,l"dsay. 

"lttre"sthedeal. We "5C\Mmuauidclines. What-'Tcconcemcdaboul lsyoo. Howarcyougoingto livc1 

llwthy Life? ttow arc )'OU ,oina 10 H~• \he best po,ssiblc life, dl,covcr younelf....i brin&yourwlfinto lhc world in 

JOm<salemdhcalmyway?Let'lsildoW'11andtall:aboulthal"Thol'Jwhyweasl:lhal1pcnonbeginwilhJOm< 

cou115Clinaor~.ldonlknowhowlonait111ut.lrsbetwccnlhctheraf)istandlhcdimlorpa1icntnowadays10 

decidelhoselhinp. 8111 wcllways say, "lfyoodm~ want 10doillhll ,...,, it'sol<ay. Thtre'snoblame. lhff-e'sno 

dcnialofs,e,-vices. Youstillcomeiolhcsupportpoupa. lfyoudon~WIIII IOdo it. ifyooW111110goolhnd fnl 

-•IK10hclpyou,ifyouwan1ioaolndrryandfind1pllysician"howlllpmm'bcwnholagointio-, 

evaluation,that'soby."Wep,Nnojudgn>tnlonitBIMwedosay."Bevttyanfulandpl.-comeblickll'ldlctus 

knowwhllyoofound....iwe·111ctyouknowifilsoundsriJtrtornot."lnothcrWllllb,that"ttheckindof,limate 

...,'n:innow.Bacl<then,wewm,sarin&~YS!n:Jn&lylhltwe...,.edlndivld,Jabiop,lhrougb1hiscval.,.ion 

proceu.lCffllinlyagrccdwithitbecaisewhallsawwaspeoplefinally,fotd,efirS!limeae'lingrul,qualilyhelp.l 

1hinkthalartsforaooct1now.T11eBer,jaminstandardscameaboul10servepeople,10helplhcm.Ukeanylawsor 

sc.>dards.dleycanla!cronbelookcd ■ IStoolsofpowerlndoppression,Q)'llofkttpin&certainpeople1..._y 

fromscrvl,;:u, They can be lookcdottflllWly. Bui with1 linlcdiligenc:eand1 linlcpnlpffapplic■ionmd 

c:ontirrnallykecr,ingyoureyeonsuchthinp,yoocanpn,Yffl!\Mmfrombecomingtoolsofoi:,pression. 

Simila.ty.whenwesancd11111aroundhm:..,-irl&welClllyWM11yootoaolhrougb1hcrapybeforedoin&honnones. 

myoriginallhouah1waslhll'sd,eonlyW1ylcouldbewrethlltomebod)-comin&inhm:itnotgoin&IObe&i.,..., 

somelhingthll'saoing1o&ivc\Mmahcan111Kk. Now, asl mcmioncdjus1aminU1eqo,""' will 1>1y-we'lltelllhc 

person Ill these things, thelc arc why we'n: mlltlnalhc decision. .. -hy we 1uaacsi you bqin the thecrapy, although if 

youdon,warrt10youdon,havc10-j11S1be-,,cscful. 



RWl:Withoutnamill&namacmyoulhinkofonyspecif,cpeoplewhohavec:omothroughwhoWCNthrou&h 

vwiouschangesthlt- whoscS101ypa1icullr1ymovcdyou•atruckyouapa1ialllr1yfhardto"-J? 

Marshl:lncedtosaytha1formostpeoplewhoC<lmel>en:anddealSM011$lywilh&enderidc:ntily,theS1oryisthe 

Jame.lt"swhyll<eep,isi1iqo..-5UJIPOl1"""""•fterallt"-ynrs.histheprofoundquestionaboutwholamand 

1'11-aml&Oingtodoaboulit?A..tlhenlhtX<:()fidaryquationishowdoesthlttclfofmincn:IMetoolhffpeoplr"? 

Tllllll"IOVame.Andpeoplehereasl:itinallkindsofways.TheylSkilwrysimplislically.tho5efolkswhodon\do 

-don\nccdtodo,j11S1don\dothekindofself-probingtha1somedo.TheydoitsimplybybrinJin11thcmselvcsinto 

i1.byactin11oot. 

Rulh:llowdolheyllCIOUI? 

Manha: By .. ying. "I nccd1omakelhisuw..i!ion. I need help." Andno1goin11ontoanaly,e. w,:11. whai isidc:n1i1y? 

Whl1i11ell7Whl1issex7Whatis-Theydon"1o.skalllhosequcstions.TheyjustKy.-rl1isi1wholamandlnced 

hflp."-.dthmlheyl')lhrou&hsorneworkand""'discovfflhm,"1gmdieeridtfttilyi$SUC$and""'makclhen:fcm,ls. 

lheylJeltheirl>om>ones.andlheydealwith"'11inglheirpa,w,,ormendso,&mily,lheydealwithwort,andlhey 

acconwithit.Thcnthcreon:olhcrdicntsondfolksthalcomeinwhosay,•111do11llhosclhings."bullleac:hsccp 

of the line they are aa<>nizina somclimes o,er the ,,.,,,,,.;ngofidemity. the "'flJl!ittgofcult= II 1his time and h,ow it 

relaltstocrU1ing1nidemi1y.andhowcuhunllybaseda..tcu.lt.nllye,uiedandh,owe~~~my 

conce,,t ofidmity is. Ind probing it in all kinds ofwa~ Others might come in and say, "WIIM is the scientific ..i 

biolop:base?WhllisthearuhropologQlhistoryofidetltityTOll>erscomein-Sothcre'salllevelsfromjusc 

exploremial to almosc mind-numbiJt&analysis. Jn some re,pea:s I much pn,fer someooe a liule more between those 

polesbocau.secitheroneofthosecanbelJOUble. Tbcpenoowhoispurelycxplcnnt.ialcansometimesmakesome 

ra>hmova, movciooquickly, tnnsilionlOOquicklyac workforewnpte.o,amonalhr:itpeers. Theydm\ sjvc 

people1chancetodist>:i-lhisnewptetc111111ionthal"s~aintheworid.Peq,lewhoan:100muc:hinthe 

Hamlet ...alytic may not mo••· They m11y take three, years 10 consider the ramificaiions oftaldnahonnonts. when it 

Kem11f'P'OPN1Cbulthcyoughttobe&incvenearlicr.lt'salon&111Swcrtoyourquestion.butformeil'sveryhanl 

topickOU1anypa1icularindiviwal.lknowlmm1ionedtheindividualwhohilchhiudtousftomAppalachia.8ut 

shewaionlyrepre,Maiw:oflhenumbtrolpeopleinlhotc-lyyeanwhowm,aiminacousfromall<»-erthe 

glohe.Somelimesfolbwouldcomeherewhodidn,~F.J1aiishsolheybroqhltheirintctpmen. 

Rulh: What councries did people c:omo from? 

Manha: A number of Asian cc,wrtries. I remember in pa,icular. And we -Id SfX"d 1hr: evcninJdiscussffli 

throua;htheinter'J)r'"elef.Anothercoupleofasa-and1hishashappenedmorelhanonee.l'dsay.t>outsi•times­

someoneeitherblindo,deaf~bolhwouldbehcrec•pericncina&enderidetltityissuesandyetbowdo)'Ol<traoumic 

lhll'llrernt"mberavcryalentherapislfricndolmWfound1Nll-lheissuewith1clicn11heywm,KCir,af0t 

olherreasons.Andsolheycamel>en:.Alldola,unelhaithciswebeamct.howdo'°"cc,mmu,,icale? 
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Ruth, How do yoo think gmdtt awareness comu toa pet'$Qll wl>o doesn\ experience a cultun: through sight or 

hearing? 

Marsha; Oh..fasdrn,1/ng! ~ had two cl;enu Iha! fit that bill and I'm no1 sure I can say. It would be a tcn-ific, 1errifoc 

50llr«OfSludyforsorneone.Seeauseirsthcre.lnonecascthcpc,w,i-

Ru1li: But l>ow'd this person uprus what they knew about that. and what did they MOW about it? 

[SIDE7ENDS] 

ManM:Ycs,l'mthinking-aeo<1plcoffolkswho-bliJld-onefrombirth.onc:lromshonlyaflerbinh-p,ofoundly 

transscxualinbothe&SCS.Andbecausethcydidn\seethcotherindividuals,wchadadiffcrentllleoothc 

dcvclopmen1 of gender idcn1ity and presenta1ioo bttause we were immediately divested. if you will [laughing]­

interesting word to use at this p0int-ofappearanccstuff, ofclothingand body mow:men1$, so tllat wc eo<1ld talk 

aboutthcmanaly(ically. l,ikeone was a femalc-to·male individual,bom ina female body. Well, what do men do 

with their bodies? How do they prescnl their bodies in culture? And it was very clear the anilkiality of some male 

pO$C$, bm 1,ow we would use those male poocs to coovcy malcna,. And so wcdisc!IS!Cd those issues entirely 

dilftrently.Howitcamctobc?ltwa.sdcscribedincxactlythcsamcwaythalanyofthc~transsexualJ)eOl)lc 

woulddcscribcit-thal"!havcalwayskoown.l~alwaysfcl!thlsbodyisn\right."andsooo,WOJdstothalefTttt 

Soa.stothcac1ualca11SCSIS11pposeit'sanargumentforsomcsonofbiologiallybasedconcei,tofidcntity,11though 

Ruth:l'mjusiwondcringwhatlhispersonhadlearnedaboutgendcr,atancarlyage.thatclucdthemintothefact 

thalthcywcren\inthebodyofthcgcndcrthaltheywcre?Bccausemostofu.,gctthatinformationmaybelromwhat 

wcsecorhear,butiftheydidn\havctllatinfonnation,howdiditcomcup1llroughthe-howdidlhatknowlcdge 

comcupthroughthc-

Manha: True. So many offolks-yoo know, ifwc could answer Iha! right now, I think we should tum ofTthc tape 

andgoandbecomcfamoos.Butmostofourfolkshcrewillrcponlhati1beginswithfccling..lnotherwords."lfelt 

thisbodywasn\right."or"lfcl!somethingwaswn:,ng,"andthal',thcsamclhingtha1thtscclimtsreporlcd.l1 

...asn, that they were slowly discovering thal boys did $0m<thing dilferenl or were difTeren~ or thal girls were 

diffcrentordidsomethingdifTerentlt'stha1thcyhadlhisfcc\inginplaccbefon,.Andthcnthcywcreaware,likc 

cveryon,colseb«-o<nesaware.thatthctt were rolesandupcctation,,cuhunl iss..esaroundbcy,,ts.sandgirlness. 

Andbeingwithoutsight.btingblind,didn\reallyplayintothal100much.ltwasthesamcreportedS1ufJ.Thc 

expectations in Ille school yard of who played wl>cre or what kind of games. or roughness vcn;us non-rooghness­

yoo know, what dad upccted. Let's sec. both of them had fathers prescm- so what dad expected. what mom 

upcctcd,wllalyouwcresupposc<ltodo.Thcsamesioricsa.severyoneelse.Whileatthebeginninglthoughiit 

wouldmakeaprofounddiffcrencc,ittumcdOUlthatitdidn\affect.lllllthefolkswereblind 
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Anotheronel,.,membcr,anindividualca.ughtagainbyavcryalentherapist,tltispcrsoncontlnedtoawhcelchair 

llow should I pu1 thal? That's no1 proper. Anyway. using a wheelchair. Unable to speak. Unable to communicate, 

exc,epllalcronthroughadevicelha1wasat1aehed10thechair.~havcbe<:ntwoSU<'hfolksthroughhe"',who 

strug&ledwiththequestiooofgenderidentily\Ullil.intheonecase.lhe•eryalentherapistfoundit,andinanother 

caseafriendwhohadseenashow-lbclicvconcofmyshows-Thcyw=wa1ehingittogetherll>dthepcrson 

bccameveryucjtcd,verycxci1cd,andth.arshowthcyd;scovt:l'ed.8utinbolhcases,genderhadromeupand 

somehow had been tnu1smined to either the therapist or the liiend thal there was an issue here. That's how the 

cootactwasmadc.Soher,:wcr,:twoiJ>dividuaiswhohadno1hadthcuscoftheirl>odiu.andhadno1had 

«HnmMnicmi<m,andstillrq,ortcdthew,ry,Slllll<!pattem.lsn\thal..,mething?Ycah.Ai>dofcoursewhenthefolks 

visited U$ here, it makes for quite an evening because it's very. very slow to communicate with those electronic 

deviccs.Butitispossiblc 

Then then:'vc just been some remarkably ll)od people, pe,oplc that I would cla.s.sify a., cxcellem examples ofw~ a 

hwnanheingcanbc,ofhef'UC511>dhcroinc$andoffotkswhnreponc<lycan.insomeca.scs.ofronfusionand 

su-ugglc,wholosicvcrythingo.-insomecaseswhosefamiliesdidwpponthembutwcmlhroughai...mcndous 

Slrugglcofunderstanding,whowouldsitveryquictlyintheroornandyouWO<Jldn\knowanythingabouttheir 

OO,Ckgroundbutlherctheywouldha¥1:bttrllhroughallofthisstuff.Thcfulltra11$ition$ 

lrcmcmbcranothcrpc,..,,,whoc¥1:rycouplcofyearswouldappcarandgothroughanin1e11Sepcriodofcross 

living.Andthenitbccame100much.ThcyjU$1-thcygoltooclosetotheflame,ifyouwill-theyjustwuklno1-

theyknewtltiswastrucforthem.lOOye1itwutoofrightening. Thiswasamalc.io-fcmalcpcrson.hwasjusttoo 

much.Ahighlyeducatcd,highlcvclcnginw,pcno,,whohadatrcmc0000$career.Andthcntltcy'ddisappcar.l 

WO<Jldn\ hear from them foo cooplc more yun. And that went on one, two, th=, four times and now I hall1: not 

heard from them forsix,scvcn yun. I don\know what's happened. I hopcthey'n,okayout~somcwhett. But 

this was almosi the Hamlet type, Iha! end of the spectrum, the pcno,, who -very inttnSC, very imclligen~ very 

po~ulintellcct.but-

Ruth:llowdocsapcr.;onhandlethelnlnSitionsifthcywcrcworkingatthesamepla«-orrnaybctltcywen,n\ 

workinga1thesamepla«[alllhoscynn?J? 

Marsha: That'sano!hcr rnancr and actually fairly easy. Might as ,.~11 talk about it. Your question has now gol me 

thinking.Atfirstlthough1no,lwoukln~beabletoremcmbcranyindivid111ls.Nowl'mthinkingofallki,,,J,of 

individuals. 

Rlllh: r don~wan!!Ostopyou,di$11'8,C\)l<)II-

Manha:lnthcearlyycarsandthroughoutthe80.-andlsti11onceawhilegowiththeindividualstotheirplaceof 

surgeryifthcy'vechoseflsurgery-andtboscwercpowcrfulc,pcriences.cspc,:iallygoingdowntoTrinidad. 

ColoradowhcreDr.Bibcr,StanlcyBibcr.stillworks.'Hchasdoncovcr4.000surgt,ries.l'vcdoncrescarchwith 
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him for~presemedmyfir.dingson452 post..,,,...ative peopleofmale-ro-femaleofhis.Outofthose4,000 

we're doing long term rtSearth, follow-up five yun.. so on and soon. But the poin1 is.. for many years, he wa., the 

prernitr. sometimes the only, surgeon operating that we could really ,:leper.cl on. Now, tbal, are mai,y surg«)llS that 

weuscandayoongergenerationofsurgeonscomingal0<1gwhoartofferingallki00$ofopportunityandhopefo< 

our fulh. Bui he wasju.s1 about the only choice for many ycan. I kr>ow him quite well. He's a remarbble m8r'J. A 

,cry in1eres1ing pe"'°""lity. lie wa.s a M.A.S.11. 5W'geon, you know, in Korea, and came 001 of the Anny at Oenvcr. 

lM're was a r>ecd for• doctor for the coal miners in Trinidad. Colorado, which was a coal !Own. Now it's r.o1 $0 

mix:hanymorebe.:auscthosehaveb«npla)'Nout.Anyway.heWfJltdownthe"'andprac,icedumilonedayintbe 

60u woman who Md been WOO<ing in the town as a social wo,i,:crcame in and, as he puts it. she asked him ifhe 

coulddohersurgery.And.ofcourse,beingabn.sh,youngersurgconandhesaid,"Sure,lcandoyoursurgery 

What i• it?" And she told him she was a uansse,ual &00 h,e'd nev,:r heard ofthat, but he agreed to find out and he 

wroletoBeojamininNewYorl.andg<Jtsomelra,.,Jdr.,..,/ngsoflhesurgery~hniq11Ctheywereuying1odevelop 

a11hetime.Andheandasclec1g:n:,upoffolk.,pcrformedtheirfirsts.urgeriesinthebascmcntofthehospilalthercin 

Trinidad,Coloradointhemid.W. 

Rllth: When you say "the basemen~· itsortofimpliesthatlhiswassonofhappening withoutauthoruation. Was 

thatthe~? 

Marsha: Oh, lhcyhadtobcv,ryquictabout it. They did, bocau.sc-well, forcomple, what did happen is when Dr. 

Bibttde<:idedtha!hewantc,:ltohclpuansse~ualpcople-l mean, he'!anincr~diblycompassionateman,oneof 

thoscstrangefolbinthcworldthatcombinesbolhinerediblcscitfuificobilityandcompassion,oddcoml>ination, 

dcq, compa$$ion, the kind of compassion that would lead to-When he began to see people, immediately, therc was 

outrage in lhi• little town. The minisicr,camc Forward, e~('l')'one- he would spend whale= lime ii cook co io 

aroundandsi,eaktothcscministcr,andspeaktothctown,wor\wilhcveryonctohelpthemunderstandwhalthis 

is.sue was all about And those w..rc l\ard times 

Rulh:Thiswasopproximatcly-? 

Marsha:Tho:sewercinthe60s.mid.WS.Yeah,midtolatc60s.Nowaday5,evcryoncknowslhatlhcsurgericscosta 

lolofmoncyandsotheyimmcdiatclythinkthedoctor'lmakca\Ol'lofmoncyandyn,thcydomakcmoncy.But 

back then, he was charling V(1')' little and ii wasn~ money- it was- He was one of those folks who became 

in1ercstcd as1he physicians here do about caring for people. B«ausc it wasdi~m. It was a trememlou, physical 

cl>allengctodcv,:lopthci,urgery,whichheabsolUIClycnjoye,dar<l-howdidheputit?Andacouplcofthcnursesin 

thcvarioushospitalshavcalwayssaidthis. They say they likctoscethctranssuualpeoplel>=wsclhcywanttobc 

inthehospilal,asopposcdtoalltheOlhcrpcople 

What I'm tryini to gel al is 1 me1 him in the early 80:i and got 10 know him. lie did my surgery. And l was again 

ooscssedwithknowingcverythinglcouldoboutollofthis.Solwouldgobackanddothcsamcthingldidwilhthe 

pcoplcherc,onlylhadtogotoColorado1odoit.lwouldhangoutinthehospilalandwaitandcatchhiminthc 
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hall~yMdlalk10him.lhad10dolhatfortlireeY«t1ber<nwc,rtaUygo11oknoweachotheralittlebitmon:.And 

!hen itwaslllillvetyfonttal. In flct, wes;illl,.avca fairlyforrnalalthooghverycollc&ial, veryfrimdlyrclaiionship. 

llowhimdcarly. 

Thnlsome-acouplcyanlaier-hepmledmepmniuiontoviewaswgcry.ofcouncwithlhcpa1iml's 

permission.Andl'vcllOWRfflOYCrllttnhdSIU'lffl"S-M&Je.1<>.female,rem.lHo-malc,invwiousplaca 

includingd>osewithDr.Biber.Bullthepoinlis.ltakcmy-lllcr-myclimuand ... itt,jllSlpeople""'°wm,h,en, 

lndwereaoin&forsurp,y,iowithlhemdowntoo-etind"'-l"twhatl'vcbectiuyinatop1-. Thep,;,,,uofthal. 

cxpericnce.Remembcrinalhosepcoplc.Rememberin1howwcwouklleaveScattlcandtakelhi,almost,nyth/aJ/ 

joumey,inooe~y«lnOlhcr,usuallybyplanc:,cenainlybyplaneinthelater~m.toDen-andthenrcntaear 

anddrivelhroughtheColondoworld.thalflal.~l.maanif,cent,BigSkycoun1,y,101hislittletownin 

soothcaslcrnColondo,thislittletinytown,mtttwithhiminlhisoldbuikli111thal.hadbccn1hospital-l,ol1 

hospill.lbut1doaor',olr100-f«over111undred)ftn.Anddw,okimolhelocalho$pital,mcctWloalfolb,,,.ho 

weresmalll<>Wnpcople,beifl&onlhcnlningstalf,and.,oo-snlhrougl,thisincredibleproccdurc,plly,.ical 

~inl1henl(lthl'OUprtt0vetyinlre1um.l1had11llbeclcmemsof1m)'lholo&icalques;,withlhc 

applicalionofmodr:-mi.ciet101!.Thc$ewcreexpcrimccsl"llueasuref<nver.ThedisculSion1thal.OCC\lr'"ledinlhc 

ho$pitalroomsa,thepcoplcwcn:rtt0vcring.1l>edii.cussion,0r1thenightbef<nthes"'1Cf)'-

Ruth:Doyoomntmberwhltkir>dsofthingsyou'd111kabout7 

Manha:Oh,yah.lhave111111yvidco1apcsoowthallmadc,laleron-lhcniplbcfan:,lhemomingof.j11S11fler. 

B\dyeah,wc,woulddisamn-ff}tllingfromWir,.holetivcsiolhemeani1110flifc.TheC01101!!11ofidien1ityand 

lffldcr.Howitpla)'t<dlntolheworld 

[visit«UTives.brcakinintervicw] 

Marsha: l1lcre you hive a pcrfcae.amplc of what this work's all abouc. Somebody wandcn in. in this en, - Now 

thisislhencwwtrid..Thisissemtbody""'°wor11$in1pn,fcssionalscuinglndhadbccndiscussingsexualmil10!'ily 

iss,,,csandmcnuonedl"lffl'Oll-,ehowiljm1cuneup.Wld-inthe-.!ifflcecune~WldM.kedfor 

help....,,olheyc■meo-.Thepe,wnislfflifocd.lheydorl,knowhowlOdealwithit.We'ff.tryinglOrnake,now, 

anw,~ts,lh<beslpossiblcarnngcmcntS.Cohelpthitindividual.Andilprobablymcans11"ivmcmeetinaand 

theninvilinglhcindMd1>1t1ojoin"'inoneofoursupponl")lll)!I.Butit'slhc....,,t,i1'slllework! 

Ruth: lnthetimc- hive left I wondcredifyo,a mi&J,lwant10llll,:a liakb~aboulwhllldo-knowaboul whal 

happened, like.sry inlhelallcennsy. in the 1800,-~wbodid«lriediopau• lheo,,posilegmderand 

whltwasa¥1ilablctothem,what-knowaboutthaepcoplc:? 



Mlnha:Th,n's1P1>"'fflgbodyoflilcnlure.lhw:;fuJly,abouljustthissonofdtin&,.ltcelbthestoriesofpcople 

wholivedfullyamaleandfullya~inthePM1.~nsome&scinllin1sroria.Thcn:wasapcr3011 

..-ialodwidtCmltr's-thefamousCWcrandalloflhll-hewa.,rqimentorldol'l\knowwhatyoucallil-it 

wasaper,onwhowasasuppon.u,ff, a woman, bul whet, she died ilwasdi~thllt&behld male genitals. 

Thatsorlofdtiflg.Storieslikethisalloffl'thepllce.lnOlherwords.thecommon~lOtheprofoundgttlder 

idt1UityW..einthepas1wastoli,,.,fuUyandwhollyastheOO....gender.Thesamethi111basicallylhatwedor,ow 

in• ffl<:ft fonnaliud procesa. !hrough tither the $IMduds or simply just bringj111 it into\M world, on an 

indiYidual'sown. Thalsonofraponse.ofcourx,wasconditioned largc-lyhythecuhurethepenon found 

thcmsct,,.,.in.Sincethe~world,aldl111il.wa,hadnlapproachcd=ualilyandSffider,thcn:.......,noncof 

thecalqories:1...,ilahle.ADdinJOmCcacs,l'mlOldbytheracarchen.tha!IICllllllymadeilpossihleformon,cross 

livinf;IOoccur,dlsomtcuh..ns,thancou.ldoccwblo..-ownrightoowwid>oulCCll$lft,bccausepeopledidnlhave 

the/'1/Hbavailabletott,e,n.themedUIL.obcbwhidlthankfullyarefading.hutlabebof-sonof-palholo&yor 

diJcac.Atthesametimtthcn:.......,mon,culturQlhalweni,,;,:,ndemning,andofcoorxtllemorefundamcmalistof 

anyofthen:tip,!IS.n:ally,thee11hure.themon:1111likelyilwasthal,orneo""cou.ld"~"115tbeyputit, 

&ffldtf-JIOmlS. 

The simple answu is that appam,Uy....., transgendt,t/lrvissc,,ual folks-have been around IS long IS .,,yOlhe, 

typc:ofhumanbeingexperiencin&humanli~.Andeu.ltlll'Qblvedealtwithiidifferently.Ofcou.rw.mostfolb 

r,owad1ys.,,1wsethalno1Mlydidthelhinpljustdescrihedexist,hutsomecultonswent90f.,-atolllvc 

,pe,;iflcp'-swilhUftheirculnnthalofltffitOJll'OfMlilicsforwha.....,"dcalltnnSgffldm,:tpeoplc.Andthemos1 

famousoflhose.•leaslinthewesiperhapl,.wethekwNonl!Amorieanlndill'lln'besthlthadpos.ilionsUIII'°""' 

peoplemia;t,tcallrnedici,,.orlelldli,.orspiritualleadmor-Thmwas1Frmchwordcalledherdachethlt 

opplitdlO..,.,,..The:se.......,pcoplewhoawsodlfflderroles.,insome<1.1Qliwdwhllt.....,_ldcall 

~ortru155t,ualli.-es,hut.......,lllowultodo90wilhinlheircultun:.Somccimathcn:wascvcna 

processtlllttbeyfollowcdtomovcintothltrole.Andin,omcca.scstbeywcn:evcn..,...eredor_,.115teacher$. 

Now,itwasn1e~e,-easyitJ«n>S.fromwhl!Jundentandorthcseissucs,butthcn:we~pLKcsintllccul1ure.And 

l'mtempU<ltosaythatmi,ybeow-culhnr,owadaysisfindi"3theequivalentofthat.ll'sfifllli11&i1.1plac:candway 

forll'Ume.,.11 and transgcnder people to be. 'T'ho,e wt-n: the options-either the cuhure had I place. orWculture 

didn~ ha~e • pllcc: orhld very few waysoflblin& with it, and folks simplycross-li•cd. usually by hidin& ii 

Ulmpl<llely.And50fflenteC115<!!1inhiSlory-peoplehavebfflltr>ow,,tobecross-dm.setsbutusulllytheyhadtobe 

~~byhigharistocnilic-.d.inaor_,.,othersysicmthalpmlfflt>dtht-mlmm-,,andlllml. 

Asr..as~whlltlseeathe...,,.,...ortnmscxualwndition-lhlt':sbffllllcerinhistory.Thal'sbffll 

,omethifl&thattbclasthundred~has""1lyolfffld..For111tocallit1hwnancondilioa.1peeifocally,andueaud. 

firs1mcdica.tly1Ddnowmoroandmorer,otonlyrnedica.tlybulintlleway.....,'whfenlllkin&today-C011$idcringtllc 

cuhPl'\',consideri113n:latiomhip,considcrin&qucstionsofroltt. S..tbcSfllslhundrod)'fltllwrvcolfcrcdthal 

opport1111i1y and of course they'\'<: offered the medical side ofil. Appan,nt!y ~ have be<n anemptsat sursmc,, 
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lhroughouthistory.Thcrc'l•f--storylboo.lloncRommempcmrsayin&lhatllewouldofferlalfhistmpirefor 

•Sllfi'!'O"whocouldchangchisacx,chan&C'hisgender 

Manha: Yes. yes. I can~ remember the fellow'1 name, dot;-,oM-il! When,"s the pet$Oll around hcn, wbo always 

remember$thatname?ButinM1ye=t.•1Nechan.cterinbi,iory.Oftc11Dr.Biberandsomeoflheotber""Sffl'U 

joktdlhattbe)'wmltbey'dbunamundMldllleydha""half.,empire.BulWpoimis,lhereha.,..ccnainly'-" 

dcsiruforphysicalll"lnsformMionandof~hwnansbei11&whatlheywe,lhereha""'-"manyanempU. 

Somcofthemprobi,blyrcsultedini11S1an1dea1h,1elf~tra1ionandwors,.AlllloogJ,ifthosesortsofJ)<OCtduresan: 

carriedonin<:erUinways,peopleli"".andlhere-,,e=cultsandculturesandsroupswilhindilfermtcuh...-e, 

,.hcn:thal"sapnaice--ion,or..,,.,..ionofbrcam.lhllx.tofthi11&-

8utlheformaldcsip,edphysicaltra11Sfomwion,thatis,crC11in&lhevagil\l,crcatinglhepllallus,doinglhe 

mwcctomiesordoinglheimplln1S.lhatofc:<>l.nllhmbunmon:r<an1..Bulilhasn~boenjll$11hepa51ftwyan, 

i1'1'-nsomethin&llllll•hundred~ha""discussed,andinl'aahavcbea1cominulfl&10dooo. 

Ruth: The-re.., refffence. IO all Iha\ in gay and Lc!-bian litenture, and I think bean, .. ....-I gays and lesbians] have 

bea,fa$Cinacedbythalbecluscilolferedlhepenonlhe.t>ilily.lhccull...tpmnission,10ha...,1relatiomltipwilh1 

membcroflhe-biologicalsu,90tha('fwhyfur,a-we'""bunfu:i11Medwimlha!bccau5Clhll.......sl0.....,e 

l&a)'orlc$biana$pccttoil.lknowlhatmaybethere'lson>econlr'O>'my"'""betwe<!'llwhoownsthithistory.Oo 

youwant10ayan)'lhingabou11hll? 

Mlr>ha:Oh,sure,sun,.Yeall.1..,qwte=~edbylhe.,,..,lhedisicussion'lsc,in&now.Asarnaneroffact,l'm 

proudtobcpanof,projectrigh1nowhereinScanletoe.1pandlhelangua&ein-lmayha...,mentionedthi1bcfore 

-inthelawthalprolffl:sfolbinpublicoccommodalionis.sucswilhinlhecilytoincludelheconcep10fgender 

idmriry.soaslOprou,nmottofourfolks.Wei..dmadeilpouibletocoverll"lnlvalilcandinm...watbackin'l6. 

bll:nowweknowlhattherealwayshalbun-andnowweknowmoreclearly-lhllthere'11widergroupoffolks 

lhatnccd~cetion 

Bullhepoincis,wenowknowthallhere1$•diffenncebetwc,en~lhalis,wbo)'Ol,l1"IObcdwilh.whooo­

wballyougowbcdwith.111ybody01"10l)1hi11111•ll.Theot;<aofdcsire,lhe"'•ualilyQpoct.andlheldo!t/ty 

aspect. F"oo-theiransse..ua!penon.and manyof1rmngendcred folks, il'snot1bouloricntation oo-suuali1y. h'sabou1 

idcntily.8utonceidentilyi,Sfflled.lhenthl,tran»m,aloo-lnmlgmdemlptl'IOllaoiapproecblhequestionof 

~lih•ybodyebe.llcncc,lherewepy.Lcsbian.bi.1r11in5-No.no!Gay.lesbian.bill"lnSSUUllpeoplc. 

justlikctherearepy.lesbianandbi,hcleroscxualpeopleoo-anybodyelse. 

l'mtryingtolllllemy,.clrclar.Ld~ll')"ap.in:Tbatoncelhcreis•sean"'""'or .. 1ranc1idmtity.lhenlhat"'lf 

and identity t:111 uploreoriaulion Mid .. ,111lity. And that's-..thinj that W1:'W had to learn -lhc la! 2S 

:.i-s.So1hatintho5Ccarlyycmswhfn,foo-e,1mplc,apymMmightthinkthaltheyneedcdtodoonopemH>nin 
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o,d,:r10p,forwdwillldl<il'.......,...~thry-kld~lhalthlt wu•lef'riblemi-.:. 8-lhey 

-ldl..-.llybcdestro)'inallw¥0tYOlpllOflhoirdoepesl-of•lf.becautelheywm:-uw• .. 1e1nlti.lhey 

--~lheywen.,illlMCMe. .... aendrffd.TheirO,W,,,atio,,_,.,.....Olhermales,lheir 

...... ioft.So10destro)'lhliaalo,pnsdidlhem110p,odwbatXICYffllltd~wouldsay.•tooi,\­

-,1hina10dowilhyov..l'm-irlterteSlcdrl•per,oowho"1beerl_.,..ordone•opcn1iaa.Thln-w,,_I 

_..."Sod101C-1yyca-s.lhcfewpc,oplethlldidllnd...,.- .. bowouldopmieon._Mddo.__,_ 

011lylhinkof1D£pcr,onthatlinlervle~whm:lhis-lheC11Se lhisis-oomechia&llwhappa,cd•lol.J1 

nc,_....,_W111.B111•ft......ts.lhis""'•""'Y~iadi...iu.L~irlllld-lOIYedlhe--. 

Nowwel-.clearfy..,.lhewlhiapareloqW'ale101hatpeopleJo,,'1makopbysicall!Wl$1tiomifl1'1• 

orieruliooiuuc.Some~-.,llhink-wa1:bqinnifl&10ha••-problemslnlhlt"-"'".,..10s,:i 

iMD ■ bmlo:""'-py-.llnl,i■,o-,;ltr■nspaclor/lnrwexu■lpeoplo,S11y,nalhltourDICl..,d.,fforenl,lho 

-,beflet,....:ne?l'arcallyproudtoAylhMRleMltooroins..ctlc,inlheNonll-1itto,,plhedfons quile 

hnkly.ourofforuhore andlbo&oodhcaru•r,dcfforuoflhepyondksbi■noornm""ilypmllf"ily,weM..,had 

lhotolmCUU--,WllhinkbyW!wJe~dlatproblffll.B«ado"1!~~dlis&ct,lhlll 

<Jn!lll.iionandidont,ty.,.,d1ffcmll.Ar,dy,,t,arewc1101allofmllJFthcrilthcpa..-iono(who..,land 

how ■mlp,inatobrinakin1odwworldl'Ono9eCDl"pc,opleares■ylnJdlallO(llllthciroriewlion.N>Olloa"~is 

Myin1itoboulwholomnfw••ga,da-p,cs.Babolllpoups.oro/J,oopal-.8n'lblol111ely..,ilcdinthlt 

~qu,Htioa.Ar,dlhll's"'hMlfler-""ffl9tll,rraadlhllltltlnkilwhllwe-build_..,,,,ttpolltic■l""'Ule 

upon.Mdwfly110W,a._,.l■ .,_towa.•lto.-o.dW_;o;.,bowds.-.:twortwithfolltJ,it~\mllller.tt'l,o 

uusl'yia&.SooMlimal•cncoun1erpyand......,folbwhonud10j1W""""'up10..,.,..ibccaeeil's 

~inalheyi.dn\~bcb-e.••-•Uityllewlheselhiolpandie.nobolllil.•yft1ror 

c,paorm-lls•,ny 

ltrcallyis•profow>ddbco""')',andil's-,•is/y-,10worll<JCl:lhtr, ■nd110Wwcha-c-lwrlOOl.fmeumple. 

lmontioneddll1l■rl&Ul&"ct...,toin<ludo:Ffideridonl,cy.~onlylopl ...... we'wlllldto- .. aJlhas 

beerl1eJ1u■lorieM■lion.Md...,,llelhacan..ut.il•mloaaamlhe.......,.-wboorwll■lyou1Ptobcd"ilh 

slde.BlllbyMyina ........ idenbcyaio.wflll.o,n-..lllaftd.io.,r11,im.-c■n-,leplty,allll>eJJOUPS. 

kioally-cu,ll■-clhem..,._,,,.,,.oriallllioa.,__...idimtity.n..tmor.....-m"'°"ldcovernaym,e 

■ndallow111,oWM...,lhelrpl"-.lhllis,adwOl>Olftt.10tboba,tf\lof'ewryone.Voah. 

Alldooldor,l-tboconfusionsor-,irnosMes. ThllcxiltodlOIOIIIOtl<ltnt ■ liowyan-.,.And~lhey ... 

uislil'sprot,l,blyj1W•m■11oror•linlecducaa~-~.,.,_,,, ___ Myp,odness.o...-

......,a l'llllf'"Uill&quilObluillly c,w......,ics,lheralicalr'4flt,11t#y-■te110disti■nioD.l■ aJlourpolllleal 

tfl'Oftt~whtn~lidtin1-..-,-dorildolh■l•y,,,o,e-bul..._yo,l'relid:injtn~~ 

<loanlmencr-.hothe,yo,o'nla~xalor1py«labariper.-••~per.-or ■~u■lptn0n. 

ltjllll,-swholhtr~ ..... lhe~iwwork.Arid ..... rmaJly.apinj,,SIIOAyil,bccausc:llhinkif• 
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onetlla1willn:allywori:-wha1arcwealln:allydealingwi1h?Profoundq11C$1ionsofselfandidentity.oricnta1iof\, 

gender identity- Iha\ really uniws us. Nothing 10 fear ~ 

fTAPERUNSOUf] 

1.EmeraldCity'sactiviticsandcoofcrcnccsinPonAngclcsarcalsodiscussedvividlybyJaniccvanClcvcin 

NWLGHMP'sintervicwwithSandraFosshage, MarshaBotzer.andJanicc Van Cleve. ~plcmbcr 1, 1999 

2. This may havebeenacommonsupposition, rather than a law. NWLGHMPwasneverablctofilld record of a 

Scanleordinance1otllateffcct.1llcintcrvicWCC$whomen1ioncditdidsoinlhecoo1e,1ofgaybartnvironments 

andpolic:craidsoflhe19Wsand60!.anearlicrtimepcriodtbanthatbeingaddrfSSedinlhisinterview. 

l. Sec: also the following NWLGHMP interviews: with Sandra F,mhagc, Cl al. as cited above (focwingspecifocally 

onSeanlcCounsclingScrviccforScxualMillOritics):andwilhSandraFosshage.January21.2004. 

4.Dr.SlanlcyH.B;berdiedJanuaryl6.2006 



THE PHONE CALL 

5Tofly 
H.€NTt0tJG1) 

IN JN7tR.Yi€u} 

"I've oott• do it. I've ootta mo;ke this Cilll. I c;an•t 
oo on lil;e this. O God 0 won't somebodv ple.a,se help me? 
E<ut what will thev thin!;? And ,ust who are thev. 
anywa.v? What do ! care. thev ca.n' t hurt me ... 0 ves 
they c;an. Thev c"'n tell me I'm cr;aiy; or thev can 
1 ;auoh at m<1: or thev can oi ve me th•t prvi no 
burea.ucratese s.hit. 

••J kno .... I'll come up with a line. I'll mention the ad 
in the pao<1r. Ca.reful. now. Hello? Oh. hi. 
Um-m. • I s"'w this •d in the pacer about •· a. 
TV/TS Support Group. It meets everv Fridav? (She 
s.ounds friendly. Didn't a5k whv I .. anted to !:now.) 
Okay. I've cot the address. (She's tellinq me all 
about the entr .. nce. She must know I'm sc..,red.J People 
come there 9>:!!!i!'e;I ! ? (She real Iv •eems to know mv 
fe;ars and ouestion5. almost before I ask them.) Th..,nk 
vou, th .. nk you verv much. Good bve' 

"'Sh<! sc1id 'we hop" to see you here'' She soundO!d like 
I'd really be welcome--•lmost mi5sed if I didn't come. 
And she knows. • • I mli'•n re.a.I Iv !.<".''?".!, about this. 
J t • s 11 l;e l rev<!'al ed my secret and she acted Ii ke it 
was normal evervdav stuff. She knows me; a.nd still 
re;ached out a. hel pi no ho1.nd to me. Of course. she 
doesn't rO!;ally know me. but it fell'!'- sorta 111:e thilt. 
And I QI_!,! 1 t ! I made the call. I actual 1 v t•l ked to a 
real. live human bO!ing about mv crossdr&asino and I was 
not hurt. I'm still sco1.red. I don't know if I'll oo 
to the 1neeting. E<ut I don't f&ar ;as much now. There 
is another human being right in this city J co1.n tall: 
to. All I have to do t11 make the phone c;all." 
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- ~0 
Zt';J Ir. .. n • ·~:; c;.tr;c:i y:;,, 11J':; o :,~~-~<.~:,•r you ,:,!.'.}">t r ... v:, ro,.,.;~tt,:in t;,tat. <.;:,;,y )o<>!< 
1..U:..1. C;.ni:::i\J , I t:Ol,:.1 t:-Ca~•o c;....::o l h,C;;i ~o !;>;i't'l 11 ... ~1,•;a,1~;:,, So :i.ybo a~:, o 
}'Otl CQU ·,•l;> ;;i~ oy >1:e"i'~tir,a i:-,> it::;..:, ycu tl,ir.:: <,;;:.,;.ld 1.'l:;3';'.::,::,t ;,r,c,pl:i. 

£ffu(1t~i; ::!:ft~o;~~:t~:.-i~~o ~·;7~0;.:~,i~~~~~~~~i~~c~~~:~~~";~°3:~!ef:t ~;~l' 
uoo li!.1:. lcn~r1·, rd,:~c:::,· ;m::! F.!!:.-c:h c~ i;hh, !'(.l.:I~· vill WI -s-c:.<,1 in ;i i::un·t ti•u 111,d 
uEl b-, P4'~ o:i t:1.1 Silv2r l.~!;:.b::i1;-d, 

fi%~!n c~;;;;., t~~'~.c~~~: r;~l ;~~~~? pi:.~t~!Y;=~~~{;~~;~:s~::1: .. 1:u~!~~~. 1:::,..~~~:c-~) • 
U..';o did yeu nuHc11. hcu c:.'.1.<l it "8~ tk; L"t ttr" ym .. di:op;,cd lly? u1:;:, no ro.licf in 
dnht uill r:011t1m:c to pl.re,,, '"' rar...,r.:!:.ir to ruc,.i::10 t:ia coft"" c;:,p11 unrJ tt.f.., uc:;;1 ·.'.U11 
fol1!11ro nml 0~'1:ir e::~ti:: ,;c;,d!.!lti ~11io "GY, Uo ()Gt uu=· L::lt Alor.ay i':.-c~ K..lng to. M.1', 
llom:d (t1,5O0) 1cnicfl io O!.i." ody l:':,i:i:<J:.-, :1::c:1 r.orrtt, i..:c go ill ~hu holp, At p~r.,::cnt, •. 11<.1t' 
cn~y 0,;u:.-::.i3 o1 in,,K,:i c-~ ,;Ui;:'lt ,;c!':c.~;'.0.,::1 ,.-.e,tl -!:;;~1.:,11~ cno;.<IJ:ll'':nt f.:oc, E:cch of IJ;> 

ca:'I 11.ilp, in th~ ~g;:::..:;:;-c-.~<> by i;m:c,1,·:.;;i::q ,:;1~;;.:.t:i tc ::l:in.::ta r.ay U::QL'flt th:i:, cnn, and 
in ~h:i lot~oi: by vc:.1;:1~0:i~in;:i to· 1:c-r,;; ";~s:11.r,::i '"'9~,l.:?-·:,:tit~. In ;,r,l>ru~ry •m a<:t~Jl:•.y 
Cll!ltl(lOd to ba•c·.:: r:a·.1;, '<c= :.,11: .. ,',.., =d .:nqJo. j,:•,w~l::,' :.1..a,:::. :w gm:,d($:S.!,·, in ~t::i l10l,,J1, 

~~!t:;\!~~~~~i:; ... ~~ ll!:a ,;11 <:l:lY c= 01l1 d,o;;.d, t:.~u 1<r.m.1e> nybo ttQ.l3 dr,'/ ><11 CW1 ~ 

[.IJ:!.~rr.:!1lilli2~.I ~oa•::=;.;. p;o:,lll h::·•:i ll:JJgr-ot-:..::1 m;::::u c.:ot/ id~.:c:i roi:- rciainc) t".:r.•fa. 
)ha IC.m.n p:=ot:1,:;i io t;.;;:;: i;~ t':'O;I r.cr.p:, ~.- '~o ,::-,::,cy•. ~~.11"1 out. d1:, b1~~J.:,l: p::,01>.tc,:, l:J 
to l'.1n1 COlillloU 13::;-!':oo i;~.ough U.i.."l i,u oi:-Jar.izo Uie»•' l;i ucoo ci:,,s:,. ,;ll th.':I~•:;, n~:-.LJC:d 
.'.:11 imo or l:uo p&:::;>lll i;.c ll.ll;> W."l>:-}I cl!~ tho ,fa~;;:i.L:; f.~ci do tho 1'1'J 11ncl ph!lnD -.:c,;!t b> est. 

t~.,!'.l~!,':J~~:\~\111:~l,.!°Jl;;~:~1,~~!l;?~~:;tt<'l:JI to ,;;:it id:111 poor,1': togothui:-_ ,.,1th ~.~?_p.1,o 

.Jl • .lll.!!,.~JL!..tj:1 H y.:.:.1 ::: c~ of th 1><:i;•l I uho l!t'!lfl't ii' ottc:n c;j;~ to i-,;::d ~'.l.tni_..~ 
:.i'::, ... ·l.:i cn ·h~ S!."",:.~ c::..:c~:i::;,\• c: :-~·-;:;i,·.~,1 .,-.;=t~nly :i.r~~~\·u b~•• ·;.oi1~ to: et::--, 
~.n tc,t;:;~ .. :it 11' yc.i ;•· .. t ~·. ·,. ~··cu= c:.1< cii.:;:·•, .U9 c.:cl.ti . ;.;.:, U,l o r::..;ll i.•·;,l 11c':: ·~ 1;1 
ll0">1l ;.;-;;1 ;Jtu!f to ~=· •,1.1 ·;:, n~d ,~~ -y:;i .:.o i.:> k:.rp ,.. ... CL!::-~~•"ti C)n yc.·_t C::d;:t10B ,.ne 
•1ivo u:,. 110,13 b:~:ifi ~ c;rJ:·•· L·~!O~;-;. ti·;~ c:,-.:l :i f'<. •.m· !'':>!: r:c:~ ,::nd CII 1111 lJ'. Y<"-' :,r,l:'J 
l.::•,n 1:111 n.i.;d ,:-_:i .. ·:o ~c:..c, .::J,.,.,:,~~~. r., \ ·,,:.s •. ,- ~i"" o •'c~, Jw.t r:cc,1 :,cu: m1 ... .-.i• .:,rklr.o:u, 

::!:'-~ ~~~,~~;~~t).i.~~-~~•C>,:::~ ;~,~.:ti,: .,·::;.l.ri.!.lo -;z,o.:;: :f.lJ::' ;f:,.::i:,ito p:::;c<1:in.,-,i}':O.i.c 

tJf'T 1r 1J:t 1·:r·r:~ 11~,;,yr:•?:._~,. 1;,o cr:.i~:::-::.~•ora r::p gr::ur, h:o t,:,11e1 G"1no Q!J:,03'.: fl w-.':th 
rn:l ahr.:.,l Ji•~.~ af 'l:-..::,0::.1-,,:~ :· t"t~'ll,l ·:1,1-,~• ,(., ir d-,:, ti:;1ot ,t,;p in ..1 plN• ~:> CJ1n.\.t1p 
hoth~· :-ior-Jic:;;, for: Tll'S/'•·~•$/C:cr;:.< ta• •:.nJ nLhc: p::u~lo uho C:on·t flt aceiotic:i l'o';.'.:<111 
or :fl•Jt Winn~ Qr w'-"'~ri·' ::llcuk 00 l'.kc, im1 pt::pl::i ll.:-C r-:ia;,c,,o.:.:-ilc for ,_pltim:, ~h.:i 

!;;-c . ..::• :::::~:::a c:.c· :i P:.~ _:,· :;1•1• 
.il .•l\l j.;:. J.:;~ 1,;:., • • ~, .•. l :: (!i; "r-~::h j':; ,._,,,.!,.:;I; r: ,,·,tu 

.,cc,:·:,~.,.·, (T· .-~•·;).o ;;. '1,;.,,. ,:· .,, 'l, 

'r.~1 r,i'.u~:.: r,l .;li_.-;h l~c~:,; h;;;l:.'!1-~ iJ :! :;11 ::::·.n'.c. i"i<.,:r. .lu ;:.;,~-, r,o"•J.1'.,!.l.l;,' i:1·.t~ :ic;;;u 
uZ 1 •· • , : •. ·, • •~ ~ • ,c;i. 
d~·,- -l'3 ~µ;;;:;;,.,tJ•c1 \;;.; ~-:: .-:.0 ...i ·,_,_;:,, .,-:_<.t-:.:. c ·;1.t,,> (.~ c,. ~J) Cl 
::r.J.Jiti~ oa .:i':'·.>~ ul,:: c:,.;, he: 11.~cr:,.;;r.J 'n "..c.t.t: <.t:~•,.c.t; ~'.I :·;;;J;, a. oe;:1, ,.;._•1,~-.t. ti,,.;:, 

,':J 1r::::: ,;., ti'"~ (;:,y 
•l.i:, C:i:. ':'.un.l.i.1 Cent~.::., 
V'l 11~1.I lo~.; 01' 1101,.·,·,:,-;c: 

': ·tn! ., :.., :'-~ 1h'. 



11 • .;. ~" c;;;i~" ,o:.i vc, 
d:111111 not, H .i-: ;.:n 

r'.~••Y '1,- kG t" oll ,lf i".J f:,::-·y--·,;r h11lp, 
s,~11:i ::,:,d.,..:iv,u;o.::•,it. 

Rtn:1•J0( ,tu,r-ir.1, c: 1~ ... lP 1,0 t>'l i::s '.h,n:::ic, 0f CllC,1 ~llr'll,,, 111a ou 1d t,J)co'U 

r.::,•a • •ff .1t.''!nr.·r:co ~! l, ..lei o ~~,.;- • ~J-··,-cc,~ i..''l "IO.'r,j hc,r• hru 'I •o':.cQ • 

:~h:~~io •:;,~~ ~;,}\~~~; .. /• c:, bof"c>t .Y"'·' c;; ,, ofr,.t> ·-'a--~, :11.'o _J lo ,v,riti, ,·o 1 it 
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T H E N E W S L E T TE R 

SE-"HLC COUNS[L I NC SEIIV I CE ,011 SElU-"L Mt NOii I Tl ES 

1720 - \6TI! •VENUt 

329-8D7 329-8707 
SE•TTLE, W0$1!11"lT0N 98122 

THIS IS Tl!E ,111sT SCSSM NH1SLETTER .... o IS )NHNDED TO BE uSEO -"S A 

VEIi I CLE OF COWVIINI CATIOH FOIi Tl!E P[OPLE I NVOLV(O I ft THE COUHS{LI HO SEIIV I Ct, 

IT HAS ftlN CCNEIIATEO BY A CIIOUP OF P{OPLE WHO oAE IHTEIICSTEO tN A MEU­

ll!CFUL E~CHAHC[ QF IOlAS ONO BIIOADENINC co .. ,,UNICATION l[TWEEN TH[ STAFF UD 

OTH[R HOPLE IN THI COIIIIUNITY, 

IF YOU HAVE UY INPUT IN THE FOIIW Qf LETT£11S, •IITICL(S, PRQILtllS 011 

T[CHN!qucs IN COUNS[LINC, ""•T'S HoP"NINC -"IIOUNO TOWN, W)TI! YOU P[IISON.&LLY, 

011 AW<THINC ELSE o, 1 NTEIIEST, PLlASE DROP IT 0,, -"T scs OR VAIL TO us c/o 

SCSSM NE:ISLETTER, 

PLEAU REMEMBtll1 THIS IS TOUR N[W5LCTTEII. 1111/Pe 

0,EOP Tl![ IIESPONSIBILITltSOf PlOPLE ATSCS OS STAFFl,IEWBEIIS 1$ TO 

ATTEND l CONSULTlTION CROUP ONCE• MONTH. T11IS fl[SPONSIIILITT HOS BtEN 

NECLECHO IT AL .. OST ALL SllFF MCMBE11$, 

\.IE AS STAFF M(Nllll$ $H0ULO HCIN TO THE A l[RIOUS LOO• AT TH( IICS­

PONS I 91 LI Ty OF TM[ CCIIMI TTMINT TNAT IACII Of US NOKES TO THC COUNS(L 1 .. C 

SER,OC(, \'IE ARE IIIVOlOIO •1TH SERIOUS ftUSo!NESS THAT l!Equ111ES A TIIIE 

CO .... ITTM(NT FIICM ALL QF US, Ji/CS 

QN ~:Ar 4 ANO 5, SEATTLE COUNSEllllC StRVIC[ FOR SEXUAL MINORITIES WILL 

NUC A WEEKCIIO RET•EAT. SUIITIN() TIM[ WILL II lQ:QQ OIi ON SATUIIOAY THE 4TH 

ANO 'will IIUII $TIIA>CHT THROUCM TO SUNDAY •• 5<00 PW, SO IIIINC A SL[[PINC 

a,o ONO ,4,00 TC COVER THE COST OF FOOD FOIi THt TWO OHS. PLEAS[ 8111110 

THE FOUR OOLLUS TC THE Coull5ELIN() SIIIVICE IHOH Tl!E 4TH SC THOT FCCO WILL 

PR! .. AIIY 08JttTl¥l$ OF THE IIETIIEAT WILL IE TO OIIAFT A SET OF O'fllATIH 

CUIOEL!N[S fOII SCS, DISCUSS THE !!CLE OF RAOICU TM£RAPT, TAL• UOUT THE FUT­

URE OIR(CTIONS OF 01111 EM(l!()Y lS AN Oll()AIIIZlTION, ANO DISCUSS METHODS OF 

8£COMl11c MORE SENSITIVE TO TMt NEEOS OF THE SlXU•l INO .. ITT cov,u,1TY AT 

IE 11[[0 .&$ "ANT PEOPlE, U MUCN INPUT, SUCC(STIONS ANO CRITICISMS, A$ 

Foss,~[. THI$ l![TIIEAT, ~OIi[ Tl!AN ANYTHI .. C ELU, WILL O(T[.M!~[ THE OIIIEEr 

T!ON OF SCS FOR TMt NEXl <[AA, PLEAU: ClLL US AT SCS, 329-1:ff}/, IF YOU C•N 

l!EL:O,i:8ACK,CHUCK-

CEAOl/llE FOR JUII( A•TICLCS IIAV 24 DEADLINE FOIi JUNE ARTICLES , .. y 24 



• 
TALKABOUTRESPO;SIBILITY 

A PERSON•l NOTE FROM YOUR TRULY lOVINO, •LUOST •L.,US NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

You •s•, .. .,H.T •>LL ,..d THIS TH( BEST NEWSlETTtR IN THE Y/ORLO?'' I 

O•RE SH TH•T IT IS YOUR IN~UT T>ut Will 00 THE Joe. ~EULY EVERYTHING 

TH AT I RECEIVE, SO LONG •s YOU 'RE NOT TR•SH I NO ~E PERSONALLY, WI ll BE 

PRINTED. You SEE, COllTR•Rv TO POPUlH BEllEF, 1 AM IN CHARGE!!! 

Gooo-EVENING, JOE. 

THE 19n ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPORT FINAlLY COT OUT eur THE WOR• GOES 

ON, THE FIRST Q.UARTER OF 19/4 HAS SEEN SOME CHUCES IN OAT• COLLECTION UO 

THE PRESENT SYSTEM INCLUDES THE IN•PERSON FILES PlUS THREE OATA C0l­

LECTION SHEETS: THE PHONE SHEET; THE OAILV HLLV SHEET; AHO THE APPOINTMENT 

ANO GROUP SHEET IN THE 8LUE NOTE800K, E•CH ONE OF THESE u•US SPECIFIC •NO 

IUPORTANT CONTRl8UTl~NS TO STATISTICAL REPORTS, CURRENT PROBLEUS IN THE 

USACE o, THESE SHEETS INClUOE UNOER-RtPOIITACE, INACCUAHE 011 INCONSISHNT 

RtPOIIUCt, ANO THE SUBSTITUt>ON OF THt OAILY lAllY SHEET FOR FILLING OUT 

PHONt SHEETS, PlE•S£ T••E TH( RESPONSIBILITY FOIi OISCUSSINO ANY PAOBlEIIS 

YOU •RE H•VINC AT (HE STAIIF TRAINING SESSION$. THE SYSTUO 15 UN0ER$TUO­

A8LY CONFUSING ANO CERTAINLY TOO OtTA!l(O TO COYER IN THI$ S>!ORT UTICLE, 

ALTHOUGH SPECIFIC PIIOBl[M AREA$ IOY 8E CCVEIIEO !N SU8SEQ.UENT ISSUES OF 

• THE NE·."/SLETTER. 

• 

THE UBRARV IS Fl>UlLY SITUHEO IN ITS NEW HOU£ ON THE PORCH o, THE 

S(CQNO FLOOR ON() A NUMIER OF STAFF MEMBER$ H•YE E~PRESSEO !NTEl!EST IN WOll•­

ITS PUSENT STATUS IS MORE IN THE PlANNINO ANO TRANSITIONAL 

STAGESTHANMOSTLIBAARIES. TH[IIE IS •NONCOINCSHELFLISTANOTHE 8£-

CINNINCS OF A MORE SOPHISTIC•T£o C•T•LOGU,NG SYST£M FOIi TH( eoo•s. 

THE BfBllOGUPHY OF THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION'S TASK f"ORC£ ON 

Gov li8ERATION HAS 8€£N RtCEIVEO ONO OTHER 81Bll0C!UPHIC MATEllt•LS Ut ON 

ORDER. Booxs •NO ARTICLES ARE 8EINC OAOEIIEO ANO SOME HOVE AlAE•Ov ORRIYED. 

THESE NEW MHEAIA(.$ WILL BE FOCUSEO ON COUNS(LING ONO SE<U•L MINORITIES . 

.. ,NVOF THtMATEA!AlS•LRE•OYHElO AAEMOIIEGENEIIAl ANO IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 

THESE "'LL BE GIVEN TO THE LIBIIAIIV PLONNtO FOR THE Go COM,.UNllV UNT(R. 

A IIUNNINC ACCOUNT OF LIBIIAAY eus,NESS cu 8£ FOUND IN A FOLO(II TITLED 

"Ll8RARV" !N • FILINC DIIAWtll IN THE OFPICL A llST OF REQ.UESTEO /UTEAIAlS, 

TO WHICH ANYONtCONAOO, CAN8E FOUND IN THE TElEPHONEROOUPOSTEQONTHt 

1.) TO SHEL>£ THE DOO•S IN $U8J£CT SECTIONS 

2.) • FI l I NG c,e I NET FOR •~Tl Cl(S, PAMPHLETS •NO eROCHUll(S 

,.) •N AOIIEto~u•oN CNEC••OUT ANO SECVA!tV SYSTEM 

4,) DONATIONS OF M,tT(Rl•L, MONEY, •ND PEOPLt-POW(II 



• M&~nh ~iriJ.in? COOlpositfon 1-)H 

• 

A, /'.b!1ity to write stcrfos with several paragrap~s and concluding 
sr:,1tcnces 

0". ~ 1~, _ l!r1t1n9' .t,hle§ :
0
::~' .:.:~. ;:;\~;:::; 

• , " :!, Wr'.tl-hg cohclO!ttdffr 2' •• • b"rr' • ~, ' 
) "8_-, !<ll1lity to ch~osc wo';Js~~n~ pt,;ases to convey Meas dearly to 

'0·'~ t\1<1 'r'ca'der •• • 

1. Us-:. :ff·~ig~!ficant:~~a!;~~ ~~and the t¥!l.a:1~~'o~g~} ~:~-. 
C. Corr~ct 11se of .!l~nctuatipn ·ci, A. , ~ " s.oror1< ~• 

1, Quotation marl!'!t•~A .,, •ro .~. 1~[ : .. ·0,../\~1.:.~ c ,u-

~. ~.;a~· ,, •t' -e 

3. !~trol)~~s :·r~t~~ 

D, Le.t_tcr,vr1tin9., ",HIC 

1. Friendly let-t~O c • 

2. So,c\il ~r\4~~;s1 ,!"~:-,c: 

vm:c Spelling 
A. Mote the meaning andclum ro spell homonyms and forms of v~r~s 

l. Learn to spell hor.i5~ynlrstJch as: 
a. llefe,- h"ear - - - - - - - - - -

b. Their,thcre 
~ ,,,r,· 11 ~. 

2. Lea.m to.spe·,l,l foms of verbs such as-: 
a. \la$'-,.,_~i-e,;oo" oH• 
b. Oid,,OOnc.,, ~nbo'. & 

,r~~1< o~'~-:P ~~.:Si!W,,~)P~~rc~"::~::~b:::~:r •~~":::~~'"~: ,r, 
,.Jl .. _0(!1,iility to-recognizc1'tOll<l'l sownlls,correotrl~asithoyrirppl'O.r 

r~-~;:~:~;~~~d~;~:-~?~:.;~:;/a:~>o - ~~~;:,:~:;:;:•, ·:~::: eu, :H-

!~.'~ ,nr,:~:r ;1~0::~:C -~\ H , ?:;M , ·C£, ·•;, corr .,r.~ 

1~, fa ~lc<lr,{l, to pr-10011qqt.sucl\_~nly mi-s,pronouncedcl«lrds.ias ~. 
sandwlchas,~,ill£!!.,lli!I!!:.Y..,Fe!:iruary 

O. Abilitytouseabbrcvi/Jti0nsand'tocapita11zewherenec2ssary 
E. Ability to recogni-zl.'"root vrords-,-prcttX"l!s-arid-Sufflxcs 

• F. t.bility to alphabetize to thc_third letter of a wor1~ _ [ -,~ 

0_ .i.G1,Jlbl\,i.ty to retain spelling llhich deviates from phonetic patterns 
• cor .. ,ijA , • ~ ~ar•~ u r, 1- :; , 



TH[ UNIHO CMUIICM o, CHIIIST HOS • NAfJOIUL eo••O WHICH IS CONSIO(IIING 

~o,,1c, o, Gov A,,.111s" WHICH uue•S OF T"E s•·•E o,ncE Ill fW[ ,.flONlL 

UN!YEIISlLISTI UNI TOI ANS ASSOCl•TION IN 80STON. ~UH l' (N;II/GN MJNIST[IIS 

(UCC•UUA ANO TH( Ll•C) OCT OIIClNll[D: !o:£ *iOCEII ,uc•S CAN II~ SOUGHT ,011 us. 

J'N ,uLLINC & FLO.Cit TIii• TOCCl•CII FOIi T•IS SPIIING, $U .. N[II .. 10 llVONO. 

So, .. I HAVE OY[II IMIIIIV Yalll[TJES STUTCO IN TME wousc. 1, ,oL•I WOULO 

u•c l ,,w STAIITS o, ~, .. 11 011 TM&T" OUTDOOR RLOOMS, I AM INTO StUIIING .•• 011 

IF ANION[ IS INT[lllSTEO IN TALKING l80UT ollUV COOLIN[ RICHlllOS' TWO 

11011.s (~~G, POTTHIY POETRY AND THE PERSOli uo ~SSl~G POINT 

~=:~:e;~~ • TALKS lNO ""III HGS)) I WOULO LI•£ TO 51 T ,011 AWHILE lHO llaP 

FINANCIAL (1N)SH81LITY 

KIii$-

STATEr.lE,n DF INCO.IE ANO EXPE~OITURES FOR APRIL, 1914 

lXPlNO!TURl:,: 

" " " 
20 

,, 

" " ,, 
" JO 

60 

::,lLlllil$ON0\.lC[S 

LP.tPLOVl( ~(Nt, I TS 

TOTlL Pt1150NAL;)[IIYIC[S 

COHSVLTANT«0TMt11PlloF. 

TELC,•ONC UD POSTAGE 

PIIINTUC 

UTILITICS 

euno,Nc;,1100,,.c11RtNr.L 

TOT•L Sc11v,cc1 uo 0TM[II Ct<nccs 

TOHLEXPENDITURES 

.,1,142.22 
_186.82 

~ 

10.00 
79-66 

•1.56 
89.60 
~ 

~ 

102,5} 

}55-82 

---1.i.:..il 
:t.1,eo6.s7 

TM( COUNUL!NC SCIIYIC[ NElOS A NEW FILING CABINET. IF lNYON£ ·•OULO 

LI•£ TO OONH[ ON[ (011 $ELL US ONE IIE[L CHEEP) WE SUit( COULO UH IT. •,'/( 

COULD ALSO UH MON(¥ 011 OTHEII THINGS T~Af MAY Bf OF YS[ 0~ VALYt- (YIIIV· 

T~INC DOH&TEO IS TAX 0(0UCTl8L( AT fAI~ !OIIK[T VALut. 

Fo11,u11T~EIIIM•DIIM&flOH, CDNUCTKIIYS--

PAG[ 3 "I"• 1974 



CALENDAR 
WAY - 1974 

.ONOAY 7•}0 PM MEN'S RAP GROUP 

TUESDAY 11,00 AM PROGRAM co-1 .. ITTEE NEETING 
11100 AM AD.\IIN!STRATIVE COM~ITTEE MHTING 

e,oo PM BONDAGE ANO DISCIPLINE RAP GROUP 

\lf:DIIIESOAY 8,00PM 110!4'.lll'SRAPGROUP 

THURSDAY 4•}0 PM COLLECTIVE MEETIIIIG (EVERYONE ,,ELCDI.E!) 
8,DO P~\ CROSS-DRESSER •s RAP GROUP 

FRIDAY 7,00PW ..CN'SSTAFFRAPGROUP 
e,oo Pl.4 G.c.c .. ~ov !E NIGHT 

SATURDAY 2:00 PM YOUTfl RAP GROLJP (i1ILL NOT l.'f:ET WAY 4TM) 

SPECIAL EVENTS/MEETINGS 

10:00 AM SCS ANNUAL RETREAT 

SCSANNUALRETREAT 

'.~EONESOAY MAY 8 e,oo PM CONSULT AT I 0111 GROUP - LEM SHAVI 

SATURDAY 

SUNOAY 

(l£N SH~..-•s l~ST CROUP FOR THE SUMMEA) 

12-4 PM STAFF WORKSHOP WITH '/101,!EN'S COloUISSION 

12-4 PM STAFF ,"iORKSHDP WITH I/OMEN'S CO"'.tlSSIDN 

TUESDAY MAY 14 e,oo PM CONSULT AT I ON GROUP - GINNY CROI~ 

SATURDAY 10,00 AM CR ISIS CLI ~ t C uORKSHOP 

THURSOAY WAY 23 e,oo PM STAFF RAP GROUP 

FRIDAY MAY 24 DEADLINE FOR JUNE NEl"ISLETTER ARTICLES 



THE NEWSL-ETTER 

SEATTLE COUNSELING srr:ff ro\~~~~~7MJNORITIES 

SEATTL(,WASHINGTON 98122 

NOV(l'lBER,1974 

SAl'l'SH(ARING 

Tho-CityofSoet-tlof-loaN.ng(xaraii,orwillconductahcaringonSam.-9 
SUit against""ttio-Salvatfon Aroiy'in tho Public .iorks ConfOrcnc11·Roonf, 3rd floor 
ofthaMunic1palBu1lding,onNovombar22ndat9=00Al'l. 

InDecomborof197J,SamwasfirodfromtheSalvationArmyforboinggay,and 
thio will ba th" fi.nt caso undor tho ne., ordinance protocting aexual minoritioa 
fromdiscrimklationinomplQymont. 

Susan-ofth<.10fficaof11Joman•11Right11(tbo.agancythatinvostigata11discrim­
inatfoninro9ardtosoxandaexual orientation) sai.dth&tt .. o tothroocalh 
aach11onthh11avocomointotheirofficl!aincoth,;,Qrdinancotookoffoct<lneyoar 
ago,butonlyf<.turformalcomphintshaveboenfiledagainatamployors.,h<lar,.· 
chargodwithdiscriminationonthobashofsoxlJaloriontation. Susan will ba 
atthaSeattloCounselingSorvicoonThursday,OctoborJ1stat7,JOPMto 
discuss thia law and the Jlr<>por procoduras to follow if you foal you have bean 
discriminetodageinat. ltisimportentthatinformationregardingthisCity 
Ordinanca ra11chesth,i s,;,xuelmino,itycommunity, Ploasecomeandbring& friend. 

Jtisalsoimpo,tanttoattondSem'aho11ringonNov11mbar22ndtoshowsolidarity 
onthisissua. YourappaarancainacourtroomorinaheeringrOomdoosmeka 
adifferancal 

STArr TRAHHNli 

Allstaffpa_rs11nsandpotenttalstaffporsonsarestronglycncouragedt011ttend 
allscheduledoducationalevents. Theeooducationaladll provide valuable in­
formation about many of tho pr-obleme and varieties oflifostylos you will in­
countor.,hiloworkingat th11 S11attlo Counseling Sarvica, Aaaparaprofossional 
orprofassionalworkinginthaaroaofmontalhealtl'litisyourreaponsibility 
toaoakout a;,muchinformatlonuisavai.labl,.and tokaapyourselfupdatadon 
thotihingsyoudohavoinformationabout, Thisistheonlywaytoprovidegood 
sorvicastothosopaoplowhouaousasrosourcaa. 

Now !:,taff Orientation "(_~ ~ fil 2 -U!!!) Tuesday 11/4-7-10 P/'I 
Tu,.sdoy11/1B-7-10PM 

Alcoholism Thursday 11/14 -7-9\ll'l 
FloraOstro.,,jleteran'sAdmi.nietrationAlcoholismTreatmentUnit 

Religious conflicts relating to se~uality Tu9sday 12/10 - 7-10 P" 
Rev<1randL11rry6aker,KinQCountyMontalHoalthandMentalRatardati.onBoard 

Othorworkshopstoboscheduledincluda.g<lndoridonti.ty,womonincol.nealin9, 
radicalthorapy,aexualdySfl.nctioning,atc. 



SEATTLE COUHSELING SfRVICf'S LOSS OF FJ.!.NOING 

IN TH£ P .. ST KING COUNTV eouo OF MENT .. L HULTH .. No l.ltNT•L RtTAROATION 

H•s 1t£N ➔.n: MAJOR so1111ec OF FUNOI NG FOIi SE ATTL£ COUNSEL I NC Sl11i1 CE .. No I 11-

CIIEASEO OUR FUNO I NC FOR TH£V(AR1974TOlNAILESC$TO•AINTAIHAPOIOOO-

MIN15TIITTIVE STAFF OF tJGNT FtOPLt, THIS l'\JNOr~·G ,-.:cu ON JANUAIIY ·,. 1974 

ANOWASSUIJEeTTORtYltWINJUHt. iTTHATTJME0R,IIIVING-JOHN 

~ ONO QON -01'" KING COUNTV MH/MR8 CAWE TO $CS FOR A FORMAL 

REVIEII OF OUR PltOCRAM, AT TME SAME TI .. E 1 W( HAO SUBMITTED• FIYE VEAR P/10-

JECTCO IUOCET. W!<tN THE COUNTY REVIEW 80ARO OOT TOCCTl!tlt ANO t~AIUN£0 ALL 

OF TH[ PltOGRoMS AND IUDCETS FltOM THE ACCNCICS THEV .. u110, scs IECUI TO lllAlt 

RUWORSTHATWEMAONOTl[lNFUNOEOFOIITHCUPCO,.lNGY[AR 1 1975. \VEOF 

COURSEDION 1TKNOWH0WTlltUC TH1SWASSINC[W[HA0!:!2_$TATEM[NTFlt0MTHE 

BOUO ITSELF, THE NASTV RUWOIIS GOT 7"HICK ANO HCOYV ASOUT TH( POOR REVIEW 

::!::~~o:v B~~: .. !·~~:~o~~:Ll .. UD TH[ /1[[0 FOR OCCURHC ~-GltOEY!N{ lN-

A STAFF P[IISON THtN PLAC(O A CALL TO JOHN -J1' (,ino u,11csEHTUJVt 

FOR l((Ml'Mfl8). l\t SAID THAT TH£ IOUO WENT QV[II ALL OF THE 1\/0C(TS ANO RC­

y IEW$ l N THE I fl M[(T I NC • NO I T WAS OCTERM I NEO THAT SI X OF TH t AC lNC I ES 

THCV FUND HAO T\/ltNEO IN IUDGETS TNAT WCRE vtltv INFLATl:O ANO $0 ,AR OUT o, 

IIEA$0NTN•TTHEIOAROHAO TOTURNTH£,.IACKSOTHCIUDC.CTSCOULD1£ IROUCll'T 

IACK IN LINE. $CS WAS~ Q,t£ o, THE SIX AGENC!£$, THE ltCSULT WAS THAT 

TN[ IOA/10 HAO TO Sn NO TO $CS.!,! !!:.!I~ IUT THE ~IX AGCl<CICS TIIAT W[R£ 

TOLOTOR£-OOTN[IR8UOOETSHADT0HAVC 7"HCWIACKT0 TN£80_.RD IN$EPT­

CMIER 1 ANO TMAT THE POSS! II LI Trts FOR FUND I NC FOIi scs •£!IE STILL THE flt, 

AOID THOT WC WOULD IE INC:L\10[0 IN TN( RCYJEW StT FOIi 5£PTCM8EII. 
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TION THOT THI$ !NPOll!UT/ON WAS CORRECT, ONO THOT THE GIIAP£YIN[ INFORWATION 

WAS F•LSE AND RtACT!ONUV. 

THtCOUR$[0FOUROIR[CTiON ATTHOTTJl,![L[0US."101[GINTH[WORKTHAT 

WE 0[T£11M!RC0H(CESSSRTFOR THCREYt[W IN$(PT[MBtRPLUSFORMINGAGIIANT 

WRl7°1NGCO ... ITT[[. 

INLAT£AUCUSTWEMAOSTILLHC•RMNOTHJNC .. OREFRO .. KCMHr.fl8ANO •T­

TC,.PTSWERE.,,OlATPHONINC00N-TOFINDOUTWHEREWE~TOODINRE­

LATIONTHEREVIEWIH$CPTtM8CR.APTCRMANYCALLSTOMlt.-•NDW£$­

SACES LCFT F~II HIM TO It r N C:ONTACT WI TH us, we Fl NALLV l![AltO PROM l!I M MN 

$£PT[Ml£1t 2}110, WHCN THE MOTTEII OF A IIEVJEW WAS Df'OUGHT UP UO THE INFOR­

MATION GIVER HIM A&DUT TH[ ENTIRE SUBJECT, HE UPLIEO IY SAVING TH•T IT 

WAS CCIITOINl,.T Hi$ l"Pll[SS[ON WE HHI l[EN !Nl'OlltWEO IN NO UNCERTAIN TEii .. $ 

THAT$CSWDUL0NOTICFUNOEOFOllt 1975. INFUIITHEltSTATtMCNT"tSAIOl!E 

WOULOCN[CKWITHTNERtv1cweoAROCHAIRPERSON,Oll.llltYING-•aouT 

AR(VICW9UTAGAINEXPlltESS[OHISLOCKOFOPTl,.15" INT"CGRANTINGOFON£, 

To CATE, IT I $THE FCIL I NC OF T"C ,ow1 NI STRATI VE STAFF AT scs THAT •T 

BEST tHC I NFORM•TI oli Ff'OW Kl NG CouNTV HAS ~CEIi" Vt'°RY POORi.v. ·.;ANOLEr<. we 

1.!.!..!::.i HAYE NOT SC[N A COPV o, TH[ lt(VICW S\IIMITTEOI~- ANO "AV( 

lttN INl'Of'"EOTNATASECONOllt:V1£WIS"NOTNECCSSORV," 

Wt FEEL HUT KtNG COUNTY MENT•L HCALTH/ MENTAL RCTAROAT!~N BDA/10 

SH0\/LDSENOU$ACOPYOFQR,_SR£VIEWANOTMATASCCOIIOR(VIEW 

IC AIIRANCEO •s ~u t CKLV AS POss, BLE. 

GIV[N TH( FACTS AIOUT TM( LOSS o, FUNOI NG ANO TH( GltCAT LAC~ OF COW­

IIUNJ C~TI ON ON THE PART OF l(t NC COUNTY, WE Af'( ASKJ NG THAT .. C .. 9£RS OF THE 

COIIMUNITY-.RIT£LCTT£RSTOKIIIG COUNTY 80AIIOO,t.1tNTALHEALTM. 

TM[RC IS ~O OTM(R ESTABLISHCO ACENCV IN THE KING COUNTV ARCA TMAT MU 

AUCNTALHEALTMPROCRAMFORSCXUAL .. INORITllSo 



SCSdcliv11rssuniqu11s11rvic"thetmustn0t11nd. Hy0uhaveus11daurs11r­
vic11orha1111s fri11nd,.h0has, itisvaryinp0rtsnt th11t you.,rit11toKin9 
CountyandletthemknowthatyouwantSCStocontir,uaitse<>rvicodelivery 
programt0th11nxual11in0rityp11<>pleofKir,gCour,ty. 
Youcans·er,dlattersto. relixReisner(Chairperson) 

Kin; Count; Mental H11alth/J•\1mtsl Retsrdatior, Board 

S11attle,weshingtor, 98109 

PleasoSandaCopytous. rur,din9Comrnitte11 
Saattle Cour,slllir,g Servico for ~axual Mir,orities -Soattla,Washir,gtor, 98122 

Ir, addition, "'" are planning on ettenoing tho next King County Mental Health 
Board meeting to l"t them kno'" ho"''"" faal and to demand a second rovim", every­
body should sho'" up .,ith us if they possibly can. The meeting is in room 400 of 
thaKingCountyCourthouse,S16JrdAve.at2·30PP1. IfyoucanpossiblyOoit, 
comewithus, .. onoeOasmanypeoplotharesupportinguseswocanget. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEOCO f I I Pa,ticulerlywomen encl ethnic minorities. There are 
several volunteer positions open at Soettle co.,nsaling S11rvice. Ir yo" are io­
tor<Jst.,d, plaaso call A.,dy Cotten orChuck-at 329-8737. The positions 
include: 

71o-persor,counselorsduringovoninghours(6-10P,n) 
11 Talephonecounselors,hoursvary 

Offica..orkor,hoursoptional 

Ifyouaroastudont,y0umaydofieldplacementfromthe1Jniversityoranum­
b11rofotheraoucationalinstitutionsinthegr011tarSeettlearea. 

Arogularmen•sgrnupwJ.llb11meetingetartin90ctot,er30th,andcvarybJednosday 
thereafterat?,JOPM. ltwillboanongoinggroupformentorolateopenlyend 
honestly "'ith each othec, to give oach other support, to explore se~uality, and 
todoslwithmale/fomalo roles. further, a group project isplanneO that all 
participating momborswill decideanO work on together. The goalB of such a 
prnjoct will bo to provida e service to th11 c=i.mity and to use it as a basiJ 
todavolop,oaltrustanOcomrnitment. 

Ifyou11roint11rastsdandwillingtomakeacommitmant0ftim11anden11rgy,call 
ChrisOarling(329-8737)orcomotoagroupmo11tingatth11Seattl11Counsaling 
Service. 



Boginnin11the .. eakofNovaaber11th, Seattl•Counsolin11Servico forSGxudftin.­
oritieai••tartingaauJJeJOrtiva rapgr<>up rorboth tca,alo tolQ.la8ndaaleto 
romale tunssoxuala ,.hich.,ill tJ.aheld at S11attleCoun•l!loin111119annd•y Night 
at7.30PM,Ptovan\bor13th. CallRudyorC,.yn(329-B737)tor1110r11inror,nation, 
lo'Oareahoplanningtobe11inaaerieaofapnkingon11ageaantaregudingdit­
torent an1aa ot tranaeaxuallty, having individual prohasionala dealing With 
thoir fl.old au,;:h aa aurgary, enaocrinol°'jy, olectroloata, hol'!IIOnes, ate. 

TROUBLE:AHE:A07 

Paopla,withourlossortundingmuchmoraoonrnonityaupµ<irtiedosperataly 
noadodl Ther11are ■anyita.a1thatSCSn■ ,;1a1. TtiaHinclud11. anykindot 
otrico 1uppliaa - papar, p1me, pencile, aieeo atoncila, atampa, etc.; a 1100d 
Castetnor,ninoomachine- ours ia getting old and dying rut; ana orcoursa, 
l'ONEY. Plaaae, plaaaehelpineny way you can. If you care to donateANYTHING­
dropitbySCS, orgivouaacallat 329-8737. 

Agroupotpoopla, partidlyrRada~orpeople...,o.,orkatSCS, metdleu,,mer 
toorganizeatadicaleducational aeries for•cxu■ l01inoritie1 calledAdam•s 
RibandDtharriba, ltatt11n,;lanco iaanyindicationoraucc-■ait iaindeeda 
aucaas. Thora .. aro 30poop,laat the rtrst class andovor40 at each tollowin,;i 
class. 

The first t""'u-■iona,;lilcusuer;ltria roun<1stioneof ra,;licalthought..,dd,;ivolopo,;I 
ara,;licalanalyd•ofthtl rootaorsexualoppreuion. Thathit'd talked about 
thaaarly ■atriarchal sociatiesana thuiraubaaquontoverthro.obypatriarcl'lal 
1yet11ma. The fourth clan aK11111ined the oppnnion of H><ual minoritios und~r 
fuudelism11ndsarlycapit1US11andtalkad11bouttheesrlyJu,;lao-Chriatianroota 
ofaa><ual opprenlon, tha ideas that wareuaua by the Catholic Churcha1an 
ucusa toslau9"targ.ayw011111nand111en,;luringtl'leltiddlaAges, Tho fifth and 
ebthseosionstrac11dthehi8toi-yoftheg1ymove111ent tro11thaCof1!1anmovMant 
boginnin,;iin1864tothecurrenttrendainthecontamporary1111y010v111nant, 

Ttioclaoaaaareheldet?,OOPnonrrt,;1ayavoningsattheCapitolHill!'lath­
odistChurch,at16thAvonuean,;l(astJohnStraot. 

Thor.,.ainingclancsare. 
~DV. 1: ThaHer■ toryandCurrent tnue1ofth0La1blsn-F•inistl'lov-nt 

JtDV. B. Race, ClHsandSoK, Tho tntarcorv,ection btOppunion 

NOV.1S: Radical Roun,;ltable-A for,... otLaftiat Croups Preaontand,;lhcuos 
thoir position, on Sexual PUnorltio, 

N'DV. 23 (S.t); \,flat Is To Bo Oona·/ Analldaycla&1witha rouai,igeveningparty 

The coat 11 5011' par aeo&ion and chUdcare is provide,;!. rorM>ro infcro,ation call 
thoCayCa.,unityCenterot322-2000, SeettlaC01.naoUn9Serviceot 329-8737, 
orPatrickHaggertyat324-JS'71. 



Til.K[NOTE 

SEATTlE COUltS(LING POTLUCK OJNlt(R - Nova .. ber 3rd, Sunday at 2:00 Pm. Call 

~:;~h!l!o~r(:~.~O::h1~;0:-!!~nit ~;=~~one•a invited - br1nQ 

Soatth Co111eelin; Sarvi,;o Benefit- Sunday, Oecr;l!lber a, rroa Noon to l'llclnight 
,1.000on11tion-11tShelly'•L<J01, C•ll 329-8737for1110rainroNUtion. 

CI/ERGR((N (XPR(S~ 

Thorah11omethingn11WinPublicArf11fr11onKING-TII, Jt 1 1111weeklyh11lf-hour 
s;,rogruinnew1 rot1111t calledEvar<;irscn(xprcss. Each ahowconsiataof fiva 
~~ si~ 10991ent1 in an effort t<> ,..ka important 1111ent11 11impl11, acquainting 
dirfcrant typoa of PG:Clplo with dHferant ypoa of pacpla. Cvargncn (xpron, 
by it'a fomat, could be conpand to "60 J'linutea" - only Cvorgraen ii much better. 
The ahow hmoro on II Regional focus, andquito contemporary, rrank Tencur, 
producer, adltorandhoat, haoputmuch time, enargyaM foelinginto(vergraan, 
His talont in uaing contemporary,.usic with film is unmatchod. All that can bo 
s11idisWATCHIT-Ssturdsys,1:00Pl'l,ChannolS-andh11r .. •s.,hatyou•llaoa. 

NOii 2 NaturalChildbirthClinicatCou,ntryOoctor 
511ndl'oint0ob11t11 
SnohOffli ■hCountyJail-5uicidos 

NOV 9 h'orthwoatSeniorCitizan•scenter 
8uhav1or/'kldification 
OffbeatTriptothePublicl'lark11t 

h'OV16 ChildAbuse-withJanAlston 
(l'\or•jBoh11111orl'lodification 
Nohe Pollution 

Lo111;1 ••• it•, a tr,.ondou1 force. Peoph oxperienca 1011!linaanydirrarent 101ys, 
l'□w orten do you ,.u:>t ■OIH!ono th•t aakea you 90 CLICK! The roay they look or act, 
orjust ■CJ11&11ibrationyoupickup, Vibrationsofaanyreel1ng1are1111111n1t,d 
frocanoarlyovarlthinganthisplanet. On&thingyou11ightnoth111eob111rv11<1, 
or.,i9htnoth11v,thoughtof1111h111ill9faclin9sare ••• PLANTS. Plant■ar•li11-
ing, they eat, thoybr&11thO,th1ty grOII, thoyhllve f[(LINGS. wt11mw1111 tha lllllt ti119 
you touchot:I • plant? \itlen WIIII tha lnt th1a you talked to• plant? !Jhy not 
try it•; Thero, 11111y ba aany planta looking for a wal'QI fricmt:lly hoq, l'llyba 
you, too, willoxporianceth11axcite,..nt ofaplantJ~ing out at you, or 
acrolllfti~g 1t you 811ying, "TAK[ l'I( HOl'l(,ft Why not visit your leafy friende, 
Visit Candy, Jeri, and Robert, too, at, .. 

ON 6ROA0WAY' 

325-6511 
11Af'l-9Pl'I 

they'lllovoyou. 
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