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by Ashu 

We kicked off the Indian Independence 
Day Weekend festivities with a 

poster-making party at APICHA (Asian and 
Pacific Islander Coalition on HIV/ AIDS, 
Inc.) with Javid, Saeed, Richard, Roy, 
Ananya, Dimple, Jaishri, and I where we 
did our best to make the most provocative, 
incisive, colorful posters. We were also 
joined by a New York Times photographer 
who documented our session. We were 
already in the midst of a media frenzy with 
press coverage in Newsday and brief men­
tions on Channel 4 and Channel 7 News. 
Although Newsday provided a well-balanced 
story (thanks Jungwon!) the TV news stories 
provided a brief addendum regarding 
SALGA to their self-congratulatory pieces on 
50 years of Indian Independence (i.e., see the 
recent Indian issue of the New Yorker which 
includes the most bizarre essay ever written 
by our megalomaniacal Salman Rushdie). 

On Saturday, thanks to FOIL (Forum of 
Indian Leftists) we held a press confer­

ence at the Brecht Forum where the group 
from the Youth Solidarity Summer was 
concluding its week of workshops, perfor­
mances, and lectures. A dozen or so teenage 
desi boys and girls from around the US 
were being prepped for community 
activism/ future academia, rather than the 
more traditional paths of medicine, engi­
neering, etc. Why wasn't there something 

Continued on page 2 

by Ananya 

The Pakistan Day parade was somewhat 
better organized that the FIA's parade 

(which would have been better run if 
SALGA had been called upon to organize 
it- if not just participate in it). It started on 
time and completely caught SALGA folks 
(all seven of them still trying to recover 
from the night gone by) completely off 
guard!! The other aspect of the organizing 
that was perfect was the Police protection 
that was (over) generously delivered this 
time. We had prime seating to enjoy the 
full-view of the entire parade (all two-floats 
of it). One thing I was trying to figure out 
as I noticed some boys who were- erhm .. 
. apparently agitated by our presence- if so 
very angry, boys, then why take so many 
photos, hmmm? 

The high point of the parade, for me, was 
watching Atif leap-no--sail over the 

barricade to join all th~ other Lahori 
bhangra boyz who headed off the proces­
sion. Afterwards, we wandered down to the 
mela (flanked by our police "protection") 
handing out SALGA flyers to a reasonably 
receptive community. Many people actual­
ly stood around and read our fliers that we 
had translated into Urdu and some even 
came back for more! We finished off the 
day with a rendezvous at our sweet Shaheen 
to celebrate the end of colonial rule in South 
Asia over alu paratha and masala chai vic­
tory-desi style! 

by Faraz 

F or those of you un-lucky ones who didn't 
make it to New York City, SALGA cele­

brated Pride weekend with great fanfare and 
enthusiasm. The weekend started with a fab 
reception at Javid's loft. The party was basi­
cally to welcome out-of-towners to the Big 
Apple, and though the samosas were cold !lfld 
cut into halves (heck, we are a small grass­
roots organization always in need of dona­
tions .... hint hint!), the atmosphere was warm 
and many long-lasting friendships were 
forged, if you know what I mean! 

The "ladies" spent the next day putting last 
minute touches to their wigs and went out 

hosiery shopping. What a bonding session, 
like a masala version of "Waiting to Exhale'~ 
Mean-while the boys ( yes honey, we do have 
a few of those in SALGA too) got the 
SALGA-Mobile ready and operational for the 
big day. All these activities were interrupted 
by regular tea & samosa breaks at Shaheen's. 

Finally, night fall, and it was time for the 
much anticipated Pre-Pride SALGA 

dance called "Color me Queer", a fund-raiser 
benefiting in part the Audre Lorde Project. 
Needless to say, the dance floor was wall to 
wall with gorgeous desi dames and dudes. 
Not to forget the amazing drag queens who 
provided much Glamah and Drama to the 
floor. The boys and girls bumped and grinded 
to the luscious grooves of DJ. Rekha into the 
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INDIA DAY 
like this when I was growing up?! 

A t the press conference. SALGA was 
r-\,;oined by reps from SA WCC (South 
Asian Women's Creative Collec1ive), 
Workers Awaaz, and APfCHA . Although 
there were promises from the mainstream and 
Indian newspapers to attend the event, the 
conference was a press-free zone. This may 
be attributed to the high-profile protests tak­
ing place in Brooklyn. Nevertheless. we had 
a fruitful discussion and fielded questions 
from the audience. Afterwards. I danced with 
the young desis from the conference and 
drank smuggled beer with the organizers. 

The big day began at breakfast where I 
opened the Sunday Times metro section 

and saw a fairly large picture of myself and 
Jaishri with an accompanying article on the 
SALGA protest/ alternative celebration at the 
parade. After I recovered from seeing myself 
in a national newspaper, I hiked over to 28th 
and Madison and joined the rest of the gang 
where we awaited the parade. I was happy to 
see all sorts of faces there from SALGA. 

continued 

SA WCC. FOIL. APICHA, and the Youth 
Solidarity Conference. A very colorful Zen 
lead the chanting and the odes to Amitabh 
and Jeetendra·s lost youth ("Mera Sapno Ka 
Raja Kab Aaega Tu") and the stone faced 
crew from the FIA (Federation of Indian 
Associations). We received a welcoming 
gesture from a member of FIA. who elegant-
1 y gave us the finger. Other than that, the 
response was quite nice and sometimes extra­
ordinary. especially from the high school 
floats who cheered our group. In fact, I 
detected an excited smile and nod of recogni­
tion from a few over-cager high-schoolers. 
Oh well. give them a little time and the 
SALGA voicemail number. Our chants 
("We're here, We're Queer. We're Vegan'.'') 
and signs were met with puzzlement. 
However, it was quite a fun time and good to 
see the various South Asian progressive 
groups together at one event. Afterwards. we 
joined anns and walked through the crowds 
while Zen shouted various slogans including 
'"Shabana Azmi Zindabad! Go See Fire!! .. 
A chant which confused some aunties who 
thought that Shabana was a relative of ours. 

PRIDE continued 

wee hours of morning.On the big day. 
Vidhur's hotel room at the Grand Hyatt dou­
bled as drag head quarters for SALGA. 
nothing but the best for the Desi Divas! The 
room was a mess of safety-pins, saris and 
shrieking primadonnas trying to cover up 
their eye bags from the night before. 

The parade itself was spectacular. The 
SALGA contingent was amongst the 

most original and colorful. The crowd was 
wowed by their dancing and D.J Geeta's 
music. The Salga-mobile, although not a 
Mercedes. had a hood ornament no less glam­
orous-Yidhur decked out in full bridal garb 
(counesy SALGA's diva designer- Zen). 

The most memorable moment was when 
the generator for the sound system ran 

out of gas, but was soon revived by the hero­
ic efforts of Tim who ran several blocks to 
the nearest gas station for supplies. The loud 
cheer let out by the entire SALGA contin­
gent, as "Choli Ke Pechay .. came back on. 
depicted the true meaning of the parade: 
Love and Unity! 

fUn HT TH( films: THE NEW FESTIVAL:S PROGRAM 

Desi Dykes and Divas was a clip 
show lecture by SALGA's very 

own Dyke and Diva-Gayatri and 
Javid. This program. that was part of 
the New Film Festival. examined 
Queer images in popular Indian cinema 
that arc available for Queer South 
Asians both in the subcontinent as well 
as in the diaspora. The images ranged 
from same sex interactions that were 
ripe for queer readings (e.g.: Mughal­
E-A-::.am, Sholay). to a celebration of 
camp classics that redefined the catego­
ry of camp (e.g.: Mandi, Utsav, and 
Helen-need 1 say more!). It also 
showcased clips that depicted strong 
women, femmy men. and those that 
shed light on the treatment of charac­
ters that were explicitly non-heterosex­
ual (e.g.: Subha. Holi ). The clip show 

concluded with a collage of images 
from Queer film makers of South Asian 
descent, both from the South Asian 
subcontinent as well as the diaspora 
(e.g.: BomGay. Hindustan). 

The New Festival also had a pro­
gram celebrating a diversity of 

depictions of South Asian 
Transgendcrcd Experiences. The films 
in this program included Jareena: 
Portrait of a Hijda, Ju/pari. and A 
Mermaid Called Aida. These films 
were stories of gender, immigration. 
class, and community and dealt with 
how these various realities intersected 
to allow for certain options of gender 
identity. work, and community to 
emerge. while closing off other ones. 



Newsday B/13/97 

Oy Jungw<)n Kim 
~1 ..,.,. \\'lCt't'CI 

Sou<h Asian i;;iy rli;ht$ supporte<> o;,y th,')' at• p~nnln~ 3n 
"~lltt•1·11,,t4,; a•lcbr'Jtion" w t...li.e ci:y'd annu.1.l I ndi3 n✓.-· Par..ldo 
:S1..rn1..I..:.}' tx°"·.iu~e of un on,;o10G dispu:.&.! wuh cvcr.t. or1:an11J:rs. 

'I he Svut.h .-\.nso.n L~·,bmn :,n<l Gny A .. ,"(}Cittt,on lSAl liA 1 

lol.Ud 1t h:.u-b<:cn cm"Ct.J\·dy bnr<.---d from r,._i:1JClpbl1r.c Ln I.he 
p;:&rJlft l)ince J99:3, r,.,JeJ::Uting it to Ltw• "ic'ld11id of the Indian 
c.x:rnmunit.y'o lari;,c:~t culturul wkbrall(Hl, 

The cJash bct.Wt"Cn~-ulture f'!nd Mtb-cuhur.; ;~ ~mina~nt of 
th1..· t,iX•}Cnr dispulc between c,rs;amicl")l o! th1..~ St. Patricl<'ti: 
[)Jy Parade and t.hc frish t.c.-~bwn and Ga) 1 lri:am~:Jtion. 

·n, .... f"'t;dt•r.1Lu.m of lri<li:m A1-MX:1.-:ton,;, wb1c.-h ha,s organin-d 
lht.• p.1r.ulc- fc;r the p;?.-.l i7 y~ari--. hai,. prcwntt:d th~ trou1>·~ 
p~11tie1putio.n fu,·lht: ptu.t~vc:::-. jl yt.!i1~throujh ··bun:,mcn.n:c: 
r;bsLrucwm." :-mJ SALG.\ roomb:r .Juv\-J in or<for to 
ma:,k 1~ .. virJlt!nl h<imuphobu.i." 

'''l"h,,jr l,U!l1~ ~}1!1~,g .. -d. lnH I thHlk th,, ttH~ot i'1.,till 
quite the "'1tm~.·• ~. 

'fho p~,-idcnt of thc f~:dunuon of T11d10..n A.-.:.ccimi.\na, 
K.lnu Ch.ouh;:i.u, :.,;,ltd SA.LGA is not Jllowcd to r:1:1n::h ~hb )'Car 
b1.-c,h1r,e 1L i-:1 not o mcm~f" or the FIA 

Although $ALGA w..,, allo,.,-d w march ,nth, 199'2 parodc 
.,f\..-,· Lhe city"s ltumun RightiSComnn~~n mh:rrcn.1..-J, lt46W 

tub a:, o nonmombcr h3:) prevtntcd it from join:ng the fo.stivi­
tio~ aintt t.Mn. SAl.,GA ~Id 

~id hi~ org-J.niuti/Jn r\!(J,U\.>Slcd ft-d .. >rH.lJOn tspplic.1tion 
mul4,.•rinlb 64.'V\'ral timi:~ over Lhu pa.~l ft:w yl.'a.n. but haii bwn 
mc1 with a. ··tru1! ,,r untt.o:,,J,Orl.\1,·1.·ness •• 

Ocsp1tc Lhc conOrc,. rncmbcl"h oftht.• b()(),mt.·,nbcr p-oup (or 
ga)"&, IC$buins and blh<'xu~ls in the tri-:s1.aw a.rcJ w:d they ttliU 
wJnt tQp.'\f11c1p~tC 111 iht f'e1,uv1Uti, 

Fnd.ly m~rk~ lntfi~·~ 50th year of ind<.·JNnd.:nc:e from Brit• 
,~ colonial nah.:. P:u-ade org:ini.1.~N ~td they exp.._x1. mon:: 
thru, 200,0-00 J)lr()plc on S,nduy LO wul<h :he puro<lc, 

~AI..GA a.nnouoced ye:ioterduy al ....,jtJ hold 1w. own ceJcbrouon 
of lndion indi:r,,tndcncie w11 h mC'mbcr,. or c,L.1'N cummumty 
"rgani2a.uons - includ.in,g tbt A$i)n ar.d P.:ic1fic Co.llitiOJ\ on 
HIY-All)S und the South A>lwn Wo:nen°,Crcot1veColl,-etivc­
•lonr; thu M,di>0n Av"1luc J)lltndc route at 32nd S,r«:< 

Members of the South Asian Lesbian and Gay Association (SALGA) who took out a separate 
parade to mark the golden jubilee and to protest the decision of the FIA to bar them from taking 
part in the parade. (Phato:M~med f affirr/Snaps Ir.din) 

•·we 11.rcj1.u,t as imp,ort.a.nt a Pa.rt of the commuml). aod we 
n ... -d to be he..rd." w,d SAi.GA membeT Jai,hri Abichondani . 
.. FL.\ isn't the only or,::1n1zation that represenid the Jndian 
community Th» is obout b.,ini: able LO come to the parade as 
v..·.:, u~ and rcprc.M.mlour-seh·ei.: c.he WU) we ch~ t.o." 

New York Times B/17/97 

SALGA received quite a bit of media coverage for our exclusion from India's 50th 
Anniversary and alternative celebration with The South Asian Women's Creative Collective 
( SA WCC). Forum of Indian Leftists (FOIL). Members of the Youth Solidarity Co11lcrcnce. 
and A:.ian Pacific Islander Coalition on HIV/AIDS (APICHA). Some mcmticrs formally 
responded to The' Nell' York Time's 's misrepresentation of our coalition. which dc~cril:x:d u~ 
as·· upstart organizations that arc more interested in Amcri.:an-stylc political ad\'ocacy than 
in maintaining cultural ties to their home countries ..... 

, ._ roups Plan Protest 
!At India Day Parade 
Cay Organizers Barred From Celebration 

' • • lt h::is t)i'romr, i\O nnnu:tl Auru..-, 
fllU.:i1: for lhe h~;:f fhrt."<" y<-:1rs, :is 
Ntw York City's: fnch.:inAAnt<"l'k"nn.., 
~a\"C ctlttmucd theirlwmt-lnnc.!':., in, 
tteoendenc.,. fro,1) Brill~h ftll'" t.i'11h a 
ni:trch down i\1:H:11-son Awrmc, ~:iy 
ft('d le~hi;m ln<!J:Ul•Ar.l{"rt(":l!l<i. 

flarred rrom lh" parade h:tve held :-ir1 
l1idcpcn<.k:nt t.x,11Ctt1rnus relt:bm.t'()n 
ct;,belr own. 
! ~t tt>doy·.., lndi:i nay :)~,;~•Ii• rom 

• pit.mornt111i 5{J ye:.ir< or 1nd1•P4-•m1 
<'l')CC. It will h,• no,hUf'rc:-nt M('1t1hcr-. 
btahc Snuth A.;un l.totl>1ar. ~md (i:n: 
r,is«:i.1Uon and lhtir !IUJ'IJ)(ll c~r«. 
pl~ tCI w:n-e i:iy pndr. r,l:,c~ud-; 
fllc:lg Y.Hh dlC Jitn .. -cn-;1nd-ornn1...- ht• 
dfan Clng on the .m1d~ 
' tl'hc (c,mlrt>Vl.'ny ha-. t·X~NI rih< 
ht one of th(' rn~e~t r,ro-,\·1nc "':hrm• 
Jtroup< 111 the- New Yot't :~inn: 
1-mil.H. ups:nrr orgnmtnl1Ms th:il arie 
ftlOre truetCSl<'<l In An-...•uc;an '-l)'ff' 
poUttcal nCh'QC.tcy than ht m;unt;un• 
lng cul:urnl Hf''( to :nc,r ~nu" roon 
tries are pcbliCI\' fl«ilh1t Ult' nulhOrv 
hy of f$U\blic:h(d !~Jf'.Ct$ like th•: 
parndc org:imzer. th"' f-"<1"rar.m or 
Indian J\~~taUN-.s. 
, • .. r thtnl<. H lf'l'MCS¢011 n hl,uttr ,~ 
IUt t>f \'c"ltJnRt'f 1ca~f5 Wltll :.llH.'1'113• 
(iyt,dc,itnirrM" MthCtOmnnlntly ~r•d 
• dl!fcrent kind of k:t<Wr~lup foi II~ 
C-ornmunny,"" :(:Hd M:itJhUIJ\c;,t Klt:tl). 

t
c-lW.ll, .:tftuq:t diT("<'lt>r of r?H• Queen,; 
011,ie l\.:;,:m Ametlton tc:1m•:. 
The l<.'Sbim1 :111r1 i.1y a<o;'K" ,._ I""' 
;J'1.0C lh:Jt -• 

li~~,,P!;::~a~,~;•::!i, 5
1
11\t,:!1

~~,;'~ 
be" Nhnic com,11um1y d1•fm~ 1t~df 
tn lhe l!n1v:·t1 ~lnt<."S Or Kt,a,-..lrlw;,11 
$:lid thr r,rnt<"~ff'I< '<('(' lhr•nisch.·,~ :1:t 

~uth h.•oMN r.11her ih:111 ,1~ mf'm• 

bc!rs of tihn:ir J,.trours ma: C:u1:un11~. 
fn, tn'lllla<'1•. n~ l'"\t'II .,-.. lu•h,1,i, , .. , 

P:1k1-<l,1m, I Ill•\' .,J.._,, !••orl 10 he C'OU• 
ttrn<,1 ~t ... 1111 i~(u.1,·-. like r:.c1a! an., 
$<'xual cc:10,,hty Jiu,.> (t,."lh.·rno1.m. t..H\ 
111(> otbf'J 11.11u·1, ,,; mort motl-d hi 
lllfhtJ Uti\n m th1,;, t;1~1t1I:\' 

f-O m:my NC'v. \(11kc.•, ... Uw C.'Onlt~ 

\~l!IY nrny b<-• rc-rnuu<t<em of u,c St 
P:1trkt.'s O:ty pnradc. thJI otft<'I 
n1kt1own nl.o d1 or ~, ... _.,1-;,,KJ .. 1r;mltf 

(I,,>:~ 1h.1J t•a.; '11 ;HHt nroil.'"'f~ from 
t"'\(lmS-.-d J!,I} :u)II IP-.bl,111 tti()tlf,S. 

(lft1<1:tl'S ...,1111 1lie Ct,~raHon . .1n 
11111hu•ll:1 gtnt1p {•! OOte11~ of 111dla.n 

cthnk nrK;.•111.atitm~ frocn 1h~ Raj.1.~-
11\."'"'~ ,1t flit: 111•1lh 11, tht• (:)n,il-t pf 

<ht• v.i.th, '1,ul <:Jld ca lh~ p:l<QI 1hat 
,he- fUHl\d" w.i-. Of11.•n anly tu ,:rou1~ 
1hm \\~re tfot·, JXtyin~ nv•ml)l.•r:i.: tht­
Fi"i' ~ump r1n<I •>'h'f"~ 1nn,r,: the 
pwtt.'",.l :::a, t.' n,nt .inHltlt, Uv•m Ft-fl..,ra­
r,j•n •~lh<.·,:,f~ had :,1.::.-> <~Id 1h..-y t">"lol't 

:,1ill.'JN! d1,pl:1y~ or 1t;1y prld~ to ~ 
,1 ...... 0!'nflt'lllhl,• w11h !t ,,.,, :u~ r't•l~ht!\ 0 

11"1: lnds:in rr 1<le 
lln!t ,.,(\ar ,nmt, hu1 nor :,,JI. af lh" 

p:irO<Je p~1tt1riJ\.lnt1 ho•!ong ro 1hr 
h•lt•1:\11f)U . ..:~11tl it-.; p14,....,;N.~11•. f(;mu 

--Jlc-<1,t',;<.rdlhathl.'tht.!n,11 
fl'l'r<t:n,Uv <1h)e<t 1n llomt14>C'XU-ilhtv 
hut f.c s.:1hl h<- w,1, \'t'XrJ hy :lll Uw 
h~-. i.lht111t ~"} r:irh(",i,,'tt1~•n '''Ar 
-'''--' h1~1'<' C:«'!(•hra1m~ llw ~lh :mru­
H'r<:11'l nf h1,l1.:'I':- 1nrf1•p·111!,·11n·," 
M1 -~:ml· ftk•t<,•:t1t•rtu1,lr, 
w,1"'1111,: hm"' :1,km,: -'h,,1ut tht>:-.C 
,K~ys: :111d l4;.'·dn.11:$" 

the- J:ty ~tf\11p:,;:,ir! ti didnnt :i;tply 
tt> nwrch 1h1,;; \1•:ir ?1t-c:Ut<C' 1t ll:.ld 
bl'l"n 1tl')t·,1r.•11l;• r,·11" 1r-il. .-,,, ,llttd 
wt1111''II, fHnup ,~lid II 1'1flph~J :.ml 

d1lu11r 1t•c.;•-.•-.· ,\h"'Pouv~ \Ir -
~~:tTtl h• did tKtl 11'1 ;d! .J. IWllwr 

t•1lh•·r rrm1ph:1tl:ir•ril\'<.l l~rt.•· ft-:l••r• 
~11~,11 ~ i:.! 111cm1..-·r 1,..nn.1 

S11ll,tlw JtfOli,•'41"!'¢,. \\l~)~"ll('CU\'I'· 

l/ (.Ill lh\'ir.,c1w, ''"' s.~1lh A...ii.m 
ru~rt,:--1v(.' ·r :.i,k hrn•. ;i.,~· th•·v 
\\,n•1 ,., (,,1 .. tn;1h• 1,..,.,,r. lf11.J•·u1 ,1111fl 

jl!ishri Abichan<t:mi, lch. and A<hu R:.i of 1hc Sooch J\:,;:t.ln J\or,:-t"s~ivt"' Task Jtorcr-prtp.,rina protest~i,::n· 
c:illuig ror the 1nclu$1on of a ,::.:ty in<l lrst.iia:1 ori::mn;nit>n 111 t•xi:ty"< l!:d1:t l),'t}" ,,..,r:trlc ori M,1d;~on ,'\vt1uir 

~:1)' "Wt• nrc.• c-<1111<•~lnr. 1hcu <"On• 
._,ru<"fton of nur ~P,cu~l•f~•." -c,,n! 
J,Wl"fJ ~ u.ho 1X lrwh:,n, "ll'i:tt ti 
'1,1,c# :u1''1'"'""· w,-:H" 1101 li-J~ll1n1:1u•I} 
h11li:-tn' 

Jn tl•1• r,:1-:1, rhr ,~ ,y n,n-11r, was :il~n 
h:a, .. '\J r,,,m rhr• l';1k1--1an fl,1y l\tl 
tud<', which will he fk+J n1:x1 Sun 
d:1y. la-.;1 yc-~tt. :, p:1rnch: olfkm! <..11d 
h, 1nr,-;, 'IUrlhly "'a....i :)l~tllll'll l-.l.;111u(' 

l-.•atlur!S('\ ,:md ":,~:,1o'(r t·ornrrn.,n 

But du.; )\m"":; p.;ua1!\~ t"'<tt:imtUt'<' 
th.1h1•1,,u, lh u.,r.., ( h.111,lhr,. h,1, 

:i..:u~, .. 1 to IN n""mbrr.s t1I IIV' g:,\ 
K"<t'P nt.tn.h, '" h•11~ n:,. 1lu-y le-'"C 
Jtl<'U jt:i\' prid,t• h.'Uut••1,; ty~1111d l)1 

('1',1t1i<fl11y ,,ucJ hi" w11, rnuC('IO"d 

nltJtlf lfU,'H ~.-h.'l\' ··~ml'llrn(><. 00(' 

li11h• 1,,.,1ht1·rnH\;+•1 < :1'1 t·:u.r,.~• JI"' oh .. 

h:·ne for lh.f" \\t:1'!f- c,nwd •• 
\1t ~,;;:,u! h1-. ~fltti:'I +A:1<- ~•111 

nt•,cooartnJt w:lh th" ,,. ~.•1111,••, 
:,bh.11 how 1h1•:: wo11I,~ p;1 t•1 1p31 I.' 11 

1Jo1• P:i'<1,rnn n,•r p;1!:,ol•· 
I h(""(' ll\.'J!UH;;t,,on-1 "'Pt•• nnthtnl:• 

;1!1h• <.•\<"n JI) ~1.•;11>' .1w,. I n·.1,111 v,1111 
f(t'nll('(t, hf'<'~u•t• r,.ny o,1J l~h1.'HI 

~ulh A',lill:!\ w,·rt- o:uuply 1~>1 :1 \'1,1 
t,S--, o,f::.ontl•d f\tc.,•,· n• \' M, v-, .. l, 

thC' d1:--('('W1 of !J,e f\Nlft1t:.I <;:.~· :irk.1 
t. c•tu,1n , .,.,1c f • rct· l'f1lk, l11"filllfl", 

'ltitt1 ..,ht•\~.,; 1J1-.m:1\1•d hy Utt• f1'tk1 :t• 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Thursday, October 16th 

Shifting Grounds for 
Asylum: A Symposium on 
Female Genital Surgery 
(FGS) & Sexual Orientation. 
Time: 1 :30 pm - 8:00 pm 
Location: NYU School of 
Law, 240 Mercer St. 
For more info: (212) 998-637 4 
This symposium examines 
the role the U.S. asylum law 
plays in the debate between 
"universal" human rights 
norms with "local" cultural val­
ues and practices and how 
that plays itself out around 
granting asylum to women 
fleeing FGS and people flee­
ing from anti-gay persecution. 

Monday, November 3rd 

Persimmon Space: Coming 
to Fruition and Coming Out 
Time: 6 pm - 9pm 
Location: Cendrillon, 
46 Mercer St. (btwn Grand 
and Broome St) 
For ticket reservation info: 
{212) 620-7287 ext. 317 
Join APICHA in celebrating the 
opening of Persimmon Space, 
the first NYC based Asian & 
Pacific Islander HIV women's 
project to serve API women 
who have sex with women. 

Saturday, November 8th 

SALGA Monthly Meeting 
Time: 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm 
Location: The Center, 208 W 
13th. St. (btwn 7th and 8th) 
This meeting will feature Giti 
Thadani, one of the founding 
members of the Sakhi, a les­
bian group in Delhi, India. Giti 
has published work on the 
ancient Indian gynefocal prac­
tices and traditions and how 
they were subverted or sub­
sumed by the advent of patri­
lineal, phallocentric traditions. 

Saturday, December 6th 

South Asian Women's 
Creative Collective Event 
Time: 6:30 pm - 10:00 pm 
Location: To be announced 
For more info call: 
{212) 631-3532 or 
email: SAWCC@juno.com 
This evening will showcase 
the works of various South 
Asian artists. After the per­
formances there will be a 
panel discussion on conser­
vatism in the South Asian 
community. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25TH! 
SALGA's next fabulous fundraiser bash: THE 3RD ANNUAL DISCO DIWALI PARTY at 
Studio 18 • 6 East 18th Street from 1 Opm to 3am. See enclosed flyer for more details 

THE Au DRE LORDE PROIECT's First Anniversary Gala Directions to ALP 

Saturday November 8th, 1997 

Program (to begin prompt!Y) 6:30-8:00 PM 

Mingling and light reception 8:00-9:00 PM 

Photo exhibit: Coloring Our Pathways: 
People of Color Building Communities 

Speakers and performers 
l<ATHERJNE ACEY 
Executive Director of Astraea 
National Lesbian Action Foundation 

OR. jACQUEUNE 
Veteran activist 

DR. GLORIA I. IOSEPH 
Black feminist writer & social activist 

DIANA 
Latina spoken word and video artist 

SHY WOMEN SINGERS 
Native women·s singing group 

REG1E CAs1co 
poet, performance artist 

MC: SULTA,'IIA 

The Audre Lorde Project is a recen~ created 
center for Lesbian, Gay. Bisexual. Two-Spirit. 
and Transgender People of Color communities. 

Initiated as an organizing effort by a coalition 
of Lesbian. Gay, Bisexual, Two-Spirit, and 
Transgender (LGBTST) People of Color, The 
Audre Lorde Project was first brought togeth­
er by advocates for Gay Men of Color (a 
multi-racial network of gay men of color HIV 
policy advOC3tes) in 1994. 

The vision for ALP grew out of the expressed 
need for innovative and unified communio/ 
strategies to address the multiple issues 
impacting LGBTST people of color 
communities. 

The Audre Lorde Project secured and moved 
into its Fort Green home. in the parish house 
of the Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church, 
during the summer of 1996 and held a grand 
opening celebration in November 1996. 

The Audre Lorde Project in the Lafayette 

Avenue Presbyterian Church (LAPC). 

8S South Oxford Street, Brook!)'n, NY 

Take the A train to Lafayette Avenue-

South Oxford Street exit or take the 

2,3.4,5,8,0.Q,N,R trains to Atlantic/Pacific 

Station-Hanson Place or LIRR exit 

Space is limited. Reservations are strong!)' 

encouraged. For ticket and contribution 

information call: (718) 596-0342 

All proceeds will benefit The Audre Lorde 
Project, Inc. 

If you req_uire child care. please call 

(718) 596-0342 ext. 12 by Friday. October 

31st to make arrangements. 

THE AUDRE LORDE PROIECT, INC. 
85 South Oxford Street. 3rd Floor 
Brook!Yn, New York I I 217 
Tel: 718-596-0342 • Fax: 718-596-1328 
Communio/ Info Line: (718) 596-0016 

SALGA-NewYork is a social and political group for lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, and transgendered people who trace their descent from 
countries such as Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Bunna, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Tibet as well as people of South Asian 
descent from countries such as Guyana, Trinidad, Kenya, etc. Our monthly meetings are held on the second Saturday of each month from 
3:30 to 5:30pm at the Lesbian and Gay Community Center 208 West 13th Street. Our meetings are open to South Asians only. All are wel­
come at our social events. For up to date info on SALGA events, call our voice mail line at 212-358-5132. For inquiries, leave your name 
and number so your call can be returned. 




