I. M.—Neal Barge late of

leans Minstrels is dead.
L BN A

New 6r-

James J. Tarner of Providence, R. 1.,

is visiting in :_iew York. :
L BN 3

Inman arcd Moore are engaged to head
the Whittman Sisters Novelty Co., the]
balante of the ecason. They are in At.
lanta, Ga , and send regards to friends

ra 8 e '

D. E. Washington, stage manager of
Swain's Nashville Students, Is the sole
manager aod coutractor of Pawnee
Bills Colored Cozncert. Tbls means
success to the concert company.

- - -

Geo. L. Moxley is recovertug from
bis rheamatic attact and 13 able to work
at bis trade, barbering at Martinsbarg
W Va. Hesends regards to the pro-
feeslon wisking them a good season.

L] L] -

A V. Wooten, trap dummer {8 now
in Prinaville, O He seads best regarda
to Clara Freeman and elster, of the Hot
test Coon in Dixie company and Whit-
ten Viney. Wounld ltke to hear from
=1 “esponsible managers.

o 8

I «ldom go tothe theatre nowadays”
~aid Mrs Prue *‘The costumes are so
Sbwhiog ' *Yes indeed " agreed Miss
Artless *taxt time I was there the
eow «of gome of the women in the
boxes were positively indecent.

» e & & .

Berr Rogers late of P. G. ‘Lower'ys
Vot teville Company, with 4-Paw-Sell’s
Br. ircas and.also of W. I Swain's
.\'m.que Sjudents company s resting
8! .- 2ome {n Columbus,-O. on account
it~ death of his wife, Mrs. Rosa Rod-
&I~ woo in connection with her has-
Pal ' wasfn the profession. He sends
Fera71- to Bradley and Bradley and Mrs
Lo “nowpson.

- é &
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.arles Wilson, 917 Baltimore
¢ writesthe Freeman from Kan-
4:(itv Mo, to porrect the statement
Bal- 1 g recent fssue that a number
of Kurna City clubs got together and
€0t-tained the Willlame & Walker
MOPALy upon the évent of ita engage-
el 4t the Grand Opera Hoose in that
My Mr. Wilson eays that tha recep-
Hoo und ball tendered the Willisms &

siker company was wholly nnder the
iervision  of the McRay, Benevo-
leg; sad Protective Assoclation, which
1 *he only legitimate enterprire in Kan.
e (City, inagurated for the promotion

tainment of the colored professionals
who may have business in the thriving
Western city at the Kaw's month.
. * L

P. G. Lowery had the pleacurs of
baving his mother, Mra. Mx E. Lowery
to vielt, him and his company, at Par-
eons, Kan, Jan, 25th. On arriving in
Chetopia, Kan , from Parsons, Kan. the
25th , P. G was met at the depot by his
old friend Prof F Green, principal of
the school. The following Sunday sev-
eral of the members of the company
epent the day at the residence of Mr.
and Mrs. Green and epent tke day joy-
fully. A telegram reached P. G. from
his brother, J. C. Lowery, Attorney at
Law In Mascogee, I T, that prepira-
tions are fully arranged to give every
member of the company a pienic Every
one thinks Manager Swain and P G
have a fine company.

2 e 8
Backingham, Theatre, Ft. Brooke
Tampa, Fla., cotes-—The Buckingham
now i3 the largest colored vaudeville
house in the State, if not in the South.
They are workiog ten women and eeven
men and are playing to crowded hounses
each night They have alad &.complete
band and an orchestra of 6 pleves. Pay-
ton and Harrls are making nightly hits
as are DeVine and Vaoghn, Son Payne;
Preacher Chrisolm, CHE Brooks and
Happy Howe. The old fdvorites ure
still with ©s and are making nightly
hits. Mae Fisher, Lill Wheeler, Trixle
Ford, Florence Ptice, Laura Logan,
Ada Harris and Hattle Blueford are still
here. Will Goff Kennedy is manager
and 8 good fellow he {s. The whole

company sends regards to friends,
L] L .

From Townsend, Mont.,, comes the
cheerful tidings that after the Black
Bartons had returned from Australia
and arrived In Frieco, they opened on
the Orphenm pircuit, playing a highly
successfal \angagement of 32 weeks.
Singly, Mr. Dave Bartgn, is now win-
ning fresh laurels as a headliner in
beavy-faced type, with Dave Marlow's
Big White Vaudeville company and is
onder a year’s contract. They are now
tonring the West and Northwest By
way of paszing rewmark we wish to say
that comedian Dave Barton has written
a number of coon songs and 18 making
the bit of his life with them. Next sea-
gon he is to star in his own company of

20 people—10 white and 10 colored.
L 3 N )
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Maecotte Theatre, Tampa, Fla , notes:
It has been oneor two weeks elnce we
have been heard from, bat we are
bere, lively as ever. The show ia still
doing business to fall homses nlghtly.
Kitty Brow.n. Jessie Thomas and Marlon
Brown, ourold stsndbys are still big
favorites here. Jas. Helton the *‘Lonls-
fauna Blogsom™ has also become a great
tavorite here as a monologue artist. The
Johsons, Charlie and Lavina, contor-
tionists and all round performers are
gtill with usand playing to two and
three encores. The lateat srrivals are
Billy Reese and Chink Floyd, old favor-
itesof Jax Too much cannot be eald
of these two gentlemen as performers
as they are par excellent. Tom Logan
our manager {8 just a8 gocd as ever.
Everybody likes him. Ruecoe & Hol-
Iacd's minstrels were here on the 13th
and played to & packed house. . After
their performance they vame to the
Masvotte, and were given such a time
as they never will forget. A . Allen’s
New Orleans Mlnstrala are expected
here on the 29th  All the company send

regards to friends.
-

Notes from the Rusco & Hollands Big
Minstrel Festival,( lermont & Parker).
—*Onr blz show did the basiness in
the State of Georgia and our band mas-
ter, Prof. James 8 Lacy, has been re-
chrictioned and will be koown as the
“Diamond Demon,” a3 be has added to
his collection a big solitaire, blge steel
diamend ring valued at about $700 00,
seven handred dollars. **Di1amoud fiends
keep away from him.” Bill Hedgepath
joined the diamond syndicate, hereceiv-
inga hundred dollar diamond ring at
Atlanta, Ga. We can boast that
dmongst colored stage companles, the
Georgia Minetrels are hesad liners on
diamond’s Mr. and Mrs H S. Wooten
entertained attheir-bome, 85 Humphrys
street, Atlants, Gs., the entire oom-
pany, Friday evening Jan. 24 with a
bizepread with wine and fruit to follow.
The writers wish the couple good luck
with much bappiness. W. A. Dixon, is
wakiog a favorite Kit einging, *‘Don’t
Wear Your Heart on Your Sleeve,” ar-
ranged by Frank Clermont. W, N. P.
Spiiler decerves much credit, as was
given him by press and public He is
now slnging, ‘ Down Where the Cotton
Blossoms Grow,"” arranged by J. W.
Simmons. Clarence Powel], in his ad-

of <>ets) intercouree and the royalenter-

ventures as a monologiat is cleanlng np

andkeeps them roaring nightly. Billy
Eersands and wife are doing as unsaal
taking enocores nightly by scores. Our
pet, A J. Smith, the robust baritonelst
aud ballad reader gets honors and ap
plause by torrents. Be is singing *'Davy
Jone’s Locker.” Moore and Thomas do
the finale as well as can be done Balley
and Spiller get theirs nightly, beiag in-
terrupted by envoresin the semi part of
thelr act. The following acts and teams
are contgldered well by all: Marsh Cralg,
McKliselck andJones and Ben Toledo.
Harry Brown, the crayon sartlst, joined
us at Atlanta, Ga Dick Thowmas and
Frosty Moore are holdlng the first edi-
tion and keep the house going without
a lnll

J. Ed, Green, (Bronze), writes from Mem:
phis, Tenn.:—"*.As stated in our last letter
Mr. Hallback and Miss Coates did not ap-
pear at the Tivoli, baving accepted- another
epragement in Tampa. We expect them
later, 1 11441 was the bill for the past
week and, npeedless to sey, business was
good and continues so, comment beiog made
daily on the performance. Blind Tom was
at the auditorium, Wednesdsy 20, W, M,
Scott, female impersonator is on the hill as
afeature. B. P. Kennett, clceeda successe
Iul3 week’s engagement and expects to
open nn the Bouthern circuit, beginning at
Hot Springs. *Going to War,” a mlitary
act for3 was produced sll last week by
Messrs, Williame, Ried, Troy Johnson and
Green and was pronoooced a success, l.se
tella Harris donned male attire all 1ast week
snd sfade & hit with “Zula Babe” II. D.
Troy 1s on thd sick list, Johnson and Deid
continue to please. Wm. Thomas, tuba and
William Page, trombone, late of the® *'jll-
fated” King and Busl’s Minstrels arrived
in town from Texas and are looking thercity
over, Ive got my foot on the snake’s head
*‘Viney.” No thanksfor the warning as the
Kiog & Buosh’'s Miostrels, closed in Texas
week of Dec, 20th and [ closed with them at
Meredian, Nov, 11, I think I escaved the
blow, ¢h* boys. We have in preparation
the female minstrels, ladies on the ends
and 1n the middle and expect quite a good
performance from them. I've huried the
hatchet, ‘‘Abe,”” When his highness,
“Groch,” forgives me of my abrupt depar~
ture, I will wnite him. Regards to Pat L hap
pelle, L.. E, Gideon and the bunoh.

Augustus Stevens wrifesfrom Allen’s New
Orlean’s Minstrels:—We are 1n dear old
Florida and business is good. We played
Pénsacola and turned people away, Here is
what the Pensacolda Journal eays about
Allen’s New Orleans Minstrels: *“There was
a large attendance in the canvass theatre
of Allen's Only Original New Orleans Mine
strele, at Chase and Bayler street, last night.
In fact the tent was crowded in spite of the
nipping cold weather. If anyone of the su-
dience felt chilly he was soon laughing
heartily enough to warm anypody. The
troupe is not only original but highly amus~
ing. There was nothing prefunctory about
their fun. The members of the troupe
seemed to relish it themselves, Itcan hard.
Iy be said that the walls shook with the
laughter but they would have done so had
they been solid, It {s thought likely thata
goodly collection of vest buttons gould be
maile on that lot this morning. The 'sing-
ing was highly appreciated by the audience
each musical note being promptly honored
as it fell dae. It was all told, a highly sat-
isfactory performance.” They are tlooded
with small shows in Florids, but nearly all
have no ment or any show to amount to
much to offer to the public, THerefore they
can’t expect anything else but poor busi-
ness, There are several street fairs, and all
kinds of fakes and robbers but the people
are pretty well on to that class of people and
the sooner they are, thebetter for legitimate
shows. Our show isdping the same old ban
per business i all of the old territory we

have ever visited and have come in contact
with these street fares yet we hayve the first

street fair to meet that we did not olose
when we pleyed in a town on the same date
and [ thinkjwe have met them all. Florila
will support a good colored show when you
have spything to offer them.
e e

Notes from the Famouns Georgia Min.
strels:—“Oar ehow is still doing a good
business showing to the capacity ef the
houses, pleasing both public and man-
agera. Weare being assured by the
managers daily as we go slong that no
Minstrel company will be in onr way if
we wish to come back next season, We
argreslly sarprieed at ourselves to find
out show pleaslng 8o easily as we have
had this same show for two coneeca-
tive eeasous and are only in the East for
the parpose of closing and getting some-
thing for next seadon, bat we are doing
80 well that I thinkywe will not close aa
early as was anticipated by the mana-
gersa fow month'sago  Well, their is
one thing, we can stand it as long as the
managers can a8 the ‘man i white 'sp-
pears regalarly. Onr roster is well
known te the pabllc and munst add won-
derfally to the business as our advance
sales are alwajs good. The manage-
ment of this show does not change the
show, coneequnently the public seema to
koow just what {scoming. Thomas F.
Ewards our genial staye magager {s
well liked by the entire company and
this has lots to do with the euccess of
a ghow. Oar people come on the stage
with pothing on their mind bat to do
thelr best to please the andlencs and not
with the scare and strala on their mind
of trying to please the stage manager or
someone on the stage you are afrald of
How can one work in that strain season
after season and be successfal unless
they are show struck and mnat travel
just must travel. Mr. Edwards though
youngin the bnelness has avolded any
such a sentiment of feeling on hia stage.
He has no pets; all look alike and all are
treated the same, not a frown on hisg
face When one man makes 2 mistakeand
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aemile or good laugh when another
makes one. His sympathy seems to be
with every oue that steps on his stage.
This s one acqulstion of Ar, Edwards
nature that many of oar egotistical
stage managers with all their experience
will never have. ‘The entire company
wisk Mr. Ewards a bright fatare in his
cholce of life As he does not take much
toshow life, we think his cholce of life
is bage ball of which he has a first-claes
team here with the shuw. Onr show
bad 8 lay off {n Coffeyville, Kaneas on
acconnt of the Opera House barning
and was hlgely entertained by some of
theladles and gentlemen there. Mr.
Hale, leader of the band of that city and
Mr..J essle Brown a member cf the same
and & business man of that city certain-
ly nsed every effort with the assistance
of Mr. Camel to give .the Georglas a
good time. The entire company send
regards to Mr. Hale and Mr. Brown and
also the ladies of Coffeyville who helped
to make it pleacant for them. We also
eend regards to No. 1 company. Hello
Balley and Parker and Dick Thomas,
We are expecting a grand epread In
Joplinox the 25th. Regards to all.
s e = N "

The Slayton Tennesseean Jublleeksln-
gels are notw i Canada. Toe company
has just returned from the Paclfic coast.
Business was very good there The only
{ncident to mar the pleasure of the trlp
was the serions illnes of Mr, Jus. E.
Hood. At one time during his 1lness he
tonched lite at its lowest point and it
locked 88 thongh death was golng ts
clalmbim Hels doing very well at
present, although not entirely well.
During his.illness he was ont of his
head and like all other persons who are
deprived of their reason by 1llness, some
of his actions were very amusing. Hiy
brain, racked with fever wonld convert
the ordinary atensils of lifeinto engines
of harm. The other members of the
company despite the fact they have ex-
perienced some very cold weather and
have been quartered in some hotels that
had only two fires, one in the office, the
other in the kitchen, have kept very
well. The quartette of the comrany
made a decided impression In the wes-
tern cquntry. On more than one oc-*
casion {t was declared to be-thd beat
that has ever toured the West. An\d the
concensns of opinion as gathered from
many & town {3 that the company as a
whole stands the ne plus ultra 1 the
jubilee line One remarkable teature
of the chorus work of this company 1s
the blending of the voices. The parts
are 80 musically dove-tailed into each
other that, the, mosat critical ear maust
yield its approbation. This is Mrs.
Conly'sfirat trip with a company of any
kind. Sheis now einging a jabllee song
which nightiy gets encored. At Graf-
ton, N. D. we met Tom J. Morgan, for-
merly agent for the Tennesseeans and
as good a bne as ever boarded a traln.
The company will be in Chicago about
the last week of March then it will go
into the State of Michigan,

J. Harry Jackson sends the following
from New York City :—Moore & Ham-
mond’s ““Coontown (olf Club” were at
the Bijon Theatre, Patterson, N. J, the
early part of the week, and gave great
satisfaction. 8. H. Dudley, the droll
comedian, deserves much ,pralse for
atagiog the production. Much of the
music in this farce was written by
Meesrs Dudley and Tom Brown. The
roster of the company 18 as follows: C.
H. Moore, sole owner; Geo. A. Ham-
monds, business manager; S. H. Duad-
ley, stage manager: Kid Frazier, Misses
Jennie Schepar, Alberta Ormes, Minnie
Brown, Ida Day, Birdie Hall and Edith
Adams.

Thomas Fletcher, of the Franco-Bel-
gian-American clnb, was entertalned by
geveral members of Al. Martin’s Uncle
Tom's Cabla conpany, on the evening
of Janunary 20th, at the above named
clab rooms on Thirty-second strest; Mr.
Fletcher {s an ex-member of the com-
pany. Bradley & Bradley are being
loudly applauded nightly at the Claren-
den, Mueic hall, where they are booked
for the next three weeke. They send
regards to Mlas-Ida Lgrkins. Simpson
& Pittman, high-class musical artists,
have just closed 8 two-weeks engage-
ment at Huober'’s Founrteenth Street
Theatre, and are booked for two weeks
in Philadelph'a, commencing the week
of Feb. 10; they send regards to George’
Swan, of the Georgia Minstrele. The
Golden Gate Qaartette went big at the
Dewey Theatre. They are in Jersey

‘City this week. William Brown, the

original “*‘Smokey Make,” the entertain-
er, ia making a big hit singing “Ain't
it & Shame,” *'I Got Mine"” and “Don’t
You Never Take s Ten Cent Drink on
Me.” *Smokey” eays that he Is the pet
of the ofays In the Tenderloln. Lee
Robinson, the genial proprietor of the
Newport cafe. 111 W. Thirty-first street,
js an enthuslsstic reader of The Free-
man. When in New York dont fall to
vieit the Newpor:. Murphy & Slater
stopped over In the city Feb. 24, enroute
from Boston to Phiiadelphia, where

fng its own on any circuit. Lawrence
Cowan, formerly of Lonisville, Ky., an
old-time profeasional singer, is now con-
neoted with the San Juan club as head-
bartender. Mr. Cowansis well known in
all parte of the conntry, 83 he haa trav-

y hom ia dead and the other out
they are appearing this week at Eieth'sjXone of w
Theatre. This team is capable of hold- ['qt the business) Wallace Klng, Jack

blg companies, and would be pleased to
greet anyof his friends at any time.
Happy Jne, Willlams and Birdie Smith
wére entertained at a. private party
given at the Hcffman Houee one even-
iog last week, and made a big hit.

to appear at the Howard Theatre Bos-
ton, Mass, the week of Feb. 10t§, with
the Shea circait to follow. The big ani-]
maled song-sheet, requiring the services
of slxty tive male voicea, assisted in the
choruses of the sougs by Richard Jose.
the celebrated tenor vocallet, ia the hit
of the big vaudeville bill at Kieth's
Unlon Square Theatre. Jesse Manley
is featuripg his original composition,
*Oh My Leota Let Me Hear From You.”
Miss Ada Hammonds has been engaged
asone of the entertainers at the San
Juan clab. Mrs Hammonds is a vocal-
fst of unnsual abllity, and is making
the hit of her life singing, “Malzy, My
Dastry Daisy.” Joe Boswell has been
engaged as musical director for Moore
& Hammonds’ blg company, which {s
booked to appear In Baltimore, Md.,
[on Feb. 11th. Smith & Bowman, sing-
ing comedians, were big cards om the
bill Sunday night at the .New York

Wesley and Ida Hill are at the Atlantic) -
| Garden this week: they are also booked

3

years since Willlams and \Valker, im-
mediateley after their trlumps at Kos-
ter and Bials and Hammerstein's in
New York City, went abroad to play
the London music halls, and proved a
“frost” a eignal fallure. They were
some pumpkins In New York but emall -
potatoes In England. Therefore after a
professional resldence abroad of about
8 weeks they hied themselves hither.
Bat see the rapldity with which time
changes all thiugs., Itls now reported
that the English have taken to coon
comedians and comediennes and coon
songs 8o aptly, they have grown excite-
ably enthnasiastic over every coon song
where the letter b’ 18 not employed
too frequentty. Insupport of this we
haveonly to witness the phenomenal
succees of Cakewalker Billy Farrell,
Rachel Walker, Bessle Lee, Johnson and
Dean and several others, together with
Goggloaand Davls, whotare now ‘‘va-
cating’” on this their native heath.

Theatre, also the Winter Garden. Ed-
die James, formerly musical director at
the San Toy Hotel, Coney Island, laat
season, has accepted s pgsition in the
same capacity at the San Juan clab,
201 W, Forty tirst street. Mr. James
claims the title of the ‘‘champlon rag-
time piano player” of the world. Harry
Brown, the *'Coon Just off the Gr'ddle,”
wag on both bills Sonday night gt the
New York Theatre and Winter Garden,
makiog his usual hit. The Globe Com-
edy Four were at the Dewsy Theatre
Sunday night. Al Brown, the aathor-
vocaliat, has in preparation several new
songs which he will soon introdace to
the musio loving pablic. Al has writ-
ten several winners and no doubt the
forthcoming one will rival them. Har-
ry F. Woodtoe, of Saratoga Springs, N.
Y., 18 with the Jose aggregation at
Kieth's Theatre this week. Bob Cole
and Billy Johnson worked separately
on the bill Sunday night” at the New
York Theatre.

THE NFUEO PERIORMER ABROAD.
About eighteen years ago, i we re-
member aright, Harry Callendar took a

company of genuine Negro minstrels to
England and a few years later Chas. B.
Hicks and Al D. Sawyer took a oom-
paiiy to Australla. With the possible
exception of the Hyerssisters these were
the only black faces that had ever been
looked upon in forelgn domalins in the
capacity of entertainers.. Notwith-
standing they have been called by Kinge
and Quiens they played the deuce in
proving themselves succeesful entertain-
ers. The English and Australians, by
the way, are very austere and reserved
as regards the manner of entertainment
of histrions, therefore that which we
here consider clever, they, over there
regard indifferently and treat with al-
most heartless disdain. Little wonder
then that early Negro minstrels met
a cold reception and proved a *‘froat.”
As a result the minstrels were stranded
in varions parts of the Eastern Hemfs-
phere and id the British provinces and
never have been able to ‘‘make it back”
tothe Statea. To be sure Harry Callen-
darand Hicks and Sawyer managed
to get back, bat George and Jim Bohee

ans, Charlie Pope and Charley Bruce
are still abroad and Pope has a grave
among strangers in a foreign land.
It is oply very recently that the En-
glish-and Anstralians .have begun to
thaw out in the matter of Black Thes-

eled extensively with several of the

plans. Indeed it has not been quite six
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