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88 IFGE CONVENTION PREVIEWS 

General announcement: The sessions are being taped, so that 
Convention Proceedings can be transcribed and published. Copies of 
last year's Proceedings are available for your inspection. We hope to 
make this year's transcribed Proceedings even better. This is a 
significant and important outcome of the Convention, needless to say. 
Your c1:1-operation is requt-sted: pl ;:_.as•.? I isten to at1d fc1l I ow the 
instructions o~ the moderator of each session regarding use of 
microphones. Please speak clearly, at reasonably slow pace and high 
vol urne, 1..Jhen .:::1sking questions or rf1~1k:i.ng •:ornments th.at 1..Ji I l go int•:• t~1e 

record. Please let a member of the Convention staff know if you wish 
~K· t t o b ..:~ :L d en t i ~ i ·~ d b y n .:ui-1 e i n t h e Pr ..::i c •.? •.? d i n ·:::i <.::: • 

Special Notices: 

'.,·Ji v e s , S i g n i f i •: an t 0 t h e ·r- s : •: on t ;;::, i: t 1'·1 a ·r- i ! )'Ti Fr- an k i rn fl'1 e cl i at e I y , f c1 t· 
information about special get-togethers, including Wednesday evening. 

Transsexual Special 
discuss 8-10 AM Special 

I n t el'" est G Y cup : c on t a ct Ki rf1 Ht:· I I m .an , t o 
Sessions and othel'" possible get-together-s. 

San Fl'"ancisco Convention Pl'"e v iew: 
PM Thursday, to preview the 1989 IFGE 
San F·r- anc i sc 1:1. 

ET'v'C wi I : host a 
Convention, which 

Y e 1: (;>pt i on , 4 - 7 
wi I I be he Id in 

Evt.•ryone: fcil l1::w info·(mation in daily ne1..Jsletter, and p1:1sted 1:1n 
C1:1nv..:-nt i 1:1n Bu I I t-t in Bc1ar d f 01" an noun 1:: emt:·nt ·::; 1:1 f Spt-1: i a I Pr ogr ans and 
Events. Set- Convention staff if you wish to have a special program 
o·( ·~2H1 i;:: t-d. 

Previews of Non-Professional Sessions 

C:Note: fc1r ciutl ines c1f Helping Prc1fessional F'roorar11s see the 
Descl'"iption writeup, available at the Registl'"ation table. Convention 
membe~s who wish to attend one or more of these sessions, on an 
individual basis, should consult Convention staff; they should keep in 
rfiind that they wi 11 be pl'"t-sent a·:; an obs2rver-, n1:1t ci.s a participant.) 

Session 1 Thu 8-10 AM Special 
F'I east:- watd1 Bui I etin Boar-d, 

Programs TBA. Nothing scheduled yet. 
Daily Newsletter. 

Session 2a,2b,2c Thu 10-11 AM, 11-12 AM and 2-3 PM How to Form an 
Organ i :::at i 1:1n. Mod(;>r- at or 

--------' and 
Tht- I ogii:::i.I I ..:,.ad-,:, ff 

Creating and Maintaining, 

Gloria Peters, panel members 

for the confel'"ence, Session 2a, subtitled 
addresses the birth pains and sur-vival issues 

that each of our community's organizations have confronted and that 
future groups must face. A Ieng-term objective is tht- creation of a 
permanent refel'"enct- on how to form and maintain an organization. Panel 
rn e rf1 b er s w i I I ·r e v i e w t he e ;,; per i enc e c1 f t he i r or g an i z at i on s , and r esp o ti d 
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to questions from the audience. 10-11 AM. 
Session 2b, subtitled Outreach, seeks to put together a list of al 

pc.-::; s i b I e ways t •:• ·r e a•: h p C• t en t i a : n e ,,... rn em be "r' s . 0 u t r ea c h i ~:; n at u r a I I y 
the rnajor human i t arian goal of our organizations, but it is also a 
survival issue, as an organization mµst grow to above-critical size to 
achieve the resources it needs to survive. The panel wil I review what 
has worked and what has not worked for their organizations, and 
interact 1..Ji th the audienct.· . 11--·12 AM. 

Thursday Lunch. Eat in fashionable surroundings in the cornpany cf 
be;;;·lutifu l pt:-c•p!E·. Thursda.y' ·::; speaker· is Mer· isS2°l Sherril I Lynn, •..Jho has 
thought more about the need for IFGE and the rnission of IFGE than any 
ot he ·( cf c•ur •: c•mmun it y' ·::; ! eader- s. Mt-r i ssa wi ! I be int r- odu•:: ed by 
Virginia Prince, to whom !ast year 's Convention was dedicated, and who 
!·1 •::• I d s t h •:. -=·· I I -- t i mt' r· f~ •: or d for t h '2· ri"1 •:•st d a u ght .,,. r s ( ·::;ever- .::1 I h u n d r e d .::\ t 
!ast count) . [Of the cost of these lwnch~s to Convention me mber s, $10 
is paid by a special fee and the remainder is financed by the 
Convention.] 

Sessi o n 2c, subtit!ed Problem Solving Rap Groups, continues and 
c •:• n •: ! u d es t h e 1-J.:, ,,,. t •: • F •=• ·r r1·1 an 0 ·r- g an i z at i on s es s i ·=• n s . P l an A 1,.,1 i I I b t.· t ·=· 
hav e only a single rap group, consisting of the panel interacting with 
the audience in a question / discussion period, terminated by a brief 
sum-up by the pane! member s. Howe v er if there is a demand, Pl an B ~i ! ' 
be fed 1 1:• 1..Jt.·d, unde·r 1..Jhic~-: a subgrbup wi I split off to discus.s ::•rH; •:•r 
more special issues. 2-3 PM Thursday. 

Session 3 Crossdressinq Panel is a logical early session to help 
define the central territory of the Conventic•n; interesting tc• al I, and 
a must for anyone inexperienced in the cross-dressing paraculture. The 
rn oder at or w i I I b t.· Li n d a Fr an k , and t he pan e I ,,... i ! I i n •: I u de 

, and The panel mernbers wil 
tel I a I ittle about themselves, and how crossdressing has impacted 
their I ives, and •...ii I I interact with the audience. 2-3 PM Thursd2,y. 

St~ ·::;si•:•n 4 Special Interest Rap GroLtps: Ci) : First session c•n D~(S, 

ri-1oderated by Tara Teni I I e. Tbis is an educational session fc•r the 
general public rather than an in-group meeting. It was decided that 
more than the one #18 Saturday session is needed to develop this 
irnpartant, e x tensi v e and complicated subject. See Session #18 for 
further description. (2): [No other rap group scheduled at the time 
of this w·ritingJ. 3-4 PM Thursday. 

Session 5 Religi o us Aspect s . Mo der ated by Sister Mary Elizabeth, 
of the Community of Saint Elizabeth . Panel members Veronica Brown, 
Merissa Lynn, Diane Dixon (?), Sharry Taylor, What 
religious problems arise for mernbers of the TV / TG / TS community? How 
can t hey b e dea lt wit h~ 3-4 PM Thursday. 

Thursday Di nnt-r, "On Yo ur Own". 

S ess i o n S Marketing. Moder ated by Mau r een Taylor . P anel rnember s 
Yvonne Cook e, JoAnn Roberts, Brenda Atwater, Olivia Jensen. The 
merch a ndi s e in questi on in c ludes our clubs a nd organizations; our 
meet i n g s , f a i ·r ·::; , •: on vent i on s ; o ur ri"1 a g a z i n e s , n €:' w ·::; I et t er s , 



3 

pub! i·:2ti •::rns; :•ur t·.:.·ft-r··ral servict-s, ho"'::! ine:;, pt-t-r support. Tht­
customers include al I of us, al I who need us, and al I others who art-
pot en t i a I I y he I p f u I i n any •.,Jay t o •:• Ll ·r •: au s e . 
market more effective!y? 7-9 PM Thursday. 

How can we reach this 

(Thursday evening socia! activities, 9-? PM) 

Friday Fe-b. :25 

Ses·5i•:•n 7 Spe•:i.:i.I F'r"oc:p.-am·::;: 1). TS Gr•:.up, ~<im Hel lr1·1an •:•rganiz•.:-r. 
The first of two special sessions for those interested in TS issues, 
this •,,1i I I focus on shc:\t· i ng inf Qr mat ion cin t her ap i st·:::;, h•:1r rf1Qne·::;, I ega. I 
i s sues , et c . 2 ) • ( n Q c1 t her spec i a I pt- o g ams a. t h i s d at e ) • 8- 1 0 AM 
Friday. 

Se~sion 8 Communications: Co-prese~ tors Naomi Owens and Eve 
Burchert. Public speaking is the tQpic here, and long-term objectives 
include developing a manual on public speaking on crQss-dressing 
issues, and the establishment of a National Speakers' Bureau. How can 
we best present ourselves on radio, te!evisicn, to reporters, 
ht- a I t h -c a ·r e p r o f •.? s s i on c\ I meet i n g s , t o 1:1 r· g a. n i ;: at i on s , c o I I e 1;::i e ·:; .. ::, 
e:i;citing, and •:1ur futurt- dignity and 1..J•.?! !-being a. ·;-e at staki:.·. 
learn from a duo with fabulous depth of successful experience. 

It~:; 

C1:1rn<::.- and 
10-12 

Friday Lunch. Eat and SQCialize graciously, and hear an address by 
Dr. Richard F. Docter, Professor of Psychology, Director of the 
National Gender Project, and author of Transvestism and Transsexualism: 
A Social-Cognitive View. Doctor Docter wil ! speak on Models for the 
devt.·I oprf1ent of gt-nder identities. He wi I I bt- intrc1duced by Linda 
McKim, editor of CHIC Diary. 

Session 9 Networking. Moderated by Linda McKirn, with panel members 
J 1:• Ann e F: ob c- ·r t s , ~< i m He I I man , 0 I i vi a Jens t- n 2. n d G I 1:1 r i a Pet er s . H C"..J c an 
our various groups help each other, and, by working together and 
sharing information and resources, do a better job of serving our 
community as a whole? What role can new technologies Ceg. computer 
bulletin boards) play--::· H•:1w can plain 1:1ld-fashioned cor:"irf1unication and 
1:0--c1perati1:1n b•.? fostered·-::· What role sh1:1ul d IFGE, as an LHi"1brel I a 
organization, play? It is envisioned that ideas developed in this 
sessiQt1 wi I I turn into action items at the final Open Forurt"1, sessic1n 
20. 2-4 PM, Friday. 

Session 10 Significant Others. Moderator Marilyn Frank, panel 
members , , This 
arti 0:ul ,_=ite gt-oup •,o,1i I I tt.·I I a I itt I e abi:iut themselves, their histi:•ries 
and experience, and interact with the audience. How can we express how 
important the underlying issues are to us, and how much we depend on, 
value and appreciate the help and support of our loved ones? How can 
we serve both our own needs and the needs of those closest to us? 2-4 
F'M Fri day. 

(Session I I Dt-ag. FI Panel has been cat11:el ed). 

Fri day Dinner, 11 1:1n Your 0 1,o,1n 11 • 
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Session 12 Newsletter Production. Moderator JoAnn Roberts, panel 
members Gloria Peters, Li nda McKim, Jan Rupard and The 
News.: ettt.··r is the basi•: p ·r·:•rf1otion and cofi'1r11uni •:::iti•:•n inst·rurf1ent within 
an organization, and in addition has important possibilities for 
inter-group networking. This session brings together experienced 
n e w s I to t t t< r p r •:• d u c tor s;. <H1 d .,, d i t ::• r s , 1...1 h •:• ,,.,, i I I n o t C• n I y ·r e v i t:• w t h e 
functi ons and values of newsletters, but a!sc lead us through the 
technical matters involved in n ews letter design and production. 7-9 PM 
Friday. 

Session 13 Peer Support. Moderato r Ginny Knuth, pane! member s 
Heather Peerson, Kim Hei Iman, How shou!d 
first contacts with newcomers and pote~tial new members be handled? 
What suppo~-t is. needed_ aft·.:-·r a ne•.,;corf1er b<;;:'•:omes a membi~ ·r- (''inreach' 1 )·-::· 

What o utside ser v ices can an d should an organization maintai ~ ? How 
about Significant Others? Lining up retail establishments? Activities 
out there in the world? Outreach? How can the necessary personnel be 
recruited, trained and kept enthusiastic? What types of services 
·3h1:0u Id nr:it bt.- at t efi'lpt t.-d'-::• Corne :::i.nd f L n d C•Ut 7-·::i PM Fri day. 

Sat ur· d.:=•. y Feb. .-,-, 
..:... .-

Sessi•:•n 14 Speci2. I F"r-og1rams: 1) TS Gr-oup, r::: irt'1 Ht.-1 lrnan c•rganize·r. 
The second of two special sessions for those interested in TS issues, 
this ,,.,,i 11 be a rap sessic•n with the participants doit1g rnc•st of the 
talking. As a special, the E.T.V.C. Article Library, which contains a 
wide variety of relevant articles and can provide reprints at norninal 
cost, wil I be made available to participants. 8-10 AM Saturday. 

Session 15 Counseling Techniques. 

--------' ' , 
Panel 

What 
can counseling provide, and who can benefit from it? What different 
sorts of counselors and styles of counseling are available out there? 
How can one find a counselor or therapist with experience and a good 
trac k record in working with the TV/TG/TS community? Is finding a 
c•:•unse I or or therapist necessar i I'./ .3 garne •:•f 11 b Ii nd rnan' s b I u ff 11 , c•r 
are there ways to shop around, assess alternatives and select 
knc•wing I y? Can one graceful I y "tr-y out 11 a •:c•unsel or, and when should 
one consider terminating? These issues , rather than any attempt to 
t r a i n I a y •: o u. n s e I or s , 1 ... 1 i I I be t h .::· f o c us o f t h i s s e s s i c• n • 1 0- 1 2 AM 
Saturday. 

Session 16 Positive Ac tion. Moder ator Ali son Laing, panel rnernbers 
Jan Rupard , , , How can we, 
ind i v'i dua I I y and wo·r king t oget he·r in C•Lir gr i:•ups , bet t t:·t· pr oj e•: t a 
po·;,i ti ",te i m.::1ge in •:•u'i,. int er .3c ti c•n s; with S•:": i et y, and espec i a I I y with 
th~ media? How s h ou ld we rea c t on the one hand to cornp lirnent s , on th e 
i::t h t.·r hand t o negat ive •: r it i c i srn·-::· H•:••..J shou I d •.Je hand I e •:,ur se I \/es •.vh e n 
we go public? How can we influence society to regard u s favorably? 
l,Jhat a I I i t:•s ·::;hou 1 d we sef'~k ·-::· What r o I e can IFGE p I ay·-::· 10-12 AM 
Saturday. 



Saturday Lunch. 
Christine Jorgensen. 
E l izabeth. 
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An unforgetable 
Christine wi 11 

occasion, crowned by an 
be introduced by Sister 

address by 
Mary 

St-ss ion 1 7 Tr <:•.n ·5s•.=' :.·, ua I F' an f:' I • M·:·d ·~-t" at •:<r ~:: i rr1 He I I man, pane I 
Sist e r Mary Elizabeth, Veronica Brown, 

rr1emb er s 
Th.;.. 

puipose of this session is to hav e some a r ticwlate people of this gro u p 
t.::.·I i a I itt I e about tht.·mst-1 vt-s, atid intera•:t •..Jith the audietKt-. What 
are the special needs of transsexuals, how do they fit into our total 
community, and how can our tota! community better relate to those 
needs~ 2-3 F'M Saturday. 

Session 18 Dorr1inance and Subrnissi•:•n ( D ~, s :> . Modt-rator Ta.ra Tetii I I e, 
p 2.n <:tl r.-1t-r.-1b.;..r=:; At.wt:·! i_a , _...L.j._rid<:t Mit c h..::-1! 1 t~ l_j.· :ia Lidl:L and Mt-rissa Lyn ~: . 

~·.~er 1:1nE- ( net E- \/.:-?n the- p .=t nt_Af ~) kn 1:11.,.J s;. '"..Jht·7t h -.:." · .. - ·1·· ,- . · : .::.~. : ! t h i·5 D ~ .. :S 7 B~·: D, •:1 ·'."-

S&M, but it refers to threads that run through al I of our lives. The 
p ~rpose o f the session is educational - continuing the introduction 
t h at was begun in Thursday afternoon's Session #4. A g r oup for whom 
D ~' S h as b t.• +? n an i r11 p or t an t p a ·r t •:• f I i f e ,,... i ! I t t- I I a I i t t I •.? ab out t h i s 
e xtensive and complicated subject, and i n tera~t with the audience. A 
v aluable chance to learn about this important and little-understood 
ar·e-=-·· of human beha\..-i •:·i-- , ctbout 1 ... 1hi ·:h .::ii I c• f us shou l d be knc«.Jlt:·d •:;iea.b le . 
3-4 F't'-1 S~1 t L "( d .:3.y. 

Saturday AWARDS DINNER - beginning at 7 F'M, with a receiving line 
to meet and greet our guests of honor, and cash bar. Dinner at 8 PM. 
Awards Ceremony starting at 9:15, Naomi Owens presiding, to honor the 
second recipient of the Virginia Prince Distinguished Service award. 
Ft-st i vi i es ,,... i I I c c1 n t i nu e u n t i I l I F' M , f o I I ow i n g ,,... h i c h y 1:• u a r e " on yo tu 
O',..' tl" - have fun, da·r I i ng 1 

Sunday Feb. 28 

Session 19 Special Programs . 8-10 AM Saturday. None scheduled to 
date, p ! ease con s-,u I t dai I y news I et t er and bu I ! et in board. H·:•we·,,1er: we 
need volunteers to assist participants of the Helping Professionals 
program, who are to appear at least partially cross-dressed amd rnade up 
at their Saturday morning session. This should be fun, and in a good 
cause! Let a Convention staff member know if you are willing to 
assist. 

Session 20 Open Forum. Moderated by our IFGE Founder and Managing 
Director Merissa Lynn. The objects of this final session are to 
consolidate any new insights and directions coming out of the 
Conv.: .. nt ion, and espt.•c i a I I y t C• give direction to I FGE - to inst ·r LI•: t I FGE 
h o•,..1 to serve our cornmunity, •,..1hat to dc,, h •: 1•,..1 to play a rcil e of umbrel I a 
organization most effectively and producti v ely. How can IFGE help you, 
help your local organization? How can IFGE help build dignity for our 
•: 1:•ri"1munity1 for us, for· al I huma.nki n d ·-:· And, c·f •:•:·u·rse, how can ne >·; t 
year's Convention be even better than this year~s? On to San 
F ·r a~, c i s c ei 1 




