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e kicked off the Indian Independence

Day Weekend festivities with a
poster-making party at APICHA (Asian and
Pacific Islander Coalition on HIV/ AIDS,
Inc.) with Javid, Saeed, Richard, Roy,
Ananya, Dimple, Jaishri, and I where we
did our best to make the most provocative,
incisive, colorful posters. We were also
joined by a New York Times photographer
who documented our session. We were
already in the midst of a media frenzy with
press coverage in Newsday and brief men-
tions on Channel 4 and Channel 7 News.
Although Newsday provided a well-balanced
story {thanks Jungwon!) the TV news stories
provided a brief addendum regarding
SALGA to their self-congratulatory pieces on
30 years of Indian Independence (i.e., see the
recent Indian issue of the New Yorker which
includes the most bizarre essay ever written
by our megalomaniacal Salman Rushdie).

n Saturday, thanks to FOIL (Forum of

Indian Leftists) we held a press confer-
ence at the Brecht Forum where the group
from the Youth Solidarity Summer was
concluding its week of workshops, perfor-
mances, and lectures. A dozen or so teenage
desi boys and girls from around the US
were being prepped for community
activism/ future academia, rather than the
more traditional paths of medicine, engi-
neering, etc. Why wasn’t there something
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he Pakistan Day parade was somewhat

better organized that the FIA's parade
{which would have been better run if
SALGA had been called upon to organize
it- if not just participate in it). It started on
time and completely caught SALGA folks
(all seven of them still trying to recover
from the night gone by) completely off
guard!! The other aspect of the organizing
that was perfect was the Police protection
that was {over) generously delivered this
time. We had pnme seating to enjoy the
full-view of the entire parade (all two-floats
of it). One thing | was trying to figure out
as I noticed some hoys who were— erhm . .
. apparently agitated by our presence— if so
very angry, boys, then why take so many
photos, hmmm?

he high point of the parade, for me, was

watching Atif leap—no—sail over the
barricade to join all the other Lahori
bhangra boyz who headed off the proces-
sion. Afterwards, we wandered down to the
mela (flanked by our police “protection™)
handing out SALGA flyers to a reasonably
receptive community. Many people actual-
ly stood around and read our fliers that we
had transiated into Urdu and some even
came back for more! We finished off the
day with a rendezvous at our sweet Shaheen
to celebrate the end of colenial rule in South
Asia over alu paratha and masala chai vic-
tory—desi style!

or those of you un-lucky ones who didn’t

make it to New York ~'ty, SALGA cele-
brated Pride weckend wilh great fanfare and
enthusiasm. The weekend started with a fab
reception at Javid's loft. The party was basi-
cally to welcome out-of-towners to the Big
Apple, and though the samosas were ¢ | and
cut into halves (heck, we are a small grass-
roots ofganization always in need of dona-
tions.... hint hint!), the atmosphere was warm
and many long-lasting friendships were
forged, if you know what I mean!

he “ladies™ spent the next day putting last

minute touches to their wigs and went out
hosiery shopping. What a bonding session,
like a masala version of “Waiting to Exhale”
Mean-while the boys { yes honey, we do have
a few of those in SALGA too) got the
SALGA-Mobile ready and operational for the
big day. All these activities were interrupted
by regular tea & samosa breaks at Shaheen’s.

inally, night fall, and it was time for the

much anticipated Pre-Pride SALGA
dance called “Color me Queer”, a fund-raiser
benefiting in part the Audre Lorde Project.
Needless to say, the dance floor was wall to
wall with gorgeous desi dames and dudes.
Not to forget the amazing drag queens who
provided much Glamah and Drama to the
floor. The boys and girls bumped and grinded
to the luscious grooves of D.J. Rekha into the
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Thurs-.'_. October 16th Monday. November 3rd Saturday, November 8th Saturday, December 6th

Shifting Grounds for
Asylum: A Symposium on
Female Genital Surgery
(FGS) & Sexual Orientation.
Time 30 pm—8:00 pm
Locatian: NYU School of
L aw, 240 Mercer St.

For more info: (212) 998-6374
This symposium examines
the role the U_S. asylum law
plays in the debate between
“universal” hurman rights
norms with “local” cultural val-
ues and practices and how
that plays itself out around
granting asylum to womean
fleeing FGS and people flea-
ing from anti-gay persecution.

WHe AuprE Loror Projoct's First Anniversary Gala

Persimmon Space: Coming
to Fruition and Coming Cut
Time: 6 pm—9pm

Location: Cendrillon,

46 Mercer 5t. (btwn Grand
and Brooma St)

For ticket reservation info:
{212) 620-7287 ext. 317

Join APICHA in celebrating the
opening of Persimmon Space,
the first NYC based Asian &
Pacific Islander HIV women’s
project fo serve APl women
who have sex with womaen,

SALGA Monthly Meeting
Time: 3:30 pm - 500 pm
Location: The Center, 208 W
13th. St. (btwn 7th and 8th)
This meeting will feature Giti
Thadani, one of the founding
members of the Sakhi, a les-
bian group in Delhi, India. Giti
has published work on the
ancient Indian gynefocal prac-
tices and traditions and how
they were subverted or sub-
sumed by the advent of patni-
lineal, phallocentric traditions.

South Asian Women's
Creative Colilective Event
Time: 6:30 pm — 10:00 pm
Location: To be announced
For more info call:

(212) 631-3532 or

email: SAWCC@juno.com
This evening will showcase
the works of various South
Asian artists. After the per-
tormances there will be a
panel discugsion on conser-
vatism in the South Asian
community.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25TH!
SALGA’s next fabulous fundraiser bash: THE 3RD ANNUAL DISCO DIWALI PARTY at
Studio 18 + 6 East 18th Street from 10pm to 3am. See enclosed flyer for more details

Directions to ALP
The Audre Lorde Project in the Lafayette

Saturday November 8th, 1997

Program (to begin promptly) 6:30-8:00 PM
Mingling and light reception 8:00-9:00 PM

Photo exhibit: Coloring Our Pathways:
People of Color Building Communities

Speakers and performers

KATHERINE ACEY
Executive Director of Astraca
Natipnal Lesbian Action Foundation

Dr. jacoueuine [N

Veteran activist

Dr. GLORIA L. JOSEPH
Black feminist writer & social activist

Diana
Latina spoken word and video artist

SHY WOMEN SINGERS

Native women's singing group
ReGie Capico

poet, performance artist

MC: Suitana

The Audre Lorde Project is a recently ceated
center for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two-Spirit,
and Transgender People of Color communities.

Initiated as an organizing effort by a coalition
of Leshian, Gay. Bisexual, Two-Spirit. and
Transgender (LGBTST) People of Color, The
Audre Lorde Project was first brought togeth-
er by advocates for Gay Men of Color {a
multi-racial network of gay men of color HIV
policy advocates) in 1994.

The vision for ALP grew out of the expressed
need for innovative and unified community
strategies to address the multiple issues
impacting LGBTST people of color
communities.

The Audre Lorde Project secured and moved
into its Fort Green home, in the parish house
of the Lafayette Avenue Preshyterian Church,
during the summer of 1996 and held a grand
opening celebration in November 1996.

Avenue Presbylerian Church (LAPC),

85 South Oxford Street, Brooklyn, NY

Take the A train to Lafayette Avenue—
South Oxord Street exit or take the
2.3.4.5.B.D.Q.N.R trains to Atlantic Pacific
Station—Hanson Place or LIRR exit

Space is limited. Reservations are strongly
encouraged. For ticket and contribution
information calt: {718) 596-0342

All proceeds will benefit The Audre Lorde
Project, [nc.

If you require child care. please call
(718) 596-0342 ext.|2 by Friday. October
31st to make arrangements.

THE AUDRE LORDE PROJECT, INC.
85 South Oxford Street, 3rd Floor
Brooklyn, New York 11217

Tel: 718-596-0342 * Fax: 718-596-1328
Community Info Line: (718) 596-0016

SALGA-NewYork is a social and poliucat group for lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, and ransgendered people who Lrace their descent from
countries such as Afghanisian, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma, Endia, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Tibet as weil as people of South Asian
descent from countries such as Guyana, Trinidad, Kenya, etc. Our monthly meetings are hekl on the second Saturday of each month lrom
3.30 to 5:30pm at the Lesbian and Gay Community Center 208 West 13th Street. Our meetings are open 10 South Asians only. All are wel-
come at our social events. For up to date info on SALGA events, call our voice mail line at 212-358-5132. For inquiries, leave your name
and number so your call can be retumned.





