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Family Building By Imagination* 
by ]oan ne -

a p rson, I ha a ba ic human n cl to b 
conn ct d to other p opl . But a a tmn s xual, J 
r aliz cl a long tim ago that th conn ction I had 
w r not r lntionships on which I could count. ( t 
least not most of them- om p ople have ur-
pri <'cl m ). Thi point h b n clriv n hom to m 
many tim during th pa t tw year , and I hav 
·om up with m own s lution to thi probl m. 
L t m xplain. 

Coming Out ... 
ng of 39, I " nail co min to t rm 

with • • o ff e and confusion b acc<'pt-
in m an unl . I wn with what 
I h cl rib a birth a mal 
b nsid<', in all the pt c it 
co 1 mind,. 0111 , h d spirit), I wa a 
girl. bom a mal , I hid what I ~ It 
r rorn ti ,at rntttt r cl to I ·au I knew 
from their acli n .mcl comm at l would not 
b b • them if l told howl r ally~ It 
a If. ·011nds familiar , n't it? o, pN-
sonal rdatronships were sonlC'thing which I tried to 
avoid like tire• plaru '. I t·ould u uall_ pla • th r le of 
a ··gu •," hut I wasn't a h\a} , sue e • ful. I C'\'<' ll fo11nd 
111ysdf 111arriC'cl (for 15 year ·!), but I ·' knew" cl <'P 
cl wn inside that I wa li,·ing a Ii h prett' nding to 
b m thing I wasn't. So I clecicl <l to follow m 
heart • nd start being what I reall ' wa . 

I finally . drnitt cl to df that I w a tmn -
sexual and, as goin to cda be livin as a 
woman. I mo c-d out o own, and left m 
and son I hi 1 I cl 1other and 
broth r. p , told th r t of 
the mpl r n told , major m t-
ro1 litan , t old t of the 
world). l 1 d tuall told 
on of m v w ut." nail . in 
Jul of ti an living and working full-
tim as a I in man wa s, I ha e n v r 
been happier. 

\\ hat has thi co t m ? I m m t fri nd, 
m cl although l v co • 1 

m r lationship. w ty g -
\ us (but I ha e fa.1 ta h r, 
it will g t bettC'r). r lation hip with , 

-. ho pa cl awa thi ar. w train d and 
di tant during th I, ar of . br th r 
has not talk d tom o r cl a half, x-

for cl aling with our mot ath and subsc-
ntl with h r tat (a fnn f sa ing that 
alked about plitting up h and paying off 

I bill ). but nothing Is .. L I half of th 
(f. w) hom J had con to b friends , 
, nd I hur ·h. In man felt alone-
totall alone. 

Make ew Friends & K p (Some) of th Old ... 
But I w, n't olon . I still had some of\ hat l call 

my "cartyov r" fri nd - ou know, the on.I tru 
fri nds I a tuall had in that "old lifi " who hav car­
ri d ov r to m n w lifi . r was al o making n w 
ri nd at work and in my upport group. J was just 

t o bu. dealing with tran ition, cl pr ssion, finan­
cial, pou al , par nt. I, ph sical he, Ith , trncl 
homel n ss-r lated problems to . it. 1 tnmsi­
ti n has had a \·ety fr ing <'ffc ton my spirit, and I 
b gan to lh· with a ong in my h ,11t and,, a p -
ial friend ha told rnc-, "with a t\\'inkle in m I c-y ... 
r, to quott' thc- old chiklr<'11 • song, r began to "l<·t 

m , little light . hin :· Pcopl began to c tht> \ on-
cl rful p r. on that I alway hop<'d was in id of me, 
but wa too afraid to I t out into th , orld for ~ ar 
that h would get b atcn up and tos cl nwa . nee 
l r uli,. •cl that I had th sc friend , and that th 
lo d m<' with all of m wart and quirk , and that 
th w r ·ticking with m r gnrcll<' of what I wu 
going through, I started to hO\ wond rful lifo 
c 11ld r oil be. 

logan ... 
d and fomil ur tw dif-

fer nt s. fter I uc fomil wa 
I r aliz cl that ther ngs that J was 

r going to mis . Thi present for 
1 and n ph ws { sp ; holiday din-

continuecl on page 6 

• With apologies to the group ''Families doptiug 
'hildr n • v rywh ·re (F CE), who run un xcel­

lent d uss for pro pe tiv adoptiv pur nt called 
"Family Buildiug Throug\1 Adoption•·. 
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~ Chapter & Affiliate Information b 
{Jrnptcrs 

Delaware 

Wilmington D lawar : m ts 
second aturda of ach month. " rit 
for info to: P Box 5656, Wilmington, 
D 19 0 . 

Penn ylvania 

Great r Philad lphia: \\ rit R -
nuissanc P , . 7 Id Eagl hool 
Rd., uit 719, \Vayne, Pa. 190 7. 

ts third aturday of th month in 
King of Prussia. Doors op n pm all 
y ar 'round. aJI 610-975-9119 for in­
formation . 

Low r u qu hanna all y: 
Writ R nais anc L V, Box 2122 
Harrisburg, P 17105. I t on th 
first aturda of th month. all 717-
7 0-1 L (7 0-157 ) for location and 

Aftiliates 

California 

Orang ounty: Po,,de r Puff of 
nli fo mia, PO Box IO , Yorba inda, 

92 6, or cmail to <ppoc@aol.com> 

Connecticut 

Bridg w Ha n: 
conn ti c/o D ni e M. on, 
P Box 2 on, T 06460. 

onthl 

Georgia 

tlanta: Th m rican Educational 
ender Infom1ation r.ic { E I ). 

P Bo 33724, D catur, 30033-
0724 or call 04-939-0244, or mail to 
« l gis@mindspring.com >. I nforma­
tion r sour es & r ~ rrals. 

Atlanta: tlanta ende r fa.-plora­
tions ( . . ' .), P Box 77562, tlanta, 

30357, 404-939-212 

Illinois 

hicago: Th hicago nd r o-
ciety, P Box 57 5, hicago, I 
60657, 70 -749-1202. 

Louisiana 

w Ori an : Th ulf nd r 
AJlianc , P Box 70213, , Or-
I ans, LA 701 7-1300, 504- 33-30 6. 

y: Monmouth/ 
Oc ,( M T ), writ 
PO • k, J 07701 or 
call -9094. 

ewYork 

Manhattan: Metropolitan nd r 
twork ( G ), writ 561 Hudson 

t. , Box 45, w York, Y 10014 or 
call 201-794-1665, xt. 332. 

Long I land: , York IR & 
Partn rs, PO Box 456, nt r ach, Y 
11720, all 516-732-5115 for info. 

Long I land: Long I land Femm 
xpre sion (LIF '), P Box 3015, 

Lak Ronkonkoma, Y 11779-0l47. 

Oklahoma 

ntrnl Oklahoma : 
it part of the ntral klahoma 

T ran g ncl r lliance ( ' T ). on­
tact, Rachel- · P. . Box 575, 

orman, 73070. 

Penn ylvania 
Lehigh a lJ /Pocono ar a: 

orth n t m Pa. Transgender lli -
ance, 1EJYf , meetings on the sec-
ond aturda of th month in th 

llento, n area. all for dir tions ancl 
mor<" information, 610- 21-2955. 

South J rs y Residents 
A lll}W 11 nuissnnct, ff\liute is 

forming in South Jt•rse to replace 
the old South Jn ey .haptrr. 
Fom1crSJ lead r, Terri - is 
heading up tbe rcorgani1.ation ·/fort. 
She may be reached after 6:00 PM 
at 609- (ask for Tom). 

As soon (ts a new mec.•hng location 
is verified, tliere ,,.,;u he a mC' ting 
notice ent out to a.II form<.•r SJ 

haptcr members. 
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© 1995, R nuissan Education Asso­
ciation, lnc., 9 7 Id • agl hool 
Rd., uit 719, \ ayn , Pa. 190 7. 
Plume: 610-915-9119 

2 p r issue, $20 p r y ar (12 issu s). 
Ba k issues ar availabl for 2 per 
copy plus $0.52 postag and handling. 
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dr ss , att ntion: B th arshall. 
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Bn ine s Manager 
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editor are alway ' w leome. Id for ar­
Licl I nnd opinion pi ces should be nt lo 
our editorial office care of B n is ance, 
PO Bo S30, B nul m, P . 19020-0530. 
Or use email to <ben alem@q,c,1.com>, 
Complim ntnry d ir t I tten to th 
editor may be , nt to th am addr ~. 

B nai anoo i a S0l(c)[3] non-profit orga• 
ni7.ation providing dnention and support 
lo th trnn gender eommnni and th 
gen ra l publi . If 011 would like to make a 
I -d duetibl d nation, make }0111' ch ck 
or 1.0., pa blc to Benai an and end 
ii lo our alionnl office. 'four conlribn• 
lioru ill h Ip u conlinue our efforts lo 
provid ducalion about traru nd r ;.s. 
n . Donation n al o be mnd through 
onr local oiled l ay agen . 
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h, thC' powc-r of the nwdia. Jenny 
I. wrote in In t month nncl asked if 

anybod had cvC'r heard of a t levi ion 
how called The glie t girl /11 Town. 

Well, it sound d kind of familiar but 
you know how hard it can b to re­
membc-r those cars in th<' late ixtics. 

. o. oonN had the issue' gon to 
press {actual! ii had made it to the 
mailing procC'ss) when Beth Marshal 
~ave lllC' a call with thC' following infor­
mation 011 this hort exp dition into 
I ransg<'ndcr c•ntertainmt>nt. I lC'rC''s th 
scoop. 

Tl1e g liesl Girl Wasn t An 
Illus ion 

The Uglic.~t Girl In Town, according 
to Tlw Co11111fclf' 1Jireclol1J of Prime 
Time Ncltvnrk TV horn 1946-199.5 
(which B th owns) ran from S ptC'm­
bC'r 26, 196 through January 30, 1969. 
It was on B Thursdays from i:30 to 

P I right b<,for The Plying 1111, Be-
1ritrhrd and That Girl. Thcr 's one 
very familiar name in th cast: Gary 
1ar hal. Other cast memb r includ cl 

P tcr a tncr, Patricia Blake, Jenny 
Till and icholas Parsons. 

Castnc-r played "Timmie Blair," a 
photographer's broth r who help him 
out nt th Inst minute when tht> photos 
of hippi th photog spent th um­
mer of Love shooting don't turnout. 
Timothy dress s tl a hippy with love 
beads and a long wig and his broth r 
hoots a few rolls of film. Th photos 

fall into th hands of a London ad 
agenc who think, due to the usual 
typ of confusion n cessary to get n 
gu into a dre s, h 's the ugli st girl 
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they C'vcr Sa\ and the d cide to build 
an ad campaign around "her." Ti111oth • 
be omes Timmi . 

o Jenn , you're not nuts. Thrrt> rC'­
all, was a how with this plot and it r<'­
all did happ II in th ixties. I'm sorry 
r missed it. I guess l could have c•en it 
but I may have ju t blocked it out. I 
mean, if Timmie was that ugly llC' no 
doubt oITendrd Ill)' r fined sens of es­
thetics. In :rn event Beth should g I 
an award for digging this info ont of 
the time capsul 

Speaking Of 
Our contributin, editor, Dina Am­

b rle, has condu tcd h r own exit poll 
of the ,realer Philaclrlphia Chaptrr 
membership (she wouldn't let them 
exit till they answrrC'cl her que lions) 
and has tabulated the r ·suit to 
prC'S nt the R nni , ard . 

Th Renni are an honor cl tradi­
tion evel)' )'C'ar at the , P and the 
arc giv n to women who hav been 
rol mod Is for ~ minin T peopl 
and made a major impact in th ir n lei. 
Kind of like fomalt> meteors. o, with­
out an further ado, th winners are­
in the ewsmaker category, that royn! 
tattle tale-Prince Diana. From the 
r nlm of Film, a young woman" ho 
clro her way into our h arts and onto 
our hard drives- andra Bullock, 
and from Television, th supernatural 
never looked b tt r, Files star­
Gillian Ander on . 

Of course illian's co-star could 
have gi n her some comp tition for 
the RC'nni. B for h land cl th Fox 
Muld r part, David Duchovny played 
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th tran tile FB[ agent on Twill 
Peaks. Till next ) h lr, that's the Renni . 

la be next year" could hav David 
Letterman ho t th ceremony'? 

Cavalcade Of TVs On TV 

I guess you can t II tlrr wcatlwr has 
be n awful in Pl11llv. OthNwi C' I 
would havC' missc·cl all the e IPl('vi. ion 
shows, ith trnnsgendered c>lem nts. 
(I'd hav bec'n out ,\Clding a lransgcn­
d r lement to thl' local c ne.) 

PB ran a • rit' • on rock and roll a 
whil' back. I mis ed most of' it the fir ·t 
time it ran on our local PB station . 
but it rC'ran on another public station 
that comes in from the hinterland and 
I happC'n cl to realize it wa on and 
tuned in. In what I beli v . wa the fir I 
ors cond show they featured a very 
young Littl Richard p rforming 
TuNi Fniifti . I had alwa s ~ It there 
was , n elemt>nt of cnmpincs (one l 
knew what that "as) about Richard 
and his segment gave us a hint of 
where' it mar have come from . 

ne of Little Richard's fir t gigs ( I 
love that showbi'l t,1lk!) was at the D w 
Drop lnn in that hotb d of~ male im­
per onation. N w OrlC'an . Ifs amaz­
ing to realize that Litt I Richard, who 
i still rockin'. p •rfonncd there' in thC' 
fi'iftie und he wa onl) one oft hC' acts 
to appear C'VCI)' ni~ht on the Dew 
Drop stag<>. I Ip did his s<'ts in hrtwccn 
C'xotic clancC'fs and-female imperson­
ator . \\'hat a . how-very beautiful 
women dancing (in very hot outflts). 
th n Lilli<' Richard burning the p,1int 
off the wall . followC'd b , rl<·ganl fe­
mal impN onators. Ian ·o mun, l 
hould have b n born a bit 0011 r 

and a littl farther outh. 

Gend r Spy 

John Lithgow was the guest on the 
Lnte Lntr /rore u;ith Tom nydcr back 
on FC'bmarv second. Th , chatted 
about John; new televi ion how 
Third Rork From The 1111. Did ya 
know th woman on the show is renll 
a mal ali n? \\' 11, she's a woman who 
pla s a male alien transformed into a 
woman. ( lmost ns confusing as Virtor 
\ ictolio) One of the funniest c nes so 

co11ti11ued 11ext ,,age 



News Beat ... 
far was when sh asked the High om­
mand r (Lithgow) why sh had to b 
th woman. H said, "You'r ad co­
rated v t ran. I thought you could 
hand! it." he wails, ''It's hard." 

Talk got around to Lithgow's rol in 
The Worl.d According To Carp. I trust 
you r call he play d a former football 
pla~ r who had und rgon g nd r r • 
:~s1gnm nt surgery. nyd r asked, 
llo~v h~rcl w~ it to do drag?" Lithgow 

r plied 1t was an xotic xp rienc , 
like being a spy b hind th lin s ... a 
gend r spy. It was a very sexy experi-

nce." This se med to tak Tom 
slightly aback and h rais d on of his 
fuzzy caterpillar yebrows and said in 
an !nquiring tone, " e. ?" Lithgow 
smiled and aid, "Don't knock it till 
ou'v tri d it." Tom went to a com­

m rcial. 

Cabbie In Di guise , With Pumps 

_On the sixth of F bruary th plot of 
\Vmgs had Antonio the cab driv r fill­
ing in at the ticket counter for th 
broth r 's airline. H dilig ntly follow 
the rnle and cl ni s a boarding pass to 
a famou hock y play r who arriv s too 
bt . s a consegu nc th Boston 
Dmins lose th big gam . Everyone on 
the island is out to get the hapless cab­
bie so h tak s it on th lam. Later, a 
strung woman slinks into th office. 
Of cours , it's ntonio in heels, hose, a 
woman's coat and a babushka. Eventu­
ally they work it all out and everybody 
but th hockey player is happ . 
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Oh, What A Web Those 
HoUywood Boys Weave 

Th real big crossdr ssing 
the month happened in Rom , Wis­
c~nsin. Picket Fences on F bruary 
~tb ~ atured two interesting plot 
Im s; crossdr ssing and l nternet porn. 
. trang ly nough, the hvo things are of 
mter st to many of our r ad rs. Both 
issu s wer a bit simplifi d on the 
show but th y got a good old liberal 
Hollywood treatment. 

I won't bother to outHn th Int r• 
n t porn plot !in but her 's th CD 
story. Max, the female polic offic r, 
met a guy in an on-line chat room. 

ince sh hadn't had a dat in month 
and the cyberchum seemed interesting 
th y t up a m ting for coffi e. lie 
show cl up and tum cl out to b tall 
and hand om , not th comput r g k 
her co-work rs said sh could expect. 

They hit it off and mad plans for a 
date. ow it's important to note that o 
far nobody m ntion d anything about 
crossdressing. The big night arrived 
and Max got doll cl up in a hot reel 
dress.\\ hile he was primping there 
cam a knock at th door and sh 
op n d it to find the new guy in h r 
Ii~ in classic Angora and p arls. H 
said, "Ili, ready to rock and roll?" Slw 
spent th next five minutes trying to 
get her jaw shut. 

Here's where J had to a k my lf 
ho" th y could have met in a chat 
room and she could b left that much 
in th dark. The crossdrc ser aid he 
thought she knew since the) met in the 
" tix & Match" room. Well, that's 
pr tty vagu , but if sh had sp nt any 

tim ~t ,lJ th r sh would have fig-
ur d tt out. I also don't know of any 
crossdr ss r who could m t a woman 
in a wild on-line chat room, sp nd sev­
eral days in email corr pond nc and 
not at I ast m ntion his love of 
dresses. But hey, that's Hollywood. 

Th y didn't go out that night but 
sh g ts om amazingly accurat in­
formation on transv stism from th 
Coroner. H · dated a transsexual a 
season or two back. H 's de£ nsiv 
about it which is a trifle objectionable. 

ax cl cid s to giv it another shot 
after the CD com s to h r hous in 
male attire, giv s h r flowers and 
makes an impa sioned sp ch about 
how h will !iv his Ii~ alon if It 
must, but h must expr ss his C minin­
ity. They agr e to get togeth r but not 
go out. he cooks dinner and the CD 
comes over. Ile gets a little romantic, 
sh pulls away from a kiss (it was the 
lipstick), and h makes another impas­
sion cl sp ch about how women al­
ways say the want a sensitiv gu • 
who's in touch with hi ~ minine id 
but wh n th y g tone they get upset. 
H I av s (I ke p saying ''he" cause h 
r ally i a guy in a cir ss and blonde 
wig. He mad v ry littl attempt to b 
feminine) and that's the C'ncl of the 
cpi ~de. ms like th(' storyline may 
cont11111e caus they both !caw.' with 
room to gro\, and compromise. 

Wouldn't it b<' nic to see th D 
and th cop g t togcth rand attempt 
to understand each other's point of 
view? ~1a b go for a little couns ling? 
If ou think so too and would like to 
add our input to the show, write a let• 
t r to the producers, Jeff Melvoin and 

Mon. -Thur.· Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 • Tue. - Wed. - Sat.. 9:00 to 5:30 

215-788-2857 
SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit Sizes 

Private Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene Silverstein 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon 

308 Mill Street 
Bristol, PA 19007 
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Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 



~Ii ·had r sman with David ~. 
KC'IIP) Production . nd y ur I tl r. 
in an cm· I p • mark d " tt nti n 
Dept. P. F. •• to our • diloriul )ffi l' (ad­
d res· 011 pag<' 2). \\ t•II Hect th 111 
and s nd a big sack of th 111 n t 
\ngc, I s. ~I.\ be th ·11 gi\' me a gu • t 

: pol : th famous D wril<·r. 

• n T\' 
\\ ithoul usine; the name ... ,ue ya rC"ady? 
I lt•rt· il comes ... RuPaul. Is. harlt• 
.1pp('ared in the open mg of Effr11 for 
one q>i ·O() . Ell II make it a running 
gag that th ·h w d n' t hnV<' a LX cl 
01 t·ning c•quenc<'. n thi show. w 

,I\\ llu Paul strutting ar und the (•t 
looking nc•rce. Th ' ll EllC'n, who II V('r, 
C'\ r ,,. ar clrc or kirt , toltC'r d 
on cam ra in a rc•d sequined gown and 
l1c•el holding th cardboard sign" ith 
the sh \\'S name. h<' made it about 
hnlrway lo the ·am ra wh n th h L 

a c:a111py comm nt , but I didn 't catch 
it. ~ly k board w, making t much 
nois • as I ty1 cl. I t 11 ·a. with all the 
drag 011 TV it mu t b v p month . 
Diclja s <' Mi . llownrd ' t m on 
Lettc·nnan's pnm tim<' p cial, F b­
ruary 19th? 

Wha t I T ia 

From Riki 
Tr.111s1•x11.1l ~I nace ,111d Joy · n-
drt'\\' ofT.O.P.s, through my fri<'nd 
\lirancl., _ , R<•11oh.w111cr 'ew.\ & 
Vicr t,•~ has obtain d a ·opy f .tn hE . s 

nh •• docum nt gt·n rat cl in ·tobcr 
of 1993 for the I ·all I cxual Bc­
luwior And ec,uity Risk, Bnckgrormd 
illfomwti 1ity Pcrso1111 f b • 
Hich, rel • ·ttl docu-
ment t, lk , it 
1 • pa I ,· 
I ve • 

le 1 
.. I b 1 

• 1· 1 .1 • 
co dul 

concern i pul 
I. " to 

J, n rie 
on I Ol 

I 
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All th in 11 tran ,-
11ality .md transwstism i pr tty much 
correct. The• T\' i11fi i ut of elate, b -
in d OI • 's Sil f 
T m he ·xti 
11 akc tllC' au-
thor mak nder phe-
nom na •• lwadline. 
l • ·It • • pr It) intelligent 
c • n ll[ • ·n for 
t r. Ii •. a 
plact· you wouldn' t u h 
open minc!C'dn ss 11 . gen-
cl r. T qu ll•, "Fi • • this r port 
ugg t a 11 d to rite ria f r 
•valuating ii lllllllb 11. rat 1'li-

cal xual bchavio . f" hich mav 
be unr lat curity risk The rC'- • 
port r infi th importanc f ca -
by-ca ju nt . rath r than auto-
matic di qualification of ·ome 
categoric : thi ia i1. • th n •cl 
fi r qualifi cl 1 1 <'\pcrti e in mak-
ing many of ti dgment ... 

ll ' pr tty i ting and I'll n-
d a\·or to make a cop_ availabl in th 
R nai ancc• Librnry. You ma also l 
abl t • it n th \\'c>b at <http:// 
ww,, .gr , in .nct/-kuryakin/tops/>. 
In an • aft r you han• m mori1. d 
th doc nt \\ r c nunc>nd 'OU cl -
stroy it. Eating it i. an 01 ti n if y ur 
clocum nt shr<'clcl r i out f commis-
ion. 

Fight Th 
new t, PC'1111-

syfoa11ia £: has b n 
tabli Ir d . a one-wa • d-

it cl b) \l a in man and 
proj ct of th t the Right ,·ork 
(Ph'· •• • bora • with the 
Pe for ocrac •. 
It i 1 F n th 
Fa1 ily I.~ Al rt . 

center around i -
, Int r­
mari-

nin ExJ1os 1 

-lett r/fr 
to additio 

nd 1 >, 

in th b k 
YourFi 
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For more informati II contat·I 
Iagg-ie I leinc>111,1n b email at 

<maggie a ritpatl1.org> 

ll 

i -
Projt ·t 

\\".E B. . gins) 
and ~lanna. It '. ,1 e;litt rine; award c:er-

mony and . ho\\ • alured p •rlon11ers 
include living ll'gends Les l larris and 
Tin I arlancl. o doubt ti ·k t infor­
mati II and . h ,, lo -.1tion can lw ob­
tai11<'<l fr 111 ~ I a1111a, or ·ou might tr\' 
:iovanni ' Roo111 . 

In Loncl n, England the girls an• 
havin t • bit similar to tlw 

' • , \\ ll .. ( f 
cour ht of n 
T~ ' h~~II~ 
be> i1 Ii 14th , you 
can I llow. 111 

pp , ,ond n. F r 
all ti ii grab th tl'lc·pho1w and 
m.tkt• th,11 lrnru -. tlanli • call: (0 I 53) 

79 r 171 -2-10-553-1 . 
lso in En~lan<l 011 ' 11 find Ron 

torm ' rnv Li Extraordinnir 
at a new venue: The l ildmay. 13 
Balls Pond Road what a pot for a T\' 
part} ), lslmgton. London. IT< I •-
ph n : 0lil 3,- 11 for date and 
i11fon11ation ring up Hon at 01 I 7, 
-115-1 Hon hold. hi ball <•v ': 111011th . 
( K. that" ,1. a bit ta td s .. L<•t's ju t 
1110\' 11 while \\l' have 1110111 11111111 .) 

~lar ·h 2-lth the I • ntion 
" Ii Prid it's 
kirt nk r. clown in ~I inn •apo-

li t ugh th 3ht. 'all IF E 
at 6 l 'J for thl' fact . 

I t u • Imperial 
1 'or t of 

vn 20th. all 
nenaat212-­
n th m nth it 's tim 

fi r al~ rnia Dr amin' in an Fran­
i co from the 25th to th 2 th. 'all 

714--,9-. 13 fi r cl tail . 
in ~I. r d' 

P om th th th 
19 1ypul nnat -

- · II y.1 1'11 r. 
nd p aking of going ... that ·s all 

h wr tt". e \', n xt month. 



Family ... 
1lt'r \\'ith family; sc•nding rC'luti s 
Chri~l111as aud birthday cards; turning 
to tlw family Id r for th ir xp ri­
<'llet> and advil-<'; arguing with relatives; 
you know, just basic family stuff. After 
111ontl1s of grieving and mourning the 
lo s of my family ( K, I admit it, I am 
still in m urning), I aclmitt d lo m , If 
thnt I cl sperately want cl and n cl cl 
u family. o. I dccid cl to make on . 

Well At Lea t It Wa n't From 
An Infom rcial 

Year ago, I was Ii tening to one of 
those motivational lap (you know, 
the onC's that t II you how to sol <' all 
of your prob!t•ms just b buying their 6 
Ct\SSC'lt s, for !Ill outrageo11 fee. l bor­
rowed this tape frorn the library) a11cl 
hC':ml somc·thing that struck a chord in 
Ill<'. The speaker was a woman IC'lling 
an audienct' of wonwn how to impro e 
their individual imng s in thC' work­
place. She wa peaking on the topic of 
building self-esteem, and commcnt<'cl 
,lboul how difficult it is lo maintain a 
positive self imug<' when your we'll­
meaning family and friends constantly 
tc·ll u how hard it will b for ·ou to 
achieve your goals. becau e you don't 
have tliC' education or tlw 111011 ) or 
you're too old or too young or you're a 
woman or yo11'r a mothC'r or what­
evc•r. The point i , you kc-ep gc-tting 
11C'gative nwssagc-s from thC' very 
p<'ople who ar • uppos<.>d to l)(' build­
ing you up. A solution?"Jnvent" r la­
tivcs, or "adopt" a figure- fr m history 
or a celebrity that )'OU trul admir , 
and figuratively tum to them, hen you 
need inspiration and guidanc . • or ex­
ample, when things get tough, ask 
your I how your "gr at unt !Jelen 
Keller" would handle th ituation. 
\\'ould she complain that things w re 
"too tough to handle," or would h 
buck! clown nn<l find a wa to use her 
talents tog t though the tough tim s? 
\\'hat would your unl Kath rinc 
(llepbum) sa as you whined about 
ho" hard it is to make it in a male­
clominat d world? When J find myself 
facing difficulty becaus I chose to live 

R('11nissm1cc e,vs & VirH·s, Vol. 10, o. 3 

in what S0llll' pC'oplc rP~ r to a an '"al­
t rnativc- lif<'-stylc-," I have oftc•n 
thought t my. Jf that if unt lartina 
(, avr..italoHl) could 111vivc the- hell 
he ltas bc•c>n througli. I cun tnke a fc•w 

in ults fr m som ignonmt p opl . 
And, form , so far, it has worked. 

P■·e to! Chango! You're ow My 
Older Si ter ... 

This h Ip me with th inspiration 
and moti\'ation part of what I need, 
but what about th r t of the henC'fits 
of having a family? Obviou ly, unt 
Martina and uni 13illi Jean (King) 
arC' not likel to invite me- over for l1oli­
da dinner, so I need to come up with 
ome mor<.> "family memb r .. " Well, if 

I can ··adopt" pc-oplC' I liav n v('r met, 
why not "adopt" p ople that I actually 
know and lik ? This work too, and as 
a r suit or some crc•ali C thinking I 

now h,wc- a mot her. two si tcrs ( two 
others arc c:on idt"rin~ my of c·r), a 
brother, n stc-psist<-r. and a nice<'. I 
have m~• igl1ts 011 two more potC'ntial 
aunt . and some more nieces and 
11 ph<'w.. ft r that. who know ? ·cc:­
ond cousin ? Crc-ut-granclparcnts? Tiu• 
possibilitiC's nre c·11cll,· s. (Exct•pt, of 
cour. e. when it comes to mal rela­
tivc-s; .I am havin, a \Pry difficult timc 
thinking of men that J actually want to 
lia\'C' a part of m~ family). nd the• ac­
tual cost are' nliniinal. Tlwre MC' no 
adoption ag nc.·~ fcc>s, court cost., or 
attorn ~•·s f C'<'S to deal with-just an 
occa. ional lctt<'r, phon call, hirthda~ 
card, Ptc. If I find 111y. C'lf without a 
plac<' to go for Cl1ristmas. at le-a. t I 
knO\\ I am not alo11 \ lx>ca11 • I will 
hopefully hav(' a room full of hri t­
mas card· to look nt. and ma) IX' cv n a 
family plioto album to work on. 

What' In It For Tbem? 
The benC'fll to Ill<' ar obviou , but 

what' in it form "family?" ly 
"moth r" i till kind of skeptical and 
suspicious, and agreed to b m 
moth r a long as l rea.li,.ecl that she 
wasn't about to change h r will. But 
sh did end m a hri tmas card, 
sign cl "Mom Margar t," that I 
proud! di pla_ don m co!Te table. I 
nm giving C'ach relativ n free-, 90-clo. 
trial period, with no cost or obliga-
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lion-if tll<')' aren't complct •ly sati -
ficd IX'ing in 111 fomily , the just r<'­
turn th 111111sC'<I portio11 of 111 . no 
q11c tion t k cl. I .1111 a low-upk cp va­
ric•ty of r lativ , a I buy m own food 
and clothes and the don't v n hav 
to send me> to college (although a 

grnduatc-school trust fund would bC' 
nice). lf th y don't want to do any­
thing, they don't have to-and th n 
th y will just like th r latives I had 
b for , which i okay b cau nt I ast 
m new r lativ s all ace pl me as I am. 
Thr bc·n fit b , having om one c-lsc• 
to worry about, just in cas<' the , don 't 
htt\'C' enough to worry about alrcad). 
ThC' have' someone C'lsC' tlwy can tum 
to when it eomc•s time to how their 
slid s from thC'ir last v,lcation and th ir 
1wighbors nr hiding from th 111. ml l 
mnkC' a great "black sh ep of the fam-
rl •," that the t·an shnr with their 
fril•ncl and C.'O-\\OrkC'Ts whC'n thC' dis­
cussio11 turns to "who has th wC'irclc•st 
fa111ily member?" For those· who Ii\"{' 
outside' of tlu.• \\ 'ashingto11, D. ., arc·a. 
I am tllC' rdntivc tlwy can stay with 
wh n the time corn s to visit our 
nation ' apitnl. 11(1 for those' in tlw 
\\':L\hington arC'a who want to go 011 
vacatio11, I a111 the n•lative tl1C') can g<'l 
lo fr·c·cl the· cats and water the plant. . 
lwcau. of m "fomil~· obligation." ( But 
I don't do floor or window .) ll} rela­
tives g('tling nlilrrit•d knm, tl1c} ha\t' 

anothC'r rclati\'e th ) C"an i11vit<' to tlw 
wt>dcling who probahl~ won't . how 11p 
but will send a pre• ·cnt (or, 1f ,l. kC'cl. 
\\ 'ILL show up ancl j11111p 111 as a stand­
in " \fothC'r-of-thC'-Bridc•·· ). J\11cl, wlwn 
you get ri 1ht clown to it , they g t t!w 
~ati faction of knowin, that someone 
carC's enough about them to want to l <' 
related to them. 

Epilogue 
(I don 't know what it means, but 

the alway us it on old TV how .) 
ome pc-ople would sa , that b 'in­

venting a new family, I am living in a 
fantasy world. I would r sponcl lo that 
by simpl saying that 1 have alwa . 
lived in a fonta world anywa , in or­
der to survive the hellish xi t nce 
known a "Jo ph," so how is this any 

co111i1111ed 011 paue 15 
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May 16-19, 1996 & Sept. 19-22, 1996. Come and enjoy a relaxing weekend at a private resort where 
your security, enjoyment and comfort ore of primary concern. We've been producing this event for over 10 
years and our success is measured by the people who return time otter time. One price of $335* includes: 
room for 3 nights, 9 meals, 2 receptions, Costume party, Talent Show, Free workshops, tax and gratuity. What 
else could you need? We have our own DJ and a Makeup Artist/Hair Stylist too! 

Come find out why Paradise In The Poconos is one of the best events you could attend. Write, call or email us 
for more information. (see contact info at the bottom of this ad). Visit our WorldWide Web site and register 
online, or toke a look at photos from the lost weekend. 
*Double Occupancy rate. Single Occupancy rooms are available for S465. 

GIT Wl.hID TO ONI O.J: T.Ui L.fl.hGIST 
IN.J:O.hffi.flTION .hiSOU.hCIS ON T.Ui Wth. 

Our goal is to provide you with up to the minute news, accurate resource information, and a 

selection of vendor services second to none. Come by and visit often. 

Transgender Forum - the on~ week~ online transgender magazine on the Web. Fashion, Lifestyles, Culture, Art, Phologrophy, 
News, Perosnak, Pictoriok & lots more. Look for us at <WWW.lgforum.com/contenll .html>. 

CDS Resource & Shopping Center - Your online source for CDS Books, Videos, ond Ladylike Magazine. Visit the Shopping Mall and 
check out our selection of vendors serving your Clothing ond Fashion needs. Look for us ot <WWW.cdspub.com/index2.html>. 

The Community Center- Your online some for information about lronsgender support arganilotions. If your orgoniiotion would 
like to be on the World Wide Web, conlod us ot the CC web site <WWW.lronsgender.org/lg/>. 

Br01l9hl lo you by 3•0 Communkotions, Inc.., PO Box 80588, Volley F«ge, PA 19484 • 610.640.9449 • Fox: 610-648.0257 
Vettclors - we have storefrNts for rnt. Do buslaess worldwide, 24 hrs. a clay, 7 days a week. Call for lafo. 
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It is\\ ith gr<'nl r<'grct that I an­
nounce my withdrawal from the rac<' 
for the PrC'sidC'ncy. ftc-r a disappoint­
ing si,th place llni h in "!ew Hamp-
hir •. it will b incrl'asingly difficult for 

111<' to continu<' my candidac whil 
maintaining a straight facC'. 

I) spin doctor ndvisC'd me to <l<'­
clar<' the si,th place showing a 'victory' 
sine<' the pundit said I would nc-wr 
llni h higher than \"enth. nd whilt• 
it was cncournging to comc in with 
more- mt 's than Bob Dornan and that 
Kcy s gu ', I realize' that further time• 
on th<' campaign trail would only di­
minish m~ abilit I to ,nitc this impor­
tant monthly column. 

As you ma r call. 111) major plnt­
fon11 was a ·reverse flat t,Lx' that wonld 
pl.le-<' a prohibiti\"C' ta, burden on any 
q11<'<'ll who clarC'cl sport ,I largc-r pair of 
falsies than my own. Thc resulting col­
lection of foam rubber would haH• 
lwen rt•dislributcd to otlwr di advan­
taged crossdresscr ·o that we n11ght 
all sharc th bountics of a fulsome bo­
som. My other major plank of placing 
. trict sanctions on in1111igration of I Ii -
panic and sian trnn ve lite would re­
duce- the comp tition for the rest of us 
al lub Edelweiss in \ lanhattan. 

ome ltave said that th s ideas are 
ahcud of their tim . All l know is that 
Ill)' cudre of fund-mi crs huve pent 
t•nough time oliciti11g 'contributions' 
on thc street corner near Th Vault 
and Le ' ardi Gra and I can't in 
good consci nee ask them to ·work il' 
any hardt'r than they alrc•,Hly ha <'. 

However, in tltt· spirit of all never­
sn ·-die politicians, I \\ ill con icier u la t 
minut 'draft' canclid,1c). ncl in a 
spancl x minidrc -, a draft i n ver 
hard to com by. 
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Domogeneity And The Cro -
dr s er Who Pr ach It 

K)'mberleiglt Hie-hards i • the Pub­
lish rand Managing Editor of Gros~ 
Talk maga,.in out of \\ ·oodlancl Hills. 

alif. In issue #75, her month I col-
umn was titled· ,ood Taste' and 0111-
111011 ense. 

K)'lll writes that she has b<'en at tlw 
for front of th r \'Olution in bow oci­
t•~ p rceives tlw tnmsgendC'f cl. ShC' 
admits that he get • ·a ii) irritatcd b) 
those in our community whose words 
and actions have' the effect of unclc-r-
111irnng our best efforts.· A f c-w of the 
types of pcopl<' who irritat<' hc-r arC' 
crossclress rs who dress inappropri-
at ly for social events; activi t leader 
who take it upon themsehl· to protc 't 
trivial slights on b(•half of thf' rest of us 
who st•t• no offense; pseuclo-lingui ts 
who 1wed to inv<'nt ne" labels becausc 
tlwy are unhappy with the- old labels: 
.md tho c who h,we a paranoid ,; w of 
tlw world and belit've that thcir pc-r­
spectivc is the onl}' correct vie\, 

About each of th(•_ c typc-s, Kpnber­
l<'igh mak<>s hN points. • ppearing as 
th crossdressrr-from-hell only r in-
for soci ty' pc-rception that wr are 
all crazy.' 'Pick ting over an is ue that 
most llnd a non-i 11c· mak •s us look 
lik a very angry and emotionally un­
balanced lot.''\\' ncC'd to stop tit 
constant bickering ... on such matt rs as 
terminology and p r onal prefer nc<'s.' 
• oalition building i necc sary. lien­
ating allie-s is c-011nterprod11ctivc.' 
These> arc tat<'nwnts that do ind eel 
mak a lot of common (•nse, a K 1111 

titled h r ssay. 
I low v r, K 1116 rl igh 's main th -

sis eems to bc that WC' must all adopt a 
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kind of \'anilla-flavored tran g ncl rism 
o that we proj ct an incli i ibl . com­

mon front to the outsid world. he 
clOf'sn't condemn individuals on <•1tll('r 
l'nd of tl1e spectrum hut rather wishC's 
the) would all bunch in tow.ud tlu 
midcll .. ublimatc their p r onal \­
pre ions. and h Ip u er ate a huge 
loaf of transgendercd white brcad. 

It's a W<'ll-int ntioncd idC'a but 1"111 

not sur it would work ewn if"'" ;111 

to cl the lin and b<>camr clubwom< n 
in srdat clothin~ and polite manner. 
\\'hich is nol to ay that bC'ing outr,1-
g<'ous or polite will help us t·ithN I 111 

not sure crossdn• ing or other trans­
g<'nd red •xprC'S ions \\ ill t·,·t•r reall~ 
b<' ·accepted' any more' than racism or 
c•xi m has been \\",L~hecl ,I\\ .l) aftt·r 

thirty ·ears of enligl,tenment on ,t 

much broader and more publicizccl 
scale tha11 \\" can hope to nchiew. 

It would b<> bt•ttc·r. I think. to 
presenl our elves as a divc-rse group of 
individuals who may share some com-
111on trait. and goal but who express 
Ollf'<'h-cs in 111:Ul) diffcrC'nt colors to 
b agr ccl with or di ·agr<>l'CI witl1 on an 
individnal basis. 

udi t Or Tran vestile -
You Be The Judg 

Th<> NC'IIJ\ lJricf~ of thC' 1gm., '\ u 
Hho Tri-Ess ehaptt'r in Tn·nton. 1.J .. 
carricd ,111 intcr<>sting itPlll about t·ross­
clrt'ssing, undre sing. ancl state troop­
crs on tlw str ,•t. ofNt•wark, '\J .J 

Two cwark cop· appr<'h ndc•cl 
KC'nncth Huff aftPr obsPrving ,\ suspi­
l'iously-clr<>s <'cl charact<'r getting iuto 
an 11nmark<'cl ('\\' Jer e tate Polic<' 
v<•hicle. \\'hen th<' ofr.cc-r -approachcd 
the \<'hid<', they saw what th y 
thought was a f<'malt' I ring in the front 
seat trying to avoid cl t ction. Th<' 'fe­
male' wa Ir. Ruff. who told them he 
wus a , ew J r ey tate Troop r <'011-
ducting an undercovcr investigation 
for a frit'ncl with I OS. ftcr th<> i w­
ark cop put Huff in their patrol car, ht' 
b cante rambunctiou and 'the next 
thing wt• Sa\\ wa. clothes flying ... and 
h<> t·nwrg<'d from th<' patrol car nakC'd 
cxc<>pt for tllC' bra,' said one of tlw ur­
rcsting ofr.c rs. Tlw offic rs searched 
HulT' vd1iclc- and found idcntillcation 
conllnning his icl<'nti as a lroopc-r. 



This incicl nt occurr d in ugust 
1990 and is r playing again b cause 
Ruff i suing th tate Polic for firing 
him after the incid nt and hi attom y 
i now trying to prov that th cross-
d r r arr st d that night was not r. 
Ruff, but som unid ntifi d imp r on­
ator wlio fak cl Ruffs ID. 

I hate it when that happens. 
But her • h thing for the rest of 

us to think about: how bad is it when a 
pc-rson would rath r be arrested as a 
raving, nakc-cl p rson on the streets of 

c-,v,uk than as u crossclrc-sser? It's 
C'nough to make me think my monthly 
columns pre-aching tolNnncc- o.nd ac­
ceptance just ar n't getting ucros . 

But nudism i also u m thocl of elf 
expre sion and there are many places 
on this planet that can move a person 
to com111une with nature by stripping 
off th bonds of clothing to c-njoy the 
sylvan pl<'ndor oft he gr at outdoor . 

11fortunat .ly, cwark is not one of 
those· places. 

c w MariJyn tis Dandie 
Tlie T IC group in lbany 1.Y., 

Trnn.sge11derist nc-w letter of January 
'96 reprinted an article '\\ 'here the 

,iris re' that appeared in the Tokyo 
Journal by a reporter named bigail 
1 laworth. 

1 1e,, larilp1 is the name of a To­
kyo nightclub featuring malt> imper­
sonator who work as hosts for gc-netic 
women looking for companionship. 
Tht' women who work ther as mal 
hosts are called 'Mi s Dandi 'und 
the offer a very realistic presentation 
of macl,o available for the price of a 
few drinks. 

The women who go into this lin of 
\ ork are required to tak mal hor­
mones, groom th ms Iv s, and liv and 
cl res as men full-time. The customC'rs 
who come to the club o.re th r to find 
anything from a div r ionary vening 
of non-thr at ning flirtation to a sexual 
liaison \\~th on of th 'men.' 

Ther hav b n several articles in 
our community literature that dis-
cu sed th Japanes transg nder sc ne 
and I must admit that I find it som -
what confusing. Th r se ms to b a 
certain amount of cultural acceptance 
of gend r S\ itching, but only if it is a 
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total S\Vitch with no ov rt acknowl dg­
ment tho.t the person is anything oth r 
than th gender portrayed. ampy 
drag or r gular crossdressing does not 
s m to ace pted a r adily as full­
scal transformations wh th r for art 
or commerce. Th Japan se cultur is 
alwa re~ rred to--cv n in articl 
about these rath r stunning transg n­
d r ph nomena-as cons rvativ . 

B:1ck at ew larilyn ... the cu tam­
ers pair off with th hosts, individuall 
or in pnrti s. • Many of our customNs 
crave a kind of male att ntion that r al 
mcn rarC'ly proviclc,' c-xplains a host. 
'To me tht' ' arc a kind of middle sex,' 
sa son cu to111 r, ' I can talk to th m 
about anything b cau th )' ar 
women und rn nth, et I can flirt, ith 
thcm bcca11sC' the ar also men.' 

For those who might seek more 
than just flirtation during the karaoke 
show. th ho ts are availabl to 'dat • 
outside the club. young nrt student 
, ho visits C'W 1arilyn we kly said, 'T 
have n ver lept \\~th a ho t-but r 
wouldn't rul it out.' ncl in those in­
stan s where l1irtation progr sses b -
ond th club ccn . on host ex­

plained that, 'Tn bed, WP only think of 
pll'asing our girlfriends.' • nd in an • 
culture--east or west-that is omc>­
thing women rar ly nib up again t. 

Abnonnal Psychology 101 
The E7VC ew.~lettrr frolll San 

Fnrnci co, alif., carried an article b)' 
one Roxanna Rochett titl d ' peaking 
a a l\ lajority of n • in th Jan-Feb i -
sue. In the articl , Roxanna wrote 
about liC'r experiences speaking about 
crossdrcssing to coll ge clas s. 

ome T support group , including 
Renaissanc , have an active program of 
providing speaker to college classes 
and mo t of the sp o.kers participating 

em to njoy it gr atly. s Roxanna 
says, • I felt my own brand of transgen­
<l red expres ion plus a \villingn ss to 
peak frank! about s xuul ori ntution 

and what I sec as the sparkplug to 
crossclres ing, sexuality, could b a 
positive addition to gr ater under­
standing of trnnsg nder issue .' 

Roxanna has discovered, however, 
that th r 'is a g n ral shying away 
from asking probing qu stions r garcl-

9 

ing p r onul sc>\:uality rmd ho\ it re­
lates to cro sclre . ing.' h sen e n 
g n ral uncomfortahlen ss with the 
who! thing in the male student , p r­
haps a product o th ir age o.ncl uncer­
tainli , bout wh,1t is male gend r. 
Th yo1111 wonwn ask the majority of 
qu tions and tu<lents whom Roxanna 
knows or beli v s to be non-straight 
ask th be t que tions. 

She ays h like to usc as nmc:h 
·show and tell" as possible both in her 
mode of drcs and by use of photo­
graphs illustrating personal chan1-,c •s in 
image ovN the yc•,1rs. Lik most cro~s­
dres ers. I imagine· shc- enjo s talking 
about herself and has found that 
sp aking to the c:bs c • l1as clarifiC'd her 
own thoughts about who h • r all L . 

If S0nlC'OllC would murk I button 
that said 'LC't ~le Tell You bout ~I~ 
Cro sdres ing', they would clean up. 

ome cro clres NS have written wholt> 
volume's on the wond r that is them­
selves. ml \\ ho ha not whipped out a 
photo alh11m at thC' mc·rc-st hint of in­
ter st from anotlwr person? 

\\' II, it·s all for a good cau t•: ed11-
C'ation . nd who will b gruclgC' us a 
little vanil) while· we're doing good 
works? \\'c go to .1 lot of trouble to 
transfonTJ our eh·es and, as evel)one· 
will t II 011 , it' a form of self-expres­
sion. o sit still whilc- we C'xpres our­
selvc-. in a little mon· dc-tail. It's the· 
lC'ast 011 can do. 

'las dismis c·cl. 

Errata 
I saw in Jo nn· HOT B 72 col­

um11 last month that Vernon 's p ciul­
tie has closed up shop after many 
years of s rving th crossdrC'ssing com­
munity. 

ln on of my arly columns a couple 
of years ago. I kid<l <l the proprietor or 
Vernon's Lc•causc- of one of their ads 
touting their lin of 'realistic molded 
latex' dildo in varying size . 

It's n v r a good thing when one• of 
our bu ine c goe under and I'm 
sure I speak for many of u when l ay 
that we appreciated their service. 
Every inch of it. 
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Question Commonly Asked by Therapi ts About Cend r Identity I ue 

" hen I ace pt an ngag m nt to 
spenk on TC issu s to n pro~ ssional 
nudienc , th part of that exp rienc I 
mo t look forward to is the Q&A at the 
nd. I alway I ave half a much time 

for this s gm nt as for my pr s ntation 
and it is rar ly nough. I usually peak 
on asp cts of psychotherapy with 
transgend r cli nts and cover,. hy 
treatm nt is sought, what clinical is­
sues ar raised, symptoms, m)' philo o­
ph)' an<l rol in therapy, s tting goals 
and m asuring outcomes. 

H rear som of th most common 
qu ri s and my r spons s: 

How did you g t into thi fi Id? 
I first b came ex-posed to th tran -

gender community when I was a mari­
tal and sex therapist in ew Jers y. l 
met a woman , ho had a wig hop and 

lectrology practic who ho t d rn et­
ing for a chapt r of Tri- • ss in hN 
horn . h invited 111 to a m ting to 
speak on s xuality. r lationships. and 
thc-rapy. 1 )' pr paration for that talk 
and the me ting itsc-lf was tht> begin­
ning of my int r st in the experience 
of trnnsgenderi m. 

Whnt i the cau 

nti ts b Ii v psy hological factors, 
specially fomil r I, tionship impact 

on the elev lopment of gt>nd r idc-ntity. 
[n any e nt, it is th di tress n soci­
atecl with transgend r issues, not th 
crossg nd r identity its If that i cl nit 
with in thcrnp and ther for th 
cause is irrelevant in treatment. 

I am tr ating a child who cro s­
dre e i a i / tombo , e tc. 
What ·ho uld I do? 

Kids nre diffc-rcnt. Th<'y expr s 
their g nder id ntity aero a broad 
range of b •haviors that foll within 
u ual limits as well a beyond. omc 
childr n xpr s thems Ive in a man­
ner that naunts traditional standard 
but do not isolate them from normal 
childhood cxperi ncc-s. These childr n 
do not r quire sp inl attention. 

0th r children's b havior ma 
h<' so 111111 11al that it elicits n gativc-
re pons<'· from p er and family. It i 
k• ·s a que tion of wh ther th child is 
TC than if his/her behavior i pr elud­
ing po itive feedback from pc-crs, th<' 
fomiing off riendships and the devel­
opment of elf-e teem. 

What abo ut prosp ctiv cli nts 

jnrnin International ender D sphoria 
ssociation' ) r quirement of thr <' 

months thcrap for r comm nclation 
for honnon s and six months for g ni­
tal rC'as ignmcnt surg ry. I t II uch in­
dividuals that Lh rapy i a br ad t rm 

ncompassing ducation, reh ar al of 
n w behaviors, prob! m- olving, and 
id ntifying resources as well as the lrn­
ditional xperience of learning about 
one' n eel , motivations and exp ta­
tions. I ncomage th m to consid r 
going along with th program but do 
not pr ssurc th 111. The- ar fr to 
sc k th ir approval I tt r C'lsc, here. 

How do trans xual • dill r from 
trnn v ·tit s? 

In many wa s. Th ir historic . 
exual putt rns, exp ri nee of their 

bodies as appropriat or not appropri­
al to their g nd r, , heth r or not sur­
g ry i desir cl, all distingui Ii one et 
of individuals from the other. In fact, 
th ir only commonality is their desire 
to cro dress. Beyond that, the- have 
very dilTcr nt n els nnd goals in 
th rapy. 

IIO\ do ou r spond lo a cli nt 
e king n "cure" for trnn gend r 

be ba ior and t e ling ? 
B cau transg nd r behavior is Hot 

an illn s but a statisticall , uncommon 
expcri nee, il is not curable. Ilowc,·er, 
the gender d ·sphoria or gender iden­
tit) disord r that ma)' accompany it is 
tr atablc- with traditional th rape11tic 
approachc incorpomting education, 
self-nwareness, building of sclf-c>slC'C'm, 
locating a supportive commun1t •. 
abandoning seer tiveness and guilt. 
and living in th most authentic man­
ner allowed b on • Ii~ style. ----om ci ntists b Ii v in a biologi­

cal root and lrnv identi11ed th role of 
lht> hypothalamus us crucial in its de­
velopm nt. 0th rs, u uall socia.l sci-

\ ho don't r all , nnt the rap , ju t 
a I tt r approving th m for hor­
monal th rapy or g nital urgery? 

I adher to HBl D ·s (Harry Ben-
This is a sprinkling of the kinds of 

qu tions prof. ssional ask. On the> one 
hand, I think th should know th 

----------------------- -------, things already. On the oth r hand. I'm 
CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS glad th ar int r t d nough lo e k 

Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. Prosthesis custom made for a man's chest Dorothy M. the answers and humble enough to u _ 
Thompson, 215-744-4746, before 10 AM or alter 8PM k I cl I cl "' 

Fumrture, Appliances, Household goods, Records, no, (' ge t wir e11cits. 
Antiques, Toy trains and other goocfies • Booght and Looking for amateur crossdressers with interest in 
Sold· Beth Marshall: 610-259-4945 • Leave a message modeling. Please send letter of introduction along with 
Crossdressing blues band forming in the Phi~la photo to: Christy Cage, 4807 Cedar Ave., Suite 3F, 
area. Need drummer with a nice frock. For infoonation Philadelphia, PA 19143 
can Terri at 215-763-3240. fired ol nightdubs? CD{45) & wife looking for others in 
Mi casa es so casa. Need a place to change before the KOP,Pottstown, Aeacing area interested in a WINTER 
Renaissance GPC meeoog? The perfect location awaits BRIDGE CLUB. EmaH 72162,1367@compuseive.com 
you, just off Exit 33,Rte. 76. Call CDTipS 215-878-3383 
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Can I Get A Miss Gardner? 
by Angela Gttrdner 
Cather round sisters. I have a talc 

lo tell, of shopping and identity, with a 
little cr<.'dit card abuse thrown in to 
keep things interesting. A while back, J 
was passing some time crossdresscd. as 
I oft<'n clo, when the urge to penise 
tlw jewelry sale at Lorcl & Taylor be­
came over powering. I quickly mo­
tored over to the Mall at King of Prus­
sia (It 's not an accident that the 
Renaissance ational Office is close to 
the mall} and made my way into the 
new Lord & Taylor store that acts as a 
cornerstone for the Plaza section. 

I took my time getting to the jew­
elry counter by checking out the mer­
chandise in most of the women's de­
partments. I didn't sec anything I 
couldn't live without, so I started to 
shop for metallic adornment. My fa­
vorite is Sterling Silver and the) had it 
all on sale. 

As I was looking over the merchan­
dise. one of the saleswomen asked if I 
needed any help. I told her I was just 
looking and would let her know when 
I'd made a choice. It was a cordial ex­
change between a customer and a 
store employee. She didn't raise an 
eyebrow if my voice sounded a little 
low for a woman or if the hand trying 
on the rings was a bit more manly than 
it should have been. 

I picked out a pinky ring. reduced 
to $9.99 (as if we don't know that's a 
penny less than ten dollars) and took it 
over to where the saleswoman was 
standing. \Ve went to a register and 
before she rang up the sale she uttered 
those words that have made many a 
crossdresser sweat. "\ Viii that be cash 
or charge?" 

Now, J have long been over worry­
ing about what store help thinks when 
I hand them a credit card with a male 
name. I'll admit, for a while I would al­
ways wear a fake wedding ring. That 
way if anybody ever said anything (they 
never did) I would say it was my 
husband's card. But now, even that last 
line of defense has been abandoned 
for a more open approach. If asked J 
simply say it's my card. 

So, I told the young woman, 
"Charge it" and handed her my Lord 
& Taylor charge. (I love the card, it's 
white with a red rose logo.) She took 
the card, rang me up, asked if I wanted 
a box-which 1 declined, and com­
pleted the transaction. Then she 
handed me my card and said, ''Thank 
you for shopping at Lord & Taylor 
Mister Smith." (Angela's male name 
changed cause she ain't that open.) 

\\'ell, l have to admit, it bothered 
me. Not because l had been read. That 
had occurred back when she 11rst 
asked me if J needed help. Our entire 
interaction had been a very normal 
customer-salesperson thing. The two 
of us, along with another saleswoman, 
had shared opinions on a new 
designer's jewelry hanging on a nearby 
display. All that went 11ne :Uld after she 
called me "Mister•· our relationship re­
mained the same. l knew there wasn't 
any intent to embarrass me by using a 
masculine appellation, she was only 
trying to be as respectful to me as to 
any other customer. She had no way of 
knowing that since J was dressed as a 
,voman and wanted to be treated as 
one, I would have preferred to be ad­
dressed as "Miss ... " 

That's when I decided to visit Cus­
tomer Service. I stopped in and spoke 
to a woman behind the counter. I 
opened big with, "Hi, I'm a cross­
dresser and I'd like to know how I 
would go about getting a card for my 
account with another name. I would 
like the card in the feminine name I 
use while dressed as a woman." 

It didn't slow her down a bit. She 
pointed to the terminal on her counter 
and told me all she could do was get 
account balances. Jfl wanted to make 
a big change like that rd have to call 
the Credit Department in Ohio. She 
told me I could pick up one of the 
courtesy phones on the opposite wall 
and I would be connected. l didn't 
want to stand around the store and 
give out a lot of personal info, so I 
asked if there was any number I could 
call from home. She gave me a number 
at the King of Prussia store and in-

ll 

eluded an extension that would con­
nect lllt' direc-tlr to Ohio. thcrt>by S:t\• 

ing me any long distance clrnrges. ShC' 
didn't call rnc "sir .. I liked thut. 

At home. I contacted the Credit 
Department. The woman I spokf' with 
had a Scottish accent and seemed 
fricndly <.'nough. I told her I had a re­
quest that might be a little out of the 
ordinary. She told me I would be sur­
prised at what some folks will ask for. 
Thus reassured, I told her what I 
wanted to do. 

Now, it may Iw that I only imagined 
her voice bc•c,1me ,1 tri0e less friend!)' 
and a bit more professional. but slw 
told me she couldn't honor my wishc~ 
over the phone. Ir I wanted to get a 
card for Angela I would have to put it 
in writing. She gave me the address 
and told me what the letter should say. 

ln the letter." hich I wrote and sent 
the next clav. l said that I wished to 
have a carci issued for Angela Gardner 
on my present account. I wrote that I 
would Ix- responsible for any charges 
made. With that assurance in their 11les 
the 11ne folks at Lord & Taylor sent me 
a brand new card imprinted with my 
femme name. 

or course, it's now a matter of 
record, somewhere in an office in 
Ohio, that there is a relationship be­
tween "Mister Smith" and "Angela 
Gardner." So what? I have a card now 
that may helps me avoid the slight (re­
ally it's very slight) upset at being 
called "sir" or "mister" when I buy 
something at Lord & Taylor. I haven't 
found out yet if they'll call me ''miss" 
when I make my 11rst purchase with 
the new card. Until I manage to get 
the balance down to somewhere below 
the national debt, that lmle white card 
with the pretty rose ";II stay locked in 
my credit-cards-with-balances-that­
are-way-to-high vault. Fo1tunatcly. my 
Macy's charge has plenty of credit 
available for abuse. Wonder if they'll 
send me an Angela card? 

Since Angela u;rote this piece she 
dy11amited her credit card 0011/t open, 
used the Lord & Tnylorcnrd at their 
big clearance snle and got r, plet1-~m1t 
"Thank you, Miss Gardner" with 

evenJ pu rchnsc. ' 
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JoAnn Roberts - CyberQueen 

"D011·1 dig yourorv11 grai;e u;itl, your 
01L11 knife mu/ fork." 

- E11gli~li Prov rb ----11 y. You all a le ·pout th r ? o OllC' 
s em cl to uotic that last month' issue? 
of Nen·s & Views had Vol. 10, o. I nm­
ning aero s Pvery pa e and on th c v r. 
I gul'ss Llw news was ju t too compelling 
a r<',td for ,111, onC' to notice s11d1 a t m ial 
thing. I sure didn't ancl I layout tl1i rag. 

I tarl<•cl last 111011th with a ·at1Lion for 
IFCE rl'garcling Trans e11der Tap try 
(orwhatc\'C-'r ll1c·ycall it this month) l'w 
heard from sc-, c-ral pt'oplt> r<'garding thc­
ma •azinc- and the> split is running 50-50, 
likl'-di lik . e th lett r in thi month's 
l.ettrr to Lh<' • <lilor column from 
Paulinf' for a typical r pon <'. P r 011-

all), I think alt mpt at "mainstrC?aming" 
1'm11 {!,l'llder Tnpestry , or an olhc-r 
tran g ncl r ma azint> (Yes , even 
Lady Like) will m ct" ith 0111 v ry lim­
it rd 11 • cs . ook, here comes Ir 

losc·t-1 into Bame 1obl . JI c 
Trm1sge11der Tapes/ 11) or ro. -Talk n 
th rack. 11 picks it up. fiip through th 
pug , ma 1b v 11 m m riz an ad­
cir s of an adv rti r or a upport group 
. ncl th n puts it back on the rn k. \\'h ·? 

Ir. I t- i n'tgoingto, alkupt 
Lh<' ca hi rand bm a "trans tit " 
magazine out in plain\ iew fl'\' ryon . 
Tho <', ho arc clued-in to th cornmu­
nit :tr likely to ha\'e ubs ription al-

r ad . ros -Talk ha thro, n in th 
tow I on trying to mak it on the n w -
stand and Trn11sfomwtion can't get on 

n·gulnr new t.m<ls. I poke to a di tribu­
tor about main. tr<>aming tr. n g n<l r 
publication and hi r spon w : " ... th 
trnnsg nclcr magazin s ju t don 't s II 
we-II enough to tak<> on more ... This i 
what ros.~-Tnll.. l'\P rin1 eel. I lowC'vu, 
on place our publi ·ati n d em to 
·ell w II i in Ta. and le bian kstore . 

nothC?r di trib ,tor ha be n napping 
up transgcndN books lt>ft and right for 
ales to g!Vb book ton• . A the owner 

put it, "Ora i hot." ----Drag i hot in th media, t . Juli An-
dr h. r viv •d Victor/Victorin as a 
Broadwa musical to rav r vi w if th 
NetL' York Timl'~ i any 111 a ure. {I won­
cl r if Trnn gender will c v r that n t?) 
Robin WilJiam and Broadwa actor 
Nathan Lan will rt•pri c La Cage ux 
Foiles on the silver crecn as Tlil' Bird 

agr thi month. ( B • the wa_, W(' had it 
,Ill ,,r ng in tlwse pag<'s a while back­
\\'illiams is playing 111(' 111ucho H 11;1!0 

and Lane i. playing Albin/ lb rt). Fi-
11:tll), tllC' \\' t•k or ValPntirw's Da) a,, 
RuPaul a the hostC' .. ~ r till' c:iFi 

hann I' lrm1gr l.,()U' '11111 ~ slival. t 
the other ncl of tht' spectrum is the ad 
for Bijan with Bo D rek. To tllC' for lcft 
is th shapely ~ls. Derck in bra. ncl pant­
ie donning ti ilJ..7 hirt. I far right i 
~Is. Dc-rek full cloth d in a menswear 
uit comp! t with hirt and tic-. ----• ro111 th n t comes • 1 

fri('nd, Jami 111111: , 
I , ant to bronch a s , _ . I 
don't know onall 
ab ut the , h o al. but 
l'm mor tha y II. nd 
no, th re' I , I do volun-
t •ork at for • bu cl 

n, and ff m mh rs 
said that as a form of po itiv pro­
gajn t that tap ·, rothcr than ju t 

I tting it, folks hav tart cl taking 
the, 29.95 c tor the tapC' nnd donating 
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th m n t a I al w m n' sh It r 
in t ad. inc you hav a gr ater publi • 
prescnc than I do, I wanted to ask if~ ou 
could disse111inat' this idea in a fut11n· 
column or anywlwrC? else 'OU see llt I 

will nl h<• a. kin ind Martin 
(TC I• n1111), and anyon • 1 I can think 
or. to <lo th· a111 be au. I bclit·,·t it's 
an idt>a that ck•serv i"xposurt'. I would 
likt• to think that with nough grnssro ts 
activism. th• sh lter • \\' uld makC' more· 
111011 ' than .J. fro111 thi . " \\' II put 
Jami and a grl'al idea, too. Readl'rs. it~ 
up to 'Ou Lo a -t. ----
1 . p nl a \\'<' k nd last month in Tor-
onto with irginia Prin as guc. ts of 
Podd Aldrid nt Wild.side. Padel) sc•t 
up a gi for \'ir inia and mes w c uld 
talk with Ill •mlx-rs of th ntario trnns­
g n<l r community. J had a gr •at time> 
and m t lots of ncw folk as w II a r •­
nc-wing ome olcl friend hip . Th 
clian tran gendc•r co111munit~· is slo\\ I) 
eo111ing into it. own and it likC'I)- ,,c-'11 
st·c•. oinc• important com mun ii) leadt•r­
ship Pmrrge from our ortl ll'rll sistt·rs. 
I 111 l hriPll) \\ilh lc•acl<.•r: of G nd r 
l\fo aic, Xpr ions, a11cl thl' Monnrclt 

ocial Club. ' prC'. sion ,vrC'S C'd soim· 
inkrc-st in ,tmliat111g with Rcnai nnc . 
That \\Ould make• us a tmh int mational 
organi.,,ation. \\'ay k wl! • ----\\' •II , rm into column 3 and that means 
it's time to get clown to fashion not s ,111d 
n ws .... ci nc and T hn log) triumph 
ag,1in. This tim it's pant_ ho.<' with ut 
s<'ams. Y , tml an amazing ~ at. nd 
Cnl in KJ i.n , that little- devil , i the Or t 
to off er it. orry, 110 pric qu t cl , l>ut 
llrst-adopt rs or ll<'W te ·hnolo J)('V( r 
worry about what it CO"ts. 

T mo t of us {and most 
n r L don't pa: 

t n I m<>an. 
It and 1111-

ml , hair. ! t•ns look 
bC'ttcr than them I cld. r~arth to 
fashion world ... wakC' up. 



HOT•BUZZ 
----So what is up with the fashion world? 

llC'r(•s six hot looks for Spring ... Citnis 
Juice colors ... The Trench look in both 
coats and dresses ... Split-personality ski rt 
lt'ngths, either macro-ankle length or 
micro-thigh length ... Dcflnitcly- ot­
Junr-Cleaver shirtdrcsses ... Slack suits ... 
Pop-Art prints on everything. The one 
color I rcall)' dislike this Spring is the 
light, lime' green. It reminds me of the 
color of som<' 1968 Plymouth Dusters. 

Th<')' say Practice Makes Perfect ... 
marie claire magazine' had a makeup 
.,rtist cstimatc how long it took certain 
fashionable women to put on their face. 
Leading the pack with the shortest time 
\\US Linda Evangelista at l minute: no 
foundation, no eye makeup, just blush 
and lipstick... cxt was Courtney Cox 
(Frie11ds) at 30 minutes ... Fnmke 
Janssen (The latest James Bond arch 
villain) at l hour ... and trailing the pack 
at 2 hours was Loni Ande rson. 
Andc·rson's makeup was charnctcri:1.ed as 
'\E'ry high maintcnuncc. supcrglam I Jol­
lywood" including no less than 12 steps. 
CN'. I don't fed so bad at 45 minutes. 

Down the aisle, past th(' torque 
,,rC'nch<.>s ... Sea1·s has gotten into cos­
m<.>tics in a big way with tlwir Circle of 
Beauty section in stores nationwide. 
\\'hat"s so cool about this for tg peopl<> 
is it's self-scrvic-<·. Just op(•n a big drawer 
and pic·k out what you nC'C'cl. 

Biological Bust Boosting? Rcscarchers at 
the Carolinas Medical Cente r and the 
University of Michigan have experi­
mented with growing breast-like tissue 
for implantation. Fatty cells similar to 
breast tissue were cultivatcd in vitro and 
then attached onto soft sponge-like 
forms. These fom1s were implanted in 
lab rats where the tissue continued to 
develop and even vascularize. Somcday, 
it might be possible to create .rn implant­
nbl<' breastform from the patient's own 
body tissue. o rejection. 

Computers and computer modeling arc 
hl'coming more commonplace daily. 
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The latest trend is to use computers and 
3-D modeling to preview the results of 
plastic surgery. Making the rounds of 
m<>dical conventions is a software pack­
age that lets plastic surgeons "see" the 
results of surgery without touching a 
scalpel. The patient's face is captured 
onto the computer screen via a video 
camera and the surgeon can then ma­
nipulate the image. 

Speaking of images, women seem lcss 
satisfied with their bodies today than I 0 
years ago. According to a recent stud)' of 
800 women between the ag<.>s of 18 and 
70, more than 45 percent were dis­
pleased with their weight, waist, hips, 
buttocks and legs. Only 16 percent said 
they were content with their body. The 
same survey done 10 years ago, turned 
up only 30 percent who were dissatis­
fied. Interestingly, in both studies Afri­
can-American women were much morc 
satisfied with their appearance than 
other groups, probably because of Afri­
can-American culture's greater accep­
tance of differing body shapes. WE' have 
become so accustomed to seeing imag<>s 
of runway and advertising models, who 
represent a statistical extreme in tcrrns 
of body shape, that we begin to believe 
all women should look likP th<>m. ----One designer who s<.>cms to r<'ally know 
,,·om<>n • s bodies and how to design good 
looking dothE's is Dana Buchman. 

You know you'rc mainstream when the} 
start making fun of you ... Donna Karan 
sued a I ew York T-shirt manufac:turer 
for trademark infringement. He was sell­
ing T-shirts with DKFU on them. But 
Ms. Karan has missed a few knock-offs, 
like the cartoon in the New Yorker with 
a couple in leisure suits reading DKNJ. 
and the D(Y)K(E) YT-shirts. 

Quotable: "A fashion is merely a form of 
ugliness so unbearable that we are com­
pelled to alter it every six months." 
Oscar Wilde. ----I'd swear a TV asked this question. 
Someone wrote in to Glamour magazine 
and asked if a sequined cocktail dress 
was appropriate for a daytime wedding. 

,....~ ...... 
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This is a tcst. P11nctuatc the following: 
\Voman without her man is a savage. 

Chanel has a mission: introduce unor­
thodox nail colors that will double sales 
like Vamp did last year. First they tried 
Pink Alert which is the color of bubble 
gum. Their newest is Metallic, a silvt'ry 
polish that gives a slight pearlescent. 

Another organization with a mission is 
3•0 Communications, Inc. (Scf' their 
ad on page 7.) 3• D is the host for the 
CDS Shopping & Resource Center. 
The Community Center, and Cindy 
Martin's Transgender Fon1m. The big 
news is TransgendN Forum is going 
subscription. For a mere S25 J)('r year 
on-line users will get full access to 50 is­
sues of a great e'zine. on-subscribers 
will be able to read a te:d-only version 
of the 'zine each week. Subscribers get 
full text and graphics, access to the Chat 
room, free personal ads, and more fea­
tures arc coming. Surf on over to <http:/ 
/www.tgforum.com/content l .html> and 
take a look for yourself. Mcanwhile, if 
your tg support organi:mtion would likC' 
a \\'eb sitc of its own, 3 • D is off cring 
free \\'eb space to all not-for-profit 
groups. Cont,tct Jamie Faye Fenton at 
<jamief@zoom.com> for info. If you 
have a colllmunitv-based business and 
would like to expl~rc business opportu­
nitics on the \\'ch. contact Ill£> at tlw 
l'mail addrC'ss at thc bottom of this col­
umn. \\'e can ha,·c a store up and run­
ning in no time. For the rcst of you. stop 
by the Shopping & Rt>sourcC' CC'nter ,1t 
<l1ttp://www.cdspub.c·o111/index2.html> 
and take a look at what w<>'re offering. ...... ,.... ... 
I'm sick of s<>eing whit<.> (as in snow), but 
that's the latest word for spring-white 
eyeshadow, nail polish and lipstick. 
Evcrybody's gottC'n into the act. too, like 
Bobbi Brown, ChanC'I, Lancomc, and 
M• A•C. Prices rangc from $17 (Bobbi 
Brown shadow) to $50 (Chanel shadow). 
Try using chalk dust and Whiteout. 

So, those arc my opinions, but, hey. what 
do / know? I think if you tum your back 
on this community, eventually it will 
turn its back on you. Comments? Email 
tlwm to ~ cdspub.com>. 
© 1996 by CrralilJ<' Design Seroices. 
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OOK NOOK 
\\'ith chapters containing spt·cific 

informati n on , h r to and how to 
find upport group and with ugg -
ti ns on c:ontr lling thr co t of ._rn C'xlra 

p r on in tlie house, the author nd 
,, ' th ru-1 uplifting chnpt rand a lov ly 

a 

f, r . •. ar 
fr m M. \ 

uitc 121 , i 
Lift> \ itl, Va11e a how-to book, 

an intimnt r v In di • n f 
intimaci s. Jt's all that and h 
book i inda and (La-
dies Fir t) collaboration on living, ·th , 
coping with and learning to appr ciat 
• ith Iran p rson. \\ rit-

om t of both part-
and r, pa -
te, d 10 rar I 
in an k, both 
tion ing. Th nu-
co m debunking 

myth to disclosing, accepting, control­
ling and enjoying on of lifi 's least un­
d r tood ph nom na. 

B ginning , ith an introduction b 
JoAnn Ro rts, Ph.D., th book I ads 
ofT with a chall ng to I am • bout on -

If. Th author go on to xplain 
t rms such as what is a T , I, DQ 
(and that it doe n't m an Dairy 

u n). ollowing which th y d, II 
on "The \\ oman \ ithin" discussing 
ho, to bring out and int gmt that 
per on whom th tran g ndered part-

(21 ) 547-94]7 

RO 
LI E EDP HO 

n r claim to hare within him/h r If. 
ln Th Otl,er \ 0111011 the di us how 
to nddr , nd deal with the partn r 
,, Ito waut to Ii e in , ilread Ii cs in, or 
"visit " the home , hi] cro sdr s <l. 

ancl r ligious er e11s1wlity 
A11d , ewal fr the) trend on 
ground rar I • di ·c, do so with 
hone and op nn cl so 
without creating th f bt ing a 
p ping Tom or Tomasina. \VI 
deal , ith r ligion an s a con 

fo und with h r exp 
nt 'gion to demo 
o II on wn p 

and ti rit. h t t 
r adc or hi o r 
h wt lor our attitu 
lifi 's s . 

Fri and Family deals with , ho 
to tell and who not to t 11, 

not to t II and h w n 
ar hints on k ping i 
unto Th • vcntunlity -
·ng in urance." 
ithout answering th qu stion of 

wh a t nd r is what s/h is in 
chapter llas Denn the authors 
follow l ollin th ad of 

pta vith advic to trnt 
on matt tat make a cliff, . 

hin po m n IJ . 
Th book I av th r ad r with th 

a, ar hat rson 
is 01 wh rs n 
with ial k for 
a pa ot . 

T cl r 11. l'I joyed th<' 
hook, ·iall art nhout" ·rn s-
drC' sing in ur. ncl why not? h 
wrot it) on making plan to k p that 
"se rct ," s crct. But most of all sh 
kept lookin~ rorward t r • d th lend 
in c1uotc at th beginning of eac-h ehap-

t s uch as a' favorite 
namurti, • uty of r C' 
i , , hut it is , without tt)'ing to 
thir ." 
mm ifc \ ith \ n11e . n is a 

k nnd our partn r to 
curl up witl , a gins of wine or a 

appucino, and discuss the qu stion 
at th reach chapt r. I think that 
it h req • r ading for all 
wh plan , in a r lationship 
wh artn ransgend red. 

C o· a memb r of 
COT dmi a tor of the 
Re,ia en Pal Program. By tl1e 
t ay la t month we listed Georgia's 
lwmepaue RL incorrectly. It l1ould 
be d1ttp:llwww.ottnvorfd.com/ 
homepageslgeorgia _h > 

11 Theseus Counseling 
Services 

ARI KANE, M.ED. 
GENDER SPECIALIST 

DIPLOMATE, AM. BO. SEXOLOGY 

EDfl NORTHERN B2B flBEM£B 

NEYJEtS./J:iD N3Et, 

8 K MEDI L E TER 126 WESTERN AVE. #'222 44 PEARL ST. 

AUGUSTA, ME 04330 CAMBRIOGE, MA 02139 
ITE 12 

17 RO D 
201·621--0858 611-868--3151 

L 9057 MC/VISA ACCEPTED 
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ICTLEP Opens Office 
JCTLEP, the T nternational onfer­

encc on Transgend r ·1w and Em­
ployment Policy, Inc., i op ning an of­
fice to handle th growing flood of 
r quest for information. rrange-
m nts for t I phone are not yet final­
iz d, but written communications may 
b gin at one , to: JCTLEP, Inc. P.O. 
Drawer 35477 Houston, T 77235-
5477 or email: dCTLEP@aol.com>. 

• v r since the organization's found­
ing four ears ago, administrative mat-
t rs have b n handl d on a spare-
ti me ba is by JCT EP Ex cutive 
Dir ctor Phyllis Fry , working out of 
h r one-woman law offic . Th 
workload has grown to the point that 
this arrangement is no long r possibl 
The new office, with knowl dgeabl 
staff, \ ill be cl dicated to ICTLEP 
business. This will permit n w services 
to be provided, such as a nationwid 
registry of attorneys interested in 
working with transg nd r d clients. 

ccor<ling to Frye, "W 'r taking a 
great leap of faith her , hoping that the 
transg ml r community will recognize 
the value of our work and will support 
us finuncially as we expand our activi­
ties. \\ c aren't asking for large dona­
tions; w 're asking for comfortable 
amounts from a lot of p ople. Regular 
contributions of $10 a month, $20. or 
more if you can afford il, ar the k y. 
You can s nd us a check or a money 

Family ... 
different? And if play-acting as a mal 
for 40 years mad m s em socially ac­
ceptable to my "f ricnds" and "lov cl 
ones," then at I ast now J will realize a 
positive ben fit from scripting and 
casting an w production of "My Fam­
ily," with me not in a bit part but in a 
starring role. (And, this time, with an 
outstanding supporting cast). The only 
thing I am certain of is that, so far, this 
"fantasy" has not only k pt me from 

ating the barr I of a gun, or from ac­
cidently swallowing a bottl of 90 

order each month, or you can autho­
riz a month I charg on your isa or 
MasterCard, and we'll take carf' of it 
from th re." 

D cKellnr, er tary- ir ctor 
of ICTLEP. adds, "$10 a month is only 
35 c nts a clay, I ss than th co t of a 
can of soda at lunch. lf a hundr d 
people around the country start d 
drinking wat r \ ith their lunch, and 
s nt u th savings, we could expand 
our staff to a f ull-tim lev I." 

ICTLEP, Inc., is a non-profit T xas 
corporation, and is ex mpt from fed­
eral income tax under Int mal R v-

nue od section 50l[cl[3]. Dona­
tions to ICTLEP qualify for personal 
incom tax d ductions to the extent al­
lowed by law. Th organization's pur­
pos s are three-fold: 

( 1) ndertake ducational activities 
r lating to laws a they relate to the 
transg nder community; 

(2) Study existing laws and provide 
strat gies for progr ssiv changes 
which would provid r lief from dis­
criminatory I gislation as it r lat to 
the transgend r community; 

(3) Provide information in order to 
educate the general public, a well as 
the legal profession about th special 
problem uniqu to the tran g ndcr 
community. 

I LEP does not provide direct le-
gal assistnnc or couns I to individuals. 

A 
Pro:,i1c capsules, but has actually made­
me praise God for letting me cxperi­
nc a new life. 

Beeaus of th lov and att ntion I 
r c ived from my new "family," this 
pa t holidays ason was a much mor 
r warding time for me than it oth r­
wise would have been. 1 felt stronger 
and more confident about myself, b -
caus r kn w that thcr wer peopl 
who lov cl m and cared about m . 
That knowl dge h lped m to g t 
through what is usually a very depress­
ing time of year form . In many\ a s, 
m n \ family, through th ir love, re­
introduced me to th true m aning of 
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Sean O'Neill; A 
Reasonable 
Outcome! 

Senno· 1eill is the Colorado FtM 
who was on trial for sexually nssa11lti11g, 
women, i11cl11ding underage 11:ome11. 
Here are some ob~eroations by Diamw 
from the AOL Transgender ornmu­
nity •orum. 

Th ean o· 'eill sentencing h ar­
ing was held Frid,1y, February 16th. 
Sean could have received up to eight 
years in prison for his pica-bargain sec­
ond degr e sexual assault. (He could 
hav rec .iv d -t y nrs in prison on th 
original 12 charges, some of which 
were related to having sex with girls 
under the age of consent-LS.) 

Everyone who att nd d f cit Scan 
won a gr at victory for th Transgen­
der community, especially in the 
"home town .. of th Religious Hight, 

olorado prings, Colorado. The 
gr at st victory for ean and for th 
entirP community was that his 90-da 
jail sentence was deferred until th 
j11dge could per onall cl termin thP 
best jail arrangement; the judge agrec·cl 
that he could not be placed easily into 
ithcr a men . or a womrn's pri 011. 

ean al o received a 6 y ar probation, 
the t rm of which are not too bad, 
(probably only 3) ar .) 

I am p rsonally very proud of the 
conduct and activiti s of Transexual 

co 11 ti11 11ed on page 22 

hristmas-a eason of hope, and a 
s a on of love. Throughout this past 
ear, they have helped m to recognize 

the sp ciaJ qualities that th y see in 
me, qualities that mak them want to 
love and car about m . T know that l 
am far from perfect, and that I lrn ea 
difficult road ah ad to get to where I 
want to be. But, with th lov and up­
port of my "family," at least I know 
that J won't be alon on that road. And 
that was the best hristma present 
that anybo<l could have given m 



Dear Dina, 

Letter 
to the 
Editor 

Ae the ediror of Paradiee iales I wae 
excited that our newsletter wae men· 
tioned In your column. I do, however, have 
one complaint. You consistently referred 
to Sean O'Neill ae "her" and "she" which 
does not represent Sean at all. Whlle he 
does not use the terms "transsexual" or 

"transgender" he does live primarily as a 
male and prefers male pronouns, 

FtM impereonaror does not describe 
Sean O'Neill'e life. Whether or not a per­
son uses a particular catchword (like 
transsexual or tranegenderiet) should 
not be necessary, what le Important is 
how Sean O'Neill lived hie life and he lived 
it as a man. 

A demonstration will be held on Feu. 
16 in support of Sean. 

Emilia 
Paradise Club 

Dear News & Views, 
I am renewing my subscription ro your 

newsletter and also Including a small do· 
nation to help continue the business. Re­
naissance was the first tranegender or­
ganization that I joined, and continues 
ro be my favorite one. I have aleo joined 
two other groups, but I find that yours 
always reports what seems important ro 
me, and usually reports It first. One 
group eende out a large quarterly maga-

Renni nnce , & i 1v; • ol. 10. o. 3 

zine which I find almost roo much ro 
read, and half the articles are ones I've 

already read in News & Views. 

I have applied ro the Renaissance part 
of COiA (which I first heard of in News & 
Viewe) but I have not heard from them 
yet. I ju9t wanted to say I enjoy your pub­
lication, alwaye look forward ro reading 
it, and keep up the good work. 

Regarding the list of eongs referring 
ro croeedreeeing, I have one to add al­
though I didn't learn who performed It. 

I wae staying up late Christmae Eve 
baking some pies. I was feeling very femi­
nine, although not dreseed. I was enjoy· 
Ing a drink, listening ro music, (and) then 
slipped In among very traditional Christ­
mas music, with no announcement or fol­
low up comment, was a parody of Walkin' 

In A Winter Wonderland. It was titled 
Walkin' 'Round In Women'5 Underwear. 

It went on for the full usual time and 
had several comments on croeedreseing. 
It was performed t,y a male group similar 
ro early Sixties style. I have never heard 
it before and may never hear it again, but 
I thought some of your readers might 
know about It. I wonder about the DJ who 
played it, could he be? 

ihank you, 
Pauline -

0('0r Paulin{', 
I hnv h ard ab ut th ong in qu s­

ti n but l don't know who I rform it. 
The· nlbum titl . thou h. is Twist d 

hristmas. ll ow about it reader. ? n ·-
bod know who did thi.? 

I wa a DJ back in nci nt Tim s 
and J'd a th DJ who pla eel thi song 

' ... Ele trol i . I've been through it. 
I can help ou through it. ' 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysi 

he ter Pa. 19013 610•872•209 l 
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was ju t havin a littl fun. \\'hen u·r 
tu ·k in a traditional hri tma. 11\U. i • 

~ rmat it can g I a bit boring. I w, 01 a 
ountry Mu i t. tion t n time and 

we would routin I slip in Rock artist. 
who w r, d ing ountry paro<li . I 
pl, d n song b Frank Zappn and Th 

lother of Invention called Lo11e. ome 
,owboy Burt . It l1ad all the elrrn nt of 

C&\\' mu ic but if ou listen d to th 
words ou oul<l t II it , as a parod_ . 
Pc•opl u cl to all and r qu t it. 

. o, th DJ \\'os probably ju. t hm in~ a 
littl eland stine fun , which is wh> II(' 
didn 't sa till rthing .1bout it. f c urse. 
there's alwn s th pos ibility that h is 
one of 11s. 

Ed ot : Th Bathing 
B au in la t month'. wim uit 
Pictorinl, as no otl1 r than Or. Bill 

rat gnm, Bi111 

Please Note: 

The contents of this newsletter 

Me copyrighted. If you want to 

reprint ,Ill arlicle you see here, 

please contact the editor for 

permission. Most likely, we'll 

say "Yes" but you do have to 

ask us first. 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

. .. because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessar ily 
last fo rever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9) , Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
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'R.oma.nla. 's ~ 
J - • • -· 

/!lntje7-le Wigs & Wig Care Products 

Boutlque 

Lingerie from 

Srnall to Queen 4X 

Bra : 32 to 52H 

137 MacDade Boulevard 
Folsom, PA 

19033 
610.532.4372 

C 
VISA 

(COHIINUffAI. U.S. OIILI') 

from America Online 
"In life there are no guarantees, but without trying there are only regrets." 

"Let this gg take you from debutante to goddess and beyond." 

Consulting 
Wardrobe Specialist 
Glamour Application 

feminine Comportment 

SERVICES 
Photography 

Salon a la carte 
- Manicuring. culptlng. wraps. kapplng l!t gels 

- Pedicure, lherapcutlc foot massage 

Wig Selection and Maintenance 
- featuring I.he :S minute nail drying system 

- l'UII Epllatlon. organic l!t conventional 

Lynda K. Krupa 
Transformation Expert 

Phone: 215-878-3383 
Cdtips@AOL.com 

call now for your free Initial consultation. 
All inquiries strictly confidential. 

Supporting Member of Renaissance ~ Tri-Ess 

f/J,;,.,c,•dio11 .. l.r.rurnl 
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\Is. l ,ce I•: tsc«n it:,., E,I. D. 

Making Sense Of It All 
The Search for Meaning 

My who] life has been as arch for 
personal meaning. Tt 's a search that 
wi.U continue, to a gr at r or I sser ex­
tent, till the day I di . In its If, this 
life-long search, wh ther consciously 
or unconsciously undertaken, makes 
me no differ nt than anyon els at 
any time on th foe of this earth. 
Generally speaking, we all s ek lov 
and security in th midst of lifi 's chal­
lenges, and we all develop one means 
or another with which to face thos 
challenges. go to school, d v lop 
slcills and interests, find car er , try to 
bav fun, and look for friends and 
partners with whom , e can shar our 
struggles and pleasur s. All of thes 

fTorts constitute our s arch for per­
sonal meaning. 

WbJJe it is true that w each find 
meaning in individual wa s, what re­
ally differ ntiates me from most of my 
fellow search rs is my g nder confu­
sion, which has served to intensif m 
own search for a p r onall m aning­
ful life. I am not alon , of cours , with 
my gender issu . I am part of a small, 
though not insignificant, minority of 
g nd r-conf us d peopl . But th fact 
remains that such an issu is mine in 
terms of my own life, and I must come 
to terms with it if I want my search to 
be as productiv as possible. If I wer 
to deny th existence of my g nder is­
sue, I would b denying the m aning 
of my xistenc as a , hol p r on, for 
I would be burying a significant part of 
my self and my id ntity. Actually, it is 
probably safe to say th. t anyone's 
search for p rsonal meaning is int nsi­
fied by one or mor complications in 
his or her life. The s arch is difficult 
enough without such complications, but 
the added problems can, and u ually 
do, d pen the meaning w each se k. 

It has been in the context of this 
s arch for m aning that my und r­
standing of myself as a g nd r con­
fused person has been possible. For 

most of my lifi , how v r, l hav buri d 
my g nd r confusion, k eping my fan­
tasies, my hopes, my fi ars, and my b -
haviors a s er t from veryon , sp -
cinlly a s er t from those clos st to me. 
[ ven s em to hav k pt it all a secret 
from myself, for I could not recogniz , 
let alone accept, myself for who and 
\ hat I am. I ronicall , when I fin all 
faced my g ndN wi hes, wh n I flnally 
fac cl th very thing 1 thought would 
destroy my lifi , I udcl nly found my-
s If beginning to live, to fi I alive, to 
fi el ntitl d to be alive. J n other 
words, it was not until mys arch for 
meaning embraced my gcnd r confu­
sion that I began to flnd some happi­
ness, some personal fulf\llm nt in life. 
It is tru that J do have a woncl rf ul 
marri. g partner who is fulfllling to 
m , but ven thnt r lationship can onl)' 
fare as well as the individual happin ss 
of ach partner. On happy p rson 
cannot mak two happy people. 
happ marring requir two contribu­
tors. o rather than trying to search for 
per onul meaning in n wny that would 
exclud th f ulrillm nt of m> g nder 
n <ls, I have found that a dir ct facmg 
of those needs has somehow brought 
m back to th ov rall fuln.llm nt I 
hav been s eking all along. The very 
thing I thought was a stumbling block 
to happiness has turned out to b the 
key to that happiness. 

ow I am not saying there are no 
problems attached to th cl cision to 
face on 's g nder confusion head on. 
Th fact is ther ar many problems, 

specially social ones, in th ar as of 
marriage, work, and friendship, along 
with prob! ms of documentation­
obtaining arious legal documents 
which facilitate I gal identification, 
whether one is driving, flying, 
getting a job, and so on, all of thjs vary­
ing in degr e depending upon the ex­
tent of on 's transgender d behavior 
and overa.11 lifestyle. But th s prob­
lems pale in significanc compared to 
the inner joy and fulfillment I xperi-
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ence as th g ncler-rC'ali;,: d p r 011 I 
am now. 

Th r ar undoubtedly many ways 
to slic the cake of p r: onal meaning 
and th s arch it involv s. J n othN 
words. thcr are 111any p rspectivc>s 
one can bring to a discussion of such a 
search and to th<' actual search itsdf. 
In a fundam ntal sen , wen ed to be 
aware of our goal and th means for 
tli ir nchi vement. Personal wholene 
is a basic goal, along with the achi ve­
ment of sclf-r cognition, self-nccep­
tance. s If-integration, and sdf-tnm-
c ndence. \\'e must also addres the 

social aspect of these- pcrsonnl nccom­
plishments. 

nd then, w should look at th(' 
method by which \\' undertake such a 
s arch, for th methods and th atti­
tudes behind them have- n direct b ar­
ing on the outcome we• k. \\'h re do 
we look for answers? r th r . in fact. 
answers as such, or is there- ju t an on­
going process with temporary solu­
tions? If solutions nr somC'how only 
temporal), th n how much of such a 
proc s can we tol rate in th mid t of 
our search for stabilin, and sc curity? 

The fact rC'mains that a earch for 
personal meaning is what lif<' is all 
about, whether one is ~ender confused 
or not. But it is the confu ion about 
on 's g nder, regardless of whether 
one is a transvestit . tr:msg nderist, or 
transs xual, that can ironical! shed 
significant light on the meaning of 
on 's lit and on th natur of th 
s arch its If. It is in t rms of such a 
search that we are helped lo make 
sense of it all. 

The editors would like to welcome 
Lee to the stable of regular contribu­
tors to ews & Views. Making ense 
Of It All will appear every month. 
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Dear Doctor 
Dr. William R. Stayton a11swers your questions in a monthly column. 

Send questions to PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020 

Dear Doctor Bill, 
I guees the flret thing I neec:I to say ie. 

I like to wear women'e clothee. I woulc:l llke 
to wear them all the time, l,ut right now I 
am only wearing panties under my jean6. 

I have never told anyone al,out this 
liut I think my roommate knowe that I 
wear ladies' unc:lerwear. I aleo feel that I 
am 1,ieexual. I feel like it would lie fun to 
have eex with anyone, female or male. 

Are these things relatec:I? Am I Iii· 
sexual 1,ecause I'm interestec:1 in women's 
clothes or is it the other way arounc:I? 
What can I c:lo to help me unc:leretanc:I? 

Confused. 

Dear Confused. 
There arc several issues that you 

bring up in your letter. I will try to dis­
cuss each of them. 

First, it is important to sort out is­
sues around gender and issues around 
orientation. Th<')' arc not rdatC'cl. Your 
clC'sire to wc-ar women's clothes is a gen­
dt•r re-lated issue. This docs not necC'S· 
sarily mean that you want to be a 
woman. but there arc certain satisfac­
tions you enjoy by idcntil)-in~ with 
wearing women's clothing. You muy 
also experiencc yourself as different 
when you ore WC'aring women's clothes, 
such as more communicative, morc 
sensitive, more nurturing, more re­
laxed, ancVor more sexunlly nrousccl. I f 
your interest is more in wearing 
women ·s underclothing, then you may 
experience liking the way they feel 
ngainst your skin. Again, you may feel 
more relaxed or sexually interested and 
aroused. 

Sexual orientation is centered 
around who turns you on. If you are 
turned on to both genders, then you are 
bisexual. Most people have the capacity 
to be sexual with members of both gen­
ders, however, they may feel a stronger 
preference for one gender or the other. 

A person can be exclusively hetero­
Se.\.'Ual, with no sexual interest in per­
sons of their own gender; a person can 
be predominantly he terosexual with 
some interest homosexually. Persons 
can be- predominantly homosexual with 
some interest heterosexually, or they 
can be exclusively homosexual. In other 
words there is a continuum from exclu­
sively heterosexual to exclusively homo­
sexual. Some choose to act on their 
sexual orientation with more than one 
person; others use fantasy to explore 
their sexual interests and never act on 
them. Some totally repress some of 
their sexual interests. 

Regarding your roommate. you need 
to ask yourself the question, do you 
want your roommate to know about 
your crossdressing interests. [f you do, 
then you need to consider how to tell 
him/her in a way that will promote ac­
ceptance and undNstanding. If you do 
not want your roommate to know, then 
don't tell and wait until your roommate­
brings it up, if ever. 

Dear Doctor, 

My girlfriend has been very accepting 
of my crosec:lresslng. In fact maylie 5he 
ha5 1,een too accepting. She liuy5 me 
presents of outflte and high heels. For 
my 1,irthc:lay she got me a really nice 
rhinestone pin that spelled out my 
femme name What hae me a little con­
cerned (I'm eure everyone is saying 
what'e there to lie concerned aliout) is 
she wants to epenc:I moet of the t ime 
with me when I'm en femme. Of course I 
love it, anc:I I love her. That's where the 
prol,lem ari5ee-if we etart living to· 
gether I won't lie alile to c:lrese up all the 
time. I have to go to work, I enjoy eome 
"manly" holililes, anc:I there are t imes 
when it'e juet t oo much !,other to get 
dreesec:I. I guees my concern 15, what If 
she 15 just into me ae a woman? Al-
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though I have spent a lot of time develop· 

ing my femme aide, there ie still a mae· 
cullne aide of my nature that needs ex· 

preeeion. 
Lori 

Dear Lori, 
1t is very important for you to be in 

control of your crossdressing. You need 
to talk with }'Our girlfriend to find out 
the answers to your questions. 

My guess is that she likes the female 
qualities in your personality that may 
come out more strongly when you are 
crossdrcssed. She may feel more deeply 
connected with ,·ou and understood by 
you. You are pr~bably more vulnerabl~· 
when you are crossdressecl which may 
also be a turn on for her. 

Because you also likC' the masculine 
part of yourself, you need to also nur­
ture and express that part of you. It is 
my be lief that it is important to nurture 
and express both sides of your gender 
identity. If you concentrate only on the 
feminine side of your gender. you even­
tually will get less satisfaction out of it 
because you are neglecting the mascu­
line side. Finding the right balance be­
tween your femininity and your masc11-
linity is a good goal for health and 
maturity. 1t is important also for your 
girlfriend to understand this about you. 
Good luck. It sounds like you really 
could have found the ideal partner. 

Ask Th£ Prof£ssionc1ls! 
If you hav£ any qu£stions for Dr. 
Rm or th£ Omnatologist, Dr. Jan£ 
Elim f airfax, fir£ up th£ word 
pronssor, typEwrit£r, or crayon, 
and smd than to us. 
WE'VE srt up th£ two columns, 
"0£ar Doctor" and "Ask Th£ 
Dmnatologist" to providE you 
with an accuratE, safE, and simpl£ 
way to g£t you answ£rs to your 
qu£stions. Your confidmtiality is 
assund. 
Writ£ car£ of PO Rox 530, 
Rmsalan, PA 19020 



Greetings, girlfriends! One of my 
all-time favorite actors is Clint 
Eastwood, especially in his portrayal 
of stone faced, hard bitten San Fran­
cisco police detective "Dirty" Harry 
Callahan who did most of his talking 
with a .44 magnum. In Mag1111111 Force 
(Clint's second go 'round as Dirty 
I Jarry). one of the more memorable 
lines he said in the film was:" A man ·s 
just gotta know his limitations," and 
that's this month's theme. 

In regard to shopping, unless you 
happen to be 11lthy rich, (and who 
among us is) it's important to set limits 
on how much money you should spend 
on your crossdressing endeavors so you 
don't strain your flnances. To give you 
an example, while I was still in the 
Navy, I had to maintain three separate 
wardrobes: one for my male-self, a sec­
ond for my femme-self and a third for 
the sailor whose income prodded the 
means lo buy clothes for the other two. 

And make no mistake, it was no 
walk in the pa rk. Even though I was 
single and didn't have to take care of 
anyone except myself, it was still a 
struggle because, like you, 1 had bills 
to pay and a house to keep in good re­
pair, and you don't get rich working 
for Uncle Sam! For those of you who 
are married and have mouths to feed, 
it's even rougher since it can be dis­
turbingly easy to lose control when it 
comes to spending money on women's 
clothes. This I know all too well. 

I feel it's crucial not to go overboard 
when you're shopping, mainly because 
it's really not necessary. Unless you're 
living full time or regularly attend 
events tailored to the transgendered, 
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just how many outl"its do you need to 
buy at any one time? Speaking for 111)­

self. l'\'c never bought more than two 
outflts at once since. \\ilh precious few 
exceptions, my only outings are the 
monthl}' meetings of Renaissance. 

Right off the bat, 1 'm not going lo 
tell anyone how to spend their mon<'y, 
just as I wouldn't want anyone to tell 
me ho" to spend mine, but you don't 
have to break the bank lo look nice. 
You don·t ha\'e to shell out $300 for a 
single outfit from Mncy's or Bloomie's 
when you c:an purchasc- two or three 
from places like Sears or Penney's. 
But, if you choose to sp<'nd huge 
amounts of cash on on<' outl"it to im­
press your friends at a meC>ting. go 
right ahead. That's not my thing. 

Tlw same goes for t'VCl)thing else. 
Do you need a S400 natural hair wig 
when a S)1llhetic ,ersion will look just 
as good for a mere q uarter of the cost';> 
~I ust you fork out $800 for a leather 
coat ,~hen outlet malls sell the same 
thing for three times less or better? ls 
it essential to have enough cosmetics 
lo supply an Avon lady, or enough 
clothes to stock a boutique when you 
only go out once a month? The key 
here is weigh "want" versus "need·· and 
spend accordingly. 

Of course, l know that sometimes 
you have to spend a lot in order to get 
quality. Two years ago, I shelled out 
$125 for a pair of black leather pumps 
from a shoe store in New York. At first, 
I felt bad about having spent that 
much, but those shoes were supremely 
comfortable. ormally, women's shoes 
start to pinch after only a couple of 
hours, but I've worn those pumps for 
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11pw,1rds of si x hours without so much 
,is a twinge. So that expenditure was 
worth it since• I wear them a lot. 

\ rmecl with common S<'llS<', look for 
dq>artmc>nl stor<' s,tlC's, <'specially bC'­
fon\ during, and aftc·r any major holi­
cl,1\, as I often do. You'd bC' surprised 
at ·,he bargains you can ftnd. If you hw 
rwar an 011tl<'l mall (as we luck~ Phi II) 
ar<'a girls do wit h the h11mo11gous 
Franklin ~lilts \tall). check tllC'111 out. 
Tia<• savings you can g<'t at such places 
border on 111crccliblt·. ancl r m talking 
first class merc:handist• all thC' way! Be 
a wise and frugal shopper 

Now. this dot•sn't nwan you should 
be a relentless. seven-days-a-wt'ek 
penny pincher like moi. Tt doesn't hurt 
to splurge on something ultra-nic<' or 
extr.wagant every now and then. F'or 
me, once everv three or four months. 
after l'v<' scri1{1ped and saved and 
spent wisely, I trC'at myself to some­
thing special, usuall) a flashy suit. 
(Cod! How I love suits!) I consider 
that a reward for all those weeks spent 
being frugal and cost conscious. This 
yon can do, too. 

\\'hen I say, "be smart, buy smart 
and look smart" al the end of my col­
umn. I'm not trying to be clever, I'm 
saying us<' your brains when you shop. 
No matter what vour marit,11 status. 
you should estal;lish a ceiling on how 
'much to spcnd <>very month on 
women·~ clothing based on how much 
vou cam and stick to it. Unless vo11r in· 
~om<.> is derived solclv from cro~sdress­
ing (i.e. female impc~sonators). b) no 
mt'ans should it be the largest single 
e,pcnse in a household budget. 

To <>nd my sermon on spendinf?; lim­
its, I don't want to discourage anyone 
from shopping to your heart's content, 
J merely suggest you think befor<' you 
whip out the plastic. Crossdressing is 
supposed to be a pleasurable. enjo}·­
able experience, and believe 
me, it's awfully hard to enjoy 
yourself when guilt ridden 
over having spent way too 
much on the dress you're 
wearing. 

Until next month, re­
fer to the quoted phrase 
above and make it your 
mantra! 
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'Irans'llamp Pu6{ications 
pro,u{{y presents 1(fz{ina Jsato s 

o Tales of A Sexy Vampire, Second Edition 
@ The Sexy Vampire Cookbook 

Each volume is 20 and chock f u.lJ of makeup 
and image advice on how to look, act, and feel 
you.r . exy best. S nd 2 for more information 
about tl,ese books and n w wig brochu.r . 
Discretion ~ sured. 

Debra's Closet 
Fashionable Consignments 

ew Designer Fa hion 
Layaways 
•VISA• 

I -J \\~ 
.:... fary Lenuio, 2300 Walnul SI. 1405, • Ma terCard • 

•Discover• 
• AMEX • 

Eileen Shields Pudleiner Private Evening Shopping 
by Appointment Free Consultation • Free Brochure 

Dermatologist Recommended 

A.B.E. Electrolysis Hargrov Plaza 
2673 Haddonfi Id Road 
P nnsuaken, J 08110 

609.486.9636 

40% off your first visit 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
Allentown, Pa. 
Hazleton, Pa. 
Kunkletown, Pa. 

610-867-9446 
610-434-1420 
717-455-4595 
610-381-4758 

Transvestite? Transsexual? 
Dominant? Submissive? 

Fantasies? Fetishes? 
Too shy to meet in person? 

Cal I now to where all I ifestyles are treated in an 

i ntel I igent, caring, creative way. Perhaps you have 

thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? Why be alone? 

Call me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy exploration. Ms. Scarlet, 

Sweet TV Kelly and myself are available to train or transform you into the glamour 

girl , or demure girl you desire to be. 

Privacy assured. Call now for free 24 hour info: 215-602-2888. 
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The Renaissance Volunteers 
\\ hat k p R naiss. nc aliv , rv­

in~ th n d of tnm g nd r d p opl 
around the country, i th pirit of 
volun ri m. o one involved with 
th mnnin of th I rgani,r.a-
tion ( tt r, 
publi ncl 
n~ ~k 
who local 

hap r . lary. 
Mo t of sit ions of 

re ponsibility took th job b 
Lhe didn 't want our outr acl o 
top. Th , r m mb r wh n re 

in th closet, all alon witl1 ti s-
g nd ling , and thinking the 
were nly p rson in thC' world who 
~ It I s. Th n. tltc fou 1ai -
sance and had a hanc to b m aS 

whol human being . The cl to 
give som thing back, to continue' th 
eITort to r uch th I opl \ ho 
I ran and to pro-

• ca re trnns-
g (' rs who 
h th fore. 

These p opl volunt r cl and we 
~ I th hould g<'t • v ral rounds of 
applau for their commitm nt. ITort, 
and en ' rgy on b half of Renaissance' 

Sean O'Neill .. , 
ten throughou day, and of 

th t of th ir • the 
j1 ucated! Th n 

" at. 
ations: Riki \\ ilchins turned 

h xual Menac hirt in id -
o re co • • urt room, 
to not irritate pt during 
th r ading o h n it 
was out on dis n tration 
on th u as w II 
man d a . problems 
, hat er. during hi 
r adi ft . did take a 
(good-natur • th transgen-
c •d-"You cannot lobby fo r a 
s my juri diction", h said. 

th judg was xp cting 
th worst from th crowd all day, but 

ardn in ct r 
El ecr tary, 

(Dal. dministrator) 
Jo r a ur r 
Jo b rt re ·tor of ut-

n·acl at m nt) 
laryann Kirk · oDirector of 

Outr ach (Public utrc-ach ) 
Eli,.ab ·th - - 'oDire ·tor of 

I mb r hip 
Em ldon- oDir ·ctor of 

l mb 
lison Laing-Dir ctor at Larg<' 

Bl"th larshal-Dir<'ctor at Lar 
(News! ttc-r Di.tribution ) 

Dr. \\'m. tayton-Dircctor at Larg 
Kelly I larri -Dir ctor at Large 
Linda- Director at Large 

clani Bryant- orp rat ouns 
wpler Leaders also hold a . ea/ 011 

the 'ational Board. 

96 D )aware Chapter Board: 
I I I 11 11111- hapt r Lead r 

t phani<:> 1.-Tr , urer 
Josic~ - ccretary 

t>,·c•1-yonc' ,, ,1s r p ctful of th 
procc· din 1s. Jam ; r nab ol11t<'l)' 
blew away th family and frie nd of th 
"victim " in th courtroom when he r -
v al cl hi ftM pa t. Their jaw all hit 
th floor in unison. 

nd then Ton e B r tto- cto tc ti­
fied. Ton l" jammed th District ttor­
n into tupidity , ith th cool , a he 
cl n cted Lh cross- xamination ques­
tion and hypoth ticals. ft r all wa 
ov r, th D shook hands with James 

re n, and apologized for the n, tur 
of th gu stion h had ask cl! 

Th "vi tims" and th ir par nts 
pla cl into Dumb nnd Dumber all 
through thi thing: on girl an is al-
l ged to hav s xuull a sault cl admit­
ted to having had sex ,vith an 51 
lime , and t stifi d he thought an 
w a boy all along. h thought an's 
br asts , r ju t fat rolls. 
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Kdi --□ir<"ctor of utrcach 
hristie I l.-Program Dir<'ctor 

'96 LSV Board: 
ptcr Lcack·r 

Eri ary 
Da 
Lin, r<' ·tor 

ar clit r 
Yvonn Laru<' 

har n - -Dir ctor at ·1rg 

'96 Gr. Philad lphia Boa.-d: 
}<'s ica Brandon- ,liaptcr ] .('adc•r 
Lorraine - - ecrC'tary 
J ann -Tr asurN 
Diana l ichcllc - -

Programs 
Eli,.ab th - -Outrch/ M C'ting 
Thcrl" are' man oth rs wh hPlp 

k p this or anization running; from 
the p opl who bring food for the 
me tings. to the writers who donat<' 
their tinw and effort to kC'ep ere~ & 
View (and th chapt r n w. ll"tt rs) 
fill cl wilh 11 scf11l ancl nt rtaining ilr­

ticlcs. to the folk who tuff th n ws-
1 tt r into nvc•lopcs, to tlw Phone 

rcw at th J ational ffi c , to tlw 
m mu >r who tak .s th lilll(' to talk to a 
n w per on at th monthly mC' ting 
Many thanks to all of ou. i 

nC' father and motlwr. whil tr.­

ing that th •ir daughtC'r was 110,, . o 
"traumatiz d .. b th(• as aults. adrnittc•d 
on th stand that th ) had nc•vN got-
t II marri cl , and didn't vC'n liv to-
g ther. The girl an had th mosts x 
wilh is till cha ing him . he call<'d him 
at horn on Thur cla ni ht. h 
mouth d a cl ath thr at in Lh court-
room ean's If 

Th ge a ent · 111 

chastising onl" o • go-
in on th Jer11J e an 
h sp nt reaclin ·s s For 
a cas that houl r I 11 ·o 
out-of-hand in ti t p on<' 
had a v ry rca o ou nd 
again , 1 wtmt to w proud I am of 
Riki , and of th Tran xual enac 
p opl , and of all they contributecll 

r at Job, 'all. A 
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Renaissance Organization Chart 

Renaissance National Board of Directors 

Executive Committee 

Managing Director Corporate Counsel 
Angela Gardner (1 996) Melanie -

I I I I 
Exec. Sec'y Outreach Directors Membership Directors Exec. Tres. 

Elaine - JoAnn Roberts Liz - Joanne-
Maryann Kirkland Emily Sheldon 

._ 

I I I I 
Gr. Ph Ila. Chapter LSV Chapter Delaware Chapter Directors At 

(Pa.) (Pa.) (Del.) Large 

I I I I I I 
mouth/Ocean MetroGender Gull Gender Atlanta Gender New York GIRL & Sooner 
sGender Network Alliance Exploration Partners Diversity 

Mon 
Tran 
PO B 
Red 
077 
908 

ox 8243 561 Hudson St., PO Box 870213 PO Box 77562 p Box 456 c/oPO Bm. ,57. 5 
K Bank, NJ Box 45, New New Orleans, LA Atlanta, GA •nter •ac:h, y or man, 

01 York, NY 10014 70187-1300 
•219•9094 201 • 794•1665, 

I 
Long Island 
Femme Expr'sn 

ext. 332 

PO Box 3015, 
lake Ronkonkoma, 
NY 
11779-0147 

I 
connectlcuTVlew 
c/o PO Box 2281 
Devon. CT 
06460 

For that one of a kind dres 
for the once ill a while woman ... 

Sewing b 
The Occasional Woman 

cu tom creatio11s-co t11me -alteration 

LoRRAI A DER 0 

I 
PPOC 

30357 
404•435•4203 

PO Bo 10 
Yorha Linda, 
926 6 

11720 
.516• 732• 21H 

I 
Northeastern Pa. 
Transgender 
Alliance, NEPTGA 
Call for directions 
and information, 
610-821-2955. 

73070 

I 
Chicago 
Gender Society 
PO Box 578005, 
Chicago, IL 
60657 
708-7 49-1202. 

Large Selection 
Rene of Paris, Henry Margu. Eva Gabor 

and more. 
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Call Jor appointment 
(610) 446-0799 
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Press For Change Makes Legal 
Headway in UK 
Decision May Make Employment Discrimination 
Against Transexuals Illegal Throughout Europe 

London • Janua ry 7, l996 
Briti h lranss xual rights group, 

Pr s • or hang , r port a break­
through decision at the Europ an 
Court of J ustic which apparently ren­
ders employment discrimination 
again t transcxuaJs ilJegal throughout 
th European ommunity. In th ens 
of P v and omwall ounty th Al­
tom y encral has recommended to 
the European 011rt that "equal treat­
ment for men and women" should 
cov r lransexuaJ a wc•ll. 

If confirm d, th Court's d ci ion 
will make unlm ful discrimination 
against transsexuals on the grounds 
that they ar going to h ve or have had 
g ncler r a signmcnt It i rnr for 
uch recommendation to not b rati-

fi cl. The ca of P v and om, all 
ounty ouncil involved a ~ltF 

Iran xual, P, who wa t rminat cl 
from h r job when sh appli d to 
come to work as a woman. 

T h apparent breakthrough comes 
ju t ns a Parliamentary IP, lex 

arlile, has announced his introduc­
tion of a bill en, bling trans xuaJs in th 

.K. to legall chang thei r sex. Cr .at 
Britain ha remni11 cl on of the~ w 
European countri s wh re tmnsgen-
cl red individual arc till b Id to b lc­
gaJI of th ir birth ex, in pit of hav­
ing undergone social transition and full 
urgical reassignment. 

For mor info: teph n \\'hittl , 
< T\\'hitt l @mmu.ac.ub. A 

Attention 
Chapters & Affiliates 

w & i w , ant our 
n w and vi w . If ou hav an 

nt I tu know about it b -
fore hand. ( t least on month 
b for .) Aft r th e ent mak 
ur w g t a r vi , and som 

photo . Th impo1tant word in 
R nai anc w & i w i 
R nai anc . L t th oth r 
m mber of R nai anc know 
what your egm nt of th orga­
nization i up to. 

nd our pr s r ] as s r -
vi w and photo to: 

Renai sance &V 
PO Box 530 
Ben alem, PA 19020. 
or Email to 
<heosalem@cpcn.com> 

GENDER ISSUES 
with Dr. Lee Etscovitz 

Individual and Small Group Sessions 
Reasonable Rates 

CREATIVE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 

ASSOCIATES 
PO Box 471 • WIiiow Grove, PA • 19090 

Leave A Private Message: (215) 657-1560 

P K Consulting Associates 
Patricia Klein, M.S. 

exuality Is ue 
Orientation • Gender Identity 

Parln r • Families 

1013 Brooksid Rd 
Allentown, P I 106 

Bo 3624 
610- 21-2955 
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BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGI T 
Individual, Family Marital 

Divorce & exual Coun eling 

Judith D. Dean 
Ed. D., M. Div., M.S. 

Suite 110 
55 Princeton-Hightsown Rd. 
Princeton Junction J 08550 

(609) 275•6556 



Be the woman of your dreams, from the 
woman who makes your dreams come true. 
Join me for a private, exotic and exclusive 

makeover in a warm and understanding 
atmosphere. This is a non-sexual service 

and novices are welcome. 
Discretion assured. 

Call (215) 830-1131 for free consultation 




