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Just When You Thought It Was Safe To Be Stupid...

It's The 1995 MONASs!

That's right ladies (and gentlemen) it’s some-
thing we haven’t done for awhile but we said, “Hey,
let’s dust off those old MONA statuettes and give
out a few in the April issue.” MONAs aren't like the
Philadelphia Chapter’s Rennie Awards. Oh no,
those are given out to women that the chapter picks
The MONA is a Renaissance
National presentation and the name stands for:
Meaningless, Obscure, Nonsense Awards.
These prestigious awards are picked by the News
& Views editorial staff.

as good role models.

l)() we Ilil\'(' some ()I)S('l“’('
ritual or esoteric method by which we pick these
lucky winners? No. \WWhenever we feel like it, we sit
around, attired in elegant drag, sipping aperitifs,
noshing on dainty finger sandwiches and thinking
about every stupid thing that we've observed in the
community over the past year. Then, we give them
an award. Here are this years lucky winners:

The “Nobody Likes A Whiner” Award—to
Linda and Cynthia Phillips for complaining so
loudly that the International Congress on Gender,
Cross Dressing and Sex Issues would draw people
away from the Texas “T” Party. It didn’t.

The “Dale Carnegie” Award—to IFGE for
their remark that California Dreamin’ is “for fun”
while IFGE’s Coming Together conference is “seri-
ous.” Registration at IFGE’s conference this year
was at an all-time low.

The “I Like The Dark Ages” Award— cheer-
fully presented to everyone who worked against the
Central Oklahoma Transgender Alliance.

The “Orkin Terminator™ Award—to Laura
Caldwell of IFGE for this comment on the recent

transgender alliance Pledge for Community: “We
have to stop this before it gets started!”

The “Darwin Was Right” Award—to everyone
who believed last year's Renaissance News & Views
April cover story.

The “All Fizz, No Soda” Award—to It’s Time
America. After a blitzkrieg announcement of politi-
cal lobbying goals this summer, nothing else has
been heard from them.

The “We Ain’t No Preverts” Award—to |eri
Lee and Transformations magazine for publishing a
magazine with pornographic drawings and photos of
transvestites and she-males, and then claiming to
represent the transgender community.

The “For Your Eyes Only” Awz: ard—to Spar-
tacus and Michael Salem for svllmg names from
their crossdresser mailing lists.

The “Preverts Need Not Apply” Award—to
the Speaker of the House, Newt Gingrich for this
gem of Newt Speak: “I am not prepared to establish
a Federal law that allows you to sue your employer if
you end up not having a job because of a disagree-
ment that involves your personal behavior at that
level. Does that mean, for example, a transvestite
should automatically have th( right to work as a
transvestite? I don’t think so.”

That's it for the 1995 MONAs. Just think, if you
do or say something stupid in the next few months
maybe we'll include you whenever we get around to
doing this again.

NB.: The MONAs are a joke. No statuettes, certifi- ;
cates or poker chips will be sent to the winners

IFGE: Lynn-Out, Laing-In

The International Foundation for Gender Edu-
(IFGE)
issa Sherrill Lynn, founder and philnsnlmlm-.l[ archi-
tect of the organization. The
at the IFGE annual convention in Atlanta,
March 18. No official statement

cation announced the resignation of Mer-
announcement was

made
vas available from
Ms. Lynn, but insiders, who reqt ested anonvinity.,

sav she was [orced to resign or be fired

At the same time, IFGE announced Alison La-
ing will fill the position of Executive Director of
IFGE at a date to be determined, [)mlml)l\' late

summer. Ms. Laing currently serves as Chair of the

board of the Outreach Institute, and sits on the
bhoards of AEGIS and Renaissance.

Congratulations Alison! IFGE couldn’t have
pic ked anvone better. é
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& Chapter & Affiliate Information #;

Chapters

Delaware

Wilmington, Delaware: meets second
Saturdayof each month. Write forinfo to: PO
Box 5656, Wil-mington, DE 19808 or call
302-995-1396.

Ma:zland

A chapter is forming in the Baltimore
area. Watch for more information.

New Jersey
South Jersey/Shore Area: Write Re-
naissance South Jersey, Box 189, Mays Land-
ing, NJ, 08330. Meets first Saturday of the
month at the Atlantic Mental Health Center,
2002 Black Horse Pike. McKee ( ‘ity. Doors
open TPM. Call 609-641-3782 for details

Pennsylvania
———— e

Greater Philadelphia: Write Renais-
sance GPC, 987 Old Eagle School Rd., Suite
719, Wayne. Pa. 19087. Meets third Saturday
of the month in King of Prussia. Doors open
S p.m.all year round. Call 610-975-9119 for
information.

Lower Susquehanna Valley: Write Re-
LSV, Box 2122 Harrisburg, PA
Meets on the first Saturday of the
Call T17-780-1LSV (1578) for loca-
tion and times.

naissance
17105.
month.

Affiliates

Ceor&'a

Atlanta: The American Educational Gen-
der Information Service (AEGIS), PO Box
33724, Decatur, GA 30033-0724 or call 404-
939-0244. Information resources.

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender Explorations
(A.G.E.), PO Box 77562, Atlanta, GA 30357,
404-939-2128.

Louisiana

New Orleans; The Gulf Gender Alli-
PO Box 870213, New Orleans, LA
TO187-1300. Local support group.

dancee,

New Jersey

N. Central Jersey: Monmoutl/Ocean
Trans Gender, (MOTG), write PO Box 8243,
Red Bank, NJ 07701 or call 908-219-9094.

New York

Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender Net-
work (MGN), write 561 Hudson St., Box 453,
New York, NY 10014, or call 201-794-1665,
[xt. 332, Local support group

Long Island: New York GIRL & Part-

ners, 149 South Howell Ave., Centereach,
NY 11720, Call 516-732-8219 for info.
Oklahoma

Central Oklahoma: Sooners Belles, part
of the Central Oklahoma Transgender Alli-

ance (COTA). Contact, I{'K'lu-l-l’.( ).

Box 575, Norman, OK 73070.

(% Resources @

Background Papers:

Background Papers are $1.25 each:

1. .\l}'tlls & Misconceptions About
Crossdressing

2. Reasons for Male to Female
Crossdressing

3. PARTNERS: Spouses &
Significant Others

4. The Matter of Children

5. Annotated Bil)]iogruph_\'

6. Telling the Children: A
Transsexual’s Point of View

7. AIDS/ HIV Safety and Ethics.

8. Understanding Transsexualism

Significant Other Support

To network with other partners of trans-
gendered people contact Evelyn Kirkland,
PO Box 1242, Newtown, Pa., 18940,

Pen Pal Program:

If you would like to correspond with
other people around the country con-
tact Pen Pals, care of Maryann Kirk-
land, PO Box 1242, Newtown, Pa..
18940. Maryann will put you on the Pen
Pal List and give you a copy of that list
so you may correspond with as many
new friends as you like.
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Local Calendar
April
I Ren Hnnlhjnw\
1 Ren LSV meeting
S Ren. Delaware
15 Ren. GPC
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6 Ren. LSV meeting
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27 Balto. Affiliate

3 Ren. South Jersey
3 Ren. LSV meeting
10 Ren. Delaware

7  Ren. GPC
24 Balto. Affiliate



Every April we here at News &
Views try to come up with some kind
of funny April Fools joke to spring on
the unsuspecting readers. Last year we
did the phony front cover that was
“written” by the “new editor” telling
about how JoAnn and I were not doing
the newsletter anymore. The year
before we were more subtle. The only
nod to April Fools was replacing the
Mona Lisa with a photo of noted
dinosaur, Earl Sinclair. What can 1
say? We loves the fun stuff.

This year we return to a Mona Lisa
motif for April Fools, by handing out
an outrageous batch of MONA
Awards. (No trophy will be presented,
no salesman will call at your home.)
Remember, we give these awards in
the spirit of fun. It’s nothing personal.
Yeah, right. And now—the steamy
sludge of script that worms its way out
of my word processor, yes, the latest
addition to that continuing opus, News
Beat & Reminder! (Is that any name
for a column? I ask ya.)

I RUMY REPORTAGE

Okay, I'm not ommniscient. I thought
Ms. Charles would do the Brady
Bunch guidance counselor gig in
butch mode. Wrong! She did it in a
cute little business suit and she said,
“You better work.” I wasn't that far off,
though. It seems Mister Charles will
make his debut in A Mother's Prayer,
coming soon on the USA Network. It
stars Linda Hamilton and RuPaul
plays a preppie gny in tweeds.

What more could RuPaul want?
She seems to be the embodiment of
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by Angela Gardner

the phrase, “You got it going on.” The
latest addition to the dream queen’s
list of acquisitions is a fat contract with
ML.A.C. Cosmetics. I've been telling
people for years they should hire me to
promote makeup. Who better than a
drag queen to show what good
makeup can do for a girl? I guess
M.A.C. thought RuPaul’s higher
profile would be better in this coveted
spokesmodel position. They're prob-
ably right. I'm just not famous enough,
vet. Till I am maybe I could get a deal
with Wet & Wild? Get my agent on
the phone!

HELLO DOLLY

Carol Channing, who has always
been an inspiration to drag queens, is
rolling around the country in a produc-
tion of Hello Dolly. It’s being billed
as her last road show tour of the
famous musical. My word! The
woman'’s in her seventies. How does
she do it? I couldn’t do it. All that time
on stage in heels. Brutal. Anyhow, on
opening night in Philadelphia one of
the local drag queens (David Blake)
got a balcony box seat and showed her
admiration for Miss Channing by
dressing like her. Now, you and I think
that's a cute idea, and I'll bet even
Carol didn’t mind. ( I saw Patti Labelle
in New York once when she had her

hair sticking straight up. There were
drag queens in the front row with the
same do’s and Patti brought them on
stage to sing with her. Imagine if Carol
had brought her girl down to the stage
for the finale.)

Well, they say drag queens are

bitchy. They haven’t got anything on
the gent who pens the Philadelphia
Inquirer society column. “What did he
say?” vou ask. Well, he called David
Blake's tribute to Channing a “dubious
accolade...” Buddy. the only thing
dubious around here is your under-
standing of drag.

Oh. he's got me so upset, I've gotta
calm down. My seamstress will be here
any minute with that copy of Carol’s
finale gown. Just a few more alter-
ations and I'll be able to sit down in it
for the whole show. and breathe. Some
people follow the Grateful Dead.
others find a different drum.
1,2.3,4--Dolly will never go away.....

YOUR 15 MINUTES OF FAME

Actually it's your 200 to 400 words
of fame. The University of Florida is
publishing the second edition of a
textbook titled Exceptional People .
The author is looking for stories of first
person experiences about being
diverse in our society. What have you
gone through as a result of your
transgendered nature? Accounts may
be either positive or negative.

Submissions will be chosen for
publication on a competitive basis.
Those selected must sign a release
form. If your experience is published
you will get a complimentary copy of
the textbook. Exceptional People is
expected to be published before the
end of this year.

Submit your personal account to
Mr. Craig Conley, Dept. of Special
Education, G-315 Norman Hall,
Gainesville, FL. 32611. For more
information you can call Mr. Conley at
904-392-0701, extension 291.

HAS ANYBODY SEEN SHIRLEY?

Of course not, silly. The Shirley
Show 1 told you about last month
hasn’t aired yet. I mention this just in
case you thought I was nuts when it
didn’t appear in March. I spoke with
the show’s producer and he informed

me the crossdresser show will run in
May during sweeps week. Well, if
you've got a show about men in dresses
and the women who love them, get the

continued next page



News Beat...

most bang for your buck and run it
during a rating period. Makes sense to
me. If you miss it on the tube, a copy
will eventually be made available in the
Ren Library. Check with the librarian
for availability and feature times.

FUNNY FELLOW IN A FROCK

Ms. Alison Laing handed me a copy
of a story from an E nglish paper about
alad named Eddie Izzard. It seems
Mr. Izzard has been selling ‘em out in
the West End for simply months and
months with a stream of consciousness
comedy act. I'm not talking about
some dinky little comedy clubs but
real theaters with audiences in the SO0
to 1000 person range. The r(-.l"\
interesting thing about Eddie is, he’s
an openly transgendered man. (Oh
boy, that's just like, “an openly gay
man.” Now we're makin’ progress.)

Eddie is very off-hand about his
crossdressing. Sometimes he does his
act in “bloke” clothes, sometimes he
wear a dress. He says, “ ...the funny
thing about people going on about me
wearing dresses is that I really don’t
(()n\l(l('r myself to be a transvestite.

People say T wear “women’s clothes”
but I don't, they’re my clothes I'm
wearing. Sure I wear dresses and
makeup and stuff, but I'm simply
wearing what I want to wear.”

There is a photo of Eddie in the
article and he doesn’t look as if he’s
made a great effort to “pass” as a
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worman. His hair is short and his face
looks manly, with some subtlety

ap plu d make qup. but the point is,
here’s a guy who has told all of
England, *
makeup.”

I like to wear dresses and
And, instead of shunning
him or reviling him, the British have
made him a star. He has done straight
acting roles in several plays and is now
discussing a television series with the
BBC. (“It’s called The Cows. Great
name isn’t it? It’s a surreal series about

these cows who move into society after

the general strike, gradually demand-
ing the vote and full integration.”)

He does have a problem with the
label, “transvestite but heterosexual.”
He says, “ That's what they're always
using in the newspapers about me. I'm
not “but” anything. I'm a transvestite
who just happens to be heterosexual.
I'd be happy to fancy men, but for
some reason it just so lmppt ns t|| at |
don’t. T happen to fancy women.’

I love the word * hn(\ It's really a
better way to say you are attracted to
someone than,
Really, we

B()\ she get’s me hot.”
Americans are so crude.
Sorry, I transgressed for a moment.
Eddie went on to say that one time he
was performing for an audience of
drag queens and when he said he was
heterosexual one of the disbelieving

ladies expressed her opinion in a crude

(almost American way) by shouting
“Liar!” at the stage. “That's the sort of
thing you expect from some Nazi in
the audience, not from a drag queen.”
Yes Eddie, intolerance and ignorance
are evervwhere, even among our own

f

ranks. Give that queen a label maker.
She can put them on evervone's
forehead and then we'll know what
we're dealing with. Of course, Eddie
doesn’t need a label. He's just wearing
his own clothes. I think we all are,
aren't we? Let's hope Eddie hops the
pond and does some shows for us soon.

GOLDDIGGERS WITH A TG TWIST

Michelle ] handed me an
article from the February issue of
Gentlemen’s Quarterly entitled,
Golddiggers Of *95. The thrust of
the article was that the art of gold
digging (using feminine wiles to pry

cash, jewels and furs out of a sugar
daddy) is still going strong in the "90s.
It's an art that has survive d bra
burning, femininism and all the
progress women have made in their
quest for equality. In fact, the author,
one Freda Garmaise, postulates that
gold digging may be breaking new
ground and perhaps transcending
gender stereotypes.

After going over archaetypal
golddiggers from the movies, like
Marilyn Monroe and Jane Russell,
she talks about real life practitioners
like Pia Zadora, Marla Maples and
her predecessor, Ivana. Having given
us this background the author postu-
lates that since transvestite dancers are
becoming mainstream attractions and
many a sugar daddy has found his
golddigger by haunting the backstage
door, perhaps the trophy wife of the
eighties may give way to the trophy TV
of the nineties.

Since 1969!

Bookstore

565 10th Ave., 2nd Floor
New York, N.Y. 10036

Hours: 12 noon - 6 pm
(212) 947-7773

Lee's Mardi Gras Ent., Inc.

Lee G. Brewster, President

Boutique
400 W. 14th St., 3rd fl

New York, N.Y. 10014
Both Stores Open Monday through Saturday!

Hours: 11:30 - 6:.30 pm
(212) 645-1888

CALL:

MICHELE LACRETE, R.E.
California Licensed

FOR FREE CONSULTATION
201-886-8198

DAY, EVENING &
WEEKEND HOURS

— ELECTROLYSIS —

MEDICALLY APPROVED METHOD OF PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL
Individual, Sterile, Disposable Probes
Experts in Face, Eyebrows, Bikini Lines, Legs and Beards
WAXING AND PEDICURES AVAILABLE
PROFESSIONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL « FOR WOMEN AND MEN

10% Off First Treatment » Senior Citizen Discount

10 BEVERLY PLACE
(off River Road)

EDGEWATER, NJ 07020




She savs, ©
which took the trophy wife to its
bosom and boardrooms, open the field
to a wider range of candidates? Will it
even put gender prejudice aside and
open the field to transvestites, mindful
of the fact that, for pure display,
nothing could better attest to the
might of the leveraged buyout than a
six-six (m heels), jewel bedecked
beauty?* Ms. Garmaise goes on to
mention TG show girls Peche Melba
and Creme Brulee. They appear in a
show called Kaptain Banana (evidently
in the Big Apple) and she says, “..it
would be nice if these two could enter
the trophy wife stakes and take their
place in a new society... the sort of
society we can nnl\ regret Divine is
not here to lead in the manner of a

Gilded Age dowager with a rope of
pearls dropping over her stout
monobosom to her ankles.”

Well, anything’s possible, and I for
one think it’s high time girls like us
were rewarded for our beauty and
grace. Take us out and treat us right,
vou rich guys. Who knows, maybe it’s
inevitable. If all women decide they
no longer want to be golddiggers, we
may have to carry the art forward into
the next century. An awesome burden
but one I'm sure our lip gloss and
blush will stand up to.

Will the corporate world,

CROSSDRESSING IN PERIODICALS

That’s magazines girls. My wonder-
ful Mac computer allows me to call the
local library’s computer and search the
pe riodicals and books listed therein. 1

DONNA'S HAIR STUDIO 1 AND BOUTIQUE

Hrs. Tu. 9-5+W.-Th. 9-8 * Sa. 8-4

181 SCOTCH RD * TRENTON * NJ 609-883-0002
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can't actually download books from the
library (vet) but I can make complete
use of the computerized catalog
system. As Robin, The Boy Wonder
would say, “Holy Dewey Decimal
Svstem, Batman!”

Back in the old days if you wanted
to find out if the library had anything
about crossdressing or transvestites,
you had to slink in, discreetly fumble
through the card catalog and hope no
one noticed you were spending time in
the tell-tale Ts. Of course you could
always linger around the “‘transformer’
area for awhile... till the coast cleared.
Who could say you weren’t an electri-
cal engineering student looking for a
hot 220 to 500 volt design? Now,
however, there is no need for slinking.
Fire up the modem and log on to a
library computer near you. It’s not
e \.l(ll\ the information superhighway.
More like the information ¢ lll-(]('-s‘l(
but it’s surprising how much cool stuff
you can find.

In arecent computer search of
periodicals printed during the last few
vears I found over 14 articles with
some reference to vr().\‘sdr('.\sing. One |
am going to look up and r(-port on isan
article in New Statesman & Soc iety
called Ghoul Standard. It seems that
in Derry, Ireland sexual identity is a
major theme of Halloween celebra-
tions. (Come to think of it, it is over
here too.) In order to celebrate
properly people there crossdress and
since religion is such a major part of
Irish life they also dress up as priests
and nuns. Of course, some of the g guys
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really love to dress up as nuns, allow-
ing them to honor sexual identity and
religion. Ain't it amazing, the things
vou can find in the library?

If you want to spend a little cash
vou can leap out into the heavy traffic
areas of The Internet. With just
limited access to the Net you can send
electronic mail to people all over the
world and you can scan through over
five thousand “newsgroups”(places
where messages of common interest
are posted to be read by one and all
and commented on.) My favorite
newsgroup is alt.barnie. dinosaur die
die die. It’s sole reason for existence is
to count up different ways to kill the
purple dinosaur.

Of interest to you will probably be
the transgender news group, alt.
transgendered. This is a place where

TG people can get to know one

another and exchange information and
express their opinions. All of the
newsgroups are bulletin board type
things. You put your message out there
and people either respond in the same
newsgroup or they send you e-mail.
You can reach me by email with
comments or questions at: bensalem
@cpen.com. That's it kiddies! Keep
those cards and electrons coming.
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SELMA BLAKER

Wig Service Shop

Specializing in the Sales and Service
of all Human & Synthetic Pieces

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat.

609-428-8448

Barclay Towers
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Central Oklahoma Transgender Alliance

An Experiment In Community Building

During the February meeting of
Sigma Beta (Okla.), the future of trans-
gender support groups was altered for-
ever. Sigma Beta, founded in 1992,
was primarily a support group for het-
erosexual crossdressers and their
spouses/partners. However, since its
formation, the group’s membership ex-
perienced a great diversification in
terms of sexual orientation, lifestyles
and goals. Over the past several
months a plan was devised and pre-
sented to the l:l(‘llzlwrsliip to meet the
varied needs of this commumity while
still remaining united.

The result of that planning is the
creation of The Central Oklahoma
Transgender Alliance, known as
COTA. COTA is an umbrella organiza-
tion presently encompassing three Sis-
ter Interest Groups (S1Gs). Each of

the SIGs focuses on a lmrti(-ulur area
ol need within the local ll‘;ltlst_(c*ntll'r
community. The three present SIGs
are: Sigma Beta, for heterosexnal
crossdressers and their spouses or
partners: the Sooner Belles, an open
membership transgender support
group: and OK New Woman, a sup-
port group focusing on transsexual
needs. COTA was formed with provi-
sions to add additional SIGs as needed.
The plan calls for each of the Sister
Interest Groups to have a national af-
filiation. Sigma Beta will affiliate with
Tri-Ess, The Sooner Belles will affili-
ate with Renaissance and OK New
Woman will depend on AEGIS for
support. (Note: The Sooner Belles are
now an official Renaissance affiliate.)
Representatives of the three na-
tional organizations pledged their sup-

port to this new model for h'.'lnsi}_{l'n(]c'r
community. The joint cooperation of
these national organizations in a local
area transgender support network is a
first for our community.

Each of the three SIGs will hold
their own meetings and several times a
year will host “Unity Events.” These
will be occasions when members of all
three COTA SIGs will come together
for sistership and to catch up with dear
[riends. The new organization will
publish a newsletter called The Sooner
Belle, containing news and items of in-
terest to all three member groups.

I'or more information, COTA may
be contacted at PO Box 60354, Okla-
homa City, OK 73146.

Alert: Electrolysis for Neovagina

AEGIS (The American Educational
Gender Information Service) sends us
Medical Advisories on a regular basis
with good information for members of
the transgender community. The fol-
hm:ing r.frh:fxm'y shows how it is a good
idea to plan ahead.

Vaginoplasty nsing the penile and
penoscrotal inversion methods, with or
without skin grafts or skin flaps, can re-
sult in a neovagina which is lined with
hair-bearing skin. As the hair grows,
the neovagina can become choked
with hair. Not surprisingly, many trans-
sexual women find this embarrassing.

Some sex reassignment surgeons do
not appreciate the extent of this em-
barrassment. During a presentation
given at the October, 1993 meeting of
the Harry Benjamin International Dys-
phoria Association, one prominent sur-
geon remarked that although his pro-
cedure sometimes results in a
hair-bearing vagina, his patients do not
seem to mind. Reports to AEGIS from
post-op transsexual women indicate,
however, that they do care.

AEGIS recommends that surgeons
doing male-to-female reassignment
surgery be aware that a hair-bearing
vagina is extremely embarrassing for
their transsexual patients, and provide
them with materials educating them
about the problem and indicating
where they should consider having
clectrolysis to avoid the problem.

D) h(tru]u:mts should be aware that
transsexual women who are secking re-
assignment surgery have legitimate
reasons for seeking electrolysis in the
p(-rillt';ll arei.

Anyone seeking male-to-female re-
assignment surgery who has excessive
hair in the pelvic region should consult
with their surgeon in order to deter-
mine which skin will eventually be in-
side the vagina so they can decide
whether e I('{tln]\ sis is desirable and so
they can sche dule elec trolysis and sur-
gery accordingly.

All parties should keep in mind that
electrolysis is a gradual process, and it

Nl tilk[' H \ car or more to ('(ll]l!\](’ll']'\'
clear an area.

GPC Holds Meeting
In Center City

The Greater Philadelphia Chapter
is happy to announce they are starting
monthly meetings in downtown Phila-
de ]]}ln.l, Meeting in the suburbs has al-
lowed the chapter to reach many indi-
viduals but some pt'tlph' who live in
Center City don’t have transportation
to the King of Prussia area. Now, with
the help of Dr. Jeffrey Wolper, GPC
will hold its first downtown mee ting at
his center city office. The big night is
April 19. The meeting will start at $:00
rat. No special program will be pre-
sented. The evening will afford Center
City residents a chance to get ac-
quainted with Renaissance.

Since we must pay Dr., \\'(JIpt‘r for
the use of his space, all those attending
will be asked for a five dollar ($5) con-
tribution. April 19 is a Wednesday
night so if you don’t have any mes
stop by and check it out. Doctor
\\uhw: s office is located at 1211
Chestnut Street, Suite S10.
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The American Educational Gender Information Service

AEGIS

ANNOUNCES A NEW MEMBERSHIP POLICY

AECIS is now a membership organization. Membership at $36/year includes: 2 issues of Chrysalis,
a theme-oriented magazine focusing on serious transgender issues; 4 issues of AEGIS News our
quarterly newsletter; a 10% discount on all publications sold by AEGIS; a membership/I.D. card,;
and the right to vote for AEGIS board members. Membership is open to anyone.

AECIS is a 100% volunteer, non-profit information and education resource for all people and does
not discriminate on any basis. AEGIS supports SSSS, HBIGDA, SIECUS and other professional
organizations. AEGIS is a founding partner of the Transgender Alliance for Community and an
affiliate of the Renaissance Education Assoc., Inc. Write or call today.

AEGIS ¢ PO Box 33724 ¢ Decatur, GA ¢ 30033-0724
Call 4049392128

Dallas Denny, M.A., Executive Director
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The working of the organized trans-
gendered community is about nothing
if it’s not about politics. And, taking my
lead from our counterparts in Washing-
ton, [ am championing a sweeping set
of proposals I like to call the Contract
With Transvestites.

Among it's many planks are such
items as: a balanced wardrobe amend-
ment, in which support groups domi-
nated by dowdy crossdressers will be
require 'd to have an equal number of
members dressed up like Parisian
street tarts; drastic cuts in subsidies for
support group meeting snacks, thereby
reducing the fat not ()nl\ in the budget
but .u()un(l member’s waistlines; a se-
ries of incentives that will benefit the
most attractive two percent of our
population in hopes that their beauty
will trickle down to the rest of us: and
an ambitious social planning agenda to
legislate immodesty and a sense of hu-
mor while pl.l(lng sanctions ‘l(_{‘llllkt
such unhealthy practices as using “gen-
der gifted” in serious discussions.

The great thing about politics is that
nothing substantive will really change
for most of you out there. But, since it’s
my platform, I'll get to be in charge and
do all the talking.

A NEW IDEA UNDER THE SUN

We just started receiving the Sooner
Belle newsletter of Oklahoma City
based Sigma Beta sorority and it is al-
ready paying dividends. In their Febru-
ary issue, they discussed a new idea for
expanding their membership base. It is
something called COTA, but the mean-
ing of that acronym is not ;.,l\vn to us
outside readers and though I looked it
up in my “Transvestite-to-English Ac-
ronym” dictionary, I was still clue
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less—until T saw that JoAnn Roberts
mentioned it in her March column.
COTA stands for Central Oklahoma
Transgender Alliance. (See the article
on page 6 for more info.)

The nub of the COTA idea seems to
be this—local members will be able to
choose which national TG group they
wish to affiliate with and the Sigma
Beta group will “split” down in seg-
ments to accommodate the different in-
terests of its membership. The national
Tri-Ess, AEGIS, and some
called Renaissance. The  bril-
liance of this idea is that although the
Sigma Beta sorority will be “divided,”
tln(\ will esse ntull\ remain whole be-
cause the affiliations will be on a sub-
level to the umbrella sorority group.
With all the hullabaloo over whether to
exclude bi/gay and/or transsexuals from
certain groups, how come nobody ever
thought of this before?

In certain ln(-trr)pnlit;lu areas it

groups are:
outfit

might be easy for non-heterosexual
crossdressers or transsexuals to hook up
with another group. But in an area like
Oklahoma City (not to be condescend-
ing, but simply realistic) there's only
room enough in this town for one trans-
gendered support group, pardner. The
leaders of this idea realize they have a
responsibility to offer something to any-
one who comes looking for it and they
don’t want to turn people away because
of some rigid rules.

It’s a great idea—and that is some-
thing this community sorely needs—an
innovative approach to include mem-
bers rather than exclude them. This is a
Nobel Prize-class discovery, brilliant
both in its practicality and simplicity. 1
wish other groups could take a look at
this concept and see if it wouldn’t work

in their own jurisdictions as a wav to
broaden their scope

STAND UP STRAIGHT,
YOUNG LADY

I':l;lillt'. is the Executive Director
of the Connecticut Outreach Society in
Farmington. In her monthly column in
their Outreach News, Elaine gives tips
on feminine deportment, based on her
observations of real women.

In the January issue Elaine ad-
dresses the topic of posture for cross-
dressers. She quite rightly points out
that most of us part-time ladies over-
look the feminizing benefit of simply
standing up straight and maintaining a
dignified, womanly posture. Men lmu'
a tendency to st and in a w ay that accen-
tuated their shoulders and torso, a kind
of flat-footed hulking posture which is
decidedly unfeminine.

Women tend to stand in tall, almost
posed positions, presenting themselves
in the best form possible. She suggests
keeping vour feet close together, and
(IMulmhnU your weight off the typi-

cally male flat-foot stance. Arching the
back also pays dividends by str.ut'ht( n-
ing the torso and accentuating the chest
an(l buttocks, keeping your weight from
sloshing into your belly.

In their F (l)rlmr\ issue, Elaine takes
aim at a part of the anatomy near and
dear to ) male—whether they
crossdress or not—breasts. Here, she
points out that many crossdressers tend
to wear their “breasts” too high on their
chest. Because of the weight of a natu-
ral female breast, the point of the
nipple will be lower on females than on
Thus, their
breastforms so the nipple is an inch or
two below their natural nipple.

every

males. one should aim

Practice makes perfect and simply
observing the genuine articles in real-
life settings can help us imitate their
natural bearing.

AN ODD PLACE FOR THAT
SORT OF THING

I was looking at an old magazine aptly
named Female Impersonators . 1t's copy-
right was 1970, and it featured pictorials
of (what else?) female impersonators on
the stages and in the dressing rooms of
the clubs where they performed.



I last month’s colummn I mentioned
myv fondness for the high drag style of
the old impersonators and even lll()ll"ll
1970 doesn’t seem that long ago to me
(I was just a slip of a girl back then, of
course) it is now a quarter of a century
back in time. The photos in this issue
reconfirmed my liking for the totally
unnatural look of bouffant wigs,
eyelashes, and starchy evening gowns
over industrial strength girdles.

There was one very interesting tidbit
between the photo spreads. As a service

false

to their readers they had listed about
two dozen clubs where female imper-
sonators plied their gaudy trade. Al-
though this was a “national” magazine
published in New York, the listing in-
cluded eleven locations in the greater
Philadelphia area. Even more interest-
ing was that most of the nightclubs
listed in our area were located in the
blue collar working class neighborhoods
of Frankford, Kensington, Port Rich-
mond and Fishtown. Only one of the
clubs was located in the traditionally
gay area of downtown Philly.

I'm sure these working class bars
that once featured female impersonator
revues no longer do so—if they still ex-
ist at all. If you're familiar with Philadel-
phia, could you imagine going to a drag
show on Aramingo Avenue? How about
Front and Allegheny? Or Fifth and
Erie? And, if traveling
through South I’lull_\ vou could have
stopped in for a lip synch and an
Ortlieb’s at 27th and 1’.1\\\11:11\

This is fairly amazing history for a
Philly kid like myself. Those were tough
ne |ghhnrhonds all the w 1y back to the
nineteenth ce ntury. r\ppdr(‘nl]\’ these
few night spots tried to soften those
mean streets with |
pancake makeup.

you were

falsies and a little

THE LEISURE QUEENS

Our culture and national economy
seem inereasingly driven by American’s
pursuit of recreation. While steel mills
and other old line manufacturing en-
t('r]‘}rifﬁ(‘s went I)(‘"'\' ||.l) or (l[)\\‘llsix(‘(l
drastically. the film and music indus-
tries, national sports franchises and lo-
cal leisure time businesses seem to
The amount of
money being spent by consumers and

have come of age.
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the amounts of money p;li(l to our cul-
tural heroes, celebrities, is amazing, if
not obscene,

February 28th was Mardi Gras. At
one time, Mardi Gras was a local New
Orleans l)ht nomenon that got marginal
mention in other cities around the
country. In the last few years, the cel-
ebration of Mardi Gras has become al-
most a national event, not quite on a par
with Halloween... but give it some time.
One cable channel carried Mardi Gras
coverage live all day from New Orleans.
Here in Philadelphia, there was a con-
certed effort to “make”™ Fat Tuesday a
happening with newspaper articles
about where and how to celebrate the
event in several local watering holes
hosting Mardi Gras parties.

It is a great opportunity to do a bit of
fancy crossdressing in “straight” estab-
lishments we wouldn’t ordinarily haunt.
I know several of our Renaissance girls
took advantage of it this year. (Predic-
tion: the traditional genteel Easter pa-
rade concept will eventually evolve [de-
volve?] into a gaudy, camp-it-up, show
time for citizens who already miss
Mardi Gras and can’t wait until Hallow-
een. Remember, you read it here first.)

The interesting thing about this na-
tional cultural movement toward find-
ing more and more reasons to party is
that the non-crossdressing public be-
comes more and more accepting of
non-mainstream v celebrate
whatever it is we're all celebrating. That
may not be the way we would like cross-
dressing to be accepted but
in a storm”

avs  to

. “any port
as t|1(‘_\‘ say. And, it rein-
forces my belief that Americans will tol-
erate almost anything if it’s done in pur-

suit of a good time. “Expressing our

feminine p('r'ion.lhll(“; ?" “Phooey”, they
will say. But, dressing in drag because
its a fun thing to do, THAT,

evervone understands.

LEAVING LIFE BEHIND
Lifelines . the newsletter of the Long
Island Femme Expression group, car-
ried an interview with three of its top
board members. Apparently, they are
resigning to form a new group after
some disappointiments with the general
LIFE membership—and vice versa.
The new group will be called New York

Girl and Partners. (Dina is so busy she
didn’t notice that NYG&P is now a Re-
naissance affiliate. Ed.)

IF'rom the outside, it wasn't clear ex-
actly what moved the three defecting
board members to leave and form a
new group. Reading between the lines,
it seemed to have something to do with
the general administration of LIFE ac-
tivities. There seems to be a long back-
ground of squabbling that had gone on
before this secession occurred.

Anyway, there will be a new group
formed on Long Island in addition to,
or in competition with, the original
LIFE group and this new group is plan-
ning to affiliate with Renaissance.
(We're getting to be the McDonald's of
TG support groups it seems. “Over a
billion groups transformed.”)

My question is: who on Long Island
will make up the membership for the
leaders of the new group if the mem-
bership of the old group was less than
enamored of their leadership in the
first place? But that’s a philosophical
question on the order of, “which came
first: the pantyhose or the L'Egg?” and
far too vexing to tackle here.

PICKIN’ AND GRINNIN
CROSSDRESSIN’

There’s an article in the Tennessee
Val's newsletter about a new nightclub
venture in Nashville called “Cowboys
La Cage.” It will be a featured revue at
The Ace of Clubs and presumably
aimed at the straight C&W fans, not
specifically the gay community.

Auditions were held and a sneak
preview performance for an invitation-
only crowd got a nice write-up in the
Tennessean newspaper. Female imper-
sonators do their versions of C&W stars
such as Reba McEntire, Dolly Parton,
Patsy Cline, Lorrie Morgan and
\\\non.l Judd. Other acts include a
comical Nancy Kerrigan—Tonya
Harding duet.

It should be interesting to see how
this venture pans out in the heart of the
Bible Belt. But country music always
had a place for the comic element, so
perhaps this down home drag revue is
not as off-the-wall as it may seem at
first glance. 5

AND
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Wandering The World Wide Web

by JoAnn Roberts

Now there are techno-snobs who
believe if you're not connected to the
Internet, vou're eulturally and socially
deprived. Fear not. babies. 1. vour
Tek-Know-Tootsie, will give you the
straight dope on getting w ired.

Iirst, think of the Internet as a glo-
bal telephone network, complete with
directory assistance, phone books, etc.
Once vou get vour “phone” (in this
case a computer with a modem) con-
nected to the network. and once you
know someone’s “phone number” (in
this case an Internet address) you can
call anywhere and find information on
just about anything.

First things first. You need three
pieces: a moderately fast computer (a
386 PC, a Macllsi, or better) a tele-
communications program and a mo-
dem. The telecomm program I use
regularly is MicroPhone and it is avail-
able for both Macs and PCs, but al-
most any will do. The modem needs to
be a minimum of 2400 bps, but 9600
bps is better and 14,400 bps is really
necessary for downloading graphics
and browsing the World Wide Web
(WWW-—more on that later)

A decent 9600 bps modem these
days can be had for less than $100 and
a 14,400 for about $150. The latest
modems are 28,800 bps and sell for
over $200. Remember, faster is better
in this case. Most modems come with
telecomm software and many also in-
clude fax software as a bonus.

If your computer came with soft-
ware for America On-Line (AOL)
CompuServe (CIS) or Prodigy, or if
vou've received such software through
the mail, you may be able to get on the
Internet through these services, but
the cost is high. Of course, you have
full access to the all of the service’s
other options in addition to Internet
access, but not all of the major com-
puter services provide full Internet ac-
cess yet, although it is coming.

So. let’s assume you do not use
AOL, CIS or Prodigy, then how do you
get on the net? Like your local tele-

phone service provider. there are In-
ternet service pm\'ir\il'l‘.\' all over the
[‘l]il(‘{’. The service 1 use is DSC and
they have access numbers in over 350
cities around the U.S. I'm very pleased
with their service and the cost is quite
Call 1-800-521-2733 to see
if DSC has a number near vou.

reasonable.
There
are many other providers ranging from
local (like Cross-Connections at 1-S18-
756-8557) to national (like Netcom
and l)('|phi ). Get thee to a bookstore
and pick up one of the many computer
magazines or one ol the newer Inter-
net-specific mags like Internet World
and check out the lists of Internet ser-
vice providers.

You call the provider and ask for In-
ternet services. You will be asked what
kind of connection vou want. For our
purposes there are tml_\' two of eco-
nomical interest: a Shell account and a
SLIP/PPP account. The Shell account
is the simplest and cheapest, both in
terms of actual cost and hardware
needed. To get into a Shell account
vou only need the minimum equip-
ment I described above.

Shell account access means that yon
will call your service provider’s com-
puter and log into an account set up
just for you, complete with a user
name and password, just like calling
into AOL, CIS or a local computer
bulletin board system. However, the
service prm‘i(l(-r's computer system
(the Host) is connected to the Inter-
net. so once you are logged in, vou
tvpe the word “Shell” and you can now
tell the Host what parts of the Internet
vou'd like to call. Warning: The Inter-
net itsell runs under an operating sys-
tem called Unix which can be difficult
to learn and remember. All of the utili-
ties available in a Shell account are
Unix programs and you will need to
learn how to use them to send and re-
ceive email, read newsgroups and do
anvthing else on the Net. DSC will
prm’i(lv vou with a Shell account and
24 by 7 access (i.e. 24 hours a day, 7
d.l_\s aweek — in other words unlim-
ited) for $12 a month plus whatever it
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costs vou to call their local Host. Trust
me, that's cheap!

But, Shell account aceess, as {’Ilt‘ill)
as it is, doesn’t allow vou into the
coolest, newest part ol the Internet,
the World Wide Web or WWW, Well,
that's not strictly correct. You can ac-
cess the Web from a Shell by running
Lanx. However, vou won't get the
gm])hi('s‘ sound, and movies and that's
the real point of the Web. But you can
at least get a taste from Lynx.

Until recently, it took humongous
hardware and lots of bucks to actually
connect vour own computer to the In-
ternet and most pc'tlp](- wouldn’t want
their machines on the Net full time
anvway. But, a couple of network
wonks g got together and cobbled up
something called SLIP or Serial Line
Interface Protocol. SLIP runs through
a moderately fast modem (minimum
speed of 14,400 bps) and uses your
service ])m\'i{l('r's computer as a
“switch™ to connect your machine di-
wnl]\ into the Internet. Your computer
becomes, temporarily, a part of the
global Internet network.

But, SLIP has other advantages. By
a feat nothing short of magic, SLIP al-
lows vou to make multiple connections
to the Internet over a single modem
connection. Truly amazing! You will
also see these accounts referred to as
SLIP/PPP accounts. Everyone says
PPP (Point to Point Protocol) is SLIP
done correctly, but both work the
same magic. A non-commercial SLIP/
PPP account on DSC is about $20 per
month for 90 hours of access, plus
whatever phone charges apply.

As you might imagine, magic comes
at a price. In this case, that price is ad-
ditional software and the faster mo-
dem. I already had the modem, but I
spent several months looking for the
bits and pieces of software. I finally
found the Internet Starter Kit for Ma-
cintosh by Adam Engst, published by
Havden Books at an Encore Books. It
had almost everything I needed to get

continued on page 21
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Any sufficiently advanced technology,
to a primitive culture, is indistinguish-
able from magic.

— Arthur C. Clarke
- - - -

I've mentioned the Internet several time
over the past months and my excursion
into the depths of the net are getting
longer and deeper. I've opened a CDS
“storefront” on the World Wide Web
which should be up and running by the
time you read this. The CDS Home
http:/
WWW .('(l.\pnl).('mn/(I;xt.htlnl. Surf on
over and take a look. But, I've

Page address is:
been
thinking that every organization r('u“)
needs to get, at a minimum, an email ac-
count. Email is nulrl'\‘ instantaneous and
information about events, news, and is-
sues could be heard around the world
within minutes nf'lmsting. I know many
individuals associated with groups have
email. I regularly “talk” to Jane Ellen
FFairfax, Kym Richards, Linda Peacock,
Vanessa Kaye, Dallas Denny, and many
others via email. It is an ideal way to
communicate. With enough groups on
the net, it nligllt be feasible to start an
electronic newsletter that would auto-
nmticn“_\' go out to every organization.
Eventually, I expect every group to have
a Web site where lw()l)](- will find the
latest information and news about the
group and its activities. Fiat Electron!
- o

Well, enough tech-talk. The HOT

BUZZ is about the International Con-
gress on Cross Dressing, Sex, and Gen-
der Issues, held in Los Angeles at the
end of February. By any measure, it was
atremendous success. About 300 people
attended the confab. Of that number, I'd
say a third were transgendered. Of those,
about another third were presenters.
Personally, T found the dialogue be-
tween the two sides stimulating and
worthwhile. Sure, there were some con-
troversies. At one point, Martine
Rothblatt, author of the new book The
Apartheid of Sex, got into a shouting
match with a transgendered physician

over the Harry Benjamin Standards of

Care. But this kind of difference of opin-
ion goes on at just about even kind of
meeting. Overall, I'd Say the l"'“l’l" who
made the greatest impact of the confer-
ence were the FUM transsexuals. James
Green was simply scintillating, as was
Jason Cromwell. T had the pleasure of
meeting Stephen Whittle, an FtM from
Manchester, England, who teaches at
the School of Law, Manchester Metro-
politan University. What a neat guy!
And, talk about l)lu‘_g‘_{r(l into what's 11.1[)-
pening? We discussed the relevance to
transsexuals of the recent divorce decree
of an MtF transsexual in New Zealand.
See, the court there granted her a di-
vorce. In order to do that, lll('_\ had to
agree that her marriage was legal from
the start. If that was true, then t|n-_\' had
to recognize that post-op transsexuals

have, indeed, “changed sex.” Since New

Zealand follows the same principl(-s of

law as Australia and England, this seem
ingly simple “divorce” decree has wide
ranging ramifications for the legal status
of transsexuals in those countries.
- e

One of the highlights of the congress was
the thll"(l;n}' morning plvn:u}‘ session
with Roger Gorski, Ph.D. Dr. Gorski has
been researching the biology of gender
differences, p-.u'ti(-nl;n'l.\' with respect to
sexual (lim(u'p]lism (sex differences) in
the brain. He made a remark in passing

that many punp]w may have missed
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which I think bears repeating. Dr
Gorski said that the male brain of pri-
mates (in this case monkeys) makes all
of the hormones necessary to trigger
ovulation were we able to successfully
implant ovaries in a male. Now, couple
that statement with the rescarch dis-
cussed at Sunday’s plenary sessionwhere
Xia Zhao [i, M.D., showed the results of
his work implanting testes in FtM trans
sexuals and ovaries in MtF transsexuals
The testes survived 9 months and the
ovaries for a year, The implir;m(m is that
it may be possible in the near future to
implant ovaries and a uterus in MtF
transsexuals who would want to get preg-
nant and carry a baby to term, and that
a functional penis and testicles iy be
transplantable to FtM transsexuals. Re-
minds me of Steel Beach (John Varley
fans will recognize the reference).

- - - -
Other HOT BUZZ at the congress was
the rather loud whining and unnpl.nin-
ing from the organizers of the Texas “T"
Party because the 1A, meet was held on
the same weekend. It was much ado
about nothing since reports from ln-nplr
attending the “T” say there were more
lu'”p]t' there than ever. 1 believe the “of-
ficial” count was 340. (Yes, (hv)' km-p
score. .\l)l).ll'(‘ll”.\‘ “mine is bigger then
yours” is important tothem.) So, my pre
diction that the L.A. congress wouldn't
impact the “T” was correct. What were
they cmnpluiniug about? No one “owns”
the calendar.

- a» -
And, speaking of calendar, mark Spring
1997 as the tentative date for the Second
International Congress on Cross Dress-
ing, Sex and Gender Issues. Several of
the reps from gender groups urged Dr.
Vern Bullough, co-chair of the first Con-
aress, to do it again, which he declined.
But, both he and Dr. James Elias, Exec
Dir. of the Center for Sex Research at
CSUN, said tln-y wonld support and en-
dorse a similar event at another site. Dr.
Bullough even polled some of his col-

leagues for lmh-nti:ll sites. An informal



HOT.BUZZ

steering committee is talking to several
academic institutions as potential hosts.
Once there is agreement on the site, a
date will be announced. Stay tuned.
- - T T

I think this “recon-
of femininity is being taken
too far. I sit here looking at the clothing
ads in the fashion rags and all I can think
ol is: Yuck! A
one thing, but overtly corseted clothing

On to fashion news...
struction”

A shapely suit or chemise is

with frou-frous and frills is a bit much.
It's okay for a woman to want to look
sensual and feel sexy, however, it is not
okay to try to make her look like a mari-
onette. Some of the waistlines are so
nipped in it must be hard to breathe and
impossible to eat or drink. Come on de-
signers, get back to the real world!

- s O T
The new femininity can make you sick,
literally. One doctor has said that he
treats as many as 25 patients a vear for
gastrointestinal distress because their
pants are too tight. Imagine what a cor-
set could do. Fruit of the Loom con-
ducted a survey of 100 women and found
that 82 percent said uncomfortable un-
derwear ruins their day.

- s T T
It's not just clothing. Eve makeup has
taken on extreme looks. Most of the
models in ads look like they've been in
bar brawls or been date-raped. (And, no
[ am not making fun of date rape.) Jeez,
if I didn’t know any better, I'd think most
of the models were transvestites. (And,
ves, I am making fun of the way some
transvestites dress.)

- > T
If you want to see my idea of sexy and
feminine, look for the recent ad for Flo-
rence Cromer. It's a simple ad with a
sultry blonde in a cream colored leather
suit. Both the blonde and the suit are
knock-outs. Simple, yet elegant.

- > T
The recent trend in real world makeup
is to combine and layer colors to add
depth to the face. One such layering
trick is to prime lips with a shocking fus-
chia and then layer with burgundy or
deep plum. The effect can be amazing.
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.\lukt-up artist Kevin Aucoin was able to
create a pt'rfl'{'l tomato-red ])_\' combin-
ing a (lm'p red base and then covering it
with lemon-lime lip gloss. Cool! Similar
tricks are performed with eye shadows,
like iridescent blue over black, and g gray
and brown finished with a shimmery
gold. The combinations are endless. Ex-
periment and have fun!
- - -

The March issue of Allure has a “Trick
of the Month” that we've known for
vears, thanks to makeup mayven Jim
Bn(lm‘s Le Jim taught me to use baby

wipes to remove makeup a couple of

vears ago at Fanlfair. Well, guess what
“trick” Allure came up with for March.
Yeah, girl. That one. Toooo slow.

- - T
Women of color are finding more and
more cosmetics designed just for them,
and that of course helps feminine trans-
gendered people of color too. Lots of
companies are adding shades of black to
their product lines, and while anyone can
use these products, they work best on
African-ethnic skin. Check out Bobbi
Brown’s Black Berry lipstick and Navy
eyeshadow, or L'Oreal’s Sangria nail
polish, and Dior’s Precious Green eye-
liner pencil (almost green-black).

- - O
The trend for foundation is away from
the ultra-sophisticated matte face and
toward sheen, bordering on shine. The
idea is that no one’s skin is matte so \\'h}-’
make it look that way? Newer base
makeups look dewy on the skin. But how
can we take ud\':mt;i.gv of that since many
of us need heavy coverage and those
thick concealers must be set with pow-
der. Try fusing the powder into the base
with a solvent like water, witch hazel or
alcohol. Take a wad of cotton and soak
it with the solvent, then carefully press
the soaked cotton into the face. The
pressure plus solvent will fuse powder
and base, restoring some of the natural
shine to your skin.

- > T T
Once a woman comes of a certain age,
she has to be concerned with wrinkles.
Foundation has a nasty habit of accumu-
lating in wrinkles which makes them
even more noticeable. The newest foun-
dations use silicone carriers and special
pigment that claim to hold the makeup
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“above” the wrinkles so they are not so
visible. Check out Revlon's Age Defving
Makeup. Personally, I still like Max
FFactor’s Active Protection best,

- a S
I've noticed another retro-trend: lining
the inside lower eyelid with black. Didn’t
they tell us not to do that just a few vears
.u,n-’ If you wear contact lenses like 1 do,
lining the inside lower lid is a sure fire
way to goo up your lenses.

- e >
I caught a quick sound byte about a one
day, throw away contact. You put in a
new pair each day. The piece said they
were expensive, .1|mut 5700 for a vear's
supply. Hell, that’s not expensive. At just
under $2 a day, that’s less than most
smokers spe nd for cigarettes in a year.
My nicotine habit runs almost S‘)U(]/n
Su. “expensive” is a relative term, If you
wear contacts, ask your optometrist or
optician about throwaway contacts.

- - -
Here’s a trend that won't last long: Gun-
Moll Chic. Fueled by the success of
Quentin Tarantino’s Pulp Fiction, some
designers want to make every woman
look like Uma Thurman. Not.

- . e
Getting back to the femininity craze...
Getting into that retro-40's suit may
mean some serious dieting. I've done the
majors — Nutri-Systems and Jenny Craig
— and they work... for a while. Then.
bang, you've gained it back and spent a
lot of money for what? I've found that
the only real way to lose weight perma-
nently is watch what you eat, especially
fats, and exercise at least three times a
week for 20 minutes. I lost 8 pounds
from just after Christmas to the end of
February by doing just that and I'm go-
ing for another 8 to 10 the same way.
But, there are some recent d('vv]np-
ments concerning how our bodies make
and store fat. The latest BUZZ on fat is
Chromium Picolinate which can be pur-
chased at any health food store. It is
thought that the chromium helps the
body metabolize fat more efficiently.
Who knows, maybe it does work.

- e -
© 1995 by Creative Design Services. All
rights reserved. Opinions expressed are
those of the author. If you don’t like
them, go write your own column.



Renaissance News & Views, Vol 9. No

/

Dining Out With Babs

by Babs | R

In January, frie n(lx and [ visited the
newly reopened restaurant at the Cart-
wheel club in New Hope, Pennsylva-
nia. The new name for the “Wheel'’s”
dining facility is Cafe Mo. Also new
were the ownership, decor and menu.
We found a casual, light and airy
Southwestern decor and a lower
priced, yet expanded, menu featuring
sandwiches and burgers, as well as in-
teresting gourmet style dishes. Specials
of the Day were unusual and interest-
ing. The restaurant was filled and
there was a mix up in our reservation.

While we waited, we were offered a
round of drinks at the piano bar. We
were given a substitute table and sin-
cere apologics.

Appetizers ranged from a tasty but
peppery rigatoni in vodka sauce to av-
The stuffed chicken

ravioli du jour and shrimp scampi were

erage nachos.

well above average and the “Julia
Child™ salmon wrapped in potato crust
was described as “divine.” The only
complaint was the filet mignon was
“chewy.” Desserts ranged from key
lime pie to baklava and were enjoyed
by all. The wine list was alittle pricey
by New Jersey standards, with a con-
sistent Glen Ellen chardonnay at $16
and a richer Kendall Jackson for $24.

The service was prompt and profes-
sional, vet a little cool ('()Illl);ll'('(l to
some of the friendly waiters from the
old restaurant. We got the feeling they
were limited in their experience with
the TG community.

On a return visit, on a Friday night
in February, four couples were wel-
comed by Georgann, one of the co-
owners. \We met several old friends
and regulars from the old “Wheel.”
both in the restaurant and at the piano
bar, The staff

mcluding a few “sisters.”

scemed alittle warmer. We were ac-
commodated with our requested table
and the food was consistently first rate.
Onion soup. Caesar salad. the “special
rock shrimp” with butter and garlic
over linguine, strip steak with an “en-
ticing” sauce, the ravioli du jour and
the Julia Child salmon did not disap-
point anyvone. Desserts, again, were ex-
cellent, and even the house wine had a
nice body. One note of caution for
those who cannot tolerate pepper
ask ahead! There was a little extra in
the rice. As a lower priced, more ca-
sual eatery than the more upscale
Raven and Prelude down the road, the
new “Wheel” represents an enjovable
alternative.
fe Mo at the Cartwheel

137 Old York Rd. (Route 202
New Hope, PA o 215-562-0850
Major credit cards accepted
Reservations suggested. 5

For that one of a kind dress,
for the once in a while woman...

Sewing by
The Occasional Woman

custom creations®costumes®alterations

LORRAINE ANDERSON 6103520248

Theseus Counseling
Services

ARI KANE, M.ED.
GENDER SPECIALIST

DIPLOMATE, AM. BD. SEXOLOGY

FOR NORTHERN
NEW ENGLAND
TERN AVE.
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Transgraph Enterprises
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Wigs & Wig Care Products
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Free Brochure
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(609) 227-5845
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NO SHIPPING
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T-Speak: A Lexicon of Gender

by Angela Gardner

Many people are confused about
the nature of the transgendered, and
exactly what the many different terms
used in the transgendered commu-
nity. (there’s one now! ) mean. A while
back I was on the phone with a re-
porter who was interested in doing an
article on transsexuals. She had a num-
ber of questions. one of which was,
“How Inu_u do transvestites crossdress
before they become transsexuals?”
Stop the presses! Hold evervthing. As
Ricky said to Lucy,
xpLunln to do.”

“You got a lot of
This confusion exists
in the general public and within the
community itse Al Pe nplv are tln(mm:r
words around without having a clear
understanding of what they mean. The

introduction of the term, erossdresser

just added to the confusion. I don't
know how m;m_\' times I've heard

pe (1pIt- say, “I'm not a transvestite, I'm
a crossdresser.” Well big guy, why are
vou wearing that dress?

Let’s start the definitions right
there. A transvestite (TV) is a person
who derives a satisfaction from wear-
ing the clothing of the opposite sex.
This satisfaction may be an all-over-
vour-body good feeling, a relief of
stress, erotic stimulation or all of the
above. The desire to engage in cross-
dressed behavior is most often present
at an early age and stays with the trans-
vestite for the rest of their life.

The politically correct started to use
crossdresser as the “proper” term in
order to avoid negative connotations
that had begun to accumulate around
the word, transvestite. Middle-aged
men with wives, families and an inex-
plicable desire to wear hair bows in
wigs that would really look better with-
out one, decided the word, “transves-
tite” conjured images of hot (as in
overtly sexual), five inch heeled hook-
ers with boob jobs and several social
diseases. ()ll\'i{}llsl)' the girls with bows
in there wigs couldn’t be related to the
street-walking transvestites so the
(Girl is

a term often used by members of the

word “crossdresser” was born.

crossdressing community to describe
themselves.)

Actually crossdresser is not a bad
word. It's useful in describing anyone
who wears clothing, considered I)\ s0-
ciety, to be appropriate to the ge nder
opposite their physical gender; for any
reason. Thus, we may say that a profes-
sional female impersonator (FI)
(someone who imitates a woman on
stage or screen for money), who would
not be caught dead in women’s cloth-
ing off stage, is, because he cross
dresses regularly, a crossdresser.
(Most FI's would disagree with this
due to their imperfect understanding
of transgender terminology.) He may
or may not be a transvestite. Someone
like Dame Edna, who cross dresses to
perform as a female character, could
be described as a crossdresser, but
again we have no idea if the motivation
to create that character came from
transvestism or theatrical flamboyance.

A transsexual is a person who has
always felt their physical gender does
not match the way they feel inside.
They may ¢ rossdress to look more like
the way thv\ feel, but they don’t get
the type of s.dtlsf.ictmn a transvestite
would from, “dressing up.” In fact,
most transsexuals are not that con-
cerned with clothing. Matching the
body with the mind is their number
one priority.

The myth that transvestism is a step
on the w. ay to tr.imst'\u.i]lt\ comes
about, in part, from the difficulty many
people experience in knowing s them-
selves. Early feelings of transsexuality
may be confused with homosexual
longings or transvestite feelings. It is
important to talk with qualified coun-
selors and peers who have “been
there” to sort out (‘\d(‘tl\ who you are.

To further confuse the issue, some
transvestites are having such a good
time being feminine and such a dull
time being men that they feel they
should have a sex change and live full
time as females. When daytime talk
fests do shows about “sex changes™
who have regrets and want to reverse
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the process. it's usually people who
have allowed their transvestite fantasy
to take them down the wrong road.
These people are called pseudo-
transsexuals. The Harry Benjamin
Standards of Care were written to help
professionals in the psychological and
medical fields sort out the true trans-
sexuals from the pseudo transsexuals.

True transsexuals are gender dys-
phoric. Gender dysphoria is a discom-
fort with one’s physical gender. This
differs from a transvestite’s feeling of
excitement at being dressed up. The
transvestite may not feel as good when
not “dressed” but acting like their
physical gender will not be uncomfort-
able for them. The gender dysphoric
may experience anything from slight
discomfort to outright loathing of their
physical gender. The treatment for a
severe gender dysphoria is SRS.

SRS stands for Sex Reassignment
Surgery. Often referred to as The Op-
eration, SRS is more nccurut(-l}' de-
scribed as several procedures. More
procedures are required for a female-
to-male than for an M-to-F. (The ini-
tials are often used to describe indi-
viduals who are crossing the gender
border. M-to-F for male-to-female and
F-to-M for female-to-male. The initials
may be used for both transsexuals and
transvestites but are most often used
for transsexuals.)

Of course this short article can’t
cover all the words used by people in
and around the transgender commu-
nity. For example, Drag queens (gay
transvestites who always go for glam-
our looks, or, more commonly among
vounger queens, wild and trashy club
looks) have their own tvrmumlotr\ that

can get so (mnplmulvd I won't even try
to get into it girlfriend.

What do you call a TG person who
has breasts and a penis? If she comes
from a middle class background she is
a transgenderist. If she is lower on
the class ladder, she is a she-male.
Here is a case where the words de-

continued on page 20
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by Robyn Dormer

At last we come to the nadir of comic
book crossdressing—]Jimmy Olsen her-
self. Jimmy is the reason I began this
whole series in the first place. It was
about a vear ago that editor Angela
Gardner did a write-up on a photocopy
she had received of a Jimmy Olsen
story in which he masqueraded as a
gangster’'s moll.  Angela stated that
there were at least two other instances
of Olsen in drag and if anyone had cop-
ies to send them in. As a comic fan from
way back, 1 owned those issues and
many other instances of crossdressing/
transgenderism in comics. When 1
opened my comic store and used mv
collection as back stock, those prized is-
sues and the other titles I've reported
on were the only books not for sale.

Now that the store is closing, 1 will
be donating them to the Renaissance li-
brary and I am focusing full attention
on my new career as a “document con-
trol clerk,” not a “secretary.” (Editor’s
Note: Oops!) This will be the last in-
stallment of TG Characters in the
Comics. And who better to end the se-
ries than with the person most respon-
sible for it in the first place—Miss
Jimmy Olsen.

It was Superman’s Pal Jimmy Olsen
issue #95, cover date S(-pt('ml)(-r. 1966
that the “Miss Jimmy Olsen” story An-

f_{(‘l:l rvpm'tvd on first uppvurcd. IFor
summation,

those who missed her
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Jimmy leen' Queen Of Comics

Jimmy  decides  to  investigate  Big
Monte” McGraw, the ex-racketeer sus-
pected of being the mastermind behind
a large jewelry heist. Since no one is al-
lowed into the theater Jimmy just saw
Big Monte enter. Jimmy decides to get

close to MeGraw by disguising himself

as a girl and trving out for the chorus
line of the “Metropolis Follies™ show
that McGraw is producing. Jimmy pulls
a dress and wig from his disguise trunk.,
(cleverly labeled “disguise trunk” to dis-
tinguish it from his other trunks) and
heads for the audition. His ability to
catch a thrown baseball lands him a job
in the chorus. He introduces himself as
Julic Ogden and is offered a place to

| Ty wws FOR THE PLANET N 115

Leslie Lowe

— ——

live at the apartment of Big Monte's
girlfriend Maisie. Maisie is not thrilled
with sharing her place with this pretty
newcomer, and besides, she already has
a chimpanzee for a roommate.

“Julie” Maisie tell Big
Monte not to worry about the rubies:

overhears

she hid them in her apartment where
m)lm(l}' will ever find them. After (lup-
ing Maisie with sleeping powder clev-
erlv concealed somewhere on his femi-
nized self, he searches her apartment to
no avail. Did I mention that Maisie has
a pet chimpanzee? Or a small electric
fan that appears in every shot inside the

apartment that is never turned off? Or

that Jimmy’s girlfriend Lucy

(Lois™ sister) lives in the apartment
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Lane

downstairs? Or that Jimmy is supposed
to be watching Luey’s pet Great Dane
while she is away? And that the ham-
|mr«_:¢-rjimmy pr(-p:lrt'(l for Maisie with
the sleeping powder in it was actually
dog food he snitched from Lucy's ice-
box? All of these plot elements in just
five pages!

The next day. Julie wakes up and af-
ter donning the same dress as the day
before heads off to practice where Big
Monte takes a shine to her. He tells her
to borrow an evening gown from Maisie
because they're doing the town that
night. McGraw arrives and makes Julie
remove her crummy old man’s watch,
replacing it with a diamond watch and a
new mink coat. Julie likes the watch so
much, she covers it up with elbow
length evening gloves and they head
out to dinner. The evening ends in a
kiss and the next day, Big Monte is so
smitten by Julie that he proclaims her
the future Mrs. McGraw. Until he sees
that Adaumns apple...

As if this story wasn't priceless
enough, there's a wonderful shot of Su-
perman unplugging that pesky electric
fan with his super-breath!

This was not Olsen’s first foray into
female impersonation, however. Jimmy
Olsen donned drag in the March, 1963
issue (#67) in a story titled Leslie Lowe,
Girl Reporter. Jimmy is upset that his
girlfriend Lucy makes twice as much as
he does

“several hundred

(she makes

Mr. Action

DARE I




Comics

dollars a month”) he quits his job at the
Daily Planet, believing he'll land a bet-
ter job at the Globe. The Globe just
hired a new girl reporter and doesn’t
need anvbody else, so Jimmy decides
since everybody seems to be hiring
airls, he'll apply for his old Planet re-
porter job as a girl. Into the trunk (Dis-
guises, Property of J. Olsen) he goes
and soon, in tight blouse, flaring skirt,
“desire me” lipstick, and straight stock-
ing seams, Olsen is on the streets, fend-
ing off advances from leering men.
Perry White hires her on the spot
and despite Jimmy’s best efforts to look
like a dumb dame (which would make
Perry want to hire Jimmy back as soon
as possible) he becomes a prize em-
plovee. He is treated to lunch with Lois
Lane, is attacked with a salad bowl by a
jealous wife, takes a bath in the bathtub
of a model home in an exhibit (the
home is for sale for $25,000), and re-
ceives candy and flowers from his boss.
After being offered a five year con-
tract, Jimmy has had enough and ex-
poses himself, slamming his wig onto
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Perry’s desk. Lois and Clark Kent enter
the office and they all have a good
laugh. They knew it was him the whole
time! He had forgotten to remove his
Superman Signal-watch! You'd think
that after that episode he would re-
member to take it off when he became
Julie Ogden some three years later.

The final episode of Jimmy Olsen in
feminine finery was in the August, 1973
issue (#159). Jimmy was in his mod pe-
riod, with long hair, bell bottoms and
white boots. In The Day They Un-
masked Mr. Action, Jimmy is forced to
hide from the masquerade squad he
had helped establish for the police de-
partment because someone tipped off
the police commissioner that Olsen has
been selling their anti-crime plans to
the underworld. An apparently guilty
Olsen dives out of a second floor win-
dow, does a cartwheel in mid-air and
escapes from police headquarters.

On the lam, Jimmy decides there is
no way to escape the masquerade
squad, because anybody he meets
could be one of the cops in disguise. He
tries to hide out in an abandoned build-
ing but there are “three crooked profes-
sional gamblers” in there shooting dice.
Since Olsen once helped get them all

tossed in the clink. they throw him out
on his ear.

Desperate. Olsen buys some sec-
ond-hand threads from “Sam’s Used
Clothing” store and dresses in an alley
in a striped sweater, pink mini-skirt.
stockings and pink pumps. With a little
make-up and awig, he looks “like a slick
chick.” He decides to see if his get-up
will rate a wolf whistle from three guys
on a corner and he sashays past... and
wait, it's the same three guys who
booted him out of the abandoned
building! Jimmy answers their lewd and
lascivious remarks with a “How DARE
you?!” and smashes them in the kisser
with his second-hand purse.

Continuing on, Jimmy spots a mem-
ber of the masquerade squad masquer-
ading as a hot dog vendor. Putting ev-
erything on the line, he makes the
ultimate test of his disguise and orders
a weenie, with mustard and relish.
What he gets is gun in his face and his
wig yanked off! It seems Jimmy Olsen,
Mr. Action, the man of many disguises,
FORGOTTO REMOVE HIS DAMN
MAN'S WRIST WATCH! Thus endeth
the career of Jimmy Olsen, female im-

personator. !3

Letters
% to the

Editor

In the December 1994 issue the
lead story, “Community Alliance
Forms,” reported the cooperative
outreach effort undertaken at the
NASW convention by AEGIS, IFGE,
Outreach Institute, Renaissance and
Tri-Ess. As a social work professor,
and advocate for transgendered
issues/community, | can not stress
strongly enough the importance of
this alliance; and the subsequent and
long overdue education of social work
professionals regarding these
community issues. Social work is a
profession comprised of four basic

arenas of practice: enabling (counsel-
ing), brokering (directing one to
appropriate resources), advocacy, and
activism (bringing about change
through advocacy).

Although through the four realms
of the profession one may come by
the impression that social workers
are open minded, accepting-change
agents who are sagacious, knowledge-
able, and empathetic of all diversity;
which much to my chagrin is not true.
Social workers are human beings who
maintain their own opinions, ideals,
ideology, and beliefs— often unwar-
ranted and exacerbated by their own
religiosity, close mindedness, or
blatant ignorance, resulting from a
lack of knowledge regarding a particu-
lar subject matter. As with any human
faction this is certainly not the rule or
the norm, and there are many social
workers who have attempted to
augment change from within the micro
to macro levels of the profession.
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As an example, social work profes-
sors at St. Cloud University in St.
Cloud, Minnesota have attempted to
be the gatekeepers of the profession
by barring entrance into the social
work program of anyone who has anti
or negative feelings toward the
transgendered community. Albeit this
my be laudable and relative to the
cause, not to mention applauded by
the Gay Association of Social Workers
(GASW), it certainly is not the
answer. While this faction of profes-
sionals have utilized their professional
abilities to advocate and initiate
change, they may very well have
violated their professional ethics
through their own close mindedness
regarding the diversity of other's
beliefs; but | do believe that you have
to start somewhere. Unfortunately by
gate keeping only social work stu-
dents there are still many other social
(behavioral) science professionals who

continued on next page
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Dr. William R. Stayton answers your questions in a monthly column.
Send questions to PO Box 530, Bensalem, Pa. 19020

Dear Dr. Bill:

| have a delicate medical problem
that is hard to bring up with my regular
M.D. because of my crossdressing. |
hope that you can give me some infor-
mation. | have been crossdressing for a
number of years and most of the time
that I'm dressed | “tuck” my genitals.
Lately, | have been having a slight, ach-
ing kind of pain above my right testicle.
| have mentioned it to friends who say
it sounds like a hernia developing. My
father has had a hernia and needed
surgery to correct it. The operation
doesn't worry me, what has me worried
is, how will a hernia (that’s what it is)
affect my ability to tuck. Will | be
doomed to wearing big, loose skirts
from now on?

Worried.

Dear Worried:

First of all, it is very important that
you have a checkup immediately by
your physician to find out the cause of
the ache in your testicle. It may or may
not be related to a developing hernia. If
it is a hernia and you do need surgery to
repair the hernia, it is likely that you
will be able to continue vour “tucking”
process, unless there is scar tissue. Yon
will need to start the tucking process
carefully, starting with maybe 10 min-
utes around the house, then gradually
building up the time until you can tuck
as long as vou do now.

Dear Dr. Bill:

| am a crossdresser. | have been out
of the closet for a couple of years and
have had a lot of fun. My problem is
that lately | have trouble getting moti-
vated to dress and go out. | don't feel
like going through all the trouble just
to have dinner or hang out in a bar. The
urge just isn't as strong as it once
was. Will | feel like it again or have |
used up all my crossdressing desire?

Cindy

Dear Cindy:

You have asked a very important
question. It is likely that you will feel
the desire again sometime in the fu-
ture. Nobody knows why the urge to
crossdress may come and go through-
out life. For some crossdressers the de-
sire is strongest when the person is
tense or under pressure. Crossdressing
can be a way of reducing the tension
and creating a real sense of relaxation.
Others crossdress for erotic purposes
and may no lnnuvr need to get an erotic
charge and thus lose their reason for
crossdressing. 1 have had clients who
have gone vears between times when
they desire to crossdress. I am sure that
there are other reasons \\'ll_\' persons
mav lose their interest in crossdressing.
If yvou are concerned, it may be helpful
to talk with a gender therapist to get in-
\'izllt into why vou have lost VOur cross-

dressing desire.

also come into contact with the
transgendered on a day-to-day basis.
This then pose the question— can we
or should we gate keep the profes-
sions of psychology, psychiatry, the
clergy, or anyone else who does
professional counseling? This would be
impossible. It's also noteworthy that
the NASW has not condoned nor
condemned the actions of the social
work faculty at St. Cloud University
but should be applauded for coming
to the realization that these issues
should be addressed at the future

' NASW convention in Philadelphia.

The question then becomes what
does this all mean for us in the
transgendered community? Consider

| that 60% of all therapeutic counseling
| done in the U.S. is done by social

Unemployed? Underemployed?

Ben Franklin said, “The Lord helps those that help themselves.” Renaissance is
going to try and help the transgendered who are unemployed or under-employed.
Announcing: Renaissance Job Match, a national employment resource cen-
ter. If you are looking for work send a resume or brief description of what type of em-
ployment you want. Make sure you include a way for us to contact you. If you arein a
position to offer employment or let someone know of a job opening send a description
of the position. Maybe we can make a match. To be included in the Job Match files
send your information to: Renaissance Job Match, ¢/o Renaissance, 987 Old Eagle

School Rd, Suite 719, Wayne, PA 19087
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workers, 20% being done by psycholo-
gists, 10% by psychiatrists, and the
remaining 10% being done by the clergy
and various other groups of social
scientists, and/or others. Presently
where do they base their information
when dealing with a transgendered
individual— the DSM IV. Although
many of your readers may be unaware
of the exact nomenclature of the DSM
IV, it offers a nosology for diagnosing
and treating diseases, and then
allows the treating individual to place
a label or stereotype on upon anyone
who deviates from the norm—
whatever that is, and falls into the
subsequent category. Are we diseased
or are we being ourselves? | would
rather believe that we are being

| ourselves i.e., who we are; but these

myths, labels, and stereotypes must
be broken and dispelled. A good
example of this comes from the
February 1995 issue in “News Beat"—
Perversion |s As Perversion Does,
when Suzanne asked, “...if that means
that the transgendered are now
acceptable company... reading a lot of
behavioral science crap in the sixties
and seventies that we were, ‘a rank
below child molesters.”™

One may now question who reads
this behavioral science crap? The
answer is social workers, psycholo-



gists, etc.— those in the treating
profession who can bring about
change and initiate acceptance for
the transgendered community—
meaning each and every one of us.
What can we do? Continue to unite,
educate, support our cause and be
proud of who we are and what we are
because this IS who we are. | person-
ally ask all sisters of Renaissance to
support the tg community in conjunc-
tion with the NASW’s up coming
conference in Philadelphia so that we
can become the first class citizens
that we are— not some anomaly of
nature. We're not going to change, but
we can make a change. I'll be there
dressed as Sharon, and if I'm recog-
nized— so be it. It's worth the chance
that I'm forced to take as an advo-
cate, an activist, and a social worker—
- for all of us.

In conclusion | offer a quote from
Abraham Maslow (1966) who was the
father of the “Humanistic Approach™ in
psychology— a theory utilized by social
workers of the time (as well as today):
“Self-actualized people have a lack of
fear of their own insides, of their own
impulses, emotions, thoughts. This lack
of fear enables them to live joyfully and
comfortably. Through integrating our
gender identity into our whole person,
we can come to be comfortable in our
own skin.”
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Sincerely,

Sharon Lynne Strayline, LMSW

Dear Editors,

| am a supportive wife of a cross-
dresser and | spend numerous hours
volunteering [in the tg community].

Several months ago a crossdress-
ing friend of mine who knows | am very
active with various animal groups sent
me a copy of the article on Premarin
that was published in the October,
1994 issue of Renaissance News &
Views. | was upset to read in the
January issue that the article on the
“Suffering Behind Premarin” was not
taken seriously.

After reading that article, |
immediately went out and made
dozens of copies of “The Suffering
Behind Premarin™ and mailed them to
various animal groups | am involved
with to make sure they are aware of
this cruelty to animals. | even sent a
copy to the Humane Society of the
United States which is a national
organization which tries to oversee
the humane treatment of all animals.
Several local animal organizations in
the San Antonio area have since
published similar articles and hope-
fully a letter campaign has resulted. |
have also sent the article to the
national Appaloosa Horse Club in
Moscow, Idaho which publishes a
monthly journal to over a thousand

!

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months.

Private, professional counseling for drug, alcohol,
gambling, sex & food addicfions. Insurance accepted.
Mary Reynolds DDV, CAC 215-7444777.

Furniture, Appliances, Household goods, Records,
Antiques, Toy trains and other goodies - Bought and
Sold - Beth Marshal: 610-259-4945 - Leave a message

Crossdressing blues band forming in the Philadelphia
area. Need drummer with a nice frock. For information
call Terri at 215-232-7551.

Ladiesgarments and lingerie for sale. Reasonable prices.
Call Terri for details. 215-232-7551.

Need a place to dress or store clothing? Call Marilyn,
610-446-0799.

Your classified ad could be here.
Just $3 for 3 lines for 3 months.
Contact the editor.

% Sandi's
Hair,
Nail &
Body
Salon

8006 Veree Rd.
Philadelphia, PA 19111

215-722-0282
Beeper 618-4918

Private Appointments Available

members. | am waiting to see if they
will publish something in regards to
this cruelty to horses.

I have not quite reached that point
in life where | may need to take
estrogen supplements but when that
time comes | will ask my doctor for an
alternative. | do know that thereis a
homeopathic estrogen that comes
from a wild yam and believe the name
of the product is Progest.

Every day there seem to be more
and more members of the community
who think they are transsexuals or
that hormone treatment will change
their life. What little | have been
involved in these situations has made
me realize that these people are not
willing to listen to reason. They are
bound and determined to take
whatever is necessary to make them
look like a woman and the suffering
that may result from this is just too
bad. All they seem to care about is
how large their bosom will grow, as if
breasts makes one a woman.

| just recently had the experience to
speak with a crossdresser who is
going to start taking hormones and |
asked her to please read this article
that was in RN&Y about the suffering
of mares and their foals in order to
produce Premarin. | was told that she
would read the article but it would not

continued on back page

PERMANENT
PROFESSIONAL

HAIR
REMOVAL

...because this
unwanted problem
could unnecessarily
last forever

JOAN BENCAN
ELECTROLYSIS

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield

609-645-8618

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
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scribe the same thing but the connota-
tion of “she-male” puts that individual
in a different class. Connotations can
get you in trouble in all areas of the
tr;msgvn(l('r('mnnumi(_\‘ As stated be-
fore, some crossdressers don't like the
connotation of the word “transvestite.”
Drag queens don’t want to be called
crossdressers, since they don’t see the
connection between their glamour and
the CD’s desire to pass. (Have people
think you are a genetic female.) Of
course, only the most blatant babes
among us revel in being called chicks
with dicks. (That one’s meant to be
derogatory but I kind of like it.) Just
remember, like the Bee Gees once
sang “it’s only words”. If someone uses
one of these words to describe you,
and you don’t like it, p()lilcl) correct
them and g0 on about your business.
You will have the satisfaction of know-
ing what label you prefer.
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Renaissance News & Views

Renaissance Gets Wired

News & Views Editors on the Inter-
net: Km-ping pace with modern tech-
nology. Renaissance is ll.lpp} to an-
nounce you can now send your
Letters-to-the Editor and other sub-
missions via email. Our Editors invite
those with an urge to communicate to
address their electronic missives to:
bensalem@cpen.com. Since electronic
mail is so much easier than writing a

letter. going to the post office, standing
in line, paving for the stamps, eteetera,
Ms. Gardner may not only run your
clectronic letter in News & Views, but
dash off a quick reply via the Internet.
JoAnn Roberts announced she is
opening a World Wide Web site for
her business which will include much
information about Renaissance and
the ;ll)ilit_\' to send email to the group.

Human Dimensions
Gender Education
Need help answering your tough

gender questions? Individual & group
sessions with Dr. Lee Etscovitz.

PO Box 471 » Willow Grove « PA 19090
215-657-1560

e Also

Layaways

609

Debra’s Closet

Fashionable Consignments
New Designer Fashions

VISA * MasterCarde Discover Card
& AMEX Accepted

486-9636

Hargrove Plaza
2673 Haddonfield Road
Pennsuaken, \] 08110

CROSSDRESSERS

Discount Mail Order Specialists

Experience the difference!
Affordable prices and reliable,

caring service.

* Exotic lingerie & hosiery,
through 4X and Tall.

¢ Corsets & Foundations.

e Cosmetics — Beard Cover

* Wigs & Breast Forms

* Maid Uniforms

* Bondage Cear

¢ Latex — Fetish Items

* Videos, storybooks,
and magazines

* All novelty producits,
and much more!

Send $12.00 for catalog A to:

BEST VALUE PRODUCTS
PO Box 156

Wyncote, PA 19095-0156
Catalog mailed discreetly!




Wandering The Web

wired. There is a similar volume for
PCs. The most important piece of soft-
ware you need is a system extension
called TCP/IP which stands for Tele-
communications Control Protocol/In-
ternet Protocol. Remember, 1 said the
Internet is like a phone system? In the
case where you use the Shell account,
vou're IP address (phone number) is
actually the Host's address and the
Host knows who you are. But with a
SLIP/PPP account, you need your own
IP address. The TCP/IP system exten-
sion is where you will store this infor-
mation. On Macs, the latest System 7.5
software includes this extension as
MacTCP. If your Mac runs an earlier
system, get the book because it in-
cludes MacTCP. For PCs, 1 presume
the PC edition of the book contains a
similar extension. IBM’s OS/2 Warp
apparently has TCP/IP built in and the
much touted Windows95 will also have
TCP/IP built into it. So, once this ex-
tension is installed in your computer,
vour service provider will give you a
series of IP addresses. These look
something like this “192.222.15.00".
One address will be for your machine,
one will be for their mail server, one
for their news server and maybe a few
extras. Follow the directions in the
book and you won’t go wrong. In addi-
tion to all these numbers, you will get
an email address that looks like:
name@provider.com. Mine is:
cdspub@omni.voicenet.com. This ad-
dress is very important since you will
use it to log in to other systems and
other people will use it to contact you.
Okay, next step is to access your
SLIP account, but you won't do this
via the telecomm program as before.
At least for the Mac, there is a little
program called InterSLIP that does
the call and log-in automatically. The
program runs a script (an ASCII text
file) that will be provided to you by
vour service provider. If you have to
type the seript manually, be very care-
ful to type evervthing s exactly as it is
given to vou. InterSLIP gives you
minimal feedback, but it does let you
know that you are logging in and that
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you are connected. Once you see the
word “connected” vou're on the net

The Internet books described pro-
vide vou with shareware programs that
let you send and receive email
(Eudora) and read newsgroups (like
soc.support.transgendered), and down-
load software from other Hosts (via
FTP or File Transfer Protocol). This
last part is important because you will
use it to find and download other soft-
ware products like Mosaic and Net-
scape Web browsers which is why we
went to all this trouble in the first
place. With SLIP/PPP you can read
newsgroups, send email and browse
the Web simultaneously.

I recommend g getting Netscape.
The address for the ftp site is
mcom.com and the directory you want
is /netscape/. Netscape is fairly large
so it may take a while to download, but
it is worth the wait. There are other
browsers, Mosaic being the most com-
mon and the most recognizable. There
are shareware Mosaic versions for
Mac, PC and Unix machines, but all
are buggy. Mosaic is available as share-
ware on CIS and AOL. Mosaic is also
available as a non-buggy commercial
product. Prodigy has it’s own Web
browser which is a version of WinWeb
and only for PCs. The Mac version of
WinWeb is MacWeb. (Catchy names,
huh?) But, everyone seems to agree
that Netscape is the best so far.

Web browsers use an address called
a URL or Uniform Resource Locator
and they look like this — http:/home.
mcom.com/welcome.html — (this is
not a legitimate URL by the way).

Crank up Netscape and you will see
a special “Welcome” button at the top
of the window that will take you right
to Netscape’s Home Page.

The first thing you will notice about
a Web page are words that are under-
lined and in blue. These are links to
other sites. Embedded invisibly within
the text are URL: for other locations.
Click on one of the links and you will
be connected to that site. More magic.

The other thing about Web pages
that make them so neat are the graph-
ics. Web pages can also have sound
and movies embedded. Most browsers
require “helper” applications to hear

21

sounds and play movies. The “Read
me” files that come with the Browsers
and the Netscape Home Page will give
you more information on these helpers
and let you download them directly
from i]u' Internet.

Okay, so let’s drop back a step. 1
said you could get to the Web without
graphics through Lynx. There are
other ways to get to the Web with the
graphics t]lroug_,h a Shell account, but
your service provider has to play along.

For both Mac and PC, there is TIA,
The Internet Adapter. Think of this
program as a three prong plug to two
prong plug adapter. Place the TIA files
in your Shell account directory and run
TIA from inside the Shell. You can
now crank up Netscape or Mosaic and
surf the Web. There are two caveats
with TIA. First, your service providt‘r
must have TIA running on their system
(DSC does not run TIA), and second,
TIA does not allow multiple simulta-
neous connections, although this is
probably not a big deal. TIA is share-
ware and will cost you $25. FTP it
from marketplace.com, and the direc-
tory is /tia/docs.

For Windows-only users, there is
SlipKnot which will work from a Shell
account as long as your provider has
Lynx too. SlipKnot, from MacroMind
will let you browse the Web but does
not support forms or email. It will let
you FTP files, though. SlipKnot is $29
for non-commercial users. FTP the
files from netcom.com in directory
/pubpbrooks/slipknot.

Once you get on the Net, this will
all become second nature. You'll be
cruising the Library of Congress and
surﬁng the waves of data in New

Zealand in no time.

The tg community is on the Web
too. A really neat pld(.(‘ of interest to
the tg community is the Above & Be-
yond Mall at http://199.170.0.46/.
Chris Wells has done a fine job of cre-
ating a marketplace to serve some of
our needs. Both ETVC and the Diablo
Valley Girls have really nice Web sites
and I believe they are the first tg orga-
nizations on the Web. So, go get wired
and explore. I leave it to you to find
the many other tg Web sites.



/)g/ j(u'/\'i('-

Put on your Easter Bonnet, with all
the [rills upon it. and be the grun(lvx(
Creat

words. and it seems that bonnets or

lady in the Easter Parade

hats are Fack. Look around the fash-
ion stores and you will see more milli
nery than has been around for many a
year. 1l you are a catalog s]mplwr
Paula Young, the wig place, has a new
hat shop called “Paunla’s Hat Box™ and
of course you can get a free catalog by
writing to Paula Young, PO Box 453,
Brockton, MA 02403-9967 or call 1
S00-343-9695.

There was no mail this month to an-
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Shopping With Jackie

wanted (grin). Come on gals, (Irnly a
note and share your sources. Remem-
ber, this is a national column. I you

know a great l»l;u':- to find bargains in

Louisiana, California or Atlanta. let me

know and I'll pass the info on to my
readers.

Last month I told you about Sup-
port Plus. Since then I have gotten
their catalog and ' illl‘)l'(‘.‘v\l'(] with
the selection and prices 'liln"\ have
nice prices on support hose, girdles,
bras., garter belts, shoes (to 12), and
other miscellaneons items. l(')'t>||
need these lllings. call for a catalog at
1-500-229-2910.

Chadwicks of Boston, one of iy

[avorite ('.1r.||m_: houses has added an
SO0 number (1-800-525-6650) which
SIVES CXpensive toll calls. (We are bar-
gain shoppers, right?) Chadwicks’s is
great for outerwear with dresses from
$19.00 and most items in the $29.00
or less category. Their clothing is nice
and they offer great service. Sizes of-
fered are from small to X1 (20).

Keep vour eyes open for bargains
and let me know about them. Drop
me anote in care of Slmpping at: Re-
naissance. PO Box 530, Bensalem, PA
19020. I'll pass them on to the rest of
our readers and we'll all save money
and look fabulous. So, until next {3

time... Happy Shopping.

Coming Events Calendar

swer. It makes me feel like I'm not

April

20-23  3rd Annual Moonlight In Manhattan. in
New York City. Call: 212-765-3561

20-23  California Dreamin’ 95, in Burbank, Ca
lif. Call: T14-779-9013

21-22  First Annual Transgender & Transsexual
Health Conference, in New York City
Call: 212-620-7310

May

17-21  CDS Paradise In The Poconos. 10th An-
niversary. Call 610-640-9449

17-21  Esprit in Port Angeles, Wash. Write: Es-
prit, PO Box 873, Kirkland, WA 95083

June

7-11  The 13th annual Be All 1995 in Cincin-

nati, Ohio. Contact Crossport, PO Box
54657, Cincinnati, OH 45154

June
14-18  4th Annual Transgender Law & Policy
Conference in Houston, Texas. Contact
Phyllis Randolph Frve, 5707 Firenza St
Hosuton, TX 77035

July

26-30  The Third Annual SPICE in Memphis,
Tenn. Write, PO Box 24031, Little
Rock, AR 72221

September

14-17  CDS Paradise In The Poconos. CDS
Paradise In The Poconos. Call 610-640-
9449

27-30  Southern Comfort Conference in At-

lanta, Ceorgia. Write. PO Box 77591,
Atlanta, CA 30357

October

5-9 Titfany Club Fall Fling on Cape Cod
Write: TCNE, PO Box 2283, \Woburn,
MA 01888, or call (617)-891-9325

21st Annual Fantasia Fair held in Prov-
incetown, Mass. Write: FanFair Regis-
trar, PO Box 941, SE PA 19087

25-29  Fall Harvest sponsored by MAGGIE,
Mid-America Gender Group Informa-
tion Exchange. Write: PO Box 9433, St

Louis, 63117

31 Henri David's Hallowe'en Ball in Phila-
delphia. The largest Hallowe'en party on
the East Coast, Call: 215-732-7711

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 « Tue. - Wed. - Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30
215-788-2857

Ballow's Stees Tuc.

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths
and Hard to Fit Sizes
Private Fitting If Desired

Morty & Marlene Silverstein
Neil & Cheryl Gervon

308 Mill Street
Bristol, PA 19007

... Electrolysis. I've been through it.
I can help you through it.”

Jenell A. Ashlie

Professional Electrolysis

Chester, Pa. 19013 61087222091
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Gold Disposalwle Probes
Open Tues thru Sumlay
Day & Eves appointments

§

Barbara A. Susinno R.N. CPE.
Jessica Lynn Porter CPE.

Main Street Electrolog’y

Members and Supporters of Renaissance

(908)341.7524
Multi-Pin Galvanic and the Blend

802 Main St # 4/A Toms River, N.J.

l A
imes M

Hou Styling / s

Hair Extensions e Waxing
Beauty Consutting / Make-Up

609) 783- 1468
Tina Eclhardt

Hidden Fantasies

Intimate Apparel
Sizes Small to 4X

Everything from the Romantic to the Erotic
Silicone Breast Forms—$99.95
Large Size Shoes Available!

1911 Main St.
Northampton

610-262-2814
Hours — Mon & Sat: 11 - 5; Tue - Fri: 11 -8

TELEPHONE (215) 547-9417

Perms ¢ Coloring
Relaxers e Wig Care

RONALD GOLDSTEIN, PH.D.

LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

BUCKS MEDICAL CENTER
SUITE 12
1723 WOODBOURNE ROAD
LEVITTOWN, PA 19057

OFFICE HOURS
BY APPOINTMENT

@Wﬁ 5 Q ‘

(2948
C

Large Selection
René of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor
and more.

Call for appointment
(610) 446-0799
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make any difference to her because
Premarin was the only one that would
do the trick! All | can hope for now is
maybe this crossdresser will help to
clean off the table the next time she
comes over for dinner.

Being a woman comes from the
inside, it is part of our soul and no
amount of chemicals can change that.
So listening to a crossdresser tell me
about his femininity and womanhood
makes me want to vomit when he can
condone this type of suffering. | am
sorry you wasted editorial space in
your newsletter thinking that trans-
gendered people would take heed. |
have decided to spend my time talking
to my genetic female friends about
this situation. Thank goodness the
November issue of Yogue magazine
carried an article about Premarin. At
least real women will listen to reason
and open their hearts to this suffer-
ing. You should be commended for
being the first to publish this article
about Premarin but unfortunately it
fell on deaf ears.

| plan to take copies of your article
to the Texas “T" party for distribution
and hope you will do the same when
you attend the International Congress
on Gender, Crossdressers, and Sex
Issues. Hopefully, some members of
the medical society will read the
article and prescribe something
besides Premarin for these men who
think they are real women. Unfortu-
nately even the medical society is
hard to convince since they are only
looking for a way to make an easy buck
to make the payment on their wife's
Mercedes!

Sincerely,

Bonnie B., [} Texas

Dear Bonnie,

The article you mention was written
by another Bonnie, Bonnie
was published first in the Redwings
Horse Sanctuary Summer Newsletter.
We were the first to bring it to the
attention of the TG community in the
U.S. (TransEssex published it in the
U.K.) It was not a waste of editorial

nd
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space sinee you took the sulfering ol
these poor animals to heart and have
taken it upon yvoursell to make the
cfforts you ontlined.

Unfortunately 1 have runacross that
same male pigheadedness in some of
the Renaissance members 1 discussed
the article with. They told me they
were going to take Premarin and let

the horses be damned. Thank vou for
pointing out how unfeminine their
selfishness is. What good is looking like
awoman if vou have no sensitivity?
Keep up the good work.

Dear Ms. Gardner,

| have just recently received a copy
of the February, 1995 Renaissance
News & Views. Excellent publication
ladies. | think it's really neat! | enjoyed
all of the articles especially the
swimsuit page. | want to compliment
all of the ladies appearing in the
swimsuit section. Yery awesome! You
are all very sexy. I'd like to extend a
special compliment to Dina—you are
tremendously sexy.

Back to reality. At present, due to
the fact I'm incarcerated, I'm not able
to subscribe at this time. I'm working
on it and hope to be able to subscribe
within a month or so.

It's amazing. All my life I've felt
that | was alone. | felt | was the only
person on Earth who would sneak brief
moments attired as the girl I've
always dreamed of being.

| never had the courage to publicly
display my true self. But | want to so
badly! | have worked hard on removing
myself from the idiotic male stigma
which has been relevant to us all
throughout the formative years.

It's well past time that the real me
rises above society's demand of place
and role, grab up my heels and purse
and sashay forth into the existence |
desperately desire! Which is my
ultimate goal for my future. | ‘m
seriously committed to being a
woman and | hope to become a
member of your organization as soon
as possible. Once again, thanks for
your courage ladies!

Oh, by the way, awesome pose on
the beach Angela!

Yours in sisterhood,

Corrine
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Dear Angela,

It is a pleasure for us to see that
members of the other support groups
with which we exchange newsletters
are actually reading and using some
of the information we print. We here in
Nashville are justifiably proud of the
long established performing tradition
of our local gender community which
has produced two Miss Gay USA’s
and one Miss Continental.

While the old bars mentioned in our
January newsletter are now closed,
including The Other Side where | saw
my first drag show in 1977, we have
several that are second to none. The
Connection, which opened in its new
location in November, is supposed to
be the largest gay-owned nightclub in
the entire country. It will host the
National Entertainer of the Year
Pageant this August. Furthermore, a
new club called Cowboys La Cage,
which is scheduled for opening this
June, has been getting a lot of media
attention lately, including a story on
Entertainment Tonight featuring Reba
McEntire with the two Reba imperson-
ators. The club will also feature a Cher,
Liza Minelli, Barbara Streisand, and
three Tina Turners (Ed.Note: Three
Tinas, no waiting!) in addition to the
expected lineup of country music
stars.

We hope that anyone who comes to
Nashville for business or pleasure, or
is just passing through the area for
any reason (1996 Atlanta Olympics?)
will take the time to visit us and see
all that Tennessee's Capitol City has
to offer. We have a lot more here than
just the Grand Ole Opry.

Sincerely,

Marisa Richmond

Board Chair Tennessee Yals

(and unofficial Chamber of

Commerce Representative)
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Please Note:

The contents of this newsletter are
copyrighted. If you want to reprint an
article you see here, please contact

the editor for permission. Most likely,
we’ll say “Yes” but you do have to ask
us first.






