Unreliable admissions

Lord Justice SCARMAN, silling
with Lord Justice Ormnron and
Mr Justice SwaNwick, sad yes-
tevday: “The  adwissions,  in |
whatever  circumstances lhm‘,’
came lo IN' IIhllh'. must l“‘ un-
reliable and the convictions ac- |’
covdingly uuN be unsale .'nnl{

unsatistactory.

Lattimore would need all the
help society could give hun on
his veturn to the community. Al
three veally needed
olhicers” help, but it would be
wrang o put them on probation
moaelation 1o oflences of which
they nocent.,

e the appeal evidener
was heard Trom tire experts and
patholozists about the estimated
tunes ol the starr ot the fire
and Conlait’s death,

It showed that while the fire
was at about 1aame, Confait had
probably  been  strangled  no
Later than midnight and possibly
as early as 6G.30 puan.

Lord  Justice  SCARMAN - said
that a crucial aspect of the pro-
secution case al the tral was
that the Killing was within a
ouatter ol minutes of the start
ol the liye,

it conld be shown that a
substantial perod ol time must
have clapsed between Confait's
death d the highting of the
liee: the story aiven in the ad-
missions could ot bé true,

Mnere

Reading on hed

The account of events which
ecmerged from police interroga-
tion was that the three youths
wenl to the flat 1o steal from
Conlait.  Leighton, it was said,
lound him  sitting on a bed
reading.

Lattimore put a piece of elec-
tric flex round Confail's neck
and strangled him. Salih was at
the door watching, 'l‘lm trio then
sprinkled  ovaratlin - about  and
started o fire with the idea of
destroving any fingerprints.

Sul the new evidence
lished that this was not so.

Absence ol evidence of a
Cshenggele in Conbat’s tat and the
fact the Hex was pul away ina
drawer  alterwards  were con-
sistent with the hypothesis that
the Killer was known to hion

Conlait possinly allowed  the
Ligature Lo be put round  his
neck tor some sexual purpose.
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'TWO YOUTHS convicted in 1972 of the klllmg

of‘a male prostitute who dressed as a
woman and was called the * Funny Man ™ were
cleared- and freced in the Appeal Court
yesterday.

Fresh medical evidence heard during the appeal—
ordered by the lome Sccretary—established that the
dead man, MaxweLt Conrarr, 26, was strangled at his

Catford flat  carlier” than
originally thought.
This meant that alleged

conlessions by the youths to
the police that they were res-
ponsible for the killing could
not be true, said Lord Justice
Scanrman, They had alibis for
the time death was now said
to have taken place.

‘The 4wo, who had been in
custody since shortly after Con-
fait was found dead, were Coun
Gronrae: LATTIMORE—a '.’l-_\'l:ur-
ald with the mental age of an

cizht-vear-old -— of  Nelgarde
Road, Cattord, and RoNatp Wil
Liase Leicuron, 19, of Doggott

Road, (‘..4@1‘1].

Murder conviction
was  convicted of
and  arson  and

murder and arson.
subject ot

5 Lattimore
manslaughter
qu.hlon of
Lattimore was made
A hospital ovder and has been
I.ul Lmpton. Leighton  was
ardeced 1o be detained at dler
1 L ||| shvS pleasunre

thard  youth, Ausmier Sacug,
| Caraline Walk, Thames.
' who was on parole from
|« detention order on
also had has

ln ol
mead,
toursear
She arson chargge.
, comvichion quashed,
P Conlait’s hody was tound by
G hemen called ta Jus tl e
f Dozsent the might of

Road an

Aprak 20022, 1972 Lattimore,
i hethiton and S, |I|}| vere later
Carvested cancermmg other tnes,
Sand aduntted bemg o concerned

s three,

Police <aid that
questioned about
g and the fire

aflter bheme
Conlat's kill-
they admilted

bemng involved.

These alleyeed conlessions
were culleaged by the detence !

the trial, The youths dened

g some of the waovds atte
,
buted 1o them and allezed they
were strick or

threatened by
police when statemen!s  were
Lahen.
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