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Just When You Thought It Was Safe To Be Stupid ... 

It's The 1995 MONAs! 
That's right ladies (and gentlemC'n) it's some­

thing we haven't done for awhile but we said, "Hey, 
let's dust off those old MO 'A statuettes and give 
out a few in the April issue." MO As aren't like the 
Philadelphia Chapter's Rennie Awards. Oh no, 
those arc given out to women that the chapter picks 
as good role models. The MO 1 A is a RenaissanC<' 

ational presentation and the name- stands for: 
Meaning less, Obsc ure , onsense Awards. 

These prestigious awards arc picked by the Ne,cs 
& \liews editorial staff. Do we hm·c- some obscure 
ritual or esot<•ric me thod by whieh we pick these 
lucky winne rs? No. Whenever we fee l like it, we sit 
a round, attired in elegant drag, sipping aperitifs, 
noshing on dainty finger sandwiches and thinking 
about every stupid thing that we've observed in the 
community over the past year. Then, we give them 
an award. Here are this years lucJ..-y winners: 

The "Nobody Likes A Whiner" Award-to 
Linda and Cynthia Phillips for complaining so 
loudly that the International Congress on Ge nder, 
Cross Dressing and Sex Issues would draw people 
away from the Texas ·T· Party. It didn't. 

The "Dale Carnegie" Award- to IFGE for 
the ir remark that California Oreamin' is "for fun" 
while IFGE's Coming Together confe rence is "seri­
ous:· negistration at IFCE's conference this year 
was at an all-time low. 

The "I Like The D ark Ages" Award-cheer­
fully presented to everyone who worked against the 
Central Oklahoma Transgencler Alliance. 

The "Orkin Terminator" Award-to Laura 
Caldwell of lFCE for this comment on the recent 

trnnsgendcr all iance Pledge for Community: "We 
ltnvc to stop this be fore it gets started!" 

The "Darwin Was Right" Award-to everyone 
who believed last year's Renaissance News & Vieu;s 
April cover story. 

The "ALI Fizz, No Soda" Award-to It's T ime 
America. After a blitzkrieg announcemC'nt of politi­
cal lobbying goals this summe r, nothing else has 
been heard from them. 

The "We Ain't o Prcve rts" Award- to Jeri 
Lee and Trm1sfomwtio11s magazine fo r publishing a 
1nagnzinc with pornographic drawings and photos of 
transvestites and she-males, and the n claiming to 
represent the transgende r community. 

The "For Your Eyes Only" Award- to Spar­
tacus and Michael Salem for sell ing names from 
their c rossdresser mailing lists. 

The "Preverts Need Not Apply" Award-to 
the Speaker of the House, Newt Gingrich for this 
gem of ewt Speak: "1 am not prepared to establish 
a Federal law that allows you to sue your employer if 
you end up not having a job because of a disagree­
ment that involves your pe rsonal behavior at that 
level. Does that mean , for example, a transvestite 
should automatically have the right to work as a 
transvestite? I don't think so ... 

That's it for the 1995 MONAs. Just think, if you 
do or say something stupid in the next few months 
maybe we 'll include you whenever we get around to 
doing this again. 
NB.: Th e t\lONAs are n joke. No statuette.~. certij)­

catl~~ or pok<'r chips wt/I he se,11 to the w ll1111Ts. 

IFGE: Lynn-Out, Laing-In 
Tlte l ntemational Foundalion for GC'ndcr Edu­

cation ( I re E) annou11ccd the rc-signation of' ;-, lcr­
issa Sherrill Lynn, founder and philoso1Jhical arcl1i­
kct of tlte organi, .. 1tio11. The- a11110,mcc1111·nt "'as 
111ade at the l fCE a11 1111al c·o11n·ntio11 in ,\tla11ta. 
t- larch 18. No official statement wa~ a,ai lahh· l'i-0111 

;-, Is. I ,~ 1111 . but iusidC'rs. who n·q11c-stcd auon~ mil). 
sa~· slil· was forced to rl'sign or lw l1r\'cl. 

At the same timc, l fG E announced Albo11 La­
ing will fill tk position of Executive Director of 
I FC Eat a date to bl' determined, probably late 
sun11ner. :Vis. I ~1ing currr ntly sc-n·c-s ,is Chai,· of the 
board of the Outrcnch lnstitutP, and sits on the­
hoards of AEG IS and Renaissance. 

Co11Rrat11latiom Alison! IFCE couldn't have f.\. 
pk·h•d nm·o1w h<>ttcr. ~ 



/k1111is.w11wc ,\'1•1cs 6 ' 'il•rc.,. \ 'of . . 9. No . . / 

(Q Chapter & Affiliate Information fl:n 

( :hapte1·s 

Delaware 

\Vilrnington, Delaware: 111el'ls Sl'(.~>11d 
Saturtlayof each month. \\ 'rite for info lo: PO 
Box .56.56, Wil-rnington, DE 19808 or call 
302-995-1396. 

Maryland 

A chapter is forming in the Baltimore 
area. \Vatch for more information. 

New Jersey 

South Jersey/Shor e Area: \\'ritt' fit·· 
nais~ancc South J L'fSL')'. Box 189, Mays Land­

ini, J. 083.10. Meet~ first Saturday of tlw 
month al the Atlantic ~frntal I lcalth Centr:r. 
2002 Black Horsl' Pikt". McKee C ity. Doors 
open 7PM . Call 609-64 .1 -37112 for ddails. 

Pennsylvania 

Greater Philadelphia: \\'rite Hcnais­
sance G PC, 9.-'{7 Old Eag l<' St:hool Rd., Suite 
719, \\"ap1c. Pa.19087. ~lt'e ls tliinlSatunlav 
of tlw 111011th in Kin~ of Pru~s ia. Doors opt· 11 

8 p.m. all yt•,11· "round . Call 6 l ().\)75.9 l l9 li>r 
inli,rmation. 

Lower Susquehanna Valle~•: \\ 'ritL· Hr ­

naissanct' LS\ ', Box 2122 ll anishurg. PA 
1710.'i. ~lects on tlw first SaturdaJ· of lhl' 
111011th. Call 717-780-1 LSV ( 1.578 ) li,r loc:a­
tinn ;ind tinlt'S. 

.\ffiliatcs 

Georgia 

Atlnnta: The Anwrican Educational Ct>n• 
de r Information St'rvic,· (AEG IS). PO Bm 
3.3724. Det:atur. C:J\ 3()().1-1-0724 or call 4()4. 
9,19-0244. In for111 ation r PSOU l'(;l'S. 

Atlanta: Atlanta Cendcr Explorations 
(A.G.£.). PO Box 77562, Atlanta, CA .103.57, 
404-939-2 L2H. 

Louisiana 

New Ol'lcans; Tlw Gulf Gender Alli­
a11c:1._ PO Box H702 l3. Nt·w Orleans, Li\ 
70 l 87-I 3(X). Local support ~roup. 

New Jersey 

N. Central Je rsey: ~lonmoutli/Oct•an 
Trans C:n1der, (MOTC ), write PO Box 8243, 

Red Bank, NJ 07701 or call 908-219-9094. 

New York 

Manhattan: t>.h-tropolitan Gt•ndt'r Net­
work (~ICN), write .561 II ud, on St.. Box -1.5, 
~ew York. NY 1()()1,t, or c;tll :W l -79-t- lo6.'5, 
E:\t. ,1,12. Local ~uppo rl grrn 1p. 

Long Is land: ~t·,,· York Cl H L & Part­
ne r~. l-19 South I lowC'II J\\t' .. Ct·ntert>ad1, 
:,.;y 11720. Call :) l fl. 732-82 L\J lii r inh 

Oklahoma 

Ce ntral Oklahoma: Sornwr~ lh-lll'~. part 
of the Ct•ntral Oklahoma Trans~r1tdl'r :\lli­
illl(.'t' (COT/\ ). Con tad , Rac:hcl P.O. 
Bm .575. Norman. O K 73070. 

~ ~ ~ Resources ~ ·~ ~ 
Background Pape1·s: 

Background Papers are $ 1.25 each: 
1. Myths & Misconceptions About 

C rossdrcssing 
2. Reasons for Male to Female 

C rossdrcssing 
3. PARTNERS: Spouses & 

Significant Othe rs 
4. Thi' Matte r o f C hildren 
5 . Annotated Bibliogrnphy 
G. T e lling the C hildre n: A 

T ranssexual's Point of Vie w 
7. AIDS/ HIV Safety and Ethics. 
8. Understanding Transsexualism 

Significant Uthe.- Support 

To network with other partners of trans­

g<'ndered prople conta<:t F."r lyn Kirkland. 
PO Box J 242, . 1ewtown, Pa. , 189'10. 

Pen Pal Program: 

if you would like to correspond with 
other people around the country con­
tact Pe n Pals, care of la ryann Kirk­
land , PO Box 1242, Newtown, Pa. , 
18940. Ma1y ann will put you on the Pen 
Pal Lis t and give you a copy of that list 
so you may correspond with as mauy 
new frit:nds as you like . 
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Renaissance ~i~:: & 

© I 994. Hc- 11aissa11cc Education Asso­
ciation, In<:. , !)87 Old Eagle School 
Hcl. , Suite 7 19. Wayne , Pa. 1908 7. 
Phone: 610-975-9119 

S2 per issue , S 16 pe r year ( 12 issues). 
Back issues are available for $2 per 
c-opy plus $0.52 postage and handling. 
Se nd check or M.O. to the above ad­
dress, attention: Beth Marshall. 

Editor-in-Chief 
Angela Carclner 

Conh-ibuting Editors 
Oi,w Amberlc 
JoAnn Robert.~ 

Layout 
Crealivc De.~i~n Seroices 

Distribution 
Beth & Rachel Ma,-slwll 

Business Manager 
Ba,·bara -

Artide, , opinion pieces, and le tte rs to the 
e ditor arc a lways welcome, ldc w, fo,· a,·. 
tides nnd opinion pieee• should be M>nt lo 
our editorial office care- of Renaissance, 
PO Box 3;l0, Bcn, alcm, Pa. 19020-0530. 
Complimcutaty imd irntc lette,·s to the 
editor may be sent to the same addreH, 

Rcnai,sa ncc "a 30l(c]£3) non-profit orga­
nization providing e ducation and support 
to the 11·1111.,gcndcr 1..-ummnnity and the 
gencrnl public. 

Local Calendar 
April 

I R\.·n. South Jc.·nt·~· 
I R,•n. I.<;\' ,n,0,•li,,g 

11 lk·11 D..lawart· 
15 Ht·11. CPC 
l~ 13altu. Ml11iall· 

l\lay 
(i lk n. South J<'N'Y 
(i Ren. u;v lll('t•ling 

1:i Rt'II. Dl'lawart• 
20 Rt'n. CPC 
27 13:tlto. 1\ITiliatt· 

June 
3 Hc:n. South Jc•rst')' 
3 Hen. LSV rnt·t·ting 

IO Ren. Oe bw:utl 

I i R t'II. C:PC 
2-1 Bahn. AITiliatt-



Ewry April wc here at NC'WS & 
\lic,cs try to c.:ome up witl1 so111e kind 
of funny April Fools joke to spring on 
the unsuspecting readers. Last yrar we 
did tlir phony front covC'r that was 
'\vri ttrn'" by the "'ncw editor"' telling 
about how JoAnn and I ,,·c•r<' not doing 
the newsletter anymore'. The )'Par 

before we were morr subtle'. The on ly 
nod to April Fools was rC'placing the 
Mona 1,isa with a photo of noted 
dinosaur, Earl Sinclair. \\'liat can I 
say? \ re loves the fun stuff 

This year we return to a Mona Lisa 
motif for April Fools, by handing out 
an tmtragcous batch of MONA 
Awards. ( o trophy will be pn:scntecl, 
no salesman will call nt your home.) 
Remember, we give these awards in 
the spirit off un. It's nothing personal. 
Yeal1 , right. And now- the' steamy 
sludge of script that worms its way out 
of my word processor, yes, the latest 
addition to that continuing opus, ews 
Beat & Rem inder! (ls that any name 
for a column? I ask ya.) 

I Il\J MY REPORTAGE 

Okay, I'm not omniscient. I thought 
~Is. Charles wou ld do the Brady 
Bunch gnidancc counselor gig in 
butch mode. Wrong! She did it in a 
cute little' business suit and sh<' said. 
··You better work." I wasn't that far off, 
though. It seems ~lister Charles will 
111,lk<' his clrb11t in A Mother's Pmy<> r, 
nrn1 i11g soo,1 0 11 the USA '.'Jetwork. II 
stars Linda Hamilton and Ru Paul 
pl:1ys a preppie g11y in tweeds. 

\\ "hat more could lluPau l \\'ant? 
She seems to be tlt0 cmbodim011t of 
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the phrase ... You got it going on.·· The 
latest addition to thf' dr<:'am queen·s 
list or acquisitions is a fat co11tract with 
M.A.C. Cosme tics. J've been tdling 
pcoplt' for years they should hirc me to 
promote makeup. \\'ho brttcr than a 
drag quf:'C'll to show wltat good 
111ake11p can do for a girl? I guess 
H A.C. thought Ru Paul's higher 
profilc> would be better in this covetNI 
spokesmodel position. Tl1ey're prob­
ably right. I ·m just not famous enough, 
yet. Till I am maybe I could get n deal 
with Wet & Wild? Get my agent on 
the phone! 

HELLO DOLLY 

Carol Channing , who has always 
been an inspiration to drag queens, is 
rolling around the country in a produc­
tion of He llo Dolly. Jt's being billed 
,15 her last road show tour of the 
famous musical. My word! The 
woman's in her seventies. How docs 
she do it? I couldn't do it. All that time 
on stage in heels. Brutal. Anyhow, on 
opening night in Philaclelphia one of 
the local drag g11f•ens (David Blake) 
got a balcony box seat and showed her 
admirat io11 fo r ~liss Channing by 
dressing likr her. Now, you and I think 
that"s a cute idca, and I'll bet even 
Carol didn't mind. ( I saw Patti Labelle 
i11 1\ew York On t<' when she had her 
hair sticking straight up. There wrre 
drag queens in thc front row with thr 
samr do·s and Patti brought them on 
slag<' to sing \\'ith her. I rnagine if Carol 
had brollght her girl clown to the stage 
for thc 11nalc. l 

\\"c-11 , th0y sm· drag qurens are 
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bitchy. Thc-y haven·t got anything on 
tlw gcnt who pens the l'hiladelpliia 
luc111in•r society colu111n. ··what did Ill' 
say? .. ~·011 ask \ Yell. hr called David 
Blake·s trib11te to Channing a "'d11bio11s 
accolade .. :· Buddy. the only thing 
d11biolls around here is yom 11nclrr­
standi11g of drag. 

Oh. I H's got me so upsct. f"v<' gotta 
cairn down. ~I~· scamstrrss \\'i ll hr hrrc 
any 111inutc wit It that topy of Carol"s 
finale gown. ) ust a frw 111orr alter­
ations and I'll hr abl<' to sit clo\\'n in it 
for the whole• show. and breathe. Somr 
peoplt• follo\\' the Gratcful Dead. 
othrrs find a differC'nt drnm. 
1.2.3.-1--Dolly will nev<•r go away ..... 

l'OUll 15 l\llNUTES OF FAME 
Actually it's your 200 ~o 400 words 

of fau1c. The Univrrsity of Florida is 
publishing the second edition of a 
textbook titled Exccplio,wl People . 
The author is looking for stories of first 
person experiences about being 
diverse in our society. \\'hat have you 
gone through as a result of your 
transgendered nature? Accounts may 
be either positive or negative. 

Sl!bmissions will be chosen for 
publication on a competitive basis. 
Those selected must sign a release 
form. Ir your experience is published 
you will get a complimentary copy of 
the textbook. £xceptio1wl People is 
expected to be published before the 
end of this year. 

Submit your personal account to 
Mr. Craig Conley, Dept. of Special 
Education, C-3 l5 1 orrnan Ball, 
Gainesville, FL 32611. For 111ore 
information you can call Mr. Conley at 
904-392-0701, extension 291. 

RAS ANYBODY SEEN Sllll\LE\'? 

Of course not, silly. The Shirley 
Show I told you about last montlt 
hasn't aired yet. .I mention this just in 
case )'Oll thought I was nuts when it 
didn't appear in ~larch. I spoke with 
the show's producer and hr informed 
me the crossdrcsser show will run in 
t-. lay during swC'eps week. \\'ell, if 
you·ve got a show about men in dresses 
and the women who love them, get thr 

co11 ti1111ecl 11cxt page 
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News Beat ... 
most bang for your b11c·k and run it 
during a rating period. Makes sense to 
rne. If you miss it on the tube, a cnpy 
will eventually be rnadC' available in the 
Hen Library. Check with the librarian 
for availability and feature times. 

FUNNY FELLOW IN A FROCK 

Ms. Alison Laing handed me a copy 
of a story from an English paper about 
a lad named Eddie Izzard. It SC'C'ms 
Mr. Izzard has been sclling ·C'm out in 
the West End for simply months and 
months with a strca111 of conscio11snC'ss 
c-omC'dy act. I'm not talking about 
some dinky little comrcly clubs but 
real theatr rs with audiences in the 800 
to lOOO person rangC'. The really 
interesting thing about Eddie is. I.e's 
an openly transgenc.lered mau. (Oh 
boy, that's just like, "a11 openly gay 
man. " Now we're makin' progress. ) 

Eddie is very off-hand about his 
crossdressing. Sometimes lie' doC's his 
act in "bloke" clothes, sometimes he 
wear a drrss. I Ir sars ...... the funny 
thing about peopk- going 011 about me 
wearing dresses is that I really clon·t 
consiclrr myself to be a transvestite. 
People say I wear "women's clothes" 
but I don't, they'rC' my clothes r m 
wearing. Sure I wear dresses and 
makeup and stuff. but I'm simply 
wearing what I want to wear ... 

There is a photo of Eddie in the 
article and he doesn't look as if he's 
made a great effo1t to "pass" as a 

Since / 969! 

wo111ai1. 11 is hair is short aud liis l'a<·c· 
looks 111a11lv. wit Ii s01111' s11 bt let,. 
appliC'cl 11H;ke11p. l>11t tlw poi11t ·is. 
hc-r<:s a guy who has told all or 
England. " I likC' to \\'t' ar dn'sses and 
makeup." t\nd. instc·ad of sln11111i11g 
liim or reviling him. the I3ritish have 
111adc him a star. I le has done- straight 
acting roles in s<'ve rnl plays and is now 
discussing a television series with the 
BBC. ("It's called Tlw Cows. Great 
name isn't it? Ifs a surreal scri<'s about 
tl1cse cows who n,ove into society after 
the general strike. gradually clC'mand­
ing the vote and full i11t<'gratio11.") 

l Ic docs have a problC'm with the 
lalx-1. "t ransvestitc but hetr rosex11al." 
I le says, .. That's what the,.-n• alll'tl\'S 
using.in the newspapers about mc.' J'm 
not "but'· an~t hing. I'm a transvestite 
who just happrns to lic heteroscxual. 
r d be happy to fo ncy men. but fo r 
some reason it just so happC'ns that I 
don't. I happen to fancy women." 

I love the- word "fancy." It's rrallr a 
bC'tter way to sa~· ~·011 are attracted to 
somcone than, " Boy she gefs mr hot." 
Heall\' , 11·e Americ·ans arc so trndC'. 
Sorry. I transgresst'cl for a lllOlll<'nt. 
Eddir wrnt 011 to sav that 0 11<> time' lie 
was ix•rfonning for ;Ill audie11c-e of 
drag queens and when hf' said he was 
lietNoscxual one of the disbcliel'ing 
ladies C'xpressed hC'r opinion in a crudt' 
(alrnost Arnerican way) by shnuting 
"Liar!" at the stage. "That's the sort of 
thing you t>xprc·t from some· Kazi in 
thr audientc, not from a drag queen." 
Yes Eddie, intolerance and ignorance 
arc e,·crywhere, c,·en an1011g 011r 0 \\11 

ranks. Civ<' that q11rc•11 a lahd 111akc·r. 
ShC' tan put tht'lll 0 11 <'V<·r;·on<' ·s 
fort' hC'acl and thc·n we' ll know what 
wc .. n· dc·ali11g wi ll 1. or coursC', Eddie 
cloesn 't nN·cl a label. 11 C'·s just wearing 
his own dot hrs. I think'''<' all arc, 
aren't we? Let's hope Eddie hops thr 
pond and doe's somr shows for us soon. 

GOLDDIGGERS " 'ITO A TG TI'VISl' 

Michelle - handed me an 
article from tlie FC'bruary issue of 
Ge11tleme11 's Quarterly eutitlcd, 
Golddiggei·s Of '95. The thrust of 
th<' article was that the art of gold 
digging (using feminine wiles to pry 
cash, jewC'ls and furs out of a sugar 
daddy) is still going strong iu tlic '90s. 
IL's an art that has sur.-ivccl bra 
burning. frmininism and all thr 
progress women have made in thrir 
quest for ('quality. In fact . the author. 
OIIL' Frrda Carmaise, postu lates that 
gold dig_~ing may be breaking new 
ground and perhaps transcending 
gender sterC'otypes. 

After going o,·cr arcliael)p1I 
golddiggC'rs from the 1110,·ies, like 
Marilyn M.onroe and Jane Russell. 
she talks about rt'al lilt> practitionr rs 
like Pia Zadora, Marla Maples nnd 
hr r predecessor, Ivana. llal'ing given 
ns this background the author postu­
latC's that since transvestite dancers arc 
becoming mainstream attractions and 
many a sugar daddy has found his 
goldcligger by haunting th<' backstage 
door, rx-rhaps the trophy wifo or the 
eighti<'s rnay give way to the trophy TV 
of the 11i11rtirs. 

Lee 's Mardi Gras Ent., Inc. 
MICHELE LACRETE, R.E. 
California Licensed 

DAY. EVENING & 
WEEKEND I !OURS 

Lee G. Brewster, President 

Bookstore 

565 10th Ave., 2nd Floor 

New York, N.Y. 10036 

Bout;que 

400 W. 14th St., 3rd fl 

New York, N.Y. 10014 

Both Stores Open Monday through Saturday! 

Hours: 12 noon - 6 pm 

(212) 947-7773 

Hours: I 1 :30 • 6:30 pm 

(2 12) 645-1888 
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- ELECTROLYSIS -
MEDIC,\ LI. Y 1\PPROVED METIi OD OF PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL 

lndividunl. S1crile. Oi<p<><able Probe, 
Eiqicn~ ,n Face. Eyebrows. Uitm, Linc<. Leg< and Beard< 

WAX ING ANO PEDICURES AV,\ILAllLE 

PROFESSION/\ I. ANO CONFIOEN1'1AI. • FOR \\'O:\IF.N ANO ~IEN 
/ (l'r, o,r (,r<t Trt,llln(nt • Senwr Citi~,,, Oi.,rollnt 

FOR FREE CONSULTATION 
CAL L: 20 1-886-8 1?8 

10 UEVt:RL Y PLACE 
(orf Rh•cr Rond) 

EDGEWATER. NJ 07020 



Slw says, ·· \\ 'i ll tlie corporal<' \\'orld. 
wl1id1 took thc- trophy wifr to its 
bosom ,llld boardrooms, open tliC' fl C' ld 
to a widC'1· rnngr of' candidate's? \\'ill it 
l'\ 'C'II p11t gcndrr pr<'judic-e aside- and 
open tlw field to transvestites, 111indful 
of the fact that, for pure display, 
nothing could better attest to the 
111ight of the leveraged buyout than a 
six-six (in heels), jewel bedecked 
beauty?" Ms. Garmaise goes on to 
mention TC show girls Peche Melba 
and Creme Brulee. They appear in a 
show called Kaptain Banana (evidently 
in the Big Apple) and she says, " .. .it 
wo11ld be nice if these two could enter 
the trophy wife stakes and take thei r 
place in a new society .. . thf' sort of 
society we can only regret Divine is 
not here to lead in the manner of a 
Gilded Age dowager with a ropr of 
pearls dropping over her stout 
111onoboso111 to hr r ankles." 

Well , anything·s possible, and I for 
one think it's high time girls like us 
were re-warded for our beauty and 
gracf'. Take 11s out and treat us right, 
rou rich guys. \ Vho knows, maybe it's 
inevitabl<'. If alt women decide- tlH.'\' 
no long<'r want to hr golddiggc-rs, ";<' 
111av have to can,· the art fo1ward into 
the· nrxt ccntnr/ An mrC'somc- h11 rdc-n 
but o ne I'm sure our lip gloss and 
blush will stand up to. 

CROSSDRESSING IN PERIODICALS 

That's magazines girls. My wondcr­
f11 l Mac computer allows me to call the 
local library's computer and search the 
periodicals and books listed therein. I 
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can't actuallv download books fro111 th<' 
libr.11)' (yet) but I can make compl<'tr 
use of the COlllj)lltC'rizecl catalog 
system. As Robin, The Bo}' Wonder 
\\'ould say, "Iloly OC'wey Decimal 
Svstrm, Batman!" 
• Back in the old days if you wanted 

to find out if the library had anything 
about crossclressing or transvestites, 
you had to slink in, discreetly fumble 
through the card catalog and hope no 
one noticed you were spending time in 
the tell-tale Ts. Of course you co11ld 
always linger around the "transformer" 
area for awhile... till the coast cleared. 
Who could say you weren't an electri­
cal engineering student looking for a 

hot 220 to 500 volt design? Now, 
howrvcr, there is no ne<'d for slinking. 
Fire up the modem and log on to a 
library computer near you. It's not 
exactly thf' information superhighway. 
More like the information cul-dC'-sac 
b11t it's su rprising how much cool stuff 
you can find. 

[n a recent computer search of 
periodicals print<'cl during the last few 
years I found over 14 articles with 
so111r rrferc-nce to crossclressing. One I 
am going to look up and report on is an 
article in New SMtesmrm & Society 
callrcl Ghoul Stand:ml It seems that 
in Derry, I rcland srxual identity is a 
major theme of Halloween celebra­
tions. (Come to think of it, it is over 
here too.) In order to celebrate 
properly people there crossd ress and 
since religion is such a major part of 
Irish life they also dress up as pri<'sts 
and nuns. Of course, some of the guys 

rra lly loV<' to drc-ss up as 111111s, allow­
ing tll('m to honor sexual identity and 
religion. Ain't it amazing, the things 
you can find in tlw library? 

If you want to spend n little cash 
you can leap out into the heavy traffic 
arC'as of The Internet. With just 
limited access to the et yon can SC'nd 
electronic mail to people alt over the 
world and you can scan through over 
five thousand "newsgroups"(places 
where messages of common interest 
are posted to be r('ad by one and all 
and commented on. ) My favorite 
newsgroup is alt.barnie. dinosaur die 
die die. It's sole reason for existence is 
lo count up dilTerrnt ways to kill the 
purple dinosaur. 

Of intrrest to you wilt probably be 
the trnnsgender news group, alt. 
transgcndNcd. This is a place- where· 
TC people can get to know one 
another and exchange information and 
express their opinions. All of the 
newsgroups arc bulletin board t)l)e 
things. Yo11 p11t yo11r message out there 
and people either respond in the sarnc 
nC'wsgroup or tl1er send you e-mail. 
You can re:1ch me by email with 
comments or questions at: bensalern 
@cpcn.com. That's it kiddies! Kec-p 
those camls ,nd electro,., co,n;ng.i 

SELMA BLAKER 609-428-8448 
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Wig Service Shop 
Specializing in the Sales and Service 

of all Human & Synthetic Pieces 

Barclay Towers 
1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 

Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat. 
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Central Oklahoma T ransgender Alliance 
An Experiment In Community Building 

l)11ring th(" FC'hru:ir;' 111ecti11 r of" 

Sigma lktn (Okla .), tll(' f11t11n ' of trans­

gC' ndC"r support g roups was alt< red fo r-
vc r. Siama Be ta, fo11nd c•d in 1992. 

was primaril a supp rt g roup fo r llC't­
noscxual ·rossdr<'sse rs and their 
SJ ous s/J artn rs. 1 lowC've r, s incC' its 
formati on the group's n1rmbership cx­
pf' rif' nccd a g reat divcrsifi ·a t ion in 
t rtllS of sexual orientation . lifc·style . 

and goals. ve r th e past seve ral 
months a p lau wus devi snl aud prC'­
sented to the> m mbe rship to rn t the 

aried n C'ds o f thi s ·omn11mity wliil C' 
s til l r maining un ited . 

The result o f that p lanning is the 
c reation of The e ntrnl Oklal10 111a 
Tr:111sgen<ler All iance', known as 
COTA. COTA is an 11n1bre ll a or aniza­
tion pr s ntl m:ompass in tlir<' ' i -
t r Int fC'S l Groups (S I . ). Ea h f 

tl1 (' SI C s l'oc11s1·s 011 a p:1rli('11lar a r<'a 
ol" need within ti I(' lot·: il tra 11 sgc11d C' r 
co n1111unil;'· T l1P tl1n c· pn•s1·nt SIC.-; 
are : Sigma Beta , for ll<'t<'rose.xual 
c: rossJrrssers and t lwir spousc-s o r 
partnNs: tl1c· Soon ·r Belles. an op C' n 
n1c•1nbcrsli ip transgPndcr suppo rt 
g roup; and OK •w \rVoman, a sup-
port group f oc11 ing 011 transsexual 
11 C'f'ds. 'OTA was fo nned with p rovi­

sions to add additional SI Gs as nc d I. 
The plan calls for eac:!1 of t·l1C' Siste r 

lnt c- rc t ro ups to liavf' :1 national af­
fili a tion. igma Br ia will ,1ffi liatc \\"ith 
Tri - Ess. TllC' , OOIH' r Be lles will affili ­
a te with n nais ancc and OK 
\\ "oman will dq)('nd on E I for 

. upport. ( i o te: The S o ner B !I s a rC' 
11 0 w an offi c ia l Renaissance affiliate.) 

Hcpre f' ntative. of the thrl'e na­
tio na l r rani;,d1ti 11. pledgPd thl'ir sup-

Alert: Electrolysis for Neovagina 
AECI • (11ie t\11w riw 11 £d11r alio1111I 

C 11derl11fo mwlio 11 er ·icr•) .w 11ds 11s 
\Jerlical Ad iso ries 0 11 a rPg11/ar lmsis 
u; i//1 good i11fon11alio11 f or 111e 111bcr:,· of 
the I rn11sge11der co1111111111il y. The f ol­
lowing ad iso ,~J sho11;s lio1i; ii is n good 
idr,a l o pla11 ali ad. 

\ aginoplasty 11Sin , thr· p nil and 
p C' no -rotnl inve rsion method s, with o r 
without skin n"rafts o r skin flaps, ·an rc-

11\t in a nemagina \\'hich is linC' cl with 
hai r-bea ring skin . s the l1air gro\\"s , 
thC' neo\·agina can bee lllC' c:hokc d 
with ha ir. o t surpri. ingly, man · trnns­
SC'.~ua l wo me n find th i e mbarrassing . 

·o n1c sex reass i nmC'nt surgc-ons d o 
no t apprcciat the xt nt o f this r m­
barra smc nt. During a presenta ti on 
g ivC'n at the O ctober, 1993 n etin of 
th e I (any Be njamin Int mational Dys­
pl1oria ssoc ialion on promine nt sur­
g •01 r I rnrkc d that altho 11 h his I ro-
·cdur ·om ti11 s r su its in a 
hair-bcarin vagina . h i · l atic nts do no t 
sC'e m to mi nd. n ports to AEG IS fro1 1 
post-op trans xual worn n indic, t 
how .v r, that the_ do ar . 

AEG IS re · ·o mnw 11ds that su rgcll!IS 
d ing 111a le- to- fp111 alc- r as ig n111c nt 
surge ,)' br a\\"ar<' that a ha ir-bearing 
vagina is xtremcl_,· C'111barr:1ssin r for 

th e ir trn11 Px11 a l pati r nts, and 1,no\·ide 
th m witl1 n atc ri nl • cducuting tl1c> 11 
about the· proble m and indicat ing: 
\\'hcrr t l1 cy. honlcl c:onsidc r l1a1·i11 r1 

e lee t rol~·sis to avo id the proble m . 
U ectro lo ist. hould be aware' that 

tn111ssc·x 11al wo mc n who a rc sC'ek in rr rt'­
as. ign11w 11 t smgC'1~· ha\'C' lcgitit nal<' 
1Ta. 0 11 . f'o r rl'ki ng c·lec: t rol: ·· is in th 
I •ri1wal an ·t1. 

Anyone ·eeking 111alc-to- f<' 111ale re ­
as. i lllllC'nt m ge 1;,· who has exc:C'ss il'!~ 
hair in th peh-ic rc-gion should consult 
with the ir surgeo11 in o rde r to d te r­
mine whic h skin will eve n tual! \' be in-
idc the va 1i na so I hry C,ln d C' ·idc 

\\'h th r C'! C'tr lysi i d esirable and so 
they can • llC'd11le C' lC' ·trolysis and ·ur­
ge ry ac ·o rdingl_'. 

All pa rli C' should keep in mind tha t 
t' lectr l~·si is n g rad11 ,tl pr • ss. an I it 
ca11 take a ~- a r o r 111 0 r to ·o n1ple tC' l~ · 
·\ear an are a. 
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po rt lo !Iii .~ II (' \\' llll)(lcl for \ra 11sge11dc-r 

(·01t1111u 1li l; '· TIii' join t ·oopc·ra\io 11 of 
t I 1es<' natio nal o rgani;,d1tions in a lo ·al 
an ·a tra11 s~enclPr s11pport II C' twork is a 
first fo r our c:01111111111itv . 

Ea ·h o f th C' three SI Gs will hold 
tl1c ir own 111<·l'ti11 'S and seve ral limes a 
. ear will l1ost •• nity Events ... These 

will br oc ·asions w l1 11 rnemb rs of all 
thrC'c C TA S I ; will come- to c t l1er 
for istcrship and to catch up \\ith dear 
fric•nds. The 11 cw or ani;,.Htion wi ll 
publi sh a 1ll'wslC'n C' r callrd T/,e Soo11 er 

13l'lle. c:onta ining nc \\' and ite 111s o f in­
te rest to a ll three n1e mbrr gr ups. 

f o r 111ore information . C OTA may 
lw ·onta ·t d at P 13ox 60354 . kla­
hollla 'it y. OK 73 146 . 

GPC Holds Meeting 
In Center City 

TIIC' CrC'a ter Phi lade lphia haptc-r 
i happ~• to announ ·e th e ' arr starting 
11 1o nthly meetings in downtown Pl1ila­
d c- lpliia. 1'. lc·eting in th suburbs has al­
lowed th • c hapte r to r a ·h many incli­
vid11als hut some people who live in 

'enter ' ity d on't ha\"f' Iran. porta tio n 
to the Kin r of Prussia ar a. l ow, with 

the he lp of Dr. Jc ffrC'. \\ 'olpcr. CP 
\\"ill ho ld its flr ·t d ow11 tow11 111c•r ti11g al 
his c.·<'ntcr c:it: · ,)l'fic:e. Th<' b ig n iol1t i. 
April If) . ThC' n1 ting will start at :00 
l'~I. No sp ·cial pr ~ram will be pre­
scntC'cl . The C'\ 'C' lling will affo rd Ce nte r 
C it,· rC's ide nt • a ·hancc to ' C' t n ·­
q uaintC'd with lknaissan • . 

Sin ·e we 111ust pa Dr. \\'olprr for 
th e 11 . C' o f his spacC' , all those attC' nding 
will l,c askc•d fo r n fi\·c d o ll a r ($5) con­
tribution. April 19 is a \\ '<' dncsday 
night so i r you don "t ha\ C :Ill )' plnns 
stop b and c:h c- ·kit out. Do ·to r 
\\"olp r's o ffi ce is l ·at d a t I :2 11 
~h stn11t Strert, 'u ite 810. 
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The American Educational Gender Information Service 

AEGIS 
ANNOUNCES A NEW MEMBERSHIP POLICY 

AEGIS is now a membership o rganization. Membership at $36/year includes: 2 issues of Chrysalis, 
a theme-oriented magazine focusing on serious transgender issues; 4 issues of AEGIS News our 
quarterly newsletter; a 10% discount on all publications sold by AEGIS; a rnembership/1.D. card; 
and the right to vote for AEGIS board members. Membership is open to anyone. 

AEGIS is a 100% vo lunteer, non-profit in formation and education resource for all people and does 
not discriminate on any bas is. AEGIS supports SSSS, HBIGDA, SIECUS and other professional 
organizations. AEGIS is a founding partner o f the Transgender Alliance for Community and an 
affiliate of the Renaissance Education Assoc., Inc. Write or ca ll today. 

AEGIS • PO Box 33724 • Decatur, GA • 30033-0724 
Call 404•939•2128 

Dallas Denny, M.A., Executive Director 

TI1is space donnted as a puhlic: seivice hy CDS 
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The working of the organized trans­
gendered community is about nothing 
if it's not about politics. And, taking my 
lead from our counterparts in Washing­
ton, l am champiouing a sweeping set 
of proposals I like to caJl the Contract 
With Transvestite.,;. 

Among it's many planks arc such 
items as: a balanced wardrob<' r1111f'11rl­

ment, in which support groups domi­
nated by do"'cly crossclrcssers will be 
required to have an equal number of 
members dressed up like Parisian 
street tarts; drastic: rnls i11 s11bsidiPs for 
support group meeting .~1wcks, thereby 
reducing the fat not only in the budget 
but around member·s waistlines; a se­
ries of incentives that will benefit tlw 
most allrnctioe two percent of our 
population in hopes that their beauty 
will trickle down to the rest of us: and 
an ambitious social planning agenda to 
legislate immodest)' and a sense of hu­
mor while placing sanctions against 
such unhealthy practices as using "gen­
der gifted" in serious discussions. 

The great thing about politics is that 
nothing substantive will really change 
for most of you out there. But, since it's 
my platform, £'II get to be in charge and 
do all the talking. 

A NEW IDEA UNDER THE SUN 
\ Ve just started receiving the S001ier 

Belle newsletter of Oklahoma City 
based Sigma Beta sorority and it is al­
ready paying dividends. In their Febru­
ary issue, they discussed a new idea for 
expanding their membership base. It is 
something called COT A, but tlie mean­
ing of that acronym is not given to us 
outside readers and though I looked it 
up in my "Transvestite-to-English Ac­
ronym" dictionary, I was still clue 

H1·1wissr11u·1· N1·1rs & \ 'ic11·.,. \ 'of. f.J. i\'o . . / 

less-until I saw that JoAnn Hoberts 
mcntionc-d it in her ~IMch c:olumn. 
COT A stands fo r Central Oklahoma 
Transgender Alliance. (See the article 
on page 6 for more info.) 

The nub of the COTA idea seems to 
be this-local members will be able to 
choose whic:h national TC gro11p they 
wish to afr. liatc with and the Sigma 
lkta group will .. split" clown in seg­
ments to ac:rommodale the different i11-
tC'rcsts or its membership. The national 
groups ,1re: Tri-Ess, AEGIS. and somr 
011t11t callC'd RC'naissancc-. The hril­
liancc of this idea is that although tlw 
Sigma Beta sorori ty will be "dividrd: 
th<'y will essentially remain \\'hole be­
cause the affi liations \\'ill be on a sub­
b·el to tl1e umbrella sorority group. 
\\'ith all the hullabaloo over whether to 
exclude bilga}' and/or transsexuals from 
certain groups, how come nobody C'\'Cr 
thought of this bc>forr? 

In c:ertain 111etropolit.1n areas it 
might be easy for ~on-heterosexual 
crossdressers or transsexuals to hook up 
with another group. £3ut in an area like 
Oklahoma Citv (not to bC' condescend­
ing, but simply realistic) there's only 
room enough in this town for one trans­
gendered support group, pardner. The 
leaders of this idea realize they have a 
responsibili ty to offer something to any­
one who comes looking for it and they 
don't want to turn people away because 
of some rigid rules. 

It's a great idea-nnd that is some­
thing this community sorely needs-an 
innovative approach to include 111<"'111· 

bers rather than excl11de them. This is a 
obel Prize-class discovery, brilliant 

both in its practicality and simplicity. I 

wish other groups could take a look at 
this concept and see if it wouldn·t work 
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i11 tlwir own j11risdic-tio11s as a \\'.I\' to 
liroaclcn t lidr scop<'. 

STA D UP STRAIGHT, 
YOUNG LADY 

Elairn· • is tlie Ex<•c:utin• Dirrctor 
of' lht• Co11 11ec:t ic:ut O11tr<·ac:h Society in 
F.1rmi11gton. I II l1C'r monthly c:olum;, in 
tl1rir 0111 reac/1 1\ 'r•,c~. Elaine gil'C'S tips 
011 fc111i11i11e deportment, based 011 her 
obse1vatio11s of real wonwn. 

In the Januaiy issue Elaine ad­
dresses the topic of posture for cross­
dressers. She 4uitc rightly points out 
that most of us part-time ladies over­
look the feminizing benefit of simply 
standing up straight and maintaining a 
dignir.cd, womanly posture. Men have 
a trndency to stand in a way that accen­
tuat~d their shoulders and torso, a kind 
of Oat-footed hulking poshH"e wllich is 
dC'c:idc>dly unfeminine. 

\\ '0111en tend to stand in tall, almost 
posed positions, presenti ng thcmselvC's 
in the best form possible. She suggests 
keeping your f('et close together. and 
distributing yom weight off the typi­
cally male Oat-foot stance. Arching tlic 
back also pays <lividC'nds by str:1ightcn­
ing the torso and accentuating the chest 
and buttocks, keeping your weight from 
sloshing into your belly. 

In their February issue, Elaine takes 
aim at a part or the anatomy near and 
dear to evc1y malc~ whether they 
crossclress or not-breasts. llerc, she 
points out that many crossdressers tend 
to wear their "breasts" too high on their 
chest. Bec:ause of the weight of a natu­
ral female breast, the poin t of the 
nipple will be lower on fomales than on 
males. Thus, one should aim their 
breastforms so the nipple is an inch or 
two below their natural nipple. 

Practice makes perfect and simply 
observing the genuine articles in real­
life settings can help 11s imitate their 
natural bearing. 

AN ODD PLACE FOR THAT 
SORT OF THING 

I was looking at an old magazine aptly 
named Female l 111perso11afors. lfs copy­
right was 1970, and it featu red pictorials 
of (what else?) female impersonators on 
the stages and in the dressing rooms of 
the clubs where they performed. 



I lasl 111011tlt "s col u11111 I 11a·11tion •d 
111_, 1"011d1wss for tl11• l1igl 1 d rag style of 
tlw old i111pcrsonators a11d c·vc·11 tho11gl1 
19,(1 dot>.~1 i"t sec·111 that loug acto to me• 
(I \\"as just a sl ip of a ri rl b,1ck thC'n , o f 

co11rsc) it is 11 0w a q11 arlc r of a century 
hack i11 time . ThP photos i11 this is 11 e 
reconfirm cl 111)' liking for the totall 
11nn,1tural look of bo11ffant wigs. false 
e elashC's. and star ·h , rvcnin, g°' ns 
o er industrial str n th gi rd lC's. 

Th rC' was Oil<' v 1 • int rC'sting tidbit 
between the photo spr ads. a se rvic 
to th ir r Miers tl1 v had listed about 
two doze11 ' l11bs wllC'rC' f cmalc irnJ r­
son.,tors pli d 1l11:- ir gaud trndl?'. 1-
t·hough tllis was a "nal io11al"" magazine 
pu bl ish d i11 w York, the listing in­
clud d f' l vf'n locations in the gr atcr 
Phi lad -lphin area. E,· n more- inter st­
in was tli. t mo t of th r nightclub 
listc-d in our area we- re- located in the 
blue collar working ·lass neighborhoods 
of Frankford Kf' nsi11gto11. Port l1ich-
111011d and Fisl1town . nl on of th 
·lul s wa I at d in th • I raditionall 

ga~• nr a of downtown Ph illy. 
I' m s1 1rc- the. c working class bars 

1l1al oner f al11rC'cl (i: 111al irnpcrsonator 
n·,·u s 110 long r do s if the~• ·till ex­
ist at all . If ~•on'r<' familiar with Philadrl­
phi,1, c 11ld you imagi11e oing to a drn r 
show 011 ramingo An· n11 ? How aho11t 
Front and !I ghen~,? r f-ifth and 
Eric•? And, if vou wcr trav lincr 
th rough ·outh I hi lly you ·oukl hav(' 
stoppc-cl in for a lip s n ·h and an 
Ortlicb's at 27tl1 and Pas,y1111k. 

Tl,i is fairl~- amazing history for a 
Pl,ill~· kid like m. sc- lf'. ThosC' w r tough 
11cigl1borl1 ood all tlic war back to ti, 
ninetc-cnth ccnlul) '· Apparent\~,. thcsC' 
r w ni ht pots tried to softC' n those 
mean strc-rts with fals ies and a li tll 
pa11cak mak up. 

THE LEISURE QUEE S 
Our c11 ltur and national conomy 

sre111 i11 c: rcas in l~ clriv<:> 11 by American· 
pursui t or r crea tion. \\'hile steel 111il l. 
and thcr old !in rnanufacturing 11-

lTrpri sc>s went belly UJ or cl wnsizC'd 
drastic:nl lv. the- film and 11111sic indus­
triC's . nation al port • fra nch is<'s and lo­
cal lcisurl' time busi11C'sses seem to 
have c: me- of a re-. Tl1c ai 10unt of 
monc-y bC'ing spc-nt by co11 su111 crs and 

Hc11ais.,·mw<• e1,;s J. \ i rrvs, \ of. 9. o . ../ 

th ' :u1101111ts of monc , paid to ou r ·ul­
tural hc- n cs, c<·lc-brilies. is ani.u.ing, if 
not obs ·c 11 e. 

Februm)' 28th \\"as /\'lardi , ras. At 
on<' time' , /\ lardi Gras was a local I c-w 
Orleans phC'nomenon that got marginal 
m ntion in other citi<'s around the 
count,y In the last few ears. the' CC' l­
ebration of arcl i ra has become al­
most a national nt, not quite on a par 
, ith Hallow n ... but give it some tim . 
One- cable harm I arried Mardi ,ras 
'OV nwc liv all da from ew rlcans. 
ll re- in Philadelphia. th r , as a c-011 -
c rtcd ITort to ·'mak " Fat T11 sday a 
happ ning , ith n w pap r arti I s 
abou t wh r and how to celc-bratc tl1 
C'vent in SC'veral local wat ' ring ho! s 
hostin Mardi Gras parti . 

It i a gr at opp rtun ity to do a bit of 
fo ne crossdrt'ssing in "s traight'" es tab­
lishm nts we wouldn't ordinaril haunt. 
I know several of our Renaissance gi rl 
took advanta of it this car. (Predic­
tion: th traditi nal genteel • aster pa­
rade cone pt \\"ill ev ntuall, volv [de­
\"Olvc-?] into a gaudy, ·a1111 -it-u1 , show 
tim r for ·itizc ns who alrcad miss 
/\ larcli Gras and an·t wait until I lallow­
een. H n C' mb r. you r ad it h r fi rs!. ) 

Th int r sting thin .1bout this na­
tional cul tural move111c-nt toward find­
ing 111or and mor reasons to party is 
that h n n-cro dre ing p11b lic b -
com s mor and more a c ptin of 
11011-main tream ways to celebrate 
whatt'v r it is we'r all • lcbratin . That 
ma_ not bC' the way we , oulcl like cross­
drC'. si 11g to be accept ·cl but. ··an~ port 
in a storm .. as the say. And, it r in­
fo r cs 111 b lief that meri ·an wi ll tol­
erate- almost anytliin r if it's done in pnr­
suit of a "OOd time. "Expr ssin our 
feminine- pc- rsonalitie ?" "Pl100 ··, thc-y 
will sa_ . But, dressing in drag because 
it' a l'un thing to do. THAT. 
evel)'011e understands. 

LEAVING LIFE BEHIND 
Lifr·liues , thf' 11c-wslettcr of th Lo11g 

Island I· 111111 (' 1•:xpres ion roup, ·ar­
riC'd a11 intc-rvi w with three of its top 
board mc-mbcrs. Apparent] , the nrc 
rl'signing to fonn a n w group after 
s me di sappointmr nt with the crcneral 
I .I FE mc111bersllip-:md vice ve rsa. 
Th<' new group " ·ill bC' ca lled New York 
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;irl and Partncrs. (Dina is so b11sy she' 
didn't noti ·e that NY .&Pis now a Tk­
naissancc affiliat<'. Ed.) 

From the outside. it wasn't ·lcar cx­
actl what moved the three defecting 
board Ill 111bers to le-ave and fo rm a 

11 w group. Heading b h cen the lines, 
it SC'emed to have som thing to do with 
the n ral admini ·tration of LI FE ac­
tivities. Th r seems to b a loncr back­
gro11nd of s 1uahbling that had ronc on 
before this SC'ccssion o curred. 

An vay, there , ill ht' a new group 
fo rmed 011 Long Island in addition to, 
or in comp tition with, the ori(ri nal 
LI fE roup and this new group is plan­
ning to affi liat , witl1 H nais anc . 
(\\ c' r g tting to b th McDonald's of 
T support groups it seems. "Ovc-r a 
billion groups transform .cl.'') 

M q11 stion is: who on Long Islan I 
\\"il l make- up the m mbcrshi p for the­
lead rs of ti, n w group if the mem­
bership of the old group was less than 
enamored of tlwir lf'ad rship in tl1 t> 
first pin ·e? 811t that's a pl1i losophical 
questi n on the ord r r, "which cam 
first: the pantyhos or the L"Egg?" and 
fa r too v xing to tackle h r . 

PICKIN' AND GRJNNIN' AND 
CROSSDRESSIN' 

Th r ·s an articl in the Tenne sec 
al·s n wsl tt r about a n w ni htclnb 

v nture in ashville call cl .. owboys 
La a, ... It will b a featured revue at 
The A • of lubs and presu mably 
aimed at th straight &\\ fan , not 
sp<'cificall the ra • community. 

Audit ions , ere h Id and a sn ak 
I re-vi w performane for an im itatio11-
011ly crowd ot a nice writ -up in the 
Te1111essenn n w paper. r emale imper­
sona ors do th ir vt' rsions of &\V stars 
such as H ba McE ntire, D lly Parton , 
Pats .line, I orrie /\ !organ and 
Wynona Judd. 0th r acts in luck a 
·omi ·a l Na ncy Ker ri ran - T o nya 
I larding duet. 

It hould be intere ting to sec h \\" 
this venturr pans out in th hea rt of the 
Bibi Belt. But count ry music alwa. s 
had a plac fo r th comic lement . so 
perhaps this down home drag r 11c is 
not as off-the-wall as it may s em at 
n rst glance. 
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Wandering The World Wide Web 
by J oA1111 Hober/s 

:-.Jow tlwn· an• tc·c-!t110-s11obs who 
lJC'lit·,·c· ifyo11·rc not co111w<:t<·cl to till' 
l ntf'rnct, , ·on·n · c11lt11rall\' and sociallv 
clepri\'ed.· F c-ar not. b._,bi~s. I . ~•011 r • 
T<·k-K11ow-Tootsic, will g ive you thc­

stniight dope on getting wired. 
First , think of the Internet as a glo­

bal telc•phont' network, complete with 
d irectory assistance. phone books. <'tc. 
Once· yon get your " pl101w .. ( in this 
<:use a computer with a 111odcm) con­
nected to the network, and once )·ou 
know so1neone·s "phone 1111111ber" (i11 
this ca.st' an I 11ternC't address) yo11 can 
cal l anywh<'r<' and flnd infor111atio11 011 

j11st about anything. 
F irst things first. You nc-ed threc­

pieccs: a modcratel~· fast co111pnter (a 
386 PC. a Macl l si . or l)('tter) a tc-le­
communications program and a 1110-
dem. The tc lc-comm program I use 
reg11larly is MicroPhonl' and it is a\'ail­
ablP for botl1 t\focs and PCs. b11t al­
most any w ill do. ThC' 111od1' m nC'cds to 
u<" a mini11111111 o f 2400 bps. but 9600 
bps is better and 14,-100 bps is really 
neccssa1)' for down loading graphics 
and browsing the \\'orld \\'ide \\'cb 
(\\"\\/\\ '- more on that later). 

A decent 9600 bps modem these 
days can be had for less than SlOO and 
a 14.400 for about S 150. The latest 
modems are 28,800 bps and sell for 
over S200. Remember. faster is br ttC'r 
in this case. Most modems come with 
telccomm softwnre and many also in­
clude fax software as a bonus. 

I f your computer came with soft­
ware for Amrrica On-Linc (AOI ,). 
CompuServe (CIS) or Prodigy, or if 
~'011\1e received such software through 
thr mail , you may be able to get on the 
I nl·('met th rough thesr serv ices, hut 

the cost is high. Of eom sc, you ha"e 
full access to the nil of the serv icC' ·s 
otl ,cr options in addition to I ntcrnet 
accC'ss, but not all o f th<' major com­
puter service's provide full Internet ac­
ccss yet, al though it is coming. 

So. let's assume )'Ou do not use 
AOL. C IS or Prodigy, then how do you 
get on the net? L ikc your local telc-

plro11<· s1-r,·ic<· pro,·iclc·r. tlwn· an· l11-
l<'rlll' l sci ,·ic:c prn,·id, ·rs all m·1·r tlH' 
place·. Tlw St'rYicc I 11s1• is DSC and 
tl,c, ha\'<' access 1111mlwrs in o,·c·r ;35() 
cities around thr U.S. l"rn V<'ry plcasl'd 
with thC'ir sC'rYicc and the cost is qui t<· 

rc·asonal>IC'. Call l-800-5:21-273.3 to S<'l' 
if DSC lras a 1111111hPr 1war ,·011. Tlwn· 
arc• many othrr providf'rs ra11gi11~ fro111 
local (l ike Cross-Co1111c-ct ions at 1-8 18-
7'>6-8887) to national (l ik<' '.\J C'tcom 
and Dc•lphiJ. C:ct the·<· to a bookstore' 
and p ick up one of tire 111a11~• co111p11tPr 
111agazi11C's or one of the ne,,·<'r I 11ter-
11ct-specilk mags like / 11/ t• n u·t \\'arid 
and d1C'ck out the lists of Internet sf'l'­
vi<:<' providers. 

You call tlrc prm·idcr and ask for l n­
tenwt scrv iccs. You will bc ask<'d what 
kind o f connection , ·011 want. For our 
p11qlosc-s thf'I'<' arc only h,·o of eco­
nomical intc r<"st: a She-II acc-ount and a 
SUP/ PPP account. Tlw ShC'll account 
is the simplest and cl1eap C'st, both in 
terms of actual cost and hardware 
nc-edC'd. To get into a ShC'II account 
~·011 only nl•e<l the n1ini11n1m equip­
ment I d<'scribed above. 

Shell account access means that ,·011 
will call your servicc provider·s com­
puter and log into an account set up 
just for yon, complete with a usc:r 
name and password, just like calling 
into AOL. C IS or a local computer 
bulletin board system. I l owC',·cr . the 
servic<' pro,·idC'r·s computer syst<'m 
(th<' llost) is connected to tl ,e l nter-
1wt. so once you arc logged in, ~-ou 
type the word "Shell" and you can 110,,· 
tell the I l ost what parts of thC' l ntcrnc- t 
yo11·d l ike to cal l. \ \ "arning: T lw l nt<'r­
nc t itsclf runs under an opcrating s: ·s­
tem called Unix which can be difficult 
to learn and remember. All of the utili­
lil'S availablP in a Shell account arc 
Unix progra111s and you 1i.;il/ need to 
learn how to use th<'m to scnd and r<'­
cei\·e email, read newsgroups and do 

an~tlring eb c on the 1et. DSC will 
provide you with a She-II acco11nt and 
2-1 by 7 access (i.e. 2-1 hours a clay, 7 
days a week - in other words unlim­
ited) for $12 a month plus whate,·er it 

10 

C'osts , ·0 11 to <'all tlwir loc-al I lost. Trust 
Ill(', tl1at \ cll('ap! 

But. Sll<'ll ac:c·o1111t accc-ss. as ch<"ap 
as it is. do<'sn ·1 allow , ·011 into tire 
coolt·st, 11c,,·1•st part of the Internet. 
tl1<' \\ 'oriel \\'idt· \\·1·h or\\"\\"\\ ·. \\ 'i·II , 

tl1at's not strictly eorrect. You can ac­
cess the \ \.ch from a Shell by running 
I ,~·rn:. l lowen·r, : ·0 11 won't get thc­
grapl1iC's. sound. and 1110vies and that"s 
ti!(' real point of the- \\.eb. But you ca11 
at least g<·t a taste from Lynx. 

Until rec(·ntl_,·. it took lrn111ongo11s 
l1ardwar(' and lots of bucks to actuallv 
co1111ect your own co111puter to tl1e I 11-
tenwt and most people wouldn't want 
thf'ir macl1i1ws on t hC' Net full time· 
an~wa)'· But, a couple- o f network 
wonks got tog<'tllC'r and cobbled 11p 
s01nc tlri11g e:allc-d SI .IP or Serial Line 
Interface Protocol. SLIP runs through 
a moderatclr fast modem (mini11111111 
s1.w<'d of I ,1,400 bps) and USC'S your 
SC'1-vice provider 's t·o1np11tc-r as a 
"switc:I, .. to co1111c·c:t ,·our macl1i11<' di­

rc-<:tly into thc lnlC'rnct. Your computN 
becomes, temporarily. a part of' th<' 
global I ntC'n1C't nC'twork. 

But, SLI P has other advantages. By 
a feat nothing short of magic, SLlP al­
lows vou to make multiple connections 
to the Internet over a single modem 
connection. T n ily amazing! You will 
also S<'C these' accounts re ferred to as 
SLIP/PPP accounts. EvcJ)'One Sa)'S 
PPP ( Point to Point Protocol) is SLI P 
done correctly, but botlr work tlrc-
samC' magic. A non-commercial SLIP/ 
PPP account 011 DSC is about $20 p<'r 
111011th for 90 hours of access, plus 
whatf'\'f'r phone charges apply. 

r\s you might imagine, magic comes 
al a price. In this case, that price is ad­
ditio11al software' and t·he foster mo­
dem. I al readv l1ad the modem, but I 
spent sC",·C'ral 
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1nontlrs looking for tlH' 
bits and pieccs or soft-ware. I finally 
fo11nd the 111/t'nrel Start f'/' Kil for Ma­

cil1/os/1 h~, Adam Engst. published by 
I l avdC'n Books at an Encore' Books. I t 
had almost C'Vl't)'thing I needed to get 

co11ti1111ed on page 21 



ueen Cushion Shoes 

,""""1 Gorgeous Ladies Shoes 
Made on Men's Shoe Form 
in Men's Sizes 

,""""1 Men's Sizes 7 ,.14 

,""""1 Custom Made in France 

,,,,,If All,.leather upper and sole, 
leather & suede, beading, 
fur--trim, lace, and much, 
much more ... ! 

,""""1 We try to accommodate 
special needs 

,""""1 We try to fit the hard to fit 

,,,,,,,;r Inquire about our Personal 
Listings Calendar and VHS 
Shopping 

For Free Catalog: 

Call 1-800--42COMFY (26639) 
only in U.S. & Canada• 24 hrs 

(All others please call 7 16-876-2 7 38 or mail in requests) 

QUEEN CUSHION SHOES 
735 Delaware Road #124 

Buffalo, NY 14223 
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t\ 11y sufficiently adi;n11ced tec/1110/ogy. 
to a pri111iti i;c cult11re, is ill(/isti11g11ish­
aulr: from magic. 

- /\1tl111r C. Clark1• 

I"ve 111c·11tiOJl('d the l11t<'r11l:t se, ·<·ral tinll' 
ovt·r the past months a11<l m~11•xn1rsio 11 
in to the dcptlis of tlw n L"t arc gctti ng 
l011~1·r and dccpcr. J\ ·c o pe ned a C DS 
"'storf'fro11 t '" 0 11 the \\ "oriel \ \'iclt• \\'cb 

wh ich should be up and n11111i11g by tlw 
t inw rou rea d this. The C DS I l o m c 
Pai v • address is : Ii ttp: // 

"'"''·.cd spub.co111/Cat.ht111l. Surf on 
over and take a look. 13ut , r·vc bei:-11 
t hinking tl ,at e, ·el)' o rgnn izatio11 rea lly 
ncccls to get, al a minimum, a n e mail ac­
count. Email is nearly instantan<'ous Ltml 

information abo u t events, news, and is­
sues could be hean:1 ,\round thc wo rld 
within minutes of posting. I know many 
ind ividuals associated with g roups ha"e 
email. I regularly '" talk .. to Jane Elle n 
Fairfax, Ky m Hic hards, Linda Pe acock, 
Vanessa Kaye, D allas De nny, 1111d man~· 
othe rs via e mail. I t is an ideal way to 
communicate. \\'ith e no ugh g roups o n 
the net , it might be feasible to start an 
e lectro nic newsle tte r t hat would uuto­
maticaJly go out to cvr1y o rganization. 
E\'entually, I expect cve1y g ro11p to have 
n \\"cb site w he re people will find the' 
lntes t information and news about th<' 
g roup and its activities. Fiat E lectro n ! 

~_,_,_ 

\\ 'e ll. <> n o ug h tech - ta l k. ThP ll OT 

B UZZ is about tlu· l 11 tl' rnatio11al Con­
g rrss 0 11 Cross Dressing. Sex. and C<'11-
d r r lss11rs. held in I ,os ,\ngrlc-s at tlH· 
C'nd of h ' h n 1arv. 13v a11,· 1neas11rc'. it was . . , 

a trc-mcndous suc'(.'1·ss. About :300 pr·o p lc 
ntt<'ndC'cl the conf.1h. O f that n11111bc·r . r el 
sar a thi rd \\"('re' tra11sgc·11drrc-d. or those . 
ahont anot hC'r third W<'rC' pr<'SC' lltc-rs. 
l'ersonall;·, I fo1111d thl' dialo~ue be­
tween the two sid <'s s ti 111 ula t i11g and 
\\'Ur tl l\\·hik. Snrc·, tlwn· \\'('IT so1111· <.:<m­
t rov1·rsi1·~. At 0 111· poi nt, '.\l arti n l' 
Rothhlatt , a11tll()r of the 111·,1· book Tlw 
1\1wrtltcid <~{ Sl'x. got into a shouting 
111atd1 \l'ith a tra11sg1·11d<-rl'd pli;·~ida11 
L'\'l'r t\11· I larry fk11ja111i11 S ta ndards of 
Can·. But this ki11cl of clilfrrl'lll'<' of opi11-
io11 go1·s 011 at just about l'\'C-1; kind or 
1m•c· ti11g. (h c·rall, I'd sa; thl" pc·npl c- w ho 
111acl1· tlic· greatest impact of tlw c:011fr·r­
<' 11<.:c· , , ·c·rc· l hC' Ft'.\ I t ra11ssc:.x11als. Janws 
CrcTn was s i1nply s<.:i11tillati11g. as \\as 
J ason C:rrn11,,·t·II . I l,ad the l>lcas11rc- of 
llllTti11~ Stl'p l1c-11 \\"l1i1tl1·, a11 F t~I fro111 

;\]a11d11•sln. E11gla 11d , wl 10 t<·aclies al 
the· Sd100I o f Law. ~l a11d1ester '.\ lvtro­
p olita11 lJni,·n sit;·· \\"hat a 1l!'at g u~·! 
,\ nd, talk about p lug~('{! into,, lia t·~ linp­
p <' ning'? \\\· dist:ussl'd tlw rl'l~·v,UK'l" to 
trnnssnuals of thc- recent divorce- ckcrc:c­
of a n }.. l tF t ranssexual in New Zealand. 

S<T, the- cou rt tllC' rc- grantc-cl he r ., di­
vorce. In o rde r to do that. the, had to 
agrc-c- that he r 111arriagc- was ll'gnl from 
t he start. lftl1atwns true , the n tl1c-y had 
to rccognizC' that post-op transsexuals 
have, indeed, .. clia11gc-<l sc-x.'" Since New 
Zealand follows thr same principks o f 
luw as Australia and England, this seem ­
ingly simple '"divorc·e" drcrce l1as wid<' 
ranging ramifications for the lq~al s tatus 
of transsc-x11als in those countries. 

One o f the highlig hts oftlw cong ress was 
the Saturday morning ple11nry S<'Ssion 
with Hog<'r Corski, Ph.D. Or. Corski h,,s 
hc>en rt'SC'arcl1ing th C' biology or gC'ndc-r 
diffc n•nc•C's, p:1rtie11brly with rC'sp<'ct to 
SC'xu:1I cli111orphis 111 (s<'x diffc-ren cc>s) in 
the b ra in . I l e mack• a r<'mark i11 p:1ssinq 
that 111 :rn~ peopl r may ha,·<' mi s~t>d 
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w l1ic li I thi 11k li<'ars rc·1wali11~. Dr. 
Corski said 11,at the male brain of pri­
mat<'S (i11 this c:as1· monk<'ys) makes all 
of the horn101H·s IH'<:<'ssar\' to trigger 
ovulation \\'c•n · \\'<' ahk to s11 t·c:c·ssfo II \' 
implant m·a ri<'s in a malt' . Now, toupl<' 
that stat c·1111·11t wit h thr rrsl'arc:h clis­
t11s~C'cl at Suuda).-S [>lc-nary st'ssio11 where 
Xia Zhao j i. ~I. I) .. showed the r<'Sll 1 ts of 
his work i111pla11ting tcs tcs in Ft ;,..1 t rn11s­
s1·:..11ab all(! m ·ari('s in l\ lt F lra11ss1·.,11als. 

The· t<·st1·s s11 r\'ivl'd !) 111011th~ a 11cl ll1<· 

m·ari<'~ for a) l'ar. TII<' i111plil'at io11 h that 
il 111ay lw po~siblc· i11 t ht· 11l'ar 1'11tun• to 
i111pla11t o,·ari t·~ ,11 1cl a ull'ntS in :--11F 
tra11sscx11ab who won Id \\'ant to get preg-
11a 11l ancl can) a hah~• lo l1·rn1. and that 
a fu n<:tional 1w1 1is and testidcs 111a; ht· 
tra11:.pla11tablc to Ft;\I tramsC'xuals. lk-
111imls Ill<' or s,,.cl Bracl, (Jo hn \ "ark~ 
fans will rc·cog11izc tllC' n·lc.·rc·11cc-) . ............. 
Otlwr !IOT B UZZ at tlic congress wa~ 
tl,c- rn tl1er l011d wl1ining a nd co111plain­
i11g fro111 the oq;anize rs of the T exas .. T .. 
Party lw<:a11st· t ht· L.A. 111cTt \\',IS held on 
tl1c- sa111c w c-c:ke nd . It was much ado 
abu11l 11otliine; sine,.. reports from peopk 
attending the •T"' say then· wc- rc lllore 
pc-oplr there than c,Tr. I helie,·c the ··of­
ficia l .. co,mt \\',ls 3·10. (Yes, they krcp 
score. Apparently .. mi1w is biggc- r th t'n 
yours .. is impo rtant to thc n1.) So, my pn'­
diction that the L.A. congrc-ss " ·c,uld n "t 
i111pact the ·T .. w ,1s corr<'ct. \\"liut we n• 
thc-y compl,, ining abou t'? ~ o 01,C' "owns" 

the cale ncbr. 

Ami, speaking o f cale ndar, mark Spring 
1997 as thC' t<> ntative clnte for the S<>CO!l(I 
I 11tC' rn.1tional Congrrss o n C ross DrC'ss-
i ng, Sc-x :incl Ct•11dcr Issues. SevC'ral of 

the re ps from g1' 11dN g ro ups 11rged D r. 
Vc-m Bullo ug lt. co-chairof tlw f1rst Con­
gress, to do it again, whicl1 lw clccl inC'd. 
B11t, bo th he and Dr. Jame's Elias, Exc>e. 
Dir. of tht• C<'ntr r fo r SC'x HPscarc h at 
CSU N. said they wou lcl s uppo1t and c•11-
d orsC' a si111ilnr cvC'nl at another silC' . Dr. 
Bullougli even pollC'd some' of his c.:ol­
l<>ag11!'s fo r potC'ntial sites. An informal 



HOT•BUZZ 
sh T tfog c-0111111itt1 •(• is talki11g to sc,·cral 
acacln11it: i11slitutio 11s as pote11tial hosts. 
Onct· thC' rt· is ag ree 111 C'nl 0 11 tire' site', a 
clat<' \\'ill hC' anno 11ncc·cl. Stay l 11ned. 

._,,..._,,.. 

O n to fashion nt·ws ... I tliink this .. n·c-on­
slrnction .. of fC'mininitr is hC'ing takC'n 
too far. I si t· he re looking at thC' clothing 
ads in thC' fashion rags and all I can think 
o r is: Y11ck! J\ shapely s11il o r clt(' llliSC' is 
011c· thing. hut o, ·C' ttl~· corseted clothing 
\\'i llt fro11-fro 11s and frills is a hit 11111cl1. 
I l ·s o ka,· fo r a woman to want to look 
se11s11al ·.mcl fC'cl s<'xy, liowe\'1·r. it is not 
oka" to try to make lrc r look likc a mari­
OtH:tte. Some or the waistlines a re so 
nipped in it m11sl h<' ha rd to breathe· and 
impossible to eat o r d rink. Come o n clC'­
signc rs, get back to thc real \\'Oriel ! 

The llC\\' fc inininil~· can rnakt' yo11 s ick. 
litc rallv. One docto r has said that hC' 
trc-als ,;s tnmry as 2.5 patie nts a year for 
g:1stro i11tcsti11al distress lwca11sC' tl lC' ir 
pants arC' too tig ht. lmag i11e "'hat a cor­
set could d o. Fruit o f thc Loom con­
clncted a survey of 100 \\'Otnc n and found 
ti rat 82 pe rcc-nt said n11co111fortablc- 11n­
dt'r\\'car rnins the ir day. ........ 
Ifs not j11s t clothing. Eye- makC'11p has 
take n o n C'xtrc me looks. Most o f thC' 
111oclc•ls in ads look like they've been in 
har brawls or been date-rap<"d . (And, tlO 
I am not making f,111 of date rape.) Jeez, 
if I didn ·t know any bette r, I 'cl think most 
of the models we re transvestitt>s. (And. 
yes. I am making fun o f the way some 
transvt>stites dress.) ----1 f you want to sec my idea o f sexy and 
fc-minine, look for the recent ad for Flo­
re nce C rome r. It's a simple ad with a 
sultrv blo nde in a c rean1 colored leather 
suit. Bo th the blonde- and thC' suit arC' 
knock-011ts. Simple , yet e legant. ----The recC'nt tre nd in real world makeup 
is lo t·otnbine and la\'C' r colo rs to add 
depth to t hC' face. OnC' sud I layering 
trick is to prin1C' lips with a shocking fus­
c hia a nd the n layer \\'ith burgundy o r 
dC'ep plnm. The e ffC'ct can be- ama;-.ing. 

Hc1wissa11("(' .\ '<'lcs & \1it•1i -.~. Vol. 9. No. -I 

~lakcup artis t 1(1•vin Aueoin was able to 
c:n·ate a pc·rfi·(·t tomato-red hy c:ornliin­
ing a cl<'<'P reel base and tht'n t·on·ring it 
with lc-mon-linH' lip gloss. Cool! Sintilar 
tricks arC' pe rfcmnecl with eye· shadows, 
like iridescent hluC' over black, and gray 
and brown fini she d with a shinttnery 
gold. Th<' combinations arc c ndlC'ss. Ex­
pc rinlC'nt and have fun! ............ 
The March issuC' o f ,\/lure has a ·Trick 
o f the t-.lo nth .. that we've known fo r 
years. thanks to mak<'np may\'cn Jim 
Briclg<'s. I .e Jim taught 111<' to us<' baby 
\\'ipcs to re move- makt'up a c-ouplc- o f 
~-ears ago al FanFair. \\.C'II , guess what 
"trick .. Allure cam<' 11p with for r,. Jarch. 
Ye ah, girl. Tl rat one. Toooo slow. ----\\°omen of color a rC' finding ntore and 
more cosme tics designed just for tlwm, 
and that of com sc helps fe minine trans­
g<'nclC' rw l peopl<' o f colo r too. Lots o f 
companies are adding sl 1a<lcs o f black to 
thC'ir product lines, and while anyone- can 
11se tlwsc p roducts, they work best o n 
African-ethnic skin. C heck out Bobbi 
Brown ·s Blac k Bt>rry lipstic k and Navy 
eyeshadow. o r L·o rcar s Sang ria nail 
polish. and Dio r·s Precio us Green eye­
line r pe ncil (almost green-black). 

,_,..,.., ... 
The tre ncl for foundation is away from 
thc ultra-sophisticated matte face and 
toward she-en. bortkring on shine. The 
idea is that no onc·s skin is matte so \\'hy 
make it look that wav? Newe r base 
mak<'ups look de" )' on the skin. But how 
can \\'C take advantage of that since many 
o f us need hC',l\) ' coverage and those 
thick conceale rs must be set with pow­
de r. Try fusing the powckr into the base 
with a solvent like wate r, witch hazel or 
alcohol. Take a wad o f cotton ancl soak 
it with the solvent, then care fully press 
the' soaked cotton into the face . The 
pressure plus solve nt will fuse powde r 
and base, resto ring some o f the natural 
shine to , ·our skin. ----Once- a wo man comes of a certain age, 
she has to be eom:e rncd with wrinkles. 
Fonnclation has a nasty habit of accumu­
lating in wrinkles which makes the m 
even more noticeable. The nC'west foun­
dations use silicone c-., rriC'rs and special 
pig mc-nt that claim to hold the make up 
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.. ahm•c··· tl ll' wrinkles so tlrc'v arC' not so 
visilih•. C IH'c:k 011t lkvlcm·s Age• Dd\ing 
t-.lakcup. Pt' rson ,tl l~•. I s till like- ~lax 
Factor·s Ac t ivC' Pro tect ion liC'st. ----r\'C' 11otic<'d another rC'tro-trC'nd: lining 
tire insidC' IO\\'er eyelid with black. Didn't 
ti t<'y t<'II ns no t to do that just a few ycars 
ago? If you wear contact le nses like I do . 
lining the inside lowe r lid is a sm e fire 
way to goo up your IPttses. 

,_,,_,,_.., 

I caught a quick sound byte abont a one 
cla~·- throw away contact. You p11t in a 
new pair each day. Tire piece said tllC'y 
we rC' cxpc nsivc. abo ut $700 for a ycar·s 
snpply. I !ell, that's not expe nsive. Al jnst 
unde r $2 a day, that's lcss tha n most 
smokC'rs sp<'nd for cigarC'ltes in a y<'ar. 
t-- ly nicotine hab it runs alrnost $900/~-r. 
So, .. expensive .. is a rc-lati\'C' te rm. If you 
wcar contacts. ask your optometrist o r 
optician about throwaway contacts. ............ 
I lc rc's a trend that wo n·t last long: C:u11-
t-.l oll C hic-. Fue le d by the S IICCC'SS o r 
Quc11tin Tarantino·s Pulp Fictio 11 , som<' 
d c>signc rs want to make every woman 
look lik<' Uma Thurman. Not. 

Getting bac k to the femininity crazt· ... 
Getting into that re t ro-40's suit may 
mean some serious dieting. 1 ·ve d one- thC' 
majors - N utri-Systc ms and Je nny C raig 
- and thcy wo rk... for a while. Tlw n. 
bang, you've gained it bac k and spe nt a 
lot of mone)' for what? I've found that 
the only real way to lose we ight perma­
nc ntly is watch what you eat, C'SpC'cially 
fats, and exercise at least thrC'C' timcs a 
week for 20 minutes. I lost 8 pounds 
from just afte r C hristmas to the e nd of 
February by do ing just that and I'm go­
ing for another 8 to JO the same- way. 
But, tl1ere are some rt>ccnt d evelo p­
ments concerning how our bodies makC' 
and store fat . The latest BUZZ on fat is 
C hrornium Picolinate which can be pur­
chasC'd at any health food store. It is 
thoug ht that the c hromium hdps the 
body me tabolize fat more C' ffi ciC'ntl~·­
\\°ho knows, maybe it docs work. ----© 1995 by C reative D C'sign Serviccs. All 
rights reservC'd. Opinions exprt>ssed are 
those o f the autho r. If you d on ·t li ke> 
thc-111. go write ~,our own column. 



Dining Out With Babs 
by Babs -
In January. friends and I visited th<' 

newly r<•opened restaurant at the- Cart­
whed club in 1ew I lope, Pennsylva­
nia. The new nan1e for tl1e ''\VheC'l's" 
dining facility is Cal'C' Mo. Also new 
were the ownership. decor and mc11u. 
\\ 'e found a c:asllal. light and airy 
Southwestern decor and a lower 
priced, yet expanded. 111c·1m fc'aluri11g 
sandwichc·s and burgers, as well as in­
te resting gounn<'t style dislH'S. Specials 
of the Dav werr 111111s11al and intcn•st­
ing. The ;C'staura11t was fillPd and 
tliC're was a Jllix up in our rc·sNvation. 

\\ ·J1ilc we waited, ,,·e We're offered a 
round of drinks at tlH' piano liar. \\'r 
were given a Sllhstit 11 t< · tahlf' and sin­
cerr apologiC's. 

App<'ti1.c·rs rang<'cl l'rn111 a tasty hut 
peppe ry rigatoni in ,·odka s:111ec· to av­
rrag<' nachos. The st11ffrcl el iieken 
ravioli d 11 jour ancl shrimp scarnpi " ·c•n· 

well above- avc-rage and the "Julia 
C hild" sal1non wrapp<'d in potato crust 
was described a$ "divinf'." The only 
c:0111plaint \\'as the• fil et mignon was 
"cl1ewy." DC'sserts mngcd from ker 
lime pie to baklm·a and wr-n· e11joy<'d 
by all. The wine list was a litt le pricey 
hy New Jc- rsey standards. with a con­
sistC'nt (: l<'n Ell<' n cl 1ardo1111a:,· at 816 
and a richer Kenchll Jackson for 824. 

The s<• r-vic:r ,,~1s 1>ro111pt and prof es­
sion:1I. :,·<'t a litt l<' cool c:0111pared to 
some· of th<' rrie11dl:,· waitr rs fro1n the 
nlcl rrstamant. \fr got tl1e fcC' ling tlwy 
,,·rre li111itt'd in th<'ir c·xperi<•11n• with 
thC' TC C-011\llll lllil: . 

On a return ,·isit. on a Friday night 
i11 FehniarY. fonr c:011ples \\'C're \\'el­
co11ic·d Ii:,· C1·orga11 11 . 011<· of' thr c·o­
ownc·rs. \ \ 't• met ~eve1~1I old friends 
and regulars from the· old "\\ 'lire!." 
hotl1 i11 tlH· rC'staur:int and at the pia110 
har. i11clucling a kw "sistNs ... The• staff 

sc·P111ed a lilll<' warmrr. \\'(' were ac­
con11nocfotpd wit h our rrqt1C's ted table 
and the- food was consistently first rate. 
O11ion soup. Carsar salad. the "spC'cial 
roc:k sl1rirnp" with butte r and garlic 
ovC"r linguim·. st rip strak with an "C'tt­
lici11g" sauc<'. th<' ravioli du jonr and 
the Julia Cl1ild s:11111011 did not disap­
point anyone. Desserts. again . wrre ex­
t<'llr nt. and p,·en th<' honsc wine l1ad a 
nic-c body. One note of caution for 
those who c:annot tolerate pcpp<'r­
ask aht'ad! Tll<'r<' was a littlr extra in 
thc- ric:1·. As a lo\\'N pric:rd. more c::1-
sual c·atcry than tllC' more llpsc·alc· 
Raven and Pre lncle clown th<' road. tlw 
11<'''' "\\' lu·c•I" n·pn·sC'nts an C'njoyahlc· 
al tt•rnativc•. 

Caft· ;-.10 at tl1 c- Cartwh<'<'I 
n, Old York Hcl. ( Ho11t<' :202) 
\cw I lope·. P,\ • 215-862-08,':iO 
:-. tajor crC'cl it c:ards ac:ccpt<'<I 
HC'SC'l'Yations suggrstccl. 

For that one of a kind dress, 
f or the once ill a while woman ... 
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T-Speak: A Lexicon of Gender 
l,y Angela Card11er 
/\!any pc-oplc· ar(· c.:onfuscd about 

the nature o f thC' lransg<'ndN<'d , and 
c•xactlv what the 111any diffe rf'nt tc m1s 
11sC'd in th<' t-nmsgencle recl com mu­
nity , (thcr<'·s one now! ) mean. A while 
hac.:k I was 0 11 the phone with a re­
portC' r who was intc rC'Stl'd in doing an 
a rticle on transsexnals. She had a num­
he r of qu<'slio ns. one of which was. 
.. I low long do transvestites c.:rossdrcss 
before thc-y be-come transs<'x11als?" 
Stop the prc-sses! I I old <'\·erything. As 
Hicky said to Lucy, "Yo 11 got a lot of 
·splainin' to do." This confusion exists 
in tl,c g<'1wral public and within the 
community itsd f. People arc throwing 
words around witho11t having a clear 
undNstanding of what they mean. The 
introcl11ctio n of the tenn. crossclresser 
j11st added to the confusion. I don't 
know how many tirnPs I've- he-arc! 
people say. 'Tm not a transvestite. I'm 
a c rossdressPr. .. \\ 'ell big g11v, wby arc 
~·o u \V<'ari11g thnt dress? 

L<'l's start the de finitions right 
there. A transvestite (1V) is a pe rson 
who dc-rives a satisfactio n fro m wcar-
i ng the clothing o f the opposite' sex. 
This satisfaction may be an all-over­
~-ou r-body good feeling. a relie f of 
stress. erotic: stimulation or all of thC' 
abm·e . The desire to cngag<' in c ross­
dressed behavior is most often present 
at an C'arly age and stays with the tra11s­
\'estitc for the rC'st of the ir life. 

The politically correct started to use 
crossdresser as the "propn" te rm in 
o rde r to avoid negative connotations 
that had begun to acc11m11btc around 
thl' word , transwstitc. Middle-aged 
me11 with wives, families and an inex­
plicabl<' desire to wear hair bows in 
wigs that would really look bette r with­
out onc-. decided the word, "transves­
tite" l'onjnred images o f hot (as in 
OH' rtly sC'x11al), five inc h heelc•d hook­
t• rs with boob jobs and sC'vcral social 
clisC'aS(•S. Obviously the girls with bows 
in tl1f'l'C' wigs couldn't be related to the 
.stred-walki11g transvestites so the 
word "crossdrC'sser" was born. (Gid is 
a term often used by mcmbns of tl1e 

crossdrc·ssi11g t·o111 mu11ity to describe 
t l IC ms(· J ves.) 

Actually c:rossdrC'sser is not a bad 
word. It's uscful in dC'scribing a11yo11c 
who wears clothing, co11siderccl by so­
cie ty. to be appropriate to the gC'nder 
opposite their physical ge11clc-r; for any 
reason. Thus, we may say that a profC's­
sional fe male impersonator (FI) 
(someone who imitatf's a woman 011 

stage or scree n for 111011C'y), who would 
not b<' caught dead in wo 111C'11·s cloth­
ing off stag<', is, because he cross 
dresses regularly, a crossdrcsser. 
(~lost F J's would disagn'e with this 
d11e to the ir impe rfect unde rstanding 
of transg<'ndc r te rminology.) I l e 111ay 
or may not bC' a transvc-stitc. S0111cone 
like Dame Edna, who cross dr<"sses to 
pe rform as a female character, could 
hc described as a c rossclrcsser, but 
again WP hm·C' no idea if the motivation 
to create that character came from 
transvC'stism or t heal rical 0am boyancc. 

A transsexual is a pe rson who has 
always fr•lt tlwir physical gende r does 
not matc h the way they fee l inside. 
They may e rossclrcss to look more like 
the way they feel, but they don't get 
the type of satisfaction a transvestite 
wo uld from, "dressing up ... 111 fact, 
most transsexuals arc not that con­
cerned with clothing. latching the 
body with the mind is the ir number 
one priority. 

The myth that transvestism is a step 
011 the way to transsexuality comes 
about, in part, from the difficulty many 
people expe rie nce in knowing the m­
selves. Early feelings of transsexnality 
lll:1)' be confused with homosexual 
longings o r transvestite f<'elings. It is 
important to talk with qualified coun­
selors and peC'rs who ha\'C "bpe n 
there" to sort out exactly who you arc. 

To further confuse the issue, some 
transv('stites arc having such a good 
time be ing fr·m ini11c and such a d11ll 
time being me11 that the~· fe<'I they 
should haH' a sex cl,ange and live full 
time as ff'malc-s. \\'hen da\'timc- talk 
fests do shows about "sC'x changes" 
who have regrets and want to rcversf' 
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thc- procC'ss. it's usually pC'ople who 
have allowecl their transvestite fantasy 
to take the m down tilC' wrong road. 
These people- arc called pseudo­
transsexuals. Tlie l/ar11.1 Be1,jo111i11 

Strllldords of Care W<'r<' writte n to help 
profC'ssionals in 1l1c psycl1ological and 
mcdical fie lds sort out the true trans­
s1·xuals from the pseudo transsexuals. 

Truc transsexuals arc gende r dys­
pboric. C:endcr dysphoria is a discom­
fort with onC'·s physical gender. This 
differs from a transvC'stite's feeling of 
excitt' lllC'nt at being dressed up. Tl)(' 
transvestite may 11ot lc-el as good when 
not "dressed" but acting like their 
physical gende r will not be uncomfort­
aulC' for the m. The gPnclN dysphoric: 
may expe rience anything from slight 
disco mfort to outright loathing of the ir 
physical g<'ndcr. Th<' trf'atmc nt for a 
seven' gender dysphoria is SRS. 

SRS stands for Sex Heassignment 
Surgery. Often re fNred to as The Op­
e ration, SRS is more accurate ly de­
scribed as several procedures. Mo re 
procedures arc required for a fe mal<'­
to-111alc than for an M-to-F. (Thc ini­
tials are often used to describe indi­
viduals who are crossing the gender 
borde r. M-to-F for male-to-fe male and 
F-to-M for female-to-male . The initials 
may be used for both transsexuals and 
transvestites but are most often used 
for transsexuals.) 

Of course this short article can't 
cover all the words used by people in 
and around the transgencle r commu­
nity . For example , Drag queens (gay 
tranS\'CStites who always go for glam­
our looks, or, more commonly among 
younger queens, wild and trashy club 
looks) h,1ve their own terminology that 
can get so complicated I won't even try 
to get into it girlfriend. 

\\'hat clo you call a TC pe rson who 
has breasts and a pe nis? If she comes 
from a middle class background she is 
a transgencle rist. If she is lower on 
the class ladde r. she is a she -male . 
l lc rc is a case whc-rC' the words de-

continuecl on page 20 



Jimmy Olsen: Queen Of Comics 
'F - ::t,,. S T~:;£. - <rJ ' ~~ .... ~ 

- ---- _.,-..., r-- Tt :;,, • • 
r •r~ ; . - ._ " ~' --, 

- •· • ,_,,. ~ w o ..qA- 1 , s;;;; .l-:,.,1. , ~ 
r • - 1 t:'~--· .1r ::- ...... r 84.SFfi t 

• • : ... - - ~ Q - ~ :. $l./'_ 

' •• <-, ~·· ':-1 \ 
• I 

I ~ .. i 
). ~~ --.. ~ . \ 

I {. . 

• , 
I 

by Robyn Dormer 
At last w<' come to the nacli r of c-omic 

hook crossdrcssing-Jimmy Olsen her­
self. Ji111n1:' is the rC'aso11 I bc-~a11 this 
whol<' s<'ri<'s in tlie first pince. It was 
nbout a ye,1r ago tlint editor Angela 
Gardnr r did a writc-up on a phutowp~· 
she hacl r<'<::t•ivc-cl of ,1 Jim m:· Ols<'n 
story in wl1ich lw masqu<' raded as a 
gangstr r's 111011. Angrla statc' d that 
ther<· wr r<' at leJst two ot l1c r inst,111ccs 
of Olsrn in drag and if anyone had cop­
il.'s to s<'ncl them in . As a comiC' fan from 
wny back, I own<'d those issues and 
many othN instances or crossdrc-ssing/ 
trausgenclNisrn in comics. \\ 'h<>11 I 

opened my comic store nncl used m,· 
collection ns bnck stock, those prized is­
sues and the othC'r titles l\ 1(' rcport c-d 
on WC'r<' the only hooks not for sale. 

Now tl1at the store is closing. I will 
be <louating them to the Rcnaiss:mcc li­
brary and I am focusing fu ll attention 
on my new career as a ''document co11-
trol clerk,'' not a "sC'crC'tary ... (tclitor·s 
t\otc': Oops!) This will br tliC' Inst in­
stallment of TG Clwracters in tl,e 
Comics. And who better to end th<' S<'­

ries than with the person most r<'spon­
sible for it in the first placC'- Miss 
Jimmy OL~en. 

It was Supemum's Pal Ji111111y Ofse11 . 
issue #95, cover date September, 1966 
that tl1e "Miss Jimmy Olsen" story An­
gela reported 011 first appeared. For 
those who missed her summation. 

J im111y d1•dclt·s to inn·sl igal!• .. Big 
Mont<' .. t\ltCra\\'. the 1·x- rac:k<'l t·1·r sns­
pected ofbl'ing the 11iastennind hd1i11d 
a large· j<0 w<·lr-y 1,C'ist. Sinee no 011<· is al­
lowed into the tlieater J i111111y j11sl saw 
Bi~ Monte• enter. Ji111my clecicl<•s to grt 
clos(' to ~ltGraw by disguising himsdl' 
as a girl a11d trying out for the d 1orus 
line or tlie ''Metropolis Follies" show 
that McCra\\' is producing. Ji1111ny pull~ 
a dress and wig from his disguis<' trnnk . 
(cleverly labeled "disguise trunk" to d is­
tinguish it from his other tr11nks) and 
heads for the audition. His ability to 
catch a thrown baseball lands him a job 
in the chorus. £fr introduces himsplf as 
Juli<· Ogdrn and is offerPd a plaC'e to 

Ohl :l:'~:--:-"': 
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li\'c at the apaiiment of 13ig ~lont<''s 
girlfriend ~laisic. ~laisie is not thrilled 
with sharing her plac1· with this pretty 
newcomer. and b<'sidC's. she alrraclv l1as 
a chin,panzcr for a roommate. • 

"Julir " o,·erl,ears ~laisie tC' II Big 
~lonte not to worry about th<' ruhi t'S: 
she, hid th<·m in h<' r apartment wl 1C'r<' 
nobocl~· will ('\'Cr nnd tl,em. Alh·r elop­
ing Maisie with sleeping powclC' r cl1·,·­
c rlv concealed somewhere on his femi­
ni; ecl sdf, he scarcllC's her apart111rnt to 
no ,wai l. Did I mention that ~lnisie has 
a pct chimpanzee'? Or a s111all <'l<'ctrie 
fan that app<'ars in e,·el')' shot inside tlw 
apaitn1ent that is never tmned off? Or 
that Jimmy's girlfriend 1.uc:y I.an<' 
(Lois' siste r) li\'!'S in tllC' apartment 
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dn\\'11Sl:1ir~? Or !Ital Ji1nmv is s11pposC'd 
lo h<• watehi11g I .11c.:y's pet C rt'at Da111· 
whil1· site• is awav? A11d tl1at the ha111-
lnirgPr Ji111rn~· pr;•pan•d l'or MaisiC' with 
I h<' slPC'ping pn\\'clC'I' in it was ac:tnally 
dog food h<' s11itd1t'cl from I ,uey·s iec­
liox? All of tlu•S<' plot e lements in just 
lh·<' pagc•s! 

TII<' nc·xt da)'. J 11lic• wake.s np and af­
t<' r donning tl1e same dress as tit<' clay 
li1•fore ll<'ads off to practi <:<' wliNc' Big 
~lontl' takc•s a shine' to hr r. 11<' tells her 
to borrow an ev<•11i11ggown from Maisie 
bC'cause they'rr doing the town that 
night. \lcCrn"· arrivrs and makes J ulic 
rt·1nov<' hl' r cru mmy old man's watcli. 
r<'pbc:ing it with a dia1no11d watch and n 
new mink coat. J ulic likrs the watch so 
m11eh. sllC' co,·crs it up with Plbow 
IPnirth e,·ening glow s and they head 
out to dinner. The c·vcning C'ncls in a 
kiss and tl1c m·xt day. 13ig \lontc is so 
SIJ)ittC'n by J11l i<' that lie• proclai ms hC' r 
th(' f11t11re ~!rs. \lt'Cra\\'. Until lie sC'eS 
that Adams :1pplr ... 

:\s if this story \\'asn·t priceless 
eno11gli , thcrC'·s a wonderful shot of Su­
pc-nnan unplugging tl1at prsh el!"ctri c: 
fan with his super-brrnth! 

This \\':ts not Olsen's first foray into 
frma le impersonalion. ho\\·c, ·c•r. Ji1111ny 
OlsC'n donnC'd drag in th<' ~larch. 1963 
issue· (U67) in a story titlt•cl /,<>s/ie /.,otn'. 
Girl Reµortrr. Ji111111y is upset that h is 
girl frit'ncl Lucy makes twice as nn,c:h as 
he do<'s (sllC' makes "se,·cral hundred 
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Co1nics 
dollars a month") lw quits his job at the 
Daily Pla11ct. bC'lieving he' ll land a bet­
tc• r job at tllC' Clolw . The Globe just 
lti rrd a llf'\\' girl reporter and doesn't 
rH' N I anybody else', so Jimmy clC'cicles 
since' C',·erybody scC'rns to be hiring 
gi rls. hC''II apply for his old P/(111el re­
porter job as a girl. Into the trunk (Dis­
guises, Property of J. Olsen) he goes 
and soon. in tight blouse, flari ng skirt. 
"desire me·· lipstick. and straight stock­
ing seams. Olsen is on the streets. fend­
ing off advances from leering men. 

Peny White hires her on the spot 
and despite Jimmy's best efforts to look 
like a dumb dame (which would make 
Perry want to hire Jimmy back as soon 
,\S possible) he becomes a prize em­
ployee. He is treated to lunch witl1 Lois 
Lane, is attackc-d with a salad bowl by a 
jealous wife, takes a bath in the bathtub 
of a model home in an exhibit (the 
home is for sale for S:25,000), and re­
cf'ives candy and flowers from his boss. 

Afre r being offe red a five year con­
tract, Jimmy has had enough and ex­
poses himself, slamming his wig onto 

Dear Angela, 

Letters 
to the 
Editor 

In the December 1994 issue the 
lead story. "Community Alliance 
Forms," reported the cooperative 
outreach effort undertaken at the 
NASW convention by AEGIS, IFGE, 
Outreach Institute, Renaissance and 
Tri-Ess. As a social work professor, 
and advocate for transgendered 
iseuee/community, I can not stress 
strongly enough the importance of 
this alliance; and the subsequent and 
long overdue education of social work 
professionals regarding these 
community iseuee. Social work is a 
profession comprised of four basic 

Hl'llaissa111·c· J\'frcs & \'iC' rcs, \lo/. g_ a . . / 

Pc•rry's dc•sk. I ,ois and Clark Kc·nt <' ntC' r 
tlw oflkc- and th<'y all l1a,·e a good 
laugh. They knew it was lrim the• whok 
time! I le had fo rgottrn to r<'lllOl'C' his 
Supt'nnan Signal-1\'atch! You'd tl1i11k 
that al'tC' r that c-pisodr hr wo11lcl rr­
member to take' it off whr n he brcanw 
Julie Ogden some three yrars latr r. 

The' final t'pisodf' of Jimmy OlsPn in 
femi nine r.nery was in the August, 1973 
issue (# 159). Jimmy was in his mod p<'­
riod. with long hair, bell bottoms and 
white boots. In The Day They Un­
masked Mr. Actio11 , Jimmy is forced to 
hide from the masquerade squad he 
had helped establish for the police de­
partment because someone tipped off 
the police commissioner that Olsen has 
been sell ing their anti-crime plans to 
the underworld. An apparently guilty 
Olsen divt's 011t of a second floor win­
dow, does a cartwheel in mid-air and 
escapes from police headquarters. 

On the lam. Jimmy decides there is 
no way to escape the masquerade 
squad, because anybody he meets 
could be one of the cops in disguise. He 
tries to hick out in an abandoned build­
ing but there arc "three crooked profes­
sional gamblers" in there shooting dice. 
Since Olsen once helped get them all 

arenas of practice: enabling (counsel­
ing), brokering (directing one to 
appropriate resources). advocacy, and 
activism (bringing about change 
through advocacy). 

Although through the four realms 
of the profession one may come by 
the impre55ion that social workers 
are open minded, accepting-change 
agents who are 5agacious, knowledge­
able, and empathetic of all d iversity; 
which much to my chagrin is not true. 
Social workers are human beings who 
maintain their own opinions, ideals, 
ideology. and beliefs- often unwar­
ranted and exacerbated by their own 
religiosity, close mindedness, or 
blatant ignorance, resulting from a 
lack of knowledge regarding a particu­
lar subj ect matter. As with any human 
faction this is certainly not the rule or 
the norm, and there are many social 
worker5 who have attempted to 
augment change from within t he micro 
t o macro levels of the profession. 
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toss1·cl i11 t l11• clink. thc>v tl1 row hirn 0111 
011 his Par. 

DC'spNatf'. OlsC'll buys some sc-e-
011rl-ha11d I hrPacls from "Sam ·s Usf'd 
Clothing" slorr and dresses in an allry 
in a striprd swC'atN. pink mini-skirt. 
stockings and pink pumps. \\'ith a littl r 
rnakr-up and a wig, h,:, looks "like a slick 
r·hick." Ill' df'c ides to seC' if Iris get-up 
will ratr a wolf whistle from three guys 
on a corn<' r and he sashays past.. . and 
wait. it's the same three guys who 
hooted him out or the ahandoned 
building! Jimmy answers their lewd and 
lascivious rr marks with a "How DA RE 
you?!" and smashes them in thr kisser 
with his second-hand purse. 

Continuing on, Jimmy spots a mem­
ber of the masquerade squad masquer­
ading as a hot dog vendor. Putting ev­
e1ything on the line, he makes the 
ultimate' test of his disguise and orders 
a weenie. with mustard and relish. 
\\'hat he gets is gun in his face and his 
wig yanked om It seems Jimmy Olsen. 
Mr. Action. the man of many disguises. 
FORCOT'TO RE MOVE ms DAMN 
MAN'S \\ Hf ST \\'ATCH ! Thus cn<lcth 
the career of Jimmy Olsen. female im­
personator. 

A5 an example, 5ocial work profes-
50r5 at St. Cloud University in St. 
Cloud, Minnesota have attempted to 
be the gatekeeper5 of the profession 
by barring entrance into the social 
work program of anyone who has anti 
or negative feelings toward the 
transgendered community. Albeit t hie 
my be laudable and relative to the 
cause, not to mention applauded by 
the Gay Aeeociation of Social Workers 
(GASW), it certainly is not the 
answer. While this faction of profes· 
sionale have utilized their professional 
abilities to advocate and initiate 
change. they may very well have 
violated their professional ethics 
through their own cioee mindednees 
regarding the diversity of other's 
beliefs; but I do believe that you have 
to start somewhere. Unfortunately by 
gate keeping only social work etu­
dente there are still many other social 
(behavioral) science profeselonals who 

continued 0 11 next page 



Dear Doc-tor 
D,~ William R. Stayton a11swe1:<; your q11estio11s in a 11w11thly colunm . 

Send questions to PO Box 530, Bensalem. Pa. 19020 

Dear Dr. Bill: 
I have a delicate medical problem 

thcAt is hard to !Iring up with my regular 
M.D. because of my crossdressing. I 
hope that you can give me some infor­
mation. I have been crossdressing for a 
number of years and most of the time 
that I'm dressed I "tuck" my genitals. 
Lately, I have been having a slight, ach· 
ing kind of pain above my right testicle. 
I have mentioned it to friends who say 
it sounds like a hernia developing. My 
father has had a hernia and needed 
surgery to correct it. ihe operation 
doesn't worry me, what has me worried 
is, how will a hernia (that's what it is) 
affect my ability to tuck. Will I be 
doomed to wearing big, loose skirts 
from now on? 

Worried. 

D ear \\'orrie<l: 
First of all, it is very important that 

you ha,·e a checkup immediately by 
your physician to rind out the c:ausr of 
th<' ache in your testicle. It 111ay or rnay 
not he related to a developing hernia. I r 
i t is a hernia and you do nrcd surgery to 
repair the hernia, it is likrly that \'Oil 

will he able l o c:ontinu<' your "tuc:kint( 
proc<-'ss. llnlrss tlwr<' is scar tissn<'. You 
will nc-ed to start tl1e tuc-king process 
c:arrfully, starting with maybr l O min­
nl<'s Mound the- hous<'. tlH'll graduallv 
building np the tim<' until )'Oil c:an tuck 
as long as yon do now. 

Dear Dr . Bill: 
I am a crossdresser. I have been out 

of the closet for a couple of years and 
have had a lot of fun. My problem is 
that lately I have trouble getting moti· 
vated to dress and go out. I don't feel 
like going through all the trouule just 
to have dinner or hang out in a liar. ihe 
urge just isn't as strong as it once 
was. Will I feel like it again or have I 
used up all my crossdressing desire? 

Cindy 

Dear C indy: 
You h,we asked a ve1y· important 

question. I t is likely that you w ill feel 
the desire again sometime in the f u­
ture. obody knows why tlw urge to 
crossdrcss may come and go through­
out li ff'. For some crossdressrrs the de­
si re- is strongest wltr n th<' person is 
tense or undrr pressurP. Crossdressing 
c:a11 be a way of reducing tlie tension 
and creating a real sense of relaxation. 
O thers crossdrc·ss for <'rotic purposrs 
and may 11 0 longc•r ll<'C'cl to get an eroti c: 
charg<' and thus los<' thri r rc•ason for 
c:rossdr<'ssin(!. I ha,·e had c:li<'nts \\'ho 
li.l\'l' (!Oi l(' years l>C'hH'<'ll timc>s whrn 
th<'" desire to crossdrC'ss I am s,m· that 
tlwrc arc otlwr reasons \\'hy pNsons 
mav losr their i ntNest in crossdrC'ssing. 
If you are cor1t·1·rncd. it 111;1~· lw hdpfnl 
to talk with a ~end<'r therapist to get in­
sight into why ~·ou hm·(• lost your cross­
d ressing dc>sir<'. 

U nemployed? Unde re mployed? 
Ben Franklin said, 'The Lord helps those that help themselves.· Renaissance is 

going to try and help the transgendered who are unemployed or under-employed. 
Announcing: Renaissance Job Match, a national employment resource cen• 
ter. If you are looking for work send a resume or brief description of what type of em­
ployment you want. Make sure you include a way for us to contact you. If you are in a 
position to offer employment or lei someone know of a job opening send a description 
of the position. Maybe we can make a match. To be included in the Job Match files 
send your information to: Renaissance Job Match, d o Renaissance, 987 Old Eagle 
School Rd, Su ite 719, Wayne, PA 19087 
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Letters 

also come into contact with the 
transgendered on a day-to-day basis. 
ihis then pose the question- can we 
or should we gate keep the profes­
s ions of psychology, psychiatry, the 
clergy, or anyone else who does 

professional counseling?ihis would be 
impossible. It's also noteworthy that 
the NASW has not condoned nor 
condemned the actions of the social 
work faculty at St. Cloud University 
but should be applauded for coming 
to the realization that these issues 
should be addressed at the future 
NASW convention in Philadelphia. 

ihe question then becomes what 
does this all mean for us in the 
transgendered community? Consider 
that 60'7. of all therapeutic counseling 
done in the U.S. is done by social 
workers, 20'7. being done by psycholo­
gists, 10'7. by psychiatrists, and the 
remaining 10'7. being done by the clergy 
and various other groups of social 
scientists, and/or others. Presently 
where do they base their information 
when dealing with a transgendered 
individual- the DSM IV. Although 
many of your readers may lie unaware 
of the exact nomenclature of the DSM 
IV, it offers a nosology for diagnosing 
and treating diseases, and then 
allows the treating individual to place 
a lauel or stereotype on upon anyone 
who deviates from the norm­
whatever that is, and falls into the 
subsequent category. Are we diseased 
or are we being ourselves? I would 
rather believe that we are being 
ourselves i.e .. who we are; but these 
myths, labels, and stereotypes must 
ue 1,roken and dispelled. A good 
example of this comes from the 
February 1995 issue in "News Beat"­
Perversion Is As Perversion Does, 
when Suzanne asked, " ... if t hat means 
that the t ransgendered are now 
acceptable company ... reading a lot of 
liehavioral science crap in the sixties 
and seventies that we were, 'a rank 
uelow child molesters."' 

One may now question who reads 
t his behavioral science crap? The 
answer is social workers, psycholo-



gists , et c.- t hose in the t reating 
profession who can uring about 
change and init iate acceptance for 
t he transgendered community­
meaning each and every one of us. 
What can we do? Continue to unite, 
educate, support our cause and be 
proud of who we are and what we are 
vecause this IS who we are. I person­
ally ask all sisters of Renaissance to 
support the tg community in conjunc­
tion with the NASW's up coming 
conference in Philadelphia so that we 
can become the first class citizens 
that we are- not some anomaly of 
nature. we·re not going to change, but 
we can make a change. I'll be there 
dressed as Sharon, and if I'm recog­
nized- so Pe it. It's worth the chance 
that I'm forced to take as an advo­
cate, an activist, and a social worker­
- for all of us. 

In conclusion I offer a quote from 
Abraham Maslow {1968) who was the 
father of the "Humanistic Approach" in 
psychology- a theory utilized by social 
workers of the time (as well as today): 
"Self-actualized people have a lack of 
fear of their own insides, of their own 
impulses, emotions, thoughts. Thi5 lack 
of fear enavles them to live joyfully and 
comfortably. Through integrat ing our 
gender identity into our whole person, 
we can come to be comfortal:ite In our 
own 5kln." 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months. 

Private, professional counseling lor drug, alcohol, 
gambling, sex & food addic!ions. insurance accepted. 
Marv Reynolds DOV, CAC 215-744-4m. 
Furniture, Apµiances, Household goods, Records, 
Antiques, Toy !rains and o!her goodies • Bought and 
Sdd • Beth Marshal: 610-259-4945 • Leave a messa!'.;e 
Crossdressing blues band forrting in the Philadelplla 
area. Need drummer v~th a nice frock. For information 
call Terri at 215-232-7551. 
Ladies garments and ungerielor sale. Reasonable prices. 
Call Terri for details. 215-232-7551. 
Need a place to dress or store clothing? Call Marilyn, 
61D-446-0799. 

Your classified ad could be here. 
Just $3 for 3 lines for 3 months. 
Contact the editor. 

Sincerely, 
Sharon Lynne Strayline, LMSW 
Dear Editors, 
I am a supportive wife of a cross­

dresser and I spend numerous hours 
volunteering (in t he tg community). 

Several month5 ago a crossdress­

ing friend of mine who knows I am very 
active with various animal groups sent 
me a copy of the article on Premarin 
that was published in the October, 
1994 issue of Renaissance News & 

Views. I wa5 upset to read in the 
January is5ue that the article on the 
"Suffering Behind Premarin" was not 
taken seriously. 

A~er reading that article, I 
immediately went out and made 
dozens of copies of "The Suffering 
Behind Premarin" and mailed them to 
various animal groups I am involved 
with to make sure they are aware of 
this cruelty to animals. I even sent a 
copy to the Humane Society of the 
United States which is a national 
organization which tries to oversee 
the humane treatment of all animals. 
Several local animal organizations in 
the San Antonio area have since 
publi5hed 5lmilar articles and hope­
fully a le'tter campaign ha5 resulted. I 
have also sen't the article to the 
national Appalooea Horse Clul7 in 
Moscow, Idaho which puulishes a 
monthly journal to over a thou5and 

Sandi's 
Hair, 
Nail & 
Body 
Salon 

8006 Veree Rd. 
Philadelphia, PA 19111 

215-722-0282 
Beeper 618-4918 

Private Appointments Available 
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members. I am waiting t o see if they 
will pul7Iish something in regards to 
this cruelty to horees. 

I have not quite reached that point 
in life where I may need to take 
estrogen supplements uut when that 
t ime comes I will ask my doctor for an 
al'ternative. I do know that there is a 
homeopathic estrogen that comes 
from a wild yam and believe the name 
of the product is Progest. 

Every day there seem to be more 
and more members of the community 
who think they are transsexuals or 
that hormone treatment will change 
their life. What little I have been 
involved in these situations has made 
me realize that these people are not 
willing to listen to reason. They are 
Pound and determined to take 
whatever is necessary to make them 
look like a woman and t he suffering 
that may result from this is just too 
17ad. All they seem to care about is 
how large 'their bosom will grow, as if 
Preasts makes one a woman. 

I just recently had the experience to 
speak with a cro5sdre5ser who is 
going to start taking hormone5 and I 
asked her to please read this article 
that was in RN&Y about the suffering 
of mares and their foals in order to 

produce Premarin. I was told that she 
would read the article Put it would not 

co 11t i1111cd 0 11 back ,,age 

PERMANENT 
PROFESSIONAL 
HAIR 
REMOVAL 

... because this 
unwanted problem 
could unnecessarily 
last forever 

JOAN BENCAN 
ELECTROLYSIS 

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield 

609-645-8618 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 



T-Speak Renaissance Gets Wired 
.\',·,n l· \ 'i1•1n Editor~ 011 tl,1· I nt!'l'-

11ct: KC'<·ping pa<·(• wi th 1nodn 11 t<·d1-
11ology. HC'naissanc·e is liapp~ tu a11-
11ou11ct· \ 'O il (':\ 11 110\\' S(' llC I \ '0111' 

I .etters--to-tlH' Editor and ~thcr sub­
missions via e111ail. Om Editors invite' 
those witl, an urge to <.'0111m 1111icate to 
address their electronic· missive~ to: 
bensalcm@cpcn.com. Since C'lcctronic 
mail is so rnnch casic-r than writing a 

ll'tt<·r. ~oi11g to 111 <· post olfa:<·. standing 
i1 1 lint·. payi11g for tll<' ~tamps. ctc"<'l<'ra. 
Ms. ( :arcl11er 111ay no t only run yom 
ch·tt ro11ic lc•tt t·r in Nc,cs & Vieu:.t, h11t 
dash off a quit·k reply via the Internet. 

JoAnn l\olwrts ,11111ounc.:ed she is 
op<'ning a \\'o riel \ \ 'icle \\'eb site for 
ltc-r businrss "'lti c:h will include' much 
information about l\cnaissanc.:e and 
the abili ty to send email to the group. 

sc-ribc· the same tlting but thl' l'Onnota­
tio11 of "shc•-rnalc·" p11b tl,al indi\'idual 
i11 a diff<'rC'nt dass. Connotations can 
get you in trouble' in all areas of the 
tra11sgencler community. As stntcd bC'­
forc. some crossdrc-ss~rs clo1a't like the 
connotation o f tllC' word ··t ransvC'stitC' ... 
Drng queens don' t want to be c.:allc·<l 
crossdresscrs, since they don 't SC<' the 
connection between their glamour and 
the CD's desire to pass. ( Ilav<' people 
think yo11 are a genetic fcninlc.) Of 
course, only the most blatnnt bahC's 
among us revel in being called chicks 
with dicks. (That one·s mrnnt to br 
derogatory b11t l kind of lik<> it.) Just 
remember. like thC' Bc-e CePs once 
sang ''it's only words". J f someone uses 
one o f these words to describe ,·011 . 
and you don' t like it, politely c~rr<'ct 
tl1em and go on about your businC'ss. 
You will have th<' sat isfaction o f know­
ing what label you prefer. 

Human Dimensions 

Debra's Closet 
Fashionable Consignments 

• Also • 
New Designer Fashions 

Layaways 
VISA • MasterCard• Discover Card 

& AMEX Accepted 

609 

486-9636 

Hargrove Plaza 
2.673 Haddonfield Road 
Pennsuaken, J 08110 

Gender Education 

Need help answering your tough 
gender questions? Individual & group 

sessions with Dr. Lee Etscovitz. 

PO Box 471 • Willow Grove• PA 19090 
215-657 -1560 
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• Exotic lingerie & lws iery, 
tlarougla 4X and TalL 

• Corsets & Fomadati011S. 
• Cosmetics - Beard Cover 
• Wigs & Breast Fonns 
• Maicl Unifonns 
• Bo,ul.age Gear 
• Latex - Fetisl, Items 
• Videos, s torybooks, 

a ,ul mc,gaz irie s 

• All novelty products, 
and mucl, 1nore! 



Wandering The Web 
wire-cl. Thc-rC' is a similar volume for 
PC~. The most i111portant piece• of soft­
ware you need is a syste1n extension 
called TCP/IP which stands for Tele­
communications Control P rotocol/In­
te rnet P rotocol. Remember, I said the 
Inte rne t is like a phone system? In the 
case where you use the She ll account, 
you' re IP address (phone number) is 
actually the 1-losfs address and the 
Host knows who you are. But with a 
SLIP/PPP account, you need your own 
IP address. The TCP/ IP system exten­
sion is \\'here you will store this infor­
mation. On Macs, the latest System 7 .. 5 
software inclu<les this extension as 
MacTC P. If your Mac runs an earlie r 
system, get the book because it in­
cludes MacTC P. f or PCs, I presume 
the PC edition of the book contains a 
similar extension. IBM "s OS/2 \\'arp 
apparently has T C P/IP built in and tlw 
much touted Windows95 will also have 
TCP/ IP built into it. So, once this ex­
tt'nsion is installed in your compntC'r, 
your service provider will give' yo11 a 
serie~ of IP addresses. These look 
something like this '" 192.222.15.00'". 
One address will be for your machine, 
one will be for the ir mail sen1er, one 
for their news se1ver and maybe a few 
C'xtras. Follow the directions in thC' 
hook and you won "t go wrong. In addi­
tion to all these numbers, you will get 
an email address that looks like: 
name@providc r.com. Mine is: 
cclsp11b@ornni.voicenct.com. This ad­
dress is very important since you will 
use it to log in to other ~ystcms and 
othe r people will use it to contact you. 

Okay, next step is to access your 
SUP account, but you won't do this 
via the tclecomm program ns before. 
At least for the Mac, the re is a little 
program called I nte rSLl P that does 
the call and log-in automatically. The 
program nms a script (an ASCJI text 
I.It') that will be provided to you by 
~-our sc-1Yice provider. If you have to 
typP th<' script manually, be very care­
ful to type pvci:thing exactl.y as it is 
given to you. I nte rS LIP gives you 
minimal feedback but it does let you 
know that you are logging in and that 

H<'1wissm1ce News & Views. Vol. 9, No. 4 

you arc connected. Once' you see th<' 
word ··connectC'd '" you're on thC' ne t 

The Interne t books described pro­
vide you with shareware programs that 
let you SC'nd and recPive email 
(Eu<lora) and read newsgroups (like 
soc.support.transgendcred), and down­
load software from other Hosts (via 
FTP or File T ransfe r P rotocol). This 
last part is important because you will 
use it to find and download othe r soft­
ware products like Mosaic and Net­
scape Web browsers which is why we 
went to all this trouble in the first 
place. With SLIP/PPP you can read 
newsgroups, send emnil and browse 
the Web simultaneously. 

I recommend getting Netscape. 
The address for the ftp site is 
mcom.com and the directory you want 
is / netscape/. etscape is fai rly large 
so it may take a while to download, bnt 
it is worth the wait. There arc othe r 
browsers, Mosaic be ing the most com­
mon and the most recognizable. There 
are shareware Mosaic versions for 
Mac, PC and Unix machines, but all 
are buggy. Mosaic is available as share­
ware on C lS and AOL. Mosaic is also 
a, ·ailable as a non-buggy commercial 
product. Prodigy has ifs own Web 
browser which is a version of \Vin Web 
and only for PCs. The Mac versiou of 
\Vin\\'eb is MacWeb. (Catchy names, 
huh?) But, everyone seems to agree 
that Netscape is the best so far. 

Web browsers use an address called 
a URL or Uniform Resource Locator 
and they look like this - http://home. 
mcom.com/welcome .html - (this is 
not a legitimate URL by the way). 

Crank up Netscape and you will see 
a special '"Welcome" button at the top 
of the window that will take you right 
to Netscape's Home Page. 

The first thing you will notice about 
a \Veb page are words that are under­
lined and in blue. These are links to 
other sites. Embedded invisibly within 
the text are UR Ls for other locations. 
Click on one of the links and you will 
be connected to that site. More magic. 

The other thing about Web pages 
that make them so 11eat are the graph­
ics. \\'eb pages can also have' sound 
and movies embedded. Most browsers 
require "'helper·· applications to hear 
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sounds and play movies. The ·"R<'acl 
me'" fil<'s that come with the Browsers 
and the Netscape I-tome Page will g ive 
you more information on these he lpers 
and le t you download them direc tly 
from the Inte rnet. 

Okay, so let's drop back a step. I 
said you could get to the Web without 
graphics through Lynx. There are 
other ways to get to the Web with the 
graphics through n Shell account, but 
your service provider has to play along. 

For both Mac and PC, the re is TIA, 
T he Inte rne t Adapter. T hink of this 
program as a three prong plug to two 
prong plug adapte r. Place the TIA files 
in your She ll account directory and run 
TIA from inside the Shell. You can 
now crank 11p ctscapc or Mosaic and 
surf the \Vcb. There a re two caveats 
with TIA. First, your se rvice provider 
must have T IA running on their system 
(DSC does not run TIA), and second. 
TIA does not allow multiple simulta­
neous connections, although this is 
probably not a big deal. T IA is share­
ware ,rnd will cost you $25. FTP it 
from marke tplace.com, and the direc­
tory is /tin/docs. 

For \\'indows-only users, the re is 
Slip Knot which will work from a Shell 
account as long as your provider has 
Lynx too. SlipKnot, from MacroMind 
will let you browse the \\"eb but does 
not support forms or email. It will lC't 
you FTP files, though. SlipKnot is $29 
for non-commercial users. FTP the 
files from ne tcom.com in directory 
/pubpbrooks/slipknot . 

Once you get on the Net, this will 
all become second nature. You'll be 
cruising the Libnuy of Congress and 
surfing the waves of data in New 
Zealand in no time. 

The tg community is on the Web 
too. A really neat place of inte rest to 
the tg community is the Above & Be­
yond Mall at http:/1199.170.0 .46/. 
Chris Wells has done a fine job of cre­
ating a marke tplace to serve some of 
our needs. Both ETVC and the Oiablo 
Valley Girls have really nice Web sites 
and I be lieve they are the first tg orga­
nizations on the Web. So, go get wired 
and explore. I leave it to you to find 
the many other tg Web sites. A 
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Shopping With Jackie 
h y j twkic -
Put 011 yo11r 1•:asl<' r Bo 111H't , w it l1 al l 

t lu• fr ill~ upo n it. n11d h1· tit<• grand1·st 

lndv in tl11• E:1s lc•1· Par:icl1·. CrC'al 

words. :111d it sc•C' 11 1s tha t ho 1Hl<'ts o r 

ha ts ar<· l ,,1ck. Look a ro1111d tlu• f;1s l1-

ion ston•s a11cl ~Oi l wi ll s<•<' mor<' 111i lli -

1wrv th:111 lias bc•c•11 arou ud for lllllll\' a 

yc•:u·. l f~o11 an• a catalogsh opp1·r. 

Paula Yo ung , tlu• wit! pla<.·1·. l1as a 111·,, 

h at shop cullc,cJ ··P,u t1 a ·s I lat Bo-. -- nnd 

of course· ~'O H cnn gC' t a fn·c' cat,110,~ !,~­

wri t ing to P,111la You ng. PO 130)( -t<r3. 

l3ro<.·k ton . ~ IA 0~403-0967 or 0111 1-

800-343-969.5. 
Th<• rc was n o 1nail tl1is m o n th lo an ­

swc•r. It mak<'s 111e f<'d l ike- 1"111 not 

wa11 tc:-d (gri n). Co11 w 0 11 gab. d rop .1 

11 0 11· a 11d shan· you r so11r<.·<·s. lk11w111-

IH' r. tl 1is is :I 11a lio 11a l coli 111111. If \ 'O I i 

k11nw a g rl'al place- tn fin d lmq.~ai11s in 

I .ou isi,uia. Californ ia or ,\tlan ta. i<'l nH· 

knm, and I' ll p.,ss t lw info on to Ill) 

n·:u l<'rs. 

Last 111011tl1 I told ~-on ahout Sup­
port Plus. Sin<.·P th1·11 I l1a,·c· goll<·II 

tllC'i1· <:atalog and l'!n i1npn·s~c·d wit Ii 
liw sc- lc·dio11 and pr ic·c-s . T IH·~· ha,·c• 

nit·<· priers on su pport hos<·, girdl<'s. 

hnis. gnrlN UC'lts, sho('S ( to 12). and 

otl ll' r 111 isc:<-ilnnco11s it<'ll15. If \'OU 

1w<'d tlH'sP things. call f'o1· ,1 c::1talog at 

1-800 -229-29 10. 

Clmdwicks of Bosto n, on <' of 111~· 

l:worit c· t·ata log l1ousC's has :1ddcd a11 

8 00 111 111 ilwr ( l -800-52.5-<-iG50) \\'li ic:1 1 

s:wc·s e .xp<'nsi"<' to ll calls. (\ \ 'c- are b a r­

gain shopp,·rs. ri~l1t?) C linchvic:ks·~ is 

gr!'at t'or 011l<·rwc·ar wi th d r<'ssc-s l'rom 

$ l~l.00 .incl most ite111s in t l1 l· $20.00 

or k ss t',1tc•go1:·- T hcir cloth ing is nice 

and tlwY olf<·r izrc-at sc·n·icc-. S izes ol'­

t'<·rnl an· l'm111 small lo X I, (20). 

Kc-c-p ~-our 1·_n·s 01wn for bargains 

ancl lC'I 111C· know ahont tl1<'111. Drop 
1ll<' n note· in <.·arc- of Shopping al: lk­

nais~an <·<·. PO Box .5:30. Bc-n~alc-111. PA 
lfX)20. I' ll pass t hC'lll on to the• rest or 
our rc-aders a11d we'll all sav<' moncv 

nnd look fol11do11s. So, unt il nC'xt ·A._ 
ti11w ... ll app~' S hopping. ~ 

Coming Events Calendar 
April 
20.2.1 3rd Annual ~lcxmli)!h l In ~lanhallan . in 

1'c·w York City. Call : 212-ifi5.:3.5fil. 

20-2.1 Califor111,1 Dr,•rnnin' \).';, in Burhrnk. Ca 

Iii'. Call· 71.J-77!)-901 :, 

21-22 l' irst ,\ nnual T ranS)lt'ndt'r & T ramst'>t1al 
I l l•nh h (.;nnfo rc u<.:c, in \•"' York City 

Call· 212-620-7310. 

May 
17-21 C DS Paradi,t• In The Po,.10nm. l01lt A11-

11iversa1;•. C:ill 610-64(}.1)4~1). 

I 7-21 l~,prit in Port Angell·,. \\';1,h. \\"rite: l::s­
prit, PO Box 873, Kirkland. \\'A \Jfl083 

June 
7-11 ·n w 13th annual Be All 1005 in Cin<:111-

nati. Ohio. Contact Cros,pu1. PO Bo, 
546.57. Cindnnali, Oil 4515·1. 

June 
l.J -1,'l -Ith Annual Tr:111s:,:,•1ul,•r L ,w & Poliey 

Conf,·rc•IH'f.' 111 I lomton. Tc•\ ,1'. ('.ontad· 
Pln·llb. Randolph Frw 5707 Fir .. 111.1 S1 . 
110,111011. TX Tim5. 

July 
26-:10 Thl' '11nrd Annual SPICE 111 ~ll-111phi,. 

T('nn. \\'ril<'. PO Bo, 2-1031. Lill i,· 
Ho<'k. AH 7222 1 

Septe mbe r 
1-t -17 C DS Paradise In Tl it• Puc·uno,. CDS 

Pmadi,1• In 111t· Ptx~1110,. C.1II filO-(Wl­
!J.14!) 

27-30 Southem Comfort Confr·ren<'t.' in At­
lanta. Ceorv;i:1. \\'rit,·. PO Box 775!)1. 
Al~111 t.1, CA 303.57. 

Octobca· 
;,.!) Ttlhny Cluh Fall r-liil!! otl C:apt• C:otl. 

\\'rill-: TCNE. PO Box 2.2S.3. \l'ohurn. 
~I A 01 %Ii. or <·:ill ((ll 7)..'!!JJ-U,'32.5. 

1.5-:12 21 , t Annual Fantasia F,tir lwltl 111 Prm­
int·down. ~las,. \ \ 'rile: FanFair Hev;i,­
trar. PO Bm.941 . SE PA l!J087. 

2.'l-2!J Fall I lan·,•st ,prntsorc·d hy ~IACCI E. 
Mid -:\ nwrica c~nu,•r Croup Informa­
tion Ewh:111)(<: . \\'rilt·: PO Box !)433. St. 
Louis. r~1 11 i . 

3 1 I lcnri D,tvid', I lallowc·e11 Ball in Phila-
1lt·lphia. 'n1c la rgt·st I l.tllm1c·,,11 p:irt~· m1 
the Ea,t Co.L,t, Call: 215-732-771 I 

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 • Tue. - Wed. • Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30 

215-788-2857 
·' ... Eleclrolysis. I've been thro11gh it. 

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths 
and Hard to Fit Sizes 

P rivate Fitting If Desired 

Morty & Marlene S ilverstein 
Neil & Cheryl Gervon 

308 Mill Street 
Bristol, PA 19007 

22 

I ca11 help you through it. " 

Jenell A. Ashlie 
Professional Electrolysis 

Chester, Pa. 19013 6 !0•872•209 1 
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Barbara A. Susinno R.N. CPE. 
Jessica Lynn Porter CPE. 

Main Street Electrology 
Members and Supporters of Renaissance 

Gold DisposaLle Probes 
Open Tues thrn Sunday (908)341-7524 
Day & Eves appointments 
Multi-Pin Galvanic and the Blend 

I.--~ 

802 Main St# 4/A Toms River, N.J. 

UIJ I 
ur.YttJ/(y 

Hair Styling 
Perms • Coloring 

Relaxers • Wig Care 
Hair Extensions • WOxi'lg 

Beauty Consulting / Mate-Up 

(609) 783-1468 , 
li#UI/ &/Ju,,JJ ',, 

TELEPHONE (2 15) 547-9417 

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, PH.D. 
LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST 

BUCKS MEDICAL CENTER 
SUITE 12 

OFFICE HOURS 1723 WOODBOURNE ROAD 
BY A PPOINTMENT LEVITIOWN, PA 19057 
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Hidden f antasles 
Intimate Apparel 

Sizes Small to 4X 

Everything from the Romantic to the Erotic 

Silicone Breast Forms-$99.95 

Large Size Shoes Avallablcl 

1911 Main St. 
Northampton 

610-262-2814 
Hours- Mon&. Sat: 11 - 5: Tue - Fri : 11 - 8 

Large Selection 
Rene of Paris, H enry Margu.. Eva Gabor 

and more. 

Cal.l jor appointment 
(61 OJ 446-0799 



Letters 

make any difference to her because 
Prem,1rin was the only one that would 
do t he trick! All I can hope for now is 
maybe this crossdresser will help to 
clean off the table the next t ime she 
comes over for dinner. 

Being a woman comes from the 
inside, it is part of our soul and no 
amount of chemicals can change that. 
So listening to a crossdresser tell me 
about his feminin ity and womanhood 
makes me want to vomit when he can 
condone this type of suffering. I am 
sorry you wasted editorial space in 
your newsletter t hinking that trans· 
gendered people would take heed. I 
have decided to spend my time t a lking 
to my genetic female friends about 
this situation. Thank goodness the 
November issue of Vogue magazine 
carried an article about Premarin. At 
least real women will listen to reason 
and open their hearts to this suffer· 
ing. You should be commended for 

1,eing the first to publish this article 
about Premarin but unfortunately it 
fell on deaf ear6. 

I plan to take copiee of your article 
to the Texas 'T party for distribution 
and hope you will do the eame when 
you attend the International Congre6s 
on Gender, Crosedreseers, and Sex 
Issues. Hopefully, some members of 
the medical society will read the 
article and prescribe something 
besides Premarin for theee men who 
think they are real women. Unfortu· 
nately even the medical society is 
hard to convince since they are only 
looking for a way to make an ea5y buck 
to make the payment on their wife's 
Mercedes! 

Sincerely, 
Bonnie B .. -. Texas 

D ear Bonnie, 
Tl1e article you mention was ,,..-itt<'n 

by another Bonnie, Bonniclllllrnd 
\\'as published fi rst in the Rcd11; i11gs 
llorse Sa11ct 11nry S11 111111er Ne11:sleller . 
\Yr were the 11rst to bring it lo tlic 
all<>nl1011 of the TC community in th<' 
U.S. (T ransEsscx published it in the 
U. K .) I t was not a \\'astc of' editorial 

Hc111iissmu·1· .\'nn r!.: \'il'ln. \ 'of !J. ,\'o 

spac,· ~i11t·1· ~ m 1 look 1111 • m lfr ri1 •~ o l 
l lii'S<· poor a11i 111als to lw:irl :111d l1a,,· 
t:1kc11 il 11po11 ~011rst·II' lo 111:1k,· l iw 

1·ffor1s ~011 O(ltli 11ecl. 
U11 1'0rt1111:1tt'ly I liaw ni 11 acrms tlial 

s:11111· 111.111' pii.du·:u lnlu1·ss in s1>1 11t' of 
t li c- Hc11aissa11ce 111<·111lwrs I diS<·11ss1'd 
the art i<:l c- w ilh. Tlwy told Ill<' they 
\\'C'rc going lo take PrC'111ar i11 and let 
the horses be da1n11ed. T ha11k yo11 for 
poin ting Oll l how rnilc111in i11(' t lwir 
sdfisl 111ess is. \\'hat good is looking l ike 
a woman i f ~' C\ll have no srnsitivit)'? 
Keep up the j!oud \\'lll'k. 

Dear Ms. Gardner, 
I have just recently received a copy 

of the February, 1995 Renai55ance 
New5 & View5. Excellent publicat ion 
ladies. I think it's really neat! I enj oyed 
all of the articles especially the 
swimsuit page. I want to compliment 
all of the ladies appearing in the 
swimsuit section. Very awesome! You 
are all very eey;y. I'd like to extend a 
special compliment to Dina-;iou are 
tremendously sexy. 

Back t o reality. At present, due to 
the fact I'm incarcerated, I'm not able 
to subscribe at this time. I'm working 
on it and hope to be able to subecri!,e 
within a mont h or so. 

It's amazing. All my life I've felt 
that I was alone. I felt I was the only 
person on Earth who would sneak brief 
moments attired ae the girt I've 
always dreamed of being. 

I never had the courage to publicly 
display my true self . But I want to so 
badly! I have worked hard on removing 
myself from the idiotic male stigma 
which hae been relevant to us all 
throughout the formative yea re. 

It's well past time that the real me 
rises above society's demand of place 
and role, grab up my heels and purse 
and sashay forth into the existence I 
desperately desire! Which is my 
ultimate goal for my future. I 'm 
seriously committed t o being a 
woman and I hope t o become a 
member of your organization as soon 
as possible. Once again, thanks for 
your courage ladies! 

Oh, by t he way, awesome pose on 
the beach Angela! 

Yours in sisterhood, 
Corrine 

24 

Dear Angela. 
It is a pleasure for us to see t hat 

members of the ot her support groups 
with which we exchange newsletters 
are actually reading and using some 
of the information we print. We here in 
Nashville are justifiably proud of the 
long established performing tradition 
of our local gender community which 
has produced two Miss Gay USA's 
and one Miss Cont inental. 

While the old bare mentioned in our 
January newsletter are now closed. 
including The Other Side where I saw 
my first drag show in 1977, we have 
several that are second to none. The 
Connection, which opened in it5 new 
location in Novemuer, is supposed to 
17e the largest gay-owned nightclub in 
the entire country. It will host the 
National Ent ertainer of the Year 
Pageant t his August. Furthermore, a 
new club called Cowboys La Cage, 
which is scheduled for opening this 
June, has been getting a lot of media 
attention lately, including a 5tory on 
Entertainment Tonight featuring Reba 
McEntire with t he two Reba impereon· 
ators. The club will al5o feature a Cher, 
Liza Minelli, Barbara Streisand, and 
t hree Tina Turners (Ed.Note: Three 
Tinas, no waiting!) in addition to the 
expected lineup of country music 
stare. 

We hope that anyone who comes to 
Nashville for bueinees or pleasure, or 
is j u5t paeeing through the area for 
any reason (1996 Atlanta Olympics?) 
will take the time to vi5it us and see 
all t hat Tennessee's Capitol Cit y hae 
t o offer. We have a lot more here than 
just the Grand Ole Opry. 

Sincerely, 
Marisa Richmond 
Board Chair Tennessee Vale 
(and unofficial Chamber of 

Commerce Representative) A 
PIP,l\l' N otP: 
The umtenh of this nl'w-.ll'tt r r ,lrl' 

rnp)righted. If you w.1nt to reprint ,m 
,lrlille you Sl'l' hert•, ple.1"-' u mt,1tt 
thl' t·ditur fur pt'rmi-.,ion. Most likely, 
we'll say " Ve~" hut rou do h .wl• to ,1sk 
us fi rst. 




