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Managing Director’s New Year Message

by JoAnn Roberts, Ph.D.

I am pleased and proud to have been elected
Managing Director of Renaissance for its tenth an-
niversary year. There were several well-known com-
munity “leaders” back in 1987 who thought we'd
never last five years, let alone ten. Ironically, most
of them are gone from the scene, while Renaissance
is still here and still growing.

There are many reasons our organization has re-
mained so vital throughout its ten year existence.
One reason is the shared vision of its board of direc-
tors. Another is the Renaissance policy of opening
its doors to anyone and everyone in the transgender
community. Yet another reason is the excellence of
the newsletter you are holding in your hands. These
and more combine to keep us moving ahead. I'd
like to share with all of you some of the goals for
1997 and beyond.

e Membership — Over the next three years we
will double our membership. We'll accomplish this
by establishing new chapters and affiliates through-
out the U.S. and we hope to have our first interna-
tional affiliate. New in 1997 will be Lifetime Sub-
scriptions and Memberships.

e Qutreach — Renaissance will be very visible at

the national level in 1997. We're hosting the Second
International Congress on Sex & Gender Issues in
June. Beyond that, we're looking at establishing our
own annual convention to spread the leadership val-
ues and lessons we've learned.

¢ Grants — Thanks to the tireless efforts of An-
gela Gardner, Renaissance received its first grant
last year. This year our goal is $25,000 in grants and
donations to establish a toll-free hotline and upgrade
other community services.

¢ Internet — Renaissance made its foray onto the
Internet in 1996 and we’ll continue to expand our
presence in 1997 and beyond. All of our Background
Papers and Community Outreach Bulletins will be
available on the net for free.

Angela Gardner who served so ably as Managing
Director in 1996, is now our Executive Director.
Her job is to oversee the day to day operations of
the Renaissance national office. (For more details,
see below.) We are facing the most exciting chal-
lenges ever presented to our community. We have a
chance to make a real difference both in the educa-
tional and political arenas of society. It is up to us to
meet those challenges head on and we will with the
help of every Renaissance member.

Board Appoints Executive Director

At the November 1996 meeting of the Renais-
sance National Beard of Directors, the Directors
acted to ensure the continued growth of Renais-
sance as a national organization serving the trans-
gender community. Angela Gardner, a founding
member, and 1996 Managing Director of the orga-
nization was appointed Executive Director.

In non-profit organizations like Renaissance, the
board sets policy, the Managing Director guides the
board, and the Executive Director is staff and re-
sponsible for implementing the board’s policies. In
order to take the E.D. position, Ms. Gardner re-
signed from the board. She will be able to make
recommendations to the Board, but will no longer
have a vote on policy decisions.

Before being elected Managing Director for
1996, Gardner was Co-Director of Outreach. She
brings a wealth of experience in the transgender
community to the Executive Director position.

“As Managing Director, I was not only filling that
job for the Board, I was doing a lot of the work that
would have been done by an Executive Director,”
said Gardner. “Getting out into the general commu-
nity, identifying and accessing financial resources
that may be available to Renaissance is my top prior-
ity. I feel we have been doing a great job so far for
an all-volunteer organization. I want to take us to
the next level where we will be able to do more of
what we do now for more people who need our
help,” she concluded.

Ms. Gardner also stated she would work to
streamline the way the office processes requests for
information, and make the organization more re-
sponsive to member needs. Members will see new
membership cards starting this year and member-
ship numbers will not change from year to year.
Hours when the office phone is answered by Phone

continued on page 5
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&) Chapter & Affiliate Information 2

Chapters

Delaware

Wilmington, Delaware: meets
second Saturday of each month. Write
for info to: PO Box 5656, Wilmington,
DE 19808. Phone: 302-376-1990, or
email to <sadetv@aol.com>.

Pennsylvania

Greater Philadelphia: Write Re-
naissance GPC, 987 Old Eagle School
Rd., Suite 719, Wayne, Pa. 19087.
Meets third Saturday of the month in
King of Prussia. Doors open 8 pm all
year ‘round, Call 610-975-9119 for in-
formation.

Lehigh Valley/Pocono area: Re-
naissance Lehigh Valley, PO Box 3624,
Allentown, PA 18106. Meetings on the
second Saturday of the month in the
Allentown area. Call for directions and
more information, 610-821-2955.

Lower Susquehanna Valley:
Write Renaissance LSV, Box 2122
Harrisburg, PA 17105. Meets on the
first Saturday of the month. Call 717-
780-1LSV (780-1578) or send email to:

<lsv@ezonline.com>.

Affiliates

California

Orange County: Powder Puffs of
California, PO Box 1088, Yorba Linda,
CA 92686, or email to <ppoc@aol.com>

Connecticut

Bridgeport/New Haven:
connecticuTView, c¢/o Denise Mason,
PO Box 2281, Devon, CT 06460.
Monthly newsletter and activities.

Georgia

Atlanta: The American Educational
Gender Information Service (AEGIS),
PO Box 33724, Decatur, GA 30033-
0724 or call 770-939-0244, or email to
<aegis@mindspring.com>. Informa-
tion resources & referrals.

Atlanta: Atlanta Gender Explora-
tions (A.G.E.), PO Box 77562, Atlanta,
GA 30357, 770-939-2128.

Illinois
Chicago: The Chicago Gender So-

ciety, PO Box 578005, Chicago, 1L
60657, 708-863-7714,

Louisiana

New Orleans: The Gulf Cender
Alliance, PO Box 56836, New Orleans,
LA 70156-6836, 504-833-3046.

New !ersez

N. Central Jersey: Monmouth/
Ocean Trans Gender, (MOTG), write
PO Box 8243, Red Bank, NJ 07701.
Call 908-219-9094. Email:

@aol.com

Titusville: Meetings are 1st Satur-
day of the month at the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church of Washington Cross-

ing. Call Terri - at 609-
New York

Manhattan: Metropolitan Gender
Network (MGN), write 561 Hudson
St., Box 45, New York, NY 10014, or
call 201-794-1665, Ext, 332.

Long Island: New York GIRL &
Partners, PO Box 456, Centereach, NY
11720, Call 516-732-5115 for info.

Long Island: Long Island Femme
Expression (LIFE), PO Box 3015,
Lake Ronkonkoma, NY 11779-0147.
Phone: 516-283-1333

Oklahoma

Central Oklahoma: Sooner Diver-
sity, part of the Central Oklahoma
Transgender Alliance (COTA). Con-
tact, Rachel [Ji. P-O. Box 575,
Norman, OK 73070,
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Local Calendar

January
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18 Ren. GPC



Did you have a happy holiday? I
had a great time at Ms. Tips’ (as in
CGDTips) holiday open house. Thanks
Linda, I hope you found a good charity
to take all the extra food. (She’s not
only pretty, she can cook!) And the
GPC holiday bash, well, I could go on
and on, but I'm still stunned that it’s
another year. It’s 1997... that’s almost
the end of the century. It won’t be
long now. Let’s just keep looking fabu-
lous and not worry about the passing
vears. Repeat our mantra, better not
older, better not older. Hey! Anybody
want to start a retirement home for old
crossdressers? Pass my curly blue wig,
But now... the news!

Going Down Under?

I got a note from a Miss Robyn
- down in Oz (Australia). It was
sent by snail mail in October and has
been W(:nding it's way around the
globe ever since then. Robyn wanted
me to pass along an offer to all the
members of Renaissance who may be
thinking of a trip to Oz Members of
Robyn’s group, The Chameleon So-
ciety of Victoria (I love that name)
are willing to show TG visitors around
the town (Melbourne). For more de-
tails on the Society and the hot spots
they can show you contact them at PO
Box 500, Williamstown, Victoria 3016,
Australia. Ring them up at 61 39315
9172. (Don't forget the country code.)
If you go. let us know how it was.

A Miss From Oz

Speaking of Down Under, Brad
Rodgers, (a regular bloke, Bruce) is
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by Angela Gardner

the first male to qualify for the Miss
Australia Contest when he won the
Miss Victoria Fundraiser contest. The
event was renamed simply Victorian
Fundraiser in deference to Brad. It
used to be a beauty contest but now
it's a charity event, and Rodgers, 27,
won his title by raising $78,000 for the
Spastic Society of Australia.

“I'm not here to make a political
statement for blokes,” he said, “but I
do hope I'll be the first of many more
to come. I'm not into that gender spe-
cific stuff.”

His competitors will all be gowned
for the February finals. Rodgers says
he'll make do with a tux. Maybe we
could get the Chameleon Society girls
to talk him into a dress.

The Artist Fnrmerly Known As...

Prince was on the Oprah Winfrey
Show on November 20th. He said that
when he was five years old he created
“another person” in response to Iiving
in an abusive household. The reason
we care? He's not sure if the “other
person” is male or female. Well, I
think we have a clue, don’t we girls?
Any man who can dance that well in
heels that high is bound to have a high
Femininity Quotient. I thought on sev-
eral oceasions that phntns included
with Prince albums were pictures of
Prince in drag. (Turned out not to be
but, it could have been.) Perhaps as
The Artist Formerly Known As... con-
tinues his therapy he’ll find out the
other person inside of him is Ma-
donna, Or, maybe not.

Speaking of FQ

Dolly Parton was on the Late, Late
Show with Tom Suyder and the talk
turned to her image. She said she was
always interested in glamour and has
always loved makeup and wigs. (She
can get fully “Dollyized,” wig and
makeup, in fifteen minutes. You go
girll) Tom postulated a “hair &
makeup” gene for girls and a “truck”
gene for boys. We all know that he’s on
the right track, but he’s missed the fact
that the H&M gene (or the FQ) can
leap from gender to gender. Same for
the “truck” gene. Ask any diesel dyke.

Dolly looks fabulous for a woman
ller age, heck, fOl’ a4 woinan Of an}' age,
and she admitted that she has work
done whenever she needs it. Being
Dolly is her business so plastic surgery
is just property maintenance to her.
She said she loves to go out on Hallow-
een in Santa Monica and other spots
near L.A. since she runs into a great
number of Dollys walking around,
about half of them guys. They have no
clue that she’s the real thing so she al-
ways get’s compliments on how good a
job she’s doing. Take a close look at
the next Dolly you see, ya never know.

Let The Show Go On

A few months ago I wrote about the
city of Raleigh, North Carolina, and
how their classification of drag shows
as adult entertainment would have
messed up a main stage production of
La Cage. The reclassification also had
the girls over at Legends a little upset
since they would have had to stop their
drag shows, and several female imper-
sonators would have been headed for
the welfare line. Fortunately they won
the appeal and Wake County Superior
Court Judge (they wear those sexy
black robes don’t they?) Howard Man-
ning, Jr. said the law, which was aimed
at stopping “lewd” displays on stage,
did not apply to drag shows—as long
as they aren’t lewd. Now heaven knows
most drag shows aren’t lewd, unless
the performer is doing Cher, so the
shows can go on at Legends, the First
Amendment is safe and the welfare of-
fice won't be full of queens.

continued next page




News Beat...

Be Part of the Solution

Crossdressers tend to own an enor-
mous quantity of clothing. Once out of
the closet most of the ladies spend a
lot of time trying to fill it back up with
frocks. I myself am a semi-reformed
shopaholic. I say semi, since I'm fight-
ing the urge to stop typing this delight-
ful column and head out for some of
those fabulous before Christmas bar-
gains right now.

There, I'm back and that new little
black dress looks so good next to all
those others in the closet. Now where
was I ? Oh, yes. I was about to tell you
about a wonderful program that gives
us crossdressers a chance to do some-
thing really nice for the people we love
to emulate—women. Many women
who are trying to get off of wel fare
(you knew I was going somewhere with
that didn’t ya?), and who are getting
training in job skills through various
programs set up for that purpose, find
they have a hard time going to inter-
views since they haven’t a thing to
wear. They may have mastered the skills
but if they show up for a job interview in
an old house dress or pair of ratty jeans
they aren’t going to have much of a
chance at getting the job. It's sad but
true (and we know better than most);
clothes make the (wo)man.

How can we help? There are eleven
shops scattered across the country,
from Philly to California, that provide
second hand clothes to women coming
off welfare and getting ready to join
the work force. (I saw them on ABC
News.) The shops are called Bottom-
less Closet. They get all of the cloth-
ing from donations so before you do
something drastic, like purge... again,
or if you're just considering a closet
cleaning, it might be a great idea to
donate any good business attire (suits,
business dresses, coats, shoes) to the
Bottomless Closet. What is a pleasure
for us is a real necessity for women
who are trying to support themselves
and their kids through gainful employ-
ment. That Jones New York suit you've
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worn a few times and grown tired of
may be just what some woman needs
to get her through a successful job in-
terview. Check the phone book for the
number in your area or call their main
number in Chicago: 312-527-9664. It's
really a worthy cause that dovetails
nicely with our “need” to buy new out-
fits all the time.

For ladies in the Philadelphia re-
gion, there is another project that
needs your old clothes, and this one is
after your male attire as well as your
femme stuff. They're a little more spe-
cific in what they want—give them
your coat. (Your old coat, not that
beautiful new Cruella DeVille number
with those lovely spots.) Philadelphia
Cares is taking old coats to give to
people with HIV/AIDS and homeless
people of both genders. The drive is on
till January twentieth. The fun part for
us is where you drop off the coat. One
of the collections sites is chi chi
women’s clothing store Nicolle Miller.
Drop of an old coat, buy an expensive
new dress. Works for me. Other loca-
tions taking the coats include
Starbucks Coffee and Body Shop. For
information regarding the coat drive or
drop-off sites, call Philadelphia Cares
at 215-545-5335. No ratty old coats
please. Only those you or your
“brother” just aren’t wearing anymore,
but are still in reasonable shape. Let’s
show ‘em the transgendered care, too.

He’s No Virgin

Richard Bransome is no stranger
to publicity stunts. His company, Vir-
gin Group, opened a new store called
Virgin Bride that’s going to be a one
stop shop for couples heading for mar-
riage. Bransome borrowed an idea
from Dennis Rodman as an opening
day stunt. The lovely bride arrived in a
white wedding gown, veil and fishnet
hose. “She” was Richard Bransome
and he went so far as to shave off his
beard of 30 years to do it right.

No word on who the groom was or
where the lovely couple went for their
honeymoon but knowing Bransome it
was probably an around the world high
altitude balloon ride. Meanwhile, back
at the store, Bransome tossed out red
roses to the crowd and showed of his

fishnets (I really hope they were white,
black would be so tacky) to the photog-
raphers. Now this is what we need
from more CEQs around the world. If
more of them would wear dresses... ah,
well, more of them would... wear
dresses. Boy. when you don't have a
good punchline it can get real scary.

It Took A Year But
Here’s The Info

Last year | mentioned a song called
Walkin' Round in Women’s Underwear
that gets played by twisted DJs every
holiday season. I may not have all the
info right away... but I never sleep
(OK, aslight exaggeration. I get my 10
hours of beauty sleep every night) until
I deliver the goods. My informant in
Tennessee, Tennessee Vals boss lady,
Marisa Richmond, found the album
the tune is on and has passed the infor-
mation along. It’s called T Am Santa
Claus by Bob Rivers & Twisted Radio.
Twisted Radio is a collection of Seattle
DJs and the whole album is nothing
but Christmas parodies. It also in-
dudes I Came Upon a Road Kill Deer
and Teddy, The Red-Nosed Senator.
Marisa got hers at Tower Records so
you should be able to find it fairly eas-
ily. Then you'll be... walkin’ round in
women’s underwear. Do de do de do
de do de do. Catchy little tune.

Some Things To Do In
The New Year

It won't be long till 1997 kids.
Ninety six has been a wild ride so far
and there’s still a few days left to get us
in trouble. Here are a few things to do
in the coming months that should help
keep us all occupied:

1. Visit Lady Chablis’ Cabaret in Sa-
vannah, Gee A. This real life character
from the best selling novel, Midnight
in the Garden of Good and Evil par-
leyed her fifteen minutes of fame into
a nightclub where she and other loeal
girls perform. According to Chablis,
now they've got a little job security.

2. Sign up for an aerobics class at
New York’s Crunch Gym with fif-
teen-minute-of-fame instructor, An-
thony Truly. Sure, most of ns have
had workout fantasies where we swath
ourselves in Spandex® and sweat (not




too much) to the oldies, but Anthony
has taken it a step further. He leads
the class in drag. He has twenty five
different wigs and uses props and
strobe lights. The classes have names
like Aerobics With Attitude and Abs,
Thighs and Gossip. His costumes
range from a dominatrix outfit to the
ever popular bridal motif. If you want
to be a supermodel you better get that
body in shape and what better way to
do that than with a drag queen aero-
bics instructor?

(Thanks to Jessica Brandon for the
first two items.)

3. Dress-up events are springing up
out of the woodwork. T guess people
are finally catching on. Here’s an event
I've never heard of before and who
knows if it’s any good. 1 present it
merely as a diversion. No endorsement
is implied. There, that oughta stop any
lawsuits. February 20 - 23, 1997 in
New Orleans, Louisiana they're put-
ting on an event called New Orleans
Fantasy Fest. Registration for the
event is $225. It includes various dress-
up stuff and for more info check out
the Fantasy Fest website. (Use your
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web search tools, What am I, your
mother?) Let me know if it’s any good.

Here’s another first-time event for
you FtM’s. February 22-23, True
Spirit Conference, happens at the
Best Western Hotel in Laurel, Mary-
land (near Washington, D.C.). Confer-
ence registrations are $15 before Janu-
ary 1, 1997, and $25 after. Deaf
intrepretation, child care, scholarships,
and other services are available on a
first come, first serve basis. For more
information, contact: True Spirit Con-
ference , The American Boyz, POBox
1118, Elkton, MD, 21922-1118, or
email to <transman@netgis.com>.

In March, there is the recurring
Texas “T” Party, in Dallas, Texas, on
the eleventh through the sixteenth.
Contact PO Box 17 Bulverde, TX
78163. Phone or Fax (210) 980-7788 or
email to <TXTP@aol.com>.

That's it for now my lovelies. T must
begin my ten hours of renewing sleep
or I shall simply be a wreck on the
morrow. Keep smiling. Drop me a
note with any transgendered news
items you'd like me to mention, happy
new year and all that.

The Renaissance Phone Watch Needs You

The Renaissance phone crew works on Monday, Wednesday and Friday eve-
nings between 6 and 10 PM. This year we would like to expand the days the
phone is answered by a real, live person. Our first goal is to have someone an-
swering the phone every weeknight. It isnt necessary for you to come into the
office since we can forward the phone to any number. It is better if you can be in
the office because of the resources available in case people need referrals, as well
as general information. If you would like to help with our phone answering effort
contact Jessica Brandon or Angela Gardner. Either leave a message with the live
person on Monday, Wednesday or Friday, or leave your name and number on
the office machine at 610-975-9119, or send email to <bensalem@cpen.com> or

B oicenct.com>.

Watch volunteers will be expanded
(see notice below) and when no one is
available in person, technology will be
used to provide more options than just
leaving a message. Callers will be able
to have information faxed hack to them
automatically and a voice mail Fre-
quently Asked Questions (FAQ) menu
will allow even those who can’t leave a
phone number to obtain the informa-
tion they need twenty four hours a day.

CLASSIFIEDS
Classified Ads are $3.00 for 3 lines for 3 months.

FOR SALE: Assorted dresses and two piece outfts in
Plus Sizes. Shoes, womens size 12W. Contact Randi
Schwarz at 609-063-8294. Leave a messege.
Apartment for rent. Private home in country sefting.
Creditand personal references required. Owner is Ren.
member. Cell 610-287-5989
Glamourphotosfor CDs bya CD. Makeup helpavailable,
Call 610-701-7613 for info. Ask for Don.

Mi casa es su casa. Need a place fo change before the
Renaissance GPC meeting? The perfect location awaits
you just off exit 33 Rt. 76. Call CDTips 215-878-3383.

Please Note:

The contents of this newsletter are

copyrighted. If you want to reprint an

article you see here, please contact the
editor for permission. Most likely, we'll
say “Yes” but you do have to ask us first.

215-788-2857

Morty & Marlene Silverstein
Neil & Cheryl Gervon

Mon. -Thur. - Fri.: 9:00 to 9:00 « Tue. - Wed. - Sat.: 9:00 to 5:30

Ballow s Stoes nc.

Headquarters for Extra Wide Widths
and Hard to Fit Sizes
Private Fitting If Desired

308 Mill Street
Bristol, PA 19007

SELMA BLAKER

609-428-8448

Wig Service Shop

Specializing in the Sales and Service
of all Human & Synthetic Pieces

Barclay Towers

1200 East Marlton Pike, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
Hours 11AM to 4PM, Mon. to Sat.




Renaissance News & Views, Vol. 11, No. 1

NGLTF Issues Statement on GID

Washington, D.C., Dec. 11, 1996:
The following statement on Gender
Identify Disorder (GID) and transgen-
dered people is attributable to Kerry
Lobel, National Gay & Lesbian Task
Force Executive Director.

“NGLTF is sensitive to the differ-
ences of opinion within the transgen-
der community on GID and the impli-
cations of GID on insurance payments,
civil rights and other issues of concern
to transgender people. Thus, instead of
supporting wholesale GID eradication,
we support GID reform. Reform
means another diagnosis — possibly
medical — that does not pathologize
transgender people or gender-variant
youth and children. Reform also means
increased funding for research on

transgenderism and full participa-
tion by transgender people in policy
decisions that affect their lives.

“We are particularly concerned with
the use of GID against children. Gen-
der-variant youth, whether they grow
up to be gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans-
gendered or not, should not be stigma-
tized or mistreated because of a GID
diagnosis.

“The struggle for transgender
people in 1996 invokes the struggle of
gay and lesbian people in the early
Seventies when the National Gay Task
Force (NGTF) was successful in help-
ing remove homosexuality as a mental
disease. We are aware that transsexual
people have unique concerns in their
lives, including medical treatments

such as hormones and surgery, that are
different from being gay or lesbian.
However, we believe no one —
whether gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans-
gender or intersex (hermaphrodite) —
should have to accept being
pathologized as mentally ill in order to
attain wholeness, completeness and
civil equality.

“NGLTF strongly supports civil
rights protections and affordable
health care for transgenders. We
loathe discrimination and violence per-
petrated against transgenders and
stand in solidarity with transgender
people in their struggle for visibility,
inclusion, equality and justice.”

Unlived Lives

by Anne Vitale, PhD

When I say “unlived lives,” T am
speaking of the inherent frustrations in
“waiting.” Waiting for life to begin.
Yes, one is doing what everyone else is
doing. However, the “doing” has a hol-
low feel to it. Life has more of a spec-
tator quality rather then real time ac-
tual involvement. Life takes on the
quality of being in an intolerably long
line at the bank. Everyone gets to the
teller window but you.

For most gender identity conflicted
individuals the waiting starts very
early. Little boys wait to be allowed to
enter play with the girls as a girl. They
wait for a pretty dress to wear or a doll
to mother for their birthday. Little
girls get by with tomboyish behavior
but they also know they're in a serious
struggle for real gender expression.
Unknowingly, these children start the
long wait for the problem to resolve it-
self. It is common for all children to
turn to magical thinking and to expect
miracles. For example, one of the
more common appeals gender con-
flicted children make to end the wait-
ing is to pray for God to intervene.
Others wish upon a star or make a

birthday wish when blowing out the
candles. Most children use every
chance they have to petition for divine
intervention. It's heart breaking to think
of all those innocent children out there
at this very moment, preying and wish-
ing for a miracle that will never happen.
And then there are the adolescent
years of waiting. A time that starts full
of false hope but ends in further disap-
pointment and confusion. This is a
time in life when the boys watch in
wonder and heart breaking envy as the
girls start to develop into young
women. On the other hand, gender
conflicted girls begin a feminization
process they wanted desperately to
avoid. As boys endure what they feel is
grotesque masculinization, girls endure
what they feel is the indignity of femi-
nization. At this point a certain resig-
nation sets in. They now are aware that
the problem is a significant part of
their life and may never go away.
When the gender conflicted indi-
vidual enters his or her early twenties,
the efforts to relieve the waiting takes
a more practical turn. If a young man
can’t be a woman, perhaps if he makes
some changes, he can become a man.
Perhaps if he joins the armed forces.
Perhaps if he gets married. Perhaps if
he has children. Perhaps if he starts

lifting weights. Perhaps...perhaps...
perhaps. If a young woman can’t
evolve naturally into a man perhaps
she can simply continue acting like
one. Of course, it isn’t the same but it
is better than the alternative. How-
ever, there are other complications for
these dysphoric peoples. Foremost
amongst these is the need for intimacy.
For some men being with the right
woman eases the tensions of non-par-
ticipation. It adds a touch of social re-
spectability and makes the family
happy. The problem, of course, is that
he almost invariable falls in love with
the woman he wants to be. And often
as not starts living his life through her.
This pseudo-life is characterized al-
most invariably by secretly crossdress-
ing in her clothes. Even going so far as
going shopping with her and encourag-
ing her to buy cloths that he wants to
wear. It usually doesn’t take very long
for the wife to rebel and the individual
to realize that far from providing reso-
lution, marriage has complicated the
matter. Now he finds himself waiting
to become a wife as well as a woman.
Can waiting to become a mother, be

far behind?

In the meantime gender dysphoric

continued on page 23
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We've got the books you want... Now. Here's a sample and there's lots more.
Write or call for our free catalog sheets.

The Man In The Red » [ 72 Feminizing Hormonal » |
Velvet Dress by J. J. Allen Therapy by S. Kirk, M.D.  {|

Allen gives us an insider's view of the
psyche of the tq community. This one’s

Completely revised and rewritten. Not
o new edifion, but a new book.

sure to cause a stir in some circles.
216 pages, $22.90

84 pages, $16.50
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satisfied with your FiM Transsexual Porfraits Undersianding Transsexualism by
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i Your Information Source For The Next Millennium!
Publisher CDS = PO Box 61263 - King of Prussia, PA =19406
& CyberQueen Voice: 610-640-9449 « Fax: 610-648-0257 « Email: info@ cdspub.com
Visit our store on the WorldWideWeb at www.cdspub.com

That's how simple it is to find all the
e a transgender information you'll need
) by ¢ ¢ orvantonthe WorldWide Web,
1. The Transgender Forum
http://www.tgforum.com/
2. The TGForum Resource Center
http://www.tgfmall.com/

3. The TGForum Community Center
http://www.transgender.org/tg/

¥ Brought to you by 3-D Communications, Inc., a community owned and
operated web presence. Contact us about getting your organization or
business on the WorldWideWeb. [webmaster @ tgfmall.com]




It’s the January issue and the start
of what will surely be the best year
since 1996. It is also the time of year
when we will be studying those ubiqui-
tous “What's Hot and What's Not” lists
for the new year.

My prediction for what will be hot
in ‘97 ? Stiletto heeled pumps with
pointy toes (if I keep saying it, maybe
it will happen someday.) But who re-
ally pays attention to any of those lists?
Remember the guy who sang the song
Rico Suave? Yeah, he was on the Hot
List for 1992. And the Epilady hair re-
moval system? Very hot in January
1989, until the screams of women and
crossdressers everywhere cooled it off
by February. Some people said per-
sonal computers were going to be red-
hot in the early 90’s. But those were
the same people backing indoor soccer
in the late 70’s, What do they know?

I guess what I'm trying to say is that
the only truly constant source of rock
solid information is right here in front
of you: Vis a Vis.

And don't tell me you made a New
Year’s resolution to stop reading it.
C’mon, we all know resolutions are
made to be broken.

WILL THERE BE A TRI-ESS
CHAPTER FOR DALLAS?

The question above refers not to
the geographic “Dallas” but the trans-
sexual activist Dallas Denny, who for-
mally applied for membership in Tri-
Ess, the national organization for
heterosexual crossdressers. At present,
Tri-Ess excludes transsexuals from full
membership in the group but has a
category called “Friends of Tri-Ess”
for people not of the heterosexual per-
suasion. Ms. Denny's application is the
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gauntlet thrown down so that Tri-Ess
must either refuse her membership—
or change their policy.

This latest assault on the controver-
sial Tri-Ess membership requirements
grew out of Dallas’ past treatise on het-
erosexual crossdressing in general and
Tri-Ess membership in particular
titled Heteropocrisy: The Myth of the
Heterosexual Crossdresser. In that es-
say, she chronicled the divergence of
the membership’s personal practices
with regard to hormone usage, admit-
ted desires about gender transforma-
tion, and the number of Tri-Ess mem-
bers who eventually identify
themselves as transsexual, as against
the stated mission of the organization.

Tri-Ess honored Dallas with an
award at their national convention in
1992. “It's because I am a friend of
Tri-Ess that I'm doing this,” she is
quoted as saying about her latest pro-
test of the membership policy. “If Tri-
Ess denies me membership, them I'm
going to insist on a clear explanation
why. I don’t want to hear that I don’t
believe in and support the mission of
the organization, which is to serve het-
erosexual crossdressers and their part-
ners. I do. And I don’t want to hear
that I'm a transsexual, Tri-Ess has no
right to label me.”

It should be interesting to see how
this all will end. And it would be just
fine with me if this particular contro-
versy over the exclusionary member-
ship policy—which has been raging
since the beginning of time, it seems—
would just go away. Somewhere in
Dallas’ quixotic quest to become a
card-carrying Tri-Ess member, there
S}lollld be a l)araphrﬂse Of t}le Old
Groucho Marx line about “not wanting

to belong to any group that would have
me as a member.” Maybe it would be
“not wanting to belong to any group
that would have me with my member.”

SHE SAID WHAT?!

As I perused the Transgenderist
newsletter of the TGIC group in Al-
bany. N.Y., I saw a small sidebar cri-
tiquing a recent article by Virginia
Prince that appeared in Cross-Talk
magazine October 96.

The critique reprinted direct quotes
from Prince’s own article about trans-
sexuals and they were so shocking that
I had to go right to the horse’s mouth
(so to speak) and read the origjnal ar-
ticle in full in Cross-Talk to confirm
they were true. They were indeed.

Virginia Prince writes a regular col-
umn for Cross-Talk and the one in
question was titled Gender Fundamen-
talists. Her thesis was that transsexuals
activists are of the same stripe as the
rabid fundamentalists who create so
many problems for everyone else of a
more broad-minded bent. Specifically,
Ms. Prince disagrees with the trans-
sexuals” attack on the Tri-Ess member-
ship policy, the same tired bugaboo
noted in the item above. Her argu-
ments in favor of an exclusive hetero-
sexual-only organization are good (and
in truth, I don’t have a big problem
with the Tri-Ess policy although I find
it unnecessary) but her choice of words
in denigrating transsexuals’ motivations
are quite unbelievable.

The reason transsexuals want to tear
down the Tri-Ess exclusionary policy,
according to Prince: “They don’t have
anywhere to go because there are no
effective organizations for transsexuals.
So they remember that they were
crossdressers once and look back on
those days with a ‘sexual nostalgia’, re-
mem[:lering the days when they were i
kind of human [who] fitted in...”

Yes, you read it right. Ms. Prince
would argue that TS’s are no longer
human as we have come to know the
word. “Now after surgery they are no
longer fish nor fowl since they have no
reproductive organs of any kind and
could not survive without synthetic
hormones the rest of their lives.”

Her next argument reminds me of



the racist sentiments that met the civil
rights activists of the Fifties and Six-
ties. “Nobody made them have the sur-
gery so now that they've had it why
don’t they just go about living their
own lives, forming their own organiza-
tions and leave the rest of us alone?
We feel no need to hother them; why
do they feel a need to bother us? After
all. for every TS in the country there
are probably a thousand crossdress-
ers.” Ms. Prince seems to think that
transsexuals are like the “uppity colored
foll” who dared to ask for inclusion to
the society run by the white majority.
We ain’t bothering them, why they
bothering us with all this civil rights
stuff?

The critique in the Transgenderist
(by an unnamed author) called Virginia
Prince senile, with a virulent phobia
towards transsexuals. I thought that
was a little harsh—until I read
Virginia’s own words.

«+.AND BE CAREFUL OUT
THERE!

Paradise Tales is the newsletter of
the Paradise Club in Cleveland, Ohio,
and the October issue carried a note-
worthy article by their Secretary,
Emilia

Emilia reported that a member of
their group was attacked by two men
after leaving a nightspot in town. She
printed a list of safety tips that might
be good for all of us to review. They go
as follows:

1. Be aware of who is in front of you
and behind you.

2. Don’t walk alone, especially if up-
set or intoxicated.

3. Choose busy, well-lit streets.

4, Walk near the curb, avoid con-
struction sites and parks after dark.

5. If you feel threatened, cross the
street, change directions, or run to a
safe place.

6. Always have money for a cab, bus
or phone call. It’s a good idea to carry
a list of friends on whom you could call
in case of emergency.

7. Carry a whistle or “screamer” to
attract attention if confronted.

8. If you leave someplace with a
new friend, introduce him/her to an-
other friend so someone sees the per-
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son with whom you leave.

9. Harrassment often precludes an
attack. If you decide to answer back,
do so from a safe distance and be pre-
pared to fight or run away.

These tips were originally printed in
a hate crimes bulletin. The advice also
encourages anyone who hecomes a vic-
tim of an attack to report it to police as
well as the local anti-violence commit-
tee of the gay/TG community in which
it oceurred. Only by reporting violence
against us will the police be able to
recognize the problem, and perhaps
add to the statistics of hate crimes
from which legislators can measure the
extent of the problem.

NINE OUT OF TEN DOCTORS -
AND ONE CROSSDRESSER

The Neutral Corner, San Diego,
Calif., and their newsletter, Reflec-
tions, have a new editor, Karen, who
wrote a piece called Running With The
Wrong Crowd in the October issue.

Karen’s article is about her first
hand experience with unsupervised
hormone experimentation. While liv-
ing in Dallas several years ago, she fell
inwith a group of transgendered indi-
viduals, half of whom identified as
transsexual, Apparently, Karen at that
time was confused as to whether she
might be transsexual herself, and the
availability of hormones through her
friends led her to take them without a
doctor’s supervision.

As Karen states herself: “I thought,
sure, maybe a little here to help round
out my body, maybe some small
breasts would be nice. This happened
because I didn’t know where 1 was and
decided that the glamour of being a
transsexual would help everything
work itself out.”

In Karen’s case, she met the woman
who would become her wife and her
interest in hormones lessened as she
realized that she was not truly a trans-
sexual. But there must have been
something that didn’t feel right about
it even before she stopped them—
although her essay only hints at this
feeling. She tells us, “The bottom line
is to make sure that you want to [take
hormenes] and to see a doctor. Since 1
am not transsexual, I can’t explain how

it should feel, but I do know when it
feels wrong. Do you?”

Karen's experience also illustrates
the common misstep of some cross-
dressers who feel they may be or per-
haps should “become” transsexual. Her
earlier belief that becoming a trans-
sexual would somehow help things
work out where they weren’t working
out before should be a waming sign for
anyone whose thought patterns are be-
ginning to run in a parallel fashion. In
another article I came across this
month, a counselor commented that
most transsexuals who have some post-
operation regrets feel that way because
the surgery does not remove one’s
problems, in fact it can magnify them.

TURN OUT THE LIGHTS, THIS
COLUMN’S OVER

There are a few things that de-
served some mention without the ex-
tensive analysis [ usually give to my
subjects. Such as...

A couple of newsletters reprinted
an anonymous posting from the Inter-
net that was, for the most part, a pretty
good explanation of crossdressing and
tramsgenderism for the uninitiated. It
was laid out in a question and answer
format. The only bum steer in the
posting was the answer to this ques-
tion: “Can crossdressers be cured?”
The author mentioned that the current
belief among professionals was that
crossdressers cannot be cured, rather
tlley are urgcd to make peace with
their desire to express their femininity.

This answer, I thought, missed the
boat entirely. In a monograph pub-
lished as far back as 1985, a Dr. H.
Lector wrote that crossdressers can in-
deed be cured over smoking hickory
logs for periods between 7 to 10 days.
Dr. Lector reported that the taste was
gcncral]y sa.tisfying ait'nough the tex-
ture was still somewhat tougher than a
good ham cured for the same period.

Would somebody please clue me in
to the arcanery of the Imperial Courts
of Drag Queens? This is some sort of
organization with branches throughout
the country and they seem to be a kind
of Masonic Lodge where wigs and

continued on page 15
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by Barbara F, Anderson

One of the most challenging issues
brought to a therapist is that of disclos-
ing and explaining transgender behav-
ior to children in a family. In earlier ar-
ticles I have written about whether and
when to disclose (“What About the
Children?”) and the impact of not dis-
closing (“Keeping Secrets”). This ar-
ticle will focus on helping parents keep
the best interest of their children pre-
dominant as they contemplate disclo-
sure of a transgender parent.

Patty and Paul came to me around a
disagreement over whether to tell their
teenage son, Pete, about Paul's cross-
dressing. Pete had found female cloth-
ing in Patty’s closet that he knew was
not his mother’s. He confronted his
parents separately and was clumsily
put off by each until they could seek
professional advice. While Patty had
known of and accepted Paul’s dressing
for years, she had never planned to re-
veal this to their son. Paul felt that this
was as good a time as any to tell him.

After eliciting a description of

In The Best Interest Of The Child

M.S.W., Ph.D.

Pete’s psychological adjustment
(stable), and his relationship with his
parents (good), a new question arose.
Why was Pete rummaging through his
mother’s closet? It occurred to all
three of us that Pete, himself might be
a crossdresser. It was decided that
these parents should reveal to Pete his
father’s proclivity, in view of the possi-
bility that the boy was similarly in-
clined and needed support and infor-
mation about this behavior. Should it
develop that there is another explana-
tion for Pete’s interest in his mother’s
closet, his stable psychological adjust-
ment, good relationship with his par-
ents, and their acceptance of crossdress-
ing in their home, would predispose
Pete to accept his father's behavior with
a minimum of discomfort.

This is an example in which two par-
ents were able to put their child’s needs
first and make secondary their concerns
about Pete telling a friend, losing re-
spect for his parents and any one of a
number of less important issues.

Background Papers are $1.25 each:
1. Myths & Misconceptions About
Crossdressing
2. Reasons for Male to Female Cross-
dressing
3. PARTNERS: Spouses &
Significant Others
The Matter of Children
Annotated Bibliography
Telling the Children: A Transsexual’s
Point of View
7. Understanding Transsexualism

5 U

‘& Resources

Significant Other Support

To network with other partners of trans-
gendered people contact Evelyn Kirkland,
987 Old Eagle School Rd., Suite 719,
Wayne, PA 19087.

Pen Pal Program

If you would like to correspond with
other people around the country, con-
tact PenPals, attention Georgia [JJJjj
. PO Box 10723, Midwest City, OK
73140-1723 or email to:

G corouserve.com>
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Lila and Lester were the parents of
three sons. They had a relationship of
conditional affection and respect. In
other words, Lila's affection and re-
spect was conditional on Lester’s keep-
ing his crossdressing under wraps.
That meant he was strictly limited with
regard to when and where he could
dress. Under no condition was he to
socialize with other CDs or leave the
house dressed. The consequences
would be that his behavior would be
revealed to their sons.

They came to therapy because
Lester was increasingly interested in
meeting and socializing with other
transvestites ever since a chapter of a
national “sorority” was established in a
nearby town. Lila saw this interest as
an escalation of his “problem” which
could only be contained by threats of
the harshest measures. It was clear to
me that she meant business as she ex-
plained that if she “lost” Lester, she
had no intention of sharing their chil-
dren with him.

Lila is a good example of a woman
so obsessed with controi]ing her
spouse’s behavior that she has lost
sight of her children’s best interest. It
was only when 1 asked her how she
would feel if her children blamed her
for telling on their father and instead,
rallied around him and deserted her,
that she reconsidered her position.
This bought time to work with her
around developing an understanding
and appreciation of each parents’ role
in the lives of their children.

Neither parent has the right to de-
prive a child of a loving and competent
parent, even if that parent has charac-
teristics, ideas or values that conflict
with the other. Infantile parents with
unresolved dependency needs are the
ones who have the most difficulty sub-
suming their needs in the interest of
those of their children, Not only are
they causing their children psychic
pain, they are creating a new genera-
tion of parents who will exploit &

their children in turn.
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The True Meaning Of Community

by Linda Kaye

Although I generally write about
partners issues, I want to take this op-
portunity to talk about community.
There has been a lot of discussion re-
cently about the pros and cons of the
transgender community in America to-
day. In fact, both Vanessa and I have
written about our perceptions and our
responses to some of the things going
on out there. We don’t like what we
see when we read of feuds, condemna-
tions, accusations, and prejudices
which often abound in this venue.

I was actively and visibly involved in
the transgender community for some
eight years, serving on a variety of
boards and as a leader, both of a trans-
gender support group and of partners
support groups and conferences.

I served on the boards of directors
of both Tri-Ess and LF.G.E., as well as
helping establish the now wildly suc-
cessful Southern Comfort conferences.
I worked hard along the sides of other
women to establish S.P.I.C.E, and was
lucky enough to see its value. I have
been blessed with knowing a variety of
people throughout the country who
are involved (and not so involved) in
transgender issues and groups, and I
count amongst my friends many cross-
dressers, partners, transsexuals, trans-
genderists, and helping professionals. I
have seen the value of true dedication
of those who wish to help, and I have
genuinely felt the pain and fears and
joys of both those transgendered, and
those who love them.

The transgender community is no
different from any other community of
individuals. There are always those
with large egos, those with humble-
ness, those who wish to be served and
those who wish to serve. The transgen-
der community is made up of human
beings, a variety of personalities, as
well as a wide range of differences.
That such a melting pot could live to-

tally in peace is a pipe dream, but de-
spite the idealism of such a thought,
there is nothing wrong in hoping that
such peace could happen.

In the last two years, there have
been substantial changes in my life. I
am no longer so much in the public
view. My personal life has changed
drastically, and these changes have
been both painful and joyful. Other
people have chosen to “perceive” how
those changes came about and they
have often chosen to judge. The truth
is known to only a few, and that is my
choice. Rather than raise issues that
would hurt others, it is better to simply
let the past be and get on with today.

An unfortunate happenstance that
resulted from the personal changes in
my life was the disruption of a very
good friendship with Jane Ellen and
Mary Fairfax, of Tri-Ess. Lack of com-
munication, pain, anger, frustrations -
all of these combined to create a rift
from two people I had long liked,
worked with and treasured as friends.
The rift continued unabated for a year
before Vanessa and I tired of the fight
and asked for peace. Jane Ellen and
Mary were wary, as we were, but the
truth is that fighting, backbiting, accu-
sations (true or false) simply do not
work and only create more distress.
Perhaps more important, the bickering
and sniping only served to hurt others,
who didn’t deserve to be hurt.

So we established a wary peace, and
have made honest attempts (on both
sides) to open a communication, de-
spite the differences in ideologies. Per-
haps we are discovering that we are
not as different as we thought. We rec-
ognize Jane Ellen’s and Mary’s true
dedication to serving and I am person-
ally well aware of the many sacrifices
they have made over the years in their
efforts to serve. In fact, they do too
much, and the community allows it, ig-
noring the fact that they are human,
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too, and could often use a rest.

The point of all this is to tell you
about a rare gift that Jane Ellen has
given us, her former “enemies.” Re-
cently, Vanessa and I have been under-
going a stressful time. Vanessa’s ex-
wife has been denying visitation rights
with her son, and it is currently in the
courts. This denial is based totally on
the fact that Vanessa is transgendered.
In any event, once this denial became
known to us, I suggested to Vanessa
that we turn to Jane Ellen to ask for
help. Considering our former joint ani-
mosity, it was a humbling thing to do,
but one I felt right in suggesting. We
had no idea how Jane Ellen would re-
spond, if at all. What we got was a
lovely gift of friendship, caring, con-
cern and willingness to help in anyway
she could. It takes a large heart to ig-
nore the past and instead reach out to
help a former foe who is now in need.
Jane Ellen never blinked and simply
responded immediately. She offered
not only that caring, but also sound ad-
vice, which we have followed.

I don’t expect us to ever agree on
many issues, but the message here is
one of value. Jane Ellen, a devout
Christian, no doubt responded in
Christian love. Although Vanessa and I
both profess spiritual beliefs, we took
her response instead as that of simple
friendship, concern for someone in
pain and stress. Jane Ellen’s response
is what this community should be
about. It is putting aside differences,
beliefs and simply reaching out to
help. It is time to put aside the preju-
dices, to put aside sarcastic, hateful re-
actions to those different from oneself
and to concentrate on those within the
community who are reaching out for
help. Jane Ellen’s response to our need

is a great example to follow.



mm===== cefe==m —
e SR _
e B e
O E—— i Ee———aa————\
e . Coeeeees S—
e remwm | aeeesseewe— = —
s ————CT—— SESSeeene— wr—eeeews. St
e e
e T T e
e R
e R = e e = =y
e R .,
T T B |
e ]
T ms—aceermy o=
el ] S ————
] e ——

b
o Il

B
>
=

“When the need arises — and it does -
you must be able to shoot your own
dog. Don’t farm it out. That doesn't
make it nicer. [t makes it worse.”

— Lazarus Long
- T >

For a while there I thought we might
have to heed Mr. Long’s words, but it
looks like we’ve survived the first orga-
nizational crisis in GenderPAC. At the
mobilization meeting last November, an
agreement was made (or at least several
of us thought it was made) to change the
name of the news service providing in-
formation about gender activism. In
Your Face, the newsletter of transgen-
der activism was deemed a bit too con-
troversial and too “in your face” for
association with GenderPAC, So, when
press releases and news releases contin-
ued to go out under the In Your Face
banner noting it as a news service of
GenderPAC, some hoard members got
amight testy. After much heated debate,
talk of resignations and talk of firings, ev-
eryone seems to have calmed down. The
real issue is “who is in charge here?” the
Executive Director, Riki Wilchins, or
the board of directors, That issue seems
yet to be settled to everyone’s satisfac-
tion. As for In Your Face, itwill continue
to be published, but not byCenderPAC.
Stay tuned for further developments.
- o O &

The December 10th issue of the Adwvo-
cate is notable for two reasons. First, it
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has an article about the GenderPAC
Mobilization Meeting that took place in
early November, We can use all of the
good press, gay or otherwise, that we can
get, Second, it has the most interesting
back page editorial by columnist Gab-
riel Rotello. Rotello says he thinks that
gays and lesbians are really transgen-
dered and that homophobes bust on gays
and lesbians, not for their sexual choice,
but because of their so-called inappro-
priate gender roles. I like the way this
Rotello fellow thinks. I've been saying
the same thing for a couple of years now.
Finally. someone listened.

- O 9 9
Gender Identity Dysphoria as a diag-
nosis available under the Diagnestic &
Statistical Manual of Mental Disor-
ders (DSM-1V) from the American Psy-
chiatric Association is under attack by
trans-activists who claim the diagnosisis
being used improperly by some thera-
pists to incarcerate queer youth. The
activists are protesting and lobbying the
APA to remove GID from the DSM.
Doing so, however, would have serious
financial and social repercussions for
transsexuals. For example, trans-people
would face the loss of their healthcare
and civil rights in Oregon and Washing-
ton states where being transgendered is
legally defined as a disability. Diana
S]yter a pro-GID activist noted: “ITA
[1t’s Time Americal] has opened an Or-
egon chapter with their sole stated goal
the elimination of Oregon trans-people’s
civil rights under Oregon’s disa’nility
rights laws. With ‘friends’ like these, who
needs Jesse Helms?” My two cents
worth on the subject is this: why not pro-
test against the pnhlis‘hers of c}]emistry
books that tell you how to make E-xplo—
sives. It’s the same prineiple. Trash the
editor instead of the terrorist who makes
and uses the bomb. The problem with
GID isn’t the diagnosis; it does exist as a
disorder. The problem isn’t the DSM;
it's simply a dictionar}f. The prol")lem is
the unethical therapist who abuses them.

- a9 T B
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Jennifer Wells wasn’t afraid to shoot
her own dog. Not more than two weeks
after posting her message about the New
York Hate Crimes Documentation
Project, Wells pulled the plug after the
initial person she was trying to help
turned on her. According to Wells, while
investigating the incident that prompted
the documentation project, she discov-
ered some discrepancies in the alleged
victim’s story. After a confrontation with
Wells over those diserepancies, the
young transsexual said that Wells lost
control and attacked her physically.
Now, I don’t know the person Jennifer
was trying to help, but I do know Jenni-
fer Wells and I just don’t believe that she
attacked another person, let alone an-
other transsexual. I could be wrong, but
I don’t think so. Anyway, Wells posted
some hard learned lessons:
Lesson #1: Don’t Try to Help Anyone in
the T-community
Lesson #2: Don’t Trust Anyone In the
T-community
Lesson #3: If you do try to help anyone
in the T-community, sooner or later it
will come back to haunt you.
Lesson #4: The T-community suspects
anyone who attempts anything productive.
Lesson #5: The T-community will ulti-
mately turn against anyone who shows
leadership... There were more, but you
get the idea.

- B O
(Shameless Plug) We’re hosting a virtual
beauty pageant at the Transgender
Forum <http://www tgforum.com/tgf/
contentl html>. A cyberial, imperial
Queen of the Internet will be crowned
by popular vote. The winner will be lav-
ished with all manner of goodies and win
a free trip to a major gender event. Surf
on over and check it out.

- O T
I promised to pass this along
TransgenderNet is a network of BBS
systems which carry one or more TG-ori-
ented discussion “echoes.” The active
echoes include a general discussion
echo, a crossdresser-only echo, a part-
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ners echo, an echo dealing with trans-
gender politics, echoes on transition and
post-op discussion (both a MTF and a
FTM echo are included), a BDSM echo,
and a personal contact echo. TGNet is
free of charge except for the cost of the
BBS calling a hub system overnight to
exchange mail and echo posts. These
echoes are not available on Usenet, via
Internet listserv, or AOL, CompuServe,
Prodigy, MSN, etc. Unfortunately, as
many of TGNet's original member BBSs
saw their traffic levels drop and their
users migrate to the Internet, they shut
down and left holes in TGNet's connec-
tivity. The founder of TGNet, Beverly
Copeland shut down her own BBS,
Feminet and handed off control to Russ
Goodale of The Room Next Door in
Seattle. Even in this era of “the Internet
is everything”™ there are still many trans-
gender friendly BBS systems up and
running. This is an invitation to those
BBSs to join TGNet and expand the
number of participating voices in our
echoes. If anyone has a favorite BBS that
would be a good TGNet affiliate, urge
them to have their sysop contact Kym

Bichard-@xconn.com> or
Russ [ e nd serv.nets> for
connection information.
- W T O
I got in some hot water with one of the
Renaissance News & Views advertisers
last month because I mentioned a linge-
rie store in Phoenix, Arizona. I'm sorry
for upsetting an advertiser, but this col-
umn is internationally syndicated and
appears in six different publications at
last count. I have readers from all over
the world, and if any one of them sends
me a tip, I'm going to passit along. Let's
not be too parochial here. Besides, I
hardly think that someone from the
Philadelphia area is going to do business
with some store in Arizona rather than
one of the local advertisers.
- T O O

Anyone seen the new VIVA GLAM ad
from MeAeC with RuPaul and
k.d.Iang? Sorry kids, doesn’t work for
me this time. The ad has Bu lclo]dng like
he’s wearing just a bikini. Oh, pleasel Are
we that stupid or what? Ru looks horrid,
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just absolutely horrid. I mean it is soco
obvious he’s wearing a corset. But, still
the schtick with the Viva Glam lipstick
is that every cent (not just the profit)
goes to AIDs research. According to
MeAs(C that total is 5.5 million dollars.

- o> & O #
See, there’s some real benefits to cross-
dressing. According to a study done at
the University for Spoiled Children
(Oops, sorry that’s the University of
Southern California, my son’s alma
mater), the more often a woman applied
an opaque lipstick, the less likely she
was to develop lip cancer, and that us-
ers who applied lipstick more than once
daily cut their risk in half.

- - . -
Miss Plus USA is the newest of the
beauty pageants for women from size 14
and up. The winner for 1996 was Van-
essa Murphy who measures a zaftig 40-
33-44. What's really interesting is that
the Barbizon School of Modeling has
a special $1200 course for the larger
women. A spokeswoman for the school
said a size 16 “... can't rotate our hips
and push out our pelvis in the same way
as a size 4... we have to learn to walk
gracefully in other ways.” Now, if we
could just get that Barbizon course
taught at the Poconos...

- O AT
I seem to have ended up with lots of
browns and dark blues in my closet this
year. The good news is that one of the
freshest looks this season is chocolate
brown with navy blue. As each new sea-
son arrives, it helps to think about build-
ing upon a wardrobe rather than buying
everything new. Each season brings with
it prominent colors. If you’re smart,
you’ﬂ know cxactly what to buy that will
expand your wardrobe. For example,
purple is one of the hottest colors this
season but there are so many different
shades — some are more blue, some
more red. There are bright grapes, rich
plums and deep eggplants. Find which
eolors you like and stick with them.

- 4 T 4O
Accessorizel That's the ticket. If you
have Christmas gifts to exchange, you
might want to treat yourself to some hip,
up-to-the-minute aceessories, like... big,
bold jewelry is back, long chains, big
earrings, major bangles... a shiny vinyl or
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patent leather purse in black or the
more fashionable dark red this season
prices range from $10 to $300 (Gueei
who started the trend)... shiny shoes will
do as well, with a blocky heel a must, but
if you really want to be on top of the
scene, side-zip ankle boots in red
suede... belts are big, especially if they
have a big military style buckle. and
even better if the buckle is engraved with
a designer logo, like CK... and there are
hats and gloves, though I've never
found a hat yet that fits over my wig, but
just in case, look for faux animal prints.

- - -
You'll notice 1 don’t have much to say
about fashion of late. That's because the
designers have all taken leave of their
senses. There isn't any clothing worth
noting because no real woman would be
caught dead in anything that’s come
down the runway. What I'll do here is
give you a peek at some new year
trends... new silhouette — the dress...
“new” color — brown... “new” metallic ~
bronze... new shirt style — tight tee...
“new” fabric — jersey... new respectable
underwear — the thong... new fashion
capital — London... newest fad — knick-
ers... “new” shoe — sexy, ultra-feminine
stilettos (again)...

- e ua T
Here are two books that warrant a men-
tion for the post-holiday gift exchange...
The Lost Artwork of Hollywood by
Fred Basten (Watson-Guptil $40) is a
coffee table book that gathers little seen
screen gems gathered from the late
teens to the forties including some gor-
geous colorwork by well-known artists,
as well as total unknowns... Near and
dear to the heart of many a transvestite
is lingerie and thus Unmentionables: A
Brief History of Underwear by Elaine
Benson (Simon & Schuster $30) would
be of immense interest. This book sug-
gests we are what we wear underneath
our clothes (no argument from me on
that point). The text is full of interesting
facts and bits of titillating information.

- O O O
So, those are my opinions, but, hey, what
do T know? I think a dog that bites the
hand that feeds it ought to be shot. Com-
ments? Write eare of this pllb]icatinn or

email to _@cdspnh.mm».

© 1996 by Creative Design Services.



Ms. Lee Etscovitz, Ed.D.

Renaissance News & Views, Vol. 11, No. 1

Making Sense Of It All

I Am A Person

It may seem a bit obvious to state
that I am a person, for I am obviously a
human being, 1 am not, for example,
an insect. Yet, to carry the metaphor a
bit further, people often treat each
other as if t])f:y real]y were insects.
People even try to stamp each other
out, sometimes psychologically, some-
times socially, sometimes vocationally.
sometimes physically. In fact, soap op-
eras have a heyday with the interper-
sonal intrigues growing out of these in-
sect-oriented attitudes and behaviors.

What is even worse than the inter-
personal undermining of each other,
which we humans endlessly demon-
strate, is the way we often undermine
ourselves. From what I have observed
of my own attitudes and behaviers over
the years, I know for a fact that for all 1
can justifiably blame others for mis-
treating me, I have treated myself even
worse. I have, in effect, stamped out
some of my own humanity, some of my
own potential, some of my self-belief,
and a great deal of my own energy and
creativity. I have been my own enemy,
my own insect.

The problem with being my own in-
sect-like enemy is that T have had
trouble seeing the ways in which I
have been self-destruetive. I could al-
ways see and feel what others were do-
ing whenever their attitudes and ac-
tions were against me. For example, I
felt ashamed and guilty for many years
concerning my transgender wishes,
fantasies, and behaviors, secretive
though all of it was, or perhaps be-
cause it was all so secretive. The shame
and guilt served to erode my self-confi-
dence and my overall sense of well-be-
ing, I treated myself as if I were no
better than an insect that needed to be
eradicated, as if I did not deserve to
participate fully in the world of human
purposes and activities. In other words,
I not only lacked self-respect but also
did not see myself as a real person en-
titled to be respected by others, even
though others did.

It has been in terms of my long
overdue self-recognition and self-ac-

ceptance as a transgendered person
that I have at last begun to feel less
like an insect and more like a true hu-
man being. I now feel I belong on this
eartlh, not crawling around in shame
but rather standing tall with dignity.
This is not to say that I do not continue
to face social and vocational strugg{es,
nor am I free from personal shortcom-
ings. I see more clearly than ever my
personal strengths as well as weak-
nesses. I see myself as a human being
with all the hope mixed with uncer-
tainty, the potential mixed with limita-
tion, which simply being human en-
tails. I like myself as the person I now
am with all of the naturally accompany-
ing human characteristics. I feel I am
entitled to live and to live with others.

My gender change has become the
glue which has, at last, helped me to
put myself together and to keep myself
intact, to give me a sense of wholeness
as a person as well as a firmer basis for
social involvement. But there is an
irony in all of this. Most of my life, as I
have said, 1 felt like an inner freak
whose outer image, though socially ac-
ceptable, did not match my inner
sense of self. In other words, though 1
was socially and vocationally accept-
able to other peaple, at the same time
I felt unacceptable to myself. As I have
pointed out, I felt no better than an in-
sect, for I did not really feel like a per-
son. I did not like the outward presen-
tation of myself, nor did I believe I had
a right to be the person I felt myself to
be on the inside. But now, while I do
feel better about myself both inside
and out, others often feel uncomfort-
able with me. I seem to have gone
from being an outwardly accelptable
person who felt like an inner freak to
an inwardly fulfilled person who is
sometimes seen as an outer freak.

It seems that, as a woman, I am not
always seen simply as a person who has
love to share and capabilities to utilize.
Part of the problem, of course, may be
the fact that T am experiencing what
women in general experience. But this
fact is in addition to my gender
change. I do not give any outward indi-
cation of my male roots. My appear-
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ance, mannerisms, and voice are ap-
parently okay, in spite of many test-
osterone-filled years. Nor do I an-
nounce to everyone my gender change,
but my biological history does follow
me around in my medical, legal, edu-
cational and vocational records and at
times must be revealed. Also, family
members and friends, all of whom
have known me in the past, now see
that I have changed my gender. I am
not saying that everyone has difficulty
with all of this, but I am saying that
gender change is understandably diffi-
cult for many people to handle. I my-
self have certainly spent a good portion
of my own life coming to grips with it,
so the difficulty on the part of other
people is also understandable. Tt is not
something we expect to face in life.

My work as a gender educator is
one of the ways I try to help others un-
derstand this particular phenomenon,
not just within the transgender com-
munity itself but also in the wider
community in which we all live and
work, It is thus true that I do reveal to
some people my gender change. And
vet, the more I write and spesﬁ( about
the transgender phenomenon, espe-
cially in terms of myself as an example
of it, the more I may be contributing to
my own depersonalization. That is part
of the ironic twist to all of this, for I do
want to be seen as more than simply a
phenomenon. Hopefully my own hu-
manity will shine through it all, for I
know I am more than a transsexual; T
am a woman. I am an American citi-
zen; I am a person. Perhaps a brief
poem I have written, called “On Being
Different,” will add a bit more depth
to what I am trying to say:

Each person is certainly different,
but a difference not everyone knows,
s0 all we can do is be patient
and see what we each will disclose.

And then we are put to the test
to accept or reject what we see.
The result is what makes us all human,
but love is what makes us all free.

da
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rhinestones replace the fex’s and epau-
lets. Jackie Evelyn Thorne down in
Houston is active in their chapter and
the pomp and circumstance surround-
ing even the simplest club activities is
mind-boggling. F'rlinstance this nug-
get: “I [Jackie Thorne] have been hon-
ored by Empress XII Ruby Stone in
her appointment of me as Queen
Mother XII in the line of succession
for the Imperial Court of the Single
Star.” Actually, when I was elected
Chapter leader of our Renaissance
group a few years ago, they tried to
impress me with language like that
during my inauguration. It translated
to: “And you have to empty the trash
cans before you lock the door after
each meeting.”

The recent split-up of Tommy Lee
and Pamela Anderson Lee holds an
important message for humankind.
Apparently, Tommy was doing drugs
and cheating on Pamela Lee after only
having been married 21 months. If this
doesn’t prove that man is by nature not
monogamous, I don’t know what proof
you'd need. How do you trade up from
Pamela Anderson? If you can look over
at Pamela (who is probably wearing a
rubber dress and five inch heels, which
seems to be her usual outfit judging by
photos in People magazine and the Na-
tional Enquirer), and say “Been there,
done that,” then it proves that any-
thing—and I mean anything—can get
old. If Pamela is the postergirl of femi-
nine sexiness, then Tommy Lee must
be the Poster—boy of base masculinity
with the caption:

“Never Satisfied.”

15

PERMANENT
PROFESSIONAL

HAIR
REMOVAL

...because this
unwanted problem
could unnecessarily
last forever

JOAN BENCAN
ELECTROLYSIS

408 New Rd. (Rt. 9), Northfield

609-645-8618

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION




\

TRUE SELVES: Understand-
ing Transsexualism—For Fami-
lies, Friends, Coworkers, and
Helping Professionals, by Mildred
L. Brown and Chloe Ann Rounsley,
(Hardbound, 247 pages) San Fran-
cisco, Calif., Jossey-Bass Publishers,
1996.

Mildred L. Brown and Chloe Ann
Rounsley’s True Selves is a breath of
factual and compassionate air in a
world often polluted by ignorance,
misinformation, and outright prejudice
concerning transsexualism. The book’s
primary aim is to help those who come
in direct contact with transsexuals to
understand them as persons engaged
in a struggle of life-shaking propor-
tions, a struggle born out of necessity
and not out of choice.

This compassionate understanding
is made possible by a logical progres-
sion of chapters embracing a compre-
hensive list of highly pertinent topics.
For example, the first five chapters
deal with transsexualism as a dilemma,
the childhood years, the teen years, the
adult years, and therapy. These topics
help us to understand the transsexual’s
inner struggle for self-acceptance in
the face of the gradual realization that
he or she may not be out of his or her
mind after all but rather out of his or
her proper body.
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Given this self-realization, which is
easy to state but often painful in its de-
velopment, the transsexual then faces
the usually arduous outer task of mak-
ing the transition from one gender to
the other in the context of society. The
next five chapters, therefore, discuss
the beginning of such a transition, the
transition and the workplace, bringing
the news home, medical and surgical
options, and guidelines for support.
Since we live in a bipolar society,
which means that people in general are
identifiable as either male or female
and not as something ambiguously
inbetween, a transsexual seeks accep-
tance as the male or female he or she
presents to the world. Unfortunately,
acceptance by family, friends, and co-
workers is not always forthcoming. The
authors, with realism and compassion,
discuss the transsexual’s social struggle.
The chapter on bringing the news
home and the chapter offering guide-
lines for support speak directly to the
pain suffered by transsexuals as they
try to live a normal life, a life of pro-
ductivity, enjoyment, and friendship.

Several autobiographical state-
ments by transsexuals themselves help
us to understand the overall struggle
which their experience entails. A fe-
male-to-male transsexual, for example,
is worth quoting: “Every day is a

TELEPHONE (215) 547-9417

struggle for me because I know I have
to play a role I'm not comfortable in, It
stresses me out so much! I'm sick and
tired of the whole charade! At work, 1
present a cheerful image. So they ex-
pect me to be all feminine and
happy. They're used to seeing me
with a smile on my face all the time.
If they only knew the pain and tor-
ture I'm going through!”

At the very end of the book the au-
thors provide a resource guide contain-
ing the names, addresses, and tele-
phone numbers of many transgender
organizations throughout the United
States, some hotline telephone num-
bers, and transgender websites on the
internet. A brief but useful bibliogra-
phy is also included. Overall, thisis a
book which is meant for anyone who
wants to understand the transsexual
phenomenon, not just for the sake of
knowledge but also to improve one’s
way of dealing with the transsexuals
with whom one comes in personal con-
tact. This may be one of the best books

yet on this whole topic. g
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Good Tidings...

by Jenmifer IR

Countertenor Derek Lee Ragin
sang alto in the Philadelphia Orchestra
performances of Handel’s Messiah on
December 1 and 3, 1996. The Messiah
is an oratorio, not an opera, so no
crossdressing was involved. Nonethe-
less, when I raised my eyes and looked
at the chandelier while Mr. Ragin was
singing, I could not tell that a woman
was not singing. Derek Lee Ragin was
heard as the singing voice and on the
soundtrack of the 1994 movie
Farinelli: Il Castrato.

Countertenors tend to have regular
male speaking voices, but have the
range to sing female parts because of
their highly developed falsetto. The
use of countertenors to sing alto parts
is on the rise for two reasons. The first
reason is historical authenticity. The
Baroque opera regularly used castrati
to play female roles. The use of castrati
ceased in Italy at the end of the Eigh-
teenth Century. Unfortunately, there
are no recordings from the Baroque
era, but it has been argued on the basis
of Baroque treatises that countertenors
can duplicate the sound of castrati-
naturally. An authentic instrument
movement arose in the sixties and sev-
enties which has advocated the use of
all male choirs, just as Bach used them.
No females would have been permit-
ted in church choirs performing Bach’s
Cantatas in his day. A second reason is
that, while there have always been
natural male sopranos and tenors, and
the appearance of countertenors seems
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to be on the rise, female altos are be-
coming rare. Furthermore, although in
Handel's England, castrati would have
been used only in performances of
Italian opera, and Handel could have
used women, the low notes in Handels
alto arias make them difficult for
women to sing. Handel may in fact
have used female altos and sopranos,
but apparently he composed as though
for castrati.

The title of this article derives from
my favorite portion of the Messiah, the
alto air with chorus, “O thou that
tellest good tidings to Zion.” When I
saw (not just heard) Derek Lee Ragin
sing, I thought it would open doors. 1
heard the aria many times on record-
ings, but I first noticed how beautiful it
is when I went to a Handel's Messiah
Sing-Along at my alma mater. The au-
dience may join in the chorus portions
in Sing-Alongs. For some reason, it
was difficult to coordinate the air and
the chorus in this parﬁcu]a_r aria, and it
had to be redone several times. The
piece was beautiful, but T was barred
from singing it because T am a genetic
male. T thought that the only thing that
would bar me from singing it after
Derek Ragin would be my bass croak. I
thought that after Ragin, people counld
sing along with the Messiah according to
voceal competence, not genc!er,

I thank the person associated with
the orchestra for doing two things.
First, I appreciate the information he
provided me on the history of musie,
which would have been difficult for me

to research for myse]f given the dead-
line for this article and the demands of
my job. Second, I thank him for dis-
abusing me of a few illusions. At the
present time, I do not think there is
much of an element of transgenderism
in the use of male countertenors to
supplant female altos in classical per-
formances. In a way, this is appropri-
ate. If a male wishes to be female in
his singing voice only, he should not
have to undergo physical castration to
do so. Nor should he have to suffer in-
sinuation that he is gay or transgen-
dered unless in fact he is such and
wishes to be known as such. Nonethe-
less, the transgendered community
should note and watch this phenom-
enon for several reasons.

First, countertenors may begin don-
ning women’s clothing to play female
parts in Baroque operas. Second, if it is
true that there is a rise in men who,
without castration, by natural means,
can sing ranges normally possible only
for genetic women and castrati, while
genetic female altos are becoming
rare, this should be investigated as re-
gards to possible physical and cultural
influences.

Third, I asked an orchestra repre-
sentative if feminist groups would not
protest supplanting genetic women vo-
calists with countertenors. I noted that
the proportion of female instrumental-
ists in the orchestra is much lower than
in music school orchestras. My inter-

continued on page 18
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Opera..,

locutor responded that in Europe, for
example, in Vienna, the orchestras are
all male. But then he said that femi-
nists are not protesting the use of
countertenors because this phenom-
enon is being counterbalanced by the
use of women in “trouser roles,” that
is, performances of Baroque operas
where women play all roles, including
male roles. I have yet to see the Opera
Company of Philadelphia put on such
a performance. If feminist groups
mount a protest, the transgender com-
munity should be prepared to suffer a
backlash, despite the fact that the or-
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chestra wishes no association between
countertenors and transgenderism,
Fourth, there are feminists who ad-
vocate female separateness. As a
woman’s soul in 2 man’s body, adher-
ence to such tenets would be ridicu-
lous for me. I just finished Rene
Denfeld’s The New Victorians and am
glad to see genetic female feminists
criticize separatism. As I know from
experience at a company where I used
to work, when departments become all
female, it is no advance for women’s
rights. The jobs become work no male
would voluntarily accept. Companies
can prey on women by exploiting their
traditional role, for example, by pro-
moting women because it is cheaper
(due to lower initial rank), they are

cute (giving a good looking young
woman executive rank so she can es-
cort a balding runt to high level meet-
ings), or because they are obedient
(will become compliant tools of
downsizing). On the other hand, the
castrati hark from a day when men
played women'’s roles to make the lat-
ter superfluous. It was an era in which
women were cut off from perfor-
mance, and performers were, no pun
intended, cut off from women, life-
long! I have lived through the feminist
overreaction to this culture-and en-
trenchment of it. I became transgen-
dered because I live and work in a pink
collar environment, and welcome the

presence of genetic female g

Letter
% to the

Editor

| would like to express my feelings on
your newsletter! And, how the informa-
tion you have in the letter is there to help
your readers. Or, is it for the writers to
get onthe soap box for the ego?

Example: Yal. 10, No. 12, December
1996, page 13: How you can get a fitted
undergarment and the correct size. And
also a brand (of) garment called (a)
Smoothie, Well, why go to Arizona when
you have it right here in Pa. (at)
Romania's Lingerie. All of the abovel

To vell you the truth, | wanted to write
you for over a year or so. | have a few
questions for you. Why do you run ads in
your newsletter? What is the purpose? |
would say so your group can make
money, Would that be correct? Well,
that's fine. And what about the advertis-
ers? Do we get to make money from run-
ning the ad? If so why haven’t you written
articles on your advertisers?

I am not the only one who feels this
way, But, | am the one who will express
my feelings in this matter. | would like to
see this letter in your newsletter next
month. | wonder how many calls you

would get? But | know you won't print
this letter,

| have told many people about your
group. | have given your number and a run
down onyour group, No longer! | will never
tell anyone about Renaissance, your
group. You should look at whe helps you!
Then, maybe you should extend yourself
to them, One hand really does help the
other.

Sincerely,

Josephine B, Thuesen

Romania’s Lingerie

PS: | ran an ad in the newsletver for
three years, No longer. Please, don't
send me anything on your group any
longer. Thank you.

Well, since I love to rise to a chal-
lenge, that was the letter Ms. Thuesen
thought we wouldn’t print. She raises a
couple of interesting points. Yes, in the
past we have not paid as much attention
to our advertisers as we should. We
have gotten some advertisers men-
tioned in columns, however, we could
be better at that and we will. But, (and
you knew I'd have one) Ms. Thuesen
admitted to me on the phone the ad she
ran with us did attract the clientele she
was hoping for., She got the value she
pcl,id for when she placed her ad.

This newsletter is for all of our
members, to inform through the edito-
rial content and tlu‘ough the informa-
tion presented by advertisers. If you, as
a reader of the news, visit an advertiser
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colleagues.

and get great service, a good deal or
have a bad experience please let us
know. Write a review or send the info to
our shopping column. If you read
something in the News that you agree
with, disagree with, or can add informa-
tion to, write to us and let us know,
From the beginning of News & Views
we have tried to make this thing a two
way comimunication process.

Which brings me to the second
point. If you (a member or an adver-
tiser) have a problem with anything
about Renaissance—{rom the newslet-
ter to the meetings to the response you
get from a phone call to the office,
please let us know, If you wait a year to
tell us about it we can’t do anything to
correct the situation. I'm sorry that Ms.
Thuesen didnt mention her feelings
sooner and I apoligize for the oversights
on our part that led to those feelings.
It’s not a question of writers feeding
their egos. It’s more that we have a hard
working group of people who volunteer
their time and skills to produce the
newsletter every month. A lot of the
time we are facing a deadline and won-
dering how we're going to fill our space.
I think the whole staff does a great job,
and I hope you do, too.

JoAnn Robert’s reply: Ms. Theusen
is comp]aining about my column, so
please see my reply in this month’s Hot

Buzz.
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7 Ask The Dermatologist

Dear Derma,

| have a patch of skin near my nose
that will not hold makeup. Every time |
apply makeup there the sponge takes off
more than it places. | had a girl friend
once who had this problem but | never
thought it would happen to me. Is there
anyway to recondition this patch of skin?
Fortunately it's not in the beard area but
I'm afraid someone will notice a bare
patch on my otherwise made up face.

Spotty

Dear Spotty,

Since you do not describe a raised
skin lesion, scale, or other obvious ab-
normality, I will assume that the area
appears reasonably normal. Since it is
near the center of the face, the problem
may very well be sebaceous (oil) gland

overactivity, or rosacea, in which both
oil glands and the surrounding tissue
overgrow. Since most makeups consist
of oil, water, and covering material, oil
gland overactivity may well cause the
skin not to receive makeup.

Several solutions are possible. There
is an acne medication, Sulfacet-R, which
consists of a drying lotion that contains
sulfur and sodium sulfacetamide, that
can be used as a makeup base, especially
in small areas. It comes with a pigment-
ing agent you can adjust to the desired
color. Cover this with powder, and you
may be “Spotty” no more.

Another possible method involves
the use of makeup application tech-
nique. Rather than sponge on a
makeup, you can pat it on, as is done
with water-base makeups. Makeup ap-

plied by this technique usually stays
put. You may even want to go with one
of the better covering water bases in
this area. Prescriptives is a good brand
of this type. As always, you do best to
set the makeup with a pressed powder,
which again can be patted on.

Or, you can go in the opposite direc-
tion. An extremely heavy makeup, such
as Covermark or Dermablend, patted
on, may overcome even a lot of under-
lying oil. These makeup bases cover
skin lesions of all types, from bare areas
to birthmarks.

Dear Derma,
| have a lot of hair on my hands. This

is very inconvenient since | love to cross-

continued on page 24

PERMANENT MAKEUP

% Dr. A. S. Nubel

Psychotherapist

Specialized in Treatment
of Gender Tdentity Disorders (TV/TS)

Individuals
Marriage & Family
Groups
683 Donald Dr. N.
Bridgewater, NJ 08870

Insurance Accepted

(908) 722-9834
Fax (908) 722-0666

“... Electrolysis. I've been through it.
I can help you through it.”

Jenell A. Ashlie

Professional Electrolysis

Chester, Pa. 19013 61087202091

JEAN RICHARTZ LONGMIRE, SPECIALIST  609-782-8100

GIFT GERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS
SYYeoeriéx

Gereter«

“TIMELESS BEAUTY THAT NEVER ENDS*

FREE CONSULTATION
609-770-0070

PERMANENT MAKEUP

EYEBROWS  EYELINER ¢ LIP LINING
LIP FILL IN « CAMOUFLAGE

NO NEEDLE ELECTROLYSIS

» PERMANENT NON INVASION TECHNIQUE

* AS EFFETIVE AS NEEDLE TECHNIQUE

« FDA LISTED AS PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL DEVICE
* NO PITTING, SCARRING OR INFECTION

* MAKEUP APPLIED IMMEDIATELY

CALL FOR MENU OF OTHER SERVICES
CREDIT GARDS ACGEPTED
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Shopping
With

Jessica

b Jessica Brandon

Greetings, girlfriends, and Happy
New Year to one and all! I hope every-
one enjoyed the best the holidays had
to offer, and that Santa brought you
everything you asked for and more! As
for moi, 'm now doing my shopping
columns on a brand new Apple Power
Macintosh, courtesy of my alter ego,
Jeff, who, on occasion, can be a really
swell guy! Now, if he can get me one
of those diamond studded, million dol-
lar bras Victoria’s Secret was pushing,
then I'll love him forever!

But I digress, it’s time to talk shop-
ping! To start off the new year, I
wanna talk about boobs, no, I don’t
mean stupid people, arrogant athletes
or scummy politicians, I'm talking
about the various forms of forms we
stuff into our bras to give us that won-
derfully busty feeling. Now, since the
majority of us are “mammarilly chal-
lenged” (i.e. flat chested), we have to
resort to all sorts of clever homemade
inventions to fill out our bras, every-
thing from birdseed, rolled up socks
and BB pellets to the water boobs
made famous by JoAnn Roberts. Me?
I've just about used them all!

Eventually, some of us gravitate to-
wards using prosthetic breastforms,
the kind used by women who have had
a mastectomy. These forms, as you no
doubt know, are extremely expensive,
ranging in price from $400 to $500
apiece. Hardly something every Jane
Q. Crossdresser can readily afford.
Even the well known Mirage breast-
form (which, when last I checked,
costs around $650 a pair) can be pro-
hibitively, almost obscenely expensive.
However, it just so happens that less
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costly alternatives are available.

The first alternative is what I cur-
rently use, Curves. I first saw them
advertised in Cosmopolitan, so I de-
cided out of curiosity to give them a
try. I was pretty amazed with the re-
sults. Curves are soft, durable, non-at-
tachable silicone pads that look, feel,
weigh and even bounce like real
breasts. Once inserted into a bra (pref-
erably an underwire) or swimsuit (the
pads are waterproof), Curves warm to
your body temperature and mold to
your breast shape, making them ex-
tremely comfortable to wear, almost to
the point where you might forget
you're wearing them.

Obtaining a set of Curves couldn’t
be simpler. Just call 1-800-5-CURVES
and tell them which size you want. The
Large increases you from 1% to 2 cup
sizes while the Extra Large takes you
from 2 to 2% cups. Heck, they even
come tinted for darker skin tones! If
that wasn’t enough, the forms come in
a sturdy case for travel, complete with
marked compartments for those of you
like me who don’t know their left from
their right, along with directions on the
use and care of the forms. And the cost:
under $150 a pair before shipping. A -
bargain of Partonesque proportions!

Alternative number two is a similar
product called Accents. These are also
non-attachable silicone pads that can
be put into any underwire bra to help
fill out your bust. Just like Curves, Ac-
cents move, bounce, weigh and feel
just like real breasts, molding to your
breast shape and warming to your
body temperature. Accents also come
in two tones, cream and taupe, I or-
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dered the taupe, but weren't quite as
dark in color as the mocha color of
Curves. In addition, Accents also
comes in a stm'dy container separate(l
into left and right compartments.

I ordered a pair of Accents and they
came pretty quickly, thanks to FedEx.
In addition to the forms themselves, I
also ordered a cleaning kit for an
added $10.00. The instructions for the
use, placement and care of the forms
are quite upfront and simple to follow.
I wore the forms in a bra and spent a
Sunday wearing them from sun up to
bedtime and found them very comfort-
able. After awhile, T almost forgot I
had them on as they felt very natural to
me. However, Accents cost less than
Curves at only $89.95 before shipping,
If you're interested, call the company
at 1-800-714-3399,

If you want something to put your
Curves or Accents in, you might be in-
terested in knowing that the legendary
Wonderbra now comes in a satin
strapless model for around $26 (but
are cheaper through mail order in the
One Hanes Place catalog) in all the
better department stores from coast to
coast. I put it through a day long test
for comfort (on the same day I tested
the Accents) and it passed with flying
colors on that score. In my book, you
should have a good strapless bra or two
in your lingerie drawer and this model
of the Wonderbra is a winner.

The aforementioned Victoria’s Se-
cret also makes some pretty good bras.
In addition to their Miracle Bra
which comes in satin, lace and studded
diamond, they also have a model called
Perfect Silhouette which is seamless
so it won’t show underneath clothing, I
wore one under a tight turtleneck and
it provide a smooth, natural look. The
Perfect Silhouette comes in a classic
back close version, a racerback with a
front close and a convertible model
with removable straps. If you want a
V.S. catalog, call 1-800-888-800.

Now for an update from last month.
As promised, I put Revlon’s New
Complexion One Step Makeup
through its paces recently at the Re-
naissance Holiday Party. Just as with

continued on page 23
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.  IransVamp Publications ¢
BB poudipracns Rl Lo’ Debra’s Closet
q o © Tales of A Sexy Vampire, Second Edition : :
Ly © The Sexy Vampire Cookbook Fashionable Consignments
-‘.I‘ji] l)»' I! Each volume is $20 and chock full of makeup New Designer F ashions
oAl and image advice on how to look, act, and feel
" ¢\ your sexy hest. Send $2 for more information Lﬂyaways
I’ A '\ about these books and new wig brochure.
!;.r \\P\ Discretion assured. .VISA.
AW Mary Lerario, 2300 Walnut St. £405, *MasterCarde
e Discovere
e AMEXe
Eileen Shields Pudleiner Private Evening Shopping
Free Consultation * Free Brochure .
Dermatologist Recommended & Lists of Dermatologists by APPOHItme“t
A.B.E. Electrolysis Hargrove Plaza
. . g 2673 Haddonfield Road
40% off your first visit "
224 Nazareth Pike, Bethlehem, Pa, 610-867-9446 Pennsauken, NJ 08110
Easton, Pa, 610-252-5958 609.486.9636
8 Broad St #510, Hazleton, Pa. 717-455-4595
RD2 Bollinger Rd, Kunkletown, Pa. 610-381-4758

Transvestite? Transsexval?
Dominant? Submissive?
Fantasies? Fetishes?
Too shy to meet in person?

Call now to where all lifestyles are treated in an
intelligent, caring, creative way. Perhaps you have
thoughts, needs, concerns, questions? Why be alone?
Call me, Mistress Eva Johnson for counseling and fantasy exploration. Ms. Scarlet,
Sweet TV Kelly and myself are available to train or transform you into the glamour
girl, or demure girl you desire to be.

Privacy assured. Call now for free 24 hour info: 215-602-2888.
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Shopping..

Clinique’s City Base, New Complex-
ion went on smoothly, covered com-
pletely, felt light on my face and had
lasting power, even after a long night
of merriment. With a whopping 16
shades, New Complexion will work for
just about anyone. As I've mentioned
previously, Revlon has greatly im-
pressed me with the quality of their
products, especially their excellent
ColorStay line.

Lastly, here’s an item that everyone
should have for what I call “safe shoe
wearing.” Prior to the Henri David's
Halloween Ball, I bought a pair of
pumps and had them dyed to match a
red dress. Since these pumps sported
four inch spikes, I worried about slip-
ping. So, I bought a product called
shoe sole ground grippers. These are
pads with a rough, stucco like surface
that you attach to the soles of your
shoes via adhesive backing. Once on,
they give you traction on wet or slick
surfaces, ideal for new shoes.

Well, girls, that’s it for now. In next
month’s column, I'll be starting a regu-
lar feature where I'll spotlight the ad-
vertisers you see here every -
month in the pages of News
& Views. If you wanna rap
to me about shopping or
pass a tip along, you can
buzz me at

@voicenet.com>. s .
ntil next month, be
smart, buy smart and
look smart! Happy shop-
ping, sisters!
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Lives "

females take full advantage of a world
denied their male counter parts. Un-
like gender dysphoric males who avoid
gay life with a passion, these women
often move into the lesbian commu-
nity. There they have a history of easily
finding someone who enjoys their
unique blend of maleness and female-
ness. They also take full advantage of
the social acceptance of short hair on
women and the wearing of gender
neutral clothing. Add a few male af-
fects and the image, if not the fact, of
maleness is almost complete.

By now the picture is clear. As the
decades pass, anxiety and depression
places an ever growing burden on life.
Typically, life stagnates and becomes
something to endure. Some people turn
to drugs and alcohol to mellify the pain.
When that too becomes intolerable,
ﬂloughts of suicide creep in and all too
often becomes the solution of choice.

Unfortunately, this is an all too fa-
miliar pattern. The only way to end the
dysphoria, like any other problem one
faces in life, is to come to terms with it,
Acceptance is the key here. Accep-
tance of gcrldcr divcrsity and accep-
tance of an answer based on the reality
of what is possible. The good news is
that what is possible usually far ex-
ceeds initial expectations. Thanks to
the influence of modern therapeutic
understanding of gender issues, there
are now thousands of people who have
worked through their fears and are
leading authentic lives. For all of you
who have yet to face your gender is-

and more.

Large Selection
René of Paris, Henry Margu, Eva Gabor

Call _for appointment

sues, it's time to let
the waiting end.

© 1996 by Anne
Vitale, Ph.D., a psy-
chotherapist special-
izing in gender re-
lated issues. She is an
associate of the D
Street Counseling
Group, 610 D Street,
San Rafael CA
94901, (415) 456-
4452, Internet;

nbn.com>.
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From The

Renaissance
Library

The bimonthly meeting of Discus-
sion Plus, a discussion group spon-
sored by the Renaissance Library un-
der the guidance of our National
Librarian, Dr. Lee Etscovitz, was held
on Wednesday, December 4 from 8 to
9:30 PM at The Woods. The meeting
was conducted by Gloria Vogel, the as-
sistant discussion leader and a member
of Renaissance with professional expe-
rience in facilitating group discussions.
Gender identity was the major topic
for the session. The next meeting,
which is open as usual to everyone at
no Charge, will be on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 5, 1997 at 8 PM at the Woods.
For further information, please call
Dr. Etscovitz at (215) -

Two new books have been received
b}f the library:

1, Counseling In Genderland: A
Guide for You and Your Transgen-
dered Client, by Niela Miller (Paper-
back, 200 pages) Boston, MA: Differ-
ent Path Press, 1996.

2. True Selves: Understanding
Transsexualism - For Families,
Friends, Coworkers, and Helping
Professionals, by Mildred L.. Brown
and Chloe Ann Rounsley (Hardbound,
247 pages) San Francisco, CA: Jossey-
Bass Publishers, 1996.

Both books are excellent. Counsel-
ing In Genderland was reviewed in
the November, 1996 issue of News and
Views. True Selves is reviewed in this

issue.



Dear Derma...

dress regularly and nobody likes a girl
with furry hands. | know one of our girls
who plucks the hairs out with tweezers. |
have been considering this since elec-
trolysis seems like an expensive solution.
I know you can pluck your brows. Are
there any drawbacks to plucking the hair
on your hands?
Follically Gifted

Dear Gifted,

Plucking the hair out of the hands is
an acceptable way to remove it tempo-
rarily, although it is about as pleasur-
able as a leisurely Epilady. The main
problem is that careless technique may
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cause a bacterial infection of the fol-
licles. Electrolysis will remove the hair
permanently. How quickly the removal
occurs depends upon the skill of the op-
erator and your own hair’s propensity to
regrow. As you say, it is expensive, and
can lead to a variable degree of scar-
ring. It is not a procedure I would rec-
ommend to anyone with a history of ke-
loid formation (overgrown scars).
Epilating creams can be effective, but
can cause severe irritant reactions.

On balance, I favor waxing or sugar-
ing. Both these techniques have the ef-
fect of a massive pluck. These proce-
dures, which are done by cosmeticians,
cost in the $60 to $80 range. Sugaring is
probably the less painful of the proce-
dures, but not all cosmeticians use this
technique. Doing the forearms and

hands takes about 90 minutes, more or
less, depending on the amount of hair
present. The chief side effect is a hive-
like reaction, caused by release of hista-
mine around the hair follicles. Usually,
this lasts only a few hours. The most
pleasant side effect for crossdressers is
that, over time, the hair tends to thin
out, as a certain number of hairs seem
to get discouraged and don’t grow back.
After waxing, the hair usually takes
about 6 to 8 weeks to grow back. So the
crossdresser contemplating this tech-
nique may have to evaluate it in the
light of family functions or summer ac-
tivities. On the other hand (so to
speak!), his hands and arms may be
“good” for two genderland conventions!

s

HaPPH Ncw Ycar and best wishes from the staff of

Renaissance News & Views

PO BOX 471

INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP COUNSELING
ON THE PERSONAL AND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS
OF GENDER VARIATIONS

Lee Efscovifz,

HUMAN DIMENSIONS

Willow Grove, PA 19090
Ans. Mach.: (215) 657-1560
Fax: (215) 659-1331
E-MAIL: hmdm@voicenet.com

Ed.D.

1013 Brookside Rd
Allentown, PA 18106

P K Consulting Associates EdJ‘]l)ditI:l/[D].)'DeiK/lI )
Patricia Klein, M.S. e e
Sexuality Issues
Orientation ® Gender Identity .
Partners ® Families Suite 110

Box 3624
610-821-2955

CREATIVE
PSYCHOTHERAPY
ASSOCIATES

BOARD CERTIFIED SEXOLOGIST

Individual, Family, Marital,
Divorce & Sexual Counseling

55 Princeton-Hightstown Rd.
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550

(609) 27526556
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ATIHT O\
WANTS O

Renaissance is about people hel ping people.If you’d like to

getin the swing, get in touch.

If you’re in the Greater Philadelphia area we could use your help in the National Office:

1. Talking to people who are in need of contact with other transgendered people as a member of
the Phone Watch.

2. Join the Library Team and help organize the Renaissance Library, cut and paste newspaper
articles, file newsletters from other groups.

3. Join the newsletter mailing crew and help get out the News.

If you’re not near the National Office:

1. Write articles for News & Views.

2. Organize alocal chapter. (If there is none in vour area.)

3. Write to lon ely people who aren’t near a Renaissance chapter and give them emotional support
and information.

Yes, Aunt Mona wants you. Send a note to the office with your address, phone number,
email, etc. and mark it to the attention of “Volunteers™ or call us and leave a message for
Angela Gardner. You can do a lot to hel p Renaissance grﬂw

987 Old Eagle School Road, ‘iulte'?lg' “a\ne Pa 19087
€ Phone: 610-975-9119 € email: b(,nsalun@cpcn com @

Splish Splash | was
taking a swim—and
somebody snapped

my pl cture! If you participated in the
Speaker Training Session last
year, please make sure we
have your address and phone

Remember, next month is the Annual
Renaissance News & Yiews Swimsuit
lssue! Get your photo in a bathing suit

to us right away. Deadline for being number on file. Drop us a
included is January fifteenth. Run to the note with that infomation and
post officel (No, don't run—you'll trip in your daytime availability.
those stillettos and hurt yourself, Thanks for participating.

Walking is fine.)Send your swimsuit photo
to: Swimsuit, c/o Renaissance. PO Box
520, Bensalem, FA 12020.

See you in News & Views in February!
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MembershiE egelication/nenewal

Mailing Name:
Mailing Address:
City: State: Zip:

If this is a renewal, please enter your current membership number:

Note: All memberships are good thru Dec. 31st of the current year. If you join after February Ist,
you may obtain back issues of the newsletter free on request. Dues after Oct. 1st are the full amount
but count for the following calendar year. Please mark your choice(s) below:

Renaissance Greater Philadelphia, 987 Old Eagle School Rd, Suite 719, Wayne, PA, 19087
Q) $40 per calendar year.

Renaissance Lehigh Valley, PO Box 3624, Allentown, PA 18106

(Jd $40 per calendar year.

Renaissance Lower Susquehanna Valley, PO Box 2122, Harrisburg, PA 17105

(J $40 per calendar year.

Renaissance Delaware, PO Box 5656, Wilmington, DE 19808

] $40 per calendar year.
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(] $24 per calendar year.
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