
This content downloaded from 
�������������72.74.213.98 on Tue, 05 Apr 2022 19:53:58 UTC�������������� 

All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

Page AS 
Berkeley Barb, April 22 - 28, 1.977 
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Reach The 

AN EVENING OF PURE 
"CHARLES PIERCE., 
CRAZINESS 

by Leonardo Madellani 

·People The Other 
• It has become somewhat of a 

chiche to. say that Charles Pierce 
is one of the best impressionists 
around, but in technical as well 
as entertaining terms, the bril­
liant comedian certainly is. What 

- amazes me is the fact that it 
took so long for him to achieve 
the national recognition that he 
now enjoys~ 

He has been around for a long 
time -- playing·mostly Gay clubs 
where his loyal followers could 
see_ him for the price of a drink. 
I first saw the versatile Pierce 
in Miami Beach many years ago 
at a place called the Onyx Room. 
At that time aimost all of his 
material was pre-recorded and 
he relied more on the talents of 
people- like "Rio Dante" and a 
drag called "Jackie" to help 
put the show·over. 

Now, many years later he is 
appearing at ''The City." The 
formula is pure Pierce -- one 
that we are all familiar with. At 
''The City" Pierce makes his 
entrance from the back of the 
audience and glitters his way on 
to the stage to wild applause. 

He is wearing a skin tight dress 
with Green Sequins all over it. 
The spotlights bounce off of them 
filling the room with tiny l'ights. 
Over the dress the impression­
ist is wearing a white floor len­
gth fur • coat. As he gets up on 
the stage he I ifls the dress enough 
to show his legs. I must say -­
that for a man he has fabulous 
legs. • n 

Pierce is best when he' throws· 
out his one-liners. "Squeeze a 
fruit for Anita" and "Suck on an 
orange - - the one that sucks back 
is from California." He then 
whirls around to the audience 
and says, "See, I do have some 
new lines for the older people." 
The reference of course is to 
those that have seen so many of 
his shows -- and complain that 
he never has any new_.roiltines. 

Charles Pierce unleashes his 
impressions of Gloria Swanson, 
·Bette Davis, Mae West, Joan 
Crawford, Julie London and Ta­
lulah Bankhead. Wide-eyed, as 
Gloria, he tells the audience 
"people who remember me can't 
chew." • 

Most of hts impressions are 
very very funny ... giving fam­
ous people lines that they, of 
cour-se, never uttered. The only 
place that the routine dragged 
a little {no pun intended) was 
during the Talullah Bankhead 
number. 

Pierce uses every second of 
time on the stage to achieve his 
comic purpose. It all looks easy 
-- but the comic genius obvious­
ly· takes painstaking c~re with 
every detail. He is a master of 
timing. 

.,ie had the audience in the 
palm !)f his hand on op~ning 
night as he threw out one-liners 
like ''they are making a sequel 
to 'Roots'•called .'fruits' -~ trac­
ing Gay History." And then as 
Bette Davis. speaking to Talul­
Iah Bankhead "I bet you could 
sit on an Ice Cream cone and 
tell me what flavor it is." 

In the show also is the cast of 
"Living Dolls" -- puppets that 
Charles hangs around his neck 
and manipulates their legs and 
arms. Especially good are .his 
puppet routines on Shirley Tem­
ple and Rosemary Clooney. 

And be is also·now using slides 
behind his act, apparently to 
give him time to change to an­
other fabulous costume. Ont> of 
these mini slide shows projects 
him on the screen in a sw'im­
ming pool in high drag -- as a 
shark is chasing him and finally 
devours Charles and ends up 
wearing the drag. Very funny. 

rt is a triumph~nt return for 
Pierce -- the darling of San 
Fra,ncisco. To watch this return 
were many dignitaries -- his 

mother Jesse, Michelle (well­
known to San Francisco Theater 
and club audiences) and writer 
of ''Tales of the City" Armi­
stead Maupin. 

Charles Pierce is "Bitchy" 
humor at its best. 

SA VE OUR CHILDREN FROM 
ANITA BRYANT - MINISTER 
ASSAILS ANTI-GAY DRIVE 

A fop official of the National 
Council of Churches recently said 
that the washed-up singer Anita 
Bryant and her anti-homosexual­
ity campaign misrepresent cer­
tain Christian positions and ste­
reotype homosexuals. 

The Rev. G. William Sh eek, 
director of the National Council's 
family ministries and _human 
sexuality program, in a letter to 
the Dade County, Florida com­
munissioners said he was deep­
ly concerned "about certain 
myths and stereotypes that are 
being perpetuated in the dialogue 
over the ordinance concerning 
civil rights for homosexuals." 

Dade County, which includes 
Miami, recently passed an ordi­
nance which banned discrim"ina­
tion against homosexu!!-IS in • 
housing and employment. 

Bryant is a leader in a cam­
paign called Save Ou~ Children, • 
which is seeking a county refe­
rendum airried"at overturning the 

·ordinance. The campaign has 
enlisted the support of a nulnbe'i;' 
of reljgious leaders in the area. 

During the campaign, Bryant ' 
has been quoted as saying that, 
''God puts homosexuals in • the 
same category as murderers" 
and that the conflict in the coun­
ty is "a battle of the agnostics, 
the atheists and the ungodly on 
one side and God's people on the 
other." 

The Rev. G. Sheek, however, 
said it is "simply not ture" that 
the Bible has a single and· clear 
position on homosexuality· is a 
"sin against nature" not to be 
tolerated 1n society-. 

MORE EVENTS .. 

Opening this 'week ''The Ors­
bprn Tapes" at the Old Spaghet­
ti Factory promises to also be 
an evening of zany comedy fun. 
It is described as a lost and 
found musicale. It must be be: 
caus·e they tell me that a fish 
sings the blues' and a woman le­
vitates on her ironing board in 
this wacky musicale. . 

The musicale is based on the 
imaginative recordings of com­
.poser Daniel Orsborn who also 
wrote the music for the movie 
''Smile." It runs the musical 
gamut from Karate rock and Ital­
ian muzak to mock opera. 

This is not a mis-print. It will 
be in the "Blue Boodle Theatre" 
in the ''Old Spaghetti Factory at 
478GreenStreet. Showtimes are 
Wednesdays through Fridays, 
10 p.m. Tickets are available at 
all jamor ticket agencies. Bring 
your ironing board. 

L. 

CLASSIFIED 
DISPLAY 
RATES 

$15 • per column inch. 
$5 for photographic pro-· 
cessing. 
$15 fQr reverse (white 
type on b 1 a ck b1:l,Ck­
ground) first time only. 

•• BULK DISCOUNT 
10% discount when buy­
ing 10 or more column 
tnches in the same issue. 
No other discounts or. 
earned rates available. 

Special artwork and de­
sign are available· at 
·extra charge. The size 
• of the type in the ad will 
depend on, the amount of 
:copy. For more infor-
mation call 849-1040. 

Papers Don't· 
THE NEW 

IN MASSAGEq THE FINEST -a ari 
$500 OFF WITH THIS AD 

OPEN 
MON-SAT 
11:00 TO 3:00 

SAUNA 
STEAM 

SHOWERS 

. 
TREAT YOURSELF LIKE A KING 

COME AND TAKE A SAFARI WITH US 

881-9819 

'22125 MISSION BL VD., HAYWARD, CA. 

IT'S HOT 
Berkeley, Honolulu, 

• • • and now Sacramento 
Steve's Health And Social Club 
Newly Remodeled - Opening March 10, 1977 

THE 
STEAffl 

FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT - - 4 o' OUTDOOR POOL 
SUN DECK HYDRO-SPA EXERCISE ROOM 
TY LOUNGE POOL TABLE SNACK BAR • 

OP£N 24 HOURS 
LOCKERS$ a.so 
ROOMS $ s.oo· WORHS 
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