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......... 
Sb_e:died alone in a sol.itary jail.cell with no lights. The $28 drrink charge 

bad been upp.ed to $203.50 1;>eca1.1se Tin,t1 had been in tb.e Banown Jail 
once,~efo,e for thesa(rl,e reiso~,:.Judges have th,t di3~retion ancl can use ft 
as 'tttev- n&\td in order to fit -ttietr, idea of social ·value$. Tina was a 
transperson. Baytown does not nave the ordinance thaf Houston doe$ t9 . 
arrest oross drei,sers. AndivetTina set alone in that dark. cell. She could not 
maktt that discretionary fine. · · , ; . 
, Tina· Mari .. e . was ,2.9 ~~1ua:old. Surely, she ha!1 thpijgl:,t-bec.k to her 
y n~s . · , cl'lfld. ~tor,:veteran of .Bc>nanz.i, and :Wsg<>n; frain and 
countless oeacti• aoket movl~, too, Bot Tim coold not1>~ two peqple. So 
Tina beg~n 10 live. Tiro's.kirrdii:lo't. want Tina - didrft·like-T(na, StiU Tina . . - ' _,, ;. -
hvpq. ·. . . · ;, " . . , . ., · : . 
• . ' ' , • -• "' •. 1! . ". 

. .Tir? ha(f'fr'iepds. $,!)e had ~nQi~;~he had Sally and she:h~!! 9thers; Tina . 
was a: tree s_pfrit and lived among.other free spirits ... !n 8aytown, · . . . ' . 

She 'rememberetl the last time · she couldn' t make her tin&. Off to ttie 
Harris eoonty Rehabilitation Center. In Rehab- she was metwitn the disgust 

· of igri,orap~e, foul name~. and. peopl~ whO!c1,1t off her'nai_r. ,$he- lrad'bee.n 
kiet<,e:d·p_y,-her felt~w inmat~s: rf~.icvl~ by the p(lsce-olljcers; spat upon ~nd 
hvmllriife<i. Oh yes, . cigarette. burbs, too. ,;, '. ' ' . :; · 

Baytown jailers found h!?r -dead, ~he'd hung herself in !hilt. dar:lt, lonely 
cell at 3 PM Thu,sday, Aprn 19, ,. 1-9 7 9. That! s the official ·story anyway. 

At the:funeral, Raymond i<,Jd:•me that he'd seen 23 9heap coffins and 
prayeg .it would end soroeday,fJhi$' was iny first. 1 gazect~ the figl!re of 
Jesus:· and the body of Tina,. 1f.i~y n'ad both be~n '(eJecfed and pitifully 
tt!i!ated~,Rev; Chock of MCC~ offered us hope that we wili ~rep s(;l(lking to 
help ·a11d. to aid our ,sisters and -biothers. " . " 

I have much hope and I. knQw . that my people will .b ' free, but i get 
;frustraie!i, l feel li"k.e a Negro sla:ve. in 1859 wbo knows. the time is ripe -

. biit, wheri? · . · " · · .. · " . . ;;, . : . ; ·· ' ~ ,. : 
,. . . . . ~ ··" . . ' . . 
Her bl60Q•kin (I can't call them f~mily) didn't evel'\ want fler body, That 

was,good, because her famlly .... ; w~ who loved her. - dld. IJ her kin had 
ta~en her bo9y, they would ha'1e :bµried what they could npt heve - Tim . 

. But it was Tina who was rejected, hognded and persecuted by our society, 
It 'VJ8S Tina who died. It is Tina W'.$ ·miss. . . ,. ;\ · • . , . 

Tina 1s free. fnyl!is 
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