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LIVES REMEMBERED

Thomas “Willie”
Brashears

Thomas “Willie” Brashears, who was
known for his acid wit and a big heart, died
of AIDS-related complications on June 20 at
the age of 31.

Willie was born in Baltimore on
December 3, 1963, and grew up in
Highlandtown. He came out at an early age,
and was a proud -
gay man and an
enthusiastic sup-
porter of his com-
munity. In the late
’70s, he helped
found the Gay
Youth group at the
Gay and Lesbian
Community Center
of Baltimore. The
organization was
the first group in
the city designed to provide a safe place for
gay teens; Gay Youth was one of Willie’s
finest early achievements.

In 1980, he moved to New York, where
he started his career working at Uplift, an
Art Deco/Art Nouveau antique lighting
store. With what he learned at the store, he
started his own business, Lighting by
Grapes, in Baltimore. Willie’s work, which
continued until the latter stages of his ill-
ness, was the restoration of antique lamps
and lighting fixtures. He also created beauti-
ful lamps of his own design—many can be
seen today lighting up living rooms all over
Mount Vernon.
~ But his passion became his life-partner of
seven-and-a-half years, Robert Hooker. The
two met and fell in love in Baltimore,
where, with the exception of one year spent
together in New York, they made their
home. As a pair, Willie and Bob took great
pleasure in their community and each other.
They threw many of the fiercest parties in
Mount Vernon. Bob, an accomplished chef,
would cook, and Willie would dazzle guests
with his flair for design.

LIVES REMEMBERED Articles

Willie was never at a loss for words,
either—he was the first with the latest and
could “read” with the best of them. Of
course, two seconds after giving someone a
tongue-lashing, he would offer him a bite to
eat, an antique dish, or a place to sleep for
the night. He was almost unerringly gener-
ous.

After Willie found out that he was HIV-
positive, he became an active member of the
People With AIDS Coalition. As part of the
organization, he founded the Positive and

| Comfortable Coffechouse, a monthly event

that gave PWAs a place to relax, listen to
rpusic, enjoy tasty treats, and, for a short
time, get away from the harsh reality of liv-
ing with a terminal disease.

And make no mistake, Willie /ived with
AIDS—he stayed active in the community
for as long as he could and fought the illness

until the end. And he died peacefully, sur-
rounded by his favorite things, in his own
home, and in his lover’s arms.

Willie is survived by his partner, Robert
Hooker, his mother, Sally Calo, four sisters,
a host of nieces and nephews, many friends
whose lives he touched, and his devoted
dog, Agnes Marie.

In accordance with Willie’s request, there
will be no services. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to AIDS Action
Baltimore, 2105 N. Charles St., Baltimore,
Md. 21218; or HERO, 101 W. Read St.,
Suite 819, Baltimore, Md., 21201.
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