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Christine Jorgensen, transsexual
pioneer, dead at age 62

Thirty four years after she
shocked the world by changing her
gender, Christine Jorgensen died of
cancer May 3. She was 62.

With a blend of amazement and
titillation, the news media turned
her into a celebrity upon her return
from Denmark where the surgery
was performed in a government
hospital in Copenhagen. She had
hoped to keep her sex change pri-
vate, but a family friend revealed
her secret to reporters, setting off a
media circus. Not only was she the
subject of newspaper and magazine
stories, she even became the butt of
comedians’ jokes.

“l have no regrets over the
publicity,” she said in the late’70s,
“but at first I hated it.”

She was born George Jorgensen
to parents of Danish descent in the
Bronx, N.Y. Jorgensen was drafted
into the Army and served a trau-
matichitch, Afterwards,he worked
as a photographer. At one point he
learned that sex change operations
were being performed in Denmark,
but were notwidely publicized. After
saving for two years, he sailed to
Denmark for a year of hormone
treatments and eventually the three
operations that made her a woman.

She took hormones for the rest of
her life, and when she reached her
50’s she began to worry that they
could cause cancer. But the cancer
that took her life was not related to
the sex change operation or to the
continuing hormone therapy. Her
mother alsodied from the same sort
of bladder cancer.

Regarding her instant notoriety,
Jorgensen once observed, “I guess it

was at the beginning of the sexual
revolution and I justhappened tobe
one of the trigger mechanisms. I'm
very proud that I was there when
the movement started. I may not
have started it myself, but I gave it
a good swift kick in the pants.”

Thanks in great part to her will-
ingness to be open about her sex
change, she lived to see what was
considered a bizarre surgical proce-
dure become much more common,
so common, in fact, that today some
people cannotimagine the problems
she faced. For instance, she was
barred from appearing on televi-
sion. “I think they thought I was
goingto take off my clothes and run
screaming through the studio.” In
1953, police in Las Vegas said they
would arrest her on charges of
masquerading if she appeared on
the Saraha Hotel stage in women’s
clothes. Although Jorgensen was
twice engaged, she never married.
One reason was the discrimination
she faced as a transsexual (a term
she never used); New York State
refused to issue her a marriage li-
cense. The other reason, she said,
was quite normal.

“I was deeply in love twice. But 1
was never in love with anybody 1
was engaged to. And I was never
engaged to anybody I loved. Isn’t
that a perfectly normal syndrome?”

While she capitalized on her fame
to some degree—includng 10 years
with a touring night club act, stage
roles, television talk shows and col-
lege lectures—she refused movie
contracts and, when she was
younger, any offer that she consid-

continued on page 9

Sometimes “IT” isn't
so bad...Angela Gardner,

Renaisance Greater

Philadelphia Chapter

It may have happened to you.
You’re out in public, all dressed up
with hair and makeup perfect.
You’re with friends and you feel
really relaxed. You’re having a good
time. Maybe you even say to your-
self, “Wow, no one’s looked twice.
I'm really passing.”

Then, “IT” happens. A woman
two tables away looks right at you.
She turns to her companion and
they both stare at you. You get that
sinking feeling in the pit of your
stomach. You've been “read.”

Of course, you ignoreit. You turn
back to your friends and conversa-
tion, but you say a little less. Per-
haps some of the fun has been let
out of the experience. No matter
how hard you try not to think about
it, a tiny voice in your head is say-
ing, “They know; they know.” You
may even convince yourself of a
domino effect and now the whole
room knows you are a male. Each
and every glance your way turns
into a full stare.

If you are truly comfortable with
your feminine side, if you really
believe it is okay for you to be
crossdressed in public, you won’t be
bothered by alook or twofromacross
the room. You'll continue to have
fun. If, on the other hand, you are
uneasy with the attention, maybe
you're trying too much too soon.
Maybe you shouldn’t have chosen
the fancy restaurant foryour debut.

For a long time, I only dressed at
home. When I decided to explore my
feminine side in more depth, I found
acceptance in a support group.

continued on page 6
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Chapter news & notes

If no address is given for an organizer, wrife or call ke office.

New Jersey

South Jersey: Tina Louise,
chapter leader. Write ¢/o Box 2,
Glassboro, NJ 08028. Regular
meetngs will be held on the first
Saturday of each month. The
location is the Atlantic Mental
Health Center, Inc. 2002 Black
Horse Pike, McKee, N.J. Meetings
start at 9 p.m.

Pennsylvania

Greater Philadelphia area:
Teri Kay, chapter leader. Write
c/o Box AD, Bensalem, PA 19020.
Meets third Saturday of the month
at the original King of Prussia
location. Doors open - 9:00 p.m.;
new memberorientation-9:30 p.m.,
main program - 10:30 p.m.

No smoking is permitted in
the meeting rooms.

Reading: Susan -,
chapter leader: Write c/o Box
14421, Reading, PA 19607 for the
latest information.

The Reading chapter is meeting
twice a month. There is a dinner-
social held at THIS IS IT, 801
Walnut St., in Reading, every second
Wednesday of the month. A regular
membership-business meeting is
held on the second Saturday of the
month.

The chapter has a list of local
resources and publishes their own
newsletter.

Harrisburg/York: Elsajjjjjj
is coordinating a Lower
Susquehanna Valley chapter.
Interested parties should write her
at Box 7412, York, PA 17404,

General Information
For those who want to start a
group but do not wish to affiliate
with Renaissance, we have
Community Qutreach Bulletin #1,
Creating An Organization, available
for $1.25,

Renaissarce News

© 1989 Renaissance Edueation
Association, Ine., Box 1263,
King of Prussia, PA 19406
Subscription: $12 per yean

Senior Editor:
JoAnn Hoberis
Contributing Editors:
Paula Jordan Sinclair
Alison Laing
Administrative Assistants:
Susan-,Beth & Rachel
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Creative Design Services

For the lalest information about
events call: 215-640-9449,24 hours a
day.

Renaissance is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization providing
education and support to the
gender community at large.

And, don’t forget about...

¢ The PCHA Food Bank: Please
bring canned and dried food to the
next Philadelphia Chapter meet-
ing.

¢ The Reading Chapter also is
collecting for their local food bank.
Ifyou attend the Reading meetings,
please bring canned or dried foods.

* The last of the Benjamin
books, The Transsexual Phenom-
ena are back in stock. When these
are gone, there are no more. The
Deluxe Edition is $39.95 and the
Regular Edition is $35.95.

* Background Papersare avail-
able for $1 each plus $.25 postage
for each pair ordered. Eight papers
are available: 1-Myths & Miscon-
ceptions About Crossdressers, 2-
Reasons for Male to Female
Crossdressing, 3-PARTNERS:
Spouses/SOs of Transvestites and
Transsexuals, 4-Telling the Chil-

dren, 5-An Annotated Bibliography,
6-Telling the Children: A
Transsexual’s Pointof View, 7-What
Is Renaissance?, and 8-HIV Safety
and Ethics.

¢ 3R addictionrecovery support
group meets at King of Prussia on
third Sat. of the month.

¢ The Pen Pal Project. If you are
willing to write letters to pen pals,
please let Alison know. Write to the
office, c/o Dept. PP.

* Believe it or not, the Greater
Philadelphia Chapter has already
scheduled a date for their 1989
Christmas Party. Pencil in Satur-
day, December 9.

* Articles and apinion pieces for
thenewsletterare alwayswelcomed.
We do want to hear what you have
to say about what goeson in Renais-
sance andin the communityatlarge.
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Business Report
Thru 31 May

Membership Count: 242

Starting Balance: $2541.79
Income:
Dues & Donations $394.00
Publications 175.45
Honorarium 100.00
From Chapiers 198.00
Subtotal: $867.45
Expenses:
To Chapters $182.00
Newsletter 140.00
Office 50.00
Library 24.00
17855
Subtotal: $574.55
Ending Balance: $2834.69
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Renaissance Meeting Calendar

July
1st
8th
15th

So. Jersey Chapter
Reading Chapter
Greater Phila. Chapter

August
5th
12th
19th

So. Jersey Chapter
Reading Chapter
Greater Phila. Chapter

Original articles may be reprinted if proper attribution is included.
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Opinion - Forum - mformation

Renaissance guilty, if caring is a crime...Alison Laing, Managing Director

The outstanding growth of
membership and the success of
Renaissance since its founding a
little over two years ago is testi-
mony to providing the right serv-
ices, in the right location, at the
right time. From the beginning, the
founders envisioned an open group
addressing the concerns and needs
of all transgendered persons, their
families and the community. Our
education and outreach programs
have been directed at the general
public, helping professionals,
friends, family and all members of
our community. Our education and
supportgoals are being met through
the public media, our own publica-
tions and chapter meetings.

In our zeal and enthusiasm to

help other “sisters” in different
geographic locations, we may ap-
pear to be implementing a policy of
“aggressive expansionism.” We
publicize the prospects of newgroups
and chapters being organized
throughout the U.S. (though mostly
in the mid-Atlantic region). We do
this in an upbeat way, encouraging
others to join with the hope of get-
ting a new group off to a good start.

There is no magic in the name
“Renaissance”, nor are there any
“secrets” of success. With or with-
out Renaissance backing, startinga
new group, or revitalizing an old
one, takes enthusiastic dedication,
commitment and just plain hard
work. The policy of Renaissance is
to help eny like-minded, “open”

group of transgendered people to
mold themselves into an organiza-
tion that serves their local needs. If
using “Renaissance” as a banner
helps, then fine. We welcome groups
that desire to take advantage of our
national newsletter distribution,
and other support services, by be-
coming chapters. If a group desires
to remain independent, that’s okay
with us too. We offer advice, guid-
ance and publicity — no strings
attached — to any “open” group.

Aggressive expansionism? Yes,
if that's what you call the goal of
helping others to develop their or-
ganizations to serve their local
needs. We, of Renaissance, can think
of no greater indictment, and we
plead: GUILTY as charged!

The secrets of our success...JoAnn Roberts

Many people have mused, both
publicly and privately, on the suc-
cess of Renaissance. They want to
know what our “secrets” are. We're
only too glad to share them.

The first seeret is hard work.
Every person involved in the man-
agement of Renaissance, from the
local level to national leadership,
has made a personal commitment
of time and energy to the group.

The second secret is good team
building. This isa management skill
learned through work experience. A
good management team needs spe-
cial talents that create synergy:the
sum being greater than its parts.
Those talents are:

¢ Facilitation — The ability to
get things done by working with
others.

* Practicality — The ability and
the confidence to speak out when
othersseem to be planting their feet
firmly in midair.

* Prudent frugality — The abil-
ity to control the purse strings and
keep the dreamers from running
wild with others’ money.

® Creativity — The ability to
develop new and innovative ideas.

¢ Strategy — The ability to proj-
ect from the present to the future,
and provide a backup plan.

Once the team has a few people
with these qualities, the rest of the
positions should be filled with team
players. They help gain support for
ideas andmakesure that thoseideas
are carried out.

The third secret is to delegate
responsibility. But eouple responsi-
bility with authority. Itisfoolish to
expect people to accomplish any-
thing without command of the re-
sources needed. This concept is
known as “empowering.”

The fourth and final secret is
avoid some typical management
“sins.” Specifically:

* Avoid autocratic decisions —
Get everyone on the team involved
to build a consensus. Make deci-
sions based on all the information
available.

* Eschew fuzzy goals — Develop
precise objectives, or tell people
exactly what isexpected from them.
Andgive them the authority to doit.
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Don’t meddle unless there is a seri-
ous problem.

* Eliminate inconsistent behav-
ior — Most people can deal with any
style of management if they know
what to expect. Keeping them off
balance with erraticbehavior breeds
disappointment, frustration and
anger.

* Wipe out abuse of privilege —
Managers have a right to some
perks, but overdoing it sends the
message, “I'm better than you are.”
This leads to unproductive dissent.

¢ Break rigid traditions — Tradi-
tions have their place in every soci-
ety, but not all traditions are neces-
sarily good ones. Inability to change
leads to stagnation.

* Avoid favoritism — Favoritism
is, in a word, discrimination. It
destroys morale. When only a select
few have their opinions heard, con-
fidence in leadership drops. New
people may have better ideas. Give
them air time and listen.

So, there they are. Not surpris-
ingly, there are no “secrets,” just
good sense and good management
techniques.
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Epilady, Trick or Treat?...Debbic [N

I want to pass along a few per-
sonal observations and a money-
saving idea.

First, how many of you have
rushed out to buy your very own
Epilady hair removal system? How
many have been brave enough to
use it — more than once? The ads
say it may produce a “slight tingling
sensation” the first time you use it.
Is there anybody out there who has
used it who would agree with that
claim? It’s very obvious tothe most
casual user that the device literally
pulls the hair out by the roots.
Funny, I've never felt any “slight
tingling” upon having my hairpulled
out by it’s roots—no matter where it
may be located on my bedy. The
bottom line here is this “wonderful
gift” for the sophisticated woman is
also one of the most hideous devices
of torture ever perpetrated upon
the fairer sex in modern times.

I will admit, through regular use

of the device, one can obtain hair-
less, stubble-free skin that is exqui-
sitely sensual. And, as most know
well, hair that is removed this way
may not return for several weeks. I
have discovered that if you ecan
survive the trauma during the ini-
tial use of this device, you are likely
to feel less and less discomfort with
repeated use. This is because new
hair growth doesn’t seem to be as
painful to remove.

Since hair does not grow at a
uniform rate, repeated use of the
device pulls fewer and few hairs in
any given treatment. You don’t
havehave lesshairtopull, but fewer
hairs will be pulled at any one time.
Logicallythen, the lesshairspulled,
the less discomfort.

So, if you are brave enough to
participate in this trendy approach
to hairremoval, I would like to offer
some words of advice from my own
experiences,

The first place I used the Epilady
was on my lower calves, around the
ankles. The pain was sounbearable
that it took my breath away. I
quickly decided that shavingwasn’t
really all that inconvenient. I also
concluded that anybody who would
continue the use of this high-tech
nightmare must surely be a serious
masochist, which upon further con-
sideration might not be such a bad
form of pain distraction.

Curiosity finally got the better of
me and several weeks later I began
acalculated program of regular use.
1 have detailed here some of the
“tricks” that I serendipitously dis-
covered.

Use an electrichairtrimmerfirst:
Searshas several models. Trim the
hair in the area that you wish to
remove to about a quarter inch in
length. Longer hairs tend to get
caught in the coils and pulled from
all the wrong angles resulting in

conlinued on page 9
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The Psychological Resource Center
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215-925-5260
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Clinical and Consulting Psychology

Richard A. Friend, Ph.D.
Director of Human Sexuality Services

Benjamin Franklin Business Center
834 Chesinut Street, Suite 311
Philadelphia, PA 19107

William R. Stayton, Th.D.

licensed psychologist
experienced gender counselor

987 Old Eagle School Rd., Suite 719
Wayne, PA 19087

by appointment

215-971-0700
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OFFICE (215) 971-0700

RESIDENCE (215) 334-0104
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TRANSGENDER COUNSELING
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WAVYNE, PA 10087

JEFFREY H. VAN SYCKLE, M.S.ED., C.A.C.
ADDICTION COUNSELOR

987 OLD EAGLE SCHOOL RD. - SUITE 719

Jo A. RoBERrs, Pu.D.

PERSONAL AND FAMILY ISSUES
COUPLES OF SPECIAL INTEREST

987 OLD EAGLE SCHOOL RD., SUITE 719

BY APPOINTMENT
215-971-0700

WAYNE, PA 19087 )
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Paula Jordan Sinclair... The NeWSQueen

Last month, this column started
off with an item about Madonna.
That was so much fun, we'll do it
again. You may recall that we had
reported that the rock superstar
had said “the most interesting men
I've met are the ones who are in
touch with their femininity.” It
appears that she has put that belief
into practice with her new “Express
Yourself” video. The $4 million-
plus opus features several men, but
perhaps the most interesting is the
one who appears in a leather dress.

L

Television recently hashad many
TV surprises. In April, the NBC
program Unsolved Mpysteries fea-
tured a story about con man Jerry
Dean Michael whoin 1975 posed as
Geraldine Carmichael, the inven-
tor of a nonexistent three-wheeled
car that he claimed got 70 miles to a
gallon of gas and was practically
indestructible. After duping inves-
tors into giving “her” $6 million,
Michael wasarrested and convicted
of fraud. But he skipped out on
authorities in 1980 and hadn’t been
heard of since.

After the show aired, authorities
received a tip that Michael, now 61,
was living in a rural community
eastofAustin, Tex.,and operating a
flower shop. At the time of his
arrest, Michael was posing as Kath-
erine Elizabeth Johnson.

LI

Johnson (nee Carmichael; nee
Michael) isn’t the only long-time
crossdresser who made it into the
news recently. In San Francisco,
the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence
celebrated their 10th anniversary
of combining street theater, gender
f—k drag, and political activism.

The sisters made their first big
public appearance at an anti-nu-
clear parade. Their attendance was
at first discouraged by the organiz-
ers of the demonstration because
the sisters were drag queens and
not germane to the issue of nuclear
war. “We knew that they were

simply havingalapse of conscience,”
said Sister Missionary Position,
“and that they would love us if we
showed up.” That was something of
an understatement, for the crowd
went wild at the sight of the nuns
carrying pom-poms, leading anti-
nuclear cheers and saying a rosary
for the time of nuclear peril.

In time, the sisters took up many
socialissues, and treated them with
a unique style of camp humor that
assaulted official pomposity. At the
height of their popularity, Sister
Boom Boom campaigned for San
Francisco city supervisor and gar-
nered over 20,000 votes in the 1982
election, In that same year the sis-
ters were responsible for producing
the first safe sex literature.

Eventually, divisions developed
in theorderresulting in a court case
that established The Sisters of Per-
petual Indulgence, Inc. A breaka-
way group organized as the Unin-
corporated Sisters of Perpetual
Indulgence.

Chapters of the main body have
been establishedin Seattle, Toronto
and Sydney, Australia.

The idea of men dressing up as
nuns has not been well-accepted by
many people. But there is no deny-
ing that the Sisters have had a
profound effect. “Genderidentifica-
tion and roles is the most emotion-
ally charged issue in our culture,”
said Sister Power Hungry Bitch,
one ofthe order’sfounders. “Mixing
that with the religious references
was an incredibly powerful vision.”

L X X ‘

While the sisters came from the
gay community, that community
still hasn’t totally embraced what
the order stands for. For example,
the Houston gay pride committee
guidelines for last month’s (June)
parade forbade “offensive drag”
whichwas defined asmen in dresses
with facial and body hair. Some
people, but evidently not those on
thecommittee, found the guidelines
ironic seeing as how they were an
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attempt to regulate an event that
commemorates the Stonewall Riots
of June,1969. Theriotsbeganwhen
a group of New York City drag
queens resisted what had been
common police harassment. That
event is considered to be the begin-
ning of the gay rights movement.
& & &

Another sort of offensive drag
became the target of angry citizens
in Washington, D.C., recently.
Residents of the Northwest neigh-
borhood around 10th and M streets
grew tired of playing host to
crossdressed prostitutesand so they
erected a banner over the intersec-
tion that read “The ‘girls’ have gone
to 5th and K.”

For ten years the intersection
had been famous for prostitution.
But then the area experienced a
real estateboom (houses are selling
for upward of $250,000), and the
sight of men in bikinis and short
skirts doesn’t fit the yuppie image.
The neighbors responsible for the
sign said they had nothing against
the ‘girls; they just hoped the ban-
ner would confuse their customers.

What did the business owners at
5th and K, primarily a commercial
area, have to say about the plan?
“We resent someone trying toshove
prostitutioninto our neighborhood,”
said the owner of one bar. But it
looks as if his worries are over.
Within a few weeks of its erection,
the banner was removed by city
workers because it was in violation
of a city ordinance.

& &S

Police in Turkey have a more
direct way of dealing with transves-
tites, but according to one report,
their tactics may be actually in-
creasing prostitution by men
dressed as women,

Atransvestite fromTurkey writes
that when they are arrested for
wearing women'’s clothes in public,
transvestites are often imprisoned
in cells where they have to sleep on

continued on page 7



“IT”...from page 1

Group meetings offer a safe, social
situation where you can learn to
relax and work on your public pres-
entation skills. Once youlearn tobe
at ease with your peersinthe group,
you may be ready to explore other
venues. Your comfort level with your
feminine image will increase over
time as you practice.

But even the most accomplished
crossdressers have moments of in-
security. Recently, I arrived about
fifteen minutes early for a Renais-
sance college lecture engagement.
Like nuns, weusually travelin pairs,
but this time I was going solo. As I
waited in the hallway, many stu-
dents and faculty passed meby with
nary anotice of my presence. Then,
“IT” happened.

A young woman came through
the doors at the opposite end of the
hall. She looked at me, crossed the
hall, and spoke with two other
women sitting there. She looked at
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me again before disappearinginto a
classroom. I knew my secret was
out, but I was there to talk about
crossdressing anyway.

The professorarrived and led the
way to the classroom for the lecture;
the same classroom which held my
“discoverer.” There she was, in the
front row.

After class she approached me
while I was speaking with some of
the other students. I smiled at her
and thought, “Great! This is where
she says,'I knew you were a guy.”
Her actual remarks took me quite
by surprise. After commenting on
the informative lecture, she said,
“When I first saw you in the hall-
way, [ didn’t know you were amale.
Ilooked twicebecausel thoughtyou
were aninteresting looking person.”

As it turned out, the professor
had not told the elass about my
lecture for that day. This woman,
like the rest of the students and

faculty, had no reason to suspect
thatI wasanything other than what
I appeared to be: an interesting
looking woman. My own insecuri-
ties led me to believe I had been
“read.”  had assumed, since [ knew
my true sex and gender, it also must
have been obvious to anyone who
looked at me twice. I let my own
awareness of my crossdressing work
against me.

Take a lesson from my experi-
ence. If you assume your “secret” is
out, it will become much more diffi-
culttomaintainyourfeminine poise.
Don't create your own sense of fail-
ure. Someone may “read” you. That
person may, or may not, let you
know they have done so. To some
degree, their reaction depends on
yourreaction. You put a lot of effort
into your image and your poise.
Believeinyourself andthen assume
the world believes the image you
present to it.
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The absolute last word on the toliet issue, we hope...Tina

With regard to the bathroom
debate going onin The Renaissance
News, some of the opinions ex-
pressed made me give thought to
the issue. I found one letter, in
particular, very interesting. It was
so instructional as to cover almost
everything one might want to know
about the use of bathrooms. Among
other points, this letter suggested
that one might inquire of a police
officer as to which bathroom would
be appropriate and also recom-
mended sittingdown tourinate. The
author revealed significant insight
into these issues.

There are, I believe, just a few
minor clarifications required to put
a wrap on this important subject.
Therefore, I offer the following
comments.
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*  Noise abatement — The
vocal utterances one makes in a
bathroom are often giveaways.
When speaking in a ladies’ room,
try toavoid using phraseslike, “How
about them Flyers?”, or “Where are
the urinals?” Coughing can also be
hazardous. Consider carrying a
kazoo. Coughing through a kazoo
may easethe sound to an acceptable
level.

*  Personalhygiene—Certain
actions, while acceptable in one
location, may not be acceptable in
another. For instance, shave before
you leave home. Shaving in the
ladies’s room only calls undue at-
tention to yourself.

&  Position —Itis correct that
you should sit to urinate, but please
make sure your feet are pointed in

, N.J.
the properdirection, towardthe stall
door. If they face the rear of the
stall, you are surely sitting in an
erroneous manner. And I cannot
emphasize too strongly the need to
remove undergarments before sit-
ting.

¢ Authoritarian advice —
Finally, when approaching a police
officer for counsel on which facility
is appropriate for use, it may be
preferable to seek one who is not
carrying a firearm.

Your newsletter is one of high
quality (this communication not-
withstanding). It is therefore my
hope that you will continue to ad-
dress subjects of great importance
and that this silliness over bath-
rooms can be ended.

NewsQ@ueen...from page 5

a bare stone floor and buy their own
food at higher prices charged other
inmates. He said they are also held
for much longer than the normal
period.

When they are released fromjail,
transvestites are ordered toa hos-
pital for treatment of “sexual ill-
nesses.” Other forms of official
harassment include “being pre-
vented from entering into our own
houses by police.”

The writer concluded by saying,
“We are not given any jobs and the
only thing we can do is prostitu-
tion.”

But help may be on the way from
the new gay movement in Turkey.
Following a hunger strike by gay
rights activists, the powerful Turk-
ish media has begun to report on
issues regarding sexual minorities.
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Turkeyisn’tthe onlyplace where
transgendered people have employ-
ment problems. The U.S. Navy has
court-martialed a sailor in Wash-
ington State for “conduct to the
prejudice of good order and disci-
pline and of a nature to bring dis-
credit upon the Armed Forces.”

Charles W. Marks had sought

help from Navy psychiatrists, but
was denied counseling. He then
turned to a transgendered support
group near the Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard where he was stationed.
He began attending the meetings
crossdressed and took the name of
Karen Davis. But the poop hit the
deck when he was spotted several
times in women’s clothes in the
vicinity of the shipyard.
* &S

Ms. Davis was following a long
line of transgendered people who
have chosen to serve their country
inuniform. One memberofthe elite
corps died recently.

Kenneth Ulane had flown com-
bat missions over Vietnam between
1964 and 1968. He later becamé a
pilot with Eastern Airlines. Then,
after 12 years with the airline,
Kennethbecame Karen in 1980. She
was fired for not fitting the “Wings
of Man” image. Ulane sued East-
ern, charging that the firing was
illegalunderfederallaw thatbanned
discrimination on the basis of sex.
Whileafederal districtjudge agreed
with her and ordered reinstatement
and $156,590 in back pay, the rul-
ing was overturned after an appeal
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by Eastern. Later, Ulane and the
airlinereached a private settlement
that her attorney said was “sub-
stantially more” than what the dis-
trict court had given her.

Although Eastern would not
employ her, a small air taxi and
cargo company in the Midwest did.
Recently, one of the company’s DC-
3s crashed in a field near DeKalb,
Ill. The three people aboard were
killed, including pilot Karen Ulane.
She was 48.

bbb
While our community is sad-
dened by the loss of two brave pio-
neers—Karen Ulane and Christine
Jorgensen—Ilife goes on.

They also say life is a cabaret,
and that was certainly true in St.
Louisrecently when 1,000 cheering
spectators saw Netasha Edwards
crowned MissGay U.S.A.1989. The
Indiana girl competed against 67
other contestants from 36 states to
win the crown. Hoosiers, in fact,
swept the pageant; first runner-up
Candi Stratton and second runner-
up Eddie Dee also hail from Indi-
ana.

Besides having its share of glam-

continued on page 9
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/,{‘/@(\@ Mary Della-Massing, L.E.

I /ﬂ\x}. N &) Helping you to become the perfect you!

= “@"' - Special rates for the TV/TS community.

Water Street Electrolysis

111 WATER ST, SuitE 405, BaLto. MD

(2 blocks north of Harbor Place)

by appointment only.
please ask for Mary.
(301)-752-1855 (W)
(301)-576-9771 (H)

JoAnn Roberts Presents

Fall Weekend Ay

Sept.21st - 24th, 1989
(note changed dates)

i e 1 New Location *legoncs
¢ 50’s Party * Hair Stylist

® Mardi Gras Nite ¢ Lm‘g er F a01llty e Princess Contest ¢
* Amateur Show e Same Price! *Makeup Demo *
e Prizes ) * Receptions *

Thursday through Sunday, 4 days/3 nights of fun and festivities. Complete package includes receptions, parties,
meals, lodging, workshops, tax and gratuity. Cost per person, double occupancy is $250. A $50 deposit
(refundable) will hold your reservation. Total amount due by 8/15/89. Make checks & M.O.s payable to CDS.

For further details call or write Creative Design Services, Box 1263,
King of Prussia, PA 19406, (215)-640-9449
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Epﬂady...from page 4

increased pain and broken hair-
shafts that are not successfully
removed. The trimmed hairs result
in a more concentrated local work
area, and also increase probability
that the removal will be from the
correct angle, which is supposed to
be less painful.

Start with a less tender area of
skin. Everyone’sbody will be alittle
differentbutI started withmyhands
andfingers. I'vekept the hair on my
hands shaved and trimmed for sev-
eral years, so I really wasn’t con-
cerned about the implications of
total removal. As it turned out,
nobody noticed.

The first treatment on my hands
took every bit of endurance that I've
ever had. Frankly, it was almost
unbearable. But now I routinely do
my hands (about every two to three
weeks) and experience only minor
discomfort.

After the experience with my
hands, Irepeated the same approach
on my arms, then my legs, and then
my stomach. Each time I achieved
similar results. My arms and legs
are now always smooth and soft.
There is only slight discomfort
maintaining them.

Hopefully the pain will decrease
through successive uses. My stom-
ach is much more sensitive than my
hands or legs and I still experience
a lot of agony there. I use the Epi-
lady down to the top of my pubic
area which is not a very pleasant
experience at all. However, once I
began to luxuriate in the sensation
of smooth, hairless, stubble-free
skin, I developed a passionate moti-
vation that makes it easier to en-
dure the suffering.

I am now struggling with the
final frontier — my chest. If you
have ever shaved your chest you
know just how unfeminine the in-
evitable stubbleis. Regrettably, my
chest is the most sensitive area yet.
Thankfully it’s the last. I prefer to
continue shaving my underarms .

The pain of using Epilady on my

Renaissanace News Vol 3, No.7

chest is so intense that I've almost
passed out. I've resorted to tweez-
ingchest hairs for nowinhopes that
later the hair will sufficiently weak-
ened to allow regular Epilady treat-
ments. Tweezing is definitely pain-
ful, but I can stand it better and
vary the locations of hairs pulled.

For those who are familiar with
the S&M concept of pleasure and
pain, you may find this whole proc-
ess very stimulating, combining
reality with fantasy. While using
your Epilady, simply dwell on your
favorite fantasy and you may dis-
cover that you can endure more pain
than otherwise possible.

Another thought is be prepared
for infections. You may experience
some swelling and occasional red-
nessintheform of small spots where
the hairs were either removed or
broken. If this is the case, use a
cotton ball to apply rubbing alcohol.
Massagethealcoholinto and around
the infected area. [Editor’s note:
alcohol has a drying effect on the
skin and may aggravate the infec-
tion. We suggest a topical anesthetic/
antibiotic like Bactine®.] Keep the
area clean with regular bathing. In
about a week your skin should clear
and be very beautiful and silky
smooth.

Isincerely hope that your experi-
ence will be more enjoyable than
mine. But I don’t think anyone who
uses an Epilady will actually enjoy
it. If you can learn to endure the
“torture”, you will surely be pleased
with the results.

As for the money saving idea.
When you are ready to embark on
your personal hair vendetta, go to
your local flea market, swap meet,
or garage sale to purchase your
Epilady. I am confident there will
be an overabundant supply of these
technological marvels, in “slightly
used” condition, abandoned by hor-
rified users, at bargain basement
prices. Well, with the hefty expense
of electrolysis, ain’t it great to have
a choice?

NewsQueen...

from page 5

our, the three-day pageant pre-
sented, shall we say a less elegant
side of life. According to Indianapo-
lis gossip columnist Lucy the Lip,
one of the top winners and the
“delegation from Atlanta pulled a
one-night stand in the Chattanooga
Justice Center for carrying non-
tobacco cigarettes.” Lucy also re-
ported that another contestant
missed her chance at the crown
because she was“allegedly detained
by the St. Louis police for trying to
shoplift a pound of bugle beads.”
L

Under normal circumstances, Miss
Sinclairreads several newspapersdaily.
But while she prepares her libel de-
fense, she may miss a story or two re-
garding transgender issues. If you see
an interesting article, kindly clip it out
and send it to her at The Renaissance
News. Please note the name of publica-
tion and the date it appeared.

Jorgensen...

from page 1
ered exploitative.

“I am happy to have become a
woman,” she once said after her
operation, “and I think many more
people who are unhappy as I was
before should follow my example.”

Notable & Quotable

“Discrimination in any form,
whether it be against race, gender,
religion, or sexual orientation ... is
ultimately anti-human.”

The Honorable Shirley Chisolm,
in her address to the Philadelphia
Mayor’s Commission on Sexual
Minorities at its fifth anniversary
celebration, June 3, 1989.

(A X R RN NN NN NE RN N

Philadelphia mayor W. Wilson
Goode proclaimed the month of June
as Gay Pride Month in the city. The
mayor made the announcement at
the fifth anniversary celebration of
the Mayor’s Commission on Sexual
Minorities.
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National Gender News

from around the TV/TS community

Los Angeles — We note the
passing of Christine Jorgensen
with sincere regret. We were
fortunate to have met Jorgensen in
1988 at a convention in Chicago.
Her cancer wasin remission at that
time. She had recently completed
chemotherapy and tired easily. Still,
she made the journey to share her
thoughts about the work of
educatingthe publicontransgender
issues.

Atonepointduringherluncheon
address, she removed the wig she
wore to show her hair loss from the
therapy and made a joke of it. That
was the kind of courage Jorgensen
displayed all her life. She was not
one to flinch from the truth. We
have suffered a great loss, and she
will be missed.

NGN

Waltham, Mass. —ButChristine
will not be forgotten. The
International Foundation for
Gender Education (IFGE) plans to
establish a Christine Jorgensen
Memorial Fund. Yvonne Cook,
financial director of [IFGE, says the
fund will be used to educate the
publicspecifically about transsexual
issues.

One possible project for the fund
is the publication of Transsexualism
and the Law, by Sister Mary
Elizabeth, friend and confidant to

Jorgensen.
Thefund will accept contributions
from both individuals and

organizations. Contributions may
be tax deductible to the extent
allowed by federal law.

NGN

Chicago — Speaking of IFGE,
Karen Baumgarten writes in The
Primrose: that whenever we
encounter someone whorequiresan
explanation of what we are about,
we are doing the work of IFGE in
our “own little way.” She further
reports that Martina (ETVC, San
Francisco) likes to refer to these
IFGE educators as Mobile Gender
Education Units,

It remindsusofthe “Loyal Plastic
Robots” from the Mothers of
Invention’s Brown Shoes Don’t Make
It. Do we get a credit against a
Tapestry subscription for this?

NGN

Seattle—Wehavealot of respect
for theladies of The Emerald City.
They’ve had their share of problems
thisyear, but they seem tobemaking

%Mﬁr’é
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Your one-stop place to shop.
By mail or in-person.
We stock everything you need to create your
personal feminine image.
¢ Clothing - sizes 4 to 26 !/2
¢ Shoes - 10 Wto 14 WW, 3!/2 to 6" heel
* Wigs - Jewelery - Lingerie
¢ Custom made clothing
¢ Magazines. books & videos
Private consultations available.

Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 5, Wed. & Fri. til 8
386-J Moody St., Waltham, MA 02254

Catalog - $15

617-894-1744 Y,
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a strong comeback. The May issue
of the Emerald City News contained
the revised by-laws and protocol
(code of conduct)for the group. Their
goals and purposes are admirable,
and their code of conduct is clear
direction for what is expected from
the members.

That’s the way to do it!

NGN

Scotland, U.K. — We realize that
Aprilhas long since passed, but this
nextitemis worth sharing, evenifit
is late.

The Lumberjack is a four page
newsletter billed asthe “Alternative
Magazine for the Thinking TV/TS
Community.” Monty Python fans
will recognize the source of the title.
The satiric publication appears to
originate from Scotland, but the
perpetrators are not identified. The
funniest bits were the ‘Classified
Ads.’ For example:

“PERSONALS — Pre-op TS
collecting cigarette coupons to pay
for the Op. 2,500,000 required and
at this rate likely to need an iron
lung first. All donations welcome.”

NGN

Troy,N.Y.—The GenderJournal
is a publication that we’ve neglected
totell you about, so we'llrectify that
oversight. The editor and publisher
is Jennifer Wells, known to the
“hackers” in our community as the
“SysOp” on Compuserve’s
GenderLine, is. Much of the Gender
Journal material comes from the
GenderLine message base with
additions from other computer
bulletin board systems (BBSs).

Wells began a year ago to keep
Jennifer’s Journal as an on-line
communication and education tool
for newcomers to the BBS. She was
flooded with requestsfor hardcopies
after the Journal was listed in the
TV/TS Tapestry. So, Gender
Journal was born.

Wells’ approachis very folksy and
down home, The subjects range from

continued next page
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a discussion of makeup techniques
to a dialogue about TVs and
hormones. There’s alittle something
for everyone here.

Eight bimonthly issues cost $16.
Write to Hillside Publications, Box
1417, Troy, N.¥. 12181,

NGN

Trenton, N.J. — En Femme
magazine is celebrating its second
anniversary with a special edition.
Robyn Ann Dormer, editor and
publisher, promises an expansion
of the periodical and an upgrade in
the production process.

The magazine, which has
featured Dormer’s fantastic
artwork, suffered from poor
reproduction quality. We hope the
newest edition corrects that
problem.

NGN

New York City — More newsin a
“literary” vein. A major publisher
and distributor of so-called TV/TS
erotic fiction has sent a letter to us,
and to other groups, asking for
submissions for publication. In
return for material the publisher
will give the submitting group free
ad space in their magazines.

Renaissance declined the offer
and we hope other groups will do
the same. Our community has a
difficult time as it is with public
opinion  stereotypes. Why
perpetuate the myths with ads in
sexually oriented contact
magazines. There are other places
to get free listings for our groups.
The Tapestry and LadyLike are two
such sources,

NGN

Londonderry, N. Ireland — At
various times, we've mentioned Dr,
Richard ¥akins and the
TransGender Archive. The archive,
instituted at the University of Ulster
in 1986, is an international
repository for information about
transgender behavior. Eakins, with
help from Phaedra Kelly, is now
publishing a new newsletter, the

TG Archive News.

Persons or groups making
contributions to the archive will
receive a complimentary copy ofthe
newsletter, Renaissance has made
significant deposits to the archive
intheformofits Background Papers,
Community Quireach Bulletins and
thisnewsletter. We urgeall support
groups in the U.S. to make similar
deposits. Write to: Dr. Richard
Eakins, TransGender Archive,
University of Ulster, Northland Rd.,
Londonderry, Northern Ireland.

Meanwhile, don’t forget that
Renaissance has its own archive,
and donations are most welcome.

Afollowupreport on both archive
activities will appear in a future
issue of this newsletter.

NGN

St. Louis — Our sincere thanks
go out to Roni of the St. Louis
Gateway Femmes forhelpingone of
our correspondents, Michelle Lee
K., who was havingdifficulty finding
clothes in her correct size, and who
was looking for alocal support group.
We pointed her to the St. Louis
group and gave her some advice on
determining clothing sizes.

Michelle wrote back to us,
somethingthat doesn’thappen very
often, to say Roni had been helpful
and that there is a nice shop in the
St. Louis area sympathetic to
transgendered people. So, if youare
in the St. Louis area, check out the
Smart Shop at 615 North Grand
Ave, Thanks, Michelle.

NGN

Wellington, New Zealand —
TransCare 1is a publication we've
been receiving from The Minorities
Trust down-under.

The quarterly “magazine” is put
together by Leone Neil, founder
and manager of the trust. The
Minorities Trust is an education
and support group for all
transgendered people in New
Zealand.

Neil, a transsexual and a fireball
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human rights activist, had a very
difficult time gaining recognition
for herself and the group. Her
persistence eventually paid off. The
trust now has its own headquarters
and a small staff to help with some
of the work.

TransCare is an interesting
mixture of reprints and original
materials firmly aimed at all
transgendered people. But the most
telling fact is: the problems are no
different “down-under” than they
are here.

NGN

Essex, England — The latest
issue of Narcissus (Vol. 1, No. 2)
contains an item that will be of
great interest to many readers of
this column. “Sugaring”is described
as a depilating technique using
naturalherbs and otheringredients.
The hair removal is said to be
permanent, eventually, and leaves
no scarring or damage to the skin. It
isfurther claimed that the technique
can be used on face, arms, chest,
legs, ete.

We would be in great debt to
anyone who has additional
information concerning this
technique.

NGN

Kansas City, Mo. — We've just
uncovered a “bevy” of trans-people
in Kansas City. MonicaG., Cathy
G., Elaine B., and Vickie G, all
hail from a group cailed
Crossdressers And Friends. And
friendly they most certainly are.

Interested parties may contact
them by writing to: CATF, Box NNN,
Kansas City, MO NNNNN

NGN

King of Prussia, Pa. — JoAnn
Roberts has asked us to help clar-
ify a misconception about her Para-
dise In The Poconos weekend. Ren-
aissance has no connection to the
Pocono event. Some folks seem to
think thatthelong weekend isspon-
sored by Renaissance because of
Roberts’ involvement.
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Creative Design Services
presents:
The first book on developing
Jeminine speech.

cS‘paaﬁbzg Hs A Woman
gy Hlison _faing

$8.00 postpaid, CDS, P.O. Box 1263,
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Choigns 7\
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212 N. Lynn Blvd. Upper Darby, PA
(215)-446-0799
Private & Personal Consultations

Wigs by Eva Gabor, Joseph of Rome, Estetica,
and Henry Margeaux. Call for appointment.

Build your personal library

Body Shock: The truth about changing sex.
by Liz Hodgkinson: $18.00
In Search of Eve: Transsexual Rites of Passage
by Anne Bolin: $18.00
The Uninvited Dilemma: A question of gender
by Kim Stuart: $15.00
Standards of Care: Harry Benjamin International
Gender Dysphoria Assoc.: $5.00

Gender Worker, Box 1224, Station A, Toronto.,
Ontario, Canada M5W 1G7. Prices are in U.S.
funds. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.

OPEN 24 HOURS
Informal Brunch
Relaxed With A
Dining View

| 200 South 12th Street Philadelphia, PA ———

12

~COUNSELING-
-EDUCATION-

ANDROGYNY
UNLIMITED

Roger E. Peo, Ph.D.

BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST

P.O.Box 4887

PousHkeepsie, NY 12602 (914) 462-7455

HAVE YOU BEEN READIE
& @%ﬂﬁﬂe ?

The classy, tasteful,
informative magazine for
today's TV/TS/CD. Fiction,
articles, photos, artwork,
interviews. Send $6.50 for
sample issue, or $30 for 6
issues to: En Femme, Box
- t7854, West Trenton, NJ
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ARI KANE, M.ED.

GENDER SPECIALIST
FOR NORTHERN FOR GREATER
NEW ENGLAND BOSTON AREA
126 WESTERN AVE. 233 HARVARD ST,
SUITE222 SUITE 302
AUGUSTA, ME 04330 BROOKLINE, MA 02146
207-622-9531 6172774360






